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Dear Friends,

June 4th marked my second anniversary as president of Slippery Rock University. It’s 
been an incredible, albeit busy, two years. I want to thank you for your continued support 
and for literally adopting Henry and me. Through you, we’ve come to know and embrace 
the people, programs and traditions that define this exceptional place called SRU.

One of the most enjoyable parts of my job is getting to meet with alumni and 
donors in both public gatherings and private conversations. Those encounters pro-
vide an opportunity for me to listen to your stories and absorb your passion for the 
University. They also give me an opportunity to share with you the latest SRU news 
and how our successes are being recognized regionally and nationally.

And, boy, do we have a lot of successes to share.
For the first time in our history, an SRU student was honored with the Syed R. Ali-Zadi 

Award for Academic Excellence, and another student won the NCAA Division II Arthur 
Ashe, Jr. National Leadership and Sportsmanship Award.

Rebecca Burcher, who graduated in May with dual degrees in dance and community 
programs for Americans with disabilities and a 4.0 GPA, won the Ali-Zadi Award, 
which represents the top graduating senior in the PASSHE system. Her degree in com-
munity programs for Americans with disabilities includes a specialization in adapted 
physical activity. She is also enrolled in the fifth-year master in science program in 
adapted physical activity at SRU and will earn her graduate degree next year. 

Recent Slippery Rock University graduate and women’s tennis captain Lauren Coggins 
earned the prestigious Arthur Ashe, Jr. National Leadership and Sportsmanship Award. 
The award is presented annually to just one male and one female tennis player from each 
level of collegiate competition who have exhibited outstanding sportsmanship and leader-
ship, as well as scholastic, extracurricular and tennis achievements.

David Reinhardt, a Slippery Rock University exercise science major from Bradford, 
won the NCAA Division II National Championship in the men’s javelin at the 
Outdoor Track and Field National Championships. The win also earned him his first 
career All-America honor.

In another first, Jeanne Powell Furrie, a 1945 Slippery Rock University physical 
education graduate and longtime University benefactor, bequeathed the largest legacy 
gift in SRU’s 125- year history – $735,000 to date – as part of her estate. The funds 
have been earmarked for the Jeanne P. Furrie Scholarship fund at SRU. 

SRU students, alumni, faculty and staff are accomplished, committed and passion-
ate. They make a positive difference in their disciplines, communities and in the lives 
of others. I am honored to be part of the family.

      Sincerely,
 

 
 
      Cheryl Norton, president

VIEW from the ROCK
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About the cover
Pearl K. Stoner Instructional Complex 
(West Gym) has been one of the most 
recognizable buildings on campus since 
the beginning. Its round design and lion 
statuettes, a gift from the class of 1908, 
create a distinct impression.

To our readers

The ROCK

The ROCK is published three times annually by the 
Office of University Public Relations for alumni and 
friends of the University.

Send address changes to:
University Public Relations
201 Old Main
1 Morrow Way
Slippery Rock, PA 16057

CRediTS
executive editor: Rita Abent, executive director, 
University Public Relations.

editor: Gordon Ovenshine, senior writer, University 
Public Relations.

designer: Sandy Busch, publications manager; Megan 
Shrever, intern, University Public Relations.

Contributors: Bob McComas, former sports informa-
tion director; Jon Holtz, assistant sports information 
director.

Photographers: University Public Relations; Alumni 
Relations; SRU alumni; Alex Mowrey, student. Thanks 
to Judy Silva, Kevin McLatchy and Michael Ponzurick  
of University Archives for their efforts in providing  
historical photos. SPECIAL THANKS to Robert Watson  
for allowing the generous use of the content and  
images from “Slippery Rock University: The Legend 
Behind the Name”.

The ROCK is an Educational Advertising, Collegiate 
Advertising and CUPRAP (Cuppie) award winner.

Slippery Rock University is a member 
of the Pennsylvania State System 

of higher education

The celebration of Slippery Rock University’s 
125th anniversary continues in this edition of The 
ROCK. In January we asked readers to share what 
you love about Slippery Rock University. Thanks for 
taking the time to tell us what makes SRU special 
to you. Be sure to check out the center feature, 
“125 things we love about SRU.” We bet you’ll find 
yourself smiling and nodding in agreement.

SRU lost a friend and champion when Jeanne 
Powell Furrie, ’45, passed away. A physical educa-
tion graduate and advocate for women’s athletics, 
Furrie’s long-time support of her beloved SRU was 
well known. Now, her estate plans to make the 
largest legacy gift in University history. You can 
read about her life and influence in this edition.

A hallmark of an SRU education is that learning 
takes place both inside and outside the class-
room. We take a look at the history of student 
involvement with bringing big-time speakers and 
entertainers such as Robert Frost, Salt-n-Pepa and 
Jimmy Fallon to campus – and the lessons learned 
along the way. 

 SRU’s development of international education 
stands as one of the University’s lesser-known 
success stories. Launched as a program in the late 
1960s, internationalism prepares graduates for a 
global platform and enriches campus. 

Thank you for your support of SRU. 

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
 

      www.SRU.edu      3 

10  SRU’s history Rife with  
Big-Time Visitors

14 As the world turns

17  125 things we love  
about SRU

25  Grads celebrate 125th  
with gifts, memories

28 everyday miracles

34  Jeanne Powell Furrie, 
‘45

36  New giving initiatives 
honor SRU’s 125th 
Anniversary 

Contents: Spring 2014

Like us on Facebook at:
www.Facebook.com/slipperyrockuniversity



4      The ROCK     Spring 2014       www.SRU.edu      5 

ROCK byteS

University celebrates 125 milestone 

SRU earns 
environmental 
plaudit 

For the fifth consecu-
tive year, SRU has been 
named one of the 332 
most environmentally responsible colleges 
in the U.S. and Canada, by The Princeton 
Review for its demonstrated exemplary 
commitment to sustainability in its academ-
ics, campus infrastructure, activities and 
career preparation.

The Princeton Review is an education 
services company known for its test prep 
programs and college rankings, ratings 
and guidebooks. SRU is among the col-
leges and universities profiled in the fifth 
annual edition of its free, downloadable 
book, “The Princeton Review’s Guide to 
332 Green Colleges.”

SRU names vice  
president for finance 

Amir Mohammadi 
has been named SRU’s 
new vice president for 
finance and administra-
tion. Most recently, he 
served as executive vice 
president and university 
treasurer at Delaware 
State University. 

“His expertise and 
dedication to all 

facets of academic administration and 
academic life, along with his wealth of 
expertise not only in finance, but also in 
a broad array of higher education areas, 
including sustainability, made him an 
outstanding candidate,” said Cheryl 
Norton, SRU president. 

In the beginning there were trees, fields, a creek and cows – 
and very few people.

What a contrast to Slippery Rock University today, a vibrant 
place of learning for more than 8,500 students. The University 
community celebrated the day it officially opened its doors 
March 26, 1889 with a “Founders’ Day” event March 26, 2014. 

The daylong celebration included a group picture, histori-
cal reviews and greetings from VIPs, including U.S. President 
Barack Obama.

Obama’s good wishes read: “I am pleased to join in celebrat-
ing your school’s 125th anniversary. Since your school’s found-
ing, faculty and staff have prepared students to meet the chal-
lenges of their time. And by cultivating passion for learning, 
schools like yours help ensure the doors of opportunity continue 
to open wide for all who are willing to dream big.” 

SRU President Cheryl Norton, the University’s 16th president, 
opened the formal part of the day with remarks in the alumni 
house and collected 20 resolutions, proclamations, commenda-
tions and greetings marking the momentous occasion. A birth-
day party followed in the Smith Student Center.

The yearlong celebration began with a formal kick-off in 
January followed by weekly programs and a daily initiative that 
includes reading the names of all students who attended the 
University. The College of Humanities, Fine and Performing 
Arts presented an “Evening of the Arts” March 28. A grand 
gala, “Through the Looking Glass,” staged May 31, helped raise 
scholarships for SRU. June 21, the University and community 
gathered for a picnic to celebrate the contributions of the found-
ing families and the community.

Senior captures PASShe  
Ali-Zaidi award

Rebecca Burcher, a graduating 
senior from Walnut Creek, Calif., 
is this year’s winner of the Syed Ali-
Zaidi Award for Academic Excellence 
presented by the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education. 

Burcher, nominated by SRU, is the 
first SRU student to win the honor, 
which includes a medallion and 
$1,000. 

“The candidates for this award are 
outstanding students and citizens and 
serve as a testament to the opportuni-
ties PASSHE provides not only for suc-
cess, but to excel,” said Frank Brogan, 
PASSHE chancellor. Each PASSHE 
university is permitted to submit one 
nominee. 
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SRU earns safety honors
SRU has been keeping some good company – and some safe company. The University 

has been cited as one of the Top 60 Safest Colleges in America. 
The report, compiled by University Primetime, lists SRU at 34th for 2014.
“Safety is always our top priority,” said SRU Police Chief Michael Simmons. “We strive 

to keep our students, faculty, staff and visitors safe. That safety depends in large part on 
everyone who is on our campus. We urge everyone to be aware of their surroundings and to 
report, and avoid, any suspicious activity they might see.” 

“While our officers are vigilant, it is truly the fact that our entire community works hard 
to keep our campus a safe place to grow and learn,” he said. 

SRU earns world sustainability ranking
SRU’s sustainability initiatives earned recognition when the University was ranked 43 of 

301 universities worldwide in the University of Indonesia’s 2013 Green Metric University 
Sustainability Ranking. The survey assessed and compared higher education sustainability prac-
tices, with more emphasis on preservation of the campus environment than other green surveys.

PASShe approves  
special education doctorate

The Pennsylvania State System of 
Higher Education has approved a doctor-
ate degree in special education at SRU.

The doctorate, the first such doctoral 
degree in the system, will equip college 
faculty to prepare teachers to be effective in 
inclusive classroom settings and/or to serve 
in special education leadership positions 
in the K-12 system or with related support 
service agencies. 

A launch is planned for 2015.

John Ziegler, a veteran in technology 
development and implementation, has 
been named SRU’s new associate pro-
vost for information technology. Ziegler 
most recently served as executive director 
of computer and technology services at 
Duquesne University. 

Ziegler said his initial goals are to assess 
the University’s current state of technol-
ogy, determine future needs and examine 
how better procedures might boost tech-
nology use. He also hopes to develop a 
new email system for faculty and staff. 

“We are putting together a number of 
ideas and people to make technology a 
real campus effort,” he said.

SRU launches online  
history master’s degree

SRU is bringing back the master of arts 
degree in history, this time as an online 
program that gives students anywhere 
convenient access to graduate level educa-
tion. The program targets recent gradu-
ates, teachers who want to enhance their 
credentials and military personnel.

The Rocket captures 37 awards
The student newspaper, The Rocket, earned 37 awards in a variety of competitions 

including eight 2013 Mark of Excellence Awards from the Society of Professional 
Journalists. Alex Mowrey, the newspaper’s photo editor and a communication major 
from San Diego, Calif., earned five awards, among them the top spot in three categories.

The Rocket scored 27 honors from the Society for Collegiate Journalists including eight 
first-place awards, and it earned the First Place with Special Merit Award and was one of 
two student newspapers nationally to receive theMost Outstanding University Newspaper 
for 2013-14 from the American  
Scholastic Press Association.

Students bring cosmos to light
The earth, stars and galaxies exploded in color when 

SRU students gave stargazers celestial tours during a  
spring cosmos program.

Captivating audiences during a multi-week series were stu-
dents who expressed thanks for the education that has enabled 
them to become night sky explorers, video technicians  
and cosmos presentation artists. 

“As a computer science major, producing a  
planetarium show has really helped me grow  
by giving me an outlet; a goal to achieve,” said  
Daniel Arnett of Butler and head presenter.  
“I am solving problems that have never been  
solved before and in ways that have never been  
attempted, all because SRU gives students  
all the resources we need to thrive.”

Ziegler joins SRU  
as iT associate provost 
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Gwen Kochanowski Phillips, 
’68, education
Home: 
Midland, Mich.

Profession: 
I taught for one year in my hometown of 
Aliquippa, at Center Township Elementary 
School. In 1969, I married my husband, 
Ray Phillips, who graduated from Grove 
City College, and moved to Midland, 
Mich., where I taught fifth grade.  After 
three years in Midland, we moved to 
Elizabethtown, Ky., where I taught in a 
four-room school with all eight grades. It 
was a wonderful experience. We moved 
back to Michigan in 1974, and I taught at 
the elementary level until I retired in 2002.

Hobbies:  
My husband and I love to cook together. 
We really enjoy spending summers at our 
Les Cheneaux Island cottage in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. 

Greatest accomplishment: 
My greatest accomplishment was teaching 
my wonderful students for 34 years. 

Why I give: 
I fondly remember my days at Slippery 
Rock, Old Main, the Chapel, North Hall–
and just walking around the campus to get 
to classes. I remember the wonderful pro-
fessors that helped me become the person 
and teacher I am today. They were truly 
an influential and inspiring part of my 
college years. I give so others can enjoy the 
benefits of SRU because I had the oppor-
tunity to attend Slippery Rock, teach and 
have an impact on my students’ lives. It is 
so important to encourage students today 
to choose teaching as a lifelong career. We 
need them to help prepare future genera-
tions to become positive, contributing 
members of society.  
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SRU welcomes Nanjing students
Ten students and an instructor from Nanjing University in Nanjing, China, spent 

several weeks at SRU this spring enhancing their English language skills and learning new 
skills related to the hospitality industry. 

The project, headed by Kurt Schimmel, dean of SRU’s College of Business, 
Information and Social Sciences, Genevieve Bordogna, associate director for international 
student admissions, Tess Crispin, adviser for international and study abroad, and Steve 
Park, ESL program director, is the result of SRU’s recent travel to Chinese universities. 

“The China visit, headed by President [Cheryl] Norton is paying rewards,” Schimmel 
said. The visit included talks with leaders from a number of Chinese universities all con-
sidering various means of partnering with SRU. 

“As China continues to expand opportunities for upper-, and upper-middle class people 
to travel, along with seeing an increase in international tourists, there is a growing need 
for hospitality services. We told our Chinese hosts about our programs, and working 
together we created a program that allows their students to study the hospitality industry 
here,” he said. 

The course work involves English-as-a-second-language classes as well as work in food 
safety and food preparation, hotel management, event planning, and how to undertake 
regional tourism and sports tourism programs, Schimmel said. 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony and the 
opening of a time capsule sealed in 1958 
highlighted the April 25 rededication of 
SRU’s Patterson Hall. 

The new academic building was remod-
eled from a former campus residence hall. 
It is now the home of the exercise and reha-
bilitative sciences, parks and recreation and 
criminology and criminal justice depart-
ments, SRU’s Honors Program and the 
Office of Grants and Sponsored Research 
Office. A few art classes are also offered in 
the building.

The building, constructed in 1958 as 
a men’s dormitory, was named for Lewis 
Patterson who donated the land on which the 
original buildings of the Slippery Rock State 
Normal School were built in 1889. SRU is 
currently celebrating its 125th anniversary 
with a yearlong celebration of its founding. 

“We recovered the time capsule as part 
of the renovation work,” said Pearl Shaffer, 
associate director of alumni engagement 

SRU re-dedicates Patterson hall 

and event planner for the dedication. Emma 
Guffey Miller, then-president of the SRU 
Council of Trustees and for whom SRU’s 
Miller Auditorium is named, applied the last 
bit of cement to seal the cornerstone that 
held the time capsule in place. 

A $2.6 million addition to the former 
residence hall provided space for new class-
rooms, exercise laboratories and student-
faculty research space for the department of 
exercise and rehabilitative sciences.

Brainy students  
study addiction

Seventeen psychology students dis-
played more than 30 artworks illustrat-
ing the effects of addiction on the brain. 
The series included an art gallery as part 
of a “Peace, Love and Brains!” program 
shedding light on brain health. The series 
included panel discussions and a lantern 
ceremony, corresponded with the interna-
tional Brain Awareness Campaign.
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Philosophy professor explores 
emmanuel Levinas

Tom Sparrow, SRU instructor of philoso-
phy, has written “Levinas Unhinged.” The 
book presents his research on French philoso-
pher Emmanuel Levinas.

Sparrow said his book is notable “because it 
not only offers a novel reading of the philoso-
pher’s work, one which opens up new avenues 
into this corpus, it is also interdisciplinary in scope. It will 
not only help to draw new readers into Levinas’ philoso-
phy, it should spark new ways of reading and applying his 
thoughts in non-philosophical fields.”

Published by Zero Books, “Levinas Unhinged” is available 
on Amazon.com

Alumna shares ovarian cancer 
experience

Susan “Cavalline” Evans, ’70, has co-writ-
ten “Don’t Write the Obituary Yet,” sharing 
her experience with ovarian cancer. Thomas 
Krivak, her physician, is the other author. 

Evans provides the story of her journey, 
writing from a creative and semi-humorous 
voice. All proceeds of book sales and speaking engagements 
will be donated to the Evans-Krivak Gynecological Cancer 
Research and Education Fund. 

Published by Word Association Publishers, her book is 
available at Amazon.com

Nelson pens nursing books
Ramona Nelson, SRU professor emeritus 

of nursing, has co-written three books about 
technology and nursing. The e books are: 
“Introduction to Computers for Healthcare 
Professionals,” co-written with Irene Joos and 
Marjorie Smith; “Health Informatics:  
An Interprofessional Approach,” co-writ-
ten with Nancy Staggers; and “Social Media for Nurses: 
Educating Practitioners and Patients for a Networked 
World,” co-written with Irene Joos and Debra Wolf.

The books are available at Amazon.com.

UnIVERSITy BOOKSHELF
New books by SRU faculty and alumni

ANOTHER FIRST: U.S. military veterans attending SRU now 
have more convenient access to healthcare. SRU and Butler 
County Veteran’s Administration officials signed an agreement 
providing Telehealth Services to SRU student veterans. SRU 
President Cheryl Norton and Jim Torok, telehealth/virtual care 
program manager at the Butler VA and a 2002 SRU graduate, 
signed the agreement. SRU is the first university in the common-
wealth to pen an agreement and one of the first in the country to 
support the Telehealth initiative. Telehealth is a national program 
that uses electronic information and telecommunication technolo-
gies to support long-distance clinical health care, patient and  
profession health-related education, public health and health 
administration. The system will allow student veterans to use  
video-conferencing, the Internet, store-and-forward imaging, 
streaming media and terrestrial and wireless communication to 
connect with VA health services. SRU’s first Telehealth unit will 
be located in the McLachlan Student Health Center, with a second 
unit to be installed in the Student Veterans’ Center. (Photo by 
Alex Mowrey, a communication major from San Diego, Calif.)

VETERANS CENTER OPENS: (With scissors) John Beckage, 
president of the Student Veterans’ Association at SRU, and Cheryl 
Norton, SRU president, cut a ribbon signifying the opening of the 
SRU Student Veterans’ Center. The center provides dedicated space 
and resources for veterans to help ensure a successful transition to 
the University. Joining the celebration were SRU Trustees Robert 
Taylor, Sen. Mary Jo White and Bill McCarrier, State Reps. Dick 
Stevenson and Jared Gibbons, staff assistants representing state Sen. 
Elder Vogel and U.S. Congressman Mike Kelly, representatives 
from the Veterans Affairs Administration, donors to the project, 
Student Government Association President Rogers Clements and 
Robert Watson, interim vice president for student affairs.
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Check out the historical 
timeline of SRU at:
www.sru.edu/ 
125celebration/Pages/
Timeline.aspx 
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The mummy’s course
It was almost as if students could feel 

the wind-swept dust and glimpse the tomb 
treasures of Egypt’s Valley of the Kings 
when a mummification expert lectured 
during a history class. 

Students bridged the millennia when 
Samuel Farmerie, education professor emeri-
tus at Westminster College, discussed and 
demonstrated Egyptian mummification on a 
mock victim, Carly Goodine, an SRU exer-
cise science major from Nova Scotia, Canada. 

Carlis White, SRU associate professor of 
history, invited Farmerie to guest lecture 
during his “Egyptology” class. Farmerie 
serves as curator of the Westminster College 
Artifact Collection. 

ROCK FILeS

Shaevitz gives SRU  
cutting-edge 3-d printer

Ben Shaevitz, professor of physics and 
pre-engineering, said he bought a $700 
Robo 3D printer to give budding engi-
neers prototype learning opportunities. 
The technology enables students to create 
three-dimensional, solid objects, under 
computer control. 

“Students in the physics and pre-
engineering clubs were very anxious to 
learn about this emerging technology,” he 
said. “I thought this was an opportunity to 
pique their interest,” Shaevitz said. 

SRU field hockey team  
carries best GPA in U.S.

The SRU field hockey team has posted 
the highest cumulative grade point aver-
age of all NCAA Division II field hockey 
teams to earn the Academic Team Award 
from the National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association and Gladiator by SGI. 

The Rock has ranked in the top-five in 
cumulative grade point average in each of 
the last five years and has now posted the 
best team GPA in the country three times 
in the last five years. 

SRU had a cumulative team GPA after 
the fall semester of 3.56, more than a tenth 
of a point higher than the next best team 
in the nation. 

Papa earns ‘Coach of Year’ 
title; SRU freshman honored

SRU captured two major Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference awards for the 
2013-14 indoor track and field season 
when John Papa, head coach, was named 
the women’s Coach of the Year, and 
freshman pole vaulter Jordan Pacheco, an 
undeclared major from Rockaway, N.J., 
was named the men’s Freshman of the 
Year.  The win was Papa’s 19th career 
PSAC Coach of the Year honor and the 
third of his career for women’s indoor 
track and field. Pacheco was named 
Freshman of the Year after an impres-
sive debut in the pole vault. He won the 
conference championship in the event 
and qualified to compete at the NCAA 
Division II National Championships with 
a clearance of 3.90 meters. 

iPads boost learning potential
Be honest: When you first saw an iPad, did you immediately think, “Oh, a textbook delivery 

system?” Probably not, but an SRU assistant professor of secondary education/foundations of 
education and a 2009 SRU education graduate are using the electronic devices in just that way.

Faculty member Jason Hilton, who joined SRU in 2012, and Joseph Canciello, a high 
school literature teacher at New Castle’s Union High School, are combining their skills 
and their research to help students be better prepared for digital learning by using the 
popular electronic devices as textbooks and learning tools. 

Professor’s plays hit  
international stages

David Skeele, SRU professor of theatre 
and playwright who specializes in the horror 
genre, had three of his original plays selected 
for performance on the international stage. 

The University of Basel in Basel, 
Switzerland, performed “Starla,” “The 
Margins” and “Hungry Jane” in the spring. 
Australia gave Skeele a call too, when Lexx 
Productions in Canberra, Australia, asked 
to perform “Hungry Jane” in its October 
festival of short plays. 

Students travel overseas 
More than 325 students and staff spent spring break, studying abroad in nearly a 

dozen countries as part of spring semester courses that include an international travel 
component as a way of expanding their education. New destinations this year included 
Cuba and Denmark. Other countries on this year’s itinerary included Ireland, England, 
France, Italy, Sweden, Spain, Costa Rica, the Bahamas and Greece.

CHAMPION: Recent SRU  
graduate and women’s tennis 
captain Lauren Coggins has 
been honored with the presti-
gious Arthur Ashe, Jr. National 
Leadership and Sportsmanship 
Award presented by the 
Intercollegiate Tennis  
Association. The award is pre-
sented annually to just one male 
and one female tennis player.  
The award goes to players who 
have exhibited outstanding sports-
manship and leadership, as well  
as scholastic, extracurricular and 
tennis achievements. Coggins  
will receive the award as part  
of activities at the U.S. Open.
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Tiffany and Frank Aloi
Home:

Cranberry Township.

Profession:

I serve as Slippery Rock University 
assistant director of financial aid. Frank 
works as senior investment adviser 
and vice president at PNC Financial 
Services’ Hawthorn Group.

Hobbies:

I am an avid reader and scrap booker. 
In his spare time, Frank is a painter and 
a writer. 

Accomplishments:

We both earned our masters’ degrees. 
Frank works as a chartered financial 
analyst, and we are both involved in the 
activities of Plains Presbyterian Church 
in Cranberry. I serve as the moderator 
of the board of deacons, while Frank is 
a member of the board of session, trea-
surer and recently chaired the pastor 
nominating committee.

Why we give:

We both grew up in homes where 
money was not in abundance, and 
we struggled, saved and worked to 
afford our college educations. We 
have been so very blessed with what 
God has given us and feel moved to 
help students today who are in need of 
assistance paying for college. Slippery 
Rock University offers a great educa-
tion at a reasonable cost. We know 
many SRU graduates who are pillars of 
their communities, and we want to be a 
small part of continuing this wonderful 
legacy.
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Long-time humanities educators retire

IN AGREEMENT: Cheryl Norton (left), SRU president, was joined by Shen Jiufu, 
president of China’s Xi’an Fanyi University, in SRU’s North Hall for a formal exchange 
agreement signing. The universities signed three agreements. One for a partnership for a 
master of arts in English, a second for a 3+2 from tourism management, hotel manage-
ment and English for tourism to a bachelor of science in hospitality, event management 
and tourism, and the third for a 3+1+1 articulation agreement for human resource 
management, financial management and marketing to a bachelor of science in business 
administration, to be followed by a master of business administration. The exchange 
could begin by fall semester 2014.

With more than 100 years of combined teaching, they deserve a round of applause. 
Thom “TC” Cobb, professor of dance, Nanette Kaplan Soloman, professor of music who 
taught piano, Stacey Steele, assistant professor of music who taught flute, and Stephen 
Hawk, professor of music and father of jazz at SRU, retired this spring.

They have helped hundreds of students improve their skills, propelling them to gradu-
ate programs and successful careers as educators and musicians.

Cobb joined SRU in 1978 and received numerous University and other awards. He taught 
choreography and dance, inspiring students with his caring approach and trademark scarf.

Kaplan Soloman joined SRU in 1977 and enthused students with tutorials, classes in 
history of music and many faculty recitals and concerts. 

Steele joined SRU in 1988 and taught applied flute, flute choir, chamber flutes and 
elementary school music.

Hawk joined SRU in 1989. He directed the Marching Band, Wind Ensemble, Jazz 
Ensemble, Brass Band and Trumpet Ensemble. He taught orchestration, music technol-
ogy, jazz history and jazz rehearsal, among other classes. 

Thom “TC” Cobb Nanette Kaplan Soloman Stacey Steele Stephen hawk
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mMaya Angelou, the American poet with the deep cadence who has inspired 
others to dream, never had Slippery Rock University on her itinerary – until a 
student challenged herself to bring the “voice of our time” to campus. 

Camille Manley, then vice president of the student-led events organiza-
tion University Program Board, spent more than six months negotiating with 
Angelou’s team and raising support for a 2009 appearance. 

Her hard work paid off. Angelou regaled a standing-room only crowd in the 
University Union, giving Manley the experience of her college career.

“I had to learn to lead a very large committee. I directed ticket sales, VIP invi-
tations, security, logistics, meet-and-greet, parking, seating, event budget and 
advertising,” Manley, a 2009 safety management graduate, said. “The event over-
all was hands down one of the best experiences of my life. I see Angelou’s work, 
I see her in movies, I see her pictures and each time I do, I am blessed to say I 
helped bring her to SRU and was able to actually meet and talk with her.” 

Since its 1889 founding, students have been involved in bringing A-list enter-
tainers, educators and musicians to campus. A partial list includes such notables 
as Robert Frost, Arthur C. Clark, Dan Rather, Vincent Price, Jimmy Fallon, Salt 
‘N Pepper, The Charlie Daniels Band, Brady Bunch actor Barry Williams, Harry 
Bellefonte and zookeeper Jack Hanna. 

UPB, which is funded by the Student Government Association through a 
student activity fee, has led the way for 40 years. With more than 150 students 
currently involved, the organization coordinates student-focused educational, 
creative, cultural and entertainment events. 

While doing so, the programming board provides leadership opportunities to 
its members and creates a sense of community.

“Through my UPB experience, I learned how to develop skills managing 
people, customers and events,” said Brian Jones, ’96, who planned and staged 
concerts by LL Cool, the Gin Blossoms and others. “When I came out of 
Slippery Rock University, I already had a leg up in the experience and challenges 
of managing people. To this day, I find much of my people management skills 
and methodology were rooted in my time working with UBP and the University 
Union. It gave me an environment to learn, grow, fail and succeed.” 

It was an experience that paid off handsomely. Jones now owns Mirliton 
Media, an information technology and business-consulting firm in New Orleans.

      www.SRU.edu      11 
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Although tracking down a comprehen-

sive list of entertainers who visited Slippery 
Rock Normal School in its earliest years is 
not easy, the 1890 mission statement men-
tions cultural education by on and off-campus groups as part of 
its charge.

A few cultural programs are mentioned in “Slippery Rock 
University: The Legend Behind the Name,” by Robert Watson, ’70. 
In 1916, more than 15 off-campus performers, including local fire-
fighters, presented the play “The Hand of God,” in The Chapel. 

By 1920, students had helped develop a lecture series.
“Slippery Rock’s popular lecture series, which brought to 

campus in the 1920s such renown figures as the Hon. William 
Jennings Bryan, offered a wide variety of cultural experiences to 
the school and community,” Watson wrote.

The Chapel hosted another big name in 1940 when poet 
Robert Frost spoke to what he called “fellow poets.” The Rocket 
student newspaper covered the story and published a photograph 
of Frost. Other lectures were more academic, such as a 1947 talk 
about the United Nations by international affairs expert Simon 
Davidian, just two years after the UN formed in 1945.

Old yearbooks and The Rocket shed light on more light-hearted 
entertainment, such as a 1951 “Country Jig” and a 1964 appearance 
by Hungarian folk dancers. The Rocket occasionally reported on 
costs, such as a 1967 article on the student council allocating $2,000 
for an annual lecture series. 

According to SRU archives, the Office of Student Activities 
formed in the 1950s to centralize entertainment offerings. 

SRU’s creation of the University Program Board in 1975 
provided the platform for the modern-day organization and 
launched a successful entertainment series. The Speakers Bureau 
Committee and Film Committee formed during this time. Big 
names in the 1970s included Love Story author Erich Segal, 
Roots author Alex Haley, activist Dick Gregory and French 
mime Marcel Marceau. 

Students could serve on one of 
five committees, including concerts, 
speakers, University events, com-
munity service and media relations. 
Planning consisted of working with agencies and agents to 
book musicians, comedians, speakers, trips and novelty events. 
Students were also charged with creating unique ways of adver-
tising the events and managing operations to ensure a smooth 
program from beginning to end. 

“UPB allows students to be directly involved in the production 
and promotion of quality entertainment programs, so they gain valu-
able real-life event management skills,” said Julie Varnish, SRU assis-
tant director of the Center for Student Involvement and Leadership. 
“They are also in charge of their individual student committees, so 
they are also gaining valuable communication, negotiation, conflict 
resolution and management skills, which in turn allows them to 
grow as a successful student leader both in and out-of the classroom. 

“Overall, executive members learn how to work in a profes-
sional environment before being thrown into the ‘real-world,’” 
she said. “This enables students to make mistakes and learn from 
them and take away valuable lessons on how to improve for the 
next event. Taking part in an organization like UPB is a great 
way to prepare students for careers and build valuable leadership 
skills for their life after SRU.”

The Rev. Joseph Coudriett III, a 1982 SRU graduate, recalls 
working to secure contracts with entertainers through the coop-
erative activities arm of the Student Government Association. He 
coordinated concerts, speaker’s bureau events and social events. 

“I remember such memorable concerts as Harry Chapin and 
The Charlie Daniels Band. I vividly remember The Charlie 
Daniels Band because we had to enter into a serious contract 
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due to the size of their band and crew. Everything was specified 
down to the spaghetti dinner with garlic bread that we had to 
have prepared for them after set up.” 

Coudriett shared a telling detail about the culture of the 
early 1980s.

“Charlie must have been related to ‘Jack’ at the time because 
we had to supply a case of Jack Daniel’s as I remember,” he said. 

While organizing events provided learning opportunities, 
Coudriett said interacting with performers broadened his cul-
tural understanding.

“Something I didn’t come to appreciate until 30 years after SRU 
was the little lady we had perform in our coffee house, in I believe, 
1977 or 1978. Her name was Libba Cotton, and she was an 
African-American folk singer with the unique style of playing her 
right-handed banjo and guitar, left-handed,” he said. “I didn’t real-
ize it until later that we were dealing with an American folk hero.”

The 1980s and 1990s produced a flood of guests, including 
Yolanda King, daughter of Martin Luther King, Jr., comedian 
David Brenner, Brady Bunch actor Barry Williams (“Greg”) 

and dozens of bands. Visitors to the 
basement of the University Union can 
stroll by a hall of fame photo gallery 

featuring many of the entertainers who per-
formed. Many of them wrote notes of thanks 
to UPB on their pictures.

Lora Batchelor, ’02, ’04, elementary education 
and master’s degree in reading, said she served as a 
UPB weekend events manager.

“Hosting Jimmy Fallon and Jim Bruer were my all-time favor-
ite experiences. It was so cool to have the guys on Saturday Night 
Live right here at SRU and getting to chat with them before and 
after the show. They were so down to earth for being celebrities.” 

She said her UPB experience helped expand her network. 
“I got to interact with more people than the professors I saw in my 

major and the people living in my residence hall. I learned network-
ing skills that really help in my professional life. Learning to negoti-
ate contracts and plan events down to the last detail was helpful, too.”

Audrey Foreback, a 2012 professional studies graduate, pro-
grammed concerts and comedians as UBP vice president of 
concerts. Her concerts included Fabulous, Drake, J. Cole, Wiz 
Khalifa, Chris Young and Ralphie May. 

“Being a part of UPB has definitely helped shape my life and 
planning skills,” she said. “In any job that I seek, I try to make sure 
that I can use the skills that I’ve learned from UPB to be an asset for 
the job. I am currently attending Full Sail University, for my mas-
ter’s in business entertainment, and I always say it was the work that 
I did through UPB that has helped me get to this point.” 

Foreback said her goal is to manage a major artist or work at 
an arena programming major events. She currently works as a 
school behavioral interventionist in Warren, Ohio. 

Sheena “Strnisha” Marshall, a 2006 elementary education 
graduate, helped bring rapper Ludacris and the actor Dennis 
Haskings, who played Richard Belding in the teen sitcom Saved 
by the Bell, to SRU. 

“I am a huge Saved by The Bell fan, so I was beyond excited when 
I found out Dennis Haskins was coming,” she said. “Before the 
event, we met him at Boozel for a private dinner. I didn’t know he 
had arrived and was already in the dining hall, so when I glanced up 
and saw him standing next to me, I think I stopped breathing.”

The big name events were always a huge hit, she said, but UPB 
brought so much more to SRU. 

“We had hypnotisms, game shows and trivia, salsa lessons, carni-
vals, obstacle courses, novelty makes and takes, slam poets, 
open microphone nights, comedians and so much more.”

Like many UPB veterans, Marshall said her SRU experi-
ence helped her career, and she encourages current students 

to serve.
“Anything a student can 

get involved with outside of 
the classroom will provide 
practical knowledge,” she 
said. “From an educational 
standpoint, being involved 
with UPB helped me manage 
my time and keep a produc-
tive schedule.”

Many visiting stars left personal greetings.
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As the world turns

ing a recent surge from Africa, enrich 
campus and help prepare graduates for 
a global platform. As the world turns to 
pluralism, foreign-born students learn 
the American way of life and become 
more attuned to the values of a country 
that was built by immigrants. 

And, American students learn more 
about the world beyond The ROCK.

“By enrolling students from around 
the world, having them live in our 
residence halls, eat in our dining halls, 
work out at the ARC, work together on 
class projects and in student organiza-
tions, the likelihood that a domestic 
student will have the chance to meet, 
converse and learn grows,” Frigot said.

“From the basic level of needing 
to be able to communicate and get 
along with people from all walks of 

life, to the ability to leverage international 
and intercultural competencies in the work 
environment, our students need to add these 
experiences to their portfolios,” she said. 
“The entire campus receives educational and 
cultural benefits from having international 
students on campus.”

The international program, which took 
off in the 1980s, has connected students to 
monumental world events. One group was in 
East Berlin 25 years ago – unheard of then – 
when the Berlin Wall came down. Another 
group was in the Far East when China’s 
Tiananmen Square democracy uprising 
occurred in 1989. 

Right Lenz for success 
In the beginning was Lenz, a mild-

mannered man with a German accent who 
understood the importance of multicultural-

IIt was one of the most important cups 
of coffee in Slippery Rock history. 

When new professors Henry Lenz 
and Don Megnin met over coffee in 
1967 to discuss launching an interna-
tional initiatives program, they knew 
they faced challenges.

“At the time we talked, we had one for-
eign student, from Jordan,” said Lenz, a 
retired professor of education and found-
ing father of the international movement. 

Forty-five years later, as SRU celebrates 
its 125th anniversary, key players Lenz, 
Megnin, retired political science profes-
sor, Stan Kendziorski, retired interna-
tional director, and Pam Frigot, current 
director, take pride in the progress that’s 
been made. 

SRU’s multicultural education and pres-
ence of students from 30 countries, includ-
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As the world turns

ism before it became nouveau.
Lenz arrived at Slippery Rock from The 

Ohio State to teach education and German. 
As part of an accreditation process in the 

late 1960s, Slippery Rock was criticized for 
having no international program. 

Lenz, who began taking German-
language high school students to Austria 
in 1963 and had connections at Salzburg 
University, was a logical choice to shep-
herd the startup. 

“The deans who interviewed me from 
liberal arts and education told me that 
there was no international program and 
that President Robert Carter told them to 
look for someone who could ‘do’ some-
thing about it,” Lenz recalled.

While he and Megnin charted the 
course and began to break down barri-
ers, Lenz developed a travel agency in the 
Slippery Rock community to expedite 
travel arrangements. He also leveraged his 
contacts with Salzburg University to pro-
vide study opportunities in Austria. 

In the more than four decades since, 

he and wife Linda’s Cultural Studies 
Academy has directed 53 summer pro-
grams to Austria, 10 tours to Egypt 
and several safari group tours to Kenya, 
among other destinations. Tours are open 
to students and residents.

Lenz’s outreach to Austria was so valued; 
he was awarded honorary Austrian citizen-

ship and a key to the city of Salzburg. 
Another step occurred in 1970 when 

Lenz and Megnin helped establish 
the “Pennsylvania Consortium for 
International Education.” This organiza-
tion developed overseas programs for 
students across the state. Lenz said he 
wrote to language departments at 23 
Pennsylvania schools. Fourteen joined.

Roommates
In the early days of SRU internationalism, 

Lenz said he allowed foreign students to live 
in his Slippery Rock house during Christmas 
and spring break, exposing his four daugh-
ters to other viewpoints. He and wife Linda 
gave students executive pens at gradation.

“These (international students) relied on 
us for so much,” said Sonya Lenz, Henry 
Lenz’s daughter and a 1988 SRU graduate.

A key difference between international 
recruitment in the 1970s and 1980s com-
pared to now is there was no Internet. 
Students from Africa in particular had little 
concept of America and arrived unprepared. 

“I remember when we’d go to pick them 
up at the airport as a family, mom would 
always get a coat because she would say, ‘I 
bet you they won’t come with a coat’ and 
boy, a lot of them didn’t,” Sonya Lenz said.

Language barriers caused some prob-
lems, many with comical results. 

“I remember telling one kid about the 

homecoming parade,” Henry Lenz said. 
“He just had no idea what it was. I told 
him it would start at 10 o’clock and it 
would go down the street. So, at 8 o’clock 
in the morning, he came out and sat on the 
street waiting for the parade. He came into 
class on Monday and we’d tease him.” 

In the early 1980s, Lenz was instru-
mental in establishing a $1.5 million 
grant for the 14 state system schools to 
strengthen education programs in Egypt. 

The cooperative program helped 
develop centers of education in Egypt 
in four areas: the industrial arts, agri-
culture, business and home economics. 
Faculty members and other resources for 
the centers were to be provided by the 
Pennsylvania state schools in order to ini-
tially train the Egyptian teachers. 

Lenz said he believes as strongly as 
ever in the merit of foreign exchange. 
“When you go to a foreign country, you 
see the world differently,” he said. “You 
don’t see the world with blinders. You see 
it more openly.” 

Kendziorski, SRU associate professor 
of human sexuality and death and dying 
from 1968-1998, served as director of 
international education from 1980-1998.

“The main goal was to increase opportu-
nities for going overseas and increasing the 
number of international students coming 
here,” he said. “At the highest point, we 
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had 265 students from 60 countries.”
Kendziorski said many foreign-born 

SRU graduates have gone on to prestigious 
careers. He recalled a Swedish student who 
earned a doctorate in chemical oceanogra-
phy and others who matriculated at Purdue 

and other tier one institutions. 
Sam Thangiah, current SRU professor 

of computer science, is one such success 
story. He enrolled at SRU in 1983 from 
Sri Lanka and graduated in 1988 with a 
degree in computer science.

“I found out about SRU through a friend 
of a friend,” he said. “Given that I did not 
have personal knowledge about any other 
universities, the cost seemed reasonable, 
and they offered an international student 
scholarship, so I selected SRU.”

Thangiah, who heads SRU’s robot-
ics program, said his interest in graduate 
studies started with a student-faculty 
research project headed by SRU’s Hans 
Fellner in physics. 

“Dr. Fellner had received a National 
Science Foundation grant to do research 
into liquid crystals and needed a computer 
science student to work on computer algo-
rithms,” Thangiah said. “I worked with Dr. 
Fellner for about a year and a half. He took 
me under his wing, taught me how to do 
research, publish papers and make presen-
tations. It was the undergraduate research 
experience combined with the computer 
science degree that helped me to com-
plete a Ph.D. in computer science 
specializing in operations research 
and artificial intelligence.” 

“A university is about great 
programs and great people and 
Slippery Rock University had, 
and has, both,” Thangiah said. 

Frigot said efforts to increase 
SRU’s international population are 
paying off. Applications are up by 
more than 70 percent for fall 2014, 
she said, with much of the greatest 
potential for growth in transfer and 
graduate student admission. 

Helping the recruiting process are 
SRU’s new transition agreements 
with universities in foreign countries, 
including China. 

Frigot credited the success to dedicated 
staffers who go beyond their duties. 

“The staff in the mailroom take extra 
time to be sure that our international stu-
dents receive their packages from home,” 
she said. “The nurses in the student 

health center research medicine in coun-
tries where our students come from so 
that they better understand their patients. 
Faculty members extend their office hours 
to help clarify things that are done differ-
ently here in the academic environment. 
The list goes on and on.” 

Another factor: SRU is diligent about 
having recruitment materials in educa-
tional advising centers around the world. 

Still, there have been challenges, Frigot 
said. When everything went electronic, 
prospective students had access to informa-
tion on tens of thousands of schools around 
the world instead of just a few hundred here 
and there. Competition also increased from 
other English speaking countries, and now 
university programs taught in English are 
popping up in many countries where it is 
not the official language, leading to enroll-
ment declines, she said.

“We were fortunate to offer financial 

aid to international students when most 
universities did not do so,” Frigot said. “We 
lost that for a while, and it hurt our recruit-
ment, but the current SRU leadership really 
sees the value in having international stu-
dents on campus, and we are now able to 
offer financial incentives. Also, our alumni 
and other SRU friends are also building 
scholarships for our students.” 

Frigot’s office provides many services to 
international students. Staffers maintain 
consistent and timely communication 
through the application process. They 
arrange for 24/7 arrival support when stu-
dents come to campus for the first time. 

“We offer student mentors and a host-
family program. We work with residence 
life so that international and domestic 
roommates have a positive experience. We 
reach out to many other campus constitu-
ents whose paths cross with our students. 
We celebrate our students’ diverse cultures 
each year during Internations Week. We 
offer an ear to listen and a shoulder to cry 
on when students are homesick, frustrated 
and sad. We send them birthday cards so 
that we know their day will be remembered 
even if cards from home are delayed in the 
mail. It’s big and little things that we do to 
support our international students.”

If that “one student” from Jordan who 
helped start the ball rolling in 1967 were 
enrolled in 2014, he no doubt would say, 
in Arabic, “shukran jazīlan” (thank you).

“ When you go to a foreign country, you see the 
world differently. You don’t see the world with 
blinders. You see it more openly.”
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&clubs 

organizations
ALL the 3

that it is big enough to meet a new person 
every day (if you want to) but small enough 
to still feel like a community.1

it’s a place to make 
friends for life

2 5
homecoming

Rubbing the Rocks through-out campus for good luck4
6

Learning how to share a bathroom with 50 other people
17

the murals in 
harner hall

Rocky’s

Sneaking  
vodka in a water 

bottle into the 
football games

 Packing the 
elevators in 

Founders’ hall

12

14
13

15

25
The beauTiful campus

16
Living on 
ramen  

noodles
18

28

Professors that actually know your name

the amazing faculty & staff  that go above and beyond for students

2727272727272727

26Midnight breakfast 
before exams

Tater tots at Boozel.
29 
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Sheetz runs at midnight. 

anyone?

33

The historic benches 
around campus

20

34BOB’Ssubs

6
Greek life

9Boozel

FRIdayS
&Green

white

11
11
11
11

10
‘Jacking trays 

from the dining 
hall and using 
them to sled 

ride down the 
ski hill

18

wicked
iNTRAMURAL COMPeTiTiON

Superman 
ice cream 

from Boozel21

Great education that provided a great career

the rocks in front of the  Pt building

31
32

36
Late nights 

at The 
Rocket 

putting the 
newspaper 

together

19

The Victory Bell

View of the 
stars from 
the soccer 

field

7

Calling an alum for a 
donation and having them 
tell me their SRU story

the old Flue

having a beer with your 
professor at Ginger hill

22
23
24

dANCeS
at the hut

8

35Mints on the  
pillows during 
freshman move-in

30

they no longer make 
you wear a beanie

TAKe OUT



20      The ROCK     Spring 2014       www.SRU.edu      21 

being  
scared  
to death flying  
down the ski hill on a 
toboggan, and then doing  
it again

62

Care 
break 
trips

56
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hanging out 
at the hUt 
back in the 
day

the water 
tower

Generations  
of families  
come here

that I’ve been 
successful 

because of my 
SRU education

63

65
64

66
61Living in 

north Hall

 

    
37 InCRedIbLe SUnSetS

Sunny days  
when everyone  

is out on the quad 
playing games

38

White Out Nights

39

I love that people know my name

the dance program, especially tC

the people. everyone 
here is so friendly.

Running along  
the trail by the 
equestrian Center

Volunteering with the  
Forgotten Angels

the athletic training 
department

51
52
53
54

55
the almost mystic  

feeling at dawn after a 
beautiful snowfall when 
the snow just hangs on 

the trees, but not so  
much treading across 

campus in the  
winter

It taught me a sense of work 
ethic, drive and passion I never 
knew I had within me.67

40

41

20     
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58
64

66

24

SRU’s incredible 
Jazz band.  
Way cool.

Graduates  
stay connected  
after graduation

the Chapel

60

having classes 
outside on nice days

Climbing the rock wall 
at the ARC

Speed unloading 
during WOW when 
volunteers just whisk 
your stuff away

Free movies

Civil War 
reenactments at the 
Old Stone house

47
48
49
50

the rockets 
that used to 
be mounted 

outside 
classroom 

buildings

&minorsmajors
Offers enough majors and minors 
that give you the opportunity to 
explore all of your passions.

42

President norton serving  

pancakes at the midnight breakfast

43
Compass 
Leadership

44
45

46Snow or Rain Usually

the english professors 
who taught me about 

life and prepared me for 
post-college life better 
than even I think they 

realized.

57
59•59•59•59•59

69

68

70
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The Greek Sing

93

UPb  
Concerts

Old Main 
bells

eMPty
bOWLS

Playing  
volleyball in  

the sand near 
 Founders hall

honors  
Convocation

88

92

90
89

91

Great late night pizza  

delivery from Rockies Grill

71

The 
heLLO 
tradition

72

72

95Light upnight

becoming friends with  
international students

74

Baseball games at Wally Rose80
    

The hAPPY BUS

PAC-MAn MARAthOnS In the UnIOn

SGa

73 •  All the great SRU Theatre 
productions•  The International Dinner

•  Feeling the building rock when 
classes changed in Old Main

•  Adding dish soap to the foun-
tains. Don’t tell my name.

•  Fishing in the ponds

75

76
77

78

79

94

94

98

99The Residence Suites

22      
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Mud ball  
in the Quad

the Pt program

the Macoskey  
Center

Martha Gault 
Gallery
 

84
85
86
 87

   Doug & Jennie
    Jeff & JoDie

   eric & ashley

Met the love of my life there

hUNTeR dAViS,the hippie english  professor, who wore  one green and  one red sock

The CheeR TeAMS           100

MeN'S AThLeTiCS

WOMeN'S AThLeTiCS

•1
00

•1
00

•1
00

•1
00

•1
00

•1
00

•1
00

•101•101•101•101•101•101

being part of Charlie’s Boys
102
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99The Residence Suites
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THE JaCK

WSRU 
RAdiO

122

124  Stone lions in front of West Gym

104 
The ghost of  

emma Guffey Miller

Study sessions at Bailey Library

drinking the  

LUCKY  
GReeN  
JUiCe  
before finals.

C
o
m

m
e
n
c
e
m

e
n

t
hanging out at the Shed on Rt. 8

106

107
10

5
119 

120shows
Planetarium
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121

108. The yearbook. Sad that it went away.

109. Chalking the sidewalks. 

110.  Living at the ROCK apartments.

111.  Cheerleaders rushing the rock  

at the stadium following  

a touchdown

112.  Getting to do research with  

my professor

113. Homecoming bonfires

114.  Pick up football games at the  

ski Lodge

115. Eggs and kegs

116.  Greek week chariot races around  

Loop Side Road

 
117. Christmas dances in North Hall 

118.  The pendulum in the main lobby of Vincent. 

What happened to that?

Slippery Rock University
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Grads 

125th 
celebrate 

with
gifts, memories

Anniversary celebrations at Slippery Rock University aren’t anything new 
for Lucy “Isacco” Sack, ’67. When SRU turned 75, Sack was a sophomore 
majoring in physical education. At its 100th birthday, she was working at 
SRU as a professor of physical education and dance department pioneer. At 
its 125-milestone, Sack is “loving life” as a retired professor emeritus. 

“During the last 50 years, Slippery Rock University has been the biggest 
influence on the quality and experiences of my life,” Sack said. 

“Everyday, this granddaughter of Italian immigrants and local Slippery Rock 
farmers, Domenic and Maria Isacco and Benjamin Pearson and Elizabeth 

Hilgar McConnell, appreciates the efforts of 
the founders who worked for the future of 
the residents of the area to create the normal 
school/college/university,” Sack said. “SRU 
has benefited this local girl and I gratefully 
say ‘thank you.’” 

Sack, a Slippery Rock Area High School 
graduate, said she enrolled at Slippery Rock 
State College in fall 1963, paying $143 
tuition per semester. She named Wilma 
Cavil, a current assistant professor of safety 
management who joined SRU in 1958, as 
a mentor. She also knew Wally Rose, for 
whom Slippery Rock named its former 
baseball field.

“In 1964, when The Rock turned 75, I 
was a sophomore physical education major, Rockette, Sigma Sigma Sigma, 
Orchesis dance member and library student worker in acquisitions,” Sack 
said. “I faintly remember the 75th probably because I was a commuter 
and very busy with my schedule. We transitioned from President Norman 
Weisenfluh to President Robert Carter, who was not friendly to women’s 
sports teams in his tenure. We marched around Old Main in protest in ’65.” 

After earning her undergraduate degree, Sack received her master’s 
degree in physical education from Slippery Rock in 1970 the same year  
she her married to Anthony Sack. The school hired her as a temporary 
faculty, which eventually led to becoming a tenure-track professor and 
women’s gymnastics coach. 

While serving as assistant chair of physical education, Sack worked  
on a Ph.D. at the University of Utah while raising two daughters.  

“During the last 50 years, Slippery 
Rock University has been the biggest 
influence on the quality and experiences 
of my life.”

– Lucy “Isacco” Sack, ’67
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“Therefore, if you’re asking if Isaac McClymonds is a relative, it 
is very like that he and I are relatives. I do not know our exact 
relative connection.”

Several direct relatives boast ties to Slippery Rock. Bertha 
White McClymonds, his mother, graduated in 1927 and taught 
in the Butler County schools. Charles McClymonds, his father, 
worked as an accountant for the school from 1929 to 1954. 

Christina Ann McClymonds, his daughter, graduated in 1985.
Earl Birdy, a 1951 graduate, said he and his wife Shirley 

“Dean” Birdy, ’51, have followed advancements at their alma 
mater for 60 
years and cre-
ated the Alan 
D. Reynolds 
Scholarship hon-
oring a deceased 
classmate. 

When SRU 
expanded the 
Russell Wright 
Alumni House 
and Conference 
Center 10 years 
ago, the Birdys 
made a large capital projects donation to 
sponsor the “Birdy Room.” 

Both appreciate SRU’s influence on their lives and its progress.
“Oh my, we are so pleased and so proud of the University,” 

Earl Birdy said, following his comment with a one-liner about 
the quality of the current residence halls.

“If they had had those dorms when I was going there, I’d still 
be there,” Birdy said.

Birdy, a World War II veteran, graduated from Slippery Rock 
on the federal G.I. Bill, majoring in physical education. He 
received his master’s degree in education from the University 
of Pittsburgh and taught for three decades at Carnegie Mellon 
University.

“I liked the people at Slippery Rock, the 
administration, the staff mem-
bers and the pro-
fessors,” he said. 
“When I started 
teaching, I con-
ducted my classes 
exactly the same 
way my teachers at 
Slippery Rock con-
ducted theirs.” 

Shirley Birdy said she 
always wanted to attend 
Slippery Rock, even 
though her late father 
was working on his doc-
torate at the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

“Of course he wanted me 
to go to Pitt. I held out for 
Slippery Rock, and he finally 

Oldest daughter Vanessa Trozzo began her business career with 
coursework at SRU. Daughter Andrea Sack graduated in 2001 
summa cum laude with a degree in psychology. 

“In 1989, at the 100th Anniversary, we were Slippery Rock 
University,” Sack said. “I was assistant chair of physical education 
and working on a Ph.D. at the University of Utah. The SRU dance 
major program became a reality, and I chaired the newly formed 
department for 10 years before retiring in 1999,” Sack said. 

“Now at the 125th Anniversary I find myself as a retiree, pro-
fessor emerita of dance, new member of the SRU Athletic Hall of 
Fame, namesake of the Lucy A. Isacco Sack Dance Scholarship 
and co-initiator, with Jan Hollack, ’67, of the Graduates of the 
Late Sixties Scholarship,” Sack said. 

Sack, in exploring her background in light of the 125th anniver-
sary, learned her ties to her alma mater go back further than expected. 

“I have learned that my great grandfather was a founder of the 
University and purchased a share to get things started in 1887 
for $100,” she said. “All these years that I have been connected 
with the University and I never realized that I was a descendant 
of a founder. Jacob and Mary Hilgar were my mother’s [Blanche 
McConnell] grandparents. 

Sack’s father, Tony Isacco, worked in the Slippery Rock heat-
ing plant. 

While many families boast multi-generational connections to 
SRU, other families, such as the McClymonds, have been asso-

ciated with Slippery Rock since its 
inception. 

In 1889, the school’s first trustees 
appointed Isaac McClymonds to the 
faculty. A second member of the 
family, Ines McClymonds, joined 
the school in 1889 and taught until 
1930. 

One hundred and nine years 
later, Allen McClymonds retired 
as the University’s director of 
business services. According to 
the SRU alumni association, 14 
McClymonds have graduated 
from Slippery Rock since 1935.

Allen McClymonds joined Slippery 
Rock in 1954, retired in 1998 and has given generously to schol-
arships since, including the University Academic Scholarship 
Program and the Robert N. Aebersold Scholarship.

“I am proud of my Slippery Rock connection because Slippery 
Rock University was and is a very respected university,” he said. 
“And I believe those who were presidents of the University during 
the years I worked there were well satisfied with my work.” He 
served eight presidents.

McClymonds said his research shows that of all the western 
Pennsylvania McClymonds, including Isaac McClymonds, 
descended from John McClymonds. Born in Scotland in 1752, 
he immigrated to America in 1774. 

While Allen McClymonds said he is unsure about his direct 
relationship to the earliest McClymonds professors, he assumes 
they are all connected to immigrant John McClymonds. 

“My parents were from the Slippery Rock area, and I was born 
in the Slippery Rock area in 1930,” Allen McClymonds said. 
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agreed with me,” she said. “He said that if he had to choose a 
teacher to hire from among two people, one from Slippery Rock 
and one from Pitt, he would hire the one from Slippery Rock.” 

Birdy participated as a marching band majorette four years 
and met her future husband when he approached after noticing 
her tall, white boots.

After graduating, she worked several years as a teacher before 
becoming a full-time mother. 

“I made a lot of good friendships,” she said. “There was a 
motto [the hello tradition] then that you were to speak to every-
one on campus, so I spoke to everyone on campus. Slippery 
Rock taught me organization skills, and I still treasure the 
friendships I made there.”

The Birdys, who live in West Mifflin, said they are following 
the 125th celebration, as well as the opening of a new veterans 
center, and return as often as possible.

“We were back last summer, because we had friends who came 
in from Arizona,” she said. “We wanted to see how The Rock has 
evolved. Wow, it’s a huge improvement. I am very impressed with 
the size and quality of the buildings, especially the residence halls.”

Ronald Wasilak and his wife Pat Wasilak, 1962 graduates, said 
they were inspired by SRU’s 125th anniversary to become donors. 

“Pat and I are well aware of the 125th celebration of excellence 
at SRU. We have endowed a scholarship in our names this year 
to support the anniversary,” said Ronald Wasilak, the retired 
superintendent of Allegheny Valley School District. “We both 
met at Slippery Rock and served a collective 73 years in educa-
tion, have been married for 51 years and agree that Slippery 

Rock was a great start for us and so many more.” 
Pat Wasilak served for 33 years 

in the Norwin and 
Allegheny Valley dis-
tricts, as a health and 
physical education 

and science teacher.
“Positive memo-

ries of Slippery Rock 
abound, all framed 
within the scope of a 

teachers college of about 
1,300 students in 1958 

when we arrived, to the 
modern and comprehensive 

university that is Slippery 
Rock today. 

“It is very impressive to 
walk the campus and see so 

many buildings and fields 
dedicated to the professors who 

guided us as students,” Ronald Wasilak 
said. “I firmly believe that such dedica-
tions are tributes to a steadfast and sig-
nificant influence on students by those 
individuals.”

As the Allegheny Valley’s chief 
school administrators, Wasilak said he 
reviewed hundreds of job candidates 
and always found SRU graduates to be 
strong contenders.

“We hired a good number of 
Slippery Rock graduates and were 
pleased with their performance,” he said. “One strong indicator 
of the excellence of the undergraduate preparation provided by 
Slippery Rock University is that at one point during my tenure as 
superintendent, there were six Slippery Rock grads who were either 
executive director or district superintendents just in the Allegheny 
Intermediate Unit.”

John Wentz, ’64, a retired electrical engineer, graduated the 
year Slippery Rock reached 75. Showing how far technology has 
advanced since the diamond jubilee, Wentz helped the institu-
tion set up its first radio station, WSRU.

The skillfulness changed his life trajectory. 
“My experience with this venture shaped my life in many 

ways,” Wentz said. “I got my amateur radio license and ham 
radio has been a hobby for more than 50 years. I was involved in 

commercial radio as an announcer for several years while a grad 
student at the University of Illinois. My education in French 
started me on a long and rewarding study of many languages. I 
credit Alma Ladd, my professor of French at SRU, for much of 
my sustained interest in studying French.”

Wentz, a French and Spanish major at Slippery Rock, took up 
electronics as a hobby. After graduating, he taught high school 
French and Spanish followed by three years of teaching at SRU 
while working on a doctorate in French at the University of 
Pittsburgh. He later received his doctorate in theoretical linguis-
tics at the University of Illinois. 

“After my degree in linguistics, I entered a career in electronic 
repair and design. I was self employed for several years repairing 
electronic equipment, and vice president of another small busi-
ness specializing in industrial design, construction and repair for 
10 years,” he said. “I currently do some consulting and editing, 
but mostly pursue writing on forums and blogs on political and 
technical subjects and take courses from time to time. My main 
passion is podcasts of all kinds and discussions with a wide vari-
ety of engineers and political types.”

“ I liked the people at Slippery Rock, the administration, 
the staff members and the professors. When I started 
teaching, I conducted my classes exactly the same way 
my teachers at Slippery Rock conducted theirs.” 

– Earl Birdy, ’51

“ One strong indicator of the excellence of the under-
graduate preparation provided by Slippery Rock 
University is that at one point during my tenure as 
superintendent, there were six Slippery Rock grads 
who were either executive director or district super-
intendents just in the Allegheny Intermediate Unit.”

– Ronald Wasilak ’64
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Everyday 
miracles
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Students said they participated out of a desire to serve, learn, 
grow and change. They came back with a greater awareness of 
the world...a global perspective, a recognition that they are mem-
bers of a world community, not just an American community.

To reach Gabon, the group flew eight hours to Paris and then 
eight hours on to Libreville, Gabon in West Africa, where they 
were greeted with laughter, songs, prayer and cold drinks. In 
“shocking heat,” they were driven to the guesthouse where they 
would stay for their trip for a dinner of spaghetti and fresh fruit. 

Students bunked in a church house with colorful lizards on the 
floor and a turtle named Cuddle Buddy in the backyard. Their diet 
consisted of rice, crackers, chicken, pineapple and lots of mango juice.

Students said their hearts raced as they plunged into elephant 
grass and leapt over fallen trees during a jungle walk. They learned to 
swing machetes, carry baskets of sticks on their backs and live with-
out conveniences Americans take for granted, such as flush toilets. 

One of their missions was volunteering at House Hope in 
Libreville, where 33 orphans, ages four to 19 live. They helped 
provide medical services at a mobile clinic, 
distributed hundreds of toothbrushes 
and constructed wheelchairs. 

Someday this property will 
be home to a training facil-
ity for widows; a school 
and residence for Hope 
House children, a med-
ical clinic and provide 
a helicopter port for 
transporting serious 
cases to the hospital, 
which is an eight-hour 
drive away. 

For now, though, 
students discovered that 
Hope House is a misnomer. 
Children lost their home a year 
ago and currently live in inadequate, 
temporary housing. 

Moved by the need, students gave the children hugs and abun-
dant love. They led sidewalk chalking and other fun activities. 
Communication was difficult, given that French is the predomi-
nant language in Gabon, but they learned that love is something 

Levi wears an off-white T-shirt; dusty black shorts 
and lacks shoes. He will not talk or even smile; he sim-

ply lays his head on a table, shy and unresponsive in the 
unremitting heat of Gabon, where he lives in an orphanage 

without running water. 
Trying her best to “simply love this boy” is Rachel Kerr, one 

of nine Slippery Rock University undergraduates who took a 
12,000-mile service-learning trip to the West African country to 
help the children and tackle other useful tasks. 

“I believe more than anything that love is what these children 
needed,” Kerr said. “By the end of the day, through God’s grace, 
I finally got this five-year-old boy to smile. Though this might 
be considered a small act to others, I knew in my heart it was 
something magnificent. As I gazed at this young boy’s deep brown 
eyes, I finally saw his teeth glimmer beyond his small lips. To me, 
that was remarkable.”

The trip underscores the University’s commitment to interna-
tional education, and it shows the caring nature of our students. 
The undergraduates paid their own expenses for the 10-day expedi-

tion and endured hardship before and after the trip, including 
inoculations, oppressive heat and unfamiliar surroundings. 

Students experienced the noise and stench of a market 
and felt disheartened by washed-up trash along the beach, 

even as they posed for photos. 
Along the way, the group learned that less is more 

and grew to admire the loving and generous nature 
of the people. One participant described the chil-

dren as beautiful and said she overcame a life-
long aversion to children and motherhood.

Everyday miracles occurred for both groups.
“I don’t think anyone could have ever 

truly prepared me for what I experienced 
in Gabon,” Kerr said. “Traveling in our 
land-cruiser – a necessity for some of the 

rugged roads we traveled – walking among 
the Gabonese people, and literally seeing this 

culture first hand was absolutely unthinkable. This trip 
was more than I could have imagined. This experience not 
only changed how I think about the world we live in, but 
it has also changed my heart. Throughout our short time 
there I was constantly reminded of the many blessings I 
have been given living in the United States.”

“ This experience not only changed how I think about the world 
we live in, but it has also changed my heart. Throughout our 
short time there I was constantly reminded of the many  
blessings I have been given living in the United States.”



people everywhere express in the 
same language.

“The first day that we were able to travel to Hope House was a 
life changing experience,” said Laura Ordaz, a physics major from 
Cooperstown. “In my past 20 years of life, I have not interacted very 
much with younger generations. I decided from a young age that I 
did not like children and I never wanted to become a mother.” 

Ordaz said she learned the importance of patience, hand ges-
tures and giving an understanding smile. She struck up small talk 
with a boy named Mbomba. 

“He was quiet and did not look up much from his hands that 
rested gently on his lap but would giggle when I attempted to 
speak in broken French and he tried his best to respond in as few 
words as possible,” she said. “He had very pure eyes and I knew 
that he was truly enjoying the minutes that we spent conversing.” 

Genna Miller, a social work major from Langhorne, said the 
children were wonderful. She befriended a nine-year-old boy 
named Danny, who managed to tell her his age and favorite color. 
They worked on Bible coloring books together. 

“My favorite moment from that day was when we were getting 
ready to leave. Danny was trying to tell me something and I couldn’t 
understand so a villager translated for us. Danny told me, ‘I hope you 
can come back and see me one day. I love you.’ I immediately started 
crying because that was the most precious thing ever. That little boy 
changed my life. His ability to instantly love me was so sweet and 
heartbreaking at the same time.” 

While hiking through the jungle, an unexpected encounter 
occurred. A village woman and her husband emerged from the 
jungle, which is on property called PK27. She was carrying a basket 
full of wood on her back; the wood would be used for cooking. 

The group’s Gabonese co-team leader Yoann invited the 
woman over. She allowed the women members of the team to try 
on the basket of sticks. 

Next, the team hiked several miles through the jungle. 
“The walk was about one hour and 30 minutes,” said Jake 

Rogers, a communication major from Pittsburgh. “It was very 
hot. I would say high 80’s but the humidity made it seem much 
hotter. We actually walked on a road that was made with a back-
hoe or something, and it lined the whole property.” 

Later, after showering and dressing up, students were guests 
for a New Year’s Eve celebration at a city church. A traditional 
Gabonese dinner, dances by various groups, music, entertain-
ment, fireworks and prayers comprised this celebration. The 
group returned to their residence in time to countdown (in 
English) the seconds to 2014. They blew tiny horns, hugged each 
other and went to bed exhausted. 

On another day, the group traveled two hours to village PK56, 
where they were invited into a concrete structure adorned with 
fabric and flowers. After introductions, the team performed a skit 
on ways to prevent malaria. 

“Nearly 90 percent of the world’s deaths due to malaria occur 
in Africa,” said Myra Balok, SRU assistant professor of English 
who led the trip.

“The performance was stellar and the audience had a fun, 
educational experience,” she said. “The small building was liter-
ally transformed in a matter of minutes into a medical facility. 
Various stations were set up – weights were recorded, blood pres-
sures were taken, and HIV testing was provided.” 

That night, tired from a full day, the 
team had its most American experi-

ence of the trip – pizza for dinner. 
On the morning of their last 

day, the group drove through a 
Gabonese market, which stu-
dents described as loud, busy 
and bursting with color. 

Students fed hearts and 
minds by raising nearly $2,000 

toward a first-ever book sale for 
local communities. 

Later that afternoon, the team headed 
to an Atlantic Ocean beach. Spirits were high as they took pic-
tures, wrote in the sand and walked along the shoreline.

On the final day, cars and trucks transported the group to the 
airport. 

About 24 hours later, they were home: safe, healthy and forever 
changed.

Nine Slippery Rock University students answered 
the call by participating in a 10-day service-learn-
ing journey to Gabon, Africa. They are:
•  Jessica Coddington, an early childhood major 

from West Homestead
•  Ashton Donmoyer, an early childhood/special 

education major from Fredericksburg, Va.
•  Chloe Finigan, a communication major from 

Falmouth, Mass.
•  Allison Jones, an early childhood education 

major from Pittsburgh
•   Rachel Kerr, a therapeutic recreation  

major from Harmony
•  Naomi Marshall, a therapeutic recre-

ation major from Greenville.
•  Genna Miller, a social work major 

from Langhorne
•  Laura Ordaz, a physics major 

from Cooperstown
•  Jake Rogers, a psychology 

major from Jersey Shore
•  Leader: Myra Balok, SRU 

assistant professor of English

Students fed hearts 
and minds by raising 
nearly $2,000 toward a 
first-ever book sale for 
local communities. 
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Be part of the action

1Help celebrate the University’s 
125th birthday and the 35th 
anniversary of SRU’s first trip 

to the BIG HOUSE 2 3
Help break the current record 
for attendance at a Division 
II football game- a record set 
by SRU in their 1979 battle 
against Shippensburgh at  

THE BIG HOUSE

Watch the Rock beat 
Mercyhurst in the  

BIG HOUSE BATTLE

We have lots of options…
ROCK ROAD WARRIORS  

Depart SRU Friday, Oct. 17 via luxury coach bus for Ann Arbor, Michigan.  
Enjoy a one-night stay at the Holiday Inn. Cost includes a Friday evening 
reception at 7 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. tailgate at the famed Michigan Golf 
Course Club House and ticket to the 1 p.m., football game. Costs range from 
$250 to $600 depending on occupancy. Trip returns Saturday following the 
game. For more details or to register visit: www.rockalumnicafe.com/michigan.

Meet us in Michigan  
Prefer to make your own travel and housing arrangements? No problem.  
Join us for the 7 p.m., Friday reception at the Holiday Inn, the 10 a.m., tailgate  
at the Michigan Golf Club House and the 1 p.m. game. Cost is $60 per person.  
For more details or to register visit: www.rockalumnicafe.com/michigan.

Game Day Package  
Can’t make the events Friday? Here’s the package for you. Join us for the  
10 a.m., tailgate at the Michigan Golf Club House and the 1 p.m. game.  
Cost is $35 per person.  
For more details or to register visit: www.rockalumnicafe.com/michigan.

Just want tickets? 
Visit MGOBLUE.COM for individual and group sales from $5-20.

Oct. 18, 2014
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aLUMnI ASSOCIAtIOn RePORteditorial information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply email us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1.800.GET.ROCK 
or fax us at 724. 738.4784. We do not publish engagements or pregnancies, but we do publish marriages and births.

(M) – Denotes master’s degree, (F) – Denotes faculty member, (FR) – Denotes friend of Slippery Rock University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes
1960s 
Tom Priester, ’62, has been inducted 
into the Chautauqua Sports Hall of 
Fame. At SRU, Priester lettered in soccer 
four consecutive years before launching 
a successful teaching career.

Charles White, ’68, ’71, physical 
education, has been named interim 
president and chief executive officer of 
the Spartanburg [S.C.] Area Chamber of 
Commerce. White assumed leadership 
of the organization earlier this year and 
will serve until a permanent replace-
ment is hired.

1970s
Susan (Cavalline) evans, ’70, wrote 
a book, “Don’t Write The Obituary 
Yet” in collaboration with Pittsburgh 
gynecologic oncologist Tom Krivask. 
Evans chronicles her battle with ovarian 
cancer, through diagnosis to recovery 
and remission. Word Association of 
Tarentum, Pa., published the book. 
All proceeds from sales will go to the 
Evans-Krivak Gynecological Cancer 
Research and Education Fund, under the 
auspices of the Pittsburgh Foundation.

John Papa, 
’79, elementary 
education, has 
been named 
women’s Coach 
of the Year by 
the Pennsylvania 
State Athletic 
Conference. He 
has previously 
been named PSAC Coach of the Year in 
women’s outdoor track and field nine 
times, women’s cross country twice, 
men’s outdoor track and field three 
times and once each in men’s indoor 
track and field and men’s cross country.

1980s
Kimberlee Seevers, ’80, physical 
education, served as one of four guides 
for a member of the 2014 Paralympics 
Alpine skiing team participating in the 
Paralympic Games in Sochi, Russia.  

Robert 
McComas, ’82, 
SRU’s long-time 
sports informa-
tion director, has 
become the state 
administrator for 
the Lions Clubs of 
Pennsylvania. SRU 
honored McComas 
with a “Bobby Mac” day tribute before 
he relocated to Harrisburg. 

eric Weller, ’87, 
retired from the 
Pennsylvania State 
Police department 
in October after 25 
years of service. 
His state police 
career was filled 
with opportunity 
and success in 
several specialized 
departments – 
criminal investigator, state fire marshal 
and undercover organized crime. His 
retirement didn’t last long, as he is 
now conducting insurance fraud inves-
tigations for Dallas based Veracity 
Research Company. Weller celebrated 
his 25th wedding anniversary with his 
wife Amy (Michel) Weller, ’88, in 
May 2014. 

1990s
Scott Spinucci, ’91, communication, 
has had his most-recent documentary film 
“America’s First Park: River Common,” 
based on the origin of the nation’s first 
park that was established in Wilkes-
Barre, aired on Fox, CW and MyTV. 
Spinucci, a Wilkes-Barre native, now with 
AppleCart Films and Integrated Media 
Services, is continuing to work with 
elected officials for a national monument 
celebrating the park’s founding.

Kimberly eaton, ‘95, business man-
agement, has been named director of 
business services of the Midwestern 
Intermediate Unit 4. Eaton has over  
13 years of accounting experience.  
Her background includes being a 
school district business official and  
a senior auditor with a regional 
accounting firm. 

2000s 
Kimberly Smith, 
’03, exercise 
science and 
SRU associate 
professor of 
exercise science, 
was recently 
recognized as 
a 2013 Bronze 
Ironman All World 
Athlete.  Her 2013 Ironman, earned at 
Louisville, Ky., and her half-Ironman 
earned at Syracuse, N.Y., races placed 
her in the top 10 percent in the world 
for her age group.    

Roberto Ambrosino, ‘05, political 
science, was recognized in the Best 
Criminal Defense Lawyers category 
by Scene in S.A. Magazine in 2013. 
He also won the same award in 2012. 

After graduating magna cum laude 
from SRU in 2005, Ambrosino went on 
to graduate from Texas Tech University 
School of Law in 2008, where he 
received his Juris Doctorate. He now 
practices in San Antonio, Texas, and 
devotes his practice to criminal and 
family law.

Ron Beitler, ’05, political science, was 
recently elected to a four-year term as 
Lower Macungie township commis-
sioner. Beitler is the owner of Bar None 
Weddings & Entertainment.

Brad Wilson, ’06, secondary educa-
tion, is incorporating his computer 
interests and teaching skills with 
the popular iPad, a move that helped 
earn him a “20 to Watch” rank by the 
National School Boards Association’s 
Technology Leadership Network. More 
than 100 teachers from across the U.S. 
were nominated for the honor.   

duayne Rieger, ’08, has defended 
his geophysics thesis and received his 
doctorate from Yale University. Rieger 
worked on mapping flow in Earth’s man-
tle that is associated with plate tectonics. 
In an email to SRU physics professors, 
Rieger thanked his former professors 
because they “fostered a never-ending 
excitement for physics and science in me 
that helped me through graduate school 
and is still in me today. I can only hope I 
make as big of an impact in my students’ 
lives as you made in mine.” 

Jeremy Gebhart, 
‘09, exercise sci-
ence, has earned 
his medical 
degree from Case 
Western Reserve 
University School 
of Medicine. 
He began an 
Orthopaedic 
Surgery residency 
at University Hospitals Case Medical 
Center, in Cleveland, Ohio, in July. 

Nick Mcintire, 
’09, informa-
tion technology 
and constituent 
services and data-
base assurance 
manager in SRU’s 
Advancement 
Services, received 
this year’s SRU 
President’s Award 
for Outstanding Service. McIntire is 
a top performer in the advancement 
division.

Jeff Weiss, ’09, health and physical 
education and former distance run-
ning standout, punched his ticket to 

the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials with 
an impressive performance at the 2014 
Anthem Half Marathon in Virginia Beach. 
Weiss was the first American finisher in 
the elite field and the third overall finisher, 
covering the 13.1-mile distance in 1:04:47, 
an average of 4:57 per mile.

2010s 
Josh Rizzo, ’10, communication, accepted 
a position as sports writer with the Butler 
[Pa.] Eagle. During his undergraduate 
experience, Rizzo served as editor-in-chief 
of The Rocket, SRU’s weekly student 
newspaper. Before joning the Eagle, 
Rizzo covered sports for the Quincy [Ill.] 
Herald-Whig. 

Robert “Bobby” Coon, ’12, communica-
tion, has been appointed director of media 
relations for the Beloit [Wisc.] Snappers, a 
Class A affiliate of the Oakland Athletics. A 
native of Williamsport, Coon interned with 
ESPN’s Sport Science and the Williamsport 
Crosscutters, a single A short-season affili-
ate of the Philadelphia Phillies. He has also 
worked for Backyard Broadcasting and 
ESPN Radio Williamsport.  

devin Goda, ’12, safety management, and 
onetime wide receiver for The Rock football 
team, once dreamed of playing for the NFL 
and almost made it. He is now featured in 
commercials and print ads as well as televi-
sion acting roles. He’s done work for Dick’s 
Sporting Goods, Macy’s, American Eagle, 
Fisher Price, Calvin Klein and Abercrombie 
and Fitch. 

Jessica Madden, ’12, 
dance and elementary 
education, has been 
hired by Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago to teach 
jazz dance to students’ 
ages 7-11. She also 
teaches musical theatre.

Jayson Nickson, ’12, 
safety and environmen-
tal management and former Rock football 
player, has been signed to training camp 
with the Erie Explosion, pro indoor football 
team in Erie, for the 2014 season. The 
team is part of the Continental Indoor 
Football League.

Stephanie Clark, ’13, 
communication, was 
featured recently on 
KDKA Channel 2 TV in 
Pittsburgh for her suc-
cess as a skater with 
Disney on Ice. An ice 
skater since childhood, 
Clark has won 81 medals 
and ribbons since she 
was five years old. 
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In Memory
Marcus A. Holpfer ’46
Margaret D. (Grega) Erceg ’48
Patricia A. (Heckendorn) Falconer ’52
Jean M. Angst ’52
Charles M. Bagenstose ’53
Marjorie Ann (Irwin) Shaffer ’54
Jean A. (Koch) Prather ’55
Helenmarie (Drake) Hohman ’56
Joseph B. Duffy ’56
Jennie Bell (Knox) Brown ’56
Tharena (Avdellas) Brown ’57
Robert Scott Craig ’57
Michael M. Hutnik ’58
Richard E. Kemper ’61
Francis T. Kondrad ’61
Patricia (Bowers) Stone ’61
Lorna J. Bryan ’62
Robert L. Radaker ’63
Lynn (Kamerer) Gresh ’63
Gregory M. Boris ’65
Randall L. C. Russell ’66
Nora K. Bickel ’68
Rodger L. Fleming ’69
Janet R. (Walker) Garrett ’71

Paul Edward Bezeck ’72
Joseph R. Lindenmayer ’72
William Suit ’73
Cynthia A. (Dzemyan) Tomasovich ’74
Judith Anne Ingram ’75
Hillary Stephen Wagoner ’76
Louis Joseph Clemente ’76
Leeda G. Crum ’77
Paul Bartley Schmid ’77
Dwight Edward Copper ’78
Douglas Lee Mitchell ’79
Gerald Kradel ’81
Lucy G. Napoleone ’91
Edward L. Springer ’97
Leigh Ann (Tirk) Landsperger ’99
Andrew James Koss ’02
John Joseph Krauland ’09
Tracy Marchini ’12

John W. Conway, former Foundation 
Board Member
Mark Mraz, Faculty
Mary Adair, Faculty
James Myford, Faculty

Births and Adoptions
2000s
Alex Baumann, ’09, and Maria 
Baumann, ’09, welcomed daughter 
Adalyn Ann March 
9. She weighed 
5 lb 10 oz. The 
couple met at The 
Rock and married 
in 2012. They live 
in Ligonier.

Kristyn (Nazaruk) Canfield, ’03,  
and Mandy Canfield welcomed their 
first child, Bransyn 
Jeanne, born 
Dec. 3, 2013. 
She weighed 7 
pounds 14 ounces 
and was 20 and 

3/4 inches long. The family lives in 
Richmond, Va. 

Lisa Magilson, ’09, and Ricky 
Wagner, Jr. welcomed their daughter, 
Alyssa Catherine, 
born Jan. 4, 2014. 
She weighed 8 
pounds 2 ounces 
and was 19 
inches long. The 
family lives in 
Fayetteville, N.C. 

 Weddings
Ryan Beilstein, ‘09, and Rachel 
hunkele, ‘10, 
married June 22, 
2013, in Hampton 
Presbyterian 
Church. A reception 
followed at the 
Butler Days Inn’s 
Crystal Ballroom. 
They honey-
mooned in Punta 
Cana, Dominican 
Republic. The 
couple lives in Evans City. Beilstein and 
Hunkele said they are pleased their SRU 
education enabled them to find jobs in 
their fields as an assistant controller and 
senior accounting analyst. 

Lynda Brenner, 
’87, married James 
Mistick, Jr. July 13, 
2013. They live in 
Beaver Falls, where 
Brenner works in 
the property and 
casualty insurance 
industry.

derek Burda, ’05, married Jennifer 
Vota July 27, 2013. The ceremony took 
place at the Smithfield Church of Christ in 
Pittsburgh followed by a reception at the 
Heinz History Center in the Strip District. 
SRU alum in attendance included Steve 
“Moose” Saylor, ’05; Nathan and 
Valerie (Schall) Silvis, ’99; Justin 
Fisher, ’05; Brent heilman, ’04; Kelly 
(Leszun) Jay, ’03; Carrie (Leszun) 
hummel, ’01; and Bryant Lutz, ’05. 
The couple lives in Fairfax, Va. 

Spencer Cadden, ’11, married 
Jennifer McShane, ’12, June 22, 2012, 
in Erie, where they live. They work as 
substitute teachers.

William harmon, ‘09 and Nicole 
diCicco, ‘09 married Oct. 19, 2013, in 
Aliquippa. Current SRU student Natalie 
diCicco and d. Joy Cipicchio, ’08, 

served as maids of honor. Jessica 
DiCicco was a bridesmaid. Jim 
eimiller, ‘08, served as best man, along 
with groomsmen david Bland, ‘08 and 
eric Novick, ‘09. 

Chris hey, ’11, and Tracy Yuslum, 
’09, married Oct. 19, 2013. They reside 
in Frisco, N.C.

edward hudak, ‘08, and Lindsey 
Manzuk, ‘09, married May 25, 2013.  
The couple lives in Johnstown.

danielle Scotti, 
‘08, married 
Daniel Desko, Aug. 
31, 2013, at St. 
Paul’s Cathedral 
in Pittsburgh. A 
reception followed 
at The Pittsburgh 
Field Club in Fox Chapel. They honey-
mooned in French Polynesia. The couple 
lives in Fox Chapel. 

Gwen Stettler, 
’01, and John Ross 
married April 27, 
2013, in Clarks 
Summit. 

Lamont Wynne, ‘03, and Sarah 
Bianchi, ‘03, married Jan. 31, 2014,  
at The Flying Bridge in Washington, 
D.C. The couple lives in northern 
Virginia, where they have been educa-
tors for 10 years.

Alumni numbers approach  
70,000 mark

SRU graduated 1,635 in May, growing alumni 
numbers close to 70,000. 

More than 6,000 family members attended the 
two commencement ceremonies, which awarded 
undergraduate, masters and doctorate degrees.

Six graduates were commissioned into the 
Army as second lieutenants. 

Tom Sparrow, SRU philosophy instruc-
tor and this year’s recipient of the President’s Award for 
Scholarly and Creative Achievement, spoke during the morning 
commencement. Bruce Orvis, associate professor in SRU’s School 
of Business and this year’s recipient of the President’s Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, spoke in the afternoon.
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leaves largest 
legacy gift in 
SRU’s history 

Slippery Rock University lost a friend and champion when 
Jeanne Powell Furrie passed away April 14, 2013.

Furrie, a 1945 physical education graduate and pioneer 
advocate for women’s athletics, was never shy about her 

love and pride for her alma mater. 
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Jeanne Furrie, ’45, top, during college
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leaves largest 
legacy gift in 
SRU’s history 

“I think it’s a privilege to give. I am fortunate to have a 
Slippery Rock University education, to also have put some 
money aside. I feel like I need to give it back so other students 
and other people will have the same opportunity I had,” Furrie 
said passionately and eloquently when interviewed for a story 
appearing in The ROCK magazine in 2008. 

“If anyone actually bled green and white, it was Jeanne Furrie. 
I consider it a privilege to share that Jeanne’s estate plans to con-
tribute $735,000 to the Jeanne P. Furrie Scholarship Fund at 
Slippery Rock University,” said SRU President Cheryl Norton. 

The gift is the largest legacy gift in SRU history.
Furrie, a lifelong member of the SRU Alumni Association, served 

on the alumni board from 1983 - 1987. In 2001, she was named a 
member of the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame for field hockey, a club 
sport in her days. In 2007, Furrie received the Alumni Association’s 
Past Presidents’ Service Award, given annually by the association’s 
board of directors to recognize the alumnus who makes the greatest 
overall contribution to the association. 

Furrie was a member of the Delta Kappa Gamma Women’s 
Guild. She belonged to SRU’s Ruby Lifetime Giving Club and 
gave generously to the Russell Wright Alumni House expan-
sion project. In 1999, Furrie created the Jeanne Powell Furrie 
Scholarship within the SRU Alumni Association. 

A pioneer for women’s athletics, Furrie coached and taught 
physical education for 22 years in the Penn Hills School District. 

Early in her career, Furrie graciously convinced the superinten-
dent to approve varsity teams for women. 

“I’ve always been a person who’s been involved. They would 
say ‘You can’t do it. You can’t do it.’ I would say, we can. I’m 
stubborn,” Furrie shared. 

Furrie was married to the love of her life, Henry, for 49 years. The 
couple made their home in Monroeville where Jeanne remained after 
Henry passed away in 1998. Henry, also an educator, was Gateway 
High School’s first athletic director and a health and swimming 
teacher. The Henry J. Furrie Scholarship Fund was created to honor 
his legacy and provide scholarships to Gateway High School students. 

Furrie had a talent for bringing people together and engaging 
friends and fellow alumni in the life of Slippery Rock University. 
She let the University know about alumni success stories, and would 
inform fellow alumni about all the great things happening on campus. 

“Jeanne had a joyous life because she was a ‘giver’ and was always 
concerned for others; family, friends, colleagues and students. She 
mentored me in my first year of teaching (1955) and never stopped! 
I cherished her wisdom, friendship and laughter,” said Joanne 
McKeag, ’55.

“I recall a particular note where Jeanne wrote of 
a fellow alum, ‘she is very shy about being recog-
nized, so you have to be patient, but truly she is 

Jeanne Powell Furrie, ’45 
a working Slippery Rock gem and needs to be recognized as a true 
Slippery Rock achiever,’” said Amy Bersett, assistant director of 
development for the SRU Foundation. “Jeanne had an exceptional 
way of connecting with people. She was a remarkably intuitive per-
son, sensitive to the feelings of others.” 

Jan Neleigh ’61 met Furrie when Neleigh began her teaching 
career at Penn Hills. “I had just lost both my parents and Jeanne, 
seeing that I was an ‘orphan’, took special care to guide me. She was 
instrumental in helping me become a good teacher.” 

“In our circle of friends, Jeanne was known as ‘The Source’ because 
she kept us all informed,” Neleigh recalled, “It was just amazing, how 
she connected with people and supported others. If you wanted to 
know something, you called Jeanne… To know Jeanne was a bless-
ing; to have had her as a close friend was a blessing.” 

Furrie loved to tout the growth and progress taking place at 
Slippery Rock University. In 2007, she brought together a group 
of eight friends for a campus visit. 

“Jeanne arranged for us to have lunch at North Hall, our old 
dormitory. Prior to lunch, all eight of us poured into a campus 
minivan for a tour and the chance to see the new student housing 
at Watson Hall, the Storm Harbor Equestrian Center, the ARC, 
and the about-to-be-completed Russell Wright Alumni House and 
Conference Center,” Neleigh said. 

“One of the remarkable things about our group of eight was the 
fact that we had representation from six different graduating classes: 
’45, ’61, ’66, ’68, ’71, and ’78. Jeanne was the glue,” said Neleigh. 

“As a teacher and coach, Jeanne guided many kids to go on to 
Slippery Rock for their college degree. She loved Slippery Rock.” 

Furrie left Neleigh her prized SRU rocking chair - the chair 
given to her by the SRU Alumni Association when she received 
the Association’s Past Presidents’ Service Award in 2007. 

“Jeanne made sure that her chair was handed down to me and I, 
in turn, will someday pass it down to a fellow SRU alum. A new tra-
dition has been established: this beautiful chair will be passed down 
from one Slippery Rock alumnus to another,” Neleigh said. 

Through her remarkable legacy, Furrie will continue to unite gener-
ations of Slippery Rock students via the Jeanne P. Furrie Scholarship 
fund, an endowed fund that will help 
shape the experience of many future 
Slippery Rock 
University 
alumni.

“ I think it’s a privilege to give. I am 
fortunate to have a Slippery Rock 
University education, to also have 
put some money aside."
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honor
New giving 
initiatives 

SRU’s 125th Anniversary

Bob and Elinor, ’79 Jeffrey with President Norton

A
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AAlumni and friends are celebrating the 
history of Slippery Rock University and 
helping to define its future by answering 
the “125th Anniversary Challenge.” This 
targeted campaign has a goal of raising 
$1.25 million in gifts to establish new 
annual and endowed scholarships. 

Dedicated alumni, recognizing the 
significance of the milestone and opportu-
nity to help deserving students, are meet-
ing the challenge head on. Several other 
student-support initiatives have been 
introduced to give donors options.

Bill Sonntag, ’70, and his wife, Jean, 
decided the time was right to estab-
lish the Jean and William Sonntag ’70 
Scholarship. Bill Sonntag is a long-time 
SRU supporter who currently serves as 
SRU Foundation board secretary. He has 
served with the foundation for 25 years.

“Jean and I liked the idea of celebrating 
SRU’s 125th Anniversary by starting an 
endowed scholarship,” Sonntag said. “We 
are honoring SRU’s history with an endow-
ment that will help SRU students forever.” 

The Sonntag family’s SRU roots run deep. 
“SRU’s history and my family’s history 

are intertwined,” Sonntag said. “I was the 
third generation in my family to attend 
SRU. My mom Mary Katherine Elliott 
Sonntag graduated in 1944. Her mother 
and my grandmother 
Margaret Book 
Elliott graduated  
in 1898.” 

The Sonntags’ 
scholarship will be 
renewable. Students 
from Wilmington, 
Slippery Rock and 
Laurel High school 
districts will receive 
first preference 
during the award 
process. 

“Bill and I were 
interested to learn 
that we could create 
a scholarship at the 
University that benefits graduates of the 
schools that helped to shape our family,” 
Jean Sonntag said. 

The gift of an endowed scholarship 
provides SRU with a permanent asset 
from which students can receive support. 
The minimum principal balance required 

to establish an endowed scholarship is 
$25,000. Initial contributions may be 
made in lesser amounts until the mini-
mum of $25,000 is reached. 

Upon learning of The 125th Anniversary 
Challenge, Ben Addison, a 1987 graduate 
and long-time SRU donor and dedicated 
member of the alumni association, decided 
now was the time to do more. 

“I had been chair of the Slippery 
Rock University Alumni Association 
Scholarship Committee and knew the 
impact scholarships were having on cur-

rent SRU students,” 
he said. “I would 
meet many of these 
students at the 
alumni association’s 
annual awards din-
ner. That being said, 
I knew there were 
many more deserv-
ing students who 
could benefit from 
scholarship support. 
I decided it was time 
to start an endowed 
scholarship. I like 
the connection that 
I have established 
between SRU’s past 

and future.” 
Annual scholarships are another way 

alumni and friends can get involved in 
meeting the challenge. 

SRU Foundation Board member, Betty 
Berkely, ’70, started an annual scholarship 
to help students.

“I liked knowing that 100 percent of 
the gift that I gave in December 2013 will 
be used for a student scholarship award 
in the 2014-15 academic year,” she said. 
“It is a pleasure to help someone in such 
a direct, straight-forward way. It means a 
lot to know that my gift will make a dif-
ference in a specific student’s life.” 

Annual scholarships can be established 
with a pledge of $1,250 or more per year 
for four consecutive years. The impact 
of the annual scholarship is immediate, 
meaning the funds are disbursed to the 
student recipient in the fiscal year they 
are received. 

Bruce Taylor, ’69, former alumni board 
member, is retired from a long career in 
education that included teaching spe-
cial education at the graduate level at 
Gwynedd Mercy University. 

“I committed to an annual scholarship 
that will provide aid to a special education 
major with plans to work with students 
who need emotional/behavioral support,” 
Taylor said. “It is a pleasure to help those 
who are helping others. It goes full circle 
for me, since Slippery Rock University 
helped me begin my career in education.” 

Other graduates have contributed 
through The Founders’ Society.

Longtime donors Elinor “Punky” Jeffrey, 
a 1979 graduate, and her husband Bob 
were the first 
to step forward 
in support 
of The Founders’ Society, a new annual 
giving society that recognizes alumni and 
friends who demonstrate their support via 
a $1,000 or more gift to Slippery Rock 
University each and every year.

Having endowed the Elinor Jeffrey 
Nursing Scholarship in 2001, the Jeffreys 
continue to make giving to SRU an 
annual tradition. 

Members of SRU’s Ruby Lifetime 
Giving Club, the Jeffreys said they real-

ized the need for consis-
tent, annual gifts to help 

SRU reach its goals. 
“We know that 

annual gifts provide 
valuable support to 

academic programs and 
students who are working 

hard on campus at this very moment. It 
is another way for us to contribute and 

125challeNGe
th anniversary

Left: Margaret Book Elliott Sonntag, ’1889
Right: Mary Katherine Elliott Sonntag, ’1944

Ben Addison, ’87, with student Katie Hill.
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greetings illustrate the new 1…2… Give 
Me 5! student giving back initiative. 

Throughout the 125th anniversary year, 
students will have the opportunity to sup-

stay connected to life on campus,” Elinor 
Jeffrey said. 

Named for those who provided the 
original support for Slippery Rock State 
Normal School, The Founders’ Society 
welcomes as a member any Slippery Rock 
University alumnus or friend who gives a 
total of $1,000 or more within the current 
fiscal year. The gift may go to the 125th 
Anniversary Challenge or to an existing 
project or designation of your choice. 
Donors may give a gift at one time or over 
the course of the year. Additional gifts of 
$1,000 or more on an annual basis will 
renew Founders’ Society membership in 

subsequent 
years.

Also created to honor SRU’s 125th 
anniversary is The 1889 Society, named 
for the first year of SRU’s existence. 

The recognition society was created to 
thank those who have made arrangements 
for a gift to SRU via a planned gift (will or 
living trust, life insurance policy, retirement 
account, gift annuity, or charitable trust). 

Charitable gift annuities can be advanta-
geous to both the donor and SRU. 

Robert Aebersold, SRU president from 
1984-1997, and a president emeritus and 
wife, Nancy, decided to give back via a 
charitable gift annuity.

“It is important for SRU alumni to 
know about this option,” he said. “With 
our annuity agreement, we were able to 
make a gift to SRU and establish a steady 
stream of income for Nancy and me dur-
ing our lifetime. It’s a win-win situation.” 

Joette Miller, ’73, and Mike Steele also 
chose to name SRU as a beneficiary of 
their revocable living trust. 

“We look at this as an opportunity to 
return to the University the benefits of 
our education. This is our legacy; our gift 
to future students,” Steele said. 

“A living trust means that we have 
control over our estate. We are able to 
predetermine how our estate will be used 
to help others. One of the most appealing 
aspects of a living trust is that our heirs 
and beneficiaries will not have to deal 
with probate. A living trust streamlines 
the process. Rational people want to avoid 
probate for their heirs,” Steele said. 

SRU President Cheryl Norton has 
been spotted on campus a lot lately giving 
students “high fives,” because she’s com-
mitted to student success and because the 

The 1889 SocieTy

port SRU philanthropically and garner 
presidential “high fives.” The initiative 
encourages students to donate $5 or more 
toward scholarships.

Alex Mowrey, a communication major 
from San Diego, Calif., accepted the 
challenge.

“I love that President Norton’s signa-
ture move is her ‘high five.’ She’s such an 
inspiration. I think it would be great to 
have T-shirts made with her giving the 
‘high five.’ What a fun way to start a tradi-
tion of giving at SRU and pay tribute to 
President Norton’s positive impact on our 
campus community,” Mowrey said. 

“These students’ gifts show a generosity 
of spirit that will hopefully set the stage 
for giving back when they become alumni. 
It is important to have a strong alumni-
giving program. It signifies alumni pride 
in the institution, signaling to others that 
this is the place to go. We cannot do it 
without you,” said Kimberly Arntz ’14, 
SRU phonathon coordinator. 

To commemorate the 125th anniver-
sary, SRU is also embarking on The Drive 
for 125 Annual Giving Campaign.

SRU President Cheryl Norton greets a student during the 125th Anniversary kickoff.
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The goal is to raise a minimum of 
$250,000 in both the 2013-2014 and 
2014-2015 fiscal years ($125,000 in the 
fall and $125,000 in the spring). Alumni 

will notice 
this as the 
theme for 

both the Annual Fund’s phonathon calls 
and direct mail solicitations. 

Albert “Lefty” Davis ’49, who lettered 
in three varsity sports while at SRU and 
was a Fulbright Scholar, received a call 
from an SRU phonathon student. The 
Bronx, N.Y., resident said he enjoys 
reconnecting with campus and talking to 
current SRU students. 

“How better to honor my alma mater’s 
history than with a gift to help students?” 
said Davis, who made a special gift in 
honor of the 125th celebration.

Every gift is important 
to Slippery Rock University

For information about giving opportunities 
in SRU’s 125th Anniversary year 

contact:

The SRU Foundation, Inc.
Phone: 724.738.2004

Toll free: 1.800.778.6389
Email: contact@srufoundation.org

Gifts can be made online using 
our secure server at www.srufoundation.org
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Sub-zero and snowy weather conditions forced unprecedented 
two-hour delays and even the cancellation of classes in late January 
and early to mid-February 2014 at Slippery Rock University.

Forty-one years earlier, a polar-opposite climate condition, 
a literal heat wave, caused the virtual cancellation of classes at 
Slippery Rock State College.

This wasn’t your ordinary heat wave, though. The rise in 
temperatures radiated outwardly from a red-hot Rock men’s 
basketball team.

“The 1972-73 season will be remembered as a year of firsts,” a 
postseason press release stated. “It marked the first time a SR team 
ever won more than 18 games, the first time a Green and White out-
fit had ever made it to the NAIA District 18 finals and also the first 
national tournament appearance for a Slippery Rock court unit.”

The aforementioned virtual shutdown of classes came in the 
wake of three consecutive Rock wins, including upset victories 
over the fourth- and fifth-seeded teams.

Those three triumphs ultimately resulted in the Green and White 
claiming a fourth-place finish in the 1973 NAIA national tourna-
ment in Kansas City, Mo. and finishing the season with a 23-7 win-
loss record that still stands as the most victories in school history.

The “wow factor” is being felt even today.
“We have some great memories from that season,” said Mark 

Balbach, The Rock’s 1972-73 team captain and leading scorer.
“It was one of the greatest experiences of my life,” added 

Denny Kopka, the only junior on a squad filled with seniors. “It is 
something I will remember for the rest of my life.”

“We really never thought we’d get to nationals,” Kopka said. “We 
just wanted to do well in the conference tournament. That’s all we 
were really thinking about when the season started. But once we got 
into the season and got going everything started to click for us.”

The Rock had three significant runs of success. The first was a 
six-game win streak following a season-opening loss at Westminster. 
Midway through the season, The Rock ran off eight consecutive 
wins, including a victory over Pennsylvania Conference Western 
Division champion Clarion. Five consecutive wins in the NAIA dis-
trict and national tournaments accounted for the final win total.

Along the way, The Rock encountered a couple of speed bumps 
as Clarion won the division championship and Cheyney claimed 
the conference crown.

Those proved to be minor setbacks, though, as The Rock enjoyed a 
recipe for success written by 30-year-old head coach, Mel Hankinson, 
whose workouts were…well, let’s just say they were “intense.”

“When you saw Mel take out his contacts and put on his glasses 
you knew it was time to get to work,” said Owen Long, one of 
three sophomores on the team.

“Hank got every ounce of talent out of me and everyone on the 
team,” Kopka said. “He made me do things I didn’t know I could, 
which I think was true for pretty much everyone on the team.”

“Hank drove us to the point every day in practice we thought 
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we couldn’t go any farther,” Kopka said, “but then somehow we 
found the energy to keep going. That paid off. We had energy left 
at the end of games when other teams were drained.”

“We were a hard-nosed team and very well coached,” Kopka 
said, “and very much close-knit. We were roommates and neigh-
bors throughout our careers.”

That comradery continues today. Several of the members of the 
1972-73 team gather regularly, “sometimes two or three times a 
month,” Balbach said. “We have a couple drinks and start telling 
stories, which get better as time goes on.”

“We learn things about each other and what went on when we 
were teammates that we never knew before,” Kopka said. “There 
are a lot of ‘Oh, OK, now I understand what was going on when 
that happened’ moments.”

The tie that binds the unit 
together was and still is the head 
coach, who set the tone early 
during preseason workouts.

“Hank told us ‘We may not 
be the most-talented team 
but no one will be in better 
shape,’ ” Kopka recalled. 
“We played a full-court 
press and man-to-man 
defense the entire game. 
We never let up.”

“Once the season 
started, we were on a 
mission,” Kopka said. 
“We knew we were 
good, but not great, 
but we also knew no 
team was going to 
outwork us.”

Somewhat surprisingly 
in light of the full-go, all-the-time approach 

instilled by Hankinson, the same five players started 29 of the 30 
games played that season: Balbach, Kopka, Ken Barlett, Doug 
Hudson and Peyton Tomblin. The only exception came in a home 
game against Grove City when Barlett was sidelined with the flu 
and Long filled in.

Backing up the five starters was a second unit that prided itself on 
pushing the first-teamers every day in practice: Terry Acker, Owen 

Long, Greg Munson, 
Denny Rockwell and 
Steve Viviano.

“Mel would pretty 
much sub five play-
ers in at a time,” 
Long said, “because 
he wanted to keep 
fresh bodies in the game 
so we could keep on playing man-to-man defense 
and pressing the other team.”

No matter which lineup was in the game at the time, the plan 
was always the same.

“We never really thought about who was in the game,” Long 
said, “because we pushed each other hard in practice every day 
and we knew what we were supposed to do and could count on 
each other to do their job.”

Hand-in-hand with that, “It didn’t matter to us who scored the 
points,” said Long, who along with Balbach has been inducted 
into the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame. “We played as a team.”

That approach resulted in five players ending the season with 
double-digit scoring averages, led by Balbach’s 13.3 points per game. 
Tomblin was second on the team in scoring at 12.2 points per game 
and led the team in rebounding at 8.1 per game. Kopka added 12.0 
points and 7.8 rebounds, Long 11.2 points and Barlett 10.9 points.

As a team, The Rock averaged 83.3 points per game and 
allowed opponents 71.4 points a game.

The straw that stirred The Rock’s drink, as the saying goes, was 
Hudson. “He was the guy who drove us to be the best we could be,” 
Long said. “He wasn’t a real vocal leader, but he got everyone ready 
to play, whether it was in practice or a game.”

“And Terry Acker must have taken a thousand charges that sea-
son,” Long said. “He was the one who set the tone for us in terms 
of being hard-nosed and not backing down.”

Ultimately, the total-team approach paved the way to a district 
title and an extended stay in the national tournament. But along 
the way there was some doubt, Long said.

“We lost twice to California (Pa.) that season,” Long said. “The 
second time we lost to them, looking back, I think it’s fair to say 
we weren’t real sure we were 
going to be able to reach our 
full potential.”

Only four teams qualified 
for the NAIA district tourna-
ment and The Rock’s spot 
was in doubt right up to the 
next-to-last game, a home 
date with Westminster.

An 81-77 win over the 
Titans from nearby New 
Wilmington earned SRSC 
a district-tournament 
berth, but rather than roll 
into postseason play The 
Rock had to shake off an 
86-76 loss to Edinboro 
in the regular-season finale.

It was against that backdrop that one of the 

PHOTOS: CLOCKWISE 

The 1972-73 Rock men’s basketball team roster included – Kneeling 
(from left): Mark Balbach, Ken Barlett, Terry Acker, Owen Long 
and captain Doug Hudson. Standing: Head coach Mel Hankinson, 
Denny Kopka, Denny Rockwell, Peyton Tomblin, Rick Dunsmore, 
Steve Viviano and Greg Munson.

Doug Hudson (10) and Terry Acker (24) cut down the nets fol-
lowing The Rock’s NAIA District 18 championship game win over 
Mercyhurst that propelled the Green and White into the NAIA 
national tournament in Kansas City.

Denny Kopka scores the game-winning points with three seconds left 
in overtime to beat Mercyhurst in the District 18 championship game 
that earned The Rock a berth in the NAIA national tournament.
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most memorable and heart-stopping wins in Rock men’s basket-
ball history took shape.

Paraphrasing then-Rock sports information director John 
Carpenter’s postgame press release:

Kopka took “a perfect pass” from Barlett and laid in the game-
winning basket with just three seconds left in the overtime period 
to give The Rock a 70-68 win over Mercyhurst in the district 
championship game.

But only after Balbach had scored 14 of Slippery Rock’s 23 
second-half points, including a “a pair of critical free throws with 
just 24 seconds left in the overtime.”

And Tomblin scored 12 of his 14 points in the first half and 
Barlett hit both ends of a one-and-one free throw situation in the 
waning moments of the overtime.

And, let us not forget, “Hudson … played his usual role as floor 
general and defensive specialist, holding the Lakers’ hot-shooting 
Carl Jones to just three field goals in the second half before induc-
ing Jones to commit his fifth foul on a charging call with 2:52 
remaining in the second half,” Carpenter wrote.

Even with all those exciting moments, and the back-to-back 
wins over Point Park and Mercyhurst in the district tournament, 
there were still doubters.

“When we earned the right to go to Kansas City, most people 
were thinking we’d only be there 
one or two days,” Balbach said. 
“But Saturday turned into Sunday, 
which turned into Monday and then 
Tuesday and we were still there.”

All told, The Rock played five 
games in the span of seven days in 
Kansas City.

“After we won our first three games, [then-SRSC] President 
[Albert] Watrel said, ‘Come on, let’s all go to Kansas City’ and 
announced that no one would be penalized for missing classes for 
going to the tournament,” Balbach said. “And a lot of people took 
him up on that offer.”

The Rock invasion of Kansas City was merely a carryover 
from the feverish fanacism that enveloped Morrow Field House 
throughout the season.

The Green and White won 13 of 14 home games during the 
magical 1972-73 season, due in a large part to … what else, a 
Rockin’ home crowd.

“The school put bleachers underneath the baskets at each end 
of the court in Morrow Field House,” Balbach recalled. “But you 
couldn’t get a ticket for our home games the last month and a half 
of the season. And if you weren’t there by the start of the junior 
varsity game, you weren’t going to find a seat because the place 
was packed and loud. Wow, was it loud.”

The No. 1 memory from the magical season for Long was his 
first-ever airplane flight.

For Kopka, “it was the fans. They took to us like fish to water,” 
he said.

“It had been so long since 
Slippery Rock had been good 
they really got behind us and 
supported us,” Kopka said. 
“I think they also knew what 
we went through every day 
in one of Hank’s practices 
and they liked our work ethic.”

The Field House was never more raucous than the 
night The Rock cashed their ticket to Kansas City and the NAIA 
national tournament with a 70-68 overtime win over Mercyhurst.

Upon arrival in Kansas City, The Rock took the national tour-
nament by storm.

“We were the smallest team there,” Kopka said. “I was the tallest 
guy on our team at 6-5. In our fourth game, against Augustana, we 
played against a frontline that had a 7-footer and a 6-11 guy.”

“Peyton Tomblin, who was 6-2, and I flipped a coin before 
the game to decide who was going to guard which of those guys,” 
Kopka said, “but it really didn’t matter. Either way, we were 
grossly undersized.”

A phenomenon that to this day still prevails unfolded once The 
Rock arrived in Kansas City.

“We had people coming up to us asking to buy the shirts off our 
backs,” Kopka said. “No one had 
heard of Slippery Rock and every-
one wanted a Rock shirt.”

“After we won our first two 
games, I called back to some buddies 
back here and said ‘Get all the Rock 
stuff you can find and bring it. You 

can make a lot of money selling it out here,’ ” Kopka said.
The ’72-73 squad finished its magical season with a 23-7 win-

loss record, the first of five 23-win seasons in the history of Rock 
men’s basketball.

“It was a great run, no question about it,” Balbach said.
“I don’t think we really knew how good we were when the sea-

son started,” Balbach said, “but we had a great coach and a lot of 
talent and things just fell our way.”

Not everything went The Rock’s way, though.
“It’s too bad,” Balbach said, “that Hank left The Rock about a 

month after our final game to take the job at Roanoke because I 
think we could have had a dynasty if he had stayed. We had six of 
the 11 guys on that ’72-73 team back for the next season.”

The Rock had to wait 17 years to record another 23-win season 
and have never matched the top-four national finish in 1973.

Fast-forward 40 years to the 2012-13 season. The Rock men, 
under the direction of current head coach Kevin Reynolds, 
recorded the fourth 23-win season in program history and scored a 
first-ever NCAA tournament first-round victory.

The temperatures outside may have been frosty, but the climate 
inside Morrow Field House was feverish.

Just like it was 41 years ago.

“I don’t think we really knew how good 
we were when the season started, but we 

had a great coach and a lot of talent 
and things just fell our way.”
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Slippery rock UniverSity  
gradUate programS
deSigned with yoU in mind

■ Adapted Physical Activity
■ Counseling and Development
■ Criminal Justice
■ Elementary Education
■ History
■ MBA
■ Nursing
■ Parks and Recreation
■ Physical Therapy
■ Secondary Education
■ Special Education

CONNECT WITH US
CALL: 1.877.SRU.GRAD (toll free) or 724.738.2051
EMAIL: graduate.admissions@sru.edu 
EXPLORE: www.SRU.edu/graduate

Experience the Difference

build the future  
you deserve



TheROCK
I am

diane Breidenstein, ’81, 
managing partner of intergistic Solutions, 
a business and management consulting firm 
with offices in Austin and denver.
dAY JOB: I provide business consulting to companies in the areas of strategic  
planning, team performance, leadership development and executive coaching.  

BACKGROUNd: I was a first generation college student and chose to leave my home 
in new Jersey to take what felt like a significant adventure to attend school at SRU. 
After leaving the Rock, I received my master’s degree from duke University and 
began my professional career as a hospital administrator. After 10 years, I took the 
plunge and co-founded a successful start-up that promoted personal and profes-
sional learning and growth. After selling the start-up, I joined other individuals who 
were in their second and third careers to form our business consultancy.

iNFLUeNCe OF SRU: Attending Slippery Rock University was a life-changing experi-
ence for me as a first generation college student. From an academic standpoint, I 
was well prepared for graduate school. In addition to the academic and leadership 
opportunities at SRU, I, like many, developed deep and meaningful friendships. One 
of my roommates at SRU is still a close and dear friend. A few years ago, I decided 
to fund an annual scholarship for first generation college students as a way to give 
back to the University that changed the direction of my life. It’s an honor to play a 
small part in a SRU student’s educational experience.
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