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ROCK
Dear Friends,

Every day at Slippery Rock 
University I experience a great sense 
of privilege for being a member 
of this dynamic community. To be 
a part of The ROCK family is to be 
surrounded by incredible people, 
ideas, arts, wonderful facilities and 
countless opportunities to nourish 
one’s mind, body and soul. 

With that privilege comes great 
responsibility – a responsibility 
shared by each member of this 
community (past, present and future) to keep pushing 
forward, to build upon our past successes and to believe in 
our collective ability to achieve whatever we set our minds 
and hearts to do.

As I shared with you in in the last magazine, we have put in 
motion ambitious initiatives, from a strong focus on innovation 
and market responsive academic programs to enhancements 
to the undergraduate experience, and the results have been 
extraordinary.

In February, the University took another important step 
forward in this process with the unveiling of a new draft 
strategic plan. The plan represents a blueprint for the 
University‘s future, highlighting key priorities, goals and 
actions that SRU will look to implement in order to further 
its vision. The plan is grounded in the philosophy, articulated 
so elegantly by Anatole France, that, “to accomplish great 
things, we must not only act, but also dream; not only plan, 
but also believe.” 

If we are to succeed in creating a University that responds 
to the educational needs of this generation and those to come, 
we have to do it together.

My role is to ensure our strong momentum continues and 
that we remain deeply committed to access, affordability 
and excellence – the critical ingredients of our public mission. 
We must make sure that every student has a transformative 
experience at SRU and we must continue to develop creative 
approaches that will allow us to invest in the people, plant and 
equipment necessary to provide educational opportunities 
that our students need and deserve in this time of limited 
public resources.

The key to continued affordability is increasing private 
giving. To that end, I want to thank each person or organization 
that has stepped forward to make a gift to the University. 
Your gifts are truly making a positive difference for our 
students. In this edition of The ROCK, you’ll meet two donors 
that are honoring the life and legacy of loved ones through 
scholarships at SRU. Their stories inspire me. I hope they 
inspire you as well.

Cheryl Norton, president
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Breaking new ground isn‘t new to Slippery 
Rock University President Cheryl Norton. 
After all, she‘s twice been named the first 
female president of a university.

Norton continued her trailblazing ways 
when she was selected as one of only 15 U.S.-
based university presidents to attend the 10th 

BOG approves bond 
financing for four projects

The board of governors of Pennsylvania‘s 
State System of Higher Education has 
approved bond financing for four projects, 
including work at Spotts World Culture 
Building, Strain Behavioral Science Building, 
Bailey Library and informational technology 
network infrastructure equipment upgrades.

Improved graduation rates for black students  
earns national recognition

The Education Trust has ranked Slippery Rock University as one of the top 30 universities 
in the country for having substantially improved overall graduation rates while also achieving 
gains for black students.

SRU’s three-year average graduation rate for black students is 48.4 percent, which is up 16.4 
percent over a 10-year span covering 2003-2013. The three-year average for white students at 
SRU is 62.8 percent, an increase of 11.2 percent during that same time period.

ET examined 232 institutions with at least 30 first-time, full-time black students and 30 first-
time, full-time white students that improved overall graduation rates from 2003-2013. 

MOON OVER THE ROCK
When the moon hits your eye, like a big pizza pie, that’s…the moon over The Rock! This full moon 
provided for an eerie and awe-inspiring picture of the night sky across the SRU campus. 

(Photo by Jamie Greene, ’16, emerging technology and communication major from Moon Township.) 

The estimated cost of the combined 
projects totals $19.6 million. The debt service 
will be paid using various sources of existing 
University operating funds including Key 
’93, academic enhancement fees and the 
technology tuition fee. 

Construction is already under way at 
Spotts and includes renovating approximately 
22,000 square feet on the second and third 
floors; repair of the south wall; replacement 
of windows; upgrading restrooms for full 
ADA compliance; renovating an additional 
3,200 square feet of classroom space on the 
first floor; and fully renovating the Global 
Engagement offices.

Renovations at Strain will address a 
backlog of deferred maintenance issues; 
reconfiguring of specialized laboratory 
spaces; and the addition of 2,000 square feet 
in order to meet the space requirements of 
the building’s academic programs.

The Bailey Library portion of the project 
will update student study spaces; provide 
for upgrades to the building’s HVAC system; 
replace windows; renovate restrooms; and 
make other modifications to improve egress 
and efficiency of the space.

Planning for Strain and Bailey Library are 
ongoing with construction to start within the 
next six months.

IT will replace a variety of networking 
equipment that is nearing the end of its 
manufacturers support life over the summer.

Norton strikes another first with visit to Cuba 
Congress for International Higher Education, 
Feb. 15-19, in Havana, Cuba.

The conference allowed Norton to meet 
and discuss the current state, and future 
of, higher education with more than 2,000 
delegates from 60 countries.

“I‘d like to think that SRU‘s progressive 
work with international programming was 
helpful in our selection to attend,” said 
Norton. “The fact that we have a school with 
a reputation that proceeds it nationally, and 
now, even globally, indicates the quality of 
work we do here.”

SRU currently has 48 international 
partnerships in place or in the works with 
institutions in 22 countries - Australia, 
China, Mexico, Japan, Poland, Scotland, 
Slovakia, South Korea, Spain, France, 
Hungary, England, Belgium, India, Ireland, 
Germany, Sweden, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Spain, 
Malaysia and Vietnam. 
 

rockBYTES
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‘It’s on Us’ video  
seeks solutions  
to sexual assault

Slippery Rock University has joined the 
“It’s On Us” national movement to engage 

more young people to 
be active bystanders 
in the fight against 
sexual assault. The 
Office of University 
Communication 
and Public Affairs 
developed a 

campus-specific video 
encouraging people to sign a four-point 
pledge to be part of the solution.

“It’s On Us” encourages everyone to step 
up and realize that sexual assault isn‘t just an 
issue involving a victim and a perpetrator, but 
one that involves everyone. The campaign 
works to support survivors and educate 
individuals on how they can be part of the 
solution.

SRU’s video can be seen at: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=qrS9X7XJYis

Online master’s 
degrees earn 
national rankings

Slippery Rock 
University‘s online 
master‘s degree in 
criminal justice has 
been ranked among 
the top 25 programs 
nationally by GoGrad.org 
and among the top 45 
programs in the country 
by affordablecolleges 
online.org.

Affordablecolleges 
online.org also 
recognized another trio 
of SRU online graduate 
programs – English, 
history and math – with 
rankings among the 
top 20 in the country. 
English was ranked 19th; history, 
12th; and math, 19th. 

The Rocket, the 
independent, student 
news  paper serving 
Slippery Rock University, 
captured first place 
in overall newspaper 
excellence (for 
publications published 
weekly or less) from the 
Society for Collegiate 
Journalists.

The Rocket also 
earned third-place 
honors for its companion 
website, www.
theonlinerocket.com.

The awards were part 
of SCJ’s 2015-16 annual contest recognizing excellence in collegiate journalism. In addition to the 
two newspaper awards, Rocket staffers won 21 awards for individual excellence, including

 The Society for Collegiate Journalists is the nation’s oldest organization designed solely to serve 
college media leaders. SCJ has more than 100 active chapters in the U.S., serving 1,200 members.

The Rocket was also recognized with four “Mark of Excellence” awards from the Society 
of Professional Journalists. The MOE Awards honor the best of collegiate journalism from a 
calendar year. The Rocket won three awards for photography and one for its website. 

SRU named a 2016 
U.S. Department 
of Education Green 
Ribbon School 
awardee

The White House Council on 
Environmental Quality and the 
U.S. Secretary of Education 

named Slippery 
Rock University 
as a 2016 U.S. 
Department of 

Education Green Ribbon School 
Postsecondary Sustainability 
Awardee.

SRU, which was nominated for 
the honor by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education, was the 
only institution of higher education 
in the state to be recommended 
for the postsecondary 
sustainability award. 

“It is an honor to be recognized 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education with this award and a 
tribute to our staff, students and 
faculty that contribute daily to our 
efforts to support sustainability 
initiatives at SRU,” said Cheryl 
Norton, SRU president. 

The award recognizes schools, 
districts and institutions of higher 
education that adhere to the trio 
of Green Ribbon Pillars, including: 
reduction of environmental impact 

and costs; improvement of the 
health and wellness of schools, 
students and staff; and providing 
environmental education, which 
teaches many disciplines and is 
especially good at effectively 
incorporating STEM, civic skills 
and green career pathways.

SRU earns Buffalo 
Business First 
ranking

Slippery Rock University was 
the lone representative from 
Pennsylvania’s State System of 
Higher Education 
to be ranked in the 
Buffalo, New York 
Business First’s 
2016 academic 
rankings of U.S. public colleges.

Overall, Business First 
analyzed 477 four-year public 
colleges, using the latest data 
available from the National 
Center for Education Statistics 
and the U.S. Census Bureau‘s 
American Community Survey. 
College rankings recently issued 
by three national publications – 
Forbes, Kiplinger‘s and U.S. News 
and World Report – were also 
taken into account.

SRU landed at No. 140 in a 
field of the top 250 ranked 
institutions. The remaining 227 

The Rocket captures multiple student newspaper awards 

SRU wins 2016 
Healthiest 
Employers of 
Western PA award

The University’s efforts 
to encourage employees to 
take 10,000 steps a day, relax 
through yoga and mindful 
meditation and take time to play 
are paying off in more ways than 
just having a healthier staff. 

The University was recently 
awarded a 2016 “Healthiest 
Employers of Western 
Pennsylvania Award” from the 
Pittsburgh Business Times. This 
is the second consecutive year 
SRU has been recognized for its 
coordinated efforts to change 

institutions were grouped in the 
“lower echelon,” according to 
Business First.

A 20-part formula was created 
to identify those schools that 
offered the best educational 
experiences to their students. It 
gave the highest marks to schools 
with highly selective admissions 
processes, strong retention and 
graduation rates, prestigious 
reputations, generous resources, 
affordable tuitions and housing 
costs, diversity and economically 
robust communities.

the campus culture toward 
improved health and wellness. 

The award recognizes 
companies that have made a 
commitment to make wellness a 
priority for employees. 

Award recipients were judged 
based on their responses to an 
online survey conducted by the 
Business Times. 
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Dean Camp, ‘80 
Bachelor of Science, 
Economics

HOME: 
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania

PROFESSION:
Managing Director of Investments, 
Wells Fargo Advisors, Greenville, 
Delaware.

HOBBIES:
Fishing, boating, traveling, antiquing 
and time with my family.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  
My greatest accomplishments were 
marrying my wife – now of 30 years 
– and having two wonderful boys. I 
also feel very fortunate to have been 
successful in business for more than 
35 years.

WHY I GIVE:  
I donate because I have been fortunate 
in life and feel SRU played an important 
role in my success. I am happy to 
support a scholarship fund that assists 
students who may not otherwise be 
able to afford a university education. 

The board of governors of Pennsylvania‘s 
State System of Higher Education approved 
Slippery Rock University‘s request to begin 
offering a bachelor of science in industrial and 
systems engineering fall 2016.

The program is a continuation of the 
University’s ongoing efforts to adapt 
curricula to meet the changing needs of 
employers in the region, the commonwealth 
and beyond.

The goal of the new program is to produce 
skilled graduates who will: successfully 
participate as professional engineers in all 
industries requiring professional industrial and 
systems engineers and/or to be successful in 
post-graduate education; engage in life-long 
professional development with a commitment 

Industrial and systems engineering degree 
launches this fall

to continual professional growth; achieve 
leadership positions in the industry of their 
choice; and, consistently practice professional 
and ethical responsibilities, and be mindful of 
the role of professionals in global society.

When Alyssa Trocci and Jaime Lease, 
Slippery Rock University early childhood and 
special education majors from New Castle and 
Upper Saint Claire, participated in a teaching 

CAREBreak in Petersfield, Jamaica, their 
concern for the children they tutored did not 
diminish when their plane landed back home.

Students collect, ship schoolbooks to Jamaica
The two students, struck by the limited 

number of books at Cook’s View Elementary 
School, took action. They organized a campus 
book drive and collected more than 2,200 
books for the Jamaican children. The books have 
since been sorted and shipped to the island.

“We didn’t do this book drive for any reason 
other than giving back to the individuals who 
graciously opened up their homes and hearts to 
two complete strangers,” Trocci said.

SRU CAREbreaks are community service 
experiences offered in the fall, winter and spring 
that give students the opportunity to travel to 
places in need in the U.S. and internationally. 

“As future educators we know how much 
of an impact books can have on children’s 
development,” Trocci said. “Growing up, we 
can remember how fun it was to dive into a 
new book. So, as a way to express our love of 
reading, we wanted to give children outside of 
our culture the chance to do so too.” 

DOGGONE COLD
February’s frigid temperatures and snowfall didn‘t seem to bother this Chocolate Lab 
in the least. The dog brought his student out to play in the snow by the Slippery Rock 
University Ski Lodge.  
(Photo by Jamie Greene, ’16, emerging technology and communication major from Moon Township.) 
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New strategic plan charts course for SRU’s future
Slippery Rock University President Cheryl Norton unveiled a clear and defined direction for 

how SRU will draw upon its strengths in an effort to position itself within the commonwealth  
and the world via a new strategic plan.

A compilation of nearly two years of work, the “working” plan represents a blueprint for the 
University‘s future, highlighting key priorities, goals and actions that SRU will look to implement 
in order to further its vision to “excel as a caring community of lifelong learners connecting 
with the world.” It includes extensive input from the University‘s administration, faculty, staff, 
students, alumni and other constituents. 

Featuring a pared down, three to five-year forecast, the plan highlights eight goals, including: 
increasing enrollment while enhancing student quality and diversity; offering a quality, flexible, 
agile and integrated curriculum and co-curriculum to develop the intellectual, social, physical and 
leadership capacities of students; fueling learning with powerful pedagogies and transformational 
experiences in and out of the classroom; maintaining an unwavering focus on success for all 
students; providing a supportive campus experience through quality housing, dining, recreation, 
health, safety and administrative services, and a caring community; attracting, retaining and 
developing highly qualified and diverse faculty, staff and administrators; increasing financial 
resources, enhancing physical facilities, employing cost-effective technology and using sustainable 
processes and procedures; and engaging alumni and friends in the life of the university.

Each goal is supported by specific strategies, assigned to those SRU faculty and staff who 
facilitate such work on a daily basis. 

The complete strategic plan can be viewed at: http://www.sru.edu/about/strategic-planning. 

Geology major named Goldwater Scholar
When Blake Wallrich first arrived at Slippery Rock University two 

years ago, he knew he didn’t want to leave with only a diploma in hand. He 
wanted to accomplish something more, something beyond the ordinary.

Mission accomplished.
Wallrich was named a Goldwater Scholar March 31 by the Barry 

Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Foundation, a 
full year before he expects to participate in an SRU commencement 
ceremony. He is the first student in the history of the University to be 
selected for the award.

In total, the Foundation awarded 252 scholarships – valued at 
$7,500 each – for the 2016-17 academic year. More than 1,100 students 
from 415 colleges and universities nationwide applied for the award.

A geology major from Pittsburgh, Wallrich’s area of specialization deals with establishing a more 
defined link between what’s going on inside the magma chamber of volcanoes in conjunction to 
what is visible on the surface in order to better predict the potential for eruptions.

According to Wallrich’s research, there are more than 450 cities worldwide with populations 
in excess of one million people that are within 100 kilometers of an active volcano, making the 
predication process for potential eruptions that much more vital.

Since its first award in 1989, the Foundation has bestowed 7,680 scholarships worth 
approximately $48 million dollars. 



8    The ROCK Spring 2016    9 

BYTESrock ‘And the winners are...’
Slippery Rock University’s Office of 

University Communication and Public Affairs 
staff made 
significant 
additions to the 
department’s 
trophy 
case as 20 
awards were 
bestowed 
upon it for 
a variety 
of in-house produced 
communication projects, including posters, 
magazine ads and videos promoting a myriad 
of campus events.

The accolades began with a quartet of 
CUPPIE awards, presented by CUPRAP, 
the creative excellence in marketing and 
communications organization, as part of 
its annual awards competition; and were 
followed by eight national Educational 
Advertising Awards – including four Gold 
Awards – before the Collegiate Advertising 
Awards named the department winners of 
eight Gold, Silver and Bronze awards.

“I couldn‘t be prouder of the work being 
done by everyone in our office,” said Rita 
Abent, executive director of University 
Communication and Public Affairs. “Every 
person - staff or student - works long and 
hard to make sure that we‘re producing high 
quality pieces, regardless of format, each and 
every time. This group of awards is especially 
meaningful given that we compete against 
some of the top advertising and marketing 
firms in the country.” 

Field hockey team scores big in classroom
Slippery Rock University’s field hockey team grabbed a share of the nation‘s top spot with  

19 student-athletes named to the 2015 Division II National Academic Squad by the National Field 
Hockey Coaches Association and Zag Sports. 

SRU shared the honor with Limestone College, located in Gaffney, South Carolina. This marks 
the fourth consecutive year that SRU has placed in the top two of total number of student-
athletes on the NAS in Division II. 

A perennial leader, SRU led the nation with 20 student-athletes in 2012 and 21 in 2013 before 
finishing second (20) in 2014. 

In order to receive the honor, a student-athlete must maintain a cumulative grade point 
average of 3.30 or above through the fall semester. 

The team was also named as a National Academic Team Award winner with the third highest 
collective GPA (3.46) in the nation among Division II institutions. It was the seventh consecutive 
season that SRU has finished in the top five of cumulative GPA. 

George Mihalik, recently retired Slippery Rock University head 
football coach, received the Division II Coach of the Year award 
Feb. 25 as part of the Eastern College Football Awards Banquet 
at MetLife Stadium. The New York Metropolitan Football Writers 
presented the award. 

Mihalik was chosen for the award after leading SRU to a No. 7 
national ranking in 2015. The award marked the second Coach of the 
Year honor for Mihalik as his peers named him the PSAC West Coach 
of the Year for the sixth time at the conclusion of the 2015 season. 

In January, Mihalik announced he would retire from The Rock 
after devoting 44 years of his life to the Green and White, including 
28 as head football coach and full-time professor in the safety 
management department. 

Mihalik came to Slippery Rock in 1970 and was a three-year 
starter as a quarterback on The Rock football team, leading the 
squad to back-to-back conference championships in 1972 and 1973. 
He became a graduate assistant with the program, then an assistant 
coach before being named head coach in 1988. He served as the 
head coach for 28 seasons, compiling a school record 197 wins, 
winning eight PSAC Western Division Championships and reaching 
the NCAA Division II playoffs six times, including each of the last 
three seasons. 

Mihalik honored as Division II Coach of the Year
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FILErock

Dianne Kerr ‘76, 
Bachelor of Science, 
Health and Physical 
Education: Teacher 
Education 
HOME: 
Munroe Falls, Ohio.

PROFESSION:  
Professor of health education and 
promotion and provost‘s faculty associate 
for diversity, equity and inclusion at Kent 
State University.    

HOBBIES: 
Gardening and photography.

GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT:
I would say my greatest accomplishments 
are inspiring my students and watching 
them succeed in life. Personally, being 
named a Distinguished Alumni of Slippery 
Rock University was a highlight as was 
receiving a national award  – The Dorothy 
Nyswander Open Society Award – 
for promoting diversity, equity and  
social justice.

WHY I GIVE:
I give because Slippery Rock University 
gave so much to me. The faculty taught 
me how to teach which has served me 
well as I moved up the academic ranks.  
I believe it is important to look back and to 
give back. I have also found that when you 
give to others it is returned to you many 
times over.

Spring 2016    9 

Bachelor of arts in dance 
ranked 5th nationally 

Kudos to the Slippery Rock University 
dance department. It‘s bachelor of arts in 
dance has been ranked fifth in the country 
by dance-colleges.com.

“The dance department always strives 
to be the best it can be,” said Eva 

Tsuquiashi-Daddesio, dean, College of 
Liberal Arts. “It’s great to see continued 
praise for the work that our dedicated  
and highly-qualified faculty and staff 
perform on a daily basis.” 

The remainder of the top five included 
dance programs from: Brigham Young 
University (first), the University of 
California Irvine (second), New York 
University (third) and the University  
of Alabama (fourth).

STARS LIGHT, STARS BRIGHT
SRU student photographer Jamie 
Greene saw a great many stars 
above Old Main Feb. 1. Greene, 
an emerging technologies and 
multimedia major from Moon 
Township, used a combination  
of 96 separate photographs to 
create the “star trail” effect. 

A group of nine SRU students got a taste of global politics – and played the role of the Netherlands – 
when they traveled with George Brown, professor of political science, to participate in the 31st Annual 
International Model NATO Conference in Washington, D.C.

The conference provided a unique opportunity for students to study the role, structure and activities 
of NATO, as well as the military, political-security, economic and social issues facing the coalition.

The conference was a simulation of the proceedings of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 
augmented by preconference study and briefings at NATO member’s embassies in the nation’s capital.

In addition to dealing with a prepared agenda, students tackled a contemporary crisis revealed to 
them at the conference.

SRU students attend Model NATO 
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University Bookshelf

Snow publishes Rhode Island outdoor guide
Julie Snow, Slippery Rock University professor of geography, geology and 

the environment, created the maps for a new outdoors book,  “The Rhode 
Island Family Guide and Journal.”

Snow, a Rhode Island native, drafted all 43 hiking trail maps in the book. Snow 
said she used a simple design so that children can read the maps.

Snow said she and the author, Jeanine Silversmith, hiked every trail to collect 
digital spatial data. Snow used satellite imagery to confirm her data.

The 200-page book provides guidelines for family hikes and nature enjoyment.
The book is available at http://www.rifamiliesinnature.org/hiking-guide/.

’02 graduate documents 2,100-mile trek
Seth Jenny, ’02, health and physical education, has written “Marathon‘s Walk in 

the Woods: An Appalachian Trail Thru-hike,” documenting his 2,160-mile trek from 
Georgia to Maine along the world’s longest continuously marked footpath. 

The book is the culmination of 34 articles that Jenny wrote for the Grove City 
Allied News during his 2004 hike of the entire Appalachian Trail. 

Jenny, an assistant professor of physical education, sport and human 
performance at Winthrop University (South Carolina), served as a co-captain for  
SRU‘s cross country and track & field teams.

The book is available in paperback and as an e-book through Amazon.com at http:// 
www.amazon.com/Marathons-Walk-Woods-Appalachian-Thru-hike-ebook/dp/B019FYGHCG.

’85 graduate’s book explores Civil War battle
Retired Army Major Mark Smith, a 1985 Slippery Rock University graduate with 

a master’s degree in business administration, has co-authored a book about an 
American Civil War battle, “To Prepare for Sherman’s Coming: The Battle of Wise 
Forks, March 1865.”

Smith explores the significance of the clash between Union and Confederate 
troops that occurred March 7-10, 1865, in Kinston, North Carolina. The battle, a 
Union victory, came a month before Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered  
to the Army of Northern Virginia, ending the Civil War.

Smith said he researched the battle by reviewing official military reports, diaries, newspapers 
and letter collections. Retired Col. Wade Sokolosky co-authored.

Retired history professor pens autobiography 
John Nichols, Slippery Rock University professor emeritus of history, has 

written his autobiography, “A Coin Toss Determined My Future.” Pokeberry 
Press in New Castle published the 100-page book.

Nichols, a medieval historian with a specialty in women’s history, traces his 
life from a rural community outside Pittsburgh to his 2006 retirement and 
beyond. The book includes family photographs and images from his travels in 
Europe, Russia, Egypt, China, Panama and elsewhere. 

After his retirement, Nichols, who taught at SRU from 1966-2006, traded his classroom  
for cruise ships, delivering destination lectures aboard ships headed to the Mediterranean Sea  
and the Greek Isles.

rockBYTES

LGBT students looking for role 
models to help guide their personal and 
professional development will soon be 
able to take advantage of a pair of new 
affinity groups.

The two groups – “LGBT+,” for 
members of the LGBT community; and 
“LGBT+ Ally,” for friends of the LGBT 
community – are seeking LGBT alumni, 
students or allies willing to share 
experiences. The President’s Commission 
on Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation 
established the groups.

GISO members remarked that LGBT 
persons have long struggled with 
understanding their identity and how 
it intersects with society as they are 
coming of age.

“You look to adults who resonate with 
you to see how they behave in society 
and then model that behavior and try 
to follow in their footsteps if they’re 
successful,” said Kevin McCarthy, senior 
business intelligence analyst in planning, 
resource management and assessment 
and a GISO member. “It’s easier said than 
done for LGBT students because there 
aren’t large numbers of examples for 
them. 

“By putting these affinity groups 
together, we’re establishing the building 
blocks for a better community and 
better outreach among our current LGBT 
students, those alumni that identify as 
LGBT and those alumni, faculty and staff 
that are LGBT allies.”

Persons interested in joining either 
affinity group should contact SRU’s 
Office of Advancement at 724.738.2004 
or advancement@sru.edu.

GISO launches pair  
of LGBT affinity groups
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(From left) The rock trio Save 
Yourself includes Bill Henceroth 
on guitar and bass, Simon 
Beeching, SRU professor of 
biology, on guitar and Russ 
Sarkies on drums. Beeching 
plays guitar at up to 40  
shows a year. 
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“The pinnacle moment of my musical career was when one of my bands was 
opening for Kansas. We finished our song, walked off stage and the guys from Kansas 
were sort of standing their speechless,” said John Rindy, director of career education 
and development, who plays keyboard and sings rock and roll.

Rindy said one of the Kansas musicians told him, ‘We love your band. You guys are 
awesome. Will you go back and do an encore?’”

Although none of these music moonlighters teaches music, they are clearly able to 
find the right note. Not shy, they take the stage to deliver rock, classical, bluegrass, 
jazz, Motown, big band and Celtic sounds.

“It’s always a rush, and there is no substitute for tuning up and playing for people,” 
said Simon Beeching, a professor of biology who plays guitar for up to 40 shows a 
year. “It’s hard to worry about your health or the future when you are crashing in on 
the first chord of ‘Ziggy Stardust.’ However you do it, it’s good for your mental health 
to work outside the office.”

Beeching, who owns 20 guitars, said it’s a release to tap into the sound of music – 
any music. He played oboe as a kid and won a scholarship to study at the Hartt School 
of Music in Connecticut. Later, he stumbled across the guitar and was hooked.

While the academic doesn’t claim three chords and an electric amp develops brain 
cells, he does believe a listener’s cortex will fire a response to music.

“At SRU, we teach the academic disciplines in a liberal arts tradition,” Beeching 
said. “Liberal in this context means ‘free thinking,’ and one of the signatures of the 

By day you can find them in Slippery Rock 
University classrooms, labs and offices  
helping to make the campus rock. But when the  
sun goes down, watch out. Then it becomes  
their turn to, well, just rock. They’re not  
pursuing money, just a great musical experience.  
Who are these mysterious people? They’re  
SRU staff that moonlight as musicians.

(From left) John Rindy, director of career 
education and development, plays keyboard 
and fronts the band 2nd Avenue Project. 

(Second from left) Stacy Schermann,  
infor mation technology technician for 
information and administrative technology 
services, plays electric bass for the band 
Harmony Road.
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liberal arts tradition is a bridging or blending of the disciplines. Maybe 
it worked on me or perhaps I’m practicing what we preach. Maybe I just 
like music a whole lot.”

Stacy Schermann, 
information technology 
technician for information and 
administrative technology 
services, is a moonlighting 
sonata on flute. A player for 36 
years, she has performed with 
the Pittsburgh Professional 
Flute Choir, the Pittsburgh Flute 
Club Choir and with student 
flute groups on campus.

“I don’t remember not 
playing an instrument,” she 
said. “My parents had a piano 
at their house from the time 

I was born. And, although I don’t remember the specific concert that 
sparked my interest in the flute, my parents tell me that we attended a 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra concert when I was 5 years old. During 
the performance, I pointed to the flute and said that I wanted to play 
that instrument. The summer before first grade, I started taking flute 
lessons and I’ve been playing ever since.”

“At SRU, we teach the academic disciplines 
in a liberal arts tradition,” Beeching 
said. “Liberal in this context means ‘free 
thinking,’ and one of the signatures of 
the liberal arts tradition is a bridging or 
blending of the disciplines. Maybe it worked 
on me, or perhaps I’m practicing what we 
preach. Maybe I just like music a whole lot.”

– Simon Beeching, SRU professor of biology

Mary Lou Scherder, fiscal 
assistant for athletics, 
recently released her new 
CD, “Charlie‘s Daughter.”

14    
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Over the years, Schermann said she has played numerous concerts 
at Heinz Hall, home of the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, and at 
Pittsburgh’s Benedum Center and Byham Theatre.

“I have performed with members of the Pittsburgh Symphony  
and a variety of professional musicians from the tri-state area as 
well as from around the world,” she said. “Being involved with a 
multitude of ensembles throughout my lifetime has afforded me the 
opportunity to perform in 15 different states, Washington, D.C. and 
Quebec, Canada.”  

Schermann said she practices every day and averages two 
performances a month. Like many musicians, she plays more than 
one instrument.

“Six years ago, I started playing electric bass so that I could expand 
my musical palette from classical to jazz and rock,” she said. “I 
currently play with a local rock band, Harmony Road, whose members 
include SRU alumni.”

Strumming a contribution to country music is Mary Lou Scherder, 
fiscal assistant for athletics. The singer-guitarist, who started playing 
three years ago and was “discovered” by chance, recently released a 
CD, “Charlie’s Daughter.”

“All the songs have a special meaning to me in some way, especially 
the tribute songs, ‘Memory of You’ and ‘This Farm, which were written 
for my late father Charles Scherder,” she said. “Another song, ‘Stronger 
Than Life’ is mostly about my mum’s influence on raising me and my 
three sisters and how she and my dad made it through hard times.”

Scherder said her entrance into music occurred three years ago 
when she saw a woman singing and playing guitar at the Matterhorn 
Lounge. Inspired, Scherder said she bought a second-hand guitar and 
“pretty much learned everything so far from YouTube.”

She started playing “open mic” nights. Pub owners asked if she had 
enough music to cover a two-hour gig. Scherder said she ramped up her 
song list and began writing original music. A Pittsburgh musician heard 
her songs and offered to fund and record her CD.

“I think of all instruments, the guitar is so versatile and it’s the most 
beautiful sounding to my ear anyway,” Scherder said. “Playing guitar is 
magical to me. It makes me feel good, so I keep doing it.”

Mary Beth Miller, associate professor of health and physical 
education, keeps the beat on a goatskin-covered, Irish drum called a 
bodhran (pronounced bow-rawn), and plays piano.

“I have always enjoyed many types of music and listen to it often, 
especially Motown and world music in the genres of Irish and Scottish, 
as well as bluegrass and Appalachian music that I would clog dance 
to,” Miller said. 

“Music has always been an important part of my life,” she said. “At 
this point of my life, I am learning to re-invent myself as I prepare 
to retire from SRU and enter into the next phase of my life that I call 
‘Chapter 3,’ written in a fullness of playing two musical instruments and 
meeting wonderful people through them.”

Miller, who started playing piano at age 11, took guitar lessons as an 
adult before becoming acquainted with the bodhran, a wooden-framed, 
percussion instrument that dates to 17th century Ireland. 

“I was first introduced to it upon my student teaching supervision 
experiences to Dublin, Ireland, in the fall of 2013 and 2014, when I would 
attend jam sessions at pubs to listen,” Miller said “I was immediately 
attracted to this instrument and purchased one while in Dublin. Upon 

my return to Pittsburgh, I took three years of private lessons with 
a master instructor until he informed me that I reached a level of 
competency to play in public with others.”

Miller said learning an instrument, like learning a language, 
stimulates one’s mind. 

“I enjoy meeting people 
who enjoy the same type of 
music and playing together 
– a new form of community 
beyond my sport and 
physical activity lifestyle,” 
she said. “I love these jam 
sessions and the sense of 
community of the players. It 
is always a wonderful time.”

Tim Harlan, controller in 
accounting services, started piano lessons in elementary school  
and has studied the pipe organ. He plays at a New Castle church and 
has led holiday parties on the main floor of SRU’s Old Main, among 
other venues. Harlan reads music and practices on a baby grand piano 
at home.

“Music has always been an important part of my life. Being able to 
create music and listen to the music of others is an outlet from the 
stresses of this life,” he said. 

Regardless of their role at the University, this hearty band of players 
lends new definition to SRU’s familiar mantra – “Rock On.”

“ Music has always been an 
important part of my life. 
Being able to create music 
and listen to the music of 
others is an outlet from the 
stresses of this life.” 

– Tim Harlan, controller 
 in accounting services

Mary Beth Miller, associate professor of health and physical education,  
keeps the beat on a bodhran Irish drum. 
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No one would ever mistake Wendy Fagan for Bill Parcells.
Fagan, an instructor in Slippery Rock University’s  

adapted physical activity program, does not bare  
the slightest of resemblances to the two-time  
Super Bowl winning football coach.

There is however one area where the two  
converge – successful disciples.

The “Parcells Coaching Tree” is famous throughout sports, as a 
number of the pro football hall of famer’s former assistants has gone on 
to NFL greatness. Look no further than Bill Belichick, Tom Coughlin and 
Sean Payton as proof. The three, each successful head coaches in their 
own right, boast seven Super Bowl wins between them.

But so too is Fagan able to boast about her “coaching tree.” And while 
you won’t see Fagan’s followers being interviewed on a sideline or 
having Gatorade dumped on them following the big game, their impact is 
arguably just as big … if not bigger.

Take for example, Diana Helt, a 2007 graduate with a bachelor’s degree 
in recreational therapy. Helt, who has cerebral palsy, minored in adaptive 
physical activity, graduated magna cum laude, represented the U.S. three 
times at the ITU Paratriathlon World Championships and has spent the 
past nine years working with disabled athletes.

Then there is Shardea Croes, a 2011 exercise science major and former 
outfielder for the SRU softball team who was named president of the 
Aruba Paralympic Committee. In that role, Croes is leading her country’s 
efforts to train athletes for the 2016 Paralympic Games.

And finally we have Josh Lucas, who earned a master’s degree in 
adapted physical activity in 2012 and is now a candidate to be a coach on 
the U.S. women’s national goalball team.

“Talk about ‘Rock Pride,’” said Fagan. “Are you kidding me? These 
students came here, dedicated themselves, worked hard and are now  
out across this country…across the globe…promoting disability sports.  
I can’t even put into words what it feels like to see what they are doing.  
I am blessed and thankful. How could I not be?”
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“ Talk about ‘Rock Pride, are you kidding me? These students came here, dedicated themselves, worked 
hard and are now out across this country...across the globe...promoting disability sports. I can’t even put 
into words what it feels like to see what they are doing. I am blessed and thankful. How could I not be?”

– Wendy Fagan
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opportunity to be active and outside the 
classroom.”

Fagan’s refined path led her to the only 
adaptive physical activity class she took at 
IUP, but that single elective changed her life. 
“A professor once told me, ‘Find what you 
want, be passionate about it and do it,’” Fagan 
said. “Adaptive was what I wanted.” 

Following her graduation from IUP in 1985, 
Fagan’s first foray into the field came the 
following year as a ski instructor in Winter 
Park, Colorado, working with persons with a 
wide range of disabilities. 

That would be followed by career stops 
as a high school physical education teacher 
and assistant educational supervisor in 
Massachusetts before Fagan landed at Texas 
Woman’s University to pursue a master’s 
degree in adapted physical education.

It was at TWU that she became involved as 
a goalball and track and field coach for the 
Disabled Sports Association of North Texas. 

Goalball is a team sport designed 
specifically for blind athletes dating back to 
1946 as a means of assisting the rehabilitation 
of visually impaired World War II veterans.

Participants compete in teams of three and 
try to throw a ball that has bells embedded in 
it into the opponents‘ goal. Teams alternate 
throwing or rolling the ball from one end 
of the playing area to the other and players 
remain in the area of their own goal in both 
defense and attack. Players must use the 
sound of the bell to judge the position and 
movement of the ball. 

Games consist of two 12-minute halves and 
eyeshades allow partially sighted players 
to compete on an equal footing with blind 
players. Eye patches may be worn under 
eyeshades to ensure complete coverage of 
the eye and prevent any vision should the 
eyeshades become dislodged.

Fagan’s goalball instruction caught the eye 
of officials from the United States women‘s 
national goalball team who asked her to 
become an assistant coach. She worked in 
that capacity for three years, culminating 
in an appearance at the 1996 Summer 
Paralympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia where 
the team earned a bronze medal.

“Those three years were fantastic and 
rewarding,” said Fagan. “But the time had 

Fagan’s history with disability sports can 
be traced back to her undergraduate days 
at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. It was 
there that the former health and physical 
education major made a startling realization 
about her future.

“My plan was to be a special education 
teacher,” said Fagan. “But after a while I 
realized that if I did that, I was going to be 
stuck inside all day, every day. I panicked. 
There was no way I could do that. 

“My desire for special education was still 
just as strong, but I had to find a different 
path. I visited with my adviser and decided 
a better option would be to refocus on 
combining physical education with special 
education and thereby be able to assist 
those students that had the need, with the 

WENDY FAGAN

DIANA HELT

“ A professor once told me, ‘Find 
what you want, be passionate about 
it and do it,’ Adaptive was what I 
wanted.”

– Wendy Fagan



18    The ROCK Spring 2016    19 

come for me to step away. I was married 
and had small children and was at a different 
phase in my life.”

That phase brought Fagan and her family 
back to Pennsylvania.

She would spend four years as the director 
at Pittsburgh’s Camp SportsVision; organizing 
and coordinating overnight sports camps and 
single-day clinics for visually impaired or blind 
youth, before joining SRU in 2004. During her 
tenure with the University, Fagan has served 
as a designer of APA programming and taught 
courses in the minor and graduate programs, 
including disability sport.

“The national team has extended offers 
for me to go back to the program over the 
years,” said Fagan. “But I love what I’m 
doing on this campus and in the community. 
I enjoy working with kids – those that are 
participating in adapted sports and those 
that have the desire to coach the adapted – 
that’s where my heart is.”

PASSING THE BATON
Being afflicted with cerebral palsy,  

Helt’s heart pulled her toward adapted 

sports naturally.
“My first run at adapted came at around 

the age of 5 or 6,” said Helt. “I began skiing 
and participated in wheelchair basketball and 
I found that sports really made a difference 
in my life. Being an athlete taught me goal 
setting, how to work hard in order to achieve 
what I wanted and how to chase my dreams.”

Helt, a competitive 
wheelchair racer, has 
spent the past decade 
helping other adapted 
athletes chase their 
own dreams. She spent 
nearly eight years 
with the Lakeshore 
Foundation in Alabama 
as a recreation 
specialist and youth program coordinator 
serving individuals with physical disabilities 
and visual impairments; before working as a 
Paralympic services coordinator and grants 
and program evaluation director for Great 
Lakes Adaptive Sports Association in Chicago.

“The hands on skills and practical 
experiences that I learned through the 

APA minor prepared me so well for both 
internships and future employment,” said 
Helt. “I learned how to look at global issues 
impacting adapted sport athletes and take an 
active role in working to create change.” 

While at SRU, Helt also spent time working 
alongside Fagan through the University’s VIP 
Sports Program.

A part of the APA program, 
VIP Sports serves visually 
impaired children (5-18) 
with sport and recreational 
opportunities throughout 
the year. Activities include 
an annual ski trip; spring 
and fall clinics; and its most 
well known component, a 
weeklong camp during the 
summer. Campers take part 

in a variety of adapted sports including 
judo, track and field and archery. SRU’s APA 
students and faculty facilitate the program.

“Working (with VIP) provided me with 
the opportunity to plan and run sports 
camps, which became the foundation to my 
career,” said Helt. “The hands-on operational 

SHARDEA CROES

JOSH LUCAS

“ The hands-on operational 
experience I gained helped 
me to step into my first job 
and confidently say ‘I can do 
this because I already did it 
at Slippery Rock.’”

– Diana Helt
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experience I gained helped me to step into 
my first job and confidently say ‘I can do this 
because I already did it at Slippery Rock.’”

Helt also parlayed her SRU experience to 
create and launch “LiveFit!,” a school based 
outreach program that helps youth with 
physical disabilities 
improve their health, 
self-esteem and 
peer relationships 
through physical 
activity programs and 
educational outreach. 

Croes, a 2012 
graduate with a 
master’s degree in 
APA, returned to her 
home country of Aruba after graduation with 
an eye on making the same sort of difference 
in people’s lives that studying at SRU made  
in hers.

“My first experience with (Wendy) came 
through my volunteer work with Special 
Olympics my freshman year,” said Croes.  
“She shared with me what the APA minor was 

all about and I fell in love with that field of 
study. I never knew such a thing existed.

“Aruba has roughly 7,000 people with 
disabilities and there has always been this 
wall of segregation that I thought was wrong. 
We are all human beings and should all be 

given the chance  
to shine.”

Croes’ exposure 
to inclusion began 
as child. Her mother, 
Carmelita Haynes, 
founded a Little 
League softball 
program on the 
island for children 
of lower income 

families. “She did it because she felt it was 
right and that it was good for the community.  
I guess that’s where it all began for me,” 
Croes said.

Taking a cue from her mother, Croes 
partnered her desire to better the lives of 
Aruba’s disabled with her sense of inclusion 
to found the Aruba Paralympic Committee 

in 2015. Her role as president of the APC is 
a volunteer position. “It’s something that 
needed to be done, so I did it,” said Croes. 

While Aruba has not yet competed 
internationally, Croes wasted little time 
indoctrinating her fellow countrymen into the 
world of adapted sports. APC attended the 
2015 Parapan American Games – a regional 
qualifying event for the Paralympic Games – 
in Toronto.

“Attending those games was like living in 
the ideal world for two weeks,” said Croes. 
“As far as the eye could see, there were 
people with and without disabilities socializing 
and playing together when they were not 
competing in their respective sport. Everyone 
got along with one another. 

“The environment was very open and so 
respectful. It was wonderful to be able to 
experience that and share it with (the Aruba) 
committee so they could see the joy and 
camaraderie that comes with being involved in 
such an endeavor.”

In addition to her APC role, Croes works as 
a physical education instructor at Colegio San 

“ My first experience with (Wendy) 
came through my volunteer work 
with Special Olympics my freshman 
year. She shared with me what the 
APA minor was all about and I fell in 
love with that field of study. I never 
knew such a thing existed.”

– Shardea Croes

Students and faculty from SRU’s 
adapted physical activity program 
work with visually impaired children on 
the long jump at the 2015 VIP Sports 
Summer Camp.  Campers take part in 
a variety of adapted sports, including 
judo, track and field and archery.

Shardea Croes (front row, middle) is joined by board members of the Aruba 
Paralympic Committee at a recent meeting. Croes founded the APC in 2015 
and serves as its president.
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Nicholas High School and has recently began 
teaching an introduction to APA class at the 
Pedagogical Institute of Aruba. 

“This was a major milestone for the 
institution because it is the first and only 
university in Aruba to recognize the field of 
APA,” said Croes. “Hopefully, I will be able 
to share even more of my knowledge with 
additional course offerings in the future.”

Meanwhile, the future for Lucas could 
entail coaching with the U.S. women’s national 
goalball team.

During his time as an SRU undergraduate, 
Lucas logged time as the head youth goalball 
coach for VIP Sports, leading the team 
to the 2011 High School Goalball National 
Championship and a pair of second place 
finishes at the Canadian High School National 
Championships (2011, 2012).

Now a recreation programs manager for 
Los Angeles-based nonprofit Junior Blind 
– which provides recreational services for 
children who are blind or visually impaired – 
Lucas developed and heads up the agency’s 
goalball efforts. In addition, he has spent the 

past two years coaching a high school-aged 
girls goalball team that includes U.S. national 
girls team hopeful, Alexia Steudle. The 
squad has made two appearances at the U.S. 
national high school championships finishing 
second in 2013 and first in 2014.

“Having worked as closely with Wendy as 
I did during my time at SRU was invaluable,” 
said Lucas. “The ability to help facilitate and 
instruct the Goalball 
Club team on campus 
really helped shape my 
coaching skills.”

Those skills – as well 
as his accomplishments 
– earned Lucas the 
opportunity to work 
alongside the U.S. 
national women’s goalball team coaches at a 
prospects camp in Portland, Oregon.

“Spending time with the other coaches and 
national team athletes is a fantastic growth 
opportunity for me,” said Lucas. “Learning 
new skills and getting feedback on what I 
bring to the table is very insightful. Each day 

“ I never dreamed I’d be where I am 
today, helping to shape the lives 
and directions of these athletes ... 
these people ... like I am, and I have 
Wendy to thank for that.”

– Josh Lucas

is about learning and getting my athletes to 
that next level. If doing that opens a door for 
me as well, so be it.” 

Despite the distance between himself  
and the SRU campus, Lucas is never more 
than a phone call away from his former 
mentor, Fagan.

“I’m very lucky to have the access to her 
that I do,” said Lucas. “She’s always available 

to provide 
encouragement 
or direction.

“I never 
dreamed I’d 
be where I am 
today, helping to 
shape the lives 
and directions of 

these athletes … these people … like I am, and 
I have Wendy to thank for that. 

“She really helped me to find what I wanted 
to do, to be passionate about it and to do it.”

Sound familiar?
It appears the apple does indeed not fall too 

far from the (coaching) tree.
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Wendy Fagan (second from left) spent seven days touring Russian elementary 
and schools for the blind last May. She is shown here after receiving a Russian 
hockey jersey following a presentation on disability sports.
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Most Slippery Rock University students are still asleep at 6 a.m. when Army ROTC cadets assemble at Old 
Thompson Field for physical training. The training, depending on the day’s schedule, might include a five-mile run, a 
six-mile march, cross-fit exercises, sandbag and stretcher carries and when it is all over: a full day of classes. Cadets 
repeat this cycle every day of the week.

As student-soldiers, the cadets exist in a chaotic space between classes and commissions. And, while all students 
have to juggle a myriad of responsibilities, most don’t have to wonder if within months of graduating they’ll find 
themselves in a war zone.

This intensely real future drives the program to demand cadets to be strong academically, physically and mentally. 
One cadet, LeAnn Penn, a biology major from Cortland, Ohio, said she would not have succeeded in the physical or 

academic challenges of soldiering without the support and guidance provided by the ROTC Cadre at SRU.
“My first semester was nothing short of a storm,” Penn said. “I was a brand new freshman on campus, I hardly knew 

a single person. It was difficult to wake up at 0500 daily to make it to physical training on time, especially in the colder 
months. I was a complete mess. 

“When I began to have trouble in my classes, the ROTC Cadre helped me the best they could,” Penn continued. “They 
took time out of their busy schedules to ensure that success in class came first on my priority list. This is the main 
reason I am still in college. I am still in ROTC, because they believed in me when it felt like no one else did.”

The “believe in me” ethic of Army ROTC at SRU is just one of the reasons the program continues to grow. The first 
salute for this success goes to the officers. The Army charged the program with commissioning 15 officers per year. 
Sixteen SRU graduates earned commission as a second lieutenant in 2016, with 17 projected to commission in 2017  
and 22 in 2018, said Army Capt. Joseph Barrow, SRU assistant professor of military science.

The program has commissioned 309 officers since its first class in 1984 and currently enrolls 207 students. Barrow 
said 56 cadets are on track to be commissioned as second lieutenants before they graduate.

The program has changed a lot since those early days. Those involved with ROTC agree that 9/11 ushered in a 
new spirit of service as people felt the need to defend their country and this increased interest in the program. The 
program is more diverse, too. Women train alongside men and earn commissions in proportionally higher percentages 

Rock Army ROTC program grooms leaders
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than women in the regular Army. Women 
accounted for five of the 16 cadets (31 
percent) who were commissioned in May. 
Another major change is the attitude of the 
general student population towards ROTC. 
“Our students have a great deal of respect 
for ROTC cadets. They see first-hand the 
commitment these young women and men 
have made and they are humbled by their call 
to service. One of the most emotional times 
at commencement is when the cadets are 
commissioned. I can’t remember a time when 
our students haven’t spontaneously risen 

to give them a standing ovation. It’s a real, 
‘goosebumps’ moment,” Cheryl Norton, SRU 
president said.

This is a banner year nationally for the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC). It’s 
celebrating its 100th anniversary.

According to the U.S. Army command, 
“ROTC as it exists today began with President 
Woodrow Wilson signing the National Defense 
Act of 1916, which brought training under a 
single, federally-controlled entity.” The U.S. 
Army Cadet Command was formed in 1986 
and is credited with establishing higher and 
more uniform standards nationally. 

Today, the Army has 275 ROTC programs 
at colleges in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico and Guam with an 
enrollment of more than 30,000. ROTC is the 
largest officer-producing organization within 
the American military, having commissioned 
more than half a million second lieutenants 
since its inception. The U.S. Army Cadet 
Command points out that more than 40 
percent of current active duty Army general 
officers were commissioned through ROTC. 

While the seven core values instilled by 
the program – loyalty, duty, respect, selfless 
service, honor, integrity and personal courage 
– are essential for military leaders, program 

leaders point out they are essential traits for 
all leaders. Several Fortune 500 CEOs have 
taken the boots and backpacks to briefcase 
path. Collin Powell, Lou Holtz, James Earl 
Jones and astronaut Nancy Sherlock among 
others are well-known ROTC graduates.

More than 40 SRU graduates have reached 
the rank of major or higher in the Army, Navy 
or Marines. They include: Marine Corps Brig. 
Gen. Martin Post, ’76, who served in Iraq: 
Army Lt. Col. Susan Wagner, ’76; Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Michael Callan, ’81, a pilot; Navy 
Capt. (retired) Kathlene Contres, ’76, the 
Navy’s highest-ranking Hispanic line officer; 
Army Lt. Col. (retired) Andrew Burch, ’84; 
Army Col. Michael Brobeck, ’84 and Marine 
Corps Maj. Gen. James Williams, ’76. 

Academics come first 
While the public perception of Army ROTC 

is often one of cadets in boots and field packs, 
that’s only a small part of the picture. Yes, 
Army ROTC teaches young men and women to 
be physically prepared to stand and fight, but 
the program’s first priorities are academics, 
character building, leadership and integrity. 

“Interestingly enough, our biggest point of 
emphasis for cadets is actually academics,” 
said Lt. Col. John Donlin, the commanding 
officer for SRU’s program for two years 
before he left in March to take command of a 
Tank Battalion in Fort Riley, Kansas. “We tell 
students and their parents when they come in 
to check us out, the number one thing if they 
want to succeed in ROTC, is to get good grades.

“We tell cadets straight up, if it’s a choice 
between ROTC, color guard or chemistry; 
study for chemistry.” 

The program’s other distinctive 
characteristics, according to Donlin, are 
its extensive leadership development, the 
military science curriculum and its values of 
honesty, trust and integrity. 

“You can’t play soldier when it suits you and 
then turn on the switch and be a super leader,” 
Donlin said. “You have to live leadership 
now and always be ready, the minute you 
graduate, to lead soldiers in a tough situation.”

CORE VALUES 
INSTILLED BY THE 
ROTC PROGRAM:
★  Loyalty
★  Duty
★  Respect
★  Selfless service
★  Honor
★  Integrity 
★  Personal courage

“The military is a microcosm of society. 
“You can find Dungeons and Dragons 
fanatics, power lifters, bookworms  
and everyone in between.”

– Cadet Donald Sanders
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Students in ROTC work toward a bachelor’s 
degree in the academic field of their choice and 
then minor in leadership. The minor requires 
25 credits, six of which come from history, 
management, political science or psychology.

Cadets follow a sequence of courses 
from an introduction to the Army, to land 
navigation and military tactics, to leadership 
and ethical decision-making. They also 
participate in adventure training such as 
rappelling, orienteering and marksmanship. 
Exceptional cadets may qualify for airborne 
(parachuting from aircraft) and air-assault 
(rappelling from helicopter) training.

For additional training and education, 
cadets are eligible to pursue a variety of 
internship opportunities including: Cadet 
Initial Entry Training in Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky; Cadet Field Training in West Point, 
New York; a U.S. Army Civil Engineering 
Internship in Seattle, Washington; a 30-day 
Cadet Troop Leader Training Program at Fort 
Riley, Kansas; and Cultural Understanding 
and Language Proficiency training in Tanzania 
and Romania. 

After graduation, officers serve in active 
duty, the reserves or the National Guard.

According to the Army, starting salary 
for a singe, active-duty second lieutenant is 
$55,576 a year. Pay after four years, upon 
competitive selection to captain, is $94,849 
a year.

Building on the basics
Penn said mentoring from fellow cadets 

and the Cadre helped her become the first 
female captain of the Ranger Challenge Team 
at SRU. She worked with fellow cadets to 
build the physical stamina, strength, agility 
and technical proficiency needed to compete 
in the annual two-day competition against 
teams from 42 other University ROTC 
programs including Penn State, Rutgers and 
the University of Connecticut. 

“We did very well at the competition, 
placing in the top ten in two events: the 
sandbag fill and stack lane and the squad 
assault lane,” she said. 

Following graduation and commissioning, 
Penn plans to serve in the National Guard, 
enter medical school and become a physician. 

Cadet Donald Sanders, a criminology major 
from Hopewell, said he wanted to join the 
Army from an early age. Tom, his stepfather 
and a former paratrooper, inspired him to 
serve his country. Sanders said the ROTC 
program helped keep him focused on doing 
well in college.

“ROTC motivated me to get the highest 
grades and to stay in top physical shape,” he 
said. “While it‘s true that I don‘t get as much 
sleep as most people, being up at 5:30 a.m., 
sucking it up with people that I care about is 
where I belong. All of my closest friends on 
campus I met through the program.”

Sanders, who plans on becoming an infantry 
officer, said ROTC prepares cadets by exposing 
them to the skills necessary to produce 
officers. Commanders encourage cadets to 
think outside the box to achieve objectives 
through teamwork, while mitigating risk and 
preparing students for the future.

“The military is a microcosm of society,” he 
said. “You can find ‘Dungeons and Dragons’ 
fanatics, power lifters, bookworms and 
everyone in between. There are people 
with good qualities like leadership, critical 
thinking skills, selflessness, resourcefulness, 
creativity, tenacity and adaptability. Of course 
everyone has flaws as well. Still, everyone 
brings something to the table and it‘s all those 
people, from different backgrounds, working 
together to achieve their goals that make it so 
great to me.”

Cadet Matthew Truesdell, a political 
science major from Pittsburgh, said his most 
challenging training moment unfolded when 
the ROTC Cadre named him the battalion 
operations officer. 

“I knew the heavy workload and importance 
of the position so I was nervous about taking 
it. However, I never felt like quitting or any 
regret from being in over my head, I had a 
great mentor and instructors,” he said.

“ROTC is a hands-on program that molds 
individuals into leaders through team work, 

decision making and experience,” Truesdell 
said. “It takes one outside of their comfort 
zone so when they jump back into it, they 
know what to do. This not only stems from 
executing tactical training but from planning 
both training and garrison events.”

Barrow said officers lead by example, 
modeling behavior such as character, physical 
strength, self-confidence and poise, so that 
cadets internalize Army values.

“Character is a big piece of our program. 
You have to have character,” Barrow said. 
“It’s not just about how fast they’re running 
and what kind of grades they get. We are 
evaluating them in leadership attributes and 
their behavior. We coach, teach, train and 
mentor.” 

And they do it very well. SRU’s ROTC 
program has won the Governor’s Trophy for 
Best ROTC Unit in the Commonwealth three 
times and the General Douglas MacArthur 
Award as the best unit of its size nationally. 

 

★  Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Martin Post, 
’76, who served in Iraq

★  Army Lt. Col. Susan Wagner, ’76
★  Air Force Brig. Gen. Michael Callan, 

’81, a pilot
★  Navy Capt. (retired) Kathlene 

Contres, ’76, the Navy’s highest-
ranking Hispanic line officer

★  Army Lt. Col. (retired) Andrew 
Burch, ’84

★  Army Col. Michael Brobeck, ’84
★  Marine Corps Maj. Gen. James 

Williams, ’76. 

More than 40 SRU  
graduates have reached  
the rank of major  
or higher in the Army,  
Navy or Marines:
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M ary Ann Dailey’s genealogy quest to learn about her  
ancestry led her to a medieval church in Pacentro, Italy, where 
she received a priest’s permission to photograph the archives 

housed in a wooden closet.
“Contained in this wooden closet were books of records with the 

oldest dating back to 1560,” said Dailey, Slippery Rock University 
associate professor of nursing. “Some exhibited the ravages of time 
and water damage, yet the rag-based and parchment papers used to 
record this information showed remarkable endurance.”

Using white cotton gloves while handling the rare treasures, she 
and her husband photographed 2,000 pages of records in the Church 
of the Madonna della Miseracordia. The detective work helped Dailey 
validate Pacentro as her ancestral home. Since then, Dailey has spent 
24 years researching her own and the village’s ancestry while amassing 
a database of 47,390 people connected to Pacentro, a historic medieval 
village in central Italy about 110 miles east of Rome.

“Gathering family history became so fascinating that I researched 
not only my ancestral lineage, but also the heritage of every family 
that lived in the village between 1560 and 1920,” Dailey said. “While 
collecting this data, it became evident that the creation of family 
trees was insufficient. Information about the occupations of villagers, 
the feudal class system, the naming patterns of children, the use 
of ‘soprannomi’ (nicknames) to distinguish between clan members 
with the same surname, the patterns of diseases such as cholera, 
the streets on which families lived, and the migration patterns of 
shepherds – and the associated high birth rates upon their return – 
were all uncovered through my research.”

Previously, Americans learned about their family history mainly 
through stories passed from generation to generation. Today, many 
Americans search the Internet to find their ancestors and make 
connections back to the old world. According to Family Tree Magazine, 
there are more than 75 state-focused genealogy websites based in 

ties that bind
Uncovering 
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the U.S. They provide millions of historical records, including newspapers, wills, 
military records, pension records and other items.

Dailey isn’t alone in her quest to know about her lineage. Genealogy is 
approaching a national craze. According to a 2014 USA Today article, it is the second 
most popular hobby in the country and a billion dollar industry that has spawned 
books, television shows and even DNA ancestry testing.

Perhaps it is because every American wants a Plymouth Rock, a Genesis story 
that they can move forward along a genealogical highway. 

Dailey’s maternal grandparents, Pio and Maria Cercone Gentilo, arrived at Ellis 
Island, New York in 1907, the same year in which 1,285,349, the highest number of 
legal immigrants ever, entered the USA. 

“My mother’s recollection about her grandparents in Italy was probably very 
similar to that of other first-generation Americans whose parents left the old 
country to begin anew in America,” Dailey said. “The cost of return passage was 
prohibitive for most families, so they didn’t discuss the relatives left behind. 
Obviously, it was too painful to recall loved ones who would never be seen again.”

Dailey’s mother provided stories about her grandparents, but her genealogy 
hobby allowed “all the pieces of the puzzle” to take shape.

“What I learned about life in the old country became the back story for behaviors 
in the new world,” she said. “The joy of holiday celebrations and the associated 
seven-course meals that always included pasta, a strong work ethic, a strong 

religious affiliation and the love of family 
that spanned generations.”

In the old country, she said, diet 
consisted mostly of vegetables, beans, 
grains, chicken and occasionally mutton. 
Sheep and goats provided milk and 
cheese. Villagers in the 18th and 19th 
centuries incorporated the meager 
assortment of crops into dishes such as 
“miniestra,’ a vegetable soup.

“A recipe for this hearty soup was 
passed from my grandmother Maria Gentilo to my mother,” she said.

Both sets of Dailey’s grandparents emigrated from the rugged, mountainous 
Abruzzo region in central Italy and settled in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. 

“While all were peasant farmers in Italy, they became grocers in America,” 
Dailey said. “Grandma Gentilo was a shrewd businesswoman, who expanded 
her original front-porch store to a larger building that housed her family 
upstairs and included two attached houses in the rear.”

Growing up in the Pittsburgh area, her father worked at Pages Division of 
the American Chain and Cable Company, where he galvanized wire. Henry 
D’Altorio was proud of the fact that wire galvanized at his mill was used in the 
construction of the Golden Gate Bridge. 

“Their children were encouraged to seek the American dream,” Dailey 
said. “My brother, Dr. Ronald D’Altorio, earned scholarships, attended 
medical school and became a board certified interventional radiologist who 
practiced in Pittsburgh for many years. I became a registered nurse, a wife 
and mother of three children, who earned a BSN, a master’s degree and a 
Ph.D. in nursing, and served three terms as a member of the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives.”

“Not bad for the grandchildren of peasant farmers,” she said.
Dailey and her husband have taken 13 trips to Italy, including several to 

Pacentro, a village of 1,200 residents.

Genealogy is approaching a 
national craze. According to a 
2014 USA Today article, it is the 
second most popular hobby in 
the country and a billion dollar 
industry that has spawned books, 
television shows and even DNA 
ancestry testing.
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“I’ve met many ‘cousins,’” she said. “Many of the villagers emigrated primarily 
to Aliquippa, Youngstown, Detroit, Paterson, N.J., Welland, Ontario, Canada, 
Melbourne, Australia and Venezuela.”

In 2006, following nine years of extensive research that amassed 20,000 new 
names in her database, Dailey returned for her third trip to Pacentro and visited the 
village “cimitero” (cemetery).

“Upon entering that cemetery, I sensed a strong spiritual presence of the long-
deceased villagers, for it was through my research that their lives had become an 
extension of my family,” she said. “Feeling their presence and knowing their need to 
be ‘re-connected’ with their descendants further ignited the quest for information. 
Obviously, the lineages by themselves would not provide adequate information 
about the lives of these ‘paesani’’ who worked together in the fields, walked along 
the same streets, washed their laundry together in the same communal fountain, 
attended the same Catholic churches, accessed the same midwives to deliver their 
babies, and lived together in the shadow of the Morrone and the Maille Mountains.”

Dailey’s research involved on-site visits to churches, villages and cemeteries, 
as well as the accumulation of records from other researchers; examination of 
birth, death and marriage records from digital images; photocopies of the 453-page 
village census of 1753; and the genealogical resources from the Family History 
Center of the Church of Latter Day Saints. One of her discoveries was a relationship 
to singer and actress Madonna, her seventh cousin once removed, whose paternal 
grandparents also were born in Pacentro.

“Throughout the years of data 
gathering, patterns of births, marriages 
and deaths within every family of the 
village were observed. With each recorded 
birth, the joyous growth of a family was 
witnessed, then with the turn of a page 
a death record revealed how quickly joy 
could become sadness,” she said. 

“In 18th and 19th-century Italy, infant 
mortality was quite high, yet surprisingly  
in some families all children lived to 
adulthood,” she said. “Therefore, each 
piece of information became a personal 
story about the lives of these villagers, most of whom were related to 
me, albeit in a distance. Finding information became a quest. The more I 
found, the more I wanted to explore; it became an insatiable need.”

Dailey said there is a strong relationship between her vocation, nursing 
and her avocation, genealogy, as “it creates a tapestry of data that provides 
better understanding about family relationships, cultures and religions:  
A truly holistic approach to caring.”

As a means of helping her students, “connect” better with the concept 
of research” she often assigns family genealogy projects. 

“I have students interview family members and gather historical data, 
including stories, photos and documents and visit local cemeteries, 
historical societies and libraries. They learn about family diseases that 
have a direct connection to their lives and that of their children. In some 
cases, they make connections with family members with whom they had 
not spoken in years and rekindled relationships,” she said. 

“In one instance, a student had to contact her estanged mother for 
information,” Dailey said. “They were essentially reunited through this 
project. Genealogy became the vehicle for healing in this instance.” 
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Dailey said there is a strong 
relationship between her 
vocation, nursing and her 
avocation, genealogy, as “it 
creates a tapestry of data that 
provides better understanding 
about family relationship, 
cultures and religions: A truly 
holistic approach to caring.”



30    The ROCK Spring 2016    31 30    The ROCK

It didn’t cause her to wake up in the middle of the night screaming  
and in a cold sweat.

Rather, she could feel it creeping up on her slowly. It was making her question herself and her 
life choices.

It was doubt.
What if she had made the wrong choice? What if the road she chose to travel was pointing her in 

the wrong direction? What if years down the road she found herself regretting the path she chose?
And as the doubt grew over her like a cloud, Kyrie Hartzell was afraid to even speak of it to 

family and friends. After all, for as long as she could remember, she wanted to grow up and 
become a teacher.

But now, things were changing.
“Since I was little girl I’d only been telling people one thing, ‘I want to be a teacher,’” said 

Hartzell, a junior from Port Matilda. “I had said that for so long, saying anything to the contrary 
seemed scary. But as I started my sophomore year, I started wanting more.

“Don’t get me wrong, I love working with children and I love teaching and education, but the 
more I thought about it, the more I realized that I couldn’t see myself standing at the (chalk) 
board every day for the rest of my life.”

As her sophomore year at SRU drew to a close, and in a moment of what one might call 
“panicked clarity,” Hartzell grabbed her laptop and began searching for a new major.

“I was asking myself so many questions,” said Hartzell. “‘What other fields were out there?’ 
‘What if SRU didn’t have anything that caught my attention?’ ‘Am I going to have to transfer to 
another school?’

“It was exhausting and I hadn’t even started my search.”
Not knowing what field of study might speak to her, the former middle education: mathematics 

major went about her search in a way that only a teacher would – by leaning on the ABC’s.
“Thank goodness for the alphabetic search on the University website,” Hartzell said with a 

laugh. “I started at ‘A’ and began working my way through, letter by letter.”
When she clicked on the letter ‘N,’ the first program that popped up, clicked with her: 

nonprofit leadership.

W    rld
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“Seventy years ago, there were 1,500 
registered nonprofits in the U.S. Today 
there are 1,149 in Butler County alone, 

which gives you some perspective. The 
nonprofit sector is the fast growing 

employer in the world.”
– Alice DelVecchio

“Not a day goes by that I’m not 
thankful for everything I learned 

on that campus. My drive, my 
passion, my inspiration are all 
a result of what that program 

instilled in me.”
– Kevin McNair, ’11

“I was instantly intrigued as I read what it was all about,” said Hartzell. 
“I fired off an email to Alice DelVecchio (SRU assistant professor 
of interdisciplinary programs and nonprofit leadership program 
coordinator) and after meeting with her, immediately switched my major.”

SRU’s nonprofit leadership program provides students with a 
cavalcade of knowledge on how those agencies operate, including: 
developing and managing programs; measuring program and 
organizational effectiveness; generating funds through grants and 
special events; preparing budgets and maintaining financial records; 
developing marketing tools and public relations materials; recruiting 
and supervising volunteers; advocating for the needs of clients; and 
conducting human resources functions like hiring and evaluating staff.

“There are so many options open to me,” Hartzell said. “Options that 
will allow me to make the difference I felt I wanted to make. I can work 
with children, seniors, the disabled or animals. And then to think of 
the choices beyond that … programming, public relations, marketing, 
fundraising … how could that not excite someone?”

According to The Urban Institute, a national organization that 
analyzes the size, scope and performance of nonprofits, growth in the 
sector surpassed that of both the business and government between 
2001 and 2011. That growth spurt has created a growing need for more 
trained managers and executives.

“Seventy years ago, there were 1,500 registered nonprofits in the 
U.S.,” said Del Vecchio. “Today there are 1,149 in Butler County alone, 
which gives you some perspective. The nonprofit sector is the fastest 
growing employer in the world.”

An example of that growth includes Kevin McNair, a 2011 graduate 
with a dual major in marketing and nonprofit management. The former 
Heinz Fellow, who by his own admission spent a lot of his youth in and 
out of trouble, has launched his own nonprofit agency, 1Nation. 

1Nation seeks to provide mentorship to African-American males 
throughout western Pennsylvania’s underserved communities in the 
areas of academic advancement and personal development, while 
providing the tools needed to combat those conditions that would 
otherwise undermine the efforts of those young men to be successful.

“I used the same plan that I created in one of Alice’s classes to file for 
my 501(c)(3) with 1Nation,” said McNair. “The practical nature of what I 
learned was invaluable. To this day, whenever I have a question or am 
doubtful about something, I refer back to my class notes. Other people 
tell me how brilliant I am, but I’m just using what (Alice) taught me.

W    rld
“Not a day goes by that I’m not thankful for everything I learned on 

that campus. My drive, my passion, my inspiration are all a result of 
what that program instilled in me.”

As baby boomers serving as nonprofit managers leave the 
sector, it is predicted there will be a deficit of leaders, according to 
a study conducted by The Bridgespan Group, a nonprofit adviser to 
organizations and philanthropists.

The study found that beginning in 2016, nonprofits would require 
nearly 45,000 new jobs each year over the next decade.

“The sector is concerned about how they‘re going to fill that gap,” 

Del Vecchio said. “You have people who have been working in the sector, 
but you don‘t have a lot of pipelines for people who are academically 
prepared and come in at that mid-level or lower-level management.”

Fortunately for students like Hartzell and nonprofits throughout the 
area – and beyond – one such pipeline is SRU. In fact, for those wanting 
to become a “difference maker,” The Rock represents the only option, as 
SRU is the sole university in Pennsylvania offering a nonprofit major at 
the undergraduate level.

But being the lone provider of nonprofit baccalaureate 
coursework in the state isn’t the only advantage to SRU’s program. What 
really gives SRU students a major leg up is hands-on field experience.

Nonprofit management students are afforded a variety of 
opportunities in and  out of the classroom to work directly with local 
agencies that are seeking assistance in creating everything from logos to 
mission statements to annual campaigns.

In Hartzell’s case, that means working as the student facilitator for 
“Speak Up!”

“Speak Up!” is a collaborative effort between Del Vecchio’s office, 
Butler County Collaborative for Families, Butler County Prevention 
Council and Butler County Department of Human Services that provides 
area youth in grades 7 through 10 an opportunity to develop voice and to 
have it heard by County policy makers. 

Once per month, the middle schoolers meet for leadership 
development and public policy understanding; opportunities to learn 
more about their communities from guest speakers; and planning of a 
culminating community project. 

Participants learn skills for organizing projects through which they 
can give back to their communities; consulting with and providing 
feedback to policy makers across the county regarding proposed policy; 
and positively influencing public opinion regarding the future of Butler 
County youth. 

“It’s so rewarding to help these kids understand that they have a voice 
and that they matter,” said Hartzell. “The feedback from the kids is great. 
I can see them becoming empowered as we work together. The only 
negative in the whole situation is that I wished I had found the nonprofit 
program sooner and been able to help even more kids.”

Hartzell’s reactions are just what Del Vecchio loves to see from her 
students. 

“That’s what is so great about this program,” she said. “The students 
end up with tangible outputs and examples of what they can do, based 
on their experiences and learning. When they get out into the real world, 
they’re armed with more than just a transcript.”

According to the Bridgespan study, some organizations systematically 
develop and support promising leaders, but too few are doing it. 

“There are so many options open to me. 
Options that will allow me to make the 

difference I felt I wanted to make.  
I can work with children, seniors, 

the disabled or animals. And then to 
think of the choices beyond that…

programming, public relations, 
marketing, fundraising…how could 

that not excite someone?”
–Kyrie Hartzell
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Cliché or not, the flyer led Evans to Del Vecchio’s door and eventually 
to a service-learning internship with Amizade Global. 

Based in Pittsburgh, Amizade Global offers volunteer programs and 
service-learning options for college students in Bolivia, Brazil, Poland, 
Ghana, Jamaica, India, Trinidad & Tobago, Northern Ireland, Tanzania and 
the U.S. Through their programs, Amizade has mobilized more than 
8,000 volunteers who have contributed more than 100,000 hours of 
service to communities worldwide since 1994.

“Alice’s passion for building a better world was contagious,” Evans said. 
“It sparked something inside me that turned out to be the missing piece in 
my education. Being involved in the program broadened my understanding 
of potential career opportunities and ways to engage in the world.

“It opened my eyes that a person’s career can be directed to a larger 
purpose … to improve public life and society for others while providing 
opportunities and experiences for everyone.”

The life-changing experiences for Evans continued after her time at 
SRU, first, through a prestigious, nine-month Coro’s Fellowship.

Coro, founded in 1942 and with six offices across the U.S., trains 
future civic leaders in developing the skills needed to engage and 
empower communities; gain experience in government, business, labor 

In a nationwide survey of agencies, more 
than half of respondents ranked their 
organizations lower than six out of 10 
on their ability to develop their staff. 
When asked why, respondents said that 
their organizations lacked the talent 
management processes required to 
develop staff and that they had not made 
staff development a high priority. Only 16 
percent felt that their organizations actually 
lacked the capability to offer appropriate training 
and experience, a surprisingly low percentage given that external 
training is the solution to leadership development that many default to.

Enter SRU’s nonprofit program.
Through service-learning opportunities and participation in 

projects for area organizations and internships, students are able to 
make a difference while studying nonprofit leadership theories and 
best practices. 

“The connection to the real world that the program provided for me 
was invaluable,” said Grace Evans, a 2013 graduate with a dual major in 
mathematics and professional studies with a nonprofit management 
specialization.

“The coursework got me thinking about how huge a component 
of society nonprofits are and the vital needs they provide for the 
disadvantaged; but also how they enrich lives through arts and 
culture,” said Evans. 

“I knew about these things, of course, but never really related them 
as ‘nonprofit agencies’ or how I could help make the community or 
world a better place by helping to grow and develop the services these 
programs provide.”

Like Hartzell, Evans came to SRU to be a math teacher, but as time 
went on, the native of Apollo, began exploring options and a desire to 
do “something more.”

“I remember walking across campus and seeing a flyer for the 
nonprofit management course, it said something like ‘So you think 
you want to change the world?’” said Evans. “I remember thinking how 
clichéd it sounded.” 

and not-for-profit community organizations; and participate in special 
community and political problem solving processes.

More than 10,000 Coro alumni are currently serving as leaders in 
local, regional and national/global businesses, non-profit organizations, 
governmental agencies and elected public office. 

“The coursework got me thinking 
about how huge a component  
of society nonprofits are and  
the vital needs they provide  
for the disadvantaged; but also  
how they enrich lives through  

arts and culture.”
– Grace Evans, ’13 
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The competition to obtain a Coro’s Fellowship is fierce as only 12 
persons are selected to participate in each year’s cohort.

Throughout the nine months, each Fellow participates in a series of 
full-time projects across a variety of sectors in public affairs, including 
a final independent project of the Fellow’s choosing. Sectors may 
include: business, electoral politics, government, media, nonprofit/
philanthropy and organized labor. 

The experience with Coro helped lead to Evans’ acceptance to the 
University of Michigan’s Ford School of Public Policy from which she 
graduated in April with a master’s degree in public policy. 

Later this summer she’ll begin a position with Harvard University’s 
Harvard Kennedy School Government Performance Lab. The GPL 
conducts research on how state and local governments can improve 
the results they achieve for their citizens through pro bono technical 
assistance. Through that hands-on involvement, the GPL gains insight 
into the barriers that governments face and the solutions that can 
overcome these barriers.

Evans will be joining GPL’s government performance fellows, 
providing technical assistance to the state government of Rhode Island. 
She’ll be working on projects that range from helping governments 
target which clients to connect to services; making programmatic 
decisions based on performance data; and conducting evaluations of 
management and policy reforms.

“I can’t thank Alice and the nonprofit program enough for getting me 
started on this wonderful journey which has led me to where I am now,” 
said Evans. “The program broadened my understanding of not only 
potential career opportunities, but ways to engage in the world and 
make choices that have an impact on the people and places around me.”

The impact can also be felt on the SRU campus.
A prime example of that occurred in 2015 as Del Vecchio’s students 

created an annual campaign for their student organization, the Student 
Nonprofit Alliance. The SNA is a preprofessional association for SRU 
students majoring or minoring in nonprofit management. The group 
hosts and participates in numerous events and programs each year 
with the goal of teaching members how to lead, manage and evaluate 
projects as nonprofit professionals.

Under Del Vecchio’s guidance, students designed and scripted a 

brochure that profiled the SNA and its purpose. The piece, seeking 
donations, was then mailed to a variety of SRU alumni, former faculty, 
SNA board members as well as family and friends.

The campaign exceeded the students’ wildest dreams, garnering 
more than $10,000 in donations.

With those monies, the SNA was able to distribute more than 
$1,500 in scholarships last year to current SRU students majoring 
in philanthropy and nonprofit management, while also being able to 
offer scholarships to incoming nonprofit majors in 2016. Scholarships 
for summer internships were also made possible for the first time 
as a result of the campaign, in addition to putting monies toward 
professional development trips for students.

“We were honored and humbled that so many people wanted to 
help our program so that our students can use their lives to make a 
difference,” said Del Vecchio. “How exciting for them to have had the 
chance to not only learn how to manage a campaign, but to have it have 
been such a success.

“There aren’t too many 20-somethings that have the opportunity 
to manage the distribution of upwards of $10,000, especially for the 
betterment of their fellow students.” 

Not to mention for the building of a better world.
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operations at Treasure Lake’s Gold and 
Silver courses in DuBois. 

Madelyne D’Angelo, ’91, has been 
named managing director at Reston, 
Virginia-based Helios HR, a human 
capital management and talent 
acquisition firm. In her new role, 
D’Angelo will be responsible for driving 
strategic growth initiatives, team 
leadership and overseeing the client 
experience across business lines. 

Joan Lappin, ’91, recently received her 
breast health navigator certification 
from the Harold Freeman Institute in 
New York City through the National 
Consortium of Breast Centers, Inc. 
Lappin serves as the cancer care social 
worker and breast health navigator at 
the Brodesser Cancer Center at Cape 
Regional Medical Center. Lappin has 
spent the past 25 years with CRMC as 
a certified social worker. The Breast 
Health Navigation Program at Cape 
Regional works collaboratively with 
physicians to ensure timely and efficient 
delivery of breast health services. 

Tina Hansen-Turton, ’92, was recently 
promoted to chief operating officer 
at Philadelphia-based Public Health 
Management Corporation. In her new 
position, Hansen-Turton will provide 
oversight of operations, strategy, 
business development, mergers and 
affiliations and innovation support to 
the $230+ million nonprofit and public 
health foundation. An international 
student from Denmark, she is a 2010 
SRU Distinguished International Alumni 
Award recipient. 

Dave Hilliard, ’92, was recently named 
president and CEO of the Butler County 
Family YMCA. Hilliard began his YMCA 
career in 1992 as an intern at the 
Butler YMCA, before being named 
executive director at the Southwest 
Branch. In 2006, he oversaw the 
opening of the Rose E. Schneider YMCA 
in Cranberry Township.

1950s
Robert Bidwell, ’51, was named the 
2015 PGA Tour Volunteer of the Year. 
While at SRU, Bidwell served as senior 
class president; editor of “The Rocket,” 
the independent student newspaper; 
and was a four-year member of the 
men’s tennis team. ●

1960s
Joe Walters, ’68, was inducted into 
the Mercer County Hall of Fame Jan. 
16. Pictured (left to right) are Walters, 
Dick Hudson, ’68, Tom Stabile, ’68 and 
Roger Flynn, ’68. Stabile was the keynote 
speaker at Walters’ Mercer County HOF 
induction. All four men are members of 
the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame. ●
Linda Carson, ’69, CEO and founder of 
Choosy Kids, a Morgantown, Virginia-
based company, has been awarded the 
2016 Parents‘ Choice Approved Award 
for “My Wiggle Makes Me Giggle,” the 
company’s newest CD. The  seventh 
CD in the Choosy Kids collection, the 
disc features 18 original tracks in 
both English and Spanish designed to 
promote healthy habits in preschool 
children and their families. ●

1970s
William A. McCormick, III, DDS, 
’71, recently retired and sold his 
Washington, Pennsylvania-based dental 
practice after 40 years in business. 
He continues to work part time as an 
assistant clinical professor at the West 
Virginia University School of Dentistry. 

Ron Hess, ’72, and Dave Zott, ’72, met 
by chance in Tucson, Arizona at the 
annual car show sponsored by The 
Window Depot. Hess, president of 
The Window Depot, said it was a very 
congenial meeting and he was happy to 
meet a fellow alum. ● 

Nicholas Kolodick, ’74, announced 
his retirement from Erie Bearings Co. 
of Seneca after 28 years of inside 
sales and branch management for the 
company. He and his wife, Margaret, 
enjoy biking, birding and spending time 
with family. ●
Ellie Neff, ’74, has been recognized 
as a distinguished professional in 
her field by “Women of Distinction” 
magazine. Neff, founder and CEO 
of Neff Educational Consultants, 
provides consultation to elementary 
and secondary educators regarding 
curriculum development and teacher 
effectiveness. Prior to launching NEC, 
Neff spent 39 years as a teacher.

Charlie Hughes, ’76, was recently named 
to the “Friends of Section 4” Wrestling 
Hall of Fame in Whitney Point, New York. 
Hughes spent 35 years as a wrestling 
coach at Waverly, New York High School, 
the last eight as head coach. In 2009, 
Hughes coached two of his wrestlers 

to state championships and two others 
who placed in the top six.

Gary Perdue, ’76, has been named a 
VIP member of Worldwide Branding. 
This special distinction honors 
individuals who have shown exceptional 
commitment to achieving personal 
and professional success. Perdue has 
more than 30 years of experience in the 
auto finance industry, with five years 
experience as founder and president 
of Peritus Portfolio Services, LLC, a 
financial company that provides auto-
secured bankrupt loan services and 
liquidity solutions. Perdue is also a 
founding member of the National Auto 
Finance Association on which he sits on 
the board of directors.

Irvin Johnson, ’78, has recently been 
named tax commissioner of DeKalb 
County, Georgia. Johnson’s time with 
DeKalb County has included stints 
in computer and network services, 
motor vehicle supervisor and manager 
in the delinquent collections division 
before joining the tax commissioner’s 
office in 2010. 

Ronald Frye, ’79, was recently named 
vice president of global service at 
Elliott Group. In his new role, he will 
be responsible for expanding Elliott’s 
Global Service operations. Frye has 
been with Elliott Group for 36 years. ●

1980s
Rebecca Brisbane, ’82, has authored 
“Away From the Sun.” The novel tells the 
story of a female rookie police officer 
living in a small backwoods town deep in 
the hills of Pennsylvania who becomes 
intensely involved in a desperate search 
for a ruthless killer. Brisbane, worked 
at the Tribune Review newspaper in 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania for nearly 30 
years. The book is available at:  http://
tinyurl.com/npqtm9v.

Dwight Smith, ’82, recently traveled 
to Belize to work with at-risk children, 
teaching them to swim as well as other 

skills that would help them through 
life. He will be returning for five weeks 
this summer to continue his work. ●
Randy Bono, ’83, has been promoted 
to director of procurement and 
merchandising at Marmon/Keystone. 
Bono has more than 27 years of 
experience with the company at the 
branch and corporate levels. He has 
been an inside salesperson, account 
manager, carbon products manager, 
white metals product manager and 
inside sales manager. ●
Robert Jones, ’83, has brought “Rocky” 
home to the University. Jones, who 
served as the SRU mascot from 1978-
83, recently donated the costume 
he wore to various events to the 
University archives. The costume, 
which some have likened to a sock 
puppet, was crafted by Jones and 
his parents, Frances and Dick Jones. 
A plaque placed in archives reads: 
“Through Bob’s imagination and 
creativity, an important aspect of 
Slippery Rock spirit was developed. 
‘Rocky’ symbolizes the excitement and 
energy that is Slippery Rock athletics.”

David McIltrot, ’85, recently announced 
his retirement as an investigations 
classification analyst with the U.S. Office 
of Personnel Management. McIltrot 
logged 36 years of federal service, 
including time with the U.S. Army (1971-
1975) and U.S. Postal Service (1983-2010) 
before joining personnel management.

Lt. Edward Reese,’89, retired March 
31 from the Bernard Township (New 
Jersey) Police Department after 25 
years of service. During his time on 
the force, Reese obtained a master‘s 
degree, served on the narcotics team, 
was a long-time member and leader on 
the SWAT team and helped train new 
officers at the police.  

1990s
Matthew Gotto, ’90, a PGA professional, 
has been named the director of golf 
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Kathy Veon, ’92, was recently appointed 
by Florida Governor Rick Scott to the 
state board of acupuncture and has 
been confirmed by the state senate. She 
serves as chairman of the continuing 
education committee, as well as on 
the community relations committee. 
Veon also has a private practice in Lake 
Mary, Florida, specializing in functional 
medicine, clinical nutrition, herbal 
medicine and holistic medical therapies 
where she has helped her patients heal 
from chronic and degenerative illness 
for more than 10 years. ●
Suresh DeCosta, ’98, was recently 
named the director of food safety, 
North America and Latin America at 
Lipman, North America’s largest open 
field tomato grower. In addition, he 
is the chairman of the United Fresh 
Produce Association Food Safety and 
Technology Council and also serves 
on its Board of Directors. DeCosta 
has received multiple industry 
awards, including the UFPA technical 
award for his leadership in helping 
standardize agricultural food safety 
practices. ●

2000s
Tracy Taylor, ’01, has been named 
director of human resources at 
Marmon/Keystone. Taylor has been 
with the company for nine years as a 
human resources specialist at branch 
and corporate levels. ●
Greg Wagner, ’01, has recently been 
named athletic director for the Spring 
Grove Area School District.

Jason Renshaw, ’02, has been elected 
Armstrong County Commissioner. 
Renshaw, owner of Renshaw Farms in 
Freeport, also serves on the Armstrong 
County Tourist and Farm Bureau board. 
Renshaw has taught safety science at 
the Community College of Allegheny 
County and for U.S. Steel Union workers 
and office staff.

Rob Singer, ’02, an Edward Jones 
financial adviser in Cranberry 
Township the past 13 years, has been 
named a principal with the firm’s 
holding company, The Jones Financial 
Companies, LLLP. He was one of only 
51 individuals chosen from more than 

43,000 associates across the U.S.  
and Canada to join the firm’s 353 
principals. He also is an Accredited 
Asset Management Specialist 
professional. ●
Sarah (Lipner) Giliberto, ’04, received 
her National Board of Professional 
Teaching Standards Certification in 
November 2015. Giliberto is one of only 
two music teachers in the Pittsburgh 
Public School District with this 
certification. She is in her 11th year with 
the district, where she teaches all of 
the courses in the Carrick High School 
music department including band, 
orchestra, piano, choir and steel drums. 

John Hamilton, ’07, has been named 
director of sports, fitness and aquatics 
at Redstone Arsenal, a U.S. Army 
post near Madison County, Alabama. 
Hamilton, who also played soccer at 
SRU during the 2001-02 season, was 
previously in charge of the fitness 
programs at the U.S. Army Garrison in 
Vicenza, Italy. His career in U.S. Army 
recreation has taken him to stops in 
Germany and Arizona.

Cody Bauman, ’09, James Douglas 
Goetz, ’09 and Catherine (Katie) 
Sismour, ’11, are living and working in 
McMurdo Station, Antarctica.

Jillian Peterson, ’09, has been hired 
as a dancer in “Mystic India: The World 
Tour.” The Bollywood show is based on 
the concept of ancient India’s transition 
to a modern country. The show 
features dance, music, acrobatics and 
more than 750 costumes. Peterson, 
based in Baltimore, Maryland, is a 
dancer for ReVision Dance Co.

Tim Pollack, ’09, was recently named 
assistant general manager of the 
Stockton Ports minor league baseball 
team. The Ports, based in Stockton, 
California, are a member of the Class 
A Advanced California League and 
are a minor league affiliate of the 
Oakland Athletics. Pollack oversees 
all ticket and sales operations for the 
team. Pollack is in his sixth season 
with the Ports and eighth in minor 
league baseball. Prior to his time with 
Stockton, Pollack spent two seasons 
with the Fresno (California) Grizzlies.

2010s
Patrick Reagan, ’10, became the second 
SRU cross country and track and field 
alumnus to qualify for the 2016 U.S. 
Olympic Trials in the marathon when he 
reached the qualifying standard at the 
Jacksonville (Florida) Bank Half Marathon. 
Reagan joined former teammate Jeff 
Weiss, ’09, who earned his Olympic Trials 
qualifier last year. Reagan covered the 
13.1-mile course in 1:04.29 for an average 
pace of 4:55 per mile. 

Jessica Sturgill, ’11, was recently 
named a senior associate with The 
Siegfried Group, LLP and assigned 
to the Cleveland, Ohio market. The 
Siegfried Group is a national CPA firm 
that provides leadership, advisory and 
talent delivery services.

Meaghan Collins, ’12, recently joined 
Kennywood Park’s group sales staff. 
Kennywood is a West Mifflin based 
amusement park. Prior to accepting 
her new position, Collins worked on the 
sales team at Stratwood Catering, a 
subsidiary of Kennywood Entertainment 
Group. Collins has a long history with 
Kennywood that began in 2006 when 
she took a job in the park’s food and 
beverage department. She is also the 
assistant cheerleading coach for Steel 
Valley High School and an assistant 
instructor at Fran’s School of Dance in 
Munhall. ●
Danielle Faggioli, ’14, has received the 
“Innovative Educator of the Quarter” 
award from Granville County (North 
Carolina) Public Schools. Faggioli, 
who also earned a master’s degree in 
secondary mathematics education in 
2015 from SRU, is completing her first 
year of teaching.

Geurin Barrows, ’15, who was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant 
as a member of the U.S. Army ROTC at 
SRU, recently graduated from the U.S. 
Army’s Ranger School at Fort Benning, 
Georgia. Ranger School is an intense 
61-day combat leadership course 
oriented toward small-unit tactics and 
has been called the toughest combat 
course in the world. Barrows has been 
assigned to the 25th Infantry Division 
at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

Weddings
Tina Morgano, ’05, ’07, ’11 and Benjamin 
Zacherl, married Sept. 12, 2015 at the 
Chapel at George Junior Republic in 
Grove City, Pennsylvania. ●
Scott Simmons, ’87, and Coleen 
Murdock, ’90, married Feb. 27, 2015 in 
Palmer, Alaska. The couple resides in 
Willow, Alaska. 

David Wirick, ’74, and Yoseph 
Widirahmaya, married Jan. 30, 2016 
in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania. David 
Wirick is employed as a dual diagnosis 
rehab counselor with Pyramid 
Healthcare of Pennsylvania. ●

Birth
Crystol Fowler, ’92, and Carl 
B. Madison, ’92, welcomed a 
granddaughter, Ava, born Oct. 26, 
2015. She weighed 6 lbs. 10 oz. ●

In Memory
Mildred (Schoeller) Burtnett-Turner, ’34 
Hazel Luella (McCurdy) Mallery, ’36 
Richard Jones, ’42 
Charlotte (Brown) Jones, ’43 
Dorothy (Baumbach) Balthaser, ’44 
Barbara Ann Ceryak, ’45 
Pauline (Anderson) Ellison, ’45 
Janet (Ramming) Calvert, ’50 
Elizabeth (Raimar) Oxnam, ’51 
Lee Houk, ’54 
Catherine Jankovich, ’57 
Carol Ann (Anderson) Getty, ’58 
Nicholas Macaluso, ’59 
Richard Kline, ’60 
Thomas Moses, ’60 
Robert McConnell, ’61 
Carol (Coleman) Collins, ’62 
Frank Heinecke Jr.  ’62 
John Ciesielski, ’63 
Chryse Zamalis, ’63 
Mathew Gregory, ’64 
Roger Golden, ’66 
Nancy (Gensante) Buckwalter, ’68 
David Cooper, ’68 
David Hoover II  ’68 
Dorene (Kirkpatrick) Plaszaj, ’69 
James Wetzel, ’69 
Nancy (Delp) Krantz, ’70 
Geraldine Palumbo, ’71 
Richard Kilgore, ’72 
Denis Kebler, ’73 
James Dugan, ’74 
Deborah (Jancic) Kuntz, ’74 
Deborah Trego, ’75 
Marcia Corbett, ’77 
Fred Fox, ’78 
Robert Thompson, ’78 
Caren McBane, ’85 
Michael McDermott, ’85 
Debra Klingensmith, ’90 
Jane Baron, ’92 
Marni (McCutcheon) DePaoli, ’92 
Debra Cooper, ’96 
James Sayers, ’96 
Joseph Bradley, ’04 
Mandrea Dobson, ’05 
Jonathan Mazar, ’05 
Jonathan Tidd, ’10 
Craig Chase (retired faculty) 
Marie Wheaton (retired faculty)
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Don’t let her age fool you. Margaret “Maggie” 
Rehm Headland, a soft-spoken, quick to laugh 
97-year old, is still sharp as a tack and just as 
fervent about Slippery Rock University as she 
was the first day she arrived on campus back  
in 1936. 

However, The Rock looks much different than it did when Headland 
arrived on campus 80 years ago. At that time, only the upper 
campus existed. 

“The campus today is extremely impressive,” Headland said. “It is 
wonderful and I am so proud to be an alum.

“One thing remains the same,” she laughed. “The 
campus keeps growing.”

As a long-time donor to the University, 
Headland has been a significant part of  
that growth.

Along with her late husband Howard “Budd” 
Headland Jr., she funded the waterfall beside 
Bailey Library and supported construction 
of the Russell Wright Alumni House and 
Conference Center. 

“My husband and I had the honor of 
cutting the ribbon at the dedication of 
the waterfall and I was even asked 
to say a few words,” Headland said. 

As a 1940 graduate, Headland 
was one of the first “Greatest 
Generation” graduates to 
give back to the University in 
the form of a scholarship, 
creating the Howard L. and 
Margaret Rehm Headland 
Scholarship more than 20 
years ago.

Headland has enjoyed 
taking the time to get to 
know the scholarship 
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recipients as friendships have blossomed and the recipients became 
fellow SRU graduates and alumni. Headland cherishes the many 
cards, letters and visits she has received from many of the recipients 
over the years.

This past April, during the annual Scholarship Stewardship 
Luncheon at the alumni house, Headland met with a trio of current 
recipients, including: Quiona Glover, a sophomore sport management 
major; Erminia Spinelli, a senior early childhood/special education 
major; and Amanda Vogel, a junior early childhood education major. 
All three students graduated from Woodland Hills High School, 
located in Churchill, an e astern suburb of Pittsburgh. It is the same 
district where Headland spent her 25-year teaching career.

“I relished every minute of my time with (Quiona, Erminia and 
Amanda),” said Headland. “I make it a priority to attend this event 
each spring. It’s a great way for myself and other scholarship 
donors to connect with the students and University.”

As a student, Headland served as president of Mu Epsilon 
Theta, a service organization with a focus on music. She helped 
bring members of the Youngstown Symphony Orchestra to 
campus for collaborative events.

Following graduation, Headland continued to use music to 
serve others including a 20-year run as the organist for  
Beulah Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburgh. 
She later acted as a 
substitute organist/
pianist for nine other 
area churches.  

continues lifetime of caring

One of her greatest memories is playing at the former Civic Arena in 
Pittsburgh for an Easter sunrise service.

Headland’s caring ways and interest in connecting with the people 
around her comes naturally.

“I’m just me,” she said matter-of-factly. “If someone needs me for 
something, I just hope I’m able to be there for them.”

Despite her age, there isn’t much that can stop Headland from 
doing what she wants to do. Whether she is playing the church organ, 
reading books, doing word puzzles, or volunteering in her community, 
Headland’s thoughts are always focused on helping others.

Her time at home is no exception. A resident of St. Paul’s Homes 
in Greenville, Headland has only recently slowed down in assisting 
other residents.

Whether it was accompanying the “youngsters” – the name she 
affectionately calls the 65 and older set – on shopping trips, doctor’s 
visits or other errands, Headland continued to put others before 
herself.

“My husband used to tell me I was stubborn,” Headland said with a 
smile. “I’d like to think I’m determined.”

From left to right: 
Quiona Glover, 
Erminia Spinelli, 
Amanda Vogel with 
Maggie Headland. 
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Tut Melman, ’32, was a force to reckon with in his college 
days. A quarterback for the legendary coach N. Kerr Thompson, 
he once threw for two touchdowns and kicked both extra points 
to lead the Rock to a 14-0 state championship win over cross-
state, arch rival West Chester. He was a guard on the basketball 
team and completed the athletic trifecta by playing second base 
for the baseball team.

What he really wanted to do was coach. While still in college 
he became the basketball coach for Slippery Rock High School. 

“My dad would laugh when he told me about coaching those 
boys because he said they were pretty much all farm boys and 
didn‘t know much about the game,” said Melman’s daughter 
Betsy Carney, a retired computer programmer who attended 
Purdue. “He spent basically all his time teaching fundamentals.”

Upon graduating, he sought a high school coaching position in 
Pittsburgh. Unfortunately, that‘s when the ugly reality of living 
in the early 30s hit him smack in the face. “He was turned down 
for the job because he was Jewish, so he turned to officiating,” 
Carney said.

It was one of the best calls he made in his life.
Melman officiated for both high school and college level 

basketball and football. He worked the NCAA basketball 
tournament in its earliest days when teams competed at 
Madison Square Garden in New York City. He refereed his final 
game   – a high school basketball game – when he was 62.

Carney said one of her father’s major contributions within the 
Pennsylvania sports community was advocating for the rule 
allowing the two-point conversion in football. 

“He spent 10 years pushing for the adoption of the rule 
before finally succeeding. He reasoned that, since crossing the 
goal line via a run or a successful pass was worth six points 
and kicking the ball through the uprights was only worth half 
the points, the same logic should be applied to the extra point 
conversion,” she explained.

Carney chose to honor her father’s memory – and his life’s 

TUT MELMAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
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Daughter honors Dad’s life,  
career, sports legacy

passion – through the Tut Melman ’32 Memorial Scholarship.
“My father took great care to mentor young officials and I chose to 

establish a scholarship in his name to allow him to continue to help 
young people – this time Slippery Rock University students who are 
majoring in his field of study – physical education.”

Melman chose to enroll at Slippery Rock in 1928 due to the reputation 
of the University’s program. Following graduation, Melman taught 
physical education at Colfax Junior High School in Pittsburgh.

“At Colfax, my father saw my mother on the first day of her teaching 
career in 1940 and asked if he might drive her home after school,” 
Carney said. “They married on New Year‘s Eve, just four months later.” 

Carney was born in 1942. Her sister, Lynne, followed a year and  
half later.

With a growing family, Melman soon left teaching to start his own 
business.

“I believe that my dad felt that he needed to find a career with more 
earning potential in order to support us. At that time, teacher salaries 
were very low. I think that was the reason that my dad left teaching and 
started his own business - Tut Melman Insurance Agency in Pittsburgh,” 
Carney said.

In order to have the time and financial resources necessary to 
establish his business, Melman and his family left their Mt. Washington 
apartment and moved to Homestead to live with relatives. Once his 
insurance agency was up and running, Melman built a home for his 
family in Whitehall.

“My dad was the type of father that every child wanted,” Carney said. 
“He took us to the movies each week, we often picnicked at state parks 
and I recall many trips to Slippery Rock, where I purchased penny candy 
at the old country store.”

Melman also shared his love of sports with his children, taking 
the girls to Pirates games at Forbes Field while telling them of his 
encounters with big-name professional sports figures.

“In 1927, the year the Pirates played the Yankees in the World Series, 
my dad worked for the Pirates as the visiting team batboy,” said Carney. 
“My dad recalled thinking that the Series was over before the first pitch 

was thrown. While observing the Bucs as they watched 
the Yankees take batting practice before the first game, 
he believed that he could tell by the expressions on the 
Pittsburgh players’ faces that they were in awe.

“That was the same year that Babe Ruth hit 60 home runs. So, for two 
days in 1927, my dad was batboy for Babe Ruth, as well as Lou Gehrig 
and the rest of the greatest team ever put together.”

Melman, a life-long Pittsburgh resident who had known Art Rooney 
since their days at Fifth Avenue High School, also enjoyed sharing the 
story of his part in Pittsburgh Steelers’ history.

“Dad told us that Art Rooney came to him to talk about a football 
team that (Rooney) was interested in purchasing,” Carney said. “As 
the story goes, Mr. Rooney asked my dad if he wanted to come in as a 
partner. At that time, my dad did not have the princely sum of $250, so 
he did not join in the purchase.”

Steelers’ lore has it that Rooney, with his well-known love for the race 
track, soon won $3,000 at the dog track in West Virginia and went ahead 
on his own with the purchase of the NFL team. It should be noted that 
Rooney’s children deny this story.

“It is fun to think that we came close to being part of the Steelers’ 
family,” said Carney with a smile. “My dad and Mr. Rooney stayed friends 
their entire lives. In fact, my dad was in attendance at three of their 
Super Bowl wins.”

Carney remembers her father, later in life, telling her that he had only 
two more wishes before he died: to be inducted into the Pennsylvania 
Sports Hall of Fame; and to join his wife in celebrating the couple’s 50th 
wedding anniversary.

“At that point, my dad had been a co-founder of the HOF and had served 
two terms as state president,” she said. “He was hoping the state would 
induct him and I am grateful that he was granted both of his wishes.”

Melman was larger than life to his daughter.
“I guess it‘s pretty obvious that my dad was my hero,” she said. “I am 

looking forward to sharing my hero with Slippery Rock students and the 
future recipients of the Tut Melman ’32 Memorial Scholarship.” 
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TOP

The year is 2006 and Slippery Rock 
University football coaches George 
Mihalik and Shawn Lutz have just made a 
short trip down Route 79 to the home of a 
Seneca Valley High School offensive lineman 
to see if he might be worth taking a chance on. 

“We walked into the house and as soon as I 
saw him I was worried that he would never be 
able to get big enough to play in our league,” says 
Mihalik. “He had the height, but he couldn’t have 
been much more than 220 pounds soaking wet.”

After learning more about the player and 
seeing how eager he was to embrace the idea of 
getting a degree first, while playing football at a 
high level, Mihalik took a chance on that boy.

Fast-forward 10 years to a beautiful spring day in 2016. That 
same boy, now standing 6-foot-4 and tipping the scales at a 
chiseled 315 pounds, steps to the microphone at the Robert 
M. Smith Student Center with tears in his eyes, hardly able to 
comprehend the path his life has taken during that span. Brandon 
Fusco is at a loss for words when trying to thank the people that 
got him to that stage.

“I stand here a very proud and humble man,” he starts, but 
before he can get through the first line of his speech, he bows his 
head and wipes tears away from his eyes.

Fusco has just seen Slippery Rock University president Cheryl 
Norton, athletic director Paul Lueken and Mihalik pull the drape off 
his framed former jersey, No. 74. It’s the first time in a decade that 
he’s seen the old threads he wore and it marks the final time anyone 
will see it on the field at The Rock. His number, which has just been 
officially retired by the program, will never be worn again. It’s only 
the third number in school history to receive such an honor.

“This is such an incredible honor,” he continues. “There aren’t 

many people that can ever say they have 
had their college number retired. I am so 

grateful for my time at Slippery Rock and 
so thankful that this place and these people 

helped shape me into the person I am today. 
I came here as a boy and left as a man. I am so 

proud to be part of the green and white.”
Fusco addresses the crowd for nearly 20 

minutes, taking time to thank the people in the 
room that meant the most to him, beginning with 

his family and former coaches and ending with 
a large group of his former teammates. Mixed in 

with the thanks, Fusco elaborates on why he chose 
Slippery Rock.

“A lot of coaches came to talk to me when I was in high school, 
but none of them talked about academics first before football. 
Coach Mihalik was the only one that came to my house and told me 
how important it was going to be to get my degree. He made it clear 
that being a student was the first priority for Slippery Rock football 
players and that we would try to play championship football as 
well. That meant a lot to me and my family, to see how important 
academics was going to be.”

It becomes clear during Fusco’s speech that owning a safety 
manage ment degree from Slippery Rock is one of his proudest 
achievements, an incredible thing to say about a man that has 
started 50 games in the National Football League and has become 
one of the best in the world at his craft.

“I talk to a lot of guys in the NFL about school and not a lot of 
them have degrees,” says Fusco. “That was so important to me 
to get my degree because I knew if football didn’t work out long 
term, I would always have a degree to fall back on. I’m very proud 
of the fact that I graduated before I got my opportunity to play 
professional football.”

From The 
ROCK 

to the

40    The ROCK
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The fact of the matter for Fusco was that playing in the NFL was a 
long shot, at best, especially after his first year at Slippery Rock when 
he barely weighed as much or carried as much muscle as most NFL 
quarterbacks or safeties.

“If you asked me early in my career if I would have ever had a chance 
to play professional football, I would have said no,” says Fusco. “I 
learned what it meant to work hard and to grind while I was here. 
I learned that if I set my mind to it and I put in the relentless work 
everyday, I could set new goals. I started busting my butt my first year 
at SRU and never looked back.”

Slippery Rock has been reaping the benefits of that attitude for 10 
years now, but to fully understand how Fusco got to the stage on this 
night requires a deeper look back over the last decade.

Turning heads
The work ethic developed during his freshman year was tested right 

out of the gates as Fusco was red-shirted, meaning he got to practice 
and work out with the team every day, but he would never dress on 
game day and wouldn’t see any action on the field.

While frustration can get the best of many young students in that 
situation, Fusco used it as motivation in the weight room and on the 
practice field. By the start of the spring practice season he was already 
working his way into the starting rotation and by the time preseason 
camp came around in 2007, he was number one on the depth chart at 
center. From that moment on, he would never miss a game at The Rock, 
starting in 44 straight games.

Over the next four years, the 220-pound freshman with next to no 
chance at playing in the NFL would gain nearly 100 pounds. He would 
turn heads of pro scouts from multiple teams when he stepped on the 
scales at the NFL Combine and weighed in at 316 pounds.

Before he gets to the NFL Combine, Fusco wraps up a 
senior year in the fall of 2010 that ranks as the most 
decorated in Slippery Rock football history. 
First he earns first team All-PSAC honors 
for the third time and then he earns first 
team All-America honors from five 
different organizations, including 
the most respected in the country 
on the AP Little All-America 
team and the American Football 
Coaches Association team.

While consensus first team 
All-America status would put him 
in elite company with some of 
the best players in program 
history, Fusco isn’t done yet. He 
is named the Rimington Trophy 
winner as the best small school 
center in the country and tops 
that by being named the Gene 

Slippery Rock University officially retired 
the jersey number of former football 

standout and current NFL player  
Brandon Fusco in a ceremony April 22.

Upshaw Division II Lineman of the Year, an honor that most often goes 
to a defensive lineman with outstanding statistics and rarely goes to an 
offensive lineman.

In rare territory now and rapidly gaining traction from multiple 
NFL scouts that have come to Slippery Rock to see him play, Fusco 
continues to build steam and etches his name in The Rock’s record 
books even further when he becomes the first player in school history 
to be invited to play in the Under Armour Senior Bowl, regarded as the 
most elite of the All-Star Bowl games to which players can be invited. 
He spends a week in Mobile, Alabama snapping the ball to Christian 
Ponder and Ricky Stanzi and lining up next to nearly the entire offensive 
line from the University of Wisconsin. He is one of only two Division II 
players at the Senior Bowl out of 100 invitees and he is the only lineman 
in the trenches not representing a Division I school.

“That was a turning point for me,” says Fusco when reminded about 
the Senior Bowl during the jersey retirement. “I remember learning a 
lot that week and convincing myself that I could play with anyone. I was 
proud to walk around wearing my Slippery Rock gear all week. Guys 
were proud to wear their Ohio State and Alabama stuff, but I was just as 
proud to be representing The Rock. I think I showed a lot of people that 
it doesn’t matter where you come from. If you can play, you can play.”

He wasn’t wrong in his assessment. Many scouts spoke highly of 
Fusco after Senior Bowl week and that excitement brewed over into an 

When SRU retired former football 
standout Brandon Fusco’s jersey, his 
whole family attended the ceremony; 
including (from left) his sister, Brittany 
Fusco; twin brother, Josh Fusco;  
mother, Deborah Fusco and father, 
Stephen Fusco.

SRU freshman, 2006 Minnesota Vikings, 2016
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official invite to the NFL Combine, another first for a Slippery Rock player.
Fusco continued to do what he had done all year and impressed at 

the combine in a series of on-field drills and physical aptitude tests. He 
also impressed in off-field interviews, which serve as a crucial test of 
character and intellect for NFL teams during the combine. After a few 
days in front of more scouts, the work was done and the hardest part 
would begin. 

The waiting.

Waiting for the call
Stephen and Deborah, Brandon’s parents, are starting to believe in a 

dream that none of them expected to be a reality during their meeting 
with Slippery Rock coaches back in 2006. So are Brandon’s siblings, 
twin brother Josh and sister Brittany. The whole family is beaming with 
excitement as the NFL Draft nears.

The Fusco family decides that Slippery Rock is the place to be and 
organizes an all-day gathering at Ginger Hill Tavern. The whole family is 

there. Friends are there. Fans are there. Brandon’s grandparents have 
come in from Ohio to be there. Everyone is celebrating as the fourth 
round of the Draft begins. Almost everyone, that is.

In a corner of the restaurant, perched in front of the smallest 
television in the building is Brandon, alone, humble and quiet. With his 
cell phone in his hand he stares at the screen in solitude as he watches 
the fourth round go by. No phone calls. The same thing happens again in 
the fifth round and the wait is taking its toll, not just on him, but the roar 
inside the restaurant has become a little duller over the last two hours.

Still standing in the corner by himself watching that small screen, 
Brandon’s phone begins to vibrate. The number on the screen is 
recognizable by the Minnesota area code. Quietly, he manages to 
sneak out the patio door with no one noticing and he answers the call. 
His father sees this from the other side of the restaurant and rushes 
outside to the patio, where he sees Brandon with tears in his eyes.

“Yes sir,” says Brandon. “I’m absolutely ready to get to work. Yes sir, I 
would be honored.”

He hangs up the phone, yells “VIKINGS,” and hugs his dad, who is 
already in tears before he even finds out who was on the phone. The 
two share an embrace before rushing inside just in time to see the pick 
announced on ESPN. “The Minnesota Vikings have selected with their 
sixth round pick, Brandon Fusco, center, Slippery Rock University.” The 
place goes nuts. People are jumping up and down, screaming, clapping 
and chanting. The legacy is beginning to be set in stone now that he will 
be the most decorated player in program history.

It had been more than 30 years since a Slippery Rock player made an 
NFL 53-man roster. It took less than one season for Fusco to make sure 
that streak would end. He was named to the roster in his rookie season 
in 2011 and wasted little time learning the system. He improved so much 
after his first season with the team that he was named the starting right 
guard in 2012.

Making the mark
While many first-year starters in the NFL struggle, Fusco again broke 

the mold. He started every game of the 2012 season and graded out as 
one of the top 10 guards in the NFL. He also blocked for the second most 
prolific season by a running back in league history when Adrian Peterson 
became just the second player to ever rush for more than 2,000 yards in 
a single-season.

Since then, Fusco has started in 50 games and has helped pave the 
way for two of Adrian Peterson’s NFL rushing titles, including just last 
fall, when he rushed for 1,485 yards and helped the Vikings to the NFC 
North title. Fusco started every game of the 2015 season and has now 
helped lay the tracks for three of Peterson’s 1,000-yard seasons.

“Hard work pays off,” Fusco says now when looking back on it all. “The 
odds of me making it to this league and starting were pretty low. I think I’ve 
surpassed all the odds for a Division II player making it into this league.”

ROCK reflection
Cut back to the Smith Center ballroom on this night and while it is clear 

that this event means a lot to Slippery Rock University, it is even clearer 
that it means the world to Fusco and his family.

After cracking jokes with former teammates, he begins to near the 
closing sentiments of his speech. At the front table, Stephen and Deborah 
have been fighting back tears all night, still wearing their pride on their 
sleeves. Fusco’s siblings and grandparents, the “biggest Vikings fans in 
Ohio,” as he describes them, are all beaming. They look exactly like they 
did on that day back in 2011 when his name was announced on ESPN.

That’s the gift that Slippery Rock helped deliver to this family, one that 
clearly none of them will ever forget.

“Coming to Slippery Rock was the best decision I ever made,” says 
Fusco. “I still can’t believe this happened. I am so proud to be part of the 
Green and White. Thank you all so much.”

“Coming to Slippery Rock was the 
best decision I ever made. I still can’t 
believe this happened. I am so proud 

to be part of the Green and White. 

TOP LEFT: Brandon Fusco offers thanks during his jersey retirement ceremony. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Fusco greets former SRU football coach George Mihalik. Unlike other 
coaches who recruited Fusco out of high school, Fusco said Mihalik talked about 
academics before football.
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SLIPPERY ROCK UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS
• Adapted Physical Activity (on-campus) 
• Athletic Training (on-campus)
• Counseling and Development (on-campus)
• Criminal Justice (online)
• Data Analytics (online)
• Elementary Education (online)
• English (online)
• Health Informatics (online)
• History (online)
• School Nursing (online)
• MBA (blended)
• Music Therapy (blended)
• Parks and Recreation (online)
• Physical Therapy (on-campus)
• Physician Assistant (blended)
• Public Health (blended)
• Secondary Education (blended/online)
• Special Education (online)
• Teaching Online (online)
• TESOL (blended)

CONNECT WITH US
CALL: 1.877.SRU.GRAD (toll free) or 724.738.2051
EMAIL: graduate.admissions@sru.edu 
EXPLORE: www.SRU.edu/graduate

www.SRU.edu
A member of Pennsylvania‘s State System  

of Higher Education

BUILD THE FUTURE  
YOU DESERVE

Experience the Difference
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www.SRU.edu
A member of Pennsylvania's State System of Higher Education

Experience the Difference

104 Maltby Avenue, Suite 201
Slippery Rock, PA 16057

rockI am
the

SENATOBIA, MS
PERMIT #433

Paul McCartney, ’83, 
occupational health and 
safety management,  
owner of Rock Chiropractic  
in Round Rock, Texas.
DAY JOB: I chose Round Rock, Texas for the 
obvious reason, the word Rock was in the 
name! Since someone gave me the nickname 
of Rock years ago, it seemed like the best fit 
for me. After graduating from Chiropractic 
School in 1996, we made Round Rock home 
and opened Rock Chiropractic. We have 
proudly served the community for 20 years 
and look forward to continuing for years to 
come.  I have also been coaching high school 
rugby for the past seven years. 

BACKGROUND: I was born in Altoona to Virgil 
and Florence McCartney. I graduated from 
Altoona Area High School in 1979 and Slippery 
Rock University in 1983 with a degree in 
occupational health and safety management. 
I am married to Patti and have two children, 
Grant and Kylie.

INFLUENCE OF SRU: In high school, I competed 
in cross-country, wrestling and track. I 
chose SRU for track and field but converted 
to rugby. In fact I was a founding player 
for the Shamrocks. I learned a great deal 
about myself as a student at SRU and I am 
a proud graduate. This is why I have chosen 
to give back by funding the Paul McCartney 
Scholarship for rugby players at SRU.  


