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Dear Friends,

This month Slippery Rock University begins a yearlong celebration of our 125th 
year of serving the people of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Although much has 
changed since our founding as Slippery Rock State Normal School in 1889, one thing 
has remained constant; our success has been the result of the support and commitment 
of generations of students, faculty, staff, loyal friends and donors. You are one of those 
people. Thank you.

Although Henry and I are relatively new to the SRU family, it didn’t take us long 
to experience the difference that is SRU. People often laugh when I say the sun 
always shines in Slippery Rock, especially when it’s one of those infamous “wet and 
gray” days at The Rock. What they don’t realize is when I say “sunshine,” I’m often 
referring to the warmth the SRU family extend to one another and to those they 
meet. Smiling and saying hello is a tradition nurtured and passed along by each gen-
eration of students.

In this edition of the magazine, you’ll read about other traditions that woven 
together create the fabric of life at SRU. You’ll read about our founders and how their 
selfless dedication to the vision of bringing education to the common people formed a 
core value of our institution, and continues to do so today.

The University is fortunate to have four, former SRU presidents who are still living 
and very much still champions for SRU. We asked each of them to share what they 
were most proud of during their presidencies. I think you’ll find their reflections infor-
mative and interesting. I know I did.

Throughout the year there will be a multitude of programs to celebrate our 125 
years. Four dates I hope you’ll put on your calendar today are March 26, March 28, 
May 31 and Oct. 18. 

March 26 we will celebrate with a campus birthday party the day Slippery Rock 
Normal School opened. March 28 we’ll offer an “Evening of the Arts” presented by 
the College of Humanities, Fine and Performing Arts. May 31 we’ll travel “Through 
the Looking Glass,” at the bi-annual scholarship gala. And Oct. 18, we head up the 
road to Ann Arbor, Mich. to take on Mercyhurst in a football match-up to celebrate 
the 35th anniversary of our first appearance in the “Big House.” We hope to set 
a Division II attendance record at that game, so we need you in the stands. More 
details and ticket information for all events will be available in February at  
www.sru.edu/125celebration.

      Best wishes for a great 2014. 

      Cheryl Norton, president
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125years
1889

About the cover
Slippery Rock University is marking its 
125th anniversary with a yearlong
celebration. Old Main has been in 
place since the beginning.

Illustration by Aaron Moore,  
SRU Public Relations

To our readers

The ROCK

The ROCK is published three times annually by the 
Office of University Public Relations for alumni and 
friends of the University.

Send address changes to:

University Public Relations 
201 Old Main 
1 Morrow Way 
Slippery Rock, PA 16057
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executive editor: Rita Abent, executive director, 
University Public Relations.

editor: Gordon Ovenshine, senior writer, University 
Public Relations.

designers: Sandy Busch, publications manager; Aaron 
Moore, graphic designer; Megan Shrever, intern, Josh 
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Photographers: University Public Relations; Alumni 
Relations; SRU alumni. Thanks to Judy Silva, Kevin 
McLatchy and Michael Ponzurick of University Archives 
for their efforts in providing historical photos. SPECIAL 
THANKS to Robert Watson for allowing the generous 
use of the content and images from “Slippery Rock 
University: The Legend behind the Name”.

The ROCK is an Educational Advertising, Collegiate 
Advertising and CUPRAP (Cuppie) award winner.

Slippery Rock University is a member  
of the Pennsylvania State System  

of higher education

This edition of The ROCK helps launch Slippery 
Rock University’s yearlong 125th anniversary 
celebration. Robert Watson, a 1970 Slippery Rock 
University gradate, shares the story of the institu-
tion through the lens of his history book, “Slippery 
Rock University The Legend Behind the Name.” 
Watson, interim vice president for student affairs, 
comes from a long line of SRU graduates, including 
his father.

Watson has been an invaluable resource 
throughout the production of the magazine and we 
are indebted to him for his willingness to share his 
personal recollections and material from his book. 
If you don’t already have a copy, I’d recommend you 
order one. It is available on amazon.com. 

You will also read about the important contribu-
tions from the volunteer Council of Trustees. Their 
leadership, since the beginning, has been vital in 
the success of the University.

Each edition of The ROCK this year will have a 
special anniversary focus. Help us tell the story 
about why SRU is such a special place by answer-
ing the following:  “What I love about Slippery Rock 
University.” Please email me your contribution by 
March 1, 2014. Thank you.

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
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More than 90 percent of first and senior-year Slippery Rock University stu-
dents are pleased with their opportunities for campus involvement and overall 
SRU experience, according to the results of the bi-
annual National Survey of Student Engagement. 

More than 500 full-time, first-year students 
participated in the survey, along with 550 seniors, 
90 percent of them fulltime students.

The NSSE survey obtains information from 600 
colleges and universities nationwide about student participation in programs 
and activities that institutions provide for their learning and personal develop-

ment. The results provide an estimate of how undergraduates 
spend their time and what they gain from attending college.

“NSSE provides students with an opportunity to provide 
feedback about their undergraduate educational experi-

ences both inside and outside of the classroom,” said 
Carrie Birckbichler, associate provost for institutional 
research and reporting. “Our students consistently 
report higher levels of participation and satisfaction 
with their SRU experience with 92 percent of first-
year and seniors reporting a good to excellent educa-

tional experience.”

dance program earns national ranking 
SRU’s dance program has been ranked in the top 45 dance programs 

in the country and among the top 250 college programs in the U.S. for 
creative students by “Creative Colleges: A Guide for Student Actors, 
Artists, Dancers, Musicians and Writers.” 

Author Elaina Loveland reviewed hundreds of programs before 
selecting 250 art, theatre, dance, music and creative writing programs 
in arts conservatories and liberal arts colleges and universities to rec-
ommend to potential students. The book gives college-bound students 
information to pick the right school. 

“It is a great honor for Slippery Rock University and the department of 
dance,” said Ursula Payne, professor of dance and department chair. “It is a 
testament to how well we continue to fulfill the mission of our program. Our 
students are committed and talented creative thinkers, and the University has 
assembled a renowned faculty and staff of experts in the field,” she said.

Nearly 500 graduate
SRU conferred degrees on 480 gradu-

ates in December, enabling them to 
join the exclusive club of proud alumni. 

Cheryl Norton, 
SRU president, 
Robert Taylor, 
’78, chair of 
the University 
Council of 
Trustees, and 
Don Huddart, 
’87, treasurer of 
the alumni asso-
ciation, offered 
remarks.

MBA program launches 
SRU’s new masters in business 

administration launched in December 
with 25 students enrolled. 

“These students are starting a  
program that can lead to their MBA 
by next December,” said Larry 
McCarthy, assistant professor of pro-
fessional studies and interdisciplinary 
programs, and coordinator of the 
MBA program.

For  more information about the 
program visit: www.sru.edu/academ-
ics/colleges/cbiss/business/mba/pages/
index.aspx

Students embrace  
winter session 

Who says students hate winter? 
Many clearly appreciate SRU’s win-
ter session.

“We have seen 
enrollment skyrocket 
in the three years 
we have offered the 
winter session pro-
gram. This year, we 
offered more than 
100 online courses 
and internships in 
a variety of disci-
plines,” said Eliott 
Baker, executive 
director of aca-
demic records and 
summer school. His office handles 
winter session planning  
and registration. 

“We call the program ‘Get Ahead - 
Stay Ahead,’” he said.

Students give SRU ‘thumbs up’ 

Participants celebrate 
Native culture
Students, faculty, staff and 
community residents expe-
rienced Native-American 
dance, art and storytell-
ing during SRU’s Native 
American Celebration Day 
in the Smith Student Center. 
Local schoolchildren sat for 
story time and participated  
in a circle dance.
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Students, faculty, staff wear fleece
Friday’s have taken on a new look at The ROCK with more students, faculty and staff 

wearing their fleece for a good cause. 
Thermostats in all University buildings, except the residence halls, are now turned 

down from 67 to 64 degrees on Fridays to reduce operating costs an estimated $10,000 
a year, conserve energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. To accommodate the 
lower temperature, the campus community is encouraged to “flaunt their fleece each 
Friday” to keep warm. 

“We are educating people in the hope that they will start to turn the heat down at 
home too,” said Julie Snow, SRU professor of geography, geology and the environment 
and chair of the University’s Energy Conservation Commission.

SRU’s Jackson named  
Minority Achiever

Dallas Jackson, assis-
tant professor of physical 
and health education at 
Slippery Rock University, 
was recognized with a 
Minority Achiever Award 
at the 39th Annual Salute 
to Minority Achievers 
Reception sponsored by 
Minority Opinion/Talk 
Magazine. “Our goal in 
sponsoring these awards is to give recogni-
tion and show appreciation to minorities 
who have made outstanding contribu-
tions in their professions. By saluting these 
people, it is our hope that their accomplish-
ments may serve to inspire others. We also 
use this opportunity to commend their 
employers for their commitment to diver-
sity, inclusion and the upward mobility of 
minority employees,” said Luther Sowell Jr., 
publisher of the magazine. 

Jackson joined SRU in 2010. He began 
his professional career in 2004 as an 
adapted physical education specialist for the 
Lake Dallas Independent School District, 
Texas. From 2004-2009 he served as an 
adapted physical educator for the Denton 
Independent School District, Texas.

SRU hosts inaugural PASShe STeM research conference
More than 30 SRU students and 60 other PASSHE undergraduates pre-

sented their student-faculty research during the inaugural Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education conference for Undergraduate Research in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). 

Megan Graubard and Caleb Sykora-Bodie, SRU geology majors from 
Mechanicsburg and Harrisville, won first place in the papers category. 

SRU will host the second annual conference Nov. 21-22, 2014.
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When Robert Watson enrolled as a student at Slippery 
Rock State College, long before he became an admin-
istrator, he admits he didn’t enjoy history. Boy has that 

changed. In the ensuing years he grew to love it and smiles when 
the “first historical question about Slippery Rock” comes up  – how 
did the institution acquire its name? 

Legends abound about Indians or American soldiers losing their 
footing on “slippery rocks,” but Watson knows another story: 
Slippery Rock could have ended up with an even funnier name.

“Way back when we were Centerville, before the name of the 
community was actually changed to Slippery Rock, Centerville 
and Ginger Hill were names that were bandied about for an insti-
tution,” said Watson, a 1970 graduate. “And then there was this 
old Gerlach farmer. He suggested Muttonville because he was a 
large sheep farmer. Can you imagine a Muttonville U?” 

This year, Watson’s 36th as an employee, coincides with the 
University’s 125th anniversary as an institution. A yearlong cel-
ebration will include many programs and opportunities for stu-
dents, faculty and alumni involvement. Watson’s been busy train-
ing several students as “expert historians” to share the University’s 
colorful story during campus tours.

“The more people who know the story of Slippery Rock the 
better   – and it is one worth telling, one worth hearing,” Watson 
said. “I’m sure every institution tells its history. They should. But 
frankly, there is only one Slippery Rock University, and there is 
only one story. We live it – you, I and others.”

celebrates125years
      www.SRU.edu      7 
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Watson originally “told the story” of the transformation of the University from a 
somewhat closed, isolated ‘normal school’ into the comprehensive University it has 
become in “Slippery Rock University: The Legend Behind the Name.” Published in 
1982, he updated the work in 2012.

“I got to the point of developing a passion for the story of our history; it became a 
mission,” Watson said. “It had to be told.” 

Early beginnings
“The names J.T. Bingham, John Reed and D. W. Bard probably don’t roll off the lips 

of most people when they think about SRU,” Watson said. “But without those three, the 
University might not exist.”

Bingham, Reed and Bard were the first group to pull together a plan for funding an acad-
emy. When it met a “less than enthusiastic” response, they proposed 
a new plan for a normal school. That plan met with much greater 
enthusiasm and in 1888 a committee of 10 men was “charged 
with the responsibility of raising at least $15,000” to fund the pro-
posal. Out of that grew the Slippery Rock State Normal School 
Association – a group of community stockholders, each of whom 
had pledged to support the project, and construction commenced. 

A key date in the history of the University, Watson said, is 
Feb. 1, 1889. “On that day a small group of townspeople and 
educators gathered on a 10-acre property for the charter inspec-
tion of an institution to be named Slippery Rock State Normal 
School,” he said. “A wooden Chapel and the barn-like dormito-
ries of North Hall and South Hall surrounded the group of heavy-coated advocates who 

conceived the institution on the premise of provid-
ing affordable education to common people.”

“As that Friday dawned, the buildings stood mag-
nificently amidst a flawless white background of fresh-
fallen snow, as if Mother Nature had been awaiting 
that day,” Watson said.

The institution passed the inspection and the gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania approved the normal school. 
Announcements went out inviting students to apply 
for admission. By the time the first semester began 
March 26, 1889, 168 students were enrolled.

Students paid $32.50 per term, including room 
and board, with steam heat and natural gas lights. 
Classes – in Old Main – included psychology, 

geometry, physics, Caesar, general history and methods. Activities included lawn ten-
nis, croquet, baseball and weekly socials from 7:30-9:30 p.m., with no men allowed in 
women’s rooms. 

A key date in the history 
of the University  is Feb. 1, 

1889. “On that day a small 
group of townspeople and  

educators gathered on a 
10-acre property for the  

charter inspection of an insti-
tution to be named Slippery 
Rock State Normal School.”

history of SRSNS / SRSTC / SRSC / SRU

1888:  The Slippery Rock State Normal School 
Association is formalized, purchases 
property for the site of a normal school 
and begins construction of the Chapel, 
North Hall and South Hall.

1889:  Slippery Rock State 
Normal School opens its 
doors March 26, 1889. 

1989:  James Morrow 
becomes the first 
principal; serving 
from 1889-90.

1890:  Albert Maltby 
becomes the second 
principal, serving 
from 1890-1916.

1896:  Fire destroys 
the Chapel.

1912:  First  
Saxigena 
yearbook.
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Dr. Herb. Reinhard
SRU President 1979-1984

“When you think about it, in a remarkably short period of time, the citizens of 
Slippery Rock had created for the young people of the region a normal school,” 
Watson said. “By their own efforts, they had acquired the land, erected buildings, 
appointed an administrator and approved a faculty. The foundation was well laid, 
upon which the future development of the school would proceed.” 

By 1893, the school had more than 600 students. By 1910, the normal school 
directors adopted a four-year curriculum, building on the original two-year model. 

Not many young people went to college in those days, Watson said, but those who 
did went in style. Women donned ankle-length dresses and wore “class uniforms” of 
white middies with a blue collar and red ties. Men scurried forth in dark serge suits, 
white or green sweaters and occasionally spats. 

Enrollment began to inch higher. Clubs emerged. The 
first Saxigena yearbook was published in 1912, and the nor-
mal school’s influence mounted. Many children, even dur-
ing the one-room schoolhouse era, benefited from what one 
administrator referred to as Slippery Rock’s “great influence 
for good.’”

“By 1916, the majority of teachers in Butler County were 
either graduates of the normal school or had taken courses 
there,” Watson said.

By the mid-1920s, enrollment increased to 533 students 
and the cost of attending reached $150 per semester. The 
“roaring 20s” rubbed off. Building growth began.

“By 1916, the 
majority of 
teachers in 
Butler County 
were either 
graduates of the 
normal school 
or had taken 
courses there.”

1917:  J. Linwood Eisenberg 
becomes principal of 
SRSNS, serving from 
1917-34.

1931:  Enrollment climbs 
to more than 1,000 
students.

1935:  Charles Miller 
becomes 
president; 
serving from 
1935-1940.

1916:  The Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania 
purchases SRSNS.

1934:  The student newspaper, The Rocket, 
begins publication

1927:  SRSNS becomes 
the State Teachers 
College at Slippery 
Rock. The title 
“principal” changes 
to “president.”

During the five years I 
served as president, 1979 thru 
1984, there are two things 
that occurred that I am most 
proud of, (1) gaining university 
status from Slippery Rock State 
College to Slippery Rock University 
of Pennsylvania and (2) stabilizing the institution 
and its Board of Trustees. 

The change to university status was a system-
wide effort involving all of the state colleges but 
as chair of the committee on governance for 
the American Association of State Colleges and 
Universities I was significantly involved in that 
statewide effort. 

Concerning the stabilization of the institution 
and its Board of Trustees, the board was deeply 
involved in politics when I was appointed presi-
dent and that focus by the board had a very neg-
ative effect on the total institution. The board, 
in fact, recommended only one candidate of the 
four finalists in the search and that candidate 
was in-house and a long time political friend of 
several board members. The faculty and students 
were incensed when one recommendation went 
to Governor Dick Thornburgh and Secretary of 
Education Bob Scanlon. They were so angered 
by the recommendation they took the search out 
of the hands of the board and after inviting all 
of the finalists for interviews in Harrisburg the 
Governor appointed me effective July 1, 1979. 
In essence, I was not the choice of the Board  
of Trustees. 

Soon thereafter, the board began to focus on 
their expected role as trustees and became a very 
effective board and to this day, one of the still liv-
ing board members and I stay in touch and enjoy 
our long-standing friendship. Much of the credit 
to the turn-around of the Board of Trustees must 
go to Jack Arthurs who became a very dedicated 
and successful chairman of the Board of Trustees.

– Herb. Reinhard
President Emeritus
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I believe the most significant 
event for SRU during my 
presidency was a change in the 
way we did business that dra-

matically affected our work.
When I became president, the 

State System of Higher Education 
was one year old and the 14 State Colleges had 
just become universities. This new structure meant 
more control of the budget, and we accomplished 
much that was not possible before. For instance:

•  We built financial infrastructure during the 
Centennial Celebration, shifting fundraising to 
focus on both scholarships and capital support.

•  We used funds designated for “repairs” to 
“remodel” the old student union into an Art 
Building.

•  We built the first student apartments, designed 
to be self-supporting.

•  We followed the students’ lead, supporting 
the SGA’s heavy involvement in developing, 
funding and later constructing the Student 
Recreation Center.

•  We launched new academic programs in 
Sustainable Systems, Public Administration, 
Accounting, Physical Therapy and Dance. 

•  We created the College of Information Science 
and Business Administration.

•  We created a doctorate in Physical Therapy, 
based on the successful masters in Physical 
Therapy.

•  We significantly grew the International Studies 
program, with nearly 100 countries represented 
on campus. SRU was ranked 5th nationally 
when 300 SRU students studied abroad.

I am proud of these accomplishments, which 
are not mine alone, but represent dedicated fac-
ulty, students, alums, support staff and administra-
tors committed to being part of a caring university, 
offering opportunity and encouraging all to strive 
for personal excellence. 

– Robert Aebersold
President Emeritus

Dr. Robert Aebersold
SRU President 1984-1997

Growing pains
“In order to keep pace with the expanding academic programs and enrollments, 

Slippery Rock had to enlarge its campus and its physical facilities,” Watson said. 
“Land purchases in 1923, 1925 and 1929 brought the total acreage of the campus to 
150 acres.”

In 1929, the year of the stock market crash, Slippery Rock launched a major 
building program, opening the “Elementary Laboratory School” which later 
became McKay Education Building. A year later, the $100,000 East Gymnasium 
was under way.

The Great Depression of the 1930s hit the institution hard. By 1936, President 
Charles Miller described the buildings as “particularly inadequate.” The University 
council of trustees sent a letter to Harrisburg advising state officials of the seriousness 
of situation.

“Trustees learned that one wing of North Hall, being of frame construction, was a 
fire hazard,” Watson said. “This unsafe section of North Hall was housing 60 women. 
The library was still located on the third floor of Old Main. This was also described 
as a hazard.”

The trustees were right to worry about fire. In 1937, one of the legendary events in 
Slippery Rock history occurred when North Hall burst into flames at 5 a.m. While no 
students were hurt, fire reduced the brick-encased, wood-frame building to rubble.

“Damage estimates were placed at $350,000 to North Hall and $150,000 to per-
sonal belongings,” Watson said. “President Miller, who was away in Pittsburgh at 
the time of the fire, lost most of his belongings when his North Hall apartment was 
totally destroyed.” 

1937:  Football team plays 
Boston University in 
Fenway Park, Boston. 
The game is credited 
with starting Slippery 
Rock’s national 
notoriety.

1939:  A Golden Anniversary 
Pageant, celebrating 
the college’s first 50 
years, is presented 
May 26.

1940:  Dale McMasters is 
named president; serves 
for 15 months between 
1940-1941.

1941:  John Entz becomes 
acting president 
then president, 
serving from 
1941-1946 through 
World War II.

1946:  Dale Houk becomes 
president; serving 
from 1946-1956.

1954:  Margie Byrd 
Walker is 
the first 
African-
American to 
graduate10      The ROCK      Winter 2014
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Despite conjecture, no definite cause was established. Theories persist to this day.
But like the aftermath of tragedies, some good resulted.
“The fire was the tipping point for the largest construction project to that point,” 

Watson said. “It allowed Slippery Rock to build a new North Hall, Maltby Library, the 
President’s Residence, Strain Behavioral Science Building and the secondary education 
wing of McKay Education Building.” 

1937 proved significant from a sports and prominence perspective. Oct. 9, the foot-
ball team played Boston University in Fenway 
Park. Boston sportswriter William Gary 
Cunningham wrote about the game and was 
photographed at Fenway in a white and green 
cardigan with an S.

Legendary Rock head coach N. Kerr 
Thompson and assistant coach A.P. Vincent 
devised the game plan. Boston University pre-
vailed 20-0, but Slippery Rock won the hearts 
of the public. 

“This game started Slippery Rock’s national 
notoriety,” Watson said. 

By the 1940s, the upper, historical section of 
campus was complete. The lower end, site of 
the current Quad, Bailey Library and the resi-
dence halls, remained farmland or open areas. 

“The fire was the tipping 
point for the largest construc-

tion project to that point. 
It allowed Slippery Rock to 

build a new North Hall, 
Maltby Library, the President’s 

Residence, Strain Behavioral 
Science Building and the 

secondary education wing of 
McKay Education Building.”

1956:  Norman Weisenfluh 
becomes acting 
president then 
president; serves 
from 1956-1964.

1958:  Miller Auditorium is built. 
The building honors Emma 
Guffey Miller, a former 
trustee. Her “friendly” ghost 
is said to haunt the building.

1960:  Slippery Rock State 
Teachers College 
becomes Slippery 
Rock State College. 

1962:  Student radio 
debuts at the 
college.

1964:  John Edwards serves 
as acting president.

1965:  Robert Carter 
becomes 
president, 
serving from 
1965-1968.

      www.SRU.edu      11 
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The World War II years were an era of declining enrollment as young men joined the 
military.

Tragedy also intervened. In 1941, the Butler Eagle headlined “College Head Found 
Dead in His Home.” According to the newspaper account, President Dale McMaster 
had breakfast with his wife on the morning of Nov. 4, 1941, after which he retired to his 
study and shot himself.

Because of the war effort, enrollment plummeted. By the fall of 1944, Slippery Rock 
enrolled 185 women and two men. Students trumpeted patriotism. An advertisement 
in The Rocket newspaper urged students to “stamp out Hitler” by buying 10 cent 
stamps.

After the war in the pacific ended in August 1945, many young veterans enrolled using 
the G.I. Bill. 

“The future of Slippery Rock and the nation brightened considerably,” Watson said. 
“Male enrollment jumped from 187 students to 284.” 

A new transition
By the mid 1950s, Slippery Rock once again found its buildings inadequate. President 

Norman Weisenfluh petitioned the state for money. The state responded by allocat-
ing $1.2 million for a new men’s residence hall and $600,000 for what became Miller 
Auditorium.

In addition to those two, the administration recommended 
that eight new buildings be constructed, including a “field 

house,” a new classroom 
building, dining hall 
and women’s residence 
hall. The “Hut,” on the 
site of the current Art 
Building, became the 
social hub for student 
dances and pool. 

Slippery Rock, like 
the rest of the nation, 
experienced dramatic 
changes during the 
1960s. The Cold 
War was at its peak, 
prompting the U.S. Office of Civil Defense to 
allocate $40,000 in 1961 for the construction 
of a fallout shelter beneath Strain Behavioral 
Science Building.

By 1964, when 
Beatlemania erupted, 
Vincent Science Hall, 

Spotts World Cultures 
Building and Bard 

Hall were under con-
struction. Harner Hall 

opened in 1965, and 
enrollment spiked to 

3,575 by 1967-68.

1966:  More than 500 hundred students protest 
outside the president’s residence advo-
cating for the elimination of the dress 
code, the introduction of a class cut sys-
tem and to allow women over the age of 
21 to live off-campus.

1968:  Albert Watrel 
becomes 
president, serving 
from 1968-1976.

1972:  N. Kerr Thompson sta-
dium is constructed and 
dedicated to long-time 
coach and faculty mem-
ber N. Kerr Thompson.

1972:  Army ROTC 
program 
is started 
with five 
men and 
five women

1975:  Enrollment passes 
the 5,000 mark.

1977:  Lawrence Park is 
appointed interim 
president, serves 
for two years from 
1977-1979.

®

5,000
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Legendary Slippery Rock 
University is known around 
the world. Yet, its fine faculty, 
committed to student success, 
wasn’t the only reason. Shortly 
after joining the University in 
1997, I inaugurated “Future Watch” 
a strategic planning process involving more than 
350 University and community leaders to define the 
University’s core values, driving forces, compara-
tive advantages, key measures of success and future 
scenario options. This was followed by a structured 
visioning process, which created the University’s 
first vision statement and ten associated goals.

“Slippery Rock University will excel as a caring com-
munity of lifelong learners connecting with the world.”

The University underwent significant and sys-
temic transformation in response to these endeavors: 
the decade-long enrollment decline was reversed by 
aggressive award-winning marketing and emphasis 
on enrollment management; a comprehensive facili-
ties master plan was adopted with five and ten year 
plans; a five-year capital campaign raised more than 
$33 million for campus and student support; a new 
budget development process and curriculum-based-
assessment of student learning were initiated in all 
programs; more than 300 new trees were planted 
and an environmental zoning committee was 
appointment to oversee campus plantings and beau-
tification. In addition, SRU established an office to 
support faculty efforts to secure external funding 
through grants and contracts; established the First 
Year Studies Program to facilitate the transition 
from high school to university experience; acquired 
the gift of land to develop an innovative educational 
consortium, the Regional Learning Alliance, in 
Cranberry Woods; acquired a state historic site, the 
Old Stone House; expanded the alumni magazine 
to showcase faculty and student accomplishments 
to alumni; and emphasized town-gown relations, 
particularly supporting the economic revitalization 
and development of the borough. 

– Warren Smith 

Dr. Warren Smith
SRU President 1997-2002

Steady growth 
continued. By 
1964, when 
Beatlemania 
erupted, Vincent 
Science Hall, 
Spotts World 
Cultures Hall and 
Bard Hall were under construction. Harner Hall opened in 1965, and enrollment 
spiked to 3,575 by 1967-68.

The late 1960s and 1970s were times of upheaval in the nation, and it was no dif-
ferent on campus. Students grew their hair, staged “sit ins” in front of The Hut, and 
protested the 1968 assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert Kennedy.

Still, Slippery Rock, unlike many intuitions, especially in the South, embraced 
inclusion. Minorities attended and graduated from Slippery Rock long before 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 illegalized discrimination in housing and public 
establishments. 

During the social unrest of the late 1960s, Slippery Rock introduced an Equal 
Education Opportunity Program that provided 
broader educational opportunities for minority 
students, especially blacks. With the arrival of 
32 students, 30 of them black, the program got 
underway in 1969. 

“There was a heightened interest in providing 
broader opportunities in higher education for 
minority students, especially black Americans,” 
Watson said. “The new program showed Slippery  
Rock’s leadership in targeting students who were 
highly motivated to achieve a college degree  

During the social unrest 
of the late 1960s, Slippery 
Rock introduced an Equal 
Education Opportunity 
Program that provided 
broader educational oppor-
tunities for minority  
students, especially blacks.

1979:  Herb. Reinhard is 
named president, 
serving from 
1979-1984.

1982:  Act 188, which 
established a state 
system of higher 
education was 
signed into law.

1982:  Fred McFeely 
Rogers (TV’s “Mr. 
Rogers”) receives the 
University’s first  
honorary doctorate.

1983:  Slippery Rock State 
College becomes 
Slippery Rock 
University.

1984:  Robert Aebersold 
becomes presi-
dent; he serves 
from 1984-1997.

 

1985:  Bailey Library acquires its 
500,000 volume and celebrates 
the event by applying the num-
ber to a volume entitled The 
American citizen by former 
SRSNS principal Albert Maltby.

      www.SRU.edu      13 
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In 2003, the University 
faced multiple challenges 
capped by an abrupt and 
disconcerting change 

in leadership. The next 
ten years saw a remarkable 

transformation of the University 
characterized by enrollment and graduation 
increases as well as significant assent in the 
national rankings both academically and as a 
“Best Place to Work” and “Best Value” public 
university, culminating in an extraordinary 
affirmation of our success with the Middle 
States Commission on Higher Education 
accreditation award of approval for all 
required standards plus nine commendations 
for achievements across every phase of the 
University’s operations. 

The decade was also a time of unprec-
edented physical change with modernization 
of every academic facility plus the addition of 
1.5 million new square feet of instructional 
and student service space. What the campus 
community was most proud of, and made 
all this possible, was the change to a culture 
of cooperation and collaboration among 
faculty, staff, administration, students and 
new partners. Our ability to establish part-
nerships with public and private companies 
such as AVI, the Regional Learning Alliance, 
Heartland Payment Systems, Metis Secure 
Systems and many others allowed us to 
expand opportunities for our students beyond 
our own capacity and put us at the forefront 
of technology and service delivery.

This was an era of willingness to be inno-
vative and progressive, especially in times of 
stress. There was a belief that we owned our 
destiny and nothing we aspired to achieve was 
impossible by working together.

– Robert Smith
President Emeritus

Dr. Robert Smith
SRU President 2004-2012

The years between 
1982 and 2011 were 

full of modification, as 
enrollment, technol-

ogy and construction 
ensued. Slippery Rock 

became a university  
in 1983. 

1989:  The University 
celebrates 
its 100th 
anniversary.

1993:  “Invest in 
Opportunity,” 
the University’s 
first capital 
campaign, 
kicks off.

1997:  G. Warren Smith 
becomes president; 
serves from 1997  
to 2002.

$2,000,000
1992:  Total assets of the Foundation 

surpass the $2 million mark for 
the first time.

1995:  The Doctor of Physical 
Therapy program begins.

1998:  The first Doctor 
of Physical 
Therapy 
degrees are 
awarded.

but because of cultural deprivation did not necessarily 
achieve good high school grades or college-board scores.” 

SRU continues to offer many programs for minority 
students, including scholarships, Opportunity Knocks 
and early-orientation programs. 

The years between 1982 and 2011 were full of modi-
fication, as enrollment, technology and construction 
ensued. Slippery Rock became a university in 1983. 

Its national notoriety grew when the football team 
played a game at Michigan Stadium and the march-
ing band was selected to perform in the 1988 Macy’s 
Thanksgiving parade. 

Internationalism developed and prospered during the 
1990s. SRU launched a program with the Hungarian 
University of Physical Education and sent 15 students 
to Russia for language and cultural studies. Globalism 
has exploded since, sending students all over the world, 
including nine to Gabon, Africa in 2013.

A major student-focused initiative took place Dec. 11, 1997. The University broke 
ground for the Robert N. Aebersold Student Recreation Center. In 1998, SRU 
launched the First Year Students Program (FYRST) to “facilitate the student transi-
tion from high school or work to the University,” Watson said.

In 1998, the Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education opened the Keystone Library Network, a virtual 
library enabling students to read electronic texts of more than 

3,000 journals online.
Also that year, President G. 

Warren Smith reported for the 
first time to the University 
community via television. 
SRU’s vision statement was 
established that year as well: 
“Slippery Rock University 
will excel as a caring com-

munity of lifelong 
learners connecting with the world.” 

In the 1990s and 2000s, the ROCK 
Apartments were completed, followed 
by a $200-million student-housing 
project. The Physical Therapy 
Building, Advanced Technology and 
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Science Hall, the Regional Learning Alliance Building and the Myford  
Sculpture Building opened. 

Charitable giving to Slippery Rock set a new record of $3.6 million in 2003-2004, 
surpassing the previous $2.9 million record.

“Students returning to Slippery Rock University in fall 2004 realized a number of 
campus improvements,” Watson said. “Millions of dollars had been spent on construc-
tion and renovation projects during the summer, 
including a new pedestrian corridor from North 
Hall to the Field House,” Watson said.

Watson, from his Old Main office, said he is 
proud of the accomplishments of his alma mater. 

“Through the years of change and growth 
emerged a University with so much more than 
an unusual name,” Watson said. “Now, dozens of 
modern buildings with superb conveniences and 
outstanding technological infrastructure are situated on more than 660 acres of pictur-
esque landscape. Perhaps the most important achievement of Slippery Rock University 
is the ability of its outstanding faculty and staff to deliver unparalleled opportunities 
to its students, every day.” 

Personal connections
Watson’s own history is intertwined with the institution. Five generations of Watson’s, 

including his great-grandfather, grandfather, father, wife and daughter, graduated from or 
held leadership positions at SRU. 

Watson said his enrollment was never in doubt.
“I have a photograph when I was eight or nine years old,” he said. “My mother 

worked at the bookstore. My father was a rural mail carrier. I am wearing a sweatshirt 
that says, Slippery Rock 19?? There was never a question in my parents’ minds that I 

would go to that college. This was 65 
years after the founding of the institu-
tion, and it was founded for the same 
reason my parents had for me – towns-
people founded this institution because 
they wanted higher education for their 
sons and daughters.” 

Watson’s passion for his alma mater has 
never waned. A visitor to his office might 
mistake the room for a regalia display.  
On the walls is a Centerville Savings Bank 
receipt from 1874, grandfather Grover 
Watson’s 1913 diploma, old athletic certifi-
cates, handwritten letters, fraternity pictures 

“Through the years 
of change and growth 
emerged a University 

with so much more than 
an unusual name”

2005:  Storm Harbor 
Equestrian 
Center  
opens.

2000:  Rock Pride 
campaign 
begins. The 
mascot Rocky, 
“Pride of 
the Rock,” is 
introduced.

2001:  Choir invited 
to sing at the 
White House.

2002:  Jack Critchfield 
Park becomes 
baseball team’s 
home facility.

2003:  The Alumni 
Memorial is 
dedicated

2004:  Robert Smith 
becomes president; 
serves from  
2004-12.
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and an SRU wall rug. Glance at the shelves behind his desk, to the right of 
a picture of Theodore Roosevelt, and one sees two cutouts of Old Main, a 
Watson family photo in a Slippery Rock frame and a sign that says “The 
Slippery Rock Way” hanging dead center. 

His interest in the history was “a personal mission, a lot of it based on oral 
history,” Watson said. “I set about to sort out what really did happen, who 
were the players and how did the unfolding of this institution really happen.” 

Watson’s first chronicle of Slippery Rock published in 1982 was devel-
oped from his doctoral dissertation at the University of Pittsburgh. Watson 
said his adviser suggested he expand his thesis into a book. Initially dis-
missing the idea as “a little over the top,” Watson said he came to under-
stand that Slippery Rock had an important story to share, bolstered by oral 
histories within the family.

“That’s when the bells rang, the lights went on, the whistles sounded,” 
he said. “It was during that founding paper that I learned my great-
granddad was one of the original stock holders and developers of this 
institution. He was a member of the council of trustees. He was chairman 
for the building program at West Gym. He carved the lions that flank the 
entrance of West Gym. He was the stone mason.”

The 2012 revision of the book, at 450 pages, is long enough to pass 
breezily through every chapter of Slippery Rock’s history, while leaving 
room for hundreds of delicious archival photographs and handwritten 
documents. 

“It took me, frankly, about six years,” he said of the new edition. “I wasn’t 
working 40 hours a week on the project. Some days I might be working 10 
hours. Other weeks, as the 
spirit moved me, I might 
have worked five hours. My 
desire is to have more people 
understand the history so 
that more people can tell it,” 
he said. “I want everyone 
that touches SRU to know its 
roots, its traditions, it values 
and frankly, I’m not going to be here forever. That fact was one more reason 
why this book needed to be written.” 

While the campus and appearance of students has changed over the 
years, its name appeal remains universal. 

“Yes, it’s the name. Yes, to a lot of people it’s funny,” Watson said. “But 
as people get to know us, the culture, our traditions, our sense of values, 
how we value students, how students are taught, how students learn, they 
see much more. It is the engagement of students’ relationships with people, 
whether it be a physics professor, your physical education professor, your 

2006:  The six-building residential 
suites student-housing com-
plex, valued at $120 million, 
opens. University further 
connects residence life to 
academics.

2007:  SRU wins PSAC Dixon 
Trophy as the confer-
ence’s top all-around 
athletic program.

2008:  Wilma Cavil, safety 
management, is 
recognized for 
50-years of service 
to the University.

2009:  President Smith signs the 
American College and 
University Presidents’ 
Climate Commitment.

2009:  Men live in 
North Hall for 
the first time.

“Yes, it’s the name. Yes, to a lot of 
people it’s funny. But as people get to 
know us, the culture, our traditions, 
our sense of values, how we value stu-
dents, how students are taught, how 
students learn, they see much more.”

16      

2008:  Russell Wright 
Alumni House 
and Conference 
Center expands.
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academic adviser or whether it is someone who served you French fries in the 
dining hall or whether it’s that person who mows the grass or clears the walk 
in winter. People come to see that this is indeed a special place.” 

Despite a hallowed past and rightful celebration of the 125-year milestone, 
Watson said he sees even better days ahead.

“As interesting as our history is, our future is even brighter and more capti-
vating,” he said. “Where we go will depend on our faculty, staff, our managers, 

students and alumni but clearly the world is 
indeed Slippery Rock University’s oyster.”

From its humble beginnings, the 
University has emerged as a major influ-
ence in the region. “Not only do we provide 
educational, social and cultural opportuni-
ties for the region,” Watson said, “But a 
2010, independent study demonstrated that 
SRU and alumni contribute $334 million 
each year into the regional economy – the 
equivalent of 9,020 jobs.” 

Not bad for a university that started with 
less than 200 students.

As for his take on “in the beginning,” Watson said he believes there is some 
truth to the slipping Indians or soldiers’ tale but that ultimately running 
water accounts for the name.

“We drew our name from Slippery Rock Creek,” he said.
Indians called the creek “wechachochapohka,” which means – what else – 

Slippery Rock. 

WSRU 

2011:  University replaces old IBM 
mainframe computer system with 
Banner. The new system operates 
24/7 and cuts registration time in 
half. Students register online.

2012:  Cheryl Norton 
becomes the first 
woman president.

2012:  The Robert M. Smith 
Student Center opens.

2014:  Slippery Rock 
University 
celebrates 
125th 
anniversary.

2012:  WSRU 88.1 FM 
Radio turns 50.

8,8522010:  Enrollment hits 
an historic high of 
8,852 students.
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“As interesting as our history is,  
our future is even brighter  

and more captivating. Where we go 
will depend on our faculty, staff, our 

managers, students and alumni  
but clearly the world is indeed  

Slippery Rock University’s oyster.”
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Since that first trustee action, a volunteer council of trustees has 
governed the University with admirable leadership, making key 
policy, staff and academic decisions. Then, as now, the board pro-
vided leadership for recommending the president; developing rela-
tionships and understanding between the institution, its programs 
and the public; and approving policies, programs and the budget. 

early years
While $25,000 might not sound like much by today’s standards, 

it was a fortune in 1888. One of the first major challenges facing 
the first board was deciding whether to award a $25,000 building 
contract to a New Castle contractor for four buildings: Old Main, 
a Chapel and two residence halls.

The board approved the construction, but money was so tight 
that local residents pitched in to get the normal school off the 

ground. A group of young ladies raised $1,500 
by hosting ice cream parlors two or three nights 
a week. 

“The girls drove with horse and buggy for 
miles about the countryside collecting the cream 
and eggs for this confection,” reported “Thru 
Fifty Years of Normal School and Teachers 
College.” 

One trustee, A.M. Patterson, hauled stones 
from the 10 acres and built a road. The Ladies 
Normal Fund Association sewed carpets for 
North Hall and donated bedding.

In November 1888, the trustees filed an appli-
cation with the state to open the normal school. 
The state approved the application, and Slippery 

Rock State Normal School opened its doors in 1889.
The next major trustee action paved the way for one of the 

most iconic buildings on campus, West Gym, which opened in 

Trustees
strengthen

University’s 
125-year 

history
BBefore there was a normal school, a college or a Slippery Rock 

University, there was a community-based board looking out for 
the best interests of the institution. The history of trustee leader-
ship can be traced back to when a caring group of citizens from 
the Centerville community came together to begin planning a 
new normal school for higher learning that would cover gaps in 
educational opportunities in Butler County. 

In order to gauge the depth of interest in the community, resi-
dent J. T. Bingham called a meeting for Dec. 7, 1887, in the local 
Presbyterian Church. Resident John Reed chaired the meeting, 
which included C.W. Ward, a physician.

Fundraising for a school ensued, with 34 subscribers pledg-
ing $5, for a total of $510, not nearly enough to construct 
a school. The men and women of Centerville, not to be dis-
suaded in their dreams, persevered in their efforts and col-
lected $15,000 by February 1888. That success 
led to the establishment of the Slippery Rock 
State Normal School Association.

In March 1888, the association met and elected 13 
members to serve on a Board of Trustees. They were 
George Maxwell, T.F. Patton, Neyman Christley, 
J.C. Kerr, Benjamin Pearson, Lewis Patterson, T.S. 
Coulter, A.M. Patterson, W.H. Wilson, J.E. Bard, 
H.P. Griffith, C.W. Bard and William Kaufman.

A week later, the trustees met to consider a far-
reaching proposal: Trustee Patterson wanted to 
sell 10 acres of his “in town” property for the new 
normal school. March 19, 1888, board members 
walked the site and, after some discussion, unani-
mously accepted the idea. For $200 an acre, the 
trustees purchased a tract of land that provided the home for 125 
years of educational excellence.

Slippery Rock University was born.

In November 1888, 
the trustees filed 
an application with 
the state to open 
the normal school. 
The state approved 
the application, and 
Slippery Rock State 
Normal School 
opened its doors  
in 1889.
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1906. The yellow brick building housed 
a facility for basketball, other physical 
activities and music classes. Two stone 
lions, gifted from the class of 1908, would 
soon flank the building.

In 1915, the trustees provided the 
leadership for the normal school to cast 
its destiny with the state, voting to trans-
fer ownership from local shareholders to 
Pennsylvania. A state judge handed down 
a decree Feb. 19, 1916 to create Slippery 
Rock State Teachers College.

 Shareholders received $100 per share 
for the property. Under state control, the 
board of trustees was reduced from 19 to 
11 members, appointed by the governor. 
The appointment process remains in 
effect to this day.

Until the 1920s, Slippery Rock students 
studied to credential themselves for a state 
teaching certificate. The trustees passed a 
resolution June 4, 1926 to authorize the 
college to confer the bachelor’s of science 
in education, the bachelor of science in 
elementary education and the bachelor of 
science in health education. All three pro-
grams required 136 hours for graduation.

In 1932, the trustees approved bach-
elors’ programs in education grades 1-3, 
4-6, 7-12 and rural school teaching.

Meanwhile, the board allocated 
$127,000 for an Education Building, 
which opened in 1929, and $100,000 for 
East Gym in 1930. The board approved 
Maltby Library in 1937, named for Albert 
Maltby, second Slippery Rock president, 
called principal at the time.

The Great Depression year of 1934 
witnessed the first trustee motion of 

significance by long-time trustee Emma 
Guffey Miller, a well-known Slippery 
Rock figure whose many legends include 
the often-told story that her ghost haunts 
Miller Auditorium and North Hall. 

Miller made a motion for the trustee 
board to accept the resignation of Slippery 
Rock president Linwood Eisenberg. The 
board accepted the motion. 

Boom time
In the 1940s and 1950s, the trustees 

approved many curriculum additions, 
including driver’s education, psychology, 
aeronautics, foreign language, communi-
cation, audio-visual education, history, 
biological science and chemistry. The 
board also cut curriculum, including a 

dental hygienist program. 
The medium of television exploded in 

the 1950s, and the trustees responded by 
approving a cooperative program with 
Pittsburgh Educational Television Station, 
WQED. Students began earning college 
credit for internship work at the station.

By 1957, the trustees petitioned the 
state Department of Public Instruction to 
purchase 225 acres in what is referred to 
today as the lower half of campus and the 
Quad area. This acquisition allotted land for 
Morrow Field House, Patterson Hall, Bailey 
Library, Boozel Dining Hall and the row of 
residence halls paralleling the hillside.

Miller, a Democratic committeewoman 
and friend of former first lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt, laid the Patterson Hall corner-
stone in 1958. Miller was well known in 
local and national politics. In 1955, U.S. 
Sen. John F. Kennedy, D-Mass., invited 
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Miller to his reception in Los Angeles. 
Miller Auditorium, named for Miller, 

opened in 1958. 
In 1962, Miller deeded a 42-acre tract 

two miles west of town along Wolf Creek. 
Miller’s legacy endures to the current gen-
eration of students. She donated her ward-
robe to SRU, which theatre students use 
for costumes. Students refer to her cache 
of clothes as “Emma’s Closet.”

In 1963, the trustees ended earlier opposi-
tion to Greek life by approving five fraterni-
ties and one sorority. The board, recognizing 
the need before it became a national trend, 
created the Office of Student Personnel 
Services to help students run programs.

Before her 1970 death, Guffey helped 
the college library increase its holdings from 
58,000 to volumes in 1965 to 108,000 in 
1967. She tried in vain to save the Chapel, 
arguing to the board that the Chapel could 
be “saved” if it were repurposed into a fine 
arts center. Her efforts failed, and the build-
ing came down in the early 1970s.

As history shows, trustees faced more 

than building decisions. Through the 
years they have also had to deal with 
the sudden death of a president and the 
removal of two others. 

The 1980s and 1990s, while not with-
out challenges, especially in regards to 
enrollment, saw further evidence of trustee 
leadership. After the college became 
Slippery Rock University in 1983, the 
trustees’ first action was the approval of an 
employee tuition waiver.

The trustees, voting in 1983, passed the 
initial concept for an ALTER Project to cre-
ate a regional research center for experimen-
tation in alternative agriculture, energy con-
sumption and building construction. This 
early step provided the foundation for the 
Robert M. Macoskey Center for Sustainable 
Systems Education and Research.

In 1996, the trustees approved a proposal 
by student Charity Blakley to name the 
new student recreation center the Robert 
N. Aebersold Student Recreation Center 
for the former president. More than a 
decade later, the trustees would approve 

the naming of SRU’s new student center the 
Robert M. Smith Student Center.  

into the future 
One of the consistent attributes of trust-

ees over the years has been their passion for 
the University, integrity, vision and diver-
sity of background.  

Trustees serve six-year terms or until a suc-
cessor gets appointed. At least two members 
must be alumni and one must be an under-
graduate student. The board meets quarterly. 

Current trustees include: 
•  Robert Taylor of New Hope, ’78, chair. 

Taylor is chairman and chief executive 
officer of The Cameron Companies LLC, 
a diversities holding company. 

•  Robert Marcus of Harrisburg, ’61, vice 
chair. Marcus’s education and business 
experience spans four decades. He retired in 
1995 after 34 years in the Harrisburg School 
District as a teacher and administrator. 

•  Thomas Breth of Butler, secretary. Breth, 
an attorney, is a partner in the Butler 
County law firm of Dillon McCandless 
King Coulter & Graham. 

•  Matthew Lautman of Pittsburgh, ’99. 
Lautman is an attorney and shareholder at 
Houston Harbaugh law firm in Pittsburgh.

•  William McCarrier of Butler. McCarrier 
served as a Butler County Commissioner 
from 1996-1999 and rejoined the board 
in 2012. 

•  Dennis Murray of Hollidaysburg, ’62. 
Murray retired as superintendent of the 
Altoona Area School District after 21 years. 

•  Laura Ordaz of Cooperstown, a physics/
pre-engineering major. Ordaz serves as a 
community assistant in the Building D 
residence hall and is involved with student 
government and other leadership programs. 

•  Matt Shaner of Sewickley. Shaner is 
owner, chairman and general manager 
of the Pittsburgh Power Arena Football 
team. He is CEO of Shaner Investments.

•  Jeffrey Smith of Butler. Smith has 
spent his entire career working for PPG 
Industries in a variety of assignments. 

•  Suzanne Vessella of Ellwood City. 
Vessella works with the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Commission in the operations 
review department. 

•  Mary Jo White of Oil City. White served 
as a Pennsylvania state senator from 1997-
2012. An attorney, she worked as a public 
defender in Venango County and the Dale 
Woodward Law Firm in Franklin before 
her election to the senate.
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TRUSTWORTHY LEADERS: (from left) The Slippery Rock University Council of Trustees are Robert Taylor, ’78, Jeff Smith, Robert Marcus, ’61, 
Matthew Lautman, ’99, Laura Ordaz, Dennis Murray, ’62, William McCarrier and Thomas Breth.

 Smith, who joined the board in June, 
said guiding the University to greater 
prominence as a regional asset is his goal. 

“The biggest challenge going forward will 
be to be part of the continuing evolution 
of Slippery Rock University into a major 
regional university that will 
meet the needs of its students 
at an affordable cost,” he said. 

McCarrier said his roots 
at The Rock go back gen-
erations and that he is 
pleased to help guide it into 
the future.

McCarrier said his mother 
and two aunts attended 
Slippery Rock. His late father 
was a hunting buddy with 
N. Kerr Thompson, Slippery 
Rock’s legendary head foot-
ball coach. McCarrier himself 
knew many of the people for 
whom buildings were named.

“A. P. Vincent [Vincent 
Science Center] was a very 
close friend of mine,” he 
said. “Lois Harner, who had 
a hall named after her was 
a good friend,” McCarrier 
said. “My great grandmother 
was a Kiester for whom the road is named.” 

 McCarrier said SRU is a valuable asset 
because it provides a quality, affordable edu-
cation for many local students and injects 
millions of dollars into the local economy.

“We must continue to offer programs 
and courses of study that meet the 

needs of the community,” 
McCarrier said. “SRU has 
taken the initiative to do just 
that, and that is why we are 
in a much better position 
than many other state uni-
versities. I know President 
Norton has proven herself to 
be able to provide the neces-
sarily leadership to move us 
into brighter future.”

Breth said the big-
gest challenge facing the 
University is continuing to 
strengthen academic quality 
amid declining demograph-
ics and funding. While 
acknowledging that tough 
decisions must be made, 
including staffing decisions, 
Breth said. “Slippery Rock 
University has done an 
outstanding job of trying to 
minimize the effect of these 

trends. It’s not that the University isn’t 

doing things correctly. It’s really just the 
demographics of Pennsylvania, and west-
ern Pennsylvania in particular.”

Breth said the trustees would work with 
Norton to make sure the academic and 
reputation gains do not suffer.

He said he became a trustee because 
the intuition, administration and students 
impress him.

“The things that have impressed me the 
most are the sheer and raw passion to do 
better,” he said. It’s openly acknowledged 
that we’re not perfect. You’re going to 
have second-guessing and maybe make 
a bad decision here and there. But the 
energy, passion and desire to improve 
educational opportunities for students is 
never in question.” 

Ordaz she her goal is to get more 
students involved in service and other 
leadership projects, on campus and in the 
community. 

“I tell incoming freshmen, don’t be shy. 
Put yourself out there,” she said. “Always 
give 100 percent to everything you do 
because people are going to see that. If 
they see that you’re passionate about the 
things that you do, they’re never going to 
second guess what you do.” 

One group that has always given its best 
is the trustees.

“ The biggest 
challenge 
going forward 
will be to be 
part of the 
continuing 
evolution of 
Slippery Rock 
University 
into a major 
regional uni-
versity that 
will meet the 
needs of its 
students at 
an affordable 
cost.” 

–Jeffrey Smith
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1889

JAN 15
The Coca-Cola 

Company, 
is originally 

incorporated 
in Atlanta,  

GA

JAN 22
Columbia 
Phonograph 
was formed in 
Washington, 
D.C.

FEB 12
Henrik Ibsen’s 

“Fruen fra Have,”  
premieres in Osio

MAY 4
Benjamin 
Harrison 
inaugurated 
as 23rd U.S. 
president

MAR 14
German Ferdinand von Zeppelin 

patents his “Navigable Balloon”

MAR 26
Slippery Rock Normal opens

MAR 30
John Reid  
opens first  
U.S. Golf  
Course

MAR 31
Eiffel Tower opens

APR 1
First dishwashing 
machine 
marketed

APR 6
First Kodak 

camera 
goes on 

sale

APR 30
First national holiday,  
on centennial of  
Washington’s inauguration

MAY 31
Johnstown Flood; 
2,209 die in 
Pennsylvania

Thc start of somcthing grcat
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JUL 1
Frederick 
Douglass 

named  
Minister to Haiti

JUL 8
John L. Sullivan KOs Jake Kilrain in 
75 rounds (Last bare-knuckle bout)

JUL 8
Wall Street 
Journal begins 
publishing

AUG 10
Dan Rylands 
patents the 

screw cap

DEC 7
Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s 
“Gondoliers,” 
premieres in 
London

AUG 13 
William Gray 
patents coin-
operated 
telephone

NOV 1
North Dakota becomes 39th 
and South Dakota 40th state

NOV 11
Washington admitted as  
42nd state

NOV 23
Debut of the first jukebox

NOV 8
Montana 
admitted as 
41st state

Thc start of somcthing grcat
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They couldn’t have recognized the significance of their “one 
small step.”

When Slippery Rock State Normal School opened its doors 
March 26, 1889, there weren’t any fireworks, parades or political 
speeches to welcome the first students.

Ninety-four women and 74 men kicked the dirt off their shoes 
and walked into Old Main to begin a curriculum that would 

prepare them to become 
teachers at Pennsylvania 
“common schools,” 
expanding the simple 
grammar-school education 
many teachers previously 
brought to the classroom.

Yet those simple begin-
nings, including a cur-
riculum taught by six 
professors, launched an 

institution that would become a premier provider of teacher-educa-
tion for 125 years – Slippery Rock University. 

“The College of Education is proud to claim numerous award-win-
ning teachers, counselors and educational leaders as graduates of our 
programs,” said Keith Dils, dean of the College of Education.  

“We have more than 20,000 alumni who have entered the education 
profession and who have touched the lives of countless students in 
western Pennsylvania, across the country and throughout the world.” 

in the beginning
The first course catalog pledged, “no one will be graduated who 

has not acquired a good degree of skill and success as a teacher.” 
The education program of 1889 integrated five divisions of 

study, called (in this order) E, D, C, B and A. Students studied 
arithmetic, elocution, composition, Latin, Civil War history, 
Grammar and bookkeeping. Study hours were mandated and all 
students were required to be present for devotions in the Chapel.

Coursework prepared graduates for passing the state exam and 
receiving a teaching certificate. 

The normal school approach worked. In five years, enrollment 
increased to more than 600 students. Courses in trigonometry, 
surveying and “typewriting” were introduced, bringing in enough 
money for capital improvements. In 1916, the normal school 
expanded the basic program of studies by introducing three new cur-
riculum units – physical education, a commercial education program 
and a rural schools education program. For the first time, Slippery 
Rock students immersed themselves in educational gym, the peda-
gogy of physical training and the customs and laws of business.

Humble beginnings 
producestellar accomplishments

 “We have more than 20,000 alumni 
who have entered the education 
profession and who have touched 
the lives of countless students in 
western Pennsylvania, across the 
country and throughout the world.”

–keith Dils, dean, 
college of Education
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In 1926, the commonwealth purchased the normal school and 
renamed it Slippery Rock State Teachers College. Slippery Rock 
became a four-year teachers college and continued the tradition of 
teacher training.

In 1937, the administration introduced several important 
curriculum changes in the elementary and secondary educa-
tion programs. For the first time, elementary education majors 
were required to take a liberal arts curriculum during their first 
two years. Classes included English, Appreciation of Music, 
Appreciation of Art and General Psychology. Secondary educa-
tion majors took School Law, Adolescent Psychology, Children’s 
Literature and Student Teaching.

Although enrollment dropped to 185 women and two men by 
1943-44, Slippery Rock added a folk dancing physical educa-
tion class and received full accreditation from the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools in 1943.

Also in full swing during the 1940s was the “Laboratory School.” 
Community children in grades kindergarten through 12 attended 
school in what is now SRU’s McKay Education Building, which 
opened in 1929. Education professors taught classes, and the lab 
school provided opportunities for Slippery Rock education majors 
to earn valuable student teaching experience.

Several clinics offered additional learning opportunities. 
According to the 1943 Laboratory School Bulletin, these 
included a dental, speech and psychological clinic. The psy-
chological clinic included instruments that helped to identify 
learning difficulties.

happy days
The prosperous America of the 1950s resulted in growth for 

Slippery Rock, especially in the incorporation of science education. A 
1951 curriculum program for students planning to teach secondary 
education required students to have at least 30 credits in biology, phys-
ical science and general science. A new major in aeronautics launched.

A new degree program designed to prepare public school nurses 
got underway in the 1950s. The program enrolled registered nurses 
for 45 credits of public school nursing, community health, nutrition 
and family casework. 

In 1960, the year John F. Kennedy was elected as president, the 
state changed the institution to Slippery Rock State College. For 
the first time, the college was licensed to award undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in the liberal arts and “professions.”

The 1960s and 1970s saw the emergence of new academic depart-
ments. They included biology, physical science, economics and sociol-
ogy. Mirroring the national attention given to ecological problems 
and the space program, Slippery Rock introduced certification pro-
grams in earth and space science, while students in elementary educa-
tion were now able to receive a master’s degree in their field.

Enrollment climbed from 2,767 students in 1965 to 3,575 in 1968.

The trend toward educational outreach began in the 1970s 
and 1980s. Slippery Rock partnered with the state Department 
of Forests and Waters to build a biological field station on Lake 
Arthur in Moraine State Park. Secondary education majors intend-
ing to teach science also took advantage of a partnership with 
nearby Jennings Nature Reserve.

In 1983, the state granted university status to Slippery Rock. 
Computer technology exploded in the 1980s and 1990s, advanc-
ing from Word Perfect computer labs in the 1980s to Internet and 
email connections in the late 1990s.

While SRU continued to grow and is now a comprehensive 
institution with more than 60 majors, more than 1,700 students 
are currently enrolled in education programs. SRU offers under-
graduate majors in elementary, secondary, physical and health, and 
special education. Graduate programs include adapted physical 
activity, elementary/early childhood, secondary education, special 
education, and counseling and development. 

The University provides distinctive opportunities for students 
to boost their credentials. During a recent urban experience, more 
than 100 teacher candidates worked at the Pittsburgh Council 
of Three Rivers American Indian Center Head Start program. 
Students also rotate for experience in rural and suburban settings.

Early childhood education majors enroll in “on-site methods 
courses” – courses that meet in local school districts instead of 
meeting on campus. The school districts provide classrooms where 
professors and SRU teacher candidates meet for traditional instruc-
tional time and then they participate in a teaching hospital model.

SRU also shows leadership in 
special education, having hosted a 
national autism convention in 2013 
and through many programs at the 
Storm Harbor Equestrian Center 
specializing in programs for children 
with disabilities.

SRU teacher graduates are recruited 
nationwide, bolstered by a program 

that offers student-teaching opportunities in Ireland, Mexico and 
many other locations.

“We produce great educators because we have terrific faculty 
and high-quality programs,” Dils said. “The College of Education 
has been recognized for excel-
lence, including National 
Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE) 
accreditation. Our future  
is bright.”

stellar accomplishments
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It may seem close to science fiction, but robots and computers 
built at Slippery Rock University are moving nearer to human-
like abilities.

Guided by faculty, SRU students have built robots that pick 
up trash, drones that fly and supercomputers that perform on the 
frontline of processing capacity. 

Like many of the programs in the College of Business, 
Information and Social Science, artificial intelligence is a new 
area of distinction for the University as it marks 125 years. Other 
programs in the college include communication, criminology, 
sport management, business, professional studies and the new 
master of business administration.

Computer revolution
While the computer science major launched in 1976, the institu-

tion’s use of mainframe computers goes back to 1968 when SRU 
purchased an IBM 360 computer. Nicknamed “Big Red,” the 
computer took up an entire classroom in Spotts World Culture 
Building.

As Star Wars introduced the world to the R2-D2 robot in the 
late 1970s, the University began to more fully realize computer 
potential for students and employees. SRU bought four personal 
computers in 1980, setting them up in the president and vice 
president’s offices. 

By 1983, computer labs were emerging on campus, giving students 
access to Word Perfect documents for writing papers. The Rocket 
campus newspaper, housed in the communication department, 
switched from cut-and-paste production design to computer design 
in 1988.

By the 1990s, the majority of Americans and students owned 
personal computers. Ahead of many businesses, SRU introduced 
email in the early 1990s and connected to the Internet in 1991. 
RockTalk, a registration program, was launched in 2000.

In 2011, SRU migrated all of the old information on the 
IBM mainframe to Banner, a course management system that 
operates 24/7. It offers timesaving and convenience advantages, 
including online class registration.

Since 2000, computer science, information technology and 
robotics have exploded as academic fields. Computer science 
emphasizes modern approaches to software and hardware 
development. Robotics, including a robotics laboratory in the 
Advanced Technology and Science Hall, offers learning oppor-
tunities in artificial intelligence.

David Culp, professor in the School of Business who joined 
SRU in 1978, said the computer revolution has been remarkable.

“To put it in historical context, I got my first microcomputer 
at Slippery Rock in 1986 and I wasn’t sure how to use it. Now I 

Computer 
science,  
business, IT, 

tool 
up
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spend five to six hours on a computer with dual monitors. It just 
boggles my mind where things have gone.”

Marketing, housed in the School of Business, is another field 
that has changed dramatically.

“Marketing used to be put it on the 
shelf and say eggs here, 25 cents. That 
was marketing, location and product 
price,” Culp said.

Today’s marketing majors develop 
understanding of the concepts, func-
tions and institutions of marketing. 
They conduct product research, prod-
uct planning, product promotion and 
product distribution studies. Graduates 
work in sales, advertising, public rela-
tions, executive management and mar-
keting research.

A computer-operated robot called 
“Hercules” perhaps best illustrates pro-
grammatic advancements. 

Students created a computer interface for Hercules and  
programmed its wheels, sonar and laser sensors, and camera. 

…there was no business 
education department 
when Slippery Rock 
State Normal School 
was founded in 1889. 
Students, all of whom 
planned to become 
teachers, studied mathe-
matics and bookkeeping, 
solving equations and 
keeping ledgers by hand. 

The program tells the robot how close it is to an object, so that 
it can navigate the lab and pick up items with greater efficiency. 

The achievements are remarkable considering the absence of com-
puter, communication and business programs in the early years. 

In fact, there was no business education department when 
Slippery Rock State Normal School was founded in 1889. 
Students, all of whom planned to become teachers, studied math-
ematics and bookkeeping, solving equations and keeping ledgers 
by hand. 

Students interested in markets and finance studied economic 
theory as part of secondary education programming.

Economics became more universal in 1937, when students 
majoring in primary or secondary education were required to 
take two years of electives. The school introduced economics as 
one of the electives. 

Another 35 years passed before economics and business fac-
ulty joined Slippery Rock State College in 1972. Economics and 
business became majors in 1976. 

It wasn’t until 1988 that Slippery Rock University rolled 
economics, business, communication and computer science – 
launched in 1976 – into the College of Information Science and 
Business Administration. 

In 2001, the University reorganized programs into the 
College of Business, Information and Social Sciences, establish-
ing the current academic structure.

If students had fewer business options in the early years, 
they currently have numerous programs from which to choose, 
including a brand new master of business administration that 
combines online and classroom learning.
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Robert Frost, the kindly grandfather of 20th-century 
American verse, walked into the Chapel on the campus of 
Slippery Rock State Teachers College, smiled and waved to the 
roomful of eager “young poets” who wanted to learn more about 
his work. 

The occasion was Frost’s April 3, 1940, visit to Slippery Rock. 
Frost told students he regarded the humanities as the founda-

tional discipline and true passion of university students – and 
there are many who still agree.

“I thought all people followed the arts and those who didn’t 
succeed went into business,” Frost told students, according to a 
Rocket campus newspaper story published April 3, 1940.

Slippery Rock University’s embrace of arts and humanities educa-
tion goes back to the founding of the institution 125 years ago. Even 
when its mission was teacher-education, students studied music, 
writing, drawing, history, philosophy and other arts because they 
comprised a major component of public education in grades K-12.

“Teacher education in those days meant the arts and sciences,” 
said Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio, SRU dean of the College of 
Humanities, Fine and Performing Arts. 

Liberal arts are an essential part of an undergraduate educa-
tion, she said. Most careers, including technology and engineer-
ing, do not result from technical knowledge. They require cre-
ativity, cultural understanding and leadership, skills promoted by 
liberal arts.

“In order for students to have the imagination to become Steve 
Jobs, you cannot do it without the humanities and the arts,” 
Tsuquiashi-Daddesio said. “For Jobs industrial design and engi-
neering were part of the same process that led to the beautiful 
and extremely popular Apple products of today.”

early years
Slippery Rock State Normal School, founded in 1889, 

launched with a curriculum offering extensive studies in the 
humanities. Students took classes in the traditional arts of draw-
ing as well as Civil War history, composition and rhetoric, Latin, 
Greek and voice culture. 

SRU embraces liberal arts–
 years 125 for 



Drawing was so important that Slippery Rock expanded it 
from one to four periods per week in 1894. Before the turn of the 
century, the normal school introduced courses in general history, 
Vergil’s Aeneid, English and American literature.

The creation of academic departments in 1904 reflected the grow-
ing maturity of the curriculum. Recognized departments included 
language, mathematics, natural science, drawing and manual train-
ing, music, physical culture, school teacher and kindergarten.

By 1908, the Slippery Rock Band had been established, giv-
ing students instruction and performance opportunities on brass 

instruments. French and 
German classes began. 

In 1919, Slippery Rock 
established a department 
of household science and 
art to give students, mostly 
women, expertise in home 
economics. By 1924, stu-
dents could enroll in piano, 
voice, organization and pag-
eantry and join the Normal 
School Concert Band.

In 1937, Slippery Rock 
expanded arts to the entire 
student body, requiring 
students to take a liberal 

arts curriculum during their first two years as undergraduates. 
Courses included “Appreciation of Music,” “Appreciation of Art,” 
“Literature II,” “Music I” and “U.S. History to 1865.” 

Modern days
The World War II years were quiet because of war-related 

enrollment declines and 1950s saw the development of marching 
bands at football games and other “modern” arts programs such 
as sculpture and painting. 

The next big development occurred in 1960 when Slippery 
Rock became Slippery Rock State College. Now all entering 
freshmen were required to take at least 60 credits in a general 
education block that included 30 hours in the social sciences, 
humanities and arts.

In 1962, Slippery Rock introduced a bachelor’s degree in the 
humanities, social sciences and natural sciences. According 
to marketing materials at the time, the degree was 
designed to “develop the ability of students to think 
clearly and to act independently and to express 
themselves freely and effectively.”

Miller Auditorium, a 900-seat theater, opened 
around this time.

One of the major forces in the 1970s was the 
late Blasé Scarnati, a professor of music and 
marching band pioneer who taught for 32 years. 
He taught jazz, history, literature of American 
musical theatre and music history.

SRU launched a theatre department in 1983 
and a dance major in 1982.

The ensuing years catapulted Slippery Rock 
University into a major player in the arts, not 
only for student education, but as a presenter 

of arts entertainment for the region. Nearly 650 students major 
in the humanities, including art, theatre, dance, philosophy, 
music, English and modern languages and cultures. Students 
perform in Pittsburgh and other venues during the University’s 
annual Kaleidoscope arts festival.

The growth didn’t come without proper planning. As early as 
1966, Slippery Rock compartmentalized humanities and social 
sciences into the School of Arts and Sciences. In 1986, the school 
became the College of Arts and Sciences and then College of 
Humanities, Fine, Performing Arts in 2001. 

While the curriculum has been modified over the years, the 
institution has always supplemented classroom and studio work 
with guest lectures and residencies by dancers, musicians, actors 
and artists. A partial list of guest artists includes French mime 
Marcel Marceau, American poet Maya Angelou, science fiction 
writer Arthur C. Clarke, actor Vincent Price, Yolanda King, 
daughter of the late civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., 
and Pulitzer Prize winning poet Gwendolyn Elizabeth Brooks. 

Tsuquiashi-Daddesio, an arts advocate who has lived and studied 
in Paris and other international locations, said the arts need to be 
supported by colleges and universities because a liberal arts education 
is “the pillar upon which the rest of the building stands in terms of 
human creations and innovations in every field of knowledge.”
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When Albert Maltby became 
principal of Slippery Rock Normal School in 

1890, he quickly revealed his academic leanings. Maltby 
introduced courses in trigonometry and surveying and, a year 
later, pushed through a one-year graduate program in science 
that offered work in mathematics, natural and historical science. 

Slippery Rock University’s promotion of math and science educa-
tion continued over the past 125 years. In recent years, the institu-
tion has introduced new STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) programs to meet changing workplace and health needs. 
Newer programs include public health, environmental science, exer-
cise and rehabilitative sciences and therapeutic recreation. 

Departments are preparing for the next 125 by broadening the 
educational scope. Many scientific discoveries are now interdisci-
plinary. Principles of physics are applied to chemistry or biology 
and visa versa. New courses such as “Mathematics as a Liberal Art” 
and abundant student-faculty research opportunities provide stu-
dents new ways to immerse themselves in STEM.

“Think about all the changes that have directed career paths 
in different ways over the history of this institution,” said Wendy 
Stuhldreher, professor of public health and social work and assistant 
to the dean in the College of Health, Environment and Science.

“There have been some monumental turning-
points,” she said. “In biology, think of advancements in 

DNA mapping. The entire field of genetics was suddenly opened and 
continues to make the sub-cellular level the focus area in this field. The 
advancement in chemistry semiconductors, nanotechnology and even 
the interfacing of biology and chemistry has opened up new interdisci-
plinary connections for learning.”

Scientific methods
Slippery Rock’s first curriculum, in 1889, included science and 

mathematics. Students studied botany, geometry, algebra and physics 
as they prepared to become teachers of students in grades kindergar-
ten through 12. Slippery Rock introduced chemistry in 1894.

Even in those early years, students used laboratories. A photo from 
the early 1900s shows a group of students surrounding a table cov-
ered with chemistry bottles. One student holds a skull.

In 1910, the normal school directors adopted a new curriculum that 
required students to complete a four-year program of studies. The fourth 
year added new courses in arithmetic and natural sciences. For the first 
time, the institution organized classes into 45 or 60-minute periods.

In 1916, Maltby retired but his influence on the institution and sci-
ence education endures. 

A class friend of Maltby, as quoted in “Slippery Rock University, The 
Legend Behind the Name,” said Maltby transformed the institution.

“In 1890 he found it a row of frame buildings on the edge of cul-
tivated fields. In 1916, he left its walls of brick and stone, circulating 
on a beautiful campus set with trees, shrubs and flowers. The marks 

Science, math  
share institution’s  
125 year history
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of his mathematical, architectural and artistic 
skills are augmented by the far-reaching impression 

made upon the young men and women who went out from the 
school to carry the message of fidelity, honesty, perseverance and 
scholarship to the childhood of the world.”

early sophistication 
In 1938, Slippery Rock expanded opportunities for teaching, 

learning and research by opening Science Hall. Erected at a cost of 
$222,000, it later became Strain Behavioral Science Building. 

According to “Thru Fifty Years,” a book about Slippery Rock, 
the building was equipped with physics, biology and chemistry 
laboratories, a lecture hall with raised seats and a science labora-
tory for reference.

It got even better. “In the rear of the second floor are three rooms 
used for various biological material,” Thru Fifty Years, points out. 
“An herbarium for herbaceous plants, the museum for stuffed ani-
mals, skeletons, follows rocks and other specimens and the animal 
room are added facilities. A greenhouse is located on the rear roof of 
the building for growing living plants. A roof beside the greenhouse 
can be used for astronomy observation.”

The next major development occurred in 1966, when President 
Robert Carter announced the creation of the departments of 
biological science and physical science. The creation of the depart-
ments provided the impetus to grow enrollment and plan the con-
struction of Vincent Science Center, which opened in 1968.

The center, named for Arthur Vincent, science department chair 
from 1923-1940, received a major renovation in 2011. The $14-mil-
lion renovation added 16 advanced laboratories, wireless throughout, 
new furniture and a “white roof” reflecting solar rays. Lecture halls are 
equipped with new projectors, document cameras and LCD screens.

Slippery Rock’s prowess in the health and sciences began expand-
ing in the 1980s and 1990s. New programs included the doctor of 
physical therapy, exercise science, public health, parks and recre-
ation and therapeutic recreation.

Exercise science, a field that did not exist 
20 years ago, is a new initiative directed toward 

using physical activity to lower chronic disease risk factors and 
generally improve health.

Therapeutic recreation, another new field, applies scientific princi-
ples to help restore and rehabilitate a person’s level of functioning and 
overall wellness caused by an illness or disabling condition. 

Armed with fiber optics laboratories and other advanced science 
equipment, science students have researched Blu-ray Disc technol-
ogy, built supercomputers, treated cancer cells and made headway 
on understanding body image distortion. Other students made 
discoveries about cichlid fish, discovered new glands in a snake  
and mapped parts of the Bahamas.

Over the past decade, public health has 
become a very different discipline, she said. 
Students study human wellness, infectious 
diseases, workplace safety, healthy foods, 
family planning, heart disease and fluori-
dation of drinking water.

Changes were driven by new scholarship 
and employment needs. 

“Our departments have been responding 
to changes in the employment settings,” 
Stuhldreher said. “Physics is now physics and 
pre-engineering. Geographic Information 
Systems equipment is used in the geography, 
biology and environment departments. In 
the health field, SRU is starting a physician 
assistant program in 2016.” 

“We are investigating a masters in occu-
pational therapy,” she said. “Physical therapy continues to be a very 
popular graduate program. With the baby boomer generation aging, 
all these medical professions will grow. These medical professions 
are a cost effective way to manage the care of this aging population.”

STEM graduates often have more job success and income poten-
tial. No wonder more than 3,100 students are enrolled in a major 
offered by the College of Health, Environment and Science. The 
college offers majors in biology, chemistry, exercise science, geogra-
phy, geology and the environment, health and safety, mathematics, 
nursing, parks and recreation, physics, psychology, public health and 
social work and physical therapy.
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Armed with fiber 
optics laboratories 
and other advanced 
equipment, students 
have researched blu-
ray Disc technology, 
built supercomputers, 
treated cancer cells 
and made headway on 
understanding body 
image distortion. Other 
students made discover-
ies about cichlid fish, 
discovered new glands 
in a snake and mapped 
parts of the bahamas.
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ALUMNI AssOciATiOn repOrTeditorial information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply email us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1.800.GET.ROCK 
or fax us at 724. 738.4784. We do not publish engagements or pregnancies, but we do publish marriages and births.

(M) – Denotes master’s degree, (F) – Denotes faculty member, (FR) – Denotes friend of Slippery Rock University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes
1950s
Bob Bidwell, ’51, recently worked his 
54th professional golf tournament as an 
announcer starter.  Bidwell served as 
senior class president and editor of The 
Rocket campus newspaper at SRU. His 
brother, John Bidwell ’52, sister-in-
law, Beverly Bales Bidwell, ’51, and 
daughter, Candy Bidwell Abney, ’80, 
are also Rock alums.

1960s
Joseph Gallian, ’66, professor of math-
ematics and statistics at the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth, was recently inducted 
into UMD’s Academy of Science and 
Engineering. The honor recognizes his 
many achievements, including running 
one of the oldest Research Experience for 
Undergraduates Programs in the country. 

1970s
Walter Powell, ’73, has been named 
executive director of the General 
Society of Mayflower Descendants 
headquartered in Plymouth, Mass. The 
GSMD manages the Mayflower Society 
Museum House in Plymouth, the GSMD 
library, the “Corn Hill” site on Cape Cod, 
a website at www.themayflowersociety.
com and a publishing arm that produces 
the Mayflower Quarterly and the Silver 
Book collection, a series of books contain-
ing genealogy of Pilgrim ancestors.

Richard Wood, 
’75, is director of 
Global Training 
for INC Research, 
LLC, a global 
contract research 
organization based 
in Raleigh, N.C. In 
September, Wood’s 
department was 
selected as the 
recipient of the 
International Association for Continuing 
Education and Training 2013 Exemplar 
Award for Internal Training. Wood was 
recently elected to the SRU Alumni 
Association’s Board of Directors. Wood 
invites all alumni in the southeast to 
contact him with information of interest 
to the alumni association. Please consult 
the Rock Alumni Café directory, located 
at www.rockalumnicafe.com, for his 
email address. 

Skyles Calhoun, ’79, elementary 
education and secondary education, 
and principal of Woodbridge Middle 
School in Prince William County, Va., 
has been credited with leading his 
school to its designation as a “School 
to Watch” by the Association of Middle 
Level Educators. The award was pre-

sented at the annual Schools to Watch 
Conference, and then later celebrated 
during a daylong program at the school.

1980s
U.S. Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Kevin 
Jacobson, ’80, 
delivered a keynote 
address at Slippery 
Rock University 
during its annual 
Veteran’s Day cer-
emony. Jacobson, 
a graduate of Air 
Force ROTC at SRU, 
has spent the major part of his career as 
a special agent of the Air Force Office 
of Special Investigations, where he has 
conducted and supervised felony-level 
criminal, fraud and counterintelligence 
investigations.

Christine Gorham, ’88, is the new 
president of the Commercial Real 
Estate Women of Atlanta, Inc., a 
real estate organization in Atlanta. 
Gorham is also chief executive officer 
of Eastwood Real Estate Services, LLC, 
a real estate brokerage company spe-
cializing in the health care real estate 
industry, which includes medical, den-
tal, veterinary and office transactions. 

Mark Wasser, ’84, and his wife Susan 
(Shaulis) are proud to be a Legacy fam-
ily, times two. This fall their youngest 
daughter Leah Wasser started her 
freshman year. Her sister Katrina is a 
junior at The Rock. 

Nellie Orr Cyr, 
’87, associate 
dean of the College 
of Education and 
Human Services 
at Shippensburg 
University, has 
been named 
a Fellow by 
the American 
College of Sports 
Medicine. Only 5 percent of the ACSM 

members are named Fellows. After 
graduating from SRU, Cyr worked at the 
University as assistant women’s track 
coach and in academic records.

1990s 
Richard Talbert, 
’94, communication, 
has been awarded 
the 2013 Margaret 
Cunningham Foley 
Memorial Teaching 
Award, which rec-
ognizes outstanding 
part-time faculty 
at Penn State/
Shenango. He 
teaches communication and English 
courses. Talbert’s master’s degree is 
from Duquesne University. Talbert is 
currently working on his doctorate in 
rhetoric and philosophy of communica-
tion. In addition to teaching for Penn 
State, he is an adjunct faculty member 
at several area colleges and universi-
ties, including Grove City College; the 
University of Pittsburgh/Titusville 
Campus and Clarion University of 
Pennsylvania, where he teaches vari-
ous communication courses. 

Gregory Taranto, ’95, exercise 
science graduate, has received the 
2013 Frank S. Manchester Excellence 
in Journalism Award from the 
Pennsylvania Association of Elementary 
and Secondary School Principals. The 
award is presented to an individual who 
has been published in the Pennsylvania 
Administrator magazine. Taranto is prin-
cipal at Canonsburg Middle School.

dan Bickel, ’95, environmental educa-
tion, has been named park operations 
manager at Pymatuning State Park. He 
joined the state park system 17 years 
ago, immediately following his SRU 
graduation. “This was my first full-time 
job,” Bickel said. “I was the environmen-
tal education specialist for the park, so 
I did a lot of school group programs.” He 
was in a state’s park manager trainee 
program, working his way up in various 
positions with the state park system, 
spending the past four as manager at 
Moraine State Park in Butler County.

Wayde Killmeyer, ’98, secondary 
education, has been named executive 
director of the Midwestern Intermediate 
Unit 4. Killmeyer was the superintendent 
for the Clairton City and Avella school 
districts and brings more than 15 years 
of educational experience to the post.

2000s 
Susan Lautenbacher, ’00, ’01, politi-
cal science, special education and a 
former SRU associate professor of spe-

cial education, has been named chief 
executive officer of Lark Enterprises 
Inc., New Castle. Lark Enterprises pro-
vides vocational evaluations, training 
and employment services to persons 
with disabilities or individuals experi-
encing other barriers to employment.

Tim Geibel, ’00, health services admin-
istration, is among the “40 Under 40” 
list produced by Mass Transit Magazine. 
In 2003, he was hired as a transporta-
tion planner by the Centre Regional 
Planning Agency in State College, Pa., 
where his primary role was to provide 
planning support to the Centre Area 
Transportation Authority, which serves 
the public transportation needs of Penn 
State and the surrounding communities

Vanessa Veltre, ’04, music therapy, 
received one of Pittsburgh’s 2013 
“40 Under 40” awards presented by 
Pittsburgh Magazine. She was cited 
for combining her SRU degree and her 
master’s degree in social work, earned 
at the University of Pittsburgh, to 
establish a philosophy of social justice 
in her life. Veltre is the project manager 
for Carnegie Mellon University’s Teen 
Pregnancy Prevention Project.

Brady Crytzer, ’08, ’10, secondary 
education, history, has published a book 
titled “Guyasuta and the Fall of Indian 
America.” The book covers the history 
of Guyasuta, an influential Seneca 
leader who fought to maintain Indian 
sovereignty during the bitter wars for 
North America. 

2010s
eric Bable, ’10, music education, has 
been named conductor of the Canfield 
Community Concert Band. The band is 
an all-age, volunteer group of musicians 
who share their musical talent with the 
Youngstown/Mahoning Valley commu-
nity. The group performs throughout the 
year, including holiday concerts, com-
munity events and the Canfield Music in 
the Park Program.

Anthony Scibilia, ’13, history, whose 
grandfather was instrumental in bring-
ing penicillin to the masses, has had 
his undergraduate paper published in 
the journal “Pennsylvania History,” 
the first such undergraduate paper 
in the past 15 years. The work also 
brought praise to the University’s 
history department for encouraging 
student research and presentations 
at conferences. Scibilla’s paper, 
which was based on the work of his 
grandfather, Julius A. Vogel, was titled 
“Being Prometheus in 1943: Bringing 
Penicillin to the Working Man” appears 
in the Pennsylvania History: A Journal 
of Mid-Atlantic Studies, Volume 80, 
Number 3, Summer 2013.
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Births and Adoptions
2000s
heather (Flock) 
Page, ‘03, and Rob 
Page welcomed 
their first child, 
Madeline Elizabeth, 
born Aug. 9, 2013. 
She weighed 8 
pounds and was 19 
1/2 inches long. The family lives  
in Maryland. 

Julie (Frieko) Tremaine, ‘03, and 
Matthew Tremaine, welcomed their 
first child, Evelyn Mary, born Aug. 
9, 2013. She weighed 6 pounds, 14 
ounces and was 20 inches long. The 
family lives in Pittsburgh.

 Weddings
Gregory Foreman, 
’92, and Rachel 
Baker married 
May 11, 2013, in 
Emanuel Lutheran 
Church in Bradford, 
where the groom’s 
parents wed in 
1966. Foreman 
proposed on the 
steps of Sentinel Hall during SRU 
Homecoming and Alumni Reunion 
Weekend 2012. “It was a special place 
to me when I attended Slippery Rock 
and I decided it was the right place to 
create another special moment with a 
very special person,” he said. 

Samantha Kopa, ’10, married Roy 
Rabon Jr., April 12, 2013. The couple 
lives in Plum. 

Nicholas Minto Jr., ’96, married 
Emily Yantis in Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 
10, 2012.

Sean Moran, ‘99, ‘01, married 
Carey Hubert, sister of Ryan hubert, 

’05, Sept. 28, 2013 at the Marriott 
Pittsburgh North in Cranberry. 

Amy Pezzuolo, 
’10, married Jeffrey 
Donston, Aug. 
3, 2013, at St. 
Anthony’s Church 
in Bessemer, and 
a reception fol-
lowed at The Alpine 
Room at S.N.P.J. 
Honeymoon in 
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic. The 
couple lives in New Wilmington. 

Nicholas Wargo, ’11, and  
Katelyn Marquis, ’12, married Aug. 
10, 2013 in Hickory. Wargo has a 
bachelor’s degree in sport manage-
ment and works as a ticket opera-
tions assistant for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. Katelyn has a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education/
early childhood certification, and is 
a substitute teacher and assistant 
tennis coach.

In Memory
Thomas Carey, ‘43 
Anna (Reed) Campbell, ‘46 
Jessie Robertson (Becker) Hanson, ‘46 
Clair Glenn, ‘47 
John Lewis, ‘48 
Betty (Grau) Fleming, ‘49 
James Jenets, ‘49 
Jack Quinn, ‘51 
Charles Neuschwander, ‘53 
John Hyland, ‘54 
Lawrence Earl Best, ‘55 
Philip Sheridan, ‘55 
William Elmore, ‘56 
Janet (Havrilak) Boyle, ‘58 
John Shafer ‘58 
Eleanor (Bartoletti) Gestler, ‘59 
Richard Say, ‘61 
Robert Swanson, ‘63 
Patricia (O’Hare) McCarthy, ‘64 
Joseph Puzio, ‘66 
Sara Lawrence, ‘69 
Cheryl Livengood, ‘70 
Ronald Neupauer, ‘70 
Joan (Vavro) Goehring, ‘71 

Kathryn (Campbell) Rosenberger, ‘71 
Eugene Thomas Costello, ‘77 
Diana Hoenig, ‘77 
Joseph Alfonse Fiore, ‘79 
David Lynn McConnell, ‘82 
Frank Edwin Kohler, ‘85 
William Wingfield, ‘87 
Carolyn (Koach) Battaglia, ‘89 
David Licht, ‘89 
Elizabeth Derr, ‘90 
Nicholas Jon Pici, ‘96 
Susan (Pikulski) Thomas, ‘97 
Adam Hager, ‘06 
Rachael Highfield, ‘09 
 
Francis Mastrianna, retired dean  
  of the College of Business,  
  Information and Social Sciences 
Orvan Peterson, former SRU  
  Council of Trustees 
Eleanore (McDeavitt) Batykefer,  
  retired employee 
Barbara Blackstone, retired professor 

■  Feb. 6
Pittsburgh (South Hills) 
Alumni Event
Bella Sera
Canonsburg, PA 

■  Feb. 25
The Villages Alumni Luncheon
The Villages, FL 

■  Feb. 25
Orlando Area Alumni Event
Orlando, FL  

■  Feb. 26
Pirates Spring Training Game
Pirates vs. Yankees
Bradenton, FL 

■  Feb. 26
Tampa Area Alumni Event 

■  Feb. 27
Ft. Myers Area Alumni Event 

■  Feb. 28
Ft. Lauderdale Alumni Event 

The Alumni Association  
marks 100-plus years
•  The Slippery Rock University Alumni Association, which promotes 

alumni pride, communication, financial support and involvement, 
offered its first alumni dinner in 1906.

•  Its first name was the Slippery Rock State Normal School Alumni 
Association.

•  Origen Bingham, 1901, the first alumni president, served from 1911-1914.
•  The association launched the first major scholarship in 1924, honoring 

Albert Maltby, Slippery Rock president from 1890-1916.
•  The association launched the first major athletic scholarship, the N. 

Kerr Thompson Scholarship Fund, in 1970. Thompson, who served 
as SRU football coach from 1920-1942 and 1945 and was a member 
of the faculty until his retirement in 1950, is remembered in part for 
his football wins that helped boost SRU’s nationwide fame. During 
his 24-year coaching tenure at The Rock, Thompson led teams to 126 
wins, 12 divisional and eight state championships.

•  In 1971, the association funded a Chapel Memorial Plaque. 
•  The first alumni and development office was set up in 1980 by 

President Herb. Reinhard and alumni chapters were started in 
Allegheny and Erie counties, Washington, D.C., Florida and California.

•  The association moved to the first floor of Old Main in the late 1980s. 
Prior to relocating to Old Main, the Association had occupied the house 
next to the President’s House, which was later renamed  the Lowry 
Center. Army ROTC occupies it currently.

•  In 1996, the association received a $50,000 gift to either purchase or 
build an alumni house. In 1998, construction was completed on a 5,000 
square foot building that would house alumni affairs and be a welcome 
center for visiting alumni. The building included a large reception room 
for 250 and a memorabilia room. Nearly 2,000 alumni and friends 
donated funds for construction and furnishings.

•  A major addition to the center opened in 2008. The Russell Wright Alumni 
House and Conference Center, named for physician Russell Wright, 
includes almost 3,000 square feet of space for receptions, conferences, 
meetings and reunions. Each room features state-of-the-art technology for 
presentations, music recitals and conferences. The outdoor patio between 
the alumni house and West Gym was expanded and more than 350 cus-
tomized brick pavers have been installed. 

•  The first Alumni Weekend in June 1988 drew more than 400 graduates.
•  The Association is currently led by executive board members: President, 

Kimberley Jones ’96; President-elect, Lisa Holmes ’88, ’01; Immediate 
Past President, Dick Manning ’75; Treasurer, Don Huddart ’87; and 
Secretary, Marcie Popek ’96. Board members include: Scott Burket 
’78; Mike Crum ’11; Cindi Dillon ’96; Brittany Donatelli ’11; Suzanne 
Fodor ’79; Sue Greaves ’80; Ken Hanby ’63; Dena Kniess ’98; Mike 
Maurer ’11; Marce Pancio ’86; L. Michael Ross ’77; Bruce Russell ’72; 
Angele Stoebener ’06; Keith Warcup ’75; Dominic Williams ’88; Linda 
Williamson ’73; Richard Wood ’75; and Sam Zyroll ’78.

Complete information is posted on the alumni website

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
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Doug McMullen, chair of the SRU 
Foundation Board of Directors, and his wife 
Linda are pleased to be a part of this initiative. 

“Alumni, faculty and staff, and friends of 
Slippery Rock University have played a criti-
cal role in enhancing the University’s mis-
sion. As we celebrate this milestone, we have 
a chance to raise our aspirations once more,” 
said McMullen.

The 125th Anniversary Challenge encour-
ages the development of annual and endowed scholarships.

Annual scholarships of at least $1,250 provide funds for 
deserving Slippery Rock University students. The 
impact of annual scholarships is immediate and 
supports students in the year they are established.

Endowed scholarships create a permanent asset 
from which Slippery Rock University students 
receive financial support. The minimum prin-
cipal balance required to establish an endowed 
scholarship is $25,000. Initial contributions may 
be made in lesser amounts until the minimum of 
$25,000 is reached. For example, contributions 
of $5,000 each year for five years can be made to 
create a $25,000 endowed scholarship.

Enhancing financial resources for student 
financial aid is a priority identified in Slippery 
Rock University’s long-range strategic plan 
“Reaching for 2025 and Beyond.”

“Now more than ever, 
gifts from Slippery Rock 
University alumni and 
friends are critical to our 
future. Just imagine the 
impact that $1.25 million 
in gifts for new scholar-

ships will have on future generations of Slippery Rock University stu-
dents. This is about stewardship and the life-long value of a Slippery 
Rock University education being passed from one generation to 
another,” said Slippery Rock University President Cheryl Norton.

125CHALLENGE
th anniversary

During the 125th anniversary year of Slippery Rock University, alumni and friends are celebrating 
Slippery Rock’s history and reaffirming a shared commitment to fulfilling the promise of its bright 
future. With this in mind, the Slippery Rock University Foundation is pleased to announce The 125th 
Anniversary Challenge with a minimum goal of $1.25 million in gifts to establish new annual and 
endowed scholarships this year.

“I look forward to our continued partnership with the 
SRU Foundation. And I am confident that Slippery Rock 
University’s generous alumni and friends, working in combina-
tion with the foundation’s leadership and development staff, 
will make The 125th Anniversary Challenge a resounding suc-
cess,” said Norton.

“Hands down, the SRU Foundation is here to generate and 
manage scholarships to ensure that no qualified student will have 
to walk away from a Slippery Rock education for lack of finan-
cial resources,” McMullen said. “We are proud to contribute in 
this way to the University’s long-range plans.”

“The 125th Anniversary Challenge is just one of the ways 
we will celebrate this historic milestone,” said 
McMullen, referring to the upcoming debut 
of new recognition societies to honor philan-
thropic leadership at Slippery Rock University. 

“Development staff will be communicating 
with alumni and friends about the many ways to 
contribute to Slippery Rock University’s future 
in the 125th anniversary year. I am confident 
there are many people out there with an inter-
est in recognizing the University’s remarkable 
past and contributing to its inspired future,” 
McMullen said.

Slippery Rock University Foundation was 
established in 1970 to generate and manage chari-
table gifts and other income to support Slippery 

Rock University. Slippery Rock University Foundation manages 
$150.6 million in assets, and $20.5 million in an endowment. SRU 
Foundation is a tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organization and gifts made 
to the Foundation are deductible as charitable contributions under 
Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Through the generosity of alumni and friends, in 2013, SRU 
Foundation provided $2.2 million in scholarships to Slippery 
Rock University students.

To become involved or to get more information regarding The 
125th Anniversary Challenge, please call 724.738.2004 to speak 
with a member of the development team.

“ Now more than ever, 
gifts from Slippery Rock 
University alumni and 
friends are critical to our 
future. Just imagine the 
impact that $1.25 million 
in gifts for new scholar-
ships will have on future 
generations of Slippery 
Rock University students.”

– President Cheryl Norton
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Coming Attractions
CELEBRATION125th

June 21  Without the vision and 
commitment of the people 
of Centerville, now Slippery 
Rock, to build a Normal 
School there wouldn’t 
be anything to celebrate. 
This group of men and 
women raised the funds, 
acquired the land, built the 
first buildings and obtained 
state support to establish 
Slippery Rock State Normal 
School. A community picnic 
will honor the ancestors of 
those forward-thinking indi-
viduals and the community 
that said – yes, we can.

Oct. 18  SRU heads to the “Big 
House.” Thirty-five years 
ago, in 1979, The ROCK 
made its first trip to  
Ann Arbor, Mich., to 
take on Shippensburg 
University in the famed 
University of Michigan 
Stadium. The game set 
a Division II attendance 
record of 61,143 that 
still stands. We’re look-
ing to change that when 
the ROCK takes on 
Mercyhurst in Ann Arbor. 
Come be part of history. 
It’s going to be great.For a comprehensive list of all 

activities visit: 
www.sru.edu/125celebration

Dec. 1

Jan. 30  Bells will toll throughout 
the community at 11:30 
a.m. calling the campus 
and community to Old 
Main for the official kick-
off of the 125th anni-
versary. Come join the 
president, faculty, staff, 
alumni and friends for 
a grand march through 
campus from SRU’s old-
est building to its new-
est. A short ceremony 
takes place at noon 
at the Smith Student 
Center followed by an 
afternoon of fun activi-
ties for students.

Jan. 30-  Each day throughout 
the celebration year 
the name of each stu-
dent who has attended 
Slippery Rock University 
will be read aloud as part 
of our “Reading of the 
Names” history project.

March 26  SRU celebrates the 
opening of its doors 
March 26, 1889 with a 
campus birthday party. 
A short program at 
noon will be followed by 
birthday cake for all and 
games and activities  
for students.

EVENIN
G

of the

ARTS

ADMIT ONE

EVENING
of the
ARTS

ADMIT ONE

EVENING
of the

ARTS

ADMIT ONE

PICNIC

March 28  SRU’s birthday 
party continues 
with an “Evening 
of the Arts” 
presented by 
the College of 
Humanities, Fine 
and Performing 
Arts. You won’t 
want to miss this 
evening showcas-
ing the incredible 
talent of our stu-
dents and faculty. 
Event and ticket 
information will 
be available in 
February online 
at: www.sru.
edu/125celebration

May 31  Save the date and 
be sure to plan 
on joining us for a 
trip, “Through the 
Looking Glass.” 
This gala evening of 
fine food and enter-
tainment raises 
funds for student 
scholarships.
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Athletic 
venues honor  

SRU gReatS

Egli Field. 
Critchfield Park. 
Zimmerman Field.  
Wally Rose Park.

There’s a good chance many 
ROCK fans have attended  
a sporting event or two  
through the ages at those 
venues. There’s also a very 
good chance most know very 
little about the legends for 
whom the University’s athletic  
venues were named.

      www.SRU.edu      37 
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Take Wally Rose Park for example.
Currently an unused, open field located at the end of Maltby Drive, overlooking the 

President’s Residence. Rose Park was once the home of The Rock baseball team and was 
named in honor of the late Wally Rose, who led the Green and White to 410 wins in 29 
seasons (1955-85) as SRU’s hardball coach. 

“Wally Rose laid the foundation for the success we’ve been able to have,” 
Slippery Rock University Head Baseball Coach Jeff Messer said. “He was 
very instrumental in putting Rock baseball on the map nationally.” 

Statistics support Messer’s comments. Rose-coached Rock teams won 
Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference championships in 1978 and 1982 
and earned a first-ever NCAA Division II postseason berth in 1982.

As for the facility named in Rose’s honor, Messer said, “Hilltop Park, 
which is what it was called when I first came here in 1986, was one of the 
premier baseball fields in our region at the time. It had a very cozy feel to 
it, was a good baseball field and a great facility for spectators because they 
were literally on top of the action. It holds many great memories for our 
alumni and former players because it was a fun place to play and we felt 
like we could win every time we took the field.”

A trait Rose shared with many of the individuals for whom facilities 
are named was that he was a member of the teaching faculty as well as a 
coach, said John Carpenter, former SRU sports information director.

“It wasn’t like it is now,” Carpenter said. “A lot of the people who have fields or facili-
ties named after them put in exhaustive hours preparing for their classroom duties, serv-
ing on committees, attending faculty meetings and seminars and other academic-related 
functions,” Carpenter said. “They prepared their practice plans, game plans, recruited, 
etc. in the evenings after finishing their teaching duties. They didn’t have the full day to 
take care of their coaching duties like most coaches do today.”

In the spring of 2002, Rock baseball moved its base of operation from Wally Rose Park 

to Jack Critchfield Park, named in honor of a 1955 
Rock graduate and former Rock baseball pitcher whose 
donation provided the startup money for the state-of-the-
art facility. 

Unlike Wally Rose Park, which addressed only the basic 
needs for baseball competition, Jack Critchfield Park is argu-

ably the finest collegiate baseball facility in the Northeast. 
The complex features seating for 1,500 fans, a spacious club-

house area that houses the baseball program’s offices and locker 
room facilities, a concession stand and below-ground dugouts for both the home and 
visiting teams. The facility also features lights for night games, a padded outfield fence, 
a bullpen area along each foul line and a fully-enclosed batting cage along the right-field 
line for use year-round.

“Jack Critchfield, through his donation, brought Slippery Rock baseball to whole new 

      

1898: First football game vs. New Castle High 
School, SRSNS wins 10-0.

1909: Earliest record of men’s basketball.

1910: Cross country programs started.

1911: Earliest record of men’s baseball.

1930: Women’s Athletic Association is formed.

1931: Baseball program is discontinued.

1934: First season of men’s soccer program.

1935: Men’s track program begins.

1935: Men’s swimming program is started.

1935: Women’s swimming competes in first 
intercollegiate meet.

1936: Men’s gymnastics program is started.

1937: Football team plays Boston University in 
Fenway Park, Boston. 

1937: Men’s tennis program starts.

1938: Men’s rifle team starts. 

1939: The athletic field is offi-
cially named Thompson Field and 
is dedicated to N. Kerr Thompson, 
coach and faculty member.

1939: Thompson leads 
Rock football to its only 
unbeaten, untied season. (8-0)

1939: Women’s rifle team formed.

1939: Men’s golf program started.

1943: All competitive sports halted due to 
WWII. Competition wouldn’t resume until 1945.

1946: Women’s tennis program is started.

1952: Men’s soccer wins first PSAC title.

1952: Varsity baseball program is reinstated.

1953: Men’s soccer program wins its second 
consecutive PSAC championship.

1958: Women’s intercollegiate athletic pro-
gram is started.

1958: Men’s golf program wins first PSAC title.

1959: Men’s cross country wins its first PSAC 
championship.

1959: Wrestling program is started.

1960: Men’s track and field wins first PSAC title.

1962: Men’s golf wins a third consecutive 
PSAC championship.

1962: Men’s tennis wins its only PSAC 
championship.

1962: Morrow Field House is constructed 
and named for James Morrow, principal from 
1889-1890.

1963: Men’s basketball wins its only PSAC 
championship.

1963: Men’s cross country program wins 
its third consecutive PSAC championship.

1967: Women’s basketball and volleyball rein-
stated as varsity sports.

1968: Men’s track and field program wins 
PSAC championship.

1969: Women’s intercollegiate athletic pro-
gram gets renewed emphasis. 

1969: Men’s cross country program wins PSAC 
championship.

“ A lot of the people 
who have fields or 
facilities named 
after them put in 
exhaustive hours 
preparing for their 
classroom duties, 
serving on commit-
tees, attending fac-
ulty meetings and 
seminars and other 
academic-related 
functions.” 

– John carpenter
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level,” Messer said. “The new facility not only helped our University program but also 
the community through the many conference and regional college, high school regular-
season and playoff games, semi-pro, pro and summer collegiate baseball games that have 
been played here.”

Construction of Critchfield Park “also, in a small way, was responsible for the growth of 
baseball facilities in the [Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference] and region,” Messer said. 
“Once people at other colleges saw the facility we had they wanted to get better facilities, too.”

The Rock’s natural-grass soccer field, James W. Egli Soccer Field is named in honor of 
a contemporary of Rose. Egli served 30 seasons as The Rock’s men’s soccer coach, including 
five conference championship campaigns, and 15 seasons as the school’s swimming coach.

Egli, like Rose, was a member of the SRU physical education 
teaching faculty.

“Coach Egli was very professional, a family man, a fantastic 
man,” said former Rock men’s soccer standout Pat O’Hare. “Many 
of his former players agree that we didn’t realize at the time the 
impact his coaching and teaching would have on us later in life as 
we transitioned into life after soccer.”

“I am sad that I never got to meet Coach Egli in person,” current 
Rock Head Coach Mike Bonelli said, “but from talking to guys 
who played for him, I have come to appreciate he was a pioneer and 
changed Rock soccer forever through his teaching and coaching. 
He also did a phenomenal job molding a large number of his former 
players into outstanding coaches.”

Egli Field, which is used exclusively by The Rock men’s and women’s soccer teams, is 
one of the best grass playing fields in western Pennsylvania and features underground 
drainage and irrigation systems. The complex features ample bleacher seating elevated 
on a hillside, as well as space for blankets or lawn chairs at either end of the bleach-
ers. Egli Field was recently enclosed with a fence and a green windscreen to complete the 
look of the facility.

The centerpiece of The Rock athletic program is Mihalik-Thompson Stadium,  
an artificial-turf, lighted, multi-use facility located on the eastern 
edge of the campus. The stadium is named in honor of two 
of the most successful football coaches in SRU history, 
both of whom are also Slippery Rock graduates.

SRU’s current head coach, George Mihalik has led 
The Rock to 176 wins in 26 seasons (1988-2013). He 
earned both a bachelor’s (1974) and master’s (1976) 
degree from SRU.  Mihalik led teams to three consecu-
tive NCAA Division II national playoff appearances 
from 1997-99 and again in 2013, as well as Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference-Western Division champion-
ships in 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2011 and 2013. The 1998 
Rock squad, which set a school record with 12 wins in 14 
games, won the program’s only regional championship.

      

1970: Stan Dziedzic wins first of his three NCAA 
College Division individual wrestling championships. 

1971: Women’s gymnastics and coed 
judo varsity-sport programs started.

1971: Dziedzic becomes the first 
Rock wrestler to win an NCAA Division I 
national championship.

1972: The football stadium is con-
structed and dedicated to N. Kerr Thompson.

1972: Rod Irwin wins College Division national 
wrestling championship.

1973: Jack Spates wins the first of  
two individual NCAA College Division wrestling 
national individual championship; he repeated the 
performance in 1974.

1974: Football program wins third 
consecutive PSAC championship under 
Bob DiSpirito. 

1975: Six Rock student-athletes 
claim individual weight-class cham-
pionships to lead the wrestling program to 
its only PSAC championship.

1976: Women’s lacrosse and track and field pro-
grams compete for the first time.

1977: Todd Wunderlich wins Rock’s first-ever 
men’s outdoor track and field national title.

1977: Women’s softball plays its first official sea-
son of competition

1978: Women’s basketball wins EAIAW Satellite 
championship and berth in EAIAW Championships.

1978: Rock wins its first PSAC baseball title.

1979: Football takes on 
Shippensburg at Michigan Stadium 
and sets an NCAA Division II atten-
dance record of 61,143.

1979: Men’s track and field pro-
gram wins Rock’s first-ever national 
team championship when it claims 
the NCAA Division III title.

1979: George Crunkleton, Don Johns, 
Keith Hunter and Jim Stitt win the NCAA 
Outdoor National Championship in the 
4x400-meter relay.

1979: George Crunkleton wins the 
NCAA Outdoor National Championship in 
the 100- and 200-meter dash events.

1979: Bruce Seaman becomes Rock’s first NCAA 
swimming national champion.

1979: Women’s track and field programs wins its 
first PSAC championships.

1980: Women’s tennis wins its first PSAC team 
championship.

1980: Women’s gymnastics team wins its first 
PSAC championship.

1980: Women’s track and field program success-
fully defends its PSAC championship.

1981: Women’s cross country wins the first of its 
two PSAC championships.

1981: Women’s tennis wins 
its second consecutive PSAC 
championship.

1981: Women’s softball 
wins its only PSAC title .

James W. egli soccer Field

“ Many of his [Coach 
Egli] former play-
ers agree that we 
didn’t realize at the 
time the impact his 
coaching and teach-
ing would have on 
us later in life as we 
transitioned into life 
after soccer.”

– pat O’Hare
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1981: Football team plays for the second time 
in Michigan Stadium.

1981: Men’s track and field team wins its 
fourth consecutive PSAC championship.

1982: Baseball, women’s track and field and 
women’s gymnastics programs win the PSAC 
championship.

1982: Women’s gymnastics team wins its sec-
ond PSAC championship.

1982: Lisa Hulihan becomes Rock’s first wom-
en’s track and field national champion.

1983: First class of SRU Athletic Hall of Fame 
inductees are honored.

1984: Volleyball wins the first of its two PSAC 
championships.

1985: Women’s track and field program wins 
PSAC championship.

1986: Women’s 
basketball wins its 
only PSAC title and 
first-ever NCAA 
tournament berth.

1986: Men’s and women’s gymnastics pro-
grams discontinued.

1987: Men’s golf, women’s track and 
field and men’s track and field win conference 
championship.

1988: Men’s golf successfully defends its 
PSAC championship.

1989: Baseball wins 
first-ever NCAA Division II 
regional baseball champi-
onship and a berth in the 
World Series.

1989: The SRU soccer field is named the 
James W. Egli Soccer Field.

1991: Myron Brown selected as 
Basketball Times’ Division II National Player 
of the Year and selected in the second 
round of the NBA draft by the Minnesota 
Timberwolves.

1991: Men’s cross country wins its sixth PSAC 
team championship.

 1991: Women’s lacrosse program discontinued.

1991-92: Men’s and women’s water polo 
become varsity sports programs after several seasons 
of national-championship competition as a club sport.

1993: Women’s volleyball program wins its 
second PSAC championship.

1993: Baseball wins second NCAA regional 
championship and a trip to the World Series.

1993: Women’s soccer plays its first season.

1995: Women’s cross country and track and 
field programs win PSAC championships.

1995: Women’s water polo wins NCAA 
national championship.

1996: School-record four wrestlers win NCAA 
individual championships.

1996: Golf wins its fourth consecutive PSAC 
championship and the 14th in program history.

1996: A school-record four Rock wrestlers win 
individual NCAA regional championships.

N. Kerr Thompson, for whom the stadium was origi-
nally named in 1974, led The Rock to 126 victories in 

24 seasons (1920-45). His 1924 and 1939 teams, each 
of which had an 8-0 win-loss record, are the only squads 

in Rock football history to complete a season unbeaten 
and untied. The state’s sportswriters crowned the 1939 Rock 

team as the Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference champion. 
Thompson’s 1933 team had a 7-0-1 record and his 1945 team finished with a 3-0-1 mark 
and are the only other Rock squads to go through a season unbeaten.

Before the stadium was completed in 1974, Slippery Rock’s football team played its 
home games on Thompson Field next to Morrow Field House, which is also named in 
honor of the former coach and is now used as a recreational field.

The stadium was renamed in 2011 to recognize Mihalik’s 40 years of dedication to 
the University.

“It was truly humbling and heartwarming to have the stadium renamed in honor of me 
and my family,” Mihalik said. “I really can’t put into words what it means, other than to say 
it means a lot. I am truly appreciative. Seeing our name added to the stadium was a magical 
moment for everyone in our family and one we will always treasure.”

Mihalik-Thompson Stadium is the home field for all Slippery Rock 
University football, field hockey and lacrosse games and is also used for 
select home soccer games and track and field competition. The stadium 
complex also includes Bob DiSpirito Field, the Jerry Bejbl Weight 
Training Center, the William C. Lennox Track and the Field Hockey 
and Lacrosse Center.

The artificial-turf playing surface at Mihalik-Thompson Stadium was 
named in honor of Bob DiSpirito, who compiled a 79-60-3 record in 15 sea-
sons (1967-80, 1987) as The Rock’s Head Football Coach. DiSpirito coached 
Rock teams to three consecutive PSAC championships from 1972-74.

As was the case for Rose 
and Egli, “ ‘Coach D’ had 
a major impact on the 
University because of his 
involvement with the football 
program and as a teacher 
in the parks and recreation 
department,” said Bruce 
Boliver, a former player on 
DiSpirito-coached teams in 

“  He [Bill Lennox] had 
discipline and rules 
as both a coach and 
teacher that greatly 
benefitted the stu-
dents he served.” 

– bruce boliver

FIELD HOCKEY AND LACROSSE CENTER

JERRY BEIBL 
WEIGHT TRAINING 

CENTER

bob dispirito field
william C. lenox traCk
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the mid 1970s and later a colleague on the faculty. “The relationship he developed with his 
student-athletes in the classroom as well as on the football field was a very good one and is 
frankly something that’s missing when you have full-time coaches who are not members of 
the faculty. He had discipline and rules as both a coach and teacher that greatly benefitted 
the students he served.”

The Jerry Bejbl Weight Training Center was built in 1997. Bejbl, a former Rock foot-
ball and baseball standout, made a sizeable donation that helped fund the building and 
equipment in the facility.

“Jerry is one individual who has never forgotten what the University did for him and what 
Rock football did for him,” Mihalik said. “It is a real tribute to 
Jerry that he felt it was appropriate to endow a scholarship and 
underwrite a weight center project to help young men gain an 
education and be successful student-athletes.”

 Bejbl (BAY-bull), a member of SRU’s Class of 1963 and 
1986 inductee into the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame, was the 
first Rock football player to have his jersey retired.

William C. Lennox Track, the outdoor home of The 
Rock women’s and men’s track and field programs, is named in honor of a former SRU 
student-athlete, track and field coach and athletic director.

Lennox, a member of Slippery Rock’s Class of 1959, coached SRU to the 1979 NCAA 
Division III men’s outdoor national championship, nine conference championships and 
13 unbeaten seasons. He tallied a total of 178 wins in his 14-year coaching career.

The 1979 men’s track and field national title is one of only two team national champi-
onships in SRU history.

Lennox, who concluded his Rock career by serving as the athletic director for 12 years 
before retiring in 1994, was inducted into the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1995 after serving 
the Green and White for more than 30 years as a student-athlete, coach and administrator.

“Bill Lennox’s achievements as a coach speak for themselves in terms of his legacy 
in that area,” said Boliver, who served as associate AD under Lennox. “As an athletic 
director, he really cared about every sport and advocated that our student-athletes and 
coaches support each other.”

“Bill was the kind of guy you would want to go to war with,” said Carpenter, who 
served as SID under Lennox. “He didn’t just tell you what you wanted to hear, he gave 
you an honest answer. He was a great guy to work for, a quality person, a great coach 
and an excellent teacher.”

Morrow Field House, named in honor of Slippery Rock’s first president, is the home 
of The Rock athletic, physical education and dance department offices and the home 

      

1997: Steve Rihel wins the NCAA outdoor track 
and field national championship in javelin throw.

1997: Men’s soccer student-athlete 
Mike Habalar becomes SRU’s first two-time 
Academic All-America first-team selection.

1998: Football team wins the only 
regional championship in program history.

1999: Kirk Phillips named as the 
men’s water polo National Player of the Year.

1999: Sonya Maher becomes the first-ever 
women’s soccer All-American.

2000: Football program earns a share of its 
fourth consecutive PSAC-West championship.

2000: Women’s basket-
ball wins regional champion-
ship and advances to NCAA 
Elite Eight.

2000: Rock Pride cam-
paign begins. The mascot 

Rocky, “Pride of the Rock,” is introduced.

2000: Baseball wins third NCAA regional title 
and a trip to the World Series.

2000: Nikita Lewis wins the NCAA indoor and 
outdoor track and field national championships in 
the long jump and triple jump.

2001: Judo dropped from ranks of varsity 
sports programs.

2002: Jack Critchfield Park becomes baseball 
team’s home facility.

2003: Women’s tennis wins PSAC champion-
ship, NCCA regional championship and a trip to the 
Round of 16.

2003: Baseball wins fourth NCAA regional 
title and a trip to the World Series.

2003: Women’s soccer wins its first PSAC 
championship.

2003: Football plays their first game “under 
the lights” at N. Kerr Thompson Stadium.

2003: School-record-tying four wrestlers win 
NCAA regional individual championships.

2004: Women’s track and field student-
athlete Karyn McCready wins NCAA national 
championship.

2004: Women’s track and field program suc-
cessfully defends its PSAC championship.

2005: 
Women’s soccer 
wins its  
second PSAC  
championship.

2006: Men’s golf, swimming, tennis, water 
polo and wrestling dropped as intercollegiate 
sports. Women’s field hockey, water polo and 
swimming programs dropped as intercollegiate 
sports. Field hockey later reinstated.

2006: Female student athletes bring Title IX 
suit against SRU.

2006: Women’s track and field program wins 
the first of four consecutive PSAC championships.

2007: Meghan McGrath becomes the 
University’s first two-time women’s soccer first-
team All-American.

2007: SRU settles Title IX gender equity suit.

“  Jerry [Bejbl] is one indi-
vidual who has never for-
gotten what the University 
did for him and what Rock 
Football did for him.” 

– George Mihalik 

morrow field house
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venue for volleyball, basketball and indoor track and field competitions.
Locker rooms for men’s and women’s basketball, volleyball, men’s soccer, cross coun-

try, track and field and women’s tennis and a spacious athletic training room facility are 
also located in the field house.

The field house also features a large synthetic “Grasstex” surface adjacent to the main arena 
that provides space for year-round practices, as well as an Olympic-size swimming pool.

Located on the lower level of the field house are two of the primary weight training 
facilities on campus, the Garry W. Benford Weight Room and the Women’s Athletics 
Training Room. All sports have access to the Benford Room, while all female athletes 
have access to the Women’s Training Room.

The Garry W. Benford Weight Room is named in honor of a former Rock student-
athlete and longtime benefactor who has earned national and world powerlifting 
championships.

The weight room, which is only available to varsity athletes with coaches’ supervision, 
features racks, benches, dumbbells and various other training tools and is located adja-
cent to the basketball court on the lower level of the field house.

Rounding out the athletic-related facilities is the Patricia Zimmerman Field Hockey 
Field, a natural-grass facility located at the intersection of Harmony and 
Keister Roads on the southeast corner of the SRU campus.

The Patricia Zimmerman Field Hockey Field, as 
the name indicates, once served as the home field 
for Rock field hockey competitions, which are now 
played on the artificial turf at Mihalik-Thompson 
Stadium.

The field was named in honor of a former Rock 
field hockey coach and physical education faculty 
member. Considered by many to be “the mother of 

Rock field hockey,” Zimmerman coached the Green and White from 
1961-83 and recorded a winning record in each of her first 18 seasons as 
head coach.

“Pat Zimmerman was a true pioneer and a great role model for all 
of us,” said Jan Kasnevich, who played on Zimmerman-coached Rock teams and later 
joined her as a faculty member. “She was dedicated to her players and students and led 
by example in a humble, low-profile way.”

“Coach was a caring individual, but also a hard-nosed coach. She made sure we did 
things the right way and, in the process, prepared us for both wins and losses on the field 
and in life. She made sure we kept everything in its proper perspective.”

      

2007: Women’s lacrosse program is reinstated.

2007: SRU wins PSAC Dixon 
Trophy as the conference’s top all-
around athletic program.

2007: Women’s indoor 
track and field program wins the 
first of three consecutive PSAC 
championships.

2008: Brad Mueller becomes the first and only 
Rock men’s track and field student-athlete to claim 
an NCAA indoor national championship.

2008: Women’s tennis team wins NCAA 
regional championship.

2008: Men’s and women’s track and field 
programs record sweep of PSAC indoor and outdoor 
team championships.

2009: Matt Adams named 
Division II Daktronics, Inc. National 
Player of the Year and selected by the 
St. Louis Cardinals in the 23rd round 
of the amateur baseball draft.

2009: Men’s soccer program 
wins PSAC championship.

2009: Women’s indoor 
track and field wins third consecutive PSAC 
championship.

2009: Women’s outdoor track and field wins 
its fourth consecutive PSAC championship and the 
15th in program history.

2010: Women’s track and field student-athlete 
Jennifer Hansen becomes The Rock’s fourth two-
time Academic All-America first-team selection.

2010: Women’s tennis team wins NCAA 
regional championship.

2011: Whitney Hendershot wins NCAA high 
jump national championship.

2012: University renames N. Kerr Thompson 
Stadium Mihalik-Thompson Stadium in honor  
of head football coach and Rock graduate  
George Mihalik.

2012: Amy Halls becomes the 
Rock’s first four-time women’s lacrosse 
All-PSAC selection. 

2012: Women’s soccer program 
wins its third PSAC championship.

2012: Cameron Daugherty wins the men’s 
NCAA track and field outdoor national championship..

2012: Former Rock men’s soccer student-athlete 
Todd Olsen becomes the first person in PSAC history 
to be inducted into the Capital One Academic All-
America Hall of Fame co-sponsored by the College 
Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA). 

2013: Men’s basketball records first-ever 
NCAA Division II tournament victory.

2013: Men’s soccer team wins its fifth PSAC 
championship. 

2013: Women’s soccer team wins regional 
championship and earns national Elite Eight berth 
for the first time in program history.

2013: Rock football team wins PSAC-West 
title, earns conference runner-up honor and first 
NCAA playoff berth since 1999.

“  She [Pat Zimmerman] 
made sure we did 
things the right way 
and, in the process, 
prepared us for both 
wins and losses on the 
field and in life. She 
made sure we kept 
everything in its proper 
perspective.” 

– Jan Kasnevich
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TheROCK
I am

Jeff Wangler, ’81, marketing
President of AiReS
dAY JOB: i am president of Aires, a relocation management company. We relocate 
corporate employees worldwide when their company transfers them. Love the job 
because each day is different and i get to interact with some really, really quality 
people who care about providing spectacular customer service. We have several 
slippery rock University graduates working at Aires.

BACKGROUNd: right after graduating from college, i worked for three years as 
the general manager of a country club where i learned a lot about serving people, 
managing people and managing a budget. i then worked for several years in the 
transportation business where i called on my current company. i came to Aires as 
an account manager, was promoted to sales manager, then general manager of the 
Huntington beach, calif., office where i lived for five years. Thirteen years ago, i was 
transferred back to pittsburgh as vice president. Two years ago i was promoted to 
president at our headquarters in pittsburgh.

iNFLUeNCe OF SRU: i truly can’t say enough about my education at slippery rock 
University. i studied business and marketing and really loved the professors that i 
had. They were challenging and had great experience. Most importantly they listened 
when you had questions and were never too busy to talk and give advice. At slippery 
rock, i learned a lot about life. i still keep in touch with my two roommates from The 
rock and probably about 30 others. The great part: each and every one of them is 
successful. slippery rock University enabled me to grow and learn in so many differ-
ent ways and that was the backbone for giving me a great work ethic, strong skills 
and certainly drive and determination. 

i give back to slippery rock by helping to sponsor a baseball scholarship for a great 
friend, richard “chip” shearer, who passed away the first day of our sophomore year. 
it is a privilege to give back, along with chip’s father, Dick shearer, and Jim stracka 
’80, in honor of chip’s life and time at The rock.
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