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Dear Friends,
With apologies to the great Dinah Washington for taking liberties with her lyrics, but
“what a difference a year makes.”
This time last year, I wrote to you about our enrollment and budget challenges.
Today, as the famous old time radio host Gabriel Heatter would say, “There is good
news in the house.”
This fall we enrolled our largest freshman class in the history of the University;
balanced the FY 13-14 budget, invested reserves for health, safety and deferred maintenance improvements, and collaborated effectively with all our employee groups to
reduce personnel costs through strategic attrition.
A year ago, the FY 15 budget projection was a $10.1 million deficit. Today, as the result
of the changes implemented in FY 14, the 3 percent tuition increase approved by the
board of governors, the 14.7 percent increase in the BOG technology fee, a 12.3 percent
increase in our freshmen class, a 20 percent increase in international students, and a 21
percent increase in graduate students we are predicting a balanced budget for FY 15.
I take great pride in the tremendous success we’ve accomplished this past year and feel
even more enthusiastic about what our terrific team and I will accomplish going forward.
I also take great pride in the external validations of success the University continues
to attract. Consider these recent accolades: “One of the Best Colleges in the Northeast”
by the Princeton Review; “One of the top 100 regional universities in the North” by
U.S. News and World Report; a “College of Distinction;” and “A President’s Honor
Roll Designee,” by the Corporation for National and Community Service.
The Chronicle of Higher Education named SRU a “Great College to Work For.”
The Daily Beast has listed us as “one of the safest campuses nationally.” Healthiest
Employers, Inc. has ranked us in the top 100 healthiest places to work in the U.S. The
Princeton Review named SRU, “one of the top 322 institutions nationally for our commitment to sustainability,” and SIERRA magazine identified SRU as “one of the top
100 Green Colleges in the U.S.”
AffordableCollegesOnline called SRU “A great lifetime return on investment.”
EducateToCareer.com named us a “Top 100 Best Value Colleges,” and College Factual
said SRU is a “Top 150 ‘Best for the Money’ schools nationally.”
At SRU, we are clearly walking the talk. Our goal? Build on our past and accelerate
into the future. We need your help and continued support. I’m confident that by working together, Slippery Rock University will continue to set the standard for delivering on
its promise to provide students with a comprehensive learning experience that intentionally combines academic instruction with enhanced educational and learning opportunities that will help them succeed in their lives and be engaged citizens.
						Cordially,

						Cheryl Norton, president
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To our readers
This edition of The ROCK completes the trilogy of magazines celebrating Slippery Rock
University’s 125th anniversary in 2014. Students
have contributed so much to the University’s
growth over the decades. You will read about their
influence in a story on the Student Government
Association.
Genuine heroes are rare. The late Navy Lt.
Michael Estocin, a 1954 SRU graduate, fits the
bill. Estocin, a pilot who died in action during the
Vietnam War, is the only alumnus to receive the
Congressional Medal of Honor. His widow and
classmates remember him in a poignant story you
won’t want to skip.
Professor, coach, union president, grand marshal and honorary ROTC colonel – Wilma Cavill,
assistant safety management professor, has worn
a lot of hats since she joined SRU in 1958. Her
memories are sure to spark a few of your own.
Also profiled in this edition are professors with
fast-paced hobbies and a graduate who manufactures mechanized wheelchairs for veterans with
disabilities.
Thank you for your enthusiasm for SRU.
Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The ROCK
gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
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About the cover
Slippery Rock University’s Mihalik-Thompson
Stadium is the scene of many exciting events,
including sports competitions, homecoming
and tribute ceremonies. Megan Shever, ’14,
designed and created the cover using Adobe
Illustrator and hours of painstaking detail work.
www.SRU.edu
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ROCK BYTES
SRU salutes veterans

Administrators, coaches take dip

SRU students, faculty and staff, including President Norton, paid $1 to hug a
veteran during SRU’s “Salute to Veterans”
night. Proceeds went to the Lone Survivor
Foundation and the SRU Student
Veterans of America organization.
The event included a pre-game “Touch
a Cannon” program offered by the SRU
Army ROTC cadets. Youngsters of all ages
enjoyed crawling in and out of a military
vehicle, sighting a cannon and viewing a
static military weapons display.
In other veterans’ news, Elizabeth
Kemeny, assistant professor of parks and
recreation, has received a $54,000 grant
from the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs to use in recreational therapy programs for local veterans.

President Cheryl Norton and four other University employees participated in the
Chillin’ 4 Charity fundraiser challenge benefiting breast cancer research, surrendering to
giant buckets of ice water that were tossed upon their heads for a good cause.
Noreen Herlihy, head women’s soccer coach, George Mihalik, football coach, Norton,
Paul Lueken, athletic director, Torry Rollins associate athletic director, took the plunge.
As individuals, many SRU employees and students took the Ice Bucket Challenge to
raise support for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) research.

Construction projects enhance campus

SRU students rank
University high

Bulldozers, cranes, forklifts, cement saws, steam rollers, paving machines and the beepbeep-beep of backing up backhoes have been a common sight on campus lately. SRU has
invested $2.5 million in campus upgrades, repairs and new construction.
Among the projects undertaken were:
• S wope Steam Line Replacement Project involving replacement of underground steam
lines between Swope Music Hall and the University Union.
• Replacement of the Old Main West Entrance, including adding a wheelchair lift, continues and is to be completed this fall;
•R
 enovations totaling $100,000 to the first floor of the Lowry Center, including the
addition of a wheelchair ramp to make the first floor accessible.
•A
 sphalt Maintenance and Repair, including portions of Stadium Drive, West Lake Lot,
Rock Pride Drive and the Smith Center Bookstore Lot.
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SRU students rate their SRU experience higher than their peers at other fouryear public universities, according to the
2013-14 National Student-Satisfaction
Inventory. Survey results were delivered to
the campus earlier this month. The report
notes 1,649 SRU students participated.
“We are very pleased to see we are
meeting, and exceeding, the expectations
of our students,” said Carrie Birckbichler,
associate provost for academic planning,
resource management and assessment.
“We know we have quality programs,
and we know our faculty are engaged in
providing a rock-solid education. It is
gratifying to see that students recognize
these efforts.”

ROCK BYTES
University SCALES-UP classrooms

U.S. Navy honors
alum Robert Stevens,
Lockheed Martin executive
Robert Stevens, ’76, executive chairman
of defense giant Lockheed Martin, was
honored by the U.S. Navy with a 2014
Lone Sailor Award.
Stevens, who served in the Marines,
was cited for his civilian career. Lockheed
Martin, a global security and aerospace
company with more than $40 billion in
annual sales, designs missiles and other
equipment for the Navy.

Slippery Rock

UNIVERSITY

SRU is building collaborative-style
classrooms in unlikely locations to pool
resources, save money and provide new
learning opportunities. Even North
Hall – a signature student housing unit
since 1939 – has been equipped with a
SCALE-UP classroom shared by physics,
geography, geology and the environment,
and exercise and rehabilitative sciences.
SCALE-UP is an acronym for StudentCenter Active Learning Environment
with Upside-down Pedagogies. The philosophy behind the “flip” is the teacher
functions as a learning facilitator, while
students become “teachers” by working
in teams and collaborating on assignments and activities. They solve prob-

Princeton Review

lems and share observations and discoveries with one another.
The classroom offers 36 digitized
tablets, a sound system and six display
screens.
Other new learning spaces include:
An Emergency Preparedness and Fire
Protection Training Center in Strain
Behavioral Science Building that enhances
the safety management major. The lab
gives students real-time education in fire
sprinkler systems, emergency communication, first responder notification, alarms
and commercial kitchen fire response.
A Math Emporium Lab and a Math
Assistance Center in Bailey Library.
New Writing Center in Bailey Library.

“One of best colleges and
universities in the Northeast.”

U.S. News and
World Report

“One of the top 100 regional
universities in the North.”

ETC College
Ranking Index

“A Top 100 Best Value
Institution”

Colleges of Distinction

Great day for the arts:
Trustees approve Miller Auditorium expansion

“A 2014-15 College of
Distinction for institutional commitment to engaged students,
great teaching, vibrant community and successful outcomes.”

The Slippery Rock University trustees voted to renovate Miller Auditorium
and expand the renovations to include both East and West Gym, including a
9,500-square-foot addition for theatre shop space, a dance studio and a new lobby
as part of a new Performance and Classroom Laboratory facility.
Total cost of the new plan is set at $22.9 million.
Ten dance majors attended the trustees meeting urging a construction commitment
from the board, saying SRU needs a better performing arts facility to remain competitive in recruitment of art students.

Healthiest Employers, Inc.
“One of the top 100 Healthiest
Workplaces in America”

Chronicle of
Higher Education

“One of only 92 colleges
nationally recognized as a 2014
Great College to Work For.”
#8333 9-2014

www.SRU.edu
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SRU embraces China partnerships
A Chinese proverb teaches that, “If people are of one
heart, even the yellow earth can become gold.”
Shortly after signing a student-exchange agreement with
China’s Xi’an Fanyi University, SRU administrators extended
a warm welcome to five administrators from Wuhan Sports
University, who came to explore a partnership.
SRU President Cheryl Norton, along with Amir
Mohammadi, vice president for finance and administration, and Pam Frigot, director of SRU’s Office for Global
Engagement, hosted the delegation and led the team on a campus tour.
“This is another example of Slippery Rock University expanding our global presence to
benefit our students. We hope to soon be able to welcome additional students from China,”
Norton said.

Slippery Rock

University

Princeton Review
Guide to Green Colleges

“One of the top 322 institutions
nationally for its commitment to
sustainability.”

AASHE

“A Silver STAR awardee for
sustainability performance.”

Sierra Magazine

“One of the top 100 Green
Universities in America”

Affordable Colleges
Online.org

“A great lifetime return on
investment.”

Corporation for National
and Community Service
“Honor Roll for exemplary
community service.”

GI JOBS

“A military friendly university.”

College Factual

“Best for the Money”
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Coming soon:
new SRU website
Keep your eye on sru.edu because a new
website, scheduled to go live by the end of
the year, will offer more user-friendly, colorful content.
Darcy White, director of Web communication, and Rita Abent, executive director of
communication and public affairs, have been
working on a redesign. Pages will be viewable
on desktop computers, laptops, tables and
smart phones without loss of clarity.
“Because technology is constantly changing, we have to stay up-to-date on innovative technological happenings while providing the best possible content delivery to
those who visit us online, especially potential students and their parents,” White said.

Paint it black, red, yellow
and blue
Art students painted more than 14
picnic benches in the town park, providing a community-service project that
complement’s the 2-D design class.
Heather Hertel, assistant professor of art,
led the project and teaches the class.

Physics majors pilot
drone research
Three physics majors who plan to
become engineers worked with a drone
this semester to research the feasibility of
using an unmanned aerial device during
emergency response.
Maxx Swoger of Erie, Brittany Drew
of Cranberry and Kevin Weigle of East
Palestine, Ohio, using a DJI Phantom FC40
drone with smart camera to flight directing the drone on campus to investigate its
maneuverability in various situations.
“We came up with different ways that a
drone could be used to create higher efficiency in multiple scenarios,” Drew said.
“Some scenarios we simulated were flying
the drone through a sewer, examining
cracks on walls and the ground, transporting small items, reading parking passes
and license plates and moving in tight
curvy places.”

Congressman honors SRU
This year’s homecoming celebrating SRU’s 125th anniversary
included the presentation of an American flag by U.S. Rep. Mike
Kelly to SRU President Cheryl Norton.
The flag was flown over the U.S. Capitol Aug. 14, 2014, in
honor of the 125th anniversary of the founding of SRU. Kelly
paid tribute to SRU by mentioning SRU’s anniversary on the
House floor. To watch a video of Kelly on the floor visit:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HwPL-2IZ9A&feature=youtu.be

UNIVERSITY BOOKSHELF
New books by SRU faculty and alumni

Alum honors ‘center
of the universe’
Tim Croll, a 1991 SRU geography graduate
and laborer for SRU’s facilities and planning,
has written and self-published a natural history book, “Slippery Rock: The Philosophical
Center of the Universe.”
The result of more than two years of
research, the 200-page paperback examines the
natural history of the region and people. Croll offers observations and explores the history of the area’s inhabitants, the
economy and philosophy that shaped the area’s personality
before and after the founding of SRU 125 years ago.
The book is available at crollmedia.com

Professor continues
children’s book series
Graduate student goes ‘bats’
While many people regard bats as grosslooking disease vectors, graduate student
researcher Lauren Brink, ’10, thinks they’re
interesting animals that are important to the
ecosystem and human agriculture and believes
more effort should be taken to conserve them.
Brink, a graduate parks and resource management major from Glenshaw, is experimenting with recycled materials to construct bat
boxes. Paulette Viola, SRU parks and recreation professor, is her research adviser.
Two of her bat boxes will be tried out this
winter at Raccoon State Park in suburban Pittsburgh.
“Bats are fascinating,” Brink said. “Their hunting methods,
sensory systems and echolocation abilities are amazing. Bats are
the world’s only flying mammals and there is so much more to be
learned from them.”

Anne Slanina, SRU associate professor
of elementary education and early childhood
development, continues her “Annie Mouse”
series with “Annie Mouse’s Route 66 Family
Vacation.” Slanina was invited to talk about
her books at the Route 66 International
Festival. The new book is available at
www.anniemousebooks.com

SRU offers live sports feed
Rock sports fans can watch multiple athletic events live
thanks to a new, interactive showcase introduced by the
Athletic Communication Office.
“We’re stepping our coverage up to a new level this year
with the help of other departments on campus and our website
provider, SIDEARM Sports,” said Jon Holtz, athletic communication director. We’ve been able to provide some live audio
coverage in the past, but this new endeavor will bring live video
together with our live statistics and live social media efforts to
provide an All-Access channel for live coverage of certain events,”
he said.
To view the page, visit: www.RockAthletics.com/watch.

MAJOR MENTORS: (from left) Melanie Seymour, a Slippery
Rock University psychology major from Spring, Texas; Susan
Hannam, dean of the SRU College of Health, Environment and
Science; Susan Hadley, music professor, and Leigh Ann Datt,
director of the SRU Office of Student Conflict Resolution, received
2014 Women of Distinction Awards. They were honored at a leadership/mentoring dinner offered by the Women’s Studies Program
and the President’s Commission on the Status of Women. Award
recipients received a necklace and pendant designed by local artist
Linda Forsty-Jacobs.
www.SRU.edu
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David Boucher, ’80,
community health
administration
Home:
Columbia, S.C.
Profession:
I serve as president and chief operating
officer of UCI Medical Affiliates, Inc., and
manage a network of 75 retail health facilities in South Carolina – 52 urgent care centers and 23 physical rehab centers that serve
more than 800,000 patients each year.
Hobbies:
My job, running, American League baseball
and travel.
Accomplishments:
After selling and delivering birthday cakes to
coeds at The Rock with a start-up company,
my career has been blessed with multiple
turn-around opportunities and a couple of
startups. Fortunately, all of these enterprises
have been health care related, so it has
been rewarding to help others for the past
34 years. In addition to serving as hospital
CEO, I’ve been a 19-year Rotarian. I have
run 23,000 miles over the past 23 years and
coached youth soccer for 21 years. I achieved
fellow status in the American College of
Healthcare Executives.
Why I give:
Giving back is simply the right thing to
do. My life and career have been truly
blessed beyond my wildest imagination. I
give to the Polio Plus program of Rotary,
to the Columbia Free Medical Clinic via
the United Way of the Midlands, to the
South Carolina Philharmonic, to the South
Carolina Arts Foundation and to The Rock.
For me, giving to Slippery Rock University
is a way to return thanks to the institution
that gave me an unfair advantage. Giving to
SRU is also a quiet avenue to memorialize
Dr. Lois Thompson, professor of health services, who believed in me early on and was
so instrumental in my education.
TheROCK
ROCK Fall
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FALL CLASSIC: An autumn sunrise in front of Morrow Field House bathed campus
with a golden wreath of light. Fall colors soon gave way to – oh no – winter.

Transition program trains students with disabilities
SRU has received nearly $500,000 in grants to launch the SRU Transition Program,
a new project that adds physical activity and nutrition as components to the job training
services SRU students currently provide to those with disabilities.
SRU undergraduates serve as mentors to young adults with disabilities ages 15-25.
SRU graduate students in the Adapted Physical Activity Program serve as program
coordinators.
“This is a new project but spins off our previous work using the concept of the ‘I Can
Do It, You Can Do It mentoring model,’” said Robert Arnhold, physical and health
education professor. “But we’ve expanded mentoring and use physical activity and good
nutrition as the foundation for strengthening job training skills, independence in residential living and have also added an educational component.”
RIGHT SUM: (from left)
Cameron Scott-Partee, an
undeclared major from
Carnegie, works with Annette
Salsovic, assistant professor
academic services, in SRU’s
new Math Emporium in
Bailey Library. The emporium emphasizes computer
learning at a student’s own
pace, with professors and student teachers serve as coaches.

Check out the historical timeline
of SRU at:

www.sru.edu/125celebration/
Pages/Timeline.aspx

Pakistani student settles
at SRU
When
Pakistani
Sardar Ahmed
Shah decided
to study in
the west,
he knew he
would choose
a university
in Europe
or the U.S.
He landed at
Slippery Rock,
majoring in
business management and taking a full
load of classes.
He enrolled as part of the U.S.
Department of State’s Global Undergraduate Exchange Program in Pakistan
project.
“My favorite course is my philosophy
class taught by Dr. [Richard] Findler,”
he said.

Dancers show Afro-Colombian moves
Fifteen dance majors recently demonstrated their Afro-Colombian dance skills last
weekend at West Virginia University’s Hispanic Heritage Night program. Students, in
costume, performed “La Danza del Garabato,” which describes the battle between life
and death. Melissa Teodoro, associate dance professor who teaches Afro-Colombian
dance, led the trip.

Every WWI poster
tells a story

A new campus exhibit of authentic World
War I posters sheds light on the global conflict
that began 100 years ago. SRU is marking the
anniversary with a yearlong WWI series, and
has opened up the poster exhibit to anyone
who wants to check it out.
The 24 posters are displayed on the third
floor of Bailey Library. Titles include “Give
or We Perish,” “You Can Help” and “On the
Job for Victory.”
“They were for the most part propaganda
posters,” said Tom Como, SRU art professor.
“They were trying to appeal to peoples’ sense
of civic duty to support the war effort by purchasing War Bonds and supporting recycling.”
Kevin McLatchy, library technician in
archives, hung the exhibit. Art department
students cleaned and repaired posters in preparation for the display. Judy Silva, assistant
professor of library, coordinated the project.
Mass-produced for factories, libraries and
offices, the posters depict mythical characters
such as Lady Liberty and historical figures
such as Joan of Arc in various poses, with
catchy phrases to motivate Americans to
support the war. They include “Americans
All!” “See Him Through” and “Women of
America, Save Your Country.”
www.SRU.edu
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SRU Rocks
‘Big House’
After months of anticipation, the Slippery Rock
University football team and Mercyhurst took the
field at the University of Michigan Oct. 18, 2014, for
the Big House Battle. Despite a 45-23 Rock loss, Big
House fever gripped campus for weeks. A campus
pep rally drew a big crowd, followed by a cheering
arrival from Rock fans in Ann Arbor. More than 400
students climbed aboard buses at 6 a.m. for the
five-hour drive to the stadium, complementing the
hundreds of alumni and friends of the University who
made the trek north to cheer on the green and white.
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“

Managing at
times 15-20 projects
simultaneously, all
while going to class
and getting a degree,
allows you to learn
how to set goals
and make timelines and get things
down quickly and
efficiently.

”

E

very year, hundreds of prospective students stream into Slippery Rock University for a checkit-out visit. Admission tour guides beckon newcomers to discover what awaits them by pointing to
the Robert M. Smith Student Center, a $39 million eye-grabber with glass-encased theater, ballroom, restaurants, fireplace lounges and offices.
While guests easily see the building’s grandeur, less known is the influence students wielded in
the development of the new student union. Student Government Association students championed the Smith Student Center for more than eight years before finally seeing it become a reality.
SGA, launched in 1935, stands as one of the institution’s most important organizations in the
institution’s 125-year history. Involvement gives students a credential to get ahead in work and life.
“Managing at times 15-20 projects simultaneously, all while going to class and getting a degree,
allows you to learn how to set goals and make timelines and get things down quickly and efficiently,”
said David Wolfe, a ’13 sport management graduate and former SGA president who works as a ticket
representative for the Pittsburgh Steelers. “It teaches you how to interact with people very high up in
an organization. Meetings with the president [Art Rooney II] of the organization are not a problem
because I am not dealing with pre-meeting jitters like other employees would be.”
Slippery Rock Student Government Association operates as a separate 501(c)(3) corporation affiliated with the University. The association owns the campus bookstore and childcare center, manages
the vending operations, allocates student fees, funds athletics and runs the Happy Bus.

Student Government Association
BUILDS

LEADERS
www.SRU.edu
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LEADERS
Every spring, students elect 31 SGA senators
and six officers, including the president and vice
president. SRU’s Student Activities Fee generates
$1.9 million for SGA-funded programs.
Al Politano, ’86, political science, said he
served on SGA because governing bodies and
leadership interested him. Students elected
him freshman senator in 1981 and president
in 1984.
“The life and career skills that are learned
by being in a leadership role are a vast
amount,” he said. “Being able to deal with
all types of personalities; learning the skills
of negotiations; having the responsibility of
being the voice for others and implementing
and accomplishing things that benefit those
you represent.”
The next step in SGA’s development is the
creation of a new corporate board of directors.
SGA amended its constitution to form a board
comprised of students, alumni, community
residents and an SRU Foundation member.
The prior board, called cooperative activities,
was made up of elected SGA officers, students
at large, faculty and administrators.

“

I was completely naïve
when I came to SRU as a
freshman and really did
not understand a lot of
what went into making
events and things happen.
SGA has developed me not
only as a leader, but as an
overall person.

”
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History
While students have always had an unofficial say in programs and academics since the
formation of Slippery Rock Normal School
in 1889, students harnessed decision-making
power with the creation of SGA in 1935 and
the election of four officers.
The 1938 Sagina yearbook paid tribute
to the efficiency of SGA by noting students
formed relief committees to help distribute
funds following the 1937 fire in North Hall.
By 1951, SGA had grown to include 12
members, three from each class. “Faculty
members and administrators are invited to the
meetings of the association and work in cooperation with students to accomplish improvements on campus and to solve problems as
they arrive,” the 1951 yearbook reported.
The 1955 yearbook gave credit to SGA for
remodeling the recreation area in The Hut
student center; constructing East Lake Pond,
furnishing a television lounge in South Hall;
and pushing for a parliamentary law class.
In the 1960s, SGA used the name Student
Government Representative Council, but
switched back in the 1970s and has been
known as SGA since. It became a non-profit
organization in 1975.
According to “Slippery Rock University, the
Legend Behind the Name” by Robert Watson,
’70, SGA has coordinated hundreds of clubs,
including Greek organizations and academic

and hobby groups such as the Psychology
Club, Camera Club and Men’s Glee Club.
SGA has also demonstrated leadership by
providing aid relief to students displaced by
fire or other hardship and organized fundraisers to provide relief from disasters such as
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
SGA brought FM radio to campus in
1989 and re-launched the Saxina yearbook.
In 2008, SGA built the SGA Pavilion in the
Quad by obtaining a Pittsburgh 250 Green
and Growing Grant. In 2004, SGA approved
a $40,000 feasibility study for building a new
student union. Students eventually passed
a referendum allocating future student fees
for construction of the Smith Center, which
opened in 2012.

‘Huge difference’
Matthew Scott, an environmental science
major from Greenville, said he served as an
SGA residence hall senator in 2013, describing
it as one of the best experiences of his life.
“SGA makes a huge difference on campus
but goes largely unnoticed,” he said. “Services,
such as The Happy Bus, movie series, legal
advice from a certified lawyer and funding for
student organizations are just a fragment of
everything SGA provides for students.”
Scott said involvement helped him develop
networking skills and allowed him to make
students’ experiences more memorable.
SGA gives students political experience.
Katie Hill, an early childhood and special
education manager from Stow, Ohio, said
she joined SGA as a Watson Hall senator her
sophomore year. In spring 2014, students
elected her SGA president. She was also elected
homecoming queen this fall.
Hill said she joined SGA to serve students,
because of her passion for SRU and to help
other student voices be heard.
“How to get involved is probably the most
important decision you can make when coming to college,” Hill said. “Being involved and
taking leadership positions on campus have
definitely helped boost my confidence.”
Vanessa Dufford, a psychology major from
Butler and SGA vice president for student
affairs, said SGA has helped her mature and
become more aware of students’ needs.
“I was completely naïve when I came to
SRU as a freshman and really did not understand a lot of what went into making events
and things happen,” she said. “SGA has
developed me not only as a leader, but as an
overall person.”
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Bookstore features e-books, e-catalog, eZ access
Shopping at the Slippery Rock University campus bookstore
is now just a click away. The new breed of bookstore is sure to
impress earlier generations who remember a textbooks-only vault.
Back in the day, you tottered into a basement-level shop with
exposed pipes, narrow aisles and a puzzling maze of shelves to
search for your assigned texts to purchase. Students walked to a
separate building to buy notebooks, pens, pencils and erasers.
Today, as the University celebrates its 125th anniversary, the
Slippery Rock Student Government Association Bookstore is one
of the main campus hubs because of the variety of products and
services offered. On the ground floor of the Smith Student Center,

the new bookstore stocks more than 220,000 items, including computers and electronic accessories in a 3,500-square-foot
Electronic Technology Store.
Virtual connectivity enables students to reserve textbooks online
and opens the vast inventory to anyone with online access. A
Facebook page (1,100 likes and counting) raises awareness of sales
and new merchandise.
Wear it, post it, love it.
The Rock faithful place orders far and wide.
“We received a phone call from someone who wanted a Slippery
Rock University hat. That wasn’t unusual; the fact that he called
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from Perth, Australia, was the unusual part,” Beth Thompson,
assistant bookstore manger, said. “His mates didn’t believe there
really was a place called Slippery Rock, and that there was a university there, so he needed a hat to prove it to them.”

Long legacy
Tom McPherson finds himself thinking about SRU history
a lot these days – not the minutia of program or staff development, but something else. His history. The bookstore’s history.
They’re intertwined.
McPherson worked at the bookstore
from 1968-2004 – 36 years – and played a
vital role in its transition from cellar-dweller
to destination magnet. He joined the bookstore as a clerk, rose through the company
ranks and retired as store manager.
The bookstore wasn’t just another
mom-and-pop business going through
the motions. McPherson guided growth
in a strategic manner, expanding the
selection of books and keeping an eye out
for titles and trinkets students and other
customers enjoyed.
With fewer and fewer bare shelves, McPherson more than tripled
sales while supervising 12 staffers and 25 student employees a year.
The bookstore evolved to become a campus information center promoting academics and school spirit.
“When I became manger in 1986, our sales were $1.8 million
per year,” McPherson said. “When I left, we were just approaching
$5 million.”
The bookstore didn’t start as a $1-million operation, far from it.
In 1889, when Slippery Rock State Normal School opened, students shuffled between the former South Hall men’s dormitory for
textbooks and the basement of Old Main for supplies.
Students paid $32.50 a term in tuition, including textbooks. The
primers supported psychology, geometry, history and Caesar classes.
Through the 1920s, the variety of textbooks expanded to include
music, economics, the teaching of English, biology and government. Purchasing signature clothing was not an option.
The next developments occurred in the 1930s. The Old Main
section of the bookstore was added and room and ownership transferred to the Student Government Association after the commonwealth no longer allowed colleges to operate a bookstore.
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Turning the page
The institution’s two-site approach continued until the late 1960s.
McPherson, remembering his first year in 1968, recalled organizing
books, scrubbing floors and answering phones. He earned $1.90 an
hour, which, he pointed out, was nearly twice as much as the job he
left as a gas station attendant.
There was no browsing for discounted bestsellers, no T-shirts, no
cappuccino machine and not a single oversized chair for lounging.
“There was a basement student lounge in Old Main, and we were
next to that, through the double glass doors,” McPherson
recalled. “That summer of 1968, we remodeled a stock
room in the back, and that is when we started selling
Slippery Rock sweatshirts and T-shirts.”
McPherson’s bookstore career slowed down only once,
in 1969 when the Army drafted him for two years.
After returning to western Pennsylvania in 1971, plans
were afoot to relocate to the new University Union. The
moved occurred in 1972.
While he recalled difficult personnel circumstances,
McPherson said one career highlight happened in the 1980s when
actor Martin Sheen showed up over
Christmas break.
“Our clothing buyer saw him first,”
McPherson said. “He and his lawyer
were driving to some protest going on
in Ohio. They saw a sign for Slippery
Rock. We tried not to make too much
of a fuss. He was very nice. He posed for
photos with staff.”
While SRU enlarged operations, students self-shopped for textbooks until
1994, when the University expanded the
bookstore and hired clerks.
A decade later, students, through SGA,
passed a referendum funding the new
Smith Student Center, paving the way for
the new bookstore that opened in 2012.
The Student Government Association
owns and oversees operations as a component of the Slippery Rock Student
Government Association, Inc. The asso-

ciation is a non-profit affiliated entity of SRU. The relationship is
important, because dollars spent in the SGA Bookstore directly benefit SRU students. SGA funds athletics, the “Happy Bus,” concerts
and speakers, a child care center and cooperative activities.
“The goal of the SGA Bookstore is to offer products and services
that reflect the dynamic needs of the University community,” said
Wendy Leitera, SGA business manager. “We are a proud member
of the SRU family, and the students are our primary focus. We
provide all the textbooks and supplies our students require to promote their academic success in one convenient setting.”

store with syllabi in hand, clerks fetch textbooks for students who
haven’t reserved them online.
In catering to a new category of learners, the hybrid reader, the
bookstore offers e-book options and textbook rentals. Last semester,
students rented 5,000 textbooks.
“The coolest thing that they offer nowadays is how I can log on
the bookstore website and order a textbook for a class and go pick it
up the next day,” said Maxx Swoger, a physics major from Erie.
Swoger said the inventory caters to the social interests too, by
offering headphones, cell phones, software used in classes, video
games and movies.
The bookstore inventory runs the gamut, offering everything
from postcards to hoodies. The apparel list includes T-shirts, quarter-zip sweatshirts, vests, caps and sport-themed jerseys. Giftware
incorporates SRU-themed mugs and glasses, clocks, bobble heads,
neckties, socks, postcards, pens, key chains, teddy bears (six different kinds) and license plates.
Students embrace the facility for one-stop shopping, picking up
essentials such as toothpaste, snacks, art supplies, greeting cards,
umbrellas and blankets. Fiction and non-fiction, children’s titles and
books written by SRU professors are available.
A colorful core, numerous clothing and giftware racks, and greeting card displays welcome those who visit in person. Ceiling lights,
wireless and elevated work cubicles contribute to the café scribereader vibe. Students and others who work there foster good customer service by making purchase suggestions.

New chapter
Big reach
Class resources, not apparel, remain the biggest sellers in the
Smith Student Center location.
Joe Flynn, store manager and a 1985 graduate, said course materials account for 66 percent of sales; clothing 21 percent; school
supplies, technology products, convenience items and giftware the
final 13 percent.
“This is a somewhat unusual merchandise mix for a typical college bookstore,” Flynn said. “Most bookstores rely solely on textbooks and course materials for survival in this market.”
In bookstore operations pertaining to textbooks, the philosophy
of stacking books high in the hope they will fly off the shelves is
long gone. Unlike the old days, when students leafed through the

Like the switch from conventional to digital books, the bookstore’s
operational modernization involves new elements. Students voted this
year to restructure the Slippery Rock Student Government Association
in order to recruit a diversified board of directors who will provide strategic direction and support. The new board will be comprised of students, alumni, community residents and an SRU Foundation member.
The new board won’t change the bookstore’s first and foremost
mission – student success.
Bob Walker, a 1975 SRU graduate and current bookstore assistant
manager, said he remembers the original site and move.
“My first semester, in fall 1971, my textbooks were distributed from
the bottom of Old Main,” Walker said. “I remember buying
some of my first record albums at the bookstore, too – vinyl, oh yeah.”
And that is a big part of what he does – and doesn’t – miss.

www.SRU.edu
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TRAC FAB

Wheeling
						and
V

Veterans with disabilities often
face unemployment, depression
and other adversity after action.
Slippery Rock University
graduates David Kennedy, ’06,
and Natasha Velazquez, ’08,
help them and others with
mobility struggles.
Disabled. Broken. Depressed. These are the words
that haunted Navy veteran Richard Bogue for 17
years after a fall down a ship ladder well contributed to a disability that confines him mostly to a
wheelchair.
The medically disabled father of three felt like
his life had become a bleak succession of “you’ll
never,” “you can’t,” “you won’t.” He had even lost
his first love, the outdoors, and yearned to fish and
camp with his 14-year-old son.
Less than a year ago, Bogue recast himself as an
adapted outdoorsman after the U.S. Independence
Fund paid for an all-terrain wheelchair manufactured by Trac Fabrication in Grove City. Slippery
Rock University graduate David Kennedy, ’06,
owns the company; Natasha Velazquez, ’08, manages the office; Nicole Kennedy, a 2008 doctor of
physical therapy graduate, lobbied for the company to develop the product by sharing veterans’
medical challenges.
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“The Trac-Fab chair has been very uplifting
to my spirits, and I am not so depressed anymore
since I can do things outside now, and I am not
stuck in the house. This was a Godsend.”

g
healing

– Navy Veteran Richard Bogue

“People don’t know how much a veteran or any disabled person goes through mentally or physically until you are in their
shoes,” Bogue said. “The Trac-Fab chair has been very uplifting
to my spirits, and I am not so depressed anymore since I can do
things outside now, and I am not stuck in the house. This was
a Godsend.”

Post-traumatic best
Every veteran’s road to recovery is personal and unique. Some
warriors have no choice but to start down the road alone when
they sustain a physical injury. Others internalize emotional pain
for too long and need help. Regardless of when recovery starts,
Trac Fabrication is waiting to provide wheeling and healing.
Using the slogan “Radical Mobility Products,” the company
produces wheelchairs that can go almost anyplace a person would
walk or hike, without getting stuck or tipping over. The units
offer numerous accessories such as a water bottle holder, headlights, fishing rod holder, a rifle holder, shooting platform and an
iPad mount.
“The chairs are very well made, and they are quite strong; my
Trac chair just mows over anything in the way in the woods,”
said Bogue, who served in the Navy from 1986 to 1992 and lives
in Danville, Ga. “I plan on getting the fishing attachment so that
the chair can hold my pole. The gun support is my next thing I
hope to get since my arthritis and meds cause me to be jittery so
the gun is never perfectly steady.”

Home front
Founded in 2012, Trac Fabrication has assembled more than
100 chairs at its full-fabrication plant. The company employs
three veterans and has custom-made chairs for more than 50 veterans. Other clients include injured athletes, the elderly and users
who are chronically ill.
Kennedy, a technology management graduate, said he logs 70
hours a week running the business. He left a higher-paying job
designing robots, saying money isn’t everything.
“My father and my brothers all served, all in the Army,”
Kennedy said. “I came to realize how many lives are lost and the

THEY CARE: (from left) David Kennedy, ’06 and Natasha Velazquez, ’08,
develop specialized wheelchairs for veterans with disabilities.

sacrifice veterans made. Helping them is a compassion thing. If
you don’t have your head in the clouds, it is impossible not to
have a deep respect for veterans.”
Trac Fabrication builds two models, the TC2 and TC2S, both
with tank-like treads. Chairs feature heavy-gauge steel frames,
seatbelts and harness options, high-torque motors and gearboxes
and multiple charger options. Riders use a joystick to drive the
wheelchairs. Each takes three months or less to assemble.
Kennedy said clients have used his products for hunting, fishing, paintball, hiking, camping and swap meets.
“Our market is so wide,” he said. “We have veterans, which
is huge. We have people who are disabled from birth. We have
people who are disabled in accidents. And you have the aging
www.SRU.edu
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population, which is huge.”
Many veterans must depend on
government-paid wheelchairs, which
work for straight-surface mobility but
little else, Kennedy said.
“If they were lucky enough to get
a government chair for free, meaning a regular wheelchair, they could
only go on paved surfaces or where
somebody had built a ramp,” he
said. “The Trac chair will go over anything – snow, sand and lots of
other surfaces.”
Kennedy said he believes he’s found his calling.
“Unless something detrimental happens to me, I’ll never want to
quit this job because it gives me the best feeling in the world,” he
said. “To have somebody who is depressed and downtrodden get
into one of our Trac chairs and all of a sudden be able to do things
they thought they would never be able to do is a great feeling. To
see them regain some sense of independence is incredible.”

Three of us
David Kennedy’s technical background and Nicole Kennedy’s
medical background as a physical therapist meshed to create the
life-changing business.
Nicole Kennedy, who works in acute, skilled and home health
care, said she treats World War II veterans to active duty soldiers.
The irony is hard to ignore: Veterans who supported the
American values of freedom and independence in the military in
many cases lack it in their own lives. Depression, boredom, loneliness and physical problems beset many, she said.
“Many have lived through unimaginable circumstances,” she
said. “I have been able to become close with many vets and have
been shocked on many occasions to hear what they have gone
through in their lives. Many have given up on their normal life
and hobbies and are confined to a life of limited mobility.”
Velazquez, a criminology graduate, said she knows firsthand the difficulties faced by veterans with disabilities. Her
father Santiago Velazquez served in Saudi Arabia during 1991’s
Operation Desert Storm. He came home with a Bronze Star as
well as permanent ringing in the ears, a bad back and permanent
pain in his ankles.
Velazquez, an Army brat who was born in Germany, said she
communicates with veterans to hear their stories and vet their
needs, enabling Trac Fabrication to customize a chair. She contacts veterans once a week during production.
“It makes me want to cry,” she said, “when some of the customers tell me their stories.”

Challenges and victories
Mark Driscol, a former plumbing and lighting merchant who
lives in Montana, said he heard about Trac Fabrication in 2013
18
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when watching television commentator Bill O’Reilly’s report on
the Wounded Warrior Project.
Driscol said he retired in 1995 after he could no longer function physically on the job because of multiple sclerosis. He uses
speech-recognition software to communicate on computers.
“By 2002, my disease had progressed to a point where I was
removed from my home by adult protective services and put in
a nursing home. I was 114 pounds as well as over medicated on
prescription drugs that my doctors had prescribed,” he said.
Driscol’s disability, secondary progressive multiple sclerosis,
confines him to a bed or wheelchair. His legs are paralyzed and
his upper body strength is minimized, making use of his hands
and upper body a big challenge in his day-to-day life.
Driscol said he ordered a wheelchair in August 2013 and
received it that December. The chair changed his life.
“This past winter, I was able to shovel with my Trac Fab and truly
enjoyed the winter here in Montana,” he said. “I am now able to go
fishing, camping, hiking and hunting and am able to work outside at
my own capacity as fatigue is always my biggest challenge.” Driscol
said he has become an ambassador for Trac Fabrication, paying it
forward by plugging the company on Facebook. He programmed his
cell phone to ring to the Trac-Fab theme song.
“The TracFab has given me back the great confidence that I
had as a father, husband and merchant,” he said.

HERO
COURAGE
HONOR
TENACITY

for our time
The word hero is often overused, but in the case of the
late Navy Lt. Cmdr. Michael Estocin,’54, the declaration
is entirely justified. The Slippery Rock University graduate is the only alumnus to receive the military’s highest
decoration.
www.SRU.edu
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COURAGE
HONOR
TENACITY
In April 1967, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Michael Estocin, a 1954 Slippery
Rock University graduate, lost control of his A-4 Skyhawk during a
bombing mission in Vietnam. A wingman tried to contact him by
radio but there was no response.
“I was told there had been an accident aboard the aircraft carrier
and Mike’s plane was very damaged but he was ok,” Marie Estocin,
his widow, said. “I was told he had one week left, wouldn’t be flying anymore and would be heading home.”
The report was wrong.
“On the morning of April 26, a big, black car drove into my
driveway,” she said. “I opened the door and there stood the captain
of the base, the chaplain and the wife of the skipper of the squadron Mike belonged to. I knew why they were there.”
Estocin, SRU’s only Congressional Medal of Honor recipient,
fought in close combat against enemy forces, coordinated an air
strike and refused to leave comrades behind or abandon the mission
even after his plane was hit and badly damaged.
SRU, recognized as a military friendly institution, recently paid
tribute to the Navy flyer and relocated his Medal of Honor space
from the University Union to North Hall. The new room displays
Estocin’s Medal of Honor, Purple Heart and military artifacts.
“I am pleased. It is important to have students be aware of a hero
who attended their school. I am glad SRU feels the same,” Marie
Estocin said.

Courage, honor, tenacity
The Vietnam War, which cost 58,000 American lives, is one of
the most traumatizing events in American history. No one who
lived through the era will forget the division between hawks and
doves, street protests or the haunting photographs of wounded.
Less remembered are the seemingly ordinary Americans who
distinguished themselves by a gain of gallantry, and paid the price.
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Estocin was such a man – a hero for our time. Courage, honor, and
tenacity describe him. The Navy, which commissioned the USS
Estocin warship in 1981, used the words on the ship’s crest. SRU’s
class of ’54 snagged the language for its 60-year class reunion held
in honor of the flyer. Class members played an integral role in the
creation of the Medal of Honor Room.

Ordinary fellow
Born in 1931 and reared in Turtle Creek, 12 miles east of
Pittsburgh, Michael John Estocin entered Slippery Rock State
College in 1951.
What stood out about Mike Estocin, classmates remember, were
his grin, capacity for enthusiasm and humor. An avid reader, he
dreamed of becoming a pilot and took an interest in the law and
stock market. He wore a crew cut and loved sports.
Ken Ball, ’54, said Estocin was part of a nucleolus of friends
majoring in physical education. The group thrived on competition
and residence-hall pranks such as indoor track races.
“A lot of these guys were good athletes, dedicated athletes, but
didn’t have the beef to make varsity football,” Ball said. “I remember there were intramurals and half or two thirds of the guys were
bleeding by the end. Mike never had any quit in him in these
competitions.”
Nancy Ball, Ken Ball’s wife and a ’54 graduate, dated Estocin.
“There was definitely a connection there,” Nancy Ball said. “I did
date him but it wasn’t the kind of date where it was love, love, love.”
Ken Enscoe, ’54, recalled his friend as a gentleman who swiveled
on the dance floor in a manner that came to be called “the Turtle
Creek shuffle.”
Enscoe said he heard various stories about Estocin’s fate in Vietnam.
“Rumors were going around for many years that he was a prisoner
of war,” Enscoe said. “Then we finally got the official notice that he

had passed. I tell you, he was a hero. We were very proud of him.
There are only a few Medal of Honor winners in the United States,
and he deserved the medal.”

Combat death
Exactly what happened to Estocin in Vietnam remains open to
interpretation.
According to an account on Wikipedia, Estocin served from the
aircraft carrier USS Ticonderoga in the Gulf of Tonkin. He flew
with Strike Fighter Squadron 192, dubbed the World Famous
Golden Dragons.
April 26, 1967, Estocin coordinated a bombing strike on a thermal power station. The strike succeeded, and he was on his way
back to the aircraft carrier when he detected an active surface-to-air
missile site.
A single missile was launched from the site and exploded near
his plane, knocking it into a barrel roll, Wikipedia reports. Estocin
regained control and pulled the aircraft, burning at the belly and
wing roots, into a 30-degree dive before crashing.
While the wingman assumed Estocin had been killed, intelligence
from Hanoi surmised Estocin had ejected and been captured,
according to Wikipedia.
The U.S. military declared him a prisoner of war. In 1973, when
Vietnam released prisoners and Estocin was not among them, the
military reclassified Estocin as presumed lost. In 1993, a federal
committee investigating missions in Vietnam on April 20 and April
26, 1967, determined Estocin was never captured and died in the
plane crash.
Congress awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously Feb. 27, 1978.

Heartfelt memories
Marie Estocin said her husband always wanted to be a pilot.
After graduating from Slippery Rock, he joined the Navy and went
into flight training.
“He loved flying, loved the Navy, loved the USA. He was very
patriotic,” she said.
She met her future husband when he came to San Diego for his
first duty station.
“My first attraction to Mike was when he called me,” Estocin
recalled. “He had a very pleasant voice. We talked for an hour on
the phone and then we made plans for dinner. When he picked me
up, I was very excited to meet him.”
“When I opened the door, and there he stood, with that wonderful smile on his face and his beautiful blue eyes sparking, I think I
fell in love with him that night,” she said.
Her husband left for a seven-month deployment to Vietnam
Oct. 15, 1966.
Marie Estocin never saw him again, even though she clung to
hope because the initial report indicated he was a prisoner of war.
“After 10 and a half years of waiting, the government changed
his status to killed in action. They gave me an American flag, and I
started my life as a widow,” she said.
She has three daughters, Kathy (Kathryn Ann) Estocin Foley.
Her other daughters are Mary Jane Estocin-Klaiber and Susan
Marie Estocin. She has two granddaughters in college.
Estocin, who retired in 1995, said she never remarried but is in a
relationship with a wonderful man.
Her husband, though, is never far from her spirit.
“He stays strong in my heart and mind,” she said.

Memorabilia from the late Michael
Estocin’s military career are displayed
in SRU’s Medal of Honor Room.

www.SRU.edu

21

Thrill
rides
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and star-crossed eyes

T

Talk about an unusual twist to set your heart in motion.
Forget the admiring glances, romantic dinners and
warm embraces – it was being strapped to a piece of metal
with G-forces that take your breath away and free-fall
drops that contributed to Kathy Melago, Slippery Rock
University assistant professor of music, and her husband
Tim Melago, getting together. They forged an early bond
after discovering a mutual love of roller coasters.
For them, the plunge, screams and stomach-turning
twists of marriage are nothing compared to some
of the thrill rides they’ve experienced on more than
1,000 different roller coasters. Their conquests include
Thunderbolts, Jack Rabbits, Phantom Revenge and
countless other gravity-defying cars banking into
corkscrew turns at 70 miles per hour.
“Riding roller coasters is fun for me because of the
thrill of the first drop and the feel of floating on air or
smoothly and swiftly navigating the curves of the track,”
said Melago, a 1997 SRU music graduate. “We don’t
really enjoy the big crowds, 100-degree heat, or the cost
of admission to parks, but summer wouldn’t be the same
without riding the roller-coaster rails.”

www.SRU.edu
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Wheeeee!

The Melagos appreciate all aspects of
roller coasters, savoring the clank-clankclank of the first hill climb and a few
good Gs of speed like a wine aficionado
sipping a new vintage.
Combined, they have ridden 1,073
coasters, including 233 for Kathy Melago.
Tim Melago, who worked at Idlewild
Park in Ligonier during summers as a
college student, has been on more than
840 different roller coasters in the United
States, Canada, England, Wales, France,
Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, Japan,
Finland, Sweden, Norway and Demark.
“At one time, he had been on every
wooden roller coaster in the United States
and Canada, but after he and I met his
travels slowed down a bit, or expanded to
include different types of trips instead of just
coaster trips, so there are a few new ones he
has not ridden,” Kathy Melago said.
From the Giant Dipper in Santa Cruz,
Calif., to speed demons in Europe and
Japan, the Melagos know how it feels to
soar through the air like a bird
flying a loop-de-loop.
“While my husband enjoys
riding the same coaster many times
in a row, I prefer to space out my
rides,” Melago said. “Sometimes we
will ride together, then I will watch
or take pictures while he rides by
himself a few times. We had a lot of
fun doing that once, in particular, at
Lakemont Park in Altoona. Tim was
riding Skyliner and even had the whole
coaster to himself on one ride, so that
made for fun pictures.”

Interlocking
loops

The Melagos tunnel of love began in
2007 when they met on an online dating
site. The mutual hobby of roller coasters
became obvious early on.
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“Based on our profile pictures
and in our initial emails, we learned
we both had an interest in coasters
and parks,” Kathy Melago said.
“Tim had a photo of himself on a
somewhat obscure ride – a spiral slide
at Knoebel’s Amusement Resort in
eastern Pennsylvania – and I asked him
if that was, in fact, taken at Knoebel’s.
Tim’s response, ‘Wow, that makes you
‘keeper material,’” Melago said.
“Tim was just being silly when he
called me a keeper based on identifying
the slide, but I think that helped break
the ice and find common interest we
had, which is a nice foundation for a
relationship,” she said.
Tim Melago, senior application
developer at Highmark in the data
warehouse department, said he was
excited to learn about Kathy’s enthusiasm
for coasters.
“Kathy noticed that a picture of me
was from Knoebels and I was amazed
that she knew about the park. I joked that
she was a keeper because that park is one
of my favorites. Then she explained that
she once went on a coaster trip with her
friend, which really amazed me, as it was
such a random coincidence that we had
something as unusual as roller coaster
experiences in common. It really helped
break the ice and give us something
specific to talk about in our early
conversations.”

When they
met, Melago was living in
Columbus, Ohio, working on a doctorate
in music at The Ohio State University.
Tim Melago, who lived in Pennsylvania,
invited her to join him for the weekend.
“Tim and his friends always go to
Knoebel’s for its opening day weekend, so he
was eager for me to get to meet his friends,

who are coaster enthusiasts, at the park,”
Melago said. “We still laugh about this, but I
actually flew from Columbus to Allentown,
through Washington, D.C.’s Dulles
International Airport on Saturday morning
and flew back Sunday afternoon, just to be a
part of that weekend. That was more or less
when I was fully initiated in exactly what it
means to be a coaster enthusiast.”
The couple had their picture taken in a
coaster car on their wedding day.
“My husband and I were watching
our wedding video and we remembered
the pictures that were taken of us on our
wedding day in the old Racer car from
Kennywood that is at the Heinz History
Center, where we had our reception,”
Melago said.

Twist and (no)
shout

Some people don’t like the organ-jostling
jut of a roller coaster ride, but rarely do the
Melagos hesitate to climb aboard.
“They don’t make me sick or afraid, but
there are times when the coasters look like
they might fall down at any minute because
they are so ancient, like the Blue Streak at
Conneaut Lake Park,” Kathy Melago said. “I
try to just think that they are inspected and
should be safe. I do not like to ride coasters
that are really rough or that have over-theshoulder restraints that cause my head to
bounce against the restraints, though.”
Melago said she only avoids coasters
that are not a good ride.
“There are many boomerang coasters
out there that are cookie-cutter coasters
– the same exact coaster exists at
various parks, just with different paint
colors, theming and names – and they
are really not fun, so I just decline to
ride them,” she said.
They have never experienced a
close call.
“Nothing dangerous,” she said.
“People often get scared when
coasters stop on the lift hill or somewhere
along the ride, but sensors on the ride
prevent two trains from getting too close
on the track. So, if the train loads really
quickly, for example, it might start up
the lift hill, then stop for a few seconds
until the previous train passes a sensor
that clears the way for the current train to
proceed safely. Also, there can be times it
takes longer to load a train, like if a rider
needs to transfer from a wheelchair, when

the previous train will stop early, usually
on the final brake run, just to ensure there
is not a collision.”

Hooked

While her first coaster was Kiddie Dips
at West View Park in Pittsburgh, Melago
said the Little Dipper at Kennywood is the
first one she remembers. It was not preordained that she would grow to become
such an enthusiast. “I screamed and cried
the entire time,” she said. “I wanted off and
purely hated the entire ride.”
Her father drove a bus for the Port
Authority in Pittsburgh. Growing up as
the oldest child followed by four brothers,
the family always went to Port Authority
day at Kennywood.
“I remember a large framed cartoon
poster of Pittsburgh I had in my bedroom
that had Kennywood on it,” Melago said.
“My brothers
and I would
look at that
poster the night
before we went
to Kennywood
and just
dream about
how fun the
next day
would be.”
Her
family enjoyed
watching the Kennywood
Memories documentary on television.
“When I got older, I got the VHS video
and then the DVD, and I pretty much
know the whole thing by heart,” she said.
“My husband and I and my friend Andy
often quote phrases from the video while
walking through the park, which gives us
many inside jokes that only someone who
knows the video well would catch. There
is something very “Pittsburgh” and very
nostalgic about that video.”
Like her, Tim Melago said he enjoyed
going to amusement parks as a child. His
“home park” growing up was Idlewild
Park in Ligonier. In high school, he found
a book on Kennywood, “Kennywood:
Roller Coaster Capital of the World,”
and read it. He contacted the author,
Charles Jacques, and found out about the
American Coaster Enthusiasts Club. Tim
Melago joined the club in 1992 and has
been a member ever since.

Fast lane

Tim Melago said his favorites coasters
include Ravine Flyer II at Waldameer
Park, The Voyage at Holiday World,
Bizarro at Six Flags and Expedition
GeForce at Holiday Park in Germany.
He hopes other thrills await.
“I’d like to try some of the hybrid
wood/steel coasters from a new company
called Rocky Mountain Construction,”
he said. “Six Flags has built some of
them. Internationally, any wooden
coaster that I have not been on in Europe
would be of interest.”
Kathy Melago described The Voyage
at Holiday World as the most extreme
ride. “I rode The Voyage, which is a very
intense ride, over and over for several
hours,” she said. “I didn’t count the rides,
but it was pretty insane. I doubt I will
ever do that again.”
Melago said she’s always wanted to
go to Tivoli Gardens,
a famous park
and garden in
Copenhagen,

Kathy Melago, SRU assistant
professor of music, has ridden
more than 200 roller coasters.
Her favorites are:
• Boulderdash at Lake Compounce in Bristol,
Conn. “If someone asked me right now
what my favorite coaster is, I would say it is
Boulderdash. I rode it many times the day we
were there and it was just really fun.”
• Diamondback at King’s Island in Mason, Ohio:
“This is a steel coaster that has good airtime,
when you feel like you are coming out of your
seat, and is fun to ride. I especially like steel
coasters that sort of make me feel like I am
flying. My husband likes to feel like he is flying
out of his seat, but I more like the feel of just sort
of sailing through the elements of the ride.”
• El Toro at Six Flags Great Adventure in
Jackson, N.J. “I rode this coaster many times
during exclusive ride time and loved it. It is fast
and fun.”
• Jack Rabbit at Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh:
“When my family and I would go to the Port
Authority picnic at Kennywood as children, the
picnic shelter that was reserved was always the
upstairs of the Jack Rabbit pavilion. My brothers
and I used to sit by the screened windows in
that pavilion while my parents finished lunch
and amuse ourselves by watching the people
bounce over the double dip.”
• Leap the Dips, at Lakemont Park in Altoona:
“I have to include this as a sort of favorite
because it is the oldest operating roller
coaster in the world. It is not really like
modern coasters – instead of a train, there
are just individual cars, and there are not
fancy restraints or anything – but it is pretty
interesting to ride something that has been
around so long.”
• Millennium Force at Cedar Point in Sandusky,
Ohio: “From the first time I rode “Millie,” as my
friend and I call it, I have enjoyed the overall
“flying” feel of the ride.”

Denmark. “On the Kennywood
Memories documentary, they call
Kennywood ‘America’s Tivoli Gardens,’
so it has always intrigued me,” she said.
And so how does the thrill of a coaster
ride compare to the start of each new
semester?
“They’re both great and an awful lot
alike,” Melago said. “That first few days
there is always the anticipation of what’s
next and then things just take off, and
even if there are some rough spots, it’s
mostly fantastic.
“At the end of the semester, no matter
how many up and downs, it’s always
enjoyable, and I’m ready to do it all over
again,” she said.

• Phantom’s Revenge at Kennywood Park,
Pittsburgh: “This is actually one of my favorite
coasters, I think because of how terrible it
was before it was reworked from the Steel
Phantom.”
• Prowler at Worlds of Fun in Kansas City, Mo.
“This is a very rideable ride that is just intense
enough to be fun, but not so intense that it can’t
be ridden over and over again.”
• Racer at Kennywood in Pittsburgh: “The Racer
is very unique in that it is a mobius racing
coaster, meaning that it is one big track on
which the two trains run. So, while it looks like
the two trains are “racing” on individual tracks,
if riders start on the track on the right side, they
end up on the track on the left at the end.”
• Thunderbolt at Kennywood in Pittsburgh:
“When the time came that I was finally tall
enough to ride Thunderbolt, I was adamant that
I would not go on that thing. My parents pretty
much pressured me until I agreed to do it.”
www.SRU.edu
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TAKE ME
OUT TO
THE

David Glover, Slippery Rock University associate
professor of music, and his wife Kim, have taken to the road with
the goal of seeing a baseball game in all 30 Major League Baseball
stadiums. How do the arenas stack up against each other? Their
park place scorecard strikes a few surprises.
It started in Texas in 1999, after the couple met and attended
Rangers and Astros games with friends. It progressed to a “natural thing” after a move to Pittsburgh in 2002 and an outing to
the Pirates’ PNC Park. It got them wondering, which Major
League Baseball ballparks are the best? Worst? What makes a
ballpark great, or not so great, anyway?
After experiencing 26 of 30 stadiums, David and Kim Glover
have their own opinions; including which park is the most unique.
“Clearly that honor belongs to the San Diego Padres,” they opined.
“They have grass under your feet in the outfield bleacher seats,
26
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you can bring your dog to any game, there is a park in the outfield, and they incorporated a historic factory building into the
design of the baseball park,” David Glover said.
For the past 15 years, the Glovers have been watching three
hours of baseball, eating ballpark food and sitting together at stadiums nationwide. They have logged thousands of miles by car
and hundreds of frequent flyer hours en route to baseball towns.
They expect to complete their major league road trip next summer.
As they enjoy games amid deafening cheers and summer heat
(aside from the coldest San Francisco Giants’ Arena Stadium)
the Glovers said they have unofficially evaluated ballpark architecture, concessions, fans, mascots, uniforms and seats.
“Going to games with my friends and eventually my wife,
Kim, helped us both appreciate everything surrounding baseball,
like the parks, the hours you get to spend with friends and fam-

“Going to games with my friends and eventually my wife, Kim, helped us both appreciate
everything surrounding baseball, like the parks, the hours you get to spend with friends
and family, the enthusiasm of the fans, the food and the endless nuances of the game.”
–David Glover

ily, the enthusiasm of the fans, the food and the endless nuances
of the game,” he said.
“At first, I was more interested in being a ‘chili-cheese’ fries
connoisseur,” Kim Glover said, “but quickly turned my attention
to a deeper appreciation for the different cultures and what each
city holds dear and cherishes as their tradition or things with
which they can identify. The absolute best part of this entire
journey is getting to experience it with my most favorite person
in the world...my wonderful husband.”

Slow start
Far from a baseball fanatic at first, David Glover said it took quite
a few games in different ballparks before he began to enjoy baseball.
“As we have gotten older, have settled into Pittsburgh, and
have seen as many parks as we have, the game has become
more interesting and fun,” he said. “Baseball is also uniquely
American, with ballparks in almost every major city in the U.S.
Kim and I love to travel and this gives us an excuse to see cities
that we would not normally explore.”
David Glover, who grew up in Cleveland, said he played a
little baseball as a child but soccer was his sport through his
freshman year in college. Kim Glover played softball.

“I actually thought baseball was the most boring sport on Earth
for the longest time,” David Glover said. “My friends in college
were all fans, having grown up rooting for teams that were always
good or were close to their hometowns. They also had minds and
memories for the statistical and
historical sides of the game
that helped them enjoy
baseball so much more
than me. So thinking
that the game was
boring, growing up
in Cleveland when
the Indians were
at their worst, and
not being very
good at math, all
led to me to the
belief that baseball
was not my sport.”
Glover said the
couple initially attended
games in stadiums close
www.SRU.edu

27

Pi

u
ttsb

rgh

De
tr

oit

to where they lived, including Pittsburgh, Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Houston and Arlington, Texas. After those,
they embarked on their first ballpark-specific venture.
“It was Chicago’s Wrigley Field,” Glover said.
“Unfortunately, the White Sox were not in town too, but
we had a great time seeing the city and a Cub’s day game
at that historic park. Kim has always been very receptive about seeing baseball parks. I am definitely more of a
baseball and sports fan than she is, but she has gotten into it
much more over the years.”
While seeing their share of long balls and shortstops scooping
up a groundball and unleashing a throw to first base, the Glovers
have absorbed the history of the sport and stadiums, too. Some,
such as PNC Park, offer modern amenities, while others display
evidence of baseball’s 150-year history with retro designs.
David Glover described the former Yankee Stadium that
opened in 1923 – the house that Babe Ruth Built – as most
distinctive. They traveled to Boston early in their tour to see the
Red Sox’s Fenway Park, one of the oldest parks and home to the
“green monster.” Fenway still uses a manually operated scoreboard at the bottom of the green monster.
“Unfortunately, the seats were designed for Americans 100
years ago, so it was the most uncomfortable stadium we have
seen,” Glover said. “All the seats also faced center field so you had
to crane your neck to see the batter’s box. Fenway had the most
expensive seats we have purchased to this point as well, probably
because they had just won their first World Series in decades.”
Coors Field, home of the Colorado Rockies, is regarded as a
hitter’s park, but not always.
“We just visited Denver this past June (2014,)” Glover said.
“It is a very nice park. The sun sets just over the left field wall
and is quite beautiful. Surprisingly, there were no home runs hit
at the game that night, but the Rockies’ home run totals showed
that they were no strangers to the long ball.”
While regarded as America’s pastime, baseball remains
popular north of the border.
“There is Toronto,” Glover said. “We did see it during a day
game with the roof open. Pretty cool view of the CN Tower
above.” The CN Tower is a 1,800-foot communication tower that
has been called one of the seven modern wonders of the world.

Park scores

Philadel
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Both Glovers named PNC Park in Pittsburgh, with a picturesque
backdrop of the Allegheny River and Downtown, as their favorite.
“There are several things that we find to be better at PNC Park
than any of the others so far, like; access to the entire park and
ease of getting around, ticket prices are still affordable, it is pet
and kid friendly, the view is the best in baseball, there are very
few bad seats,” Glover said. “The food is good with a few local
favorites thrown in. Pittsburgh’s fans are generally pleasant and

very passionate about their teams. The Pirates have a long and
great history and you get a sense of it when visiting PNC Park
even though it has only been around for a short time.”
Glover said they try to sit in the best seats possible, behind
home plate or down the base paths. They occupied a luxury box
once at PNC Park, while their seats at Wrigley were in the outfield bleachers.
Their stadium journey has enabled them to get a gauge on the
people of a city.
“It has certainly reinforced some of the stereotypes about fans
in certain parts of the country,” Glover said. “For example, Philly
fans can be quite obnoxious and mean; Yankee fans are the most
knowledgeable of the game by far; Boston fans are very vocal,
West Coast fans are far more laid back than East Coast fans.
Cubs fans are incredibly loyal considering how bad they are year
to year, and Pittsburgh fans are fans of all things Pittsburgh.”
Despite all the games, their baseball bucket list stands incomplete. They have never caught a foul ball or attended a World
Series game.
“My wife did get a ball from the Tampa Bay Rays pitching coach as he was leaving after the game, but that’s been the
only one,” he said. “We have witnessed all of the races like the
Pierogies (Pittsburgh), the Presidents (Washington), the Sausage
(Milwaukee), the Pepsi Products (Tampa), the Sea Life (Miami)
and the Home Depot Tools (Atlanta).
The Glovers said they like the Pirates Parrot mascot best and
favor Pirates uniforms. They especially like Pittsburgh’s throwback 1970s Pillbox caps.
Of course no outing to the ballpark is complete without a hotdog
and beer. Kim Glover said she likes the Dodger Dog while David
Glover likes the Anaheim Angels’ BBQ brisket-topped hot dog.
Their favorite beer is the Blue Moon Brewery inside Coors Field.
They said Yankee Stadium employs the most colorful stadium
venders, although one peanuts and Cracker Jack hawker in Denver
“bleated like a goat.”
With high definition scoreboards, ivy fences, rock fountains,
lit-up liberty bells and retractable roofs, many of today’s stadiums
offer distinguishing characteristics. The Arizona Diamondbacks
placed a pool and hot tub behind the right field fence. The
Rockies’ Coors Field includes the “rockpile,” a mix of pine trees
and large stones behind the outfield. The Miami Martins took a
wetter route, converting the backstop into a fish tank.
The Glovers said they enjoy stadium entertainment, such
as the Gay Men’s Choir of Washington, D.C., performing at
Nationals games and other vocalists.
“I’m a sucker for ‘America the Beautiful’ at Yankee Stadium,
but ‘Sweet Caroline’ in Boston, and ‘Take Me Out to the
Ballgame’ at Wrigley are all fun too,” he said.
Batter up.
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Award winner
If admirers were
to erect a sign in front of
Wilma J. Cavill’s office,
it might say
“welcome to the center
of the universe.”
For once, that might
just be true.
30
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Cavill, a professor of safety management who
joined Slippery Rock University in 1958, is a
University icon direct from central casting.
She has commanded the ear of nine presidents (14 if
you count all the actings and interims.) She pioneered
women’s athletics. She has settled disputes as a faculty
union leader and educated thousands of students. At
80-plus, she is Slippery Rock’s wise old hand – The
Rock’s unofficial elder statesperson.
“People have said, ‘how have you had one job at one
place for so long?’” Cavill, a 1952 SRU graduate, said.
“I’ve been teaching at SRU for yes, 56 years, starting in
1958, but it has been so different almost every year. Of
course students are different every semester. And so you
get new beginnings and endings, constantly, which keeps
you refreshed.”
Cavill, who reminisced about her career as the
University celebrates its 125th anniversary in 2014, said
she views herself as a good teacher, listener and troubleshooter. Those are humble descriptions given her tenacity
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and strength of conviction, characteristics that prompted SRU’s
Army ROTC to name her an honorary colonel.
“Wilma Cavill is a Slippery Rock University treasure,” Cheryl
Norton, SRU president, said. “A student is the most important
person at this intuition, and Wilma has never forgotten that a
professor is not just a fact-dispensing machine, but a life coach.
She handles students in a manner that is most beneficial to them,
not herself.”

Jumping at new connections
Born and reared in New Castle, Pa., 20 miles from Slippery
Rock, Cavill said she always knew about Slippery Rock and
became especially interested as a high school student when she
learned Slippery Rock offered gymnastics.
“It was a long time ago, and there were no scholarships available in state schools, so my mom and I were hittin’ the streets
looking for places where scholarships might be available,” Cavill
said. “I was fortunate enough to be awarded a scholarship to
Syracuse University, but it was too expensive to take advantage of.
So I thought I could go to Slippery Rock.”
Cavill, called Willie by her friends, majored in physical education and joined the gymnastics team, serving as captain her junior

year. She became the sports editor of The Rocket campus newspaper and penned a column called “Whirlpool by Wil.”
She lived in North Hall, where a nightshift “gumshoe” walked
the halls in rubber shoes to see if girls met curfew.
“It was a very small, intimate campus,” Cavill said. “Everybody
knew everybody, knew their families, knew their friends.”

Summoned to principal’s office
After graduating, Cavill taught physical education in New
Castle and received her master’s degree in education from
Westminster College.
In 1958, Cavill said Norman
Weisenfluh, SRU president
from 1953-1964, invited her
to campus to talk to her about
– Cheryl Norton, SRU president
employment at the institution. Cavill accepted a position
supervising student teachers and as an aquatic specialist.
Two weeks later came a surprise – the president wanted to see her.
“I trotted over to Old Main. The president’s office was on
the first floor then,” Cavill said. “We talked about my time as
an undergraduate. We talked, and he was very complimentary,

“

Wilma Cavill is a Slippery
Rock University treasure.
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then the conversion changed and I thought he was going to ask
me if wanted to coach gymnastics. He didn’t ask, he told me
that I was going to be assigned to do it. That was the way they
did things back then.”
Cavill coached gymnastics six years, serving as head women’s
coach and assistant men’s coach. “When I became coach, I introduced the balance beam and the uneven parallels bars, as well as
intercollegiate competition,” she said.
In 1963, the institution allowed her to drop gymnastics but
reassigned her to swimming. Cavill coached the women aqua
jocks until 1976.
In the pre-equality days of women’s athletics, Cavill drove
swimmers to meets and logged many hours coaching but received
no extra pay. Until the advent of the teacher’s union in 1971 professors who also served as coaches received no pay for coaching.
“No money. No comp time. It was simply an additional assignment,” Cavill said. “That’s not very appealing. Most coaches
today would not do that.”
Most professors taught eight classes, compared to the four
all currently teach, until a collective bargaining agreement with
the Association of Pennsylvania Colleges and State Universities
Faculty Union changed the landscape. Cavill received compensation for her last five years of coaching.
Her peers elected her president of the union four times and
she has been a member since 1971, serving in different leadership positions, including vice president
and delegate to Legislative Assembly, state vice
president and five years as a member at large of
the state executive council.
“Over the years, we’ve had a lot of faculty who would think, ‘oh, if I talk to the
APSCUF president about this problem,
that is a little official; if I talk to the
union grievance chair, that’s a little official. I’ll talk to Wilma,’” she said. That
happened many, many times over the
years and continues to happen.”

Helped shape the landscape
While many graduates know about
recent campus construction, Cavill
remembers the formation of every
major building for the past 60 years.
Asked about major building projects
that stand out, she said, “The entire
lower campus. When I came here, we
were planning the Field House. There
were lots of obstacles to overcome.
For one thing, they weren’t planning
on having women’s locker rooms in
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the Field House, and we said, ‘Yes you will.’” The field house has
women’s locker rooms.
Vincent, completed in 1968, remains an oddball in her opinion. “The idea of a round building was strange to us, and I think
if you talk to people who teach there, it remains strange, because
things are sort of pie shaped,” she said.
One of SRU’s many advantages, Cavill said, is its 660-acre
campus. Many other institutions are landlocked, making expansion impossible.
“Most places don’t have anyplace to go,” she said. “We do, and
we use so much of our area for practice fields. Take a look at the
baseball stadium out there; that is gorgeous.”
It seems inevitable that Slippery Rock will name something for
Cavill someday. When she reached 50 years of service, the institution gave her her own parking space in front of Strain Behavioral
Science Building. She uses it daily. She’s also received her own
park bench.
Cavill likes to joke about the pictures of all the SRU presidents
hanging in an Old Main stairwell, starting with the first president
at the bottom.
“If you counted all the acting presidents, along with all those
who became president, I probably have worked under 14 or so
different presidents,” she said. “I had a working relationship with
all of them, and it’s curious to me that I’ve been this fortunate
because when I speak with people who come from other campuses, they seldom know their president personally.”

Teaching achievements
With so many years of classroom service, one would assume
Cavill’s resume would boast pages of teaching experience. In fact,
she consolidated her career to three entries: 1952-1958, 19581970 and 1970-present. She taught health and physical education

Listener

in New Castle, and then health and physical education and safety
management at SRU. Her many other responsibilities at SRU
have included supervision of student teachers, occupational safety
and drug and alcohol-prevention education.
Cavill said she has funny and poignant memories, including
making fun of her own longevity.
“One day I was talking about getting older:
aging,” she said. “Some young freshman in the
back of the room popped up and said, ‘Who
would want to be 80?’ and the whole class
turned to look at him. Then they turned and
they looked at me like, okay teacher, what are
you going to say? I finally said, ‘Probably somebody who is 79.” And the class liked that.”
She said her best teaching moments happen
all the time.
“The students are so much fun,” she said.
“They make me smile. I was just teaching bandaging recently in my first aid class. And it is
hard to learn skills you’re unfamiliar with. Some people mastered
it very quickly and other people, I’m sure they have a hard time in
the laundry, because they didn’t handle the bandages very well.”
Cavill has won several awards. She advocated early on for antidrug and alcohol education and demonstrated civic leadership
through involvement in many organizations, including serving
as grand wizard for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Her awards
include the SRU President’s Award, Outstanding Woman of the
Year and APSCUF Distinguished Service Award. She also led an
adult retreat program at SRU for several years. For the past several
years, she has served as Grand Marshal for University events such
as the honors convocation and commencement.
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She said she’s proudest of her union leadership and her students’ accomplishments. She also takes great satisfaction in seeing
SRU hire its first woman president. “That was a great day for a
great University,” she said.
“I love to teach; I’ve had a fascinating and interesting career,”
she said. “I’m very proud to be a graduate of Slippery Rock, and
I’m terribly proud of my career here,” she
said. “It’s been good to me. It’s a great place
to work, and I think the students that come
here are fabulous. They are fun. We have our
problems with some; some want to come and
party, but they don’t stay very long. They
disappear.”
Cavill said she appreciates the spirit of cooperation between the administration and faculty
union, saying the Pennsylvania State System of
– Wilma Cavill Higher Education has never had a teacher’s strike.
“We work together at shared governance; we
work to solve problems and minimize personalities,” she said. “And at Slippery Rock, we’ve made it a point that
faculty leadership and administrative leadership work together. We
recognize that we are in this together and so while we can disagree,
we work to solve problems in a collegial manner and that makes a
big different in the atmosphere, the ambiance of the University.”

I love to teach; I’ve had a
fascinating and interesting
career, I’m very proud to
be a graduate of Slippery
Rock, and I’m terribly proud
of my career here.

”

The ‘R’ word
Cavill shows few signs of slowing down and won’t set a date for
ending her career, smiling as she recounts that people tell her to
“get a life” but that she responds to them that students are her life.
“I’ll consider retirement probably two years after they stop digging
on the campus; that’s probably never going to happen,” she said.
www.SRU.edu
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Class
Notes
1970s
Judy Miller, ’70,
and Khush Jagus,
’79, unexpectedly discovered
each other at a
recent meeting of
Florida’s Council of
Administrators of
Special Education.
Jugas (left) works with students with
emotional and behavioral issues; Miller
works with exceptional students.
Liz Benne, ’74,
(middle) recently
brought her
Bouncing Bulldogs
to perform for an
American Heart
Association
Jump Rope for
Heart event at an
elementary school
in New Jersey. She is pictured with (left)
Kathy Petri-Harvey, ’82, and Heather
Radcliffe-McGinnis, ’03.
Mark Previte, ’75, associate professor
of secondary education at the University
of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, has been
promoted to interim chair of the education division.
Robert Stevens,
’76, Marine
Corps veteran,
former chairman,
president and
chief executive officer of
Lockheed Martin,
was honored at
the United States
Navy Memorial’s 2014 Lone Sailor
Awards Dinner.
Mary Ellen Jencha Moeller, ’77,
recently retired after teaching 37 years
in the Pittsburgh Public Schools. She
plans to travel and enjoy her family.
Cindi Nadelman,’78, recently
received her doctorate in business
administration from Northcentral
University. She is a professor of business at New England College in
New Hampshire.

1980s
Dennis Roberts, ’83, was recently
re-appointed to the New Jersey School
Ethics Commission by Governor Chris
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Christie to a second term. He serves as
the President of the Middle Township
Board of Education, Owner/operator of
the Bellevue Tavern restaurant in Cape
May Court House, N.J.
Stephanie
Helgerman, ’86,
recently began her
fourth term on the
board of directors
for the American
Society of Safety
Engineers. This is
her second term as
the vice president
of finance.
Julian Vetter, ’84, is featured in the
film, “The Vetters: All We Needed.” The
story of the four-time All American runner who grew up in poverty in a family of
six children without a mother, has been
turned into an inspirational documentary.

1990s
Kevin Pontuti, ’90, program director
of the University of Wisconsin, was
invited to return to Los Angeles as
artist-in-residence for the summer with
The Lapis Press.
Jonathan Scott Myers, ’95, has been
promoted to director of admissions at
Susquehanna University.
KerriAnne
(DiNoia) Chiara,
’97, and her daughter – a “future
SRU grad” – sport
their school gear
during a recent trip
to Montauk, New
York.

2000s
Adam Forgie,
’00, recently
received the
Human and Civil
Rights Awards
Educational
Leader Award by
the Pennsylvania
State Education
Association at
its 2014 Excellence Awards Dinner in
Philadelphia. Forgie received the award
for his accomplishments as a social
studies teacher, two-term mayor of
Turtle Creek and contribution to the
Pennsylvania State Mayors Association.

Jennifer Lastik, ’04, vice president
of events for the Central Florida Sports
Commission, has been named an
outstanding under age 40 professional
by the Orlando Business Journal. She
graduated in sport management.
Ashley Ganoe
Broskey, ’05, ’09,
communication and
student affairs in
higher education,
has been promoted
to the director
of fraternity and
sorority life at Washington & Jefferson
College.
Susan Imhof Sines, ’06, recently
graduated from Millersville University
with a master of science in nursing
education. She lives in Lititz, and
works at the Pennsylvania State
Department of Health.
Kara Petro, ’06,
was recently
named director of
alumni relations
at Westminster
College. A New
Castle native and
Neshannock High
School graduate,
Petro earned an
undergraduate degree in secondary
education from SRU University.
Jeffrey Feola,
’07, theatre,
learned first hand
that when “The
Price is Right”
announcer asks
you to “come on
down,” you really
do have a chance
of winning prizes.
Feola recently competed on the episode
of the TV game show, winning $1,500
in jewelry and a package that included
a jet ski.
Michele Snyder,
’09, elementary
and special education, works for
KIPP Memphis
Collegiate
Elementary
School, where
she decorated the
homeroom with
SRU apparel.

2010s
Christine Carmichael, ’10, has been
named scenic and lighting designer
for the Erie Playhouse in Erie. Prior to
accepting the position, Carmichael
worked in New York City.
Eli Blasko, ’12,
fine arts, is among
42 artists selected
for inclusion in the
2014 Pittsburgh
Biennial.

Adam Katchmarchi, ’12, has received
the $2,000 National Swimming Pool
Foundation Fellowship Award from the
National Swimming Pool Foundation
Fellowship. Katchmarchi graduated in
health and physical education.
Candice Mack, ’13, community programs for Americans with disabilities,
is among those who nominated, and
then celebrated, her father’s surprise
at being named a winner in the ABC
“Good Morning America Big Daddy of
All Surprises” contest in advance of
Father’s Day.
Kevin Adamik,
’13, music,
has received
a $25,000
scholarship to
attend Cleveland
Institute for Opera
Performance this
fall. As an SRU
student, Adamik
performed with the SRU Concert
Choir, the SRU Chamber Singers and
the SRU Men’s Choir.
Jordan Stehle, ’13, music education, has been named Teacher of the
Year for his first-year teacher work at
Jouett Elementary School, part of the
Louisa County Public Schools located in
Mineral, Va.
Madeline “Maddie” Williams, ’13,
communication and former Rocket
sports editor, has been named a sports
department information assistant at
Presbyterian College.

Births and Adoptions
2000s

Andrew Cozad,
’01, and Melissa
(Wacht) Cozad,
’02, welcomed their
second daughter,
Alexa Mae, born
June 4, 2014. She
weighed 7 lbs 5 oz
and was 21 inches
long. She joins sister Kaelyn. The family
lives in Grove City.
Becky
(Newhouse)
Horazuk, ’02,
and husband Joel,
welcomed their son,
Blake Andrew, born
May 12, 2014. He
weighed 7 lbs 5 oz
and was 20 inches
long. They, along with their daughter
Ally, live in West Saint Paul, Minn.
Christopher
Kelley, ’01, and
Lindsey Kelley,
’00, ’08, welcomed
the birth of their
daughter, Caitlin
Beatrice, born
Feb. 15, 2014. She
weighed 4 lbs 8 oz
and was 17 inches long.
Michelle
Gillespie
McGraw, ’00, and
husband Jim, welcomed the birth of
their second child,
Colton James, born
Oct. 10, 2013, in
Baltimore, Md.

8 lbs 3 oz and was 21 inches long. The
family lives in Beaver.
David Sabolcik, ’98,
and his wife, Kara
Sabolcik, welcomed
the birth of their
daughter, Macyn
“Macie” Jane, born
May 6, 2014.
Andrew Seder, ’98,
and wife Marissa,
welcomed the birth
of a son, Maxwell
Abram, born March
18, 2014. He weighed
6 lbs 15 oz and was
18-1/2 inches long.
He joins siblings
Adam and Makenna. The family lives in
Gouldsboro.
Tony and Emily
“Watson” Snipes,
’07, welcomed son
Grant Watson, March
26, 2014, the day SRU
celebrated its 125th
anniversary with a
Founders Day program. He weighted 7
pounds, 10 ounces and was 20.5 inches
long. Grant Watson is the grandson
of Robert “Pop Pop” Watson, ’70,
retired SRU vice president for student
life, and Karen “Mimi Watson, ’73.
Deana (Waintraub)
Stafford, ’11, and
husband Nick welcomed the birth of
a daughter, Norah
Dawne, born May 25.
She weighed 7 lbs 9
oz and was 21 inches
long. The family lives
in Minneapolis, Minn.

Bryan Pratte,
’06, and Tracy
Widmer, ’07,
welcomed their first
child, daughter Mila
Grace, born Dec. 6,
2013. She weighed

Weddings
Lauren
Branchetti, ’06,
married Stephen
Ionadi Oct. 5, 2013,
at Saint Maurice
Catholic Church
in Pittsburgh.
The couple lives
in Beaver. Emily
Smith, ’06, served
as maid of honor.
Ben Brilmyer, ’10, and Jen Venet,
’09, married June 22, 2013. SRU
alumni of the wedding party included
Ashley Stoner, ’08, maid of honor,
Lara Winter, ’08, bridesmaid, Brent
Gargasz, ’04, best man and Adam
Hardin, ’08, groomsman.

Jesse
Halasowski,
’11, and Megan
Witkovitz, ’11,
married July 19,
2014, on the beach
in Pensacola, Fl.
Halasowski serves
in the United
States Air Force.
They will move to
Okinawa, Japan, in
early 2015.
Steve Hudyma, ’90, married Michelle
Schorah Sept. 21, 2013. They live in
Claymont, Del., with their children.
Hudyma works for Premier Orthopedics
as the assistant athletic trainer for the

Philadelphia Union. His wife works for
Produce Marketing Associates.
Kathryn
Jones, ’07, ’10,
married Daniel
Von Schuch in
Washington, Pa.,
at Immaculate
Conception
Church. A reception followed
at Destiny Hill
Farm. Jones received her bachelor’s
degree in exercise science and a doctorate in physical therapy. She is a pediatric
physical therapist and her husband is an
agent with the federal government. They
live in northern Virginia.
Jessica
Moran, ’12,
married Jacob
Youngker May
31, 2014, at
Holy Sepulcher
Parish in Butler.
A reception
followed at
the Four Points
Sheraton in Cranberry Township.
Bryan Pratte, ’06, and Tracy
Widmer, ’07, married Aug. 09, 2013,
at Faith United Methodist Church in
Rochester. After honeymooning in
Aruba, the couple lives in Beaver.

In Memory
Florence (Jolly) Clancy ’34
Vera (Pisor) McClymonds ’35
Gladys (Houk) Walker ’35
Dortha (Hayden)
Samuelson ’36
Dorothy (Bauer) Briggs ’39
Helen (Kerr) Walter ’42
Glenna (Cleeton) Nesbit ’43
Dorothy (Book) Conway ’46
Alathea (McCune)
Hildebrand ’46
J. Stanley Marshall ’47
Betty (Algeo) Stolze ’47
Daniel Bonitsky ’48

Pauline (Holmes) Garden ’49
George Hanna ’49
Richard Hiles ’49
Donna Johnson ’49
Richard Bower ’50
Louis Rossi ’50
Janet (Campbell) Grundy ’52
William McCullough ’52
Kenneth Lowry ’53
Joseph Larocca ’53
William Salzman ’54
Val (Snyder) Benton ’55
Garry Molloy ’56
Harvey St. John ’56

James Bouch ’57
Sylvia Johnston ’57
Harry McFarland ’58
Robert Wall ’58
Ruth (Boots) Stuck ’59
David Crytzer ’60
Ernestine (Savage)
Marshall ’60
Bernard Crosby ’62
Carol (Kelly) Kracsun ’63
Patricia (Peles)
Buterbaugh ’63
David Ellis ’64
Royce Waltman ’64

John George ’65
Mary (Judson)
McConnell ’67
Karen (Guckert) Peters ’68
Marsha (Hajduk)
McKinney ’69
Sherry (Diefenderfer)
Kotula ’70
Thomas Szafran ’71
Christine (Boyd) Krem ’72
Jacalyn (Silagyi) Thomas ’72
Susan Smith ’73
James Osche ’74
Virgil Burkey ’75

Terry Hinchberger ’75
Ann Peterson ’75
Jo (Corletti) Yuill ’75
John Teleis ’76
Cynthia (Burns) Burns ’77
Deborah (Mundell)
Van Bremen ’77
James Garland ’78
Norman Hasbrouck ’80
Gayle Helmick ’83
Keith Witherup ’84
Diana Hazlett ’91
Daniel Rhine ’99
Stentzee Woepple ’02

Jeremy Linn ’04
Rachel Solomon ’07
Courtney (Podvasnik)
Dobbins ’10
Kevin Currie ’11
Daniel Mohr ’13
Paulette Ladoux, faculty
Donna McKee, clerical
James Myford, faculty
Kay (Taggart) Castor, clerical
Athos Baroutsis, faculty
Joseph Kopnisky, coach
Bonnie Mager, custodial
Lawrence Upton, faculty

Geraldine O’Hare

scholarship

honors alumna’s legacy

A

As Gerry O’Hare’s family marks the 10-year anniversary of
her death, relatives are thankful a new scholarship in her name
is keeping the 1974 Slippery Rock University honors graduate’s
memory alive and supporting her life’s cause – education.
Husband Michael O’Hare, ’74, created the $20,000 Geraldine
O’Hare Scholarship at SRU as a tribute to his late wife.
“I wanted to keep Gerry’s memory going 10 years after her
passing,” O’Hare said. “She loved her students so I thought this
would help out the students she so loved and help us remember
the brief time we had with her.”
The scholarship offers $1,000 for a Deer Lakes High School
graduate who enrolls at SRU. The award will be renewable
if the recipient earns or exceeds a 3.0 grade point average or
better and in subsequent years. Gerry O’Hare worked 28 years
for Deer Lakes, as an elementary teacher, reading specialist
and principal.
“While there she forged lifelong friendships with about five
girls, all Rock graduates and lifelong educators. She felt that the
solid start she got at Slippery Rock University was vital to her
launching her career in education,” O’Hare said. “We both loved
and appreciated our Rock experience. We were one of many first
generation college graduates there in the 70s, and our parents
were so proud to have their children in college.”
Gerry O’Hare enrolled at Slippery Rock in 1970. She
lived in North Hall all four years, under the watchful eye of
housemother Lillian Yartz.
We were high school sweethearts at Deer Lakes High School
and both went to Slippery Rock,” Mike O’Hare said. “I met her
in chemistry class in the 11th grade...gave a whole new meaning
to great chemistry. Our first date was with another couple, and
we went to see Romeo and Juliet at the Cheswick Theater.”
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“Gerry loved it at The Rock,” Mike O’Hare said. “I still can
remember pulling around to the back and blowing the horn to
see her yelling out her third floor window that she would be right
down. We’d also eat lunch in the North Hall cafeteria together
because the lines were shorter than at Weisenfluh.”
Together, they attended fraternity parties, went out to eat and
studied at Mike’s place. “We’d go to Straubs Pizza a lot. I was an
Alpha Chi Rho fraternity member, so we did lots of social events
there. I lived in Cooper Street Apartments and then was thrilled
to move into the new Keister Road Apartments. We studied
together at Keister Road Apartments and we tried to figure out
how to cook.”
All of her Rock roommates and some of Mike O’Hare’s were
in their wedding. The couple has one son, Adam, who lives in
North Carolina.
“A highlight of our lives was when we traveled to Florida in
2001 to see the Slippery Rock football team play Florida Atlantic
in Ft. Lauderdale,” he said. “We tailgated with many alumni
wearing our Slippery Rock regalia. The Rock won 40-7.”
Gerry died from cancer of unknown origin in 2004 at the age
of 51.
“The only time she cried throughout the entire illness was
when she had to sign her resignation letter to give up her job as
the principal of East Union Intermediate Center in the Deer
Lakes School District,” Mike O’Hare said. “She was a go getter.
She never sat down. If she was watching TV, she was doing
needlepoint at the same time. She cared about her students.
She championed the D.A.R.E. program at her school, started a
Veterans Day program honoring local veterans and rallied the
school around the Make-a-Wish Foundation when one of her
students had a serious illness.”
O’Hare said he used to tease her about having more degrees
than a thermometer. She received a master’s degree in education
from Duquesne University, followed by a doctorate in education
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
The Deer Lakes School District honored Gerry’s contribution
earlier this year by acknowledging her accomplishments with
a posthumous Distinguished Alumni Award. She holds the
distinction of being the only administrator to have graduated

“I wanted to keep Gerry’s memory going
10 years after her passing. She loved
her students so I thought this would
help out the students she so loved and
help us remember the brief time we had
with her.”
– Michael O’Hare, ’74

from Deer Lakes and then go on to spend her career at
Deer Lakes.
“Gerry characterizes what it is to be Deer Lakes – kindness,
talent, intelligence, responsibility, integrity, courage and above all,
love,” said Kathy Makuta, Deer Lakes public relations director.
“Gerry loved Deer Lakes; it was her heart and soul.”
Geraldine Angeloff O’Hare was born in West Deer and
attended grades 1-12 there. Like many families then, her mother’s
family relied on jobs produced in West Deer coalmines. Her
father’s family operated a small bakery and later a restaurant.
“Her energy and unbelievable work ethic came from these
roots,” Makuta said. “In high school, she was a majorette,
marching in the first Deer Lakes band. She was also on the first
Deer Lakes volleyball team. Most importantly, she was an honor
student, a trait she would continue to have for the rest of her
educational path.”
Her love for her community was never more evident than when she
implemented the Veterans Day program at East Union Intermediate
Center on Nov. 8, 2002. Gerry had invited veterans from local
VFW’s to come and raise the flag and sound a 21-gun salute.
The tribute evolved into an emotional assembly where veterans
arrived at the school to be honored by her fifth-grade class.
“Students read their veteran’s name, their military branch and
rank and presented them with a flag,” Makuta said. “This stirring
assembly was an opportunity for students to understand what
these wonderful veterans and military men and women have done
for them and their country.”
Mike O’Hare, an SRU education graduate, had a career in
consumer products and retired as a vice president from Snyder’s of
Hanover, a leading manufacturer of pretzels in the United States.
While missing his late wife, O’Hare said the scholarship
testifies to her spirit and their life partnership.
“What is it like for me knowing I’m keeping her memory alive?
It’s a great feeling to resurrect our marriage and association,” O’Hare
said. “I wouldn’t be the man I am today without the life I had with
her. She helped me personally and professionally. She supported
me and encouraged me when I did not get a teaching job upon
graduation and she supported me launching a career in consumer
products. She also gave me the greatest gift ever, in my son Adam.”
www.SRU.edu
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Albuquerque, New Mexico, has become
the ultimate home and playground for
alumna Joy Zeiner ’86. Zeiner, vice
president of the Credence Business Unit,
an outsourcing arm of The Greeley
Company (a health care consulting firm),
enjoys New Mexico’s vast landscape and
the possibilities that come with the area.
Zeiner’s heart is as large as the landscape in which she lives. In response to
Slippery Rock University’s 125th anniversary celebration, Zeiner created the Joy A.
Zeiner Scholarship to provide support for
an upper class accounting major.
“I have been donating $1,000 plus to
SRU for the accounting department for
several years so this scholarship really
made sense to me,” Zeiner said. “At this
time, I plan to continue funding the
scholarship annually even after
it reaches its mandatory
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$25,000, and actually the scholarship
fund is included in my estate planning.”
Zeiner, an Allentown native, said she is
lending a hand because SRU helped her.
“When growing up, my family did
not have a lot, but we never ‘needed’ for
anything,” Zeiner said. “I realized that
because of my education, I have been fortunate beyond my wildest dreams – in part
because of the good people and personal
growth opportunities that were presented
to me at SRU. I would not be where I am
today if it weren’t for SRU. The older I
get, the more I realize how fortunate I am
and the more I want to give back.”
Zeiner, a member of SRU’s The 1889
Society, said she never had the pleasure of
having children and has never been a big
spender, but she wants her estate to help
causes she supports.
“As I look to the inevitable, I realize I
need to leave my estate to people I trust
to manage it properly and do
good things with it,” she
said. “As I was doing
my estate planning, two

organizations came to mind – one being
Slippery Rock University and the other
being the United Way of Central New
Mexico. So as I continue in my career to
be as fortunate as I am, I continue to contribute generously annually and decided to
leave my estate – whenever that happens to
be – to these two organizations.”

Transfer Success

Zeiner transferred to SRU in 1984 from
an eastern Pennsylvania community college,
where she received an associate’s degree in
secretarial/administrative assistance.
“After receiving an associate’s degree
and realizing that I did not want to be a
secretary, I started looking for four-year
institutions within Pennsylvania,” she
said. “I chose SRU for a few reasons - first
the size of the school, which lead to small
class sizes; and secondly the location. I
realized that I needed to be away from my
parents’ home to grow personally.”
Zeiner said she remembers her professors with fondness.
“Phil Kennedy was leading the department
at the time. He was not only a teacher but

JOY 86,
ZEINER,
embraces life in
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also a friend to his students,” she said. “He
opened himself up to his students after class
hours and sometimes even went out with us
in the evening.  He also encouraged his students. He was the one who suggested that
I take the certified public accountant exam
while still a student at SRU. The timing
worked out perfectly – I took the CPA exam
in November and graduated in December.”
Zeiner lived in Sentinel Hall, an offcampus dormitory within walking distance of campus.
“It was pretty bare bones and sparse
– cinderblock walls painted white – and a
payphone was right outside my door,” she
said. “Then I met my roommate, Cindy,
who is still my friend today. She was a
returning married student whose husband
had graduated and moved back home to
look for work.”
After graduating from SRU, Zeiner
worked as a supervising senior accountant, chief financial officer, business
adviser and senior manager. She moved
from Pittsburgh to Albuquerque 10 years
ago and joined The Greeley Company in
January 2014. Greeley, headquartered in

Boston, helps health care organizations
improve efficiency, comply with regulations and deliver cost-effective care.

Red-Hot Chili Pepper

Zeiner said she loves New Mexico for
its variety – the four seasons, the food and
spices, the natural resources. Zeiner appreciates that she is able to enjoy her home after
working for 18 years in Pittsburgh with her
work dictating that she live near an airport.
“There are four seasons as well, unlike
many western/southern states,” she said.
“We have 330 days of sunshine, which was
one of the major factors in getting me here.”
“It does get hot, but there is no humidity so even 100 degrees in the shade can
feel comfortable,” Zeiner said.
“The food is phenomenal,” Zeiner said.
“Green and red chili go great on almost
everything. The waiters will ask ‘red, green, or
Christmas?’ ‘Christmas’ means that you want
both kinds of chili on your plate.”
Zeiner said that, like herself, many
New Mexicans are transplants from other
parts of the country. The large Native
American population lends its flare to the

New Nexico

art, spirituality and social gatherings typical of New Mexico.
“It’s peaceful and spiritual,” she said.
“Friendship circles continue to grow and
change - it’s always OK to bring a friend
with you when invited to a social event;
that person then becomes a new friend
who brings in his or her other friends.”
Outdoor activities abound, including
hiking, biking and skiing – yes, skiing. Taos
Ski Valley sits high in the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains, providing a natural playground.
“I embraced the fitness culture when
I moved to Albuquerque at age 39. I
proceeded to run my first 10K at age 40.
I also started cycling and rode at least
four century rides (rides of 100 miles or
more),” she said.
Zeiner recently celebrated her 50th
birthday with a “Dia de los Muertos” or
“Day of the Dead” themed party, a nod
to Albuquerque’s festive holiday in honor
of deceased loved ones. While this might
sound gloomy to those not familiar with
the holiday, the celebration is anything
but, as it is the day when spirits are welcomed back for another year.

www.SRU.edu
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WWII
DERAILS GRIDDER’S
PRO SHOT
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Raymond Banks’ name doesn’t appear
among Rock Football’s single-game,
single-season or career statistical leaders,
or on the list of Rock alumni who has
played professional football.
But it’s fair to say he played a significant role in the implementation of what
has evolved into “The Rock Mystique.”
The absence of Banks’ name in Rock
history books has nothing to do with
his talent. In fact, records show Banks
was a standout two-way end on Rock
football teams coached by the legendary N. Kerr Thompson. Unfortunately,
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by Robert McComas
statistical and other historical records
from Banks’ playing days in the early
1940s are virtually non-existent, early
Rock teams did not play as many games
as the modern-day Green and White
and teams during Banks’ era did not
score points by the bushel load like
today’s high-octane offenses.
There’s also evidence Banks was one of,
if not the very first Rock football studentathlete to attract the attention of professional football scouts.
History also shows Banks’ reception of
a pass from SRU Athletic Hall of Fame

quarterback Ed Cottrell accounted for
the only Slippery Rock touchdown in
a 12-7 loss in October 1940 at Detroit
Tech.
Followers of Rock football understand the significance of that game.
That was one of the first appearances by
“America’s favorite small-college football
team” outside of the immediate western
Pennsylvania region.
A little history on The Mystique:
The phenomenon dates back to the mid
1930s when Slippery Rock played Boston
University at historic Fenway Park. In the

“After seeing Saturday’s game, it was plain to see why Slippery Rock College has had such success
in their football program. This was, beyond a doubt, one of the most hard fought games that we
have had in a long time; perhaps when we meet again, the results will not be the same.”
– Detroit Tech athletic publicity director James Dave

nearly 80 seasons that have passed since
that memorable game in Beantown, Rock
football teams have played in virtually
every corner of the United States including California, Connecticut, Florida,
Louisiana and the state of Washington.
At the heart of The Rock’s road trips,
of course, have been two, soon to be three,
trips to “The Big House.”
SRU “hosted” the Pennsylvania State
Athletic Conference-Western Division
rival Mercyhurst
University in an
Oct. 18 game at
the University
of Michigan’s
100,000-seat
on-campus,
home facility in
Ann Arbor.
In the build-up to
that game, and as part of SRU’s 125-year
anniversary celebration, it’s appropriate
attention is focused on Rock football’s

first-ever trip to the state of Michigan.
Banks was one of The Rock’s stars in
that game 74 years ago.
His touchdown reception was captured
in a photograph that appeared in the
Oct. 15, 1940, edition of the Detroit News.
“That was a brilliant catch of Ed
Cottrell’s pass,” Detroit Tech athletic
publicity director James Dave wrote in a
letter of congratulations to Bank.
“After seeing Saturday’s game, it was
plain to see why Slippery Rock College
has had such success in their football program,” Davey said. “This was, beyond a
doubt, one of the most hard fought games
that we have had in a long time; perhaps
when we meet again, the results will not
be the same.”
A little more than a year later, Banks
received correspondence from player
personnel officials with the Detroit Lions
and Philadelphia Eagles indicating their
sincere interest in selecting him in the
1942 National Football League draft.

“The management of the Detroit
Lions has been watching your work on
the gridiron this Fall with a great deal
of interest. We feel that your play is well
above the average and that you can carve
a great future for yourself in professional
football,” Fred Mandel, Jr., president of
the Lions, wrote in a Nov. 14, 1941 letter
to Banks.
Three weeks later, Banks received a
similar letter from Archie Foster, vice
president of the Eagles.
Had his plans not changed due to a
commitment to serve his country, Banks
from all appearances would have been the
first Rock football player to get a chance
to play professionally.
History shows the first Rock pro player
was Jay Cullin, who was drafted and
signed by the Oakland Raiders in 1967.
In the 40-plus seasons since then, countless Rock alumni have worn professional
football jerseys, the latest being Brandon
Fusco, of the NFL Minnesota Vikings.
www.SRU.edu
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“My dad’s Slippery Rock State Teachers College diploma meant so much to him he
wasn’t going to let the Army take it away,” the younger Banks said, “and he was
proud to enlist in the Navy and serve his country.”

– Greg Banks, son of Raymond Banks

Banks was a victim of circumstances.
In the wake of the attack on Pearl
Harbor, World War II beckoned and,
as most able-bodied men of his age did,
Banks enlisted in the U.S. military.
He initially intended to join the Army, his
son, Greg Banks, said. Those plans changed,
though, when Banks received a less-thanfavorable response from an Army recruiter.
“When he went to the Army induction center, my father tried to explain
how close he was to graduating and how
important that was, being the only member of his family to ever attend college,”
Greg Banks said, recalling conversations
he had had with his late father.
“The Army sergeant was unimpressed
and said they’d take him immediately anyways,” Greg Banks recalled his father’s telling him. “To that, my dad said he stormed
out of the Army recruitment center just out
of several Army officers’ grasp and walked
across the street to the Naval induction center, where he again pleaded his case.”
“They were more understanding, proposing to allow him just enough time to
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fulfill his academic obligations,” Greg
Banks said. “So with his Naval induction
papers in hand he marched into the Army
recruitment center and proclaimed ‘I’m
property of the U.S. Navy and the Army
can’t touch me.’ ”
“My dad’s Slippery Rock State Teachers
College diploma meant so much to him
he wasn’t going to let the Army take it
away,” the younger Banks said, “and he
was proud to enlist in the Navy and serve
his country.”
Raymond Banks served as a Chief
Petty Officer in charge of a gun turret
crew on a cruiser based out of Norfolk,
Va. and stationed in the Atlantic Ocean
during WWII. While serving at the
Norfolk Naval Base, Raymond, the son
of a Pittsburgh bricklayer, met his future
wife, a Naval clerical officer.
Following completion of his Naval
career, the Banks family moved to
Galeton, Pa., where Raymond taught science and coached football and basketball
at the local high school.
Raymond Banks eventually attained

the position of supervising principal at
Morrisville-Eaton Central High School
before being named as the Dean of
Students and later Vice President of
Student Affairs at Morrisville College,
a two-year institution, in the late
1960s. Banks remained in that position through his retirement in the early
1980s, his son said.
“My dad passed in 2003 with my mom
passing one year later,” Greg Banks said.
“Many things forged my dad in his life,
but he was always most proud to say he
came from The Rock.”
“He came from humble, bluecollar beginnings in a large family in
Pittsburgh, which I know instilled in him
a good, strong work ethic. But I know
he felt, as I do to this very day, that his
involvement in Slippery Rock sports and
The Rock in general contributed in a
large part to his leadership skills in the
Navy and later in life,” Greg said.
“Dad was a true Rock-solid success
story,” Greg said. You can bank on that.
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I am

TheROCK

Tony Robinson, ’93, political science, and
Regina (Murray) Robinson, ’92, social work

DAY JOBS: Tony is a regional tax leader with Ernst & Young and Regina is a
licensed clinical social worker with Presence Health, providing case management services to children.
BACKGROUND: Tony, a native of Youngstown, chose SRU to prepare for law school
and play collegiate football (All American). Regina grew up in Ambridge and chose
SRU due to its location and affordability. Tony earned his juris doctor degree from
Duquesne Law School and has worked as a tax consultant for the past 18 years.
Regina worked for Beaver County Children and Youth Services before earning her
master’s in social work degree from The University of Pittsburgh.
INFLUENCE OF SRU: SRU provided us the opportunity to interact with individuals
of varying backgrounds and cultures, which has been critical to our success.
We met and developed a strong friendship and partnership at SRU, leading to
20 years of marriage. Our education laid the foundation for our careers and will
forever change how our daughter, Janay, values a college degree. As a way to
give back a portion of our blessings to the university, we decided to fund a needbased scholarship for African American students. It is a blessing to be able to
impact the lives of current scholarship recipients as well as future generations.

