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Dear friends of SRU,

Not many people know what a University president does. 
They may not see the president very often, let alone interact 
with him or her. When they do encounter the president, it is 
generally only in the context of a fraction of the president’s 
job duties, so they do not see the myriad of activities that 
constitute a president’s day, week or year. 

So what is my calendar like? In my first six months or so as interim president, I have 
allocated my time approximately 50-50 between office work and being out and about 
around the University and the Slippery Rock and surrounding communities. In the office, 
I have many meetings with senior leaders and others to ensure that we are continuing to 
execute our strategic plan to make SRU, its students and its employees successful. It’s vital 
to make sure that all constituencies realize they are valued, ensure they are informed and 
motivate them so they can be effective in all they do. 

Around the University, I have met with employees from all levels at “building  
breakfasts,” as well as monthly birthday celebrations over breakfast. I meet regularly 
with groups of students over lunch at Boozel and at receptions and dinners at the  
president’s residence. Every two weeks, I hold fireside chats in the Smith Student 
Center where all are invited to stop by and talk with me. In addition, there are 
countless events, cultural performances, meetings, celebrations and athletic events. 
External stakeholders – politicians, business leaders, trustees, governors, State System 
staff, alumni and donors – also figure prominently on my calendar. Those of you who 
follow me on Twitter (@SRUPresident) will have read and seen photos of many of my 
interactions and perhaps even liked or retweeted them.

These interactions have enabled me to see first-hand the many wonderful things that 
are going on at the University and further afield. I have been privileged to be interim 
president during a winning football season, which gained national media attention for 
its success and outstanding scholar-athlete, Marcus Martin. At the same time, I have 
met the unsung heroes who clean up after games. I have been able to listen to music 
concerts of the highest quality and attend innovative art shows. I have met hundreds of 
alumni and donors who have made a difference to SRU through donating their time, 
talent and resources. This edition of The ROCK is a testament to some of these amazing 
individuals. 

You, the reader, are valued by SRU. To be more informed, follow us on social 
media. To be more involved, contact the Alumni Association, Slippery Rock University 
Foundation, Inc. or the relevant department. Or even get on my calendar! 

Philip Way
Interim President

View from the ROCK
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SRU recognizes four distinguished alumni 
A quartet of notable Slippery Rock University graduates were honored as Distinguished 

Alumni by the SRU Alumni Engagement Office.
The quartet, which includes Gail Paserba, ’90, president, International Quality 

Consultants; Merle Crawford, ‘79, author and board certified behavior analyst; Ron Hunt, 
‘73, ‘75M, senior vice president and relationship manager of corporate banking at S&T 
Bank; and Elke Suber, ‘93, assistant general counsel for Microsoft was honored Oct. 13  
at the Russell Wright Alumni House and Conference Center.

The board of gover-
nors of Pennsylvania’s 
State System of Higher 
Education have approved 
Slippery Rock University’s 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
Acting program.

The program will 
require 120 credits to 
complete.

All BFA Acting stu-
dents, regardless of 
choice of concentration 
in either theatre perfor-
mance or musical theatre 
performance, will be required to complete the 50-credit core which provides a solid foun-
dation in acting skills, as well as vocal and movement styles and practices. Additionally, 
all BFA students will get an introduction to dance through DANCE 120, Exploring Dance, 
a course taught through the nationally ranked SRU Dance Department.

 According to organizers, moving the acting program from a BA to a BFA provides “a 
greater opportunity to better prepare acting students to be as competitive as possible and will 
attract additional students because of the focused career training available at SRU.”

The University’s Theatre Department, which is an accredited member of the National 
Association of Schools of Theatre, currently offers a BA in theatre with three areas of concen-
tration: acting; design and technology; and arts administration.

The new program will be offered beginning in fall 2019.

SRU alumna Melanie Cole wins 
prestigious Milken Educator Award

Melanie Cole, a special education 
teacher/transition coordinator at Slippery 
Rock Area High School, who earned her 
master’s degree in special education from 
Slippery Rock University in 2012, was 
awarded the Milken Educator Award, often 
considered the Oscar for teaching.

For the last 30 years, the Milken Family 
Foundation has recognized and awarded 
unrestricted funds to the top educators in the 
country. Last year, the foundation surprised 
33 teachers, each with a $25,000 check.

Sourced through a confidential selection 
process from panelists appointed by state 
education departments, Milken Educator 
Award recipients are early- to mid-career  
educators in elementary and secondary 
schools whose exceptional talent and 
accomplishments have gone unheralded but 
are worthy of the spotlight.

Cole, nee Roczko, is in her 11th year 
as a special education teacher at SRAHS, 
including the last three as the transition coor-
dinator. In her role, she provides learning 
support for approximately 100 students in 
grades 9-12 and prepares them for their 
future, whether it be at a post-secondary 
educational institution, in the military or com-
petitive employment.

Additionally, Cole instructs about 25 
seniors for one period each day in a career 
planning class; runs the high school’s com-
munity-based vocational training program; 
is the coordinator of the school’s chapter of 
the National Honor Society; and is the head 
coach of the girls varsity soccer team. 

Distinguished  Alumni
2017

BOG approves BFA in Acting program

SRU scores national  
Wall Street Journal/Times  
Higher Education ranking

Slippery Rock University has earned a 
spot among the best national colleges and 
universities according to the in 2018. 

SRU ranked 608 out of 
1,054 institutions evaluated 
nationally.

Developed in partnership with U.S. 
experts and universities, the rankings  
adopt a balanced scorecard approach. 
WSJ/THE uses 15 individual performance 
metrics, grouped into four pillars represent-
ing resources (30 percent), engagement 
(20 percent), outcomes (40 percent) and 
environment (10 percent).  
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TROOPS to 
TEACHERS
SLIPPERY ROCK UNIVERSITY LAUNCH-

SRU receives $272,000  
grant to launch Troops  
to Teachers program

Slippery Rock University has 
received a grant from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education to prepare mil-
itary veterans for teaching jobs in school 
districts and subjects that are in need of 
certified teachers.

The state approved SRU’s proposal 
to establish the Troops to Teachers 
program and awarded a competitive 
grant of more than $272,000 that 
SRU and West Chester University will 
use to provide accelerated training 
toward teaching certification for veter-
ans with bachelor’s degrees.

As part of the statewide initiative, 
SRU will place veteran student teach-
ers in one-year residencies in Pittsburgh 
Public Schools and West Chester will 
facilitate residencies in the Chester 
Upland School District. According to the 
PDE, the number of instructional teacher 
certificates issued by the state has 
dropped from 16,614 in 2012 to 1,715 
in 2017.

The ultimate goal of Troops to 
Teachers is to get veterans their post 
baccalaureate teaching certification in 
one year. While full-time job placement 
is not guaranteed, school districts often 
give hiring preference to those who 
completed residencies at their schools.

Slippery Rock ranked among the top 10 safest college towns in America
Slippery Rock Borough has again been ranked among “The 30 Safest College Towns  

in America” by SafeWise, a Utah-based safety and home security company.
To compile the rankings, SafeWise security experts utilized the most recent FBI crime 

data from 2015 and calculated the total number of crimes committed in cities with at least 
one accredited, academic institution of higher education. They then weighted those num-
bers in relation to population statistics and other important factors. Finally, SafeWise iden-
tified relevant safety, health and educational programs that help ensure a college town’s 
safety and security.

Slippery Rock moved up six spots from 15th in 2016 to No. 9 this year.

Sam Thangiah, professor of computer science at Slippery Rock University, was honored 
at the 2017 Talk Magazine Minority Achievers Award Reception, Nov. 10, in Pittsburgh. 

The MAAR is an annual event that gives public recognition to, and shows appreciation 
for, minorities who have made outstanding contributions in their professions and show-
cases the positive effects of diversity, inclusion and equal opportunities.

Originally from Sri Lanka, Thangiah, who joined the faculty at SRU in 1991, teaches 
introductory, intermediate and advanced computer science courses ranging from 
Introduction to Computer Literacy to Artificial Intelligence and Robotics. 

Two SRU grad-
uates, who did 
research with 
Thangiah, have 
gone on to obtain 
doctorates in oper-
ations research. 
Prior to arriving at 
The Rock, he spent 
time working in 
the development 
of biologically 
inspired intelli-
gent algorithms 
for the routing of 
Tomahawk missiles.

Thangiah receives Talk Magazine “Minority Achiever” award
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Susan (Preininger) Mense, 
’76, Bachelor of Arts, 
Elementary Education
HOME:  
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

PROFESSION:  
As of 2014, retired after 27 years in 
public education as a special education 
teacher and former department chair at 
Myrtle Beach High School.

HOBBIES: 
Reading, walking, sitting on the beach 
and cheering for the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
Pirates and Penguins.

GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT:  
Being happily married to husband,  
Jeff, for 35 years and having raised 
three wonderful children Emily, 
SaraJane and Hunter.

WHY I GIVE:  
We are fortunate enough to be in a 
position where we are able to assist 
a young person achieve their goal of 
entering the field of education.
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BRICK BY BRICK
Demolition and reconstruction continues at Slippery Rock University’s Strain Safety 

Building. Improvements and updates will include: new air conditioning, windows, restrooms, 
faculty offices, student study spaces, ROTC student lounge, student art gallery, construction/
general industry safety labs, improved industrial hygiene and emergency preparedness/fire 
safety labs and updated classrooms. Construction is expected to continue through July with a 
reopening of the building slated for the start of the fall classes in August.

‘Luck of the Rock’: SRU’s Marching Pride  
invited to Dublin’s 2019 St. Patrick’s Festival

Following an invitation from Brendan Carr, Lord Mayor of Dublin, Slippery Rock  
University’s Marching Pride will be participating in the 2019 St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Ireland’s capital city.

The parade is part of Dublin’s St. Patrick’s Festival that launched in 1996 to “develop a 
major annual international festival around the national holiday over which the ‘owners’ of the 
festival, the Irish people, would stand proud.” It sets out to reflect the talents and achievements 
of the Irish people and acts as a “showcase for the manifold skills of the people of Ireland, of 
every age and social background.”

While the inaugural festival was contained to just one day, March 17, 1996, it has since 
grown to a five-day affair of food and arts involving Ireland’s finest street-theatre companies 
with lavish pageantry and raucous performances, and marching bands from around the globe.

The Marching Pride will participate in the parade’s competition category, which recognizes 
groups in four areas: best overall band; sectional youth band; sectional adult band; and spirit 
of the parade. 
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University Bookshelf

Library professors co-author book about usage reports
Aiping Chen-Gaffey, associate professor, library bibliographic services and 

Heather Getsay, assistant professor, library resource acquisitions, have authored 
the book “Measuring the Validity of Usage Reports Provided by E-Book Vendors: 
Emerging Research and Opportunities.” The book, about improving ways to  
better identify what’s in other books, was published by IGI Global, a company 
that specializes in research publications for education, social science, library  
science, health care, business, environmental science, public administration,  
computer science and engineering. In the book, the pair examine the current 
practices and trends in usage reporting provided by vendors of electronic publications. They 
offer recommendations for further refinement of this system in order to present the most accurate, 
non-biased information about electronic publications. The book is available at Amazon.com.

Philosophy professor challenges substance metaphysics
Andrew Winters, instructor of philosophy, offers a counterpoint to substance 

metaphysics and explores the crucial role of processes in his book, “Natural 
Processes: Understanding Metaphysics Without Substance.” Published by 
Palgrave Macmillan, the book serves as the foundation for understanding pro-
cess metaphysics and how it may be preferable to the traditional substance 
ontologies, the study of being or what fundamentally exists. Winters argues 
that there are both common sense and naturalistic reasons for further pursuing 
a process ontology and developing a metaphysics without substance. The book 
is available at Amazon.com.

SRU faculty and students collaborate on Student Affairs case studies
SRU student affairs in higher education professors Molly Mistretta, Michael 

Ignelzi and Stacy Jacob, and Melissa Rychener, a former SRU faculty member, 
have written “Complex Cases in Student Affairs,” a compilation of case stud-
ies originally developed by former students that signed co-authoring agree-
ments. The cases immerse readers in a variety of problems that student affairs 
professionals encounter and how they might be addressed using professional 
practice and applying theory. The book, published by Routledge Publishing, is 
available at Amazon.com.

Alumna novelist continues to rise with “Starr Fall” series
Kim Briggs, a 1995 Slippery Rock University graduate with a degree in 

geography, environmental planning and environmental studies, is a “novel-
ist who writes about assassins and kissing and sometimes kissing assassins.” 
At least that’s how she describes her portfolio of novels that includes “Starr 
Gone,” the third of four novels in the “Starr Fall” series, published by Inkspell 
Publishing. Briggs writes about the adventures of Starr Bishop, the 17-year-old 
heroine who is a model student and ideal assassin pursued by a secret organi-
zation. Briggs has previously released a novella, “Avalanche,” and “And Then 
He,” an adult, dark thriller. “Starr Fall” is available at Amazon.com.

Alumnus co-authors nutrition and fitness book for older adults
Because it’s never too late to eat right and exercise the smart way, Bob Murray 

and Christine Rosenbloom co-wrote “Food and Fitness After 50,” released by 
Eatright Press. Murray, ’71, ’74, who earned a bachelor’s degree in education 
and a master’s of science in physical and health education, and his co-author 
share their personal experiences and offer common-sense approaches to food 
choices and fitness strategies for people ages 50 and older. They translate the 
latest science on aging, nutrition and science into simple steps so that older 
adults are encouraged to embrace aging by staying healthy and confident. The 
book is available at Amazon.com.

SRU becomes a Pittsburgh Promise 
‘preferred college partner”

Slippery Rock University has become 
a “preferred college partner” with The 
Pittsburgh Promise program.

In doing so, SRU will offer housing schol-
arships to all new, incoming students who 

are recipients 
of a Pittsburgh 
Promise schol-

arship for the 2018-19 academic year. The 
University housing scholarship is a $2,000 
annual award and is renewable annually for 
up to four years, providing the student lives 
on campus.

The Pittsburgh Promise is designed to 
give graduates of Pittsburgh’s public high 
schools the means to pursue postsecondary 
education, regardless of family income, at 
an accredited postsecondary institution in 
Pennsylvania.

SRU named one of nation’s  
greenest colleges by  
Princeton Review

The Princeton Review has named  
Slippery Rock University as one of the 375 
most environmentally responsible colleges  
in the country in its 2017 “Guide to 375 
Green Colleges.”

Colleges were selected for 
inclusion based on their “Green 
Rating” scores (from 60 to 99) 
that the company tallied in sum-
mer 2017 for 629 colleges using 
data from its 2016-17 survey of 
school administrators.

The survey asked universities to report on 
their school’s sustainability-related policies, 
practices and programs. More than 25  
data points were weighted in the assess-
ment. Schools with Green Rating scores  
of 80 or higher made it into the guide.

The Princeton Review developed its 
“Green Rating” for schools working with  
a panel of experts on higher education  
sustainability practices to develop a survey 
for school administrators covering three  
key factors, including:
•  Whether students have a quality of life 

on campus that is both healthy and 
sustainable.

•  How well a school is preparing students 
for employment in an increasingly green 
economy.

•  How environmentally responsible a 
school’s policies are.

Our apologies
A University Bookshelf entry incorrectly 

referred to author Jody Spedaliere as “her” 
rather than “him” on page 7 of our Fall 
2017 edition.

WINTER 2018    7 
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The Rock loves a parade…  
and football too! 

Blue skies, sunshine and smiles were abundant 
at the Oct. 14 SRU Homecoming and Reunion 
Weekend Parade as alumni, students, staff,  
family and friends lined Main Street to enjoy  
the annual event’s pageantry that included  
the Marching Pride, floats from a number of  
student organizations and candidates for the 
homecoming court.
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Thomas Neely, ’72
Bachelor of Arts, History
HOME: 
Granada Hills, California.

PROFESSION: 
Certified Public Accountant.

HOBBIES: 
Finance, hiking, swimming and travel.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
I have traveled to 47 states and more 
than 40 countries for work or per-
sonal interest; and have hiked to the 
top of more than 300 of California’s 
peaks and mountains, including Mt. 
Whitney (14,495’).

WHY I GIVE: 
In order to make the world a better 
place while I am alive. When you are 
gone, it’s too late.

WINTER 2018    9 

PUMPKIN HEADS
Members of the AVI Foodsystems team at Boozel Dining Hall were in the Halloween spirit 

when the crew decorated more than two dozen pumpkins for display at various food  
stations throughout the hall. One diner remarked that the fall décor looked “spook-tacular.” 

Photos by Benton Palermo, a 2017 SRU graduate  
with a bachelors degree in communication: digital media 

SRU launches Rock Athletics Digital Network
The Slippery Rock University Athletic 

Communication Office has rolled out an 
expansion and rebranding of its broad-
casting offerings with the launch of the 
“Rock Athletics Digital Network.”

The expanded digital network still 
allows fans to watch live and on-demand 
events for free on desktop computers and 
mobile devices through the official web-
site at www.RockAthletics.com/watch 
with no changes to those offerings.

The biggest change to the new network comes in the form of “over the top” applications 
for streaming devices. The Rock Athletics Digital Network application is available as a 
free download for Amazon Fire TV devices, Apple TV boxes (4th generation and newer), 
Android TV devices and Roku devices. Fans with any of those compatible devices attached 
to their televisions are now able to watch live and on-demand content directly on their televi-
sions without needing to connect a computer or cast from a mobile device.

To download the app, fans simply need to search for “Rock Athletics Digital Network” 
in the respective app stores on their device. The downloads and all broadcasts that will be 
shown on the application are free.
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Wesley Woodward doesn’t get performance  
anxiety, but he admits his hands were shaking. 
No one noticed because his hands were supposed 
to be moving. After all, he is a music conductor.

As Woodward turned around and bowed to the more than 
100 spectators at Slippery Rock University’s Swope Music 
Hall, a sense of satisfaction welled up inside him, knowing 
that he had just brought something new into the world.

Woodward, a senior music major from Erie, earned a 
$7,000 scholarship that he used to commission an original 
score that was written by world-renown composer Luigi 
Zaninelli. All Woodward had to do was get the 54 musi-
cians who make up SRU Symphonic Wind Ensemble to per-
form the 11-minute piece, titled “3 Divertimenti,” for the first 
time the way he and, especially, Zaninelli intended.

A World Premiere
Orchestrating

“It’s a world premiere; you don’t want to mess that up,” 
said Woodward, who would later send the recording to 
Zaninelli before it will be published with its sheet music for 
purchase next year. “I couldn’t be happier with the way it 
turned out. I was on cloud nine at the end, to bring a piece 
to life, especially because we went from seeing the notes 
on the score to a very reduced piano production that the 
composer sent me, to hearing a full orchestration. It was 
incredible to see the progression of this project.”

The project was made possible by a scholarship 
Woodward earned from Mu Phi Epsilon, an international 
professional music fraternity with more than 75,000 
members. Mu Phi Epsilon awards 42 scholarships and 
grants each year for a variety of music disciplines 
and studies, but only two, the John and Mary Virginia 
Foncannon scholarships, for conducting or coaching. 
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A World Premiere
Orchestrating
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SRU swept the conducting/coaching schol-
arship category last year with Woodward 
winning the Foncannon Conducting/
Coaching Scholarship and Josh Bonnici, a 
senior music major from Grove City, earn-
ing the Foncannon Choral Conducting or 
Sacred Music Scholarship, which was also 
a $7,000 award. 

“They’ve achieved something that people 
who are tenured professors don’t necessar-
ily get to do until mid-career,” said Jonathan 
Helmick, assistant professor of music and 
director of bands. “This says a lot about their 
work ethic and it says a lot about 
this music program that our under-
graduate students here are winning 
significant amounts of money.”

Earning the scholarships com-
pleted nearly a yearlong process 
for Woodward and Bonnici, who, 
in addition to meeting the aca-
demic criteria, had to submit a 
project budget and recordings 
of contrasting works that demon-
strated their conducting skills.

“Conducting is a very specific 
art in music,” Woodward said. 
“It’s something that people at 
some institutions study very rigorously. For 
two people to sweep the category from one 
institution is rare. It shows that SRU students 
have the chops to conduct both instrumental-
ists and vocalists at a high level.”

Most of Woodward’s scholarship money 
was used to enlist the services of Zaninelli, 
an Italian-American composer who has 
published more than 300 works, which will 
include “3 Divertimenti” with Woodward 
as commissioning agent after the piece was 

premiered at SRU in December. Woodward 
will have the rights to “3 Divertimenti” for 
a year before it is published by C. Alan 
Publications and others can purchase it to 
perform with wind ensembles.

“I’m bringing this work into the world; 
that’s not something I would’ve been 
able to do without the scholarship,” said 
Woodward, noting that composers often 
ask for thousands of dollars and are booked 
years in advance. “It’s an honor working 
with composers and creating new music 
because a lot of it, especially in the orches-

tral world, is very antiquated.”
A professor emeritus and former compos-

er-in-residence at the University of Southern 
Mississippi, Zaninelli composes three to four 
major works per year. He has never com-
posed on commission for an undergraduate 
student, but he accepted the project because 
he previously worked with Helmick, who 
earned his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 
Conducting at USM. 

“When I realized that Jonathan was there 

I knew that the quality of the band would 
have to be high and Jonathan was some-
one I could trust,” Zaninelli said. “Ordinarily 
I don’t take commissions from some of the 
smaller universities, but I thought this was an 
excellent opportunity to do something for 
somebody I admired.”

Woodward began working on “3 
Divertimenti” last summer with Zaninelli writ-
ing the music, playing it on a piano and 
entering the notes into music software before 
an editor further refined the sheet music so 
Woodward could begin rehearsing with 

SRU’s ensemble. 
“Some composers will just 

say, ‘That’s it; go for it,’” said 
Woodward, who spoke to 
Zaninelli by phone twice weekly 
during the initial composition and 
in October during the six to seven 
weeks of rehearsals. “Mr. Zaninelli 
is such a personable, wonderful 
human being. Every time I’ve spo-
ken to him on the phone it was 
like you’re talking to an old friend. 
He’s very down to the earth and 
honest and concerned about my 
takes on the piece.”

Other than detecting a mistake in the tran-
scription of the editor (the saxophone parts 
were written in bass clef instead of treble 
clef), Woodward didn’t have many changes 
to Zaninelli’s work. But that didn’t make 
Woodward’s work easy.

Woodward estimates that he spent four 
to five hours preparing for each 50-minute 
rehearsal, which occurred once or twice a 
week for up to seven weeks. He studied the 
score and Zaninelli’s previous works to get a 

“ Conducting is a very specific art  
in music. It’s something that people 
at some institutions study very  
rigorously. For two people to sweep 
the category from one institution 
is rare. It shows that SRU students  
have the chops to conduct both 
instrumentalists and vocalists at  
a high level.”
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feel for the intended style, making sure each 
instrument group is articulating the passage 
the same way.

“It’s a big undertaking because you want 
to be true to the music and be expressive, 
and you want to make sure it’s going to 
be a fair representation of the work,” said 
Woodward, who, as conductor, concentrates 
on the “musicianship” rather than the mechan-
ics, such as fingerings or valve combinations, 
which are delegated to section leaders. “But 
it would be unfair for me to take all the credit. 
All I’m doing is flapping my arms. I’m the only 
one on stage who is not making music. (The 
musicians) are the ones making that music. 
I’m just keeping them together.” 

Another challenge was that the score was 
a slight departure from what Zaninelli typi-
cally composes.

Woodward describes Zaninelli’s work as 
a melding of American aesthetic with an 
Italian influence. In “3 Divertimenti” there 
are three movements: Capriccio (Italian 
for “whim”), Danza (“dance”) and Marcia 
(“march”). 

“It was my intention to share all the many 
pleasures I experience as a composer,” 
Zaninelli wrote to Woodward to describe “3 
Divertimenti,” the Italian word for amusement. 
“These pieces contain much of what I hold 
dear in music. Each movement has a distinct 
atmosphere. Capriccio is bittersweet and mis-
chievous (…) Danza is warm and graceful 
and (…) Marcia is bold and irrepressible. I 
am delighted in writing them. May you find 
them delighting in hearing them.”

“(Zaninelli’s) goal for this project was to do 
something that he hasn’t done before,” said 
Woodward, noting the uneven time signa-
tures in Capriccio, the use of thick harmony in 
Danza and, despite Marcia being closest to 
what Zaninelli is known for, it too had a bold, 
almost sarcastic sounding march. “He went 
a different way compositionally for this work 
and it worked out really well.”

Woodward didn’t share any recordings 
of the rehearsals with Zaninelli before the 

world premiere, but he was confident that 
Zaninelli would like the finished work.

“Being able to take that score and go for 
the vision that Mr. Zaninelli was going for 
was a huge challenge,” Woodward said. 
“It’s was very challenging and a ton of fun.”

And what was Zaninelli’s reaction upon 
hearing a recording of the premiere?

“I listened to it immediately and I called 
him and told him how pleased I was,” 
Zaninelli said. “I thought it was a wonderful 
performance and I was very impressed with 
the quality of the ensemble and I thought 
the performance was first rate. I was so 
delighted that he was going to conduct it 

but I knew that Jonathan would not let him 
conduct it unless he knew he was up to the 
work. Jonathan’s decision was correct. I see 
a promising future with this young man.” 

As a conductor, Woodward uses gestures 
to cue soloists, bring in and take out instru-
mental groups and change dynamics.

Woodward follows along on 15-20 lines 
of music at the podium while maintaining 
eye contact with the musicians. 

The musicians rely heavily on their con-
ductor, counting the bars of rest before an 
entrance and looking at the corner of their 
eyes for confirmation. 

“It’s give and take,” Woodward said. “It’s 
this balancing act of paying attention to 
what’s going on in front of you and trying 
to keep everything else around you in check 
as well.”

But unlike a cop directing traffic, there’s 
more of an art to conducting music. 

“Conducting is all about telling the story 
to show what the music is supposed to 

envision,” Woodward said.
The same applies to Bonnici, also a con-

ducting scholarship recipient and trumpeter 
in the wind ensemble, who draws a simi-
lar comparison as a conductor for choral 
performances. 

“Conducting is a form of communica-
tion, especially for me as a teacher,” said 
Bonnici, who directs the SRU men’s choir 
club. “It’s really an art to communicate and 
show what the music means and tell a story 
while music is being played, like a dancer.”

An aspiring music teacher, Bonnici will 
use his scholarship money to pursue pro-
fessional opportunities at conducting work-

shops and music festi-
vals, both nationally and 
internationally, where 
he will learn from other 
conducting instructors.

“(The scholarship) 
means a lot,” Bonnici 
said. “I’m going to fur-
ther my conducting skills 

which I will use to be a better teacher.”
Woodward, who plans to attend grad-

uate school for trumpet performance and 
play in a full-time orchestra or possibly teach 
in college, considers the conducting experi-
ence important to his development as well.

“It’s a two-way street,” said Woodward, 
who conducted for as many as four musical 
groups in one semester at SRU, outside of 
his regular classes. “Conducting helps my 
trumpet playing and trumpet playing helps 
my conducting.”

Though Woodward will not profit from the 
royalties of “3 Divertimenti” and he didn’t 
pocket any of his scholarship money, he 
already considers his time spent well worth it. 

“It was a great experience” said 
Woodward, whose name will appear on the 
sheet music as commissioning agent for “3 
Divertimenti” when it is published. “It was 
stressful at times, but it was such a fun and 
rewarding experience. I’m just so excited to 
have the opportunity.”

“ It’s a big undertaking because you 
want to be true to the music and  
be expressive, and you want to  
make sure it’s going to be a fair  
representation of the work.”
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The gesture Kelsey DiClaudio made when she first played sled 
hockey was subconscious but it was still defiant in many ways.

“When I’m trying to do something really hard I would always 
stick my tongue out,” said DiClaudio, recalling her first practice at 
Blade Runners in Pittsburgh when she was 8 years old. “The tip of 
my tongue was numb because it was sticking out of my mouth the 
whole time and I was biting on it. I was trying so hard, but I was so 
excited to go back the next week.”

Much like the way fellow tongue-wagger 
Michael Jordan was once regarded as the 
greatest living basketball player, DiClaudio is 
now considered the best female sled hockey 
player in the world. As the adaptive sport for 
hockey players with physical disabilities grows, 
and because she is the best woman playing the 
game, DiClaudio is leading the breakaway for 
women sled hockey players to someday play in 
the Paralympic Games.

And, because it’s really hard work, she’s doing 
it with her tongue out, as if showing distain for 
her chronic pain, the failed surgeries and maybe 
the few people who kept her off the all-men’s team of Paralympic 
hopefuls. She’s also doing it while attending college. When she’s 
not traveling the world playing sled hockey, DiClaudio is a sopho-
more studying recreational therapy at Slippery Rock University.

DiClaudio, who has tethered spinal cord syndrome, has been 
partially paralyzed from the waist down since she was 4 years old. 
Since she was 15, she has been confined to a wheelchair to move 
on her own — that is, when she’s not on the ice. Sled hockey play-
ers sit on fiberglass sleds that ride on two blades and they use two 
modified sticks, each with one end to control the puck and the other 
end to “pick” the ice to move their sled.

Known as “sledge hockey” outside the United States, sled hockey 
follows the same rules as regular ice hockey, and it even includes 

TO 
ITSTICKING

‘‘ ‘‘
When I’m trying to 
do something really 
hard I would always 
stick my tongue out.

the physical aspects, as players, strapped to their sleds, can be 
knocked over by an opponent’s body.

That didn’t stop DiClaudio from pursuing the sport at a young age. 
Growing up in Plum, near Pittsburgh, DiClaudio’s parents, Karian and 
Rick, raised her and her able-bodied twin sister, Josie, the same way. 

“I never babied her,” Karian DiClaudio said. “When she fell 
down, I made her pick herself back up. That’s followed her 
through her life. People seem to get offended by the way I treat 

her sometimes because I don’t help her very 
much unless she really needs it. People aren’t 
going to always be there to help her so she’s got 
to learn to help herself.”

When it came to sports, Josie played soccer 
and ran cross-country, while DiClaudio found sled 
hockey through a childhood friend, Hadley Dean, 
who volunteered with a local team. 

“I’ve never been able to find that release or 
that level of competition that I’ve absolutely loved, 
except for hockey,” said DiClaudio, who tried 
wheelchair basketball but was told she was too 
aggressive. “It’s a perfect fit for me.”

“She got on the ice and seemed to be a natu-
ral, instantly,” Karian DiClaudio said. “It seemed to give her a free-
dom to move quickly and be with people that had similar disabili-
ties. As soon as she got on the ice, she loved it and that was it.”

DiClaudio grew up competing with men because there aren’t 
many players available and teams are organized by skill level 
instead of age groups. Playing for the Mighty Penguins, a club 
organization funded by the Pittsburgh Penguins, DiClaudio is the 
only female member of the Senior team, the highest of four skill lev-
els in the program. 

When she was 17 years old, DiClaudio was the only female  
to make the U.S. Development Sled Hockey Team. Her team-
mates were bigger and stronger, some a foot taller than her and  
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outweighing her by as much as 90 pounds. But she scored in her 
first game and she was ejected from the second game for using 
the pick end of her stick on an opposing player.

“We were in overtime and I was battling behind the net; I (acci-
dently) stabbed him right in the chest,” said DiClaudio about the 
game in 2014 against Team Canada in Calgary. “But I had a front 
row seat for the shootout, which we won. That really cemented (my 
place on the team). They were like, ‘Oh, OK, she can stick with us. 
She can hang.’”

Digging for the puck along the boards in that game was nothing 
compared to the fight and persistence DiClaudio needed just two 
years earlier when she was battling for her life.

The first indication that something was wrong came a month after 
she was born when her mother noticed a birthmark on DiClaudio’s 
back. Doctors discovered that her spinal cord was tethered, and 
DiClaudio underwent immediate surgery to release the tension, 
caused by tissue attachments that limit the movement and result in 
abnormal stretching of the spinal cord. 

Surgery would prevent neurological deterioration, but further 
damage to the spinal cord was a major risk. After the first surgery, 
she lost feeling in her left foot; after the second, her right foot; the 
third, her knees down; and with the fourth, she was partially para-
lyzed from the waist down. 

“The first four years of my life I had a back surgery every year,” 
said DiClaudio, who was still able to walk but was severely restricted 

from the nerve damage. “I just came out more and more messed up. 
After the fourth surgery, my parents said, ‘We’re done. No more sur-
geries for her. She’s just becoming more and more disabled.’”

Throughout her childhood she was able to walk, but with leg 
braces, crutches and eventually a wheelchair, for long distances. 
But because of the nerve damage and her abnormal gait, her hips 
were dislocated, she developed a curvature of the back called 
Lumbar Lordosis and she was in constant pain.

Refusing to go on opioids, her only pain remedy, ironically, was 
playing hockey.

“Hockey is one of the best pain relievers for me,” DiClaudio said. 
“When I’m on the ice, I don’t think about (the pain) at all. I focus on 
the game. I focus on the shift or the next shift. All that’s in my head 
is hockey. Off the ice, I can feel the pain all the time.”

By the time she was 14 years old, the pain was becoming too 
much to bear. Her parents decided she was old enough to make 
a decision that they made for her a decade earlier. She wanted to 
have another surgery. 

“My neurosurgeon suggested another tether cord release to alle-
viate a lot of the pain,” DiClaudio said. “But they said there could 
be a chance that I could lose the ability to walk.”

“I didn’t want her to have another surgery; that terrified me,” 
Karian DiClaudio said. “I don’t know her pain. It’s her body and 
she had been through so much. I allowed Kelsey to decide for  
herself and I supported her.”

DiClaudio developed as a 
young sled hockey player 
in the Mighty Penguins 
organization, shown left 
and below as a 10 year 
old and at the top when 
she first started playing as 
an 8 year old. 
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July 20, 2012, a date DiClaudio committed to memory, she had 
the surgery, two days before her 15th birthday but early enough to 
not interfere with the hockey season.

“Take my ability to walk away or whatever, but as long as I can 
play sled hockey, the sport I love, I’ll be OK,” DiClaudio said. “I 
decided to get the surgery to alleviate all the pain.”

The surgery failed.
When she woke up she couldn’t move her legs. Wait for the 

swelling to subside, she was told, or maybe once the doctors fin-
ished draining spinal fluid. 

“Every other surgery they said, ‘You’re never going to walk 
again,’ and she did,” Karian DiClaudio said. “This time, I could tell 
it wasn’t going to happen.” 

Six days after her surgery, with a walker by her bed, she tried to 
get up. “Whoa, this is weird,” she said, not able to hold herself up 
with her two legs like she could before.

Pressure built up near the incision where the spinal fluid had been 
drained. Every time she would sit up, her eyes would roll in the 
back of her head and she’d pass out. 

“I was curled up in a ball in my hospital bed and nobody knew 
what was wrong with me,” DiClaudio said. “I didn’t know what was 
wrong with me. I was doped up and they were just trying to keep 
me comfortable.”

The nurses saved her life, according to DiClaudio, because they 
insisted that the doctors send her to the intensive care unit. While 
in ICU, cultures revealed that DiClaudio had bacterial meningi-

tis, a life-threatening infec-
tion that causes the tissues 
around the spinal cord and 
brain to swell. 

Another type of “pick” 
was used to save her life: a 
peripherally inserted central 
catheter, or a PICC line, that 

administered antibiotics, inching through her vein toward an artery. 
Screaming for more Ketamine, DiClaudio was put into a medically 
induced coma. 

“They were able to catch it in time where I didn’t suffer any brain 
damage, thank God,” DiClaudio said.

After two weeks in Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh, DiClaudio spent 
the next two months in a rehabilitation facility called the Children’s 
Institute, where the goal was to teach her how to walk again.

“It just became apparent that it wasn’t happening,” she said.  
“I did gain a significant amount of strength and mobility back, but 
I wasn’t able to hold myself up or walk.”

All the while, DiClaudio kept thinking, “as long as I can play 

sled hockey, I’m fine.” Even before she was discharged from rehab, 
DiClaudio, who was permitted to leave on occasion but stayed over-
night at the Children’s Institute, found a way to get back on the ice.

“I needed to know if I could still play the way I played before,” 
said DiClaudio, who wrapped the PICC line in an Ace bandage 
and went to Blade Runners for a practice with the Mighty Penguins. 
“I just needed to be back on the ice. I was there, but I told the guys, 
‘Don’t hit me.’”

Nurses eventually found out about her adventures and put a stop 
to her furloughs.

“It sounds like a reckless parental decision,” Karian DiClaudio 
said. “But that’s how passionate she is. She needed it. I knew she 
could handle it.”

By January, more than five months after the surgery, DiClaudio 
had come to terms with her complete paralysis from the waist down, 
but she was back to playing sled hockey full contact.

“That surgery was really nothing,” said DiClaudio, more of a 
passive nod to the lack of progress rather than a gross understate-
ment of its devastation, or perhaps as if sticking her tongue out at 

‘‘ ‘‘

Hockey is one of the best pain relievers for me. When I’m 
on the ice, I don’t think about (the pain) at all. I focus on the 
game. I focus on the shift or the next shift. All that’s in my 
head is hockey. Off the ice, I can feel the pain all the time.

“ Take my ability to walk away 
or whatever, but as long as 
I can play sled hockey, the 
sport I love, I’ll be OK.”
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her circumstances. “But, at the same time, I don’t regret doing it 
because who knows where I’d be without it.”

Prior to her surgery, DiClaudio had been invited to attend a train-
ing camp with the U.S. National Women’s Sled Hockey Team. She 
had previously played at tournaments and even against the women’s 
national team as a member of the Mighty Penguins. In the sled hockey 
community, word travels fast when there’s a good female player. 

“I’ve heard of this young superstar and was excited to see what 
she would bring to the game,” said Shawna Davidson, head coach 
of the U.S. National Women’s Sled Hockey Team who once played 
for the U.S. Women’s National Ice Hockey Team in stand-up hockey. 
“She lived up to everything. It was a ‘wow;’ just to know some of the 
skill that we already had and then to see a player like that.”

Davidson met DiClaudio when she was a shy, 13-year-old, but 
when she returned from her surgery she began to develop into an 
even better player.

“She’s not huge in stature, but she’s like a Weeble Wobble,” 
Davidson said. “You can hit her and she bounces right back up, 
and with her speed and transition she is a wizard with that puck.”

By the time she was 17, DiClaudio, a puck-handling forward with 
quick hands, was regarded, in Davidson’s estimation, as the sport’s 
best female player.

“She just grew up and became this leader,” Davidson said. “She 

just got another level of confidence. To me, she’s the best female 
sled hockey player in the world right now.”

In addition to playing on the Senior Level team of the Mighty 
Penguins and the U.S. women’s national team, DiClaudio was the 
only female on the U.S. Development Sled Hockey team, a feeder 
team for the men’s national team that plays in the Paralympics. 
However, despite playing on the team the last three seasons, she did 
not make the team at its annual tryout last July in Buffalo, New York. 

“I was the only female there, which is what I’m used to,” 
DiClaudio said. “The coaches told me, ‘You’re what we need in a 
USA Hockey player.’ But weeks later I get the call that I didn’t make 
the team and (that I should) just to stick with the women’s team. It’s 
a slap in the face, but at the same time I can focus on growing the 
female side of the sport.”

The U.S. National Women’s Sled Hockey Team is partially 
funded through grants by USA Hockey, but only pays for trans-
portation and lodging. They are not fully funded like their male 
counterparts, who receive stipends for meals, equipment and gym 
memberships, because they do not compete in the Paralympics. 
The International Paralympic Committee requires more women’s 
teams, possibly six according to Davidson, to be included in the 
Paralympics and currently there are only three: USA, Canada and a 
mixed European team.

Whether it’s by getting another invitation from the men’s team or 
as a member of the women’s team, DiClaudio has her sights set on 
the 2022 Paralympics.

“And if not, then in 2026, and so on,” said DiClaudio, who hopes 
to be a role model for other women to compete. “I’m just going to 
play until I can’t play anymore. There are not a lot of girls who play 
hockey in general let alone sled hockey. I was able to break those 
barriers and show that there are female players who can play at 
this level (with the men).”

“We’re trying to be ambassadors and help pave the way,” 
added Davidson, who noted the growth of the women’s national 
team from about a dozen women seven years ago who were 
members of the team simply because they played, to hosting a 
development camp last summer with more than 30 players who 

‘‘

‘‘

I’ve heard of this young superstar and was excited to see what she would bring 
to the game. She lived up to everything. It was a ‘wow;’ just to know some of 
the skill that we already had and then to see a player like that.

– Shawna Davidson, head coach of the  
U.S. National Women’s Sled Hockey Team
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are playing at a higher level.
DiClaudio is also paving the way for people with disabilities in 

her academic pursuits. She first enrolled at SRU as a psychology 
major because she wanted to help people who have been through 
traumatic experiences, but she since switched to a major, recre-
ational therapy, where she can help people with physical limita-
tions, and, as she said, “to give back so other people can experi-
ence what I’ve experienced.”

“(SRU is) a perfect fit for me,” said DiClaudio, mentioning the 
campus, the programs and the professors who are understanding of 
her challenges and travel schedule for sled hockey. “As a rec ther-
apy major, they are going to get why this is important to me and 
why this is serious to me.”

Even her boyfriend, Erik Knotts, understands. Knotts, a mem-
ber of the U.S. Development Sled Hockey Team from Willoughby, 
Ohio, came to SRU last fall as an exercise science major, although 
DiClaudio says she didn’t talk him into enrolling at SRU. 

DiClaudio travels about two to three times per month during 
the academic year, with eight competitions across the country, 
and even the world, for both her club team and the U.S. national 
team. The Mighty Penguins now practice weekly at the new UPMC 
Lemieux Sports Complex in nearby Cranberry Township. She’s been 
to Norway twice and many of her club team’s games are in cities 

with National Hockey League teams that sponsor teams.
“We recognize it as a huge commitment and it’s not just an extra-

curricular activity,” said DiClaudio’s adviser, Betsy Kemeny, assistant 
professor of parks, conservation and recreational therapy. “It’s more 
than being on a sports team here at the University, and a lot of the 
professors have experience in disability sports.”

Kemeny didn’t have any concerns that DiClaudio could handle 
the demands of balancing her responsibilities as a sled hockey 
player and a college student.

“There’s no procrastinating with Kelsey because she only has so 
much time,” Kemeny said. “If people love what they are doing, they 
are going to do well.”

But DiClaudio is not like most people. For example, at the NHL 
Sled Hockey Classic in Minneapolis, Minnesota last fall, she wound 

up in an emergency room with severe dehydration and hypoglyce-
mia but still came back to lead the Mighty Penguins to a first-place 
finish in their Tier with two goals and a team-high nine assists.

“She’s very determined and she’s not going to let someone tell 

her she can’t do something,” Karian DiClaudio said. “She’s in pain 
every day and has a lot of issues but she just lets it go and puts it 
behind her and keeps on moving forward.”

“I’m just so grateful for what I have now,” DiClaudio added.  
“I learned a lot through my journeys and through rehab. I would not 
be the person I am today without that. I might not be as hard of a 
worker or as resilient. Maybe I would give up easily. Maybe  
I wouldn’t work as hard in the corners for that puck if I hadn't been 
through the hardships that I’ve been through.”

But she won’t complain and she won’t say anything to the 
people who pity her when they see her rolling into the ice rink. 
“Then when they see us playing,” she once told Davidson, “they 
want to be us.”

She’s still biting her tongue.
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To hear Ruth Coon talk about her childhood is to listen, if not reminisce, about a 
bygone era of carefree Americana.

Growing up in the country, Coon and her sister, Grace “Arky” Vaughan, never met 
a tree they wouldn’t climb, a frozen creek they wouldn’t skate on a pond they wouldn’t 
swim in. And if their father, DeVere Vaughan, a dentist whose office was based in their 
Wexford home, was with a patient, children were not allowed on that side of the house.

You can almost imagine the family taking their rightful place in a Norman 
Rockwell portrait.
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Ruth Coon and her sister, 
Grace Vaughan, in 1950.
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of the Endowed Scholarship

“It was a wonderful childhood …  
we were a very close-knit family and very 
much an outdoor family,” said Coon. “But 
that’s what you did in the ‘30s and ‘40s. 
We didn’t have all the gadgets they do 
today, so we went outside and we loved it.”

No doubt it was that zeal for the out-
doors and the various activities that ensued–
Vaughan’s penchant for crayfish hunting 

aside–and that eventually led the sisters to 
pursue the same field of study at the then 
Slippery Rock State Teachers College: health 
and physical education. Vaughan, who was 
just 21 months older, graduated in 1950, 
with Coon following in 1952 after her trans-
fer from Clarion State Teachers College at 
the conclusion of her freshman year.

Following graduation, Coon would go 
on to teach health, physical education 
and geography for various grades in the 
Harmony Township School District in Beaver 
County, where she would spend 27 years. 
In addition, she would eventually take active 
roles in the Pennsylvania Physical Education 
Association; Harmony Township Education 
Association, including one term as president; 
the National Education Association; the 
Pennsylvania State Education Association; 
the American Association of Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation; and American 
Cancer Society of Beaver County. She 
retired from teaching in 1986 following a 
34-year career.

Vaughan would relocate to Springfield, 
Virginia, where she would eventually spend 
31 years as a physical education teacher at 
Robert E. Lee High School. 

In 1980, Grace was diagnosed with brain 
cancer that slowly brought an end to the 
rush of activities once enjoyed by the former 
multisport enthusiast. 

“Growing up, there wasn’t a team made 
that (Grace) wasn’t part of,” said Coon. 
“Field hockey, basketball, volleyball … she 
was on them all.”

The cancer, initially limited to the cranial 

bone, eventually spread to the right fron-
tal lobe. And while the slow progressing 
cancer didn’t cause Grace to lose mental 
capacity, she was no longer able to initi-
ate conversations. 

“She would answer if you spoke to her,” 
said Coon, “but she wasn’t able to bring the 
discussion to you, you had to bring it to her.”

Grace’s declining health eventually led 

her back home to Wexford and to the care 
of her sister at the family home.

“She was a fighter for sure,” Coon said. 
“She had ups and downs, went into remis-
sion only to have it return … she eventually 
lost her ability to walk, but through it all we 
had another 16 years together that I wouldn’t 
trade for the world. That time was fabulous.”

Following Vaughan’s death in 1996, 
Coon and her husband, Nile, decided to 
memorialize her through the establishment 
of the Vaughan-Coon Scholarship Series 
Endowment. The endowment, with a current 
value of more than $80,000, is the larg-
est named scholarship within the College 
of Education, and provides four awards of 
$1,000 each for SRU physical education 
majors preparing for careers in teaching.

The scholarships are renewable for 
a maximum of three additional years 
beyond the initial award year, depending 
on the class status of each recipient. A 
minimum 3.25 grade-point average and 
continued enrollment in the Health and 
Physical Teacher Education program within 
the College of Education are required for 
renewal.

“To me, giving back relates to the fact a 
person has been successful in their career, 
was able to take advantage of what was 
offered them and is fortunate to then be 
able to share that with others,” Coon said. 
“My sister, my husband and I have all 
enjoyed great careers and great lives. 
To be able to help another generation 
be able to start down that same path as 
they will then begin shaping another 

generation as an educator is important.”
Equally important to Coon is the  

opportunity to meet those students who are 
recipients of the scholarship bearing her 
and her sister’s names. To that end, near 
the conclusion of each semester, Coon 
hosts a dinner for the scholarship recipients 
and faculty members of the Physical and 
Health Education Department.

“I enjoy getting to know the students 
and hearing their stories,” Coon said. “It’s 
a way to stay in touch with the University, 
stay in touch with the program and keep 
the dreams that me and Grace had when 
we were that age … and it helps keep me 
young, so that’s nice too.”
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closes prolific career
George Mihalik had a hunch in 2013  
that a kid from West Mifflin High 
School was going to turn into  
something special, so he put extra 
effort into trying to convince 
that kid to come to Slippery Rock 
to play football and get a college 
education. Four years later,  
not even Mihalik could have  
predicted the results Marcus 
Martin would produce on the field, 
or in the classroom. 

Dec. 5, Martin, dressed in a tuxedo, shared the stage at the New York Hilton 
Midtown with some of football’s all-time royalty, including Peyton and Archie Manning, 
Jerry Jones, Steve Spurrier, Kirk Gibson and Brian Urlacher, just to name a few. Martin 
was in New York City that night to be celebrated as one of the 13 members of the 
National Football Foundation’s National Scholar-Athlete Class of 2017, a distinction 
that is awarded to the very best scholar-athletes in the sport of football. Martin was 
the only Division II player on the stage that night when he accepted his award, which 
included an $18,000 postgraduate scholarship presented by Fidelity Investments.  
The crowd of 1,600, which included some of the most powerful figures in sports and 
entertainment, cheered as Martin’s video played on the big screens in the ball room.

How did a guy from West Mifflin, who played Division II football at Slippery Rock 
University, end up on that stage that night?
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“Hard work,” says Martin, without blinking. 
“There’s no secret to my success or the success we 
have had as a team over the last four years. Hard 
work pays off.”

Martin closed his college career this fall as the 
greatest defensive lineman in NCAA football his-
tory in terms of statistics. More than five million 
men have played collegiate football and none of 
them had more sacks over four years than Martin, 
who finished with 56 career sacks. He also shat-
tered the NCAA Division II career record for tack-
les for loss, finishing with 92.5, more than 15 better 
than the next Division II player ever.

The honors have poured in for Martin over his 
career. He was named the Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference and Super Region One 
Defensive Player of the Year for the third straight 
year. He was also the Rookie of the Year as a 
freshman in 2014, making him the first player in 
PSAC history to earn four straight major awards. 
Martin has been an All-American all four years 
of his career. This fall, he was named the Gene 
Upshaw Division II Lineman of the Year with 
a record number of first place votes. He also 
became the first defensive player since 2007 to be 
named one of the national finalists for the Harlon 
Hill Trophy, which is the Division II version of the 
Heisman Trophy, and he became the first Division 
II player to ever be named a finalist for The Ted 
Hendricks Award, given to the best defensive  
end in college football. In addition to his success 
on the field, Martin is a three-time Academic  
All-American who graduated in December with  
a degree in safety management and a minor in 
business administration with a 3.56 GPA.

All of those honors, and the many more  
not listed, almost went to a different school’s 
trophy case.

“The first time we visited Marcus, 
he was pretty high on Indiana 
University, our biggest rival,” says 
Mihalik, who retired following the 
2015 season after 28 years as 
The Rock’s head coach. “But they 
wanted him to play tight end.  

“ Hard work. There’s no secret 
to my success or the success  
we have had as a team over the  
last four years. Hard work  
pays off.

”

We knew he could play there, but Shawn Lutz 
and I saw something else when we watched him 
play. We thought, even though he might have 
been a little too short in many coaches’ eyes, that 
he could play on the edge as a defensive end.”

Lutz, who took over for Mihalik as head coach 
in 2016, was the defensive coordinator and defen-
sive line coach when Martin was being recruited.

“I saw a kid with a relentless motor,” says 
Lutz. “That’s the theme of our whole defense. 

We want to be relentless. We don’t 
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want our guys to ever quit. I could just tell 
watching him in high school and talking 
with him that he was going to be a beast on 
defense and we pulled out all the stops trying 
to get him.”

Mihalik and Lutz made two home visits to 
the Martin family, spending time talking with 
his mother and sister and convincing them to 
come to The Rock for a visit. 

“That’s all it took,” says Martin. “Once I 
came up here and met the guys and saw the 
campus, I just felt at home. Coach Mihalik 
always used to preach that the team here was 
a brotherhood and once you’re in the broth-
erhood, you’ve got hundreds of brothers for 
life. He was right, and I felt it immediately. My 
family felt it too.”

Martin picked Slippery Rock in the spring 
of 2013 but wouldn’t be able to suit up as a 
true freshman that fall. He missed one core 
class in high school and wasn’t cleared by the 
NCAA to participate in his first year. 

“That was eye-opening for me,” said 
Martin. “I was always capable, but I don’t 
think I really understood how important aca-
demics were in high school. I used that first 
year of college to refocus my priorities and I 
told myself I was going to do everything the 
right way and see what I could really do.”

While sitting out his freshman year, he 
watched The Rock win the PSAC Western 
Division before losing the league championship 
game in the final seconds. He watched the 
team get into the NCAA playoffs for the first 
time in more than a decade, only to lose in the 
first round. He also made the Dean’s List.

“It left a bad taste in everyone’s mouth that 
year, to get so close but not really accomplish 
our goals,” says Martin. “We went after it 
really hard that offseason. I couldn’t wait to 
get on the field.”

The next fall, Martin earned a starting spot 
on the defensive line and wasted no time in 

announcing his presence as one of the best 
players in the nation. He shattered the SRU 
program record for sacks and walked away 
with National Rookie of the Year honors at 
the Division II level. He helped lead a defense 
that ranked in the top 10 in the nation against 
the run and helped The Rock to the PSAC 
West title, a PSAC outright championship and 
another trip to the NCAA playoffs. 

He did the same thing his sophomore year, 
nearly matching his own school record for 
sacks despite being a target of every offense 
SRU played. This time, he helped lead the 
defense to the best performance in school his-
tory over the course of the season. The Rock 
won the PSAC West again, won the PSAC 
championship game by a record margin and 
reached the NCAA quarterfinals, tying the pro-
gram record for the best season ever at 12-2. 

“Getting to play those playoff games at 
home was a big moment for all of us,” says 
Martin. “We worked really hard as a team to 
have that kind of success and being rewarded 
with back-to-back championships just made us 
even more hungry.”

Martin’s junior year on the field saw The 
Rock suffer a series of major injuries to start-
ers, particularly on the offensive side of the 
ball. The team finished with a 7-4 record, a 
final mark most teams would be happy with, 
but not SRU. Martin also put up his worst sea-
son statistically, with offenses routinely double- 
and triple-teaming him. He still finished the 
year as one of the nation’s leaders with nine 
sacks, but it was a long way off from his 31.5 
sacks over the first two seasons. 

After the 2016 season, Martin had a difficult 
choice to make. He was on track to finish his 
academic coursework on time, which would 
put him in the spring of 2017 graduating class. 
Graduating then with one season of eligibility 
left meant that Martin could have gone up to 
play his final season at the Division I level, with-

“ Once I came up here 
and met the guys and saw 
the campus I just felt 
at home. Coach Mihalik 
always used to preach 
that the team here was 
a brotherhood and once 
you’re in the brother-
hood, you’ve got hundreds 
of brothers for life. He 
was right, and I felt it 
immediately.

”
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“ I’m going to keep 
working hard and if that 
leads to a career on the 
field on Sundays, it will 
be incredible and the 
realization of my goal.  
If it doesn’t, I know I have 
a great degree from a 
successful program to 
lean on. I have Slippery 
Rock to thank for that.  
I couldn’t have made a 
better choice.

”

out having to sit out a season. He also could 
have declared early for the NFL and signed 
with an agent, but he didn’t.

“I made a commitment to the brotherhood 
when I signed to play four years at Slippery 
Rock,” says Martin. “I had some big things 
left to accomplish and I wanted to do it 
wearing the green and white.”

Once the decision was made, Martin set-
tled into his normal offseason routine, this time 
more focused than ever. He added 10 more 
pounds of muscle with a vigorous offseason 
workout regimen and came into this fall with 
record-breaking goals, despite being the only 
returning starter on a defense that finished 
with 16 total players making their first career 
start during the year.

He wasted almost no time in setting the 
course toward breaking those NCAA records. 
In the first game of the year, Martin broke the 
SRU record for single-game tackles for loss 
with six in a win at Kentucky State. It took just 
three games for Martin to break the NCAA 
Division II record for career sacks and tack-
les for loss as he posted 6.5 sacks and 13.5 
tackles for loss over the first three games. He 
had three more sacks in a win over No. 5 

California (Pa.), none bigger than a sack for 
a loss of nine yards in overtime that forced a 
long field goal, which went wide left, allow-
ing The Rock to kick their own game-winning 
field goal on the next possession. 

Martin reached his personal goals in 
emphatic fashion on Senior Day, in his final 
home game at The Rock. He broke program 
records for single-game sacks and tackles for 
loss, finishing with 4.5 sacks and 6.5 tack-
les for loss in a convincing win over Clarion. 
Those numbers gave him the NCAA all-time 
sack record for players at any level. He also 
scored his first and only career touchdown 
after picking up a fumble and racing 74 yards 
for the score. 

“I’ll never forget that day,” says Martin. 
“To finally realize the goal of breaking those 
records and to do it on Senior Day and score 
my first touchdown was pretty special. Having 
my family there and all of the other seniors’ 
families there made it even better. It felt like a 
whole team celebration.”

The Rock narrowly missed out on a third 
NCAA playoff appearance and finished the 
year at 8-3, giving Martin and his fellow four-
year seniors a 36-12 career record, which 
included a 21-1 mark in home games and 
two PSAC titles. Martin never missed a game, 
starting in all 48 games of his career. He also 
never backed down from his academic com-
mitment, earning “Academic All-America hon-
ors for three straight years.”

Martin accepted an invite to play in the East-
West Shrine Game in January at Tropicana 
Field, where more than 300 NFL scouts and 
team personnel members were expected to be 
in attendance. He has his sights set on an NFL 
career, but knows that no matter what, he’s 
going to succeed. 

“I have no regrets,” says Martin. “I would 
do it all over the exact same way. I’m 
going to keep working hard and if that 
leads to a career on the field on Sundays, 
it will be incredible and the realization of 
my goal. If it doesn’t, I know I have a great 
degree from a successful program to lean 
on. I have Slippery Rock to thank for that. I 
couldn’t have made a better choice.”
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Sean McDonald, a 2016 Slippery Rock 
University graduate, never worries 
about losing his marbles: He knows  
he can always just make more.

McDonald is a glass artist with a clear talent for 
slowly bending, shaping and melding pieces 
of glass into stunning pendants, jewelry 
pieces, turtles, wine/water glasses, a 
host of other adorably shiny trinkets – 
and, of course, marbles.

In making the perfectly smooth, one-
of-a-kind, glass marbles, he often first 
uses a thin, round rod of colored glass 
– about the size of a standard drink-
ing straw – to provide an interesting 
“floating” colored swirl or fascinating 
bead inside the newly forming marble. 
He constantly spins and rotates the colored 
glass rods between his fingers just at the apex of 
his propane gas and oxygen-fed melting torch flame. 
The movement allows the artist to create a unique spot of 
color before encasing it in a smooth, clear round.

McDonald, from Saxonburg, utilizes a marble mold – 
a block with half-diameter indentations in various sizes – 
that allow him to spin and temper the soon-to-be-marble 
into a shiny, glass sphere. Within minutes the solid glass 
rods are converted into a perfectly round, glass marble.

“I love making marbles … and the little glass turtles 
are fun, too; they have a lot of character. I also make a 

lot of ornaments for the Christmas holidays,” he said.
Watching him create his delicate artworks, 
observers see his didymium-glasses-clad eyes 

remain intensely focused just slightly above 
the very tip of the highly concentrated – 
1,400 to 2,500-degree – flame. Each 
kind of glass has a different melting point 
and the pure oxygen flowing beside the 
burning propane allows for the required 

high temperatures. The specialized safety 
glasses, similar to those worn by welders, 

provide a perfect view of the flame while offer-
ing protection from potential sparks and burns. 

McDonald constantly watches the temper of the 
glass as it moves from rock hard – but easily breakable 
– consistency to soft, malleable bubble gum as its prop-
erties change due to the robust heat. He said, he must 

never worries 
about losing his

grad
THIS
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which is ‘scientific glass.’ This kind of glass 
is similar to what is used in making labo-
ratory beakers, test tubes, flasks and Pyrex 
baking dishes. It is a strong, shock resistant, 
heat resistant type of glass. It is also very 
durable. The glass rods come from specific 
companies that specialize in this kind of 
glass manufacturing. I buy mine from a sup-
ply house, and it comes in various colors. 
The glass has ingredients that make vari-
ous colors come out, such as cadmium or 
copper, for instance. Essentially there are 
colored rods that stay the same color when 
you use them, and there are others that 
change color in the flame and retain the 
new color in the finished piece. And, there 

continually move the glass rods into and 
away from the flame to control the tem-
perature. At the same time, he is relentlessly 
rotating the rods, to help obtain the perfect 
melting – and workability – needed to form 
the art object under creation. 

“Too hot and the glass turns to liq-
uid – dropping to the workbench; a few 
degrees too cold and it no longer is mal-
leable, thus unable to be shaped for the 
desired outcome. Or, the glass can simply 
break,” he said.

McDonald, who has pulled his own col-
ored tubing, said, “The breaking is not as 
important, since it can often be re-heated 
and fused back to the original art piece 
without concern.

“Technically what I do is either called 
‘flameworking’ or ‘lampworking.’ Typically 
when you hear ‘glassblowing’ you think of 
the long metal pipes and the fire hot kiln 
holes where the glass is heated and blown 
into shape. We refer to that as ‘hot shop 
work,’ distinguished by the large indus-
trial concept. What I do is more precision 
work that artists can do using a torch,” 
McDonald said, “There are also two differ-
ent kinds of glass as well used in the two 
production methods and that provides a 
big difference in our products.

“What I use is called ‘borosilicate glass,’ 

completes the piece with a teardrop-turned 
pinch at the top to allow a leather lanyard 
to be threaded through. Voila, a glass neck-
lace pendant!

McDonald’s experience in working with 
various types and colors of glass allows 
him to mentally predict how the finished 
product will appear at its inception.

“I am most proud of my works that just 
catch the light right and the symmetry is 
just right, so they are very pretty. I have 
had a few pendants that hang from leather 
or multicolor lanyards or sterling silver or 
gold chains come out quite nicely,” he said, 
adding his longest project involved approxi-
mately 14 hours of torch work.

“ As a student, I bounced around in the various art forms offered 
at SRU. The diverse classes shaped the way I think about art. 
The technical know-how I learned transfers into the various art 
mediums and has helped me greatly.”

are other pieces of glass that change color 
depending on the light. Manufacturers 
seem to come out with different types and 
different colors of glass every day.

“One of the big things today is glass that 
actually changes color. If you are wearing 
a glass pendant inside the house, but walk 
outside, it becomes a totally different color. 
All of that has to do with the refractions – the 
way light bounces inside the glass. It can 
also depend on the kind of light – sunlight, 
incandescent, halogen, CFL, LED, florescent 
– reaching the piece.”

Sitting at his bench just inches from his 
blowtorch flame, McDonald turns out a 
quarter-size necklace pendant in less than 
10 minutes. He slowly turns the colored 
glass rods into a flat glass blob and by 
using his glass-working tools, rolls the soft, 
molten glass to a desired shape. He then 

His experimentation has expanded in 
recent months. 

“Different glasses melt at different tem-
peratures, so I find it interesting to test some 
of the capabilities. I have also gotten into 
fuming glass with silver and gold, a process 
that embeds the heated metal’s vapor into 
the glass; all creating interesting art pieces 
with various and unusual colors,” he said.

Another new area involves flintknapping, 
the process of turning glass rods into arrow-
head shapes. 

“I do it as a side hobby, and people 
seem to enjoy them,” he said.

The SRU graduate began his ventures 
into glasswork as a student. 

“I saw a local glass artisan at a festival 
at Slippery Rock Falls during the summer of 
2014. As an art student, I was mesmerized. 
I watched for hours and hours. I took some 
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“I love the material, and I love working 
with it. It is so versatile,” he said. In addition 
to making the various glass pieces during 
his 30-50-hour workweek, McDonald said 
he particularly enjoys giving glass-working 
demonstrations. 

“It is a lot of fun to interact with the public 
and the kids get a kick out of it,” he said. “I 
also really enjoy teaching, so I am trying to 
push into those areas. I would like to have 
a studio designed for public demonstrations 
and teaching. Others looking to try working 
with glass as a hobby or art, should know it 
is relatively inexpensive. You can start and 
get a feel for the art for less than $500. Your 
only expenses are the propane and oxygen. 
There are numerous companies that offer the 
colored tubing and other materials.”

And as a precaution, he says first-timers 
involved in the art can’t use old windowpane, 
glass jars or glass brick-a-brac from sec-
ond-hand stores in this form of glass working. 

“The glass is just not suitable, since it is 
not the right kind of temper; they are very 
volatile; and they don’t have the heat expan-
sion capabilities. That said, an expert can 
work with this kind of glass, but it becomes 
very brittle,” he added.

His end goal is to someday see the famed 
glass of Murano, Italy.

As with all new entrepreneurs, McDonald 
is online and is seeking custom orders, 
students and events for live demonstra-
tions. You can reach him via the web 
at: www.JeffersonGlass.org; email, 
JeffersonGlassCo@gmail.com; or by phone 
at 724.814.0127.

classes at a nearby glassblowing center, 
and I really got into it, including buying my 
own torch and related equipment,” he said. 
“I later reconnected with the festival glass 
artist to further enhance my skills.”

McDonald began his design work while 
attending Knoch High School, including 
designing T-shirts for school events. 

“I have always been starting companies. 
In high school, I created Vivid Creations 
that included creating business logos and 
was focused on marketing. At SRU, I started 
doing graphic design freelance work; then 
took a printmaking class, my first actual art 
class; then moved to ceramics that I liked a 
lot; then went into metals, sculpture, forging 
and related areas. The only thing I did not 
do at SRU was drawing, fibers and painting 
courses,” he said.

Trial-and-error and online videos also 
improved his glass-handling abilities.

At SRU, McDonald earned an interdis-
ciplinary studies degree that he said was 
made up of approximately 80 percent art 
classes and 20 percent sociology classes.

While a student, McDonald served as 
vice president, and later, president, of 
the SRU Art Society and assisted with the 
weekly Open Ceramic Night program. The 
open sessions allow anyone interested in 
ceramics to try their hand at “pot throwing” 
on the pottery wheels in the SRU Ceramic 
Studio. The sessions are primarily respon-
sible for creating the thousands of ceramic 
soup bowls used annually at SRU’s now 
decades-old Empty Bowls lunch/dinner. The 
event spotlights local, statewide, national 
and world hunger by sending guests home 
with a handmade soup bowl as a reminder 
of famine.

“As a student, I bounced 
around in the various art 
forms offered at SRU. The 
diverse classes shaped 
the way I think 
about art. The tech-
nical know-how I 
learned transfers 
into the various 
art mediums 
and has helped 
me greatly. I do 
think I needed 
more work in run-
ning my art as a 
business,” said with 
a laugh. “However, 
the Art Seminar course, 
open to seniors who sit 
with a single professor and talk 
about their own art and that of others, 
touched on some of the aspects of building 
a business.”

In addition to the jewelry and marbles, 
McDonald also makes animal sculptures 

and small water fountains along with various 
other glass items at his Jefferson Glass stu-
dio housed in the family garage. His largest 
items to date include 10-inch-tall water or 
wine goblets. While able to make the entire 
goblet from scratch, McDonald sometimes 
uses pre-made cup and foot pieces pur-
chased from suppliers. He spends his talent 
concentrating on the intricacies of “welding” 
them to his handmade, customized stems. A 
current customer consignment asked for four 
goblets, in matching pairs. 

His smallest pieces are glass tur-
tles. They can range from three-

fourths to one-inch – or a bit 
larger. Some are done in 

colored glass, others in 
clear. “They are just 
small pieces for fun,” 
he said.

His glassworks 
have taken him to 
various festivals 
and studios around 
the county. He 

recently returned 
from a trip to Laguna 

Beach, California, 
where he made con-

tacts to display his art. He 
was featured at this year’s 

Lenni Lenape Intertribal Powwow 
in Mercer, the Butler Fall Arts Festival, 

the Ryan Ellis Community Night in Butler 
and the Saxonburg Arts Festival. He has 
also joined in the Mingle On Main events 
in downtown Saxonburg. 
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T he Gettysburg Campaign is known as the turning point  
of the Civil War, but nearly 130 years later the historic  
battlefield was the setting for a turning point in Dana Shoaf’s 

career. A Civil War reenactor who graduated with two degrees from 
Slippery Rock University, Shoaf was hired as a movie extra for the 
filming of “Gettysburg” in 1992. 

So he loaded up his beat-up Chevy ST pickup truck, drove from 
Ohio to Gettysburg and lived in a tent for a couple weeks, pocket-
ing little more than per diem money. Two weeks became a month. 
Although he cajoled his way into a living space above a local pub and 

their 
story

HISTORY

met history buffs who eventually helped land him a permanent job, 
Shoaf’s foray that wed his hobby to his career was not as civil, if you 
will, to the woman he planned to wed. 

“He didn’t get home until right before we got married; that was a 
little interesting,” recalled Heidi Campbell-Shoaf, who was completing 
her master’s degree in history from Kent State University. “He always 
likes to say he had a six-week bachelor party.”

Now that they are happily married, you could say the rest is history. 
But for this couple everything is history.

Dana is the editor of “Civil War Times” magazine and Heidi is the 

is



30    THE ROCK WINTER 2018    31 

director and chief curator at the Daughters of the American Revolution 
Museum in Washington, D.C. They met as history majors at SRU 
in 1989, Dana completing his master’s degree and Heidi pursuing 
her bachelor’s. They live in an 18th-century house in Middletown, 
Maryland, they bought in 2012 and continue to restore. Even when 
they are not at work or home, their conversations are about – what 
else? – history.

“It can get pretty nerdy,” said Heidi, who describes their  
countryside home as federalist/neoclassical. “We like a lot of historic 
architecture, so we’ll be driving down the road and one or the other of 

us will just be like, ‘Oh, look at that!,’ and almost wreck the car because 
we just saw this great example of a Greek Revival house.”

Their own history as a couple started at SRU, where Dana earned 
his bachelor’s degree in history in 1984 before obtaining his mas-
ter’s in 1990, the same year Heidi completed her bachelor’s in history. 
Dana knew of Heidi, who was president of the history honorary, Phi 
Alpha Theta, but they didn’t meet until Dana, who was a graduate 
assistant in the Career Services Office, asked another counselor to 
introduce him to Heidi when she came in to get study guides for the 
graduate school entrance exam, the GRE.
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Dana, meanwhile, was hired as 
a copy editor in 1999 by the com-
pany that is now HistoryNet, which 
owns the magazines “Civil War 
Times” and “America’s Civil War.” 
He’s been a magazine editor for 
the last 15 years, at one point edit-
ing both Civil War magazines, but 
he has been exclusively the editor of 
“Civil War Times” since 2010.

“I’m fortunate because I’ve been 
involved in this community for a long 
time,” Dana said. “I’ve known dozens 
and dozens of people and I’ve used 
that to my advantage to keep monitor-
ing this little Civil War community to 
know what’s coming out, what’s fresh.”

That’s Dana’s challenge, finding new 
stories and angles to tell from a conflict 
that concluded more than 150 years 
ago. “Civil War Times” is the largest 

publication dedicated to the American Civil War, published six 
times per year for 50,000 subscribers.

“I’m constantly thinking about new ways to approach the Civil 
War, which is not easy, because it’s been so heavily written about,” 
Dana said. “There are ways to do it; you just have to keep at it.”

An example is a recent issue that included new research that 
revealed photographs of five Civil War generals wearing the 

They started dating and both 
later enrolled in postgraduate pro-
grams at Kent State, although Dana 
never finished his doctorate degree, 
choosing a different direction. 

While on the set for “Gettysburg,” 
Dana met Brian Pohanka, a well-
known Civil War author, scholar and 
preservationist, as well as Robert Lee 
Hodge, a fellow reenactor and tent-
mate. Through referrals from Pohanka 
and Hodge, who was also a free-
lance writer, Dana got a job at Time 
Life books as a freelance researcher 
for Time Life’s Civil War series and later 
was a writer and copy editor. 

Not long before he landed at Time 
Life, the Shoafs moved to Maryland when 
Heidi was hired as a historian at the DAR 
in 1996. Heidi later left the DAR and 
worked in various roles, including the cura-
tor and director of the Historical Society of Frederick County, before 
returning as director of the DAR Museum in 2013. 

Civil War 
Re-Union

George McDowell and Dana Shoaf were both 
part of the SRU marching band’s drumline in 
1981. McDowell was the drum major and Shoaf 
played the tri-toms. Later in life, however, they 
would march to the beat of a different drummer 
as Civil War history buffs, though they didn’t 
share the interest at the time. 

After graduating from SRU in 1982 with a 
degree in communications, McDowell returned  
to his alma mater where he’s worked the last  
33 years in a variety of roles, including the last 

George McDowell, who works in SRU’s Enrollment Management Office, conducts 
demonstrations each year at Slippery Rock Middle School’s Civil War Day.
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same coat, proving that the photos were taken after the war and 
debunking the belief that the images were captured during the war. 
Additionally, Civil War-related topics are still viewed in the prism 
of current events, such as the recent debate over the removal of 
Confederate monuments.

Civil War content is widely consumed, enough to warrant two 
magazines by the same company and entire sections of bookstores 
devoted to the topic. According to Dana, there are three main rea-
sons for this popularity:
•  The Civil War is considered the first major conflict to be exten-

sively photographed. Despite photos existing from earlier con-

10 years as a recruitment and retention strategist/veterans certifying 
official in the Enrollment Management Office.

In 1990, McDowell was searching for a hobby when then Rock 
men’s soccer coach and faculty member Jim Herlinger asked 
McDowell to join him at the Slippery Rock Sportsman’s Club where 
McDowell shot a Sharps carbine military rifle, a version of a cavalry 
weapon that was issued in the Civil War. McDowell, who last shot 
competitively on the rifle team in high school, hit 48 of 50 targets.

“(Jim) said, ‘I think you can do this,’” McDowell said. “That kind 
of spurred my interest. I wanted a hobby that was different. It 
expanded my personal education and knowledge of not only the 
Civil War but the United States military.”

From there, McDowell became more involved with not only shoot-
ing but history as well. He joined the 12th Pennsylvania Reserve 
Volunteer Infantry unit of the North-South Skirmish Association. 
“Skirmishes” are different than Civil War reenactments because 
participants shoot live Civil War-era weapons at targets as part of 
competitions, rather than reenactors who participate in mock-battle 
situations and shoot blanks.

McDowell’s unit, which consists of 20 members who also perform 

historic preservation activities, shoot everything from revolvers, car-
bines, muskets and cannons at events about 10 weekends per year 
across the Mid-Atlantic region.

Locally, McDowell has conducted demonstrations the last 15 
years as part of Slippery Rock Middle School’s Civil War Day, 
shooting an 1842 smoothbore cannon used by his skirmish unit, 
and educating students about tactics and technology used in the 
Civil War.

“The kids like it,” McDowell said. “What’s not fun when you’re in 
eighth grade and you help load and fire a Civil War cannon? It’s 
also fun because now some of the teachers went through it when 
they were students.”

McDowell also demonstrated his carbines and muskets for mem-
bers of the SRU ROTC, educating senior cadets about Civil War-era 
weapons before they visited Gettysburg last April. 

Shoaf, the editor of “Civil War Times” magazine, saw McDowell 
at an antiques arms collectors show in Baltimore last winter, 
together realizing how they are part of the SRU alumni community 
but also helping to grow a community of Civil War enthusiasts.

flicts, the Civil War marked the first time a visual record of the 
realities of war became available for widespread public con-
sumption, thanks to photographers like Mathew Brady who 
entered the battlefields to document the war.

•  What Dana calls the “If-You-Build-It-They-Will-Come Theory,” 
there was a significant lobbying force by veterans in the post-war 
years to protect the battlefields and construct monuments. From 
Gettysburg to Antietam to Shiloh and Chickamauga, there are 
attractions all over the East Coast that preserved the history for 
future generations. 

•  Not many wars took place in America. While the Revolutionary 
War was critically important, most sources indicate fewer than 
7,000 casualties, whereas 620,000 soldiers, some 2 percent 
of the U.S. population, perished in the American Civil War. 
Indian wars were also significant but often considered distasteful. 
“America has been fortunate that we haven’t had a lot of warfare 
on our soil,” Dana said. “The Civil War is really the only vast, 
large-scale conflict that’s ever taken place in this country.”

Dana Shoaf, ’84 (center) meets with his editorial team to discuss an upcoming issue of  
“Civil War Times” magazine, which is published six times per year for 50,000 subscribers.
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Dana certainly has an appre-
ciation for the Revolutionary 
War, especially since his wife 
works for an organization, 
the DAR, whose membership 
requires proof of “lineal, bloodline 
descent from an ancestor who aided 
in achieving American independence,” 
even though she is not a descendent.

While Dana tells stories of the brutal warfare, Heidi 
concentrates on the decorative arts as director of the DAR Museum. 
That’s been the focus of the museum since it was created in 1890 
as a place to keep historical objects kept by women who inherited 
household items from their families with Revolutionary War ancestors. 

Some of the exhibits in the DAR Museum include rooms furnished 
as if they were from a particular time period, from the 1600s to the 
1930s. The museum also has paintings from the likes of Raphaelle 
Peale, John Singleton Copley and Thomas Sully.

The DAR Museum is located on the same block as the DAR head-
quarters at Memorial Continental Hall, which borders the National 

Mall, or, as DAR employees say, 
“neighbors to the President,” 
with the White House South 
Lawn only a block away.
Heidi’s role as director of the 

DAR Museum is not unlike her 
husband’s as a magazine editor. 

They are both storytellers – just with  
different platforms.

“We’re all under that umbrella of public historian,” 
Heidi said. “We talk directly to the public, whereas in academia 
they are talking to each other or to students. As a writer, you have 
to figure out who your audience is and find strategies to reach 
them. […] What is the story behind these objects and why should 
people care about them is what museums are there for.”

But storytelling is not all their jobs entail.
“It’s a great job, but the biggest misconception people have is I 

can sit and talk about Gettysburg all day,” said Dana, who man-
ages a team that includes a photo editor and an art editor and 
handles assignments and contracts for several freelance writers. 
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“There’s a lot of 
administration and 
balls in the air.”

Likewise, Heidi 
doesn’t get to do the 
research she once did as 
curator, but as chief cura-
tor she must know “a little 
bit about everything” in their 
collection in addition to man-
aging the museum’s budget and 
supervising the people who cre-
ate programming for the museum, 
such as an educational summer 
camp for children. 

That’s where their SRU education benefitted them. 
“It’s just not training to get a job, it’s an education,” Heidi 

said. “I still think about that things I learned at SRU. I’m glad I 
took the anthropology courses that I took because it helped me 
understand other cultures better. I also took archeology courses, 

so I understood arti-
facts, but I also took a 
business/math course 
which helps me now 
with all the administra-
tive duties I have. SRU 
provided that opportu-
nity to investigate and 
to get a variety of 
experiences.”

“SRU had a huge 
role in my life,” Dana 
said. “Those two 
years when I got my 

graduate degree I really started to mature and say, ‘OK, I’ve got 
to get a plan here.’ It was a huge, huge influence on me.”

The Shoafs share other connections to SRU and western 
Pennsylvania. Both of their mothers attended SRU and Dana went 
to Neshannock High School in New Castle and Heidi is from Karns 
City High in Butler County.

“I love coming back to the area,” said Dana, who last year pro-
filed Civil War-relevant locations near Pittsburgh for his magazine. 
Although Slippery Rock was not one of them, he shares the same 
affinity for SRU as his wife, which, yes, includes some of the archi-
tecture of campus buildings like North Hall and Old Main.

Together they’ve built connections and developed careers that 
many consider leisure interests or hobbies.

“We’ve created quite a network of historians and history-related 
people,” Heidi said. “Some of my staff claim that I know every-
body.” She added, “People I don’t know, Dana seems to know.”

The Daughters of the American Revolution Museum is located in Memorial Continental Hall 
(top left), a block from the White House in Washington, D.C. The museum features decorative 
arts exhibits, such as “Eye on Elegance” (far left) with sophisticated quilts made by women 
prior to 1860, and “Remembering the American Revolution” (bottom left). Heidi Campbell-
Shoaf ’90 (left, with her staff; below, with her husband, Dana) was first hired as a historian 
by the DAR in 1996 and returned in 2013 as the museum director.
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Sometimes all you need is just one shot.
In Larry Rotge’s case, it turned out to be his 

only shot. Fortunately for the Slippery Rock 
University professor emeritus of history, he hit 
the mark and it changed his life forever. 

Now, he and his wife, Ann Marie, are 
hoping they can do the same for a number 
of SRU students.

The year was 1978 and Rotge had just 
received his doctorate from Ball State 
University. As he and Ann Marie began 
the process of job searching for the newly 
minted Ph.D., the opportunities were less 
than abundant.

“I needed to apply for a job and there 
was one … one, single job … that I could 
apply for,” said Rotge. “A one-year, tempo-
rary position at SRU.

“Since it was that one or nothing, when 
the offer came along, I took the one,” he 
said. “That one year became a second year 
and the second year became a tenure track 
and we ended up staying right here.”

And stay “right here” the Rotges did, to 
the tune of a 29-year run at The Rock.

“There was no reason nor any interest to 
ever test the job market once we got here,” 
said Larry Rotge. “I had a good salary, 
excellent benefits, a fine retirement plan and, 
most importantly, I was doing what I wanted 
to do: teach students and doing it alongside 
really good people.

“At the end of the day, I was probably no 
different than most of the faculty. I couldn’t 

with scholarships
Rotges memorialize friends, colleagues  

tell you the number of people who told me 
they were going to come to SRU for one or 
two or three years and then they were going 
to move on. But they didn’t because of the 
people and the conditions; it’s just a place 
you can really enjoy living and learning.”

The Rotges hope that, through a trio of 
scholarships they have established, there will 
be a long line of SRU students who feel the 
same way.

The genesis for the scholarships was 
born from not only the Rotges’ desire to 
give back and aid deserving students, but 
from input from former colleagues and SRU 
associate professors of history, Lia Paradis 
and Carlis White.

“We had rough ideas about how we 
wanted to configure our gifts,” said Larry 
Rotge, “but the input provided by both Lia 
and Carlis was invaluable in determining 
what was appropriate to honor those we 
were memorializing. We’re grateful for their 
ideas because they really hit on the right 
points and direction. We simply just pro-
vided the funding.

“When Clarie (Settlemire) died last year, 
we thought it would be a good idea to 

memorialize her. And that got us to think-
ing about Donna (McKee, former History 
Department secretary) as well. They were 
colleagues, they were friends and they 
both spent decades on this campus, hav-
ing dedicated their lives to educating and 
assisting students.”

Settlemire, a former professor of his-
tory who passed away in 2016, spent 34 
years at SRU, while McKee, who died in 
2014, was on campus for 35 years, from 
1968-2002.

“We put a very high premium on seniority 
… people who’ve been at their job for many 
years, and are often underappreciated,” said 
Larry Rotge. “There are a lot of people, not 

just here, but in general, who work hard, do 
their job and generally don’t pat themselves 
on the back. So now, through things such as 
this, it’s time to remember what they did. Ann 
Marie and I are immensely fortunate to be in 
a position to help that along and make it a 
benefit to students as well. This isn’t about us; 
it’s about honoring service and memories and 
benefitting deserving students.”

The Rotges, both of whom were scholar-
ship recipients during their time at Ball State, 
feel that giving back through scholarships is 
a large piece of their life puzzle.

“Students need help, plain and simple,” 
said Larry Rotge. “The costs keep going up 
and there are more and more stories that I 
hear, that I wish I didn’t, of students having 
to make choices between A and B. ‘Do I buy 
this book or do I eat today?’ What kind of 
choice is that?

“The world has changed. Funding by the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania has all but 
deserted the State System … the reduction 
in support compared to the cost burden 
placed on students is outrageous. It really 
leaves (students) hanging. We feel, where 
we can, we should. And when you factor in 
the opportunity to memorialize good people 
who worked hard at the same time, it all just 
came together.”

“The people who we’re talking about, 
Clarie and Donna, helping others was just 

“  At the end of the day, I was probably no different than most of the faculty.  
I couldn’t tell you the number of people who told me they were going to come  
to SRU for one or two or three years and then they were going to move on.  
But they didn’t because of the people and the conditions; it’s just a place you 
can really enjoy living and learning.”

Dr. Clarie Settlemire Memorial Endowed Scholarship
The Settlemire Memorial Endowed Scholarship will provide funds for a student to travel 

abroad. Travel can be defined as study abroad for a semester or a year, or travel as part 
of a University-escorted trip. First preference will be given to history majors. The donor is 
able to reassess and change criteria as needs determine.

Donna McKee Memorial Service Award
The recipient will be a history major, selected at the conclusion of the student’s  

junior year for use in meeting senior-year expenses. These expenses can include  
tuition, books, meal plans or other expenses connected to their academic pursuit  
or can be used to cover expenses for an unpaid internship.

The Emeritus Fund
The recipient will be a history major with identified emergency needs to help them on 

their path to professional growth. This fund is to be used to help students with GRE exam 
costs, graduate school application fees or any other relatively minor costs associated with 
their academic pursuits.

The Emeritus Fund will be accessed and awarded as needed, based upon student 
need, at the discretion of the history department.
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part of their DNA. Dr. Settlemire was also 
a minister, so she not only was teaching stu-
dents, and helping them academically and 
scholastically, but she was very often help-
ing them personally,” said Ann Marie Rotge. 

“These people, they helped others, so 
they should be remembered for that in my 
view,” said Larry Rotge. “And students need 
help, so what better way to do both, or 
at least to make an effort in doing both? 
These scholarships aren’t going to entirely 
solve students’ problems, everyone knows 
that, but you help where you can.”

“If you’re in a position like we are,” said 
Ann Marie Rotge, “and I think a number  
of other people our ages or even a little 
older than us are, and you’re sitting there  
thinking, ‘What else do we need? We  
have what we want,’ then maybe you  
can help someone else too. If you can  
live the style you want and you still  
have more, give it to somebody else.”

To learn more about the Clarie 
Settlemire Memorial Endowed,  
Donna McKee Memorial Service  
and Emeritus Fund scholarships,  
and other ways to give to SRU,  
visit www.srufoundation.org
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Ann Marie and Larry Rotge have established a pair of scholarships 
that will honor former Slippery Rock University friends and colleagues 
Donna McKee (left) and Clarie Settlemire.
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1950s
Gene Karmazyn, ’59, was awarded the 
Unsung Hero Award by STRIVE4XLENTS, Inc., 
a non-profit organization that encourages 
and assists the youth of Aliquippa. He was 
given this award in appreciation of 38 years 
of dedication to the Aliquippa School District 
and its students as a teacher of theater arts, 
advanced acting and TV production; 19 years 
as the audio-visual specialist; and volunteer. 
Gene would love to hear from any of his thes-
pian friends from their Sheely Theater days 
(jeankarmazyn@comcast.net). . ● 1

1960s
Bruce Taylor, Ed.D, ’69, was named pro-
fessor emeritus at Gwynedd Mercy University. 
Taylor was employed as an assistant professor 
and department chair at the university in 
2002 before retiring in 2013. He continues to 
be active on campus assisting with the men’s 
and women’s tennis teams, participating in 
the Autism Institute and mentoring in the 
student leadership program.

1970s
Susan (Cavalline) Evans, ’70, an 
ovarian cancer survivor, was recognized 
for her efforts to bring about awareness 
of the disease when Bill Peduto, mayor of 
Pittsburgh, declared Sept. 12 as “Susan 
Evans Day” throughout Pittsburgh. Evans, 
a native of the North Hills, was also rec-
ognized on the floor of the Pennsylvania 
Senate for her campaign to designate 
September 2017 as “Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month.” The Pennsylvania 
Senate and House approved the measure. 
Evans is the author of the book, “Don’t 
Write The Obituary Yet,” in which she 
chronicles her journey with ovarian cancer 
and offers advice for those challenged with 
the disease.   ● 2
Helen Mary Daniels Kester, ’74, 
’78, retired from New Kensington-Arnold 
School District Elementary Education and 
Reading Program in 2006. After complet-
ing her M.Div. at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary, Kester was ordained in Redstone 
Presbytery and has served Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church in Lewistown since 2013. 
Hal Kester, ’74, ’80, who retired in 
2009 from his career in health and physical 
education and elementary education in the 
Greater Latrobe School District, has remained 
active in retirement, selling woodworking 
crafts and training as a massage therapist.

Bill McChain, ’74, has served as the 
public address announcer for Virginia Tech 
University football and men’s basketball 
for the past 19 years. The former general 
manager of WNFT radio during his final two 
years at SRU, McChain went on to serve 
as the play-by-play voice of the Davidson 
Wildcats, Winthrop Eagles, Lenoir Rhyne 
Bears and the Charlotte Rage, an Arena 
Football League franchise from 1992-96. A 
winner of a variety of broadcasting awards, 
McChain is most proud of receiving the Paul 
Harris Fellow award for outstanding service 
to his community. 
Ida Chirozzi Ostrowski, ’74, retired 
from the York County School Division in 
Virginia after 27 years, including 16 years 
as a seventh grade English teacher and 11 
years as licensure specialist. Ostrowski has 
now begun a consulting business in licen-
sure, recruiting and training. She resides in 
Williamsburg, Virginia.
Gary Burt, ’77, recently retired as 
finance director for Fritz in Fishers. He 
spent more than 30 years in auto finance 
and banking. Burt is a cancer survivor and 
has been in remission for seven years. Burt 
attributes his education at SRU with helping 
prepare him for the challenges he would 
face. Burt and his wife, Roxanne, reside in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.
Janet Casulli Hoover, ’78, retired 
after 40 years teaching special education 
and elementary education for Prince William 
County Schools in Northern Virginia. Hoover 
resides in Manassas, Virginia.
Geno Bonetti, ’79, has been appointed 
to the board of directors of the United 
Spinal Association, a national nonprofit 
organization that improves the quality 
of life for all Americans with spinal cord 
injuries and disorders. A resident of Gibsonia, 
Bonetti is an executive health care consul-
tant, specializing in pre-hospital medicine, 
rehabilitation and long-term acute care. 
A veteran of more than three decades as 
a health care professional, he is currently 
the vice president of medical education for 

the Pennsylvania Medical Cannabis Society 
where he coordinates numerous programs 
including Physician and Clinical Program 
Development, and Operations and Education 
at various health care institutions.
Cheryl Ann Edmonds, ’79, a teacher 
for more than 28 years, recently retired for 
health reasons. Following her retirement, 
Edmonds authored her first book, “A Piece of 
Me,” which details her expression of poems 
that “God (has) whispered to her.” ● 3

1980s
Eileen Shafer, ’81, recently became the 
first female superintendent of the Paterson 
(New Jersey) Public Schools. Previously the 
deputy superintendent, Shafer was named 
acting superintendent until a permanent 
appointment was made. She has worked 
in the Paterson district the past 25 years, 
playing a key role in breaking up the city’s 
comprehensive high schools into career 
themed academies that resulted in improved 
learning environments.
Diane Bullard, ’86, was recently named 
director of Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Allentown, a multi-purpose social service 
agency providing assistance to families, 
children and adults in Berks, Carbon, Lehigh, 
Northampton and Schuylkill counties.
Stephen Clark, ’88, superintendent of 
National Parks of Western Pennsylvania, 
recently oversaw the ground breaking of 
the final element of the Flight 93 National 
Memorial, a 93-foot tall Tower of Voices 
during the 16th anniversary of the United 
Flight 93 crash. The tower will feature 40 
tubular metal wind chimes, one for each of 
the 33 passengers and seven crew members 
who died.

1990s
Troy Fornof, ’91, has been named 
vice president of underwriting and market-
ing, contract division, at Western World 
Insurance Company, a specialty U.S. com-
mercial insurer, offering insurance products 
on a surplus lines and admitted basis. Based 
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In Memory
E. Patricia (Wilson) Hammerle, ‘42
Martha Schaaf, ‘47
Paul Uram, ‘49
William Daniels, ‘50
Ann (Pliska) Pudelkiewicz, ‘52
Darley (List) Vaughan, ‘53
Carl Fogle, ‘54
R. Keith Armel, ‘55
Phyllis Ann Emerson, ‘57
Emma (Hogan) Slosky, ‘58
John Strelec, ‘58
George Murphy, ‘59
Elizabeth Verner, ‘59
Edward McFarlane, ‘62
Thomas Williams, ‘62
Patricia (Sickles) Vormack, ‘63
George Tatusko, ‘64
Shirley (Berringer) Osborne, ‘67
Georgia (Kotula) Polas, ‘67
Alice Schmid-Miller, ‘69
Kathy Green, ‘71
William McGary, ‘71
Sharon (Johnson) Murphy, ‘71
Constance (Forcht) Channing, ‘72
Sara (Kast) Mullin, ‘73
Susan (Henderson) Parisi, ‘73
Cindy (Kennedy) Heuer, ‘74
Maureen (Thomas) Wolfgarth, ‘75
Betty Fritz, ‘77
James Malley, ‘78
Richard O’Donnell, ‘80
Susan (Berrigan) Spak, ‘80
Charlotte Frantz, ‘84
Susan (Snyder) Grannis, ‘86
David Waugh, ‘87
Robert Karaska, ‘89
Joanne Jamison, ‘91
Kerry (McKnight) Garrett, ‘00
Adam Gallagher, ‘11
Brian Shaw, ‘15

Shirley Attridge, retired staff
Mark Banks, retired faculty
Herbert Burger, former  
    SRU Foundation, Inc. board
Grady Cooper, former trustee
Thomas Gordon, retired faculty
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in Parsippany, New Jersey, Fornof will 
continue the expansion of Western World’s 
Contract Binding Authority business. 
Nicola Henry-Taylor, Esq., ’93, 
joined JBM Legal Nov. 1 as an attorney.
Steven Smith, ’94, was named 
Pennsylvania’s 2017 Distinguished Principal 
by the National Association of Elementary 
School Principals in Washington, D.C. The 
Eden Hall Upper Elementary School principal 
was recognized for his commitment to 
increasing student achievement and creating 
an environment in which students thrive. 
Todd Garzarelli, ’98, was recently 
named director of intercollegiate athletics at 
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. 

2000s
Kelly Austin, ’01, was named asso-
ciate vice president for administration 
in the Office of the Vice President for 
Commonwealth Campuses at Pennsylvania 
State University. In his role, Austin will 
provide leadership and supervision in the 
areas of strategic planning and imple-
mentation, budget planning and resource 
allocations, human resources, marketing, 
commonwealth campuses intercollegiate 
athletics and information technology across 
PSU’s nearly two-dozen commonwealth 
campuses. 
Meghan Jourden-Messerich, ’03, 
was recently named superintendent of 
recreation for the Sycamore (Illinois) Park 
District. In her new role, Jourden-Messerich 
will oversee recreational facilities, services 
and initiatives throughout the park district. 
Her immediate focus will be on staffing 
needs for the community center, expanding 
the district’s program offerings and deter-
mining operations and fees for new facilities.
Paul Miller, ’03, recently won the 
Faculty Member of the Quarter Award at 
Central Penn College in Enola. He also won 
Club Adviser of the Year for his work with 
the Knightly News Media Club. Miller helped 
start the news organization and orchestrated 
the start of a new podcast studio.

Erica Nelson, ’04, was recently named 
director of student-athlete development 
at the University of Arkansas. In her role, 
Nelson will implement and conduct life skills 
programming for student-athletes, serve as 
an adviser for the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee, direct the student-athlete drug 
testing program and serve on the athletic 
department’s performance team. 
James McCorkle, ’07, was recently 
appointed manager of Parker Dam State 
Park by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources. 
McCorkle will oversee the 968-acre park in 
Clearfield County that features picturesque 
forests, swamp meadows, pine plantations, 
mixed hardwoods and a scenic lake in the 
heart of Moshannon State Forest.
Matthew Vannoy, ’09, was recently 
hired as assistant principal at Sharon Middle 
School. Vannoy also serves as a city of 
Sharon representative to the Mercer County 
Regional Council of Governments.

2010s
Julie Akerly, ’10, was among three 
winners of the 2017 Mayor’s Arts Awards, 
presented by Phoenix (Arizona) Mayor Greg 
Stanton and the Phoenix Center for the Arts. 
The Mayor’s Arts Awards serve to identify 
leaders in arts from five categories in the 
Phoenix area based on innovation, impact 
and integration. Akerly won the Dance Artist 
category. Akerly is a dancer and choreogra-
pher from Tempe, Arizona. 
Crystal Latimer, ’10, exhibited her 
abstract art at Penn State New Kensington. 
Latimer’s collection of pieces, created from 
2015 to September 2017, were inspired 
by her exploration and commentary on the 
Westernization of Latin America.
Bryen Spriggs, ’10, has been hired by 
the Community College of Beaver County 
as sports information and college events 
administrator and men’s basketball coach. 
Justin Brown, ’11, was the keynote 
speaker at the 16th annual Professional 
Development Conference on Academic 

●8 ●9●7
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Advising at the Penn Stater Hotel and 
Conference Center. The theme of the 
conference was “Inclusive Advising: Building 
Bridges in a Diverse Learning Environment.” 
Brown, residence life director at West Chester 
University, is the chief executive officer 
and president of the Diversity Awareness 
Program. The purpose of the program is to 
encourage diversity and cultural unity in all 
areas of life among students, faculty and 
staff on university campuses. 
Sean Thomas, ’13, ’15, currently a stu-
dent success coach at the Community College 
of Allegheny County, was recently named to 
the McAuley Ministries board of directors. 
McAuley Ministries, the grant-making founda-
tion of the Pittsburgh Mercy Health System, 
commits resources and works to promote 
healthy, safe and vibrant communities 
served by Sisters of Mercy in southwestern 
Pennsylvania.
Brenda Gruber, ’15, exhibited her 
fiber artwork made from denim at the Art 
Outreach Gallery in Niles, Ohio. Gruber’s 
artistic areas of concentration are in fiber arts 
and photography, using subject matter from 
her life, nature and animals, often creating 
large mural-size works of art.
Jondavid Longo, ’15, was recently elected 
mayor of Slippery Rock Borough. Longo, 27, 
will be the youngest mayor in the borough’s 
history when he takes office in 2018 for a 
four-year term. Brock Beck, an undeclared 
sophomore from New Castle, and Kyle Beck, 
’17, helped manage Longo’s campaign.
Simmone Bell, ’16, represented SRU 
as a delegate at the inauguration ceremony 
for Chatham University’s new president, 
David Finegold. A former graduate assistant 
in SRU’s academic services office, Bell is 
currently employed at CU as the coordinator 
of residence life and student activities.  
Nathan Taxel,’16, has been named 
the 2017 Southern EE’er of the Year by the 
California Association for Environmental 
& Outdoor Education. Taxel spearheaded 
the Ocean Institute’s partnership with the 
Ranch at Laguna Beach to create a summer 
campout program that provides tuition free 
overnight EE experiences for about 300 
underprivileged students a year. ●4

Weddings
Sheena Ekas, ’10, married, Gregory Carl, 
Aug. 11, 2017 in Prospect. The couple resides 
in Saxonburg. ●5
Derek Hathazy, ’16, and Kelly 
Elluinger, ’15, were married Sept. 22, 
2017 at The Gathering Place in Darlington. 
The couple resides in Zelienople.  ●6
Tony Mehalic, ’04, and Abigail Wilson 
were married May 28, 2017. The couple 
resides in Latrobe where they are both teach-

ers at the Greater Latrobe School District. ●7
Nikki Presto, ’10, married Lucas 
Feather, ’10, in Pittsburgh June 17, 2017. 
The couple resides in Dormont. ●8
Corey Street, ’12, married Monica 
Sigler, July 15, 2017. The couple resides in 
Louisville, Ohio. ●9

Birth Announcements
Bill Kammermeier, ’03, and Mandy 
Kammermeier, ’17, welcomed their first 
child, Malena Carli, born May 26, 2017.  ●10

Jennifer (Sherman) Navickas, ’06, 
and her husband, Justin, welcomed Liliana 
Grace, born March 22, 2017.  ●11
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“We’re always ahead of the game,” said Ewell, a custodial 
worker in her 19th year at the University and her 13th at the 
stadium. “I run high-speed. I just like to get stuff done. You 
just do it.”

Ahead of the game for Ewell begins well before the start 
of her 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. shift, partly because of her get-stuff-
done mentality and the 11 bins of laundry that need to be 
washed by 10 a.m. But there’s also the get-out-of-the-way 
mentality, to have the floors swept and mopped before  
student-athletes start arriving, sometimes as early as 6 a.m. 
to use the weight room.

“Don’t get in her way; you’ll get run over,” coworker 
Shreve said with a laugh, nodding her head in agreement 
while Ewell added with a smile, “I rule up here. I’m the boss.”

Ewell may run a no-nonsense operation but that doesn’t 
mean she doesn’t have a soft spot for players. She learned 

when George Mihalik was SRU’s head coach to tell 
the football players to pick 

up after themselves if the 
locker room 

If you’ve ever struggled to just keep your room, apartment or office clean and tidy, you have 
to admire Jacki Ewell, Cindy Shreve, Virginia Pisor and Sheila Sutton. They’re the Slippery Rock 
University “super crew,” the group responsible for cleaning up once the fans and teams have 
called it a day. They are The Rock team that tackles the trash, does the team’s laundry and preps 
the facility for another week, another crowd and another game.

became too messy rather than telling the coaches. “If I told 
the coaches, then the players had to run extra at practice,” 
she whispered sheepishly. She’s also known to bake cookies 
or brownies that she leaves for the team. 

“She holds the guys accountable just like the coaches and 
they respect her and appreciate everything she does for 
them,” said Shawn Lutz, SRU’s head football coach. “She 
takes a lot of pride in her work and it shows. We can’t thank 
her and the rest of the custodians enough and we can’t  
imagine going through a season without them.”

Despite being considered by Lutz and the team as “part 
of the Rock football family,” the custodians said they don’t 
usually attend the games or consider themselves sports fans, 
although they proudly wear their team-issued T-shirts. 

Interestingly, more often than not, Ewell said she could  
figure out which team won by simply glancing into the locker 
rooms. An SRU victory meant the opposing team locker room 
was messy because they were upset they lost and just wanted 
to get out of there. 

“And if our guys win, it’s a mess because they celebrate 
and throw everything everywhere,” Ewell added. “They don’t 
care … they won!”

The fans, considered by the custodians to be tidy tailgaters 
in the parking lots, leave lots of trash behind in the stadium. 
This is a common practice at sports venues, where it is accept-
able to just leave that popcorn box or drink under the seat 
because “someone will clean it up.”

That “someone” at SRU are custodians Pisor and Sutton. 
When they start their Sunday morning shift they begin by walk-
ing the bleachers at 6:30 a.m., picking up enough trash to typ-
ically fill 10 bags. The crowd at this year’s homecoming game, 
which set an attendance record of 10,111 people, left behind 
a record amount of trash too, filling more than 25 of the 
super-capacity bags. Typically, cleaning the football stadium, 

including all the restrooms, takes the pair about four hours.
“You want people to come in and say that this is a nice 
place and it’s clean,” Sutton said. “We try to make it that 
way for everybody. I feel we do a good job.”

Pisor and Sutton consider their job a team effort, 
and appreciate the help they get from the grounds’ 
crew that hauls away the trash and from staffers like 
Travis Wunsch, who works as an athletics department 

facility and event manager.
“They (Pisor and Sutton) work their tails off to make sure this 

place is spic and span,” said Wunsch, who locks the gate and 
is often the last person to see the stadium after a game. “We 
hosted a 5K race at 8:30 a.m. the morning after the homecom-
ing game and you would’ve never known there were more 
than 10,000 people in the stadium less than 24 hours earlier.”

Ewell and Shreve arrive on Monday mornings, their busi-
est day of the week but also the time with the fewest people 
around. First on the agenda is getting the laundry started. 
This includes 100 football uniforms. The jerseys are hand 
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hung to dry and the pants dried at 60 degrees, or else the fabric 
would melt, rather than at 200 degrees like towels. They then clean 
the rest of the facility while the laundry is finishing, a process that 
includes spraying each locker with a disinfectant to remove bacteria 
and prevent infections such as Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus, better known as MRSA.

Ewell and Shreve continue this routine each workday, support-
ing practices and other SRU teams including men’s and women’s 
soccer, men’s and women’s track and field, baseball and softball. 
Sometimes, for instance when the football team has a road game 
and leaves at 9 a.m. on a Friday, Ewell arrives at 4 a.m. so that 
everything is clean for their departure.

“They do an amazing job,” said Jess O’Donnell, custodial work 
supervisor. “They know all the ins and outs about the job better than 

we do. They are 
always here and 
they go above and 
beyond what we 
ask. We are lucky 
to have them.”

“Our bosses 
really appreci-
ate what we do,” 
Shreve said.  

“You make your job as hard as you want it. If you maintain it, then 
you don’t have a hard job. You just have to keep busy.”

And maintain a sense of humor.
“If you can joke around and laugh a lot, your day is going to go 

great,” Ewell said. “If you walk around like your head is stuck in the 
mud and feel sorry for yourself, you’ll have a miserable day.” 

Still, when November arrives, the custodians are ready for the fall 
sports season to end, and to turn their attention to other cleaning 

projects, like waxing the floors, before the start of another “season” 
when baseball and softball arrive in February.

There won’t be another football season for the super crew’s  
fearless leader. Ewell, who first cleaned classrooms at the Eisenberg 
Building when she first came to SRU, will retire in July 2018.

“I’ll miss the work and being able to see everybody and having 
a reason to get up in the morning,” Ewell said. “I’m just getting tired 
and the drive is longer.”

Ewell recently moved to Franklin, a 35-minute drive to Slippery 
Rock, with her fiancé, Randall. Ewell, who has two sons, has family 
near Slippery Rock, including a granddaughter, Bailee, who she’ll 
get to spend time with during her retirement.

In addition to keeping her house cleaner than any locker room 
she’s maintained, Ewell is looking forward to some home improve-
ment projects and working in her vegetable garden. She’ll also visit 
Florida, where she once lived for 22 years, but she said she’ll come 
back to see what SRU’s like without her.

“I should come back for Homecoming and leave little Post-It 
notes on the bleachers,” Ewell said, teasing her coworkers who 
were nearby.

But does she have any advice for her replacement?
“Make sure you announce yourself before you go into the locker 

room to get the laundry,” said Ewell, recalling funny stories from 
Shreve’s first days working in the stadium, including players who 
can be less than casual with their attire. “This one guy ran down  
`the hall naked and said ‘I forgot my bag; here you go.’”

After sharing a few laughs, Ewell gathered her thoughts for a  
sincere reflection of her time at SRU.

“I love my job. I love helping people. I love to clean,” Ewell 
added. “(I want to) clean everything up and make it look nice so 
they’ll think, ‘Oh, Jacki was here.’”

Just don’t leave something like that written on the locker room wall.

“  They do an amazing job. They know all 
the ins and outs about the job better 
than we do. They are always here and 
they go above and beyond what we 
ask. We are lucky to have them.”

– Jess O’Donnell, custodial work supervisor

“I love my job. I love helping people.  
I love to clean. (I want to) clean everything up 

and make it look nice so they’ll think,  
‘Oh, Jacki was here.’”
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www.SRU.edu
A member of Pennsylvania’s State System  

of Higher Education

BUILD THE FUTURE  
YOU DESERVE

Experience the Difference

SLIPPERY ROCK UNIVERSITY  
GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Experience the Difference
•  Adapted Physical Activity (on-campus)
•  Athletic Training (on-campus)
•  Counseling and Development (on-campus)
•  Criminal Justice (online)
• Data Analytics (online)
•  Elementary Education (online)
• English (online)
• Health Informatics (online)
• Health Information Management (blended)
•  History (online)
•  School Nursing (online)
•  MBA (blended)
• Music Therapy (blended)
•  Occupational Therapy (on-campus)
•  Parks and Recreation (online)
•  Physical Therapy (on-campus)
•  Physician Assistant Studies (on-campus) 
•  Public Health (online)
•  Secondary Education (blended/online)
•  Special Education (online)
•  Teaching Online (online)
• TESOL (blended)

CONNECT WITH US
CALL: 1.877.SRU.GRAD (toll free) or 724.738.2051
EMAIL: graduate.admissions@sru.edu 
EXPLORE: www.SRU.edu/graduate
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rockI am
the

Rebecca Cranford, ’94, safety  
and environmental management,  
senior vice president of manufacturing 
at Southwire Company, LLC
DAY JOB: Southwire is North America’s largest  
wire and cable company with approximately  
$5 billion dollars in annual sales. I am responsible 
for setting the strategic direction for 11 manufac-
turing locations and 2,300 people who pro-
duce a wide range of copper and aluminum 
wire and cable products that are sold for  
commercial and residential construction, retail 
and electrical distribution markets.

BACKGROUND: The first 15 years of my career 
were spent working for Alcoa in environmental, 
health and safety roles with progressive  
responsibility working in primary metals,  
casting, forgings and extrusion, as well as the  
corporate business support services organiza-
tion. This experience taught me about building 
and fostering responsible, sustainable business 
practices and, in 2012, led me to Southwire as  
the senior vice president of sustain ability, environ-
mental health and safety and quality. In early 2017, 
I was offered the challenge of leading our construc-
tion systems and solutions manufacturing team. 

INFLUENCE OF SRU: The academic challenges, campus 
leadership opportunities and social experiences helped 
to shape me as a person and a professional. Faculty like 
Joseph Cali and George Mihalik weren’t just instructors, they 
were mentors and guides. They invested in me and my success. 
Over the years, I have hired a number of SRU safety management 
graduates because I know the quality of experiences that go into 
earning a degree from The Rock. I am grateful for my time there.


