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Dear Friends,
There are few things more picturesque than fall on a northeast college campus. 

I was reminded of this today as I was walking across the quad and watching stu-
dents as they enjoyed what surely will be one of the last 75-degree days of 2012. 
Wandering amidst our collection of traditional and modern buildings, and with 
the fall colors beginning to paint the campus scarlet and yellow, I thought how 
true it is that Slippery Rock is a University steeped in tradition with a future of 
endless possibilities.

As alumni and friends, you helped to build those traditions…saying hello to 
everyone you encounter on campus…storming the rock after a touchdown…
strong faculty/student mentorships…ghost stories…solid academics…a love for the 
Rock…a commitment to service and even a little bit of bumble bee tuna music from 
the band.

You are also instrumental to our future of endless possibilities.
Over the next several years Pennsylvania, indeed much of the country, will face a 

continued decline in the number of students graduating from high school. There are 
a number of reasons for the decline, but suffice it to say, there will be more competi-
tion for fewer students. Plus, since we’ve made a commitment to maintain our high 
academic standards, the pool of available students will be even smaller. It will be 
critical for SRU to identify, attract and enroll these students.

That’s where you can help. We’ll continue to promote the University through 
direct and mass marketing, but nothing sells a university more than the success of 
its graduates and their willingness to step forward to say, “I got my rock solid start at 
Slippery Rock University and you can too.”

One can’t live for very long in this part of the country without encountering the 
legions of folks wearing black and gold, who tout the greatness of their team and are 
proud to count themselves among the Steeler nation. We need our Rock Nation to 
do the same. We need each of you to wear your colors…to talk with others (particu-
larly high school aged students) about the positive experiences you had at SRU…and 
to share your success stories with us, so that we in turn can share your “good news” 
with our current and prospective students. We want qualified students to know that 
because Slippery Rock University is the Best Choice, it should be their First Choice 
when picking a college. 

Help us to pursue our future of endless possibilities.

      Cheryl Norton
      President 

VIEW from the ROCK
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University Vision Statement 
Slippery Rock University will excel as a caring community 
of lifelong learners connecting with the world.

Slippery Rock University is a member  
of the Pennsylvania State System  

of higher education

It was on the lips of hundreds of alumni from 
the early 1960s on this fall – nifty at 50. Radio 
station alumni reunited on campus to mark 50 
years of student radio at SRU. They swapped 
stories about the importance of their experience, 
sponsored a float at homecoming and launched  
a new scholarship supporting current communi-
cation majors.

WSRU 88.1 FM started out as NFTE, which 
prompted it to become known on campus as 
“nifty,” a nickname that has stuck.

“School Spirits” took on a whole new meaning 
this summer when the SyFy Channel featured 
SRU as one of the nation’s haunted colleges – old 
news to SRU alumni. One of the enduring legends 
at SRU is that the place is haunted, especially 
North Hall and Miller Auditorium. This edition 
explores the many ghost stories told, with a focus 
on “Emma the Ghost.”

We invite you to read about new learning 
opportunities for students in the remodeled 
Planetarium, as well as technology advances in 
Bailey Library and the interesting items housed in 
University Archives.

You will also get to know the University’s first 
million-dollar donor, Jerry Bejbl, ’63, and learn 
how there is no generation gap when it comes to 
giving to SRU.

Thank you for your input on The ROCK. 

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
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ROCK bytes

Climate Action Plan promotes 
carbon neutrality

Slippery Rock University 
has set the goal of achieving 
carbon neutrality in 25 years 
or less and recently created a 
Climate Action Plan to help 
it get there. The blueprint 
for reducing greenhouse 
gases provides a master plan 
for continued greening leadership. 

“Greenhouse gases affect global warming, 
and there are a lot of educational people 
and academics who say someone is going 
to have to take the lead because the private 
sector and government certainly are not 
doing it,” said Herb Carlson, SRU assistant 
vice president for construction design and 
management, and the University’s sustain-
ability officer. “Subsequently, the academic 
community has gotten behind the concept 
of becoming climate neutral.”

SRU’s 52-page action plan provides 
a roadmap for climate neutrality within 
the framework of the American College 
& University Presidents’ Climate 
Commitment program. Cheryl Norton, 
SRU president, approved the Climate 
Action Plan for submission to ACUPCC. 

“I am extremely proud of the work 
done by the President’s Commission on 
Sustainability in developing this plan,” she 
said. “Once again SRU is demonstrating 
leadership in this critical area.”

More than 1,500 new students 
got the WOW  – Weekend of 
Welcome – treatment when the 
fall semester began. More than 600 
volunteers, many of them upper-
classmen, helped students and par-
ents move belongings into campus 
residence halls. Volunteers helped 
students set up computers, pur-
chase books, obtain parking passes 
and learn where the dining halls 
are located. 

SRU President Cheryl Norton 
   handed out fortune cookies 

and greeted students and 
their families. Rocky, the 
University mascot, greeted 
students too.

SRU earns ‘Best in Northeast,’ other honors
For the fifth consecutive year, SRU has been named one  

of 222 colleges chosen by The Princeton Review, a nationally 
known education services company, as a “Best in the Northeast” 
university. 

The “Best in the Northeast” review offers a profile of each of 
the selected institutions that is often used by high school stu-
dents and their parents in determining a college fit. The profile  
is based on student reviews submitted through a Princeton 
Review survey. 

SRU has also been named: 
•  A green college in Princeton Review’s “Guide to 322 Green 

Colleges”
•  A Military Friendly School by Victory Media, the premier 

media entity for military personnel transitioning into  
civilian life

•  A Top 10 Regional University/North in the U.S. News & 
World Report’s 2013 edition of Best Colleges 

•  A Silver institution in the new Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment & Rating System, a leading benchmark for rating 
campus sustainability achievement 

Computer science professor 
interfaces with world

David Dailey, professor of computer 
science, has emerged as one of the world’s 
leading experts in scalable vector graphics. 
He is so knowledgeable, China recently 
recruited him to present at South China 
Normal University and the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences.

“It was exciting and simultaneously 
interesting to see an area that had a popu-
lation of about 2 million in 2002, now 
with a population of more than 12 mil-
lion due in large measure to the growth of 
high tech,” Dailey said.

Scalable vector graphics allows com-
puter graphics to be handled by math-
ematical formulas so that an image can 
appear in focus and sharp on a small, 
handheld smart phone or  a huge elec-
tronic billboard. Dailey teaches SVG to 
SRU students.

WOW treatment greets 
new students
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Counseling Center meets iACS standards
The International Association of Counseling Services has informed SRU’s Student 

Counseling Center that it has again met its standards of counseling practice. In a letter 
to SRU, the Alexandria, Va.-based organization said SRU’s center “offers competent and 
reliable professional services to its clientele.” 

Approval by IACS is also dependent on evidence of continuing professional develop-
ment as well as demonstration of excellence of counseling performance.

“We are always pleased to be recognized for the quality service we deliver. To know we are 
meeting national standards as set by peers is gratifying,” said Carol Holland, center director.

LOOKING GOOD: The Student Government Association Bookstore has 
relocated to the first floor of the new Smith Student Center. With more room and 
the entire inventory on one floor, it offers an even larger collection of Rock apparel. 
Hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. 
More information: http://www.sgabookstore.com/

The $39-million Robert M. Smith Student 
Center opened fall semester, wowing users 
and creating buzz as the new campus hub for 
socializing, studying, eating, banking, taking 
in a movie or buying textbooks. The building 
was formally dedicated this fall. 

“Other than the obvious of having a new 
beautiful building, the new student center 

Police undergo  
advanced training 

University Police recently participated in 
active-shooter and building-search training 
to be better prepared for an incident like the 
Virginia Tech shooting in 2007. Although 
SRU has been named one of the 50 safest 
campuses in the nation by The Daily Beast, 
additional training never hurts, according to 
Michael Simmons, chief of police. 

“Active shooter training is important 
because it provides the basics in responding to 
high violence incidents,” said Windy Stafford, 
SRU assistant police chief. “The first respond-
ers – police officers – must have the skill set to 
defend themselves and our community. To do 
that we need to train and be better prepared, 
and that is why training is so valuable.”

The North Hills Special Response Team 
led the drills in the former Kraus Hall. 

Smith Student Center wows users
makes things more simple for students to 
have everything in one place,” said Hollie 
Carlson, a health and physical education 
major from Rockwood. 

Named in honor of former SRU President 
Robert Smith, the 106,869-square-foot-
building incorporates glass walls, a 
food court, a new Rocky’s, a new SGA 

Bookstore, Starbucks, a theater, ball-
room and student meeting rooms. It was 
funded through student fees.

“My favorite part, I would have to say, 
is the movie theater,” said Oliver Laniear, 
a criminology major from Pittsburgh.

The theater, which seats 250, can also 
be used for receptions and performances.

      www.SRU.edu      5 
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dr. Carl McGary, ’83, biology
Home: 
Saint Paul, Minn. I am married to 
Maureen Lowe, M.D., a pathologist, 
and have two wonderful daughters, 
Maggie and Lizzie. The last several 
years, we have enjoyed Minnesota life 
with a cabin up north on Pokegama 
Lake for boating and fishing. Our old, 
historic home in Saint Paul sits on a 
nearly two-acre lot allowing a large  
vegetable garden that keeps me busy.  
I have also taken up home canning 
fresh vegetables, something I learned 
from my mother and father, Nellie and 
Tom McGary, 1953 SRU graduates.

Profession: 
I am a hospital pathologist for Central 
Regional Pathology and Health East 
Hospitals, Cytology and Histology 
Medical Director Health East.

Great accomplishment:  
Earning a Ph.D., along with my M.D.

Hobbies:  
Fishing, gardening, trombone and bari-
tone in local community bands and more 
recently learning the tuba. 

Why I give: 
To help provide current students with the 
same opportunity I had for an excellent 
and affordable education.

6      The ROCK      Fall 2012

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS: (From left) SRU exercise science majors Eric 
Geiselhart, of Monroeville; Ryan Spiardi, a December graduate from Indiana, Pa.; 

and Colleen Thomas, a May graduate from Hudson, Ohio, 
won the national “College Bowl” at the American College 
of Sports Medicine national conference in San Francisco. 
The College Bowl is a Jeopardy-style competition that  

tests students’ knowledge in 
exercise science.

Michelle McCollin, special education 
professor, knows no limits when it comes 
to doing good works. She recently trav-
eled to Nigeria to “pay it forward” by 
delivering 100 prescription eyeglasses and 
40 pair of shoes to villages.

She lived in a Nigerian village for three 
weeks and wore local clothing for a religious 
ceremony.  “There are no words in my cache 
that are inclusive, sufficient and comprehen-
sive enough to define or explain the impact 
of this mission trip on my life,” she said. 

McCollin said she shares her photo 
diary with her SRU students to engage 
them in thinking globally about the teach-
ing-learning process.

“I want them to consider stepping outside 
of their boundaries and limited paradigms to 
‘pay it forward’ by giving back,” she said. 

Michelle McCollin ‘pays it 
forward’ in Nigeria

daugherty vaults to  
‘Athlete of Year’ honors

Pole vault standout Cameron Daugherty 
has been named Pennsylvania Athletic 
Conference Male Field Athlete of the Year. 
He earned the conference’s top field athlete 
honor after his stellar performance to close 
the 2012 season. He has one year of eligi-
bility for The Rock remaining.

The highlight of his 2012 season 
came at the NCAA Division II National 
Championships, where he cleared 5.15 
meters to win the first national champion-
ship for the SRU men’s team since 1997.

Three weeks before the National 
Championships, Daugherty claimed 
the title in the pole vault at the PSAC 
Championships. It was his second title.
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UnIVERSITy BOOKSHELF
New books by SRU faculty and alumni

David Dailey pens technology book
David Dailey, professor of computer science and an inter-

national expert on scalable vector graphics, has co-written 
“Building Web Applications with SVG: Add Interactivity to 
Your Web Applications.”

The book, which was co-authored with Jon Forest, a senior 
.NET developer, and Domenico Strazzullo, author of Pergola, a 
JavaScript library for SVG and the open-source project GEMi, 
provides details on working with scalable vector graphics. 
Scalable vector graphics employs mathematic formulas involving vectors to create 
graphics instead of square pixels.

The book is designed to help users learn step-by-step Web application techniques 
for animation, overlays and applications.

Published by Microsoft Press, the book is available on Amazon.com

P. Griffith Lindell, ’66, writes business book
P. Griffith Lindell, ’66, has written “Struggling with  

Your Business? 10 Questions to Consider Before Investing  
(A)nother Dime.”

The book offers real-world advice and practical know-how for 
anyone struggling to run a business in a tough economy. Each 
chapter contains self-assessment tools and argues that if you 
don’t ask and answer the right questions, your struggles may 
lead to failure.

Published by CreateSpace Independent Publishing, the book 
is available at Amazon.com

Walter Powell, ’73, co-authors Civil War book
Walter Powell, ’73, has co-authored “Letters From the Storm: 

The Intimate Civil War Letters of Lt. J.A.H. Foster, 155th 
Pennsylvania Volunteer.” 

Foster, from Armstrong County, served in the Army of the 
Potomac from 1862-1865 and was badly wounded at the Battle 
of Gettysburg. The book is based on 101 letters written by 
Foster, mostly to his wife Mary Jane. Linda Foster Arden is the 
co-author.

The book, published by Mechling Press, is available at Amazon.com.

John Lienert, ’03, pens article for  
The Pennsylvania Lawyer magazine

John Lienert, ’03, wrote an article that was published in the 
July-August edition of The Pennsylvania Lawyer magazine. 
The article is entitled “Principles for Success: Advice for Young Lawyers.” Lienert is 
licensed to practice law in Pennsylvania and West Virginia and focuses his practice 
on the defense of civil litigation matters.

ROCK bytes

Numbers

Slippery Rock
University

$152,468,380
Value of the assets of the Slippery Rock University  
Foundation, Inc. including traditional operations and the 
Residence Suites as of August 30, 2012. Assets for tradi-
tional operations totaled $23,609,778.

$18,762,252
Combined value of the Slippery Rock University Foundation, 
Inc., and the Slippery Rock University Alumni Association 
endowments.

$4,000,000
Value of 57 government contracts the Contracting Assistance 
Center, housed in the College of Business, Information and 
Social Sciences, helped to generate for local businesses.

$300,729
Value of 10 grant proposals the Grants Office received  
May 1, 2012 through August 31, 2012. Thirteen faculty and 
staff received funding.

$292,632
Gift income received for Fiscal Year 2012-13 as of  
August 30, 2012.

$49,000
University rebates realized through procurement card  
provider, JP Morgan.

$26,640
Travel savings totaled for Fiscal Year 2012, ending  
June 30, 2012.

2,875
Number of students residing on campus at opening –  
a 99-percent occupancy rate.

206
Number of SRU student-athletes named PSAC Scholar- 
Athletes with a 3.25 or above cumulative GPA. SRU ranked 
first in the PSAC with 48 percent of its student-athletes 
named Scholar-Athletes.

19
Number of successful tenure-track faculty searches com-
pleted by the Division of Academic Affairs. Thirteen out 
of 19 hires (68.4 percent) were female. Four diverse can-
didates (21 percent) were hired. Fourteen of those hired 
have a terminal degree, with four more degrees anticipated 
by the end of the calendar year.

15
Students who traveled to The Festival Fringe in Edinburgh, 
Scotland for two weeks to stage the world  
premiere of The Barwell Prophecy, written 
by SRU Theatre Professor David Skeele,  
and Acts of Contrition by western  
Pennsylvania playwright Patricia Montley.

Rock sets scholar- 
athletes record

Setting a school-record, 48 percent of 
SRU student-athletes earned Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference Scholar-Athlete 
status during the 2011-12 academic year. 

A total of 206 Rock student-athletes fin-
ished the academic year with a grade point 
average of 3.25 or higher. The Rock ranked 
third among the 16 PSAC institutions in 
the total number of student-athletes hon-
ored behind Mercyhurst University (236) 
and West Chester University (207). SRU 
led the conference in percentage of student-
athletes honored. Gannon University 
was second with 46 percent, followed by 
Mercyhurst at 42 percent.
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Smokin’ flavors spice menu
There is a new rallying cry on campus – wings. We’re talking supercharged, atomic and 

triple atomic wings from Quaker Steak & Lube. SRU became the first university campus 
in the country to have a Quaker Steak & Lube. 

The restaurant, located in the Smith Student Center, offers the franchise’s Best Wings 
USA and more than 20 sauce varieties along with its traditional menu of burgers and fries. 
The restaurant, part of Rocky’s on the Center’s second floor, is open to the public as well 
as students, faculty and staff. 

Zimbabwean pursues  
graduate degree

Grace Bema, a 
park and resource 
management 
graduate student 
from Zimbabwe, 
will experience 
many firsts this 
year, including 
a cold winter. 
She is attending 
SRU as a Slippery 
Rock Rotary 
Ambassador 
Scholar. After 
less than a week on campus, she enjoyed 
her first football game when The Rock 
defeated Seton Hill at home. Other firsts 
will have to wait.

“I have never seen snow, and I can’t 
wait for it,” she told the Butler Eagle. “I 
am really hoping this will be a good expe-
rience for me.” 

Bema has a bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering and a master’s degree in  
business administration from the 
University of Zimbabwe. She is a junior 
partner at Brian Colquhoun Hugh 
O’Donnell and Partners Consulting 
Engineers in Zimbabwe. 

Rock Head Football Coach George 
Mihalik (’74, ’76-M), left, accepts 
his Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 
Western Chapter induction plaque from 
Rock graduate Darrell Hess (‘54) during 
ceremonies last May. Hess is a past  
president of and inductee into the Hall  
of Fame.

‘Up ‘til 2 for St. Jude’ wins Program of Year 
SRU’s “Up ‘til 2 for St. Jude” fundraising program for sick children has won the 

Program of the Year Award from ALSCAC/St. Jude, the fundraising organization for 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

SRU won the award for its consistent student involvement and fundraising success, 
said Kevin Currie, SRU student life director. 

“The students here are committed to worthy causes,” Currie said. “The pro-
gram is not just a local thing, it is global. Winning Program of the Year honors 
shows that our students have an awareness and conscientiousness to look beyond 
their backdoor.”

SRU has participated in the program since 2007, raising a total of $246,572. 
More than 800 students participated this year.

“Knowing that the money we raised might have paid for someone’s treatment is 
amazing,” said Stephanie Cohen, an elementary education major from Cleveland 
who is serving as the program’s student executive director for 2012-13. 
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Lisa Graham hanrahan, ’68
Home:  
Charlottesville, Va.

Profession:  
Former educator – elementary physi-
cal education and preschool director.

Hobbies:  
Running, reading, gardening and 
sewing.

Great accomplishment:  
There are several accomplishments in 
my life that I would consider pretty 
great.  First would be my marriage of 
40 years. Others include raising three 
lovely, independent and successful 
daughters, running 15 marathons, 
including five Boston Marathons 
beginning at age 56, revitalizing and 
expanding a faltering church pre-
school and my many volunteer efforts 
in schools and churches.

Why I give:  
The reason I went to Slippery Rock 
State College – as it was called when 
I attended – and why I give is because 
my beloved grandfather, Allan 
Graham, Sr., graduated from Slippery 
Rock Normal School in 1900, in one 
of the first graduating classes.  I also 
had several aunts and uncles who 
attended Slippery Rock in the late 
1920s and 1930s. For my 50th birth-
day my husband presented me with the 
Lisa Graham Hanrahan Scholarship, 
which has been awarded annually to a 
SRU student since 1998. Giving allows 
me to help continue the fine education 
of students that I experienced myself 
at SRU.

Grad keeps on cheering
The experience of being a cheerleader 

– from the stunts to the exhilarating 
feeling of being at the top of the pyra-
mid – is something Danica Knotts, ’11, 
mastered as a member of SRU’s All-Girl 
Cheerleading Team that won the 2010 
Universal Cheerleaders Association 
Division II national championship.

The December 2011 graduate recently 
entered the ranks of “professional” cheer-
leading in South Florida. The National 
Hockey League’s Florida Panthers selected 
her to be a member of its 2012-2013 
cheerleading squad. 

“I’m excited,” she said. “I was selected 
from an applicant pool of more than 100 
to serve on the Panther’s 25-person squad. 
The Panthers have thousands of fans 
and are on TV all the time.” Knotts, an 
elementary education graduate, works as a 
teacher in Florida.

OOMPH-PAH: Kaitlin Vangelo, a management major from 
Easton and member of the University Marching Band, plays 

one of the 10 new sousaphones that were pur-
chased for the band. Directed by James 

Berry, assistant professor of music, 
the band performs at 

numerous sporting 
events.

Grad takes the plunge
If you make it to 90, how do you expect 

to celebrate? Edwin Cottrell, ’43, jumped 
into his 90th birthday, parachuting out 
of an airplane with Mike Elliott, the U.S. 
Army Golden Knight who assisted former 
U.S. President George Bush on a jump 
when he turned 80.

“It was the most awesome experience 
of my life,” Cottrell said. “We started at 

10,000 feet and free fell for 
5,000 feet when 

he opened the 
chute. We 
were free fall-
ing at 160 

feet per sec-
ond. The ground 
came up fast but 
it was the most 
beautiful view 
of the earth. 

When the chute 
opens, all becomes quiet and you sway 
back and forth taking in the views. We 
landed right on the spot where they had 
placed an X.”

Cottrell said he jumped to mark his 
ninth decade and honor the memory 
of two pilot buddies who were killed in 
action during World War II.

Cottrell, of Pinehurst, N.C., is the son 
of the late Elmer Cottrell, long-time  
SRU athletic director and father of 
aquatics, and brother of Eleanor Cottrell-
Hartzell, ’39.
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in this era of YouTube videos, computer downloads and iPods, 
it’s hard to realize that music wasn’t always so accessible. But 
as Don McLean sang in his 1971 hit “American Pie,” “that’s 

not how it used to be.” 
There was a day when Slippery Rock University students were 

unlikely to hear the latest release unless the campus radio station 
played it. Disc jockeys spun vinyl and peppered the music with 
news, commentary and sports coverage specific to The Rock, 
broadcasting from a clubhouse-like atmosphere of on-the-air 
learning and excitement. 

WSRU 88.1 FM turns 50 this year, and former disc jockeys and 
station managers are throwing a party. Alumni who worked for the 
station returned to campus this fall for a reunion. They celebrated 
50 years of radio for and by students, swapped stories and launched 
a new scholarship supporting communication majors.

“We in SRU radio have a legacy. The station has been there 
for 50 years this year. How many other college organizations can 
say that?” said James Aronson, a 1986 and 1990 SRU graduate 
who worked at the station. “We owe it to every radio jock who 
came before us and everyone that will come after to preserve the 

memory and livelihood of this radio station. For many of us, the 
radio station was a shelter from a storm, a family away from home 
and the best days of our college lives.” 

WSRU, which has broadcast under several different call letters 
over the years, started as most college radio stations did. With only 
20-watts of closed-circuit power, students wanted to provide a radio 
station that catered to student interests while, at the same time, 
entertaining them. From meal menus and show tunes to Top 40, 
alternative rock and rap, a constant state of flux in programming 
and talent has kept the listening experience fresh over the years.

And the station has always kept one thing intact – providing 
aspiring broadcasters with an education and experience they will 
cherish all their lives. 

“Working at the radio station was not just like working for 
any other campus organization. Working at ‘WRCK’ was having 
a second family,” Aronson said. “These people were my sisters, 
brothers, cousins. Many of us who worked there were never in a 
fraternity or sorority – the station was our fraternity of sorts.”

Despite a myriad of work and family responsibilities, radio sta-
tion alumni have sacrificed their free time, sleep and perhaps a 
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bit of their sanity to spread a love of 
broadcasting because it made such a 
difference in their lives.

“Working at the station has made 
me everything I am today,” Aronson 
said. “It shaped my personality. It has 
helped me build relationships and 
build instant rapport with complete 
strangers, a tool I use everyday now 
at my job in marketing. I developed a 
sense of humor from my radio station 
days, and those days taught me an 
important lesson – how to laugh and 
not take life too seriously.”

Thomas Flynn, SRU professor of communication, said it is great 
to see alumni caring so much about the station and students.

“What I find exciting in working with this group of alumni is 
they are really expressing a desire to come back and give back to 
the station and re-energize and provide some direction,” Flynn 
said. “I think that is enormously important.” 

And now, a word from Room 38
James Wentz, a 1964 graduate, recalls his pioneer radio days at 

Slippery Rock with fondness. No wonder – the station began in 
his Patterson Hall room.

“It started out as NFTE as an 
experiment in my dorm room, 
Room 38 in Patterson Hall,” he 
said. “I used a wireless micro-
phone that transmitted into AM 
radios via the power line, and dis-
covered that everyone in Patterson 
could hear it. So I started doing 
evening shows with music, etc.” 

NFTE stood for “news from 
38.” The path from “38” to a 

campuswide format wasn’t easy. The station needed money – 
the WNFT treasury topped out at $110 – and a space to grow. 
Staffers were constantly looking for ways to raise funds. At one 
point in the early 1960s, NFTE staff sold “tag day” tickets for 
25 cents to stay on the air.

University faculty eventually determined that a little room off 
the main lounge of North Hall would be a suitable space for the 
station, which officially went on the air April 15, 1962. The first 
official broadcast took place at 6 p.m. and included light classical 
music performed by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 

Wentz said he remembers connecting the first station in 
North Hall.

“Don Nesbitt, ‘64, and I built a small transmitter, 20 watts, 
that used a crystal at 600 kHz (AM) and a tube RF amplifier,” 
Wentz said. “The signal was coupled into the AC wiring – some-
times called wired wireless – which permitted reception over 
quite a wide area on campus. I built the ‘board,’ the audio input 
controller for turntables and microphones. We ran a long coaxial 
cable down into the steam tunnel to a main transformer for cou-
pling to the AC power lines. In the studio, we had two turntables 
and a reel-to-reel tape machine. Very basic stuff, but it worked.”

The weekday schedule included news, meal menus, jazz, classi-
cal and show music, interviews, debates and discussions. The sta-
tion signed off at 11 p.m.

“Those were good times for sure, lots of friends and a com-
mon goal,” said Wentz, a retired electrical engineer who received 
a doctorate in linguistics. “It kept me busy and relatively popular 
on campus.”

“Working at the station has 
made me everything I am 
today. It shaped my person-
ality. It has helped me build 
relationships and build instant 
rapport with complete strang-
ers, a tool I use everyday now 
at my job in marketing.”

James Aronson,  
‘86 and ‘90

1962: 1970:1963: 1975:
WNFt broad-
casts from 
North Hall for 
the first time at  
6 p.m. April 15, 
1962.

because  
of the  
call letters  
WNFt, “nifty”  
becomes the 
station nickname

 WNFt 
moves to 
the second 
floor of 
the newly 
opened 
University 
Union.

WNFt operates 
19 hours a day 
and amasses a 
library of top 40 
music.

Nifty 

The WNFT staff in 1976.
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Breaking gender barrier
The station broadcast from North Hall until the University 

Union opened in 1970, when it moved to the second floor of the 
union and adopted the call letters WNFT. The airwaves crackled 
from 7 a.m. to 2 a.m. daily with its library of music geared pri-
marily to a Top-40 rock format. Programming included news, 
weather, sports and public affairs.

In the 1970s, the station began broadcasting home and away 
football and basketball games and simulcast coverage to commer-
cial radio stations in Butler and New Castle.

Doreen Poreba arrived at SRU in 1977 from a small town in 
northeastern Ohio, fascinated by radio and television but plan-
ning to become an athletic trainer. 

“As a kid, my sisters, neighbor friends and I used to create fake 
radio stations and would record ourselves on cassette tapes,” Poreba 
said. “When I was about eight years old, I also used to pretend I 
was the host of a television show. Those childhood experiences 
were a foretelling, as I joined 
WNFT in my freshman year 
of college and went on to be a 
TV news reporter as my first 
job out of college.”

Poreba served as the first 
woman sports director and 
became the first woman to 
broadcast a men’s basketball 
game at SRU. Jeff “Chico” 
Beane, the sports director 
at the time, mentioned the 
milestone before the tipoff.

“I remember being ner-
vous and Chico asking me 
the question, live, on the air: 
‘Doreen is making Rock his-
tory today by becoming the 
first woman to ever broadcast a men’s basketball game. How do 
you feel?’” Poreba said.

“He caught me off guard and I stumbled on my answer,” she said. 
“I also remember getting so caught up in the game that sometimes 

I would forget that I was 
broadcasting and would 
forget to add the color 
commentary. I laugh now 
when I think about that. 
Fortunately, I got better as I 
gained more experience and 
eventually I did the play-by-
play and not just the color 
commentary. I also did the 
color commentary on foot-
ball games.”

Poreba, who graduated 
in 1980, worked as a televi-
sion journalist in Ohio and 
Florida before founding a public relations firm, The PR Czar Inc. 
Now a freelance photojournalist, creativity coach and singer-song-
writer, Poreba said her SRU radio experience was foundational.

“Getting involved with the radio station made me 
realize I wanted my career to be in the field of com-
munication and not physical education,” she said. “I 
changed my major after the first semester to commu-
nication. I’d say my station involvement was critically 
important in my education and eventually my career.”

WFNT changed its name in 1980 to WRCK for 
a better association with The Rock nickname. By the 
1980s, station staffers were under the direction of a 
general manager. There was a continuity of news, music, 
sports and staff sold advertising to offset operating costs.

Mark Razz, ’85, said his resident adviser talked him 
into joining WRCK. Originally from Belleville, N.J., 
SRU was the only university he applied to.

Joining the station was “the single most critical decision 
I made at SRU,” he said. “I was on the radio one day and 
a light went on. I knew what my path in life would take.”

Razz, music director for Philadelphia’s country sta-
tion 92.5 XTU, said he became involved in all aspects of the sta-
tion. He occupied the DJ booth, sold advertising to make a few 
bucks, served as program director and general manager, did sports 
play-by-play and “practically lived at the radio station.”

1978: 1983:1980: 1990:
WNFt broadcasts 
home and away 
football and  
basketball games 
and simulcasts 
coverage to radio 
stations in butler 
and New Castle.

 WNFt  
changes  
its name  
to WRCK  
for better  
association with 
the Rock name.

the original  
WsRU,  
owned and  
operated by  
the University,  
begins broadcasting.

 sRU installs a campus- 
wide digital phone  
system. WRCK  
broadcasts from  
the lobby of  
the University 
Union because the old analog 
telephone lines were obsolete.

WRCK broadcasts in 1980.
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“I really immersed myself in what the radio station had to offer,” he 
said. “I deejayed dances and just had a ball working there. I prepared 
myself for life there, not only professionally but personally as well.” 

After graduating, Razz worked for small-market radio stations 
around Slippery Rock and used his skills to sail into major markets 
such as Boston, New York and Philadelphia. He hosted syndicated 
shows in the rock and country formats. He worked for a time at 
Sirius Satellite Radio.

“I love Slippery Rock. It was the 
place that set me up for a lifetime 
of success. I will always be grate-
ful,” he said.

Michael Trego, ’93, recalled 
hosting a sports interview show 
called Champions Corner. He did 
the play-by-play voice for Rock 
football and men’s and women’s 
basketball games.

“It was a great experience,” 
Trego said. “I still have a lot of 
tapes from the games and yes, 
every once in a while I pull one 
out and listen to it. I always had 

1990: 1992:1990: 1992:
 WRCK  
receives a  
construction  
permit for a  
non-commercial, 
educational FM 
license.

WRCK 
changes 
name to 
WRsK.

 U.s. presidential candidate Jerry 
brown is interviewed by student 
Richard Hart,  
host of  
“straight  
to the  
Hart.”

WsRU shuts 
down.

1992

my engineer back at the station record games for me. It was a 
fun time.”

Al Jones, ’96, said he transferred to SRU in 1992 in part 
because he wanted to work for WRSK – “the station that rocks 
The Rock,” he intoned in his best radio voice.

“I started out as everyone did at the time as a trainee doing a 
playlist show,” he said. “Before long I was the station’s traffic direc-
tor, then promotions director, then program director. Eventually, I 
ended up as the general manager during my senior year.”

Mary Beth Ford, ’96, and daughter of Robert Ford, ’61, said 
she was contemplating leaving school her freshman year due to 
homesickness but stayed after Razz and others from the radio sta-
tion invited her to get involved. Ford ended up hosting her own 
radio show Wednesday nights, “Mary Be Good.”

“It was a great experience,” she said. “Razz and I are dear 
friends to this day. It really showed and taught you responsibility. 
You just couldn’t blow your show off. You had to prepare for it.” 

Ford was instrumental in helping to develop the new Bruce W. 
Russell Communication Scholarship, named for the retired com-
munication professor and former dean of the College of Business, 
Information and Social Sciences. It will provide tuition assistance 
to one student a year, with a preference given to students involved 
in television, radio or print journalism. 

“We think Bruce helped us in our life’s work. We credit him 
for helping us find our way in our life’s work,” Ford said. 

Janet Kuhn, ’85, said she worked 
as a DJ, producer, traffic manager 
and program director for WRCK 
and WSRU. The original WSRU 
was owned and operated by the 
University and on the air from 
1983-1992. “It felt like we ate, 
drank and slept radio,” Kuhn said. 
“It was a lot of fun. It was also a lot 
of work for those of us that were 
extremely involved, but it was a 
great experience for going on to a 
career in broadcasting.”

Kuhn, a nurse for Squirrel Hill 

“this one experience teaches 
them a lot about creativity, 
open mindedness, social skills, 
communication skills and so 
forth. this might be the reason 
why the radio station over the 
years has been one of the larg-
est student organizations on 
campus. Plus, it’s fun.”

Deb Cohen,  
professor of modern languages

Liz Herbert Archambault, ‘80, said working at the radio station was a  
great experience.
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1994: 2006:1995: 2012:
torey Verts 
becomes 
the first 
female 
general 
manager of 
WRsK.

Deb Cohen 
becomes 
adviser of 
WRsK.

 WRsK 
changes 
its name 
to WsRU.

 the University 
celebrates 50 
years of radio

Health Center in Pittsburgh, said she was the first working program 
director for WSRU. Under her tenure, the station doubled the 
broadcast day, added new shows and brought in some old-time radio 
programs such as “The Green Hornet” and “The Lone Ranger.”

“Even though I followed a different career path in the end, that 
experience was not wasted at all,” Kuhn said. “My current job 
requires many skills on my part, not all of them clinical nursing 
skills. Because of the programs that we run, we need to promote 
them, and I am often involved in public speaking.” 

educational value remains strong
By celebrating 50 years of radio, alumni are putting the spotlight 

on communication studies and encouraging students to get involved 
in WSRU even if they don’t plan on pursuing radio as a career. Deb 
Cohen, SRU professor of modern languages, who served as adviser 
to the radio station from 1995-2006, said participation supports 
several University outcomes for student learning and development. 
They include critical thinking and problem solving, ethics, civic 
responsibility, global awareness and professional proficiency. 

“Students have ample opportunity to engage in these compe-
tencies while working at the radio station,” she said. “This one 
experience teaches them a lot about creativity, open mindedness, 
social skills, communication skills and so forth. This might be 
the reason why the radio station over the years has been one of 
the largest student organizations on campus. Plus, it’s fun.”

Disc jockeys learn commitment to schedules and self-control, she 
said, because federal law prohibits certain language from being spoken 
on the air. Radio people learn about technology as well, including old 
turntables, cassettes and eight track and MP3 computer playlists. 

“DJs learned to work under less-than-favorable conditions: the 
small size of the broadcast booth, the heat generated by the trans-
mitter that was in the booth – registered at 95 degrees one semes-
ter – the casual and strange system of alphabetization of the CDs 
in the studio library, the lack of storage for personal collections,” 
Cohen said. “And yet, because it was a labor of love, nobody quit 
because of those factors.”

While some have questioned the viability of college radio, 
Flynn expects the medium to survive.

“When I went away to college in 1975, radio was absolutely 

“An education is never wasted. 
the skills you learn in radio will 
help you communicate with 
people your whole life. the paths 
you take and the people you 
meet will be as vast and different 
as your listeners. If you can learn 
to communicate with them, you 
will be successful.”

Thomas Flynn,  
professor of communication

the coolest job on campus,” he said. “It was the first stop I made. 
The thing is, there are still people who love radio and want to 
work in radio, but it’s changed.”

Razz, the professional radioman, said there is much educa-
tional value to station work.

“Get involved because you will learn,” he advised students. “An 
education is never wasted. The skills you learn in radio will help you 
communicate with people your whole life. The paths you take and 
the people you meet will be as vast and different as your listeners. If 
you can learn to communicate with them, you will be successful.

“Learn to adapt, adjust and thrive. That is what the University 
teaches you,” he said.

The microphone used on the air at WSRU.
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Many SRU students have reported seeing and hearing 
ghosts on campus, including in Miller Auditorium (right).

collecting “Emma” stories for more than 30 years and has given 
talks on the subject more than a dozen times.

“I met her and she really frightened me as a boy,” Watson 
recalled. “She normally dressed in black, often wearing a black 
hat and black shawl. Her eyes were deeply set. As she aged, her 
appearance became more frightening to me.”

Miller was around in 1937 when fire destroyed the original 
North Hall. Watson said Miller was on hand when the replace-
ment North Hall was dedicated a year later. 

According to an account in The Rocket student newspaper, 
Miller was “enclosed in windows on the second floor, just over 
the portico. She said, ‘I love this building. I love this place.  
Why, I might never leave,’” Watson said.

Miller died in 1970, and it was just a few years later that 
Watson said students began telling him ghost stories. He recalled 

Ghostly apparitions haunt hallowed halls
Doors slam for no apparent reason…a mysterious mist wafts 
across a residence hall room… paddles fly off walls…a woman 
shrouded in black appears in a closet. 

Spirits
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Sound like a SyFy promo? It’s not. It’s just the recollections of 
numerous Slippery Rock University students as they recall their 
encounters with the ghostly apparitions said to haunt the campus..

It’s a busy time for paranormal investigations and interest in 
SRU ghost stories, including “Emma,” who is thought to be the 
apparition of the late Emma Guffey Miller, an SRU Council 
of Trustee member for whom SRU named Miller Auditorium. 

Paranormal groups have come to campus to inves-
tigate reported hauntings, and the SyFy Channel 
recently broadcast an hour-long television dramatiza-
tion called “Frat House Phantom,” that re-enacted 
an incident at a fraternity. Alpha Sigma Phi brothers 

claim they shared their former fraternity house with the spirit of a 
Native American who was hanged more than a century ago.

“We want to find answers and explore,” said Seth Jarrett, SyFy 
Channel director. “That is what keeps driving us to do these sto-
ries. I liked our witnesses. I found them to be credible. People are 
really genuinely affected by these experiences.”

“I do not believe in ghosts per se. However, I cannot explain 
the well over 100, probably 200 or 300 accounts, of Emily 
Guffey Miller’s ghost in North Hall over more than 30 years,” 
said Robert Watson, a 1970 SRU graduate and retired vice 
president for student life. “All you have to do is be present at 
one of the presentations and look into the eyes of folks as they 
emit true fear and begin to cry, if not sob, to realize that this is 
serious to them.”

If SRU needs the Ghostbusters, it is to exorcise “Emma, 
The Ghost,” from campus. Watson, author of “Slippery Rock 
University The Legend Behind the Name,” said he has been  
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a young woman who lived on the second floor of North Hall 
explaining an “Emma” encounter from the late 1970s.

“She got stone-cold solemn and sober as she communicated the 
story,” Watson said. “She told me she was sitting up in her bed, her 
roommate was in another room studying. It was late in the fall, and 
she had the window open just a crack for a breeze to come in.”

Watson said the student told him a very cold breeze entered 
the room and “Emma” appeared in her closet. The student told 
Watson, “Suddenly my closet door opened very slowly and stand-
ing in the threshold of the closet was a short woman, very 
pale in complexion, with deeply set, dark eyes and 
dressed totally in black from head to toe.”

“I was convinced she thought she saw a real 
apparition, a quote, ‘spirit, ghost,’ or what-
ever you want to call it,” Watson said.

Over the ensuing years, Watson said 
dozens of women shared similar sto-
ries from North Hall, so parallel that 
he began making mental notes of 
the similarities.

“Often she appeared from a 
closet or in a mirror while a woman 
was brushing her hair or putting on 
makeup,” Watson said. “A figment 
or vision of a woman in black would 
appear in the mirror, often times 
there would be hairbrushes that would 
disappear and the clocks would be reset 
to an unusual time.”

Whether they represent an actual glimpse of 
another dimension or not, Watson said the stories 
add to the SRU mystique.

“I have always said that Slippery Rock University is 
indeed a very special and unique place,” Watson said. “I believe 
this is one more example of why we’re different. Students who 
have been involved in this situation, and there are hundreds of 
reports over the last 30 years, you may say anything you want 
about it not existing, but they believe it’s real.”

Medina Nenozzi, a 2007 graduate who lived in North Hall, 
said she encountered “Emma” twice, once after her spirit awoke 
her when she slept through a fire alarm.

“I 100 percent believe it was Emma who woke me and alerted 
me to the fire alarm,” Nenozzi said. “It is said that it is good 

luck if Emma is watching over you. I think this might actually 
be true in my case.”

Nenozzi said her first ghostly encounter occurred her freshman 
year, during finals weeks. She had gone to bed early as she had a 9 
a.m. final the next morning. 

The night turned strange around 2 p.m.
“Apparently someone in the back hall wanted to have a mid-

night snack and decided to make some popcorn, which they 
burned to a crisp, causing the fire alarms to go off,” Nenozzi said. 

“I was asleep while all this was happening. I could not hear 
the fire alarm going off in the hallway which is odd 

considering my dorm room was right by the back 
staircase of North Hall, and there was a fire 

alarm there.”
She suddenly felt very cold.

“I felt a crisp, cold feeling on my 
left side, like a March evening breeze 
on only my left arm,” she said. “I 
paid no mind to it and went to roll 
over. It was then when it was as if 
a hand closed around my left arm, 
not allowing me to roll over. I knew 
no one was in my room because my 
roommates were gone and the door 
was locked from the inside.”
Nenozzi said she began to pull 

against the unseen force when, sud-
denly… “In the pitch black room, I saw 

it – a long white mist, not quite human 
form but not quite shapeless blob, not see 

through but a white light hovering next to my 
bed,” she said.

 After about five minutes of watching the mist, she said she 
saw the tail end of the mist go through the closed bedroom door.

 Her second encounter occurred in Miller Auditorium in the 
fall of 2006 when she purchased a dance concert ticket at the 
box office. She said she saw a young woman in her early 20s and 
asked her if the box office was open.

“She made no response but looked right at me. I looked her 
over and that’s when I realized she didn’t have any feet,” Nenozzi 
said. “I walked toward her to make sure she wasn’t some sort of 
reflection of a poster, or maybe people walking by the open glass 
entrance way. She was not in modern clothes, but in something 
of period clothing, maybe the early 1900s.”

Brian Armour, a physics major from Meadville, said he always 
doubted the validity of ghost stories, including “Emma,” until he 
started hearing noises in Vincent Science Center. 

“Within the past two years, I’ve had plenty of late-night study 
sessions in Vincent Science Center where I have been the only 
one in the building,” he said. “I’ve heard footsteps as well as 
doors opening and closing. Upon exploring hallways, I discov-
ered that there was no way a person was out there because none 
of the motion-sensor lights were turned on.”

Armour said he has felt a presence in the building that was 
hard to dismiss.

“I’ve never actually seen anything while in the building, but 
there have been times when out of nowhere I feel like someone 

“ I felt a crisp, cold feeling on my left 
side, like a March evening breeze on 
only my left arm.”

– Medina Nenozzi, ’07Spirits 
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halted and took one step back to say something, and they were gone. It 
was not possible that in the grand total of two steps, this person packed 
up and left. I searched around, but there was no one.”

Research into paranormal beliefs has reported an increased 
interest in the phenomena in recent years, said Catherine Massey, 
SRU associate professor of psychology. For instance, sociologists 
Christopher Bader and Carson Mencken of Baylor University and 

Joseph Baker of East Tennessee State noted in their new book 
“Paranormal America” that 66 percent of Americans believe in 
some form of the paranormal.

“Interestingly, paranormal beliefs vary by gender, socioeconomic 
status and other demographic factors,” Massey said.

A 2005 Baylor University study reported women are more likely to 
believe in astrology and psychic ability, whereas men are more likely to 
believe in UFOs, she said. The Association for Religious Data Archives 
found that belief in the paranormal tends to decline, as people grow 
older and is lower for people of higher socioeconomic statuses.

“Immigrants to the U.S. tend to believe in the paranormal more 
than U.S.-born people do,” she said. “Also, unmarried and cohabit-
ing couples are more likely to believe in the paranormal than mar-
ried couples.” 

Massey said there are two views concerning the connec-
tion between religion and paranormal beliefs. One 

view holds that believers in the paranormal are 
not followers of mainstream religion. The 

other view contends that people who are 
religious are more likely to believe in the 
paranormal because of their openness to 
transcendental views.

“It is expected that belief in paranormal 
activity will keep increasing,” Massey said. 

“Bader, Mencken and Baker contend that 
75 percent of America will hold paranormal 

beliefs by 2050 due to changing demographics and a 
decrease in religious conservatism.” 

Psychologically, paranormal activity has been scientifically studied 
to test whether claims of psychokinetic and extrasensory perception 
are legitimate, Massey said. 

“These studies have found no scientific evidence to support 
that psychokinetic or extrasensory perception exists,” Massey said. 
“However, research evidence dismissing paranormal activity as 
legitimate has not decreased the interest that people have in this 
phenomena. In fact, eight universities in four countries have either 
added parapsychology departments or faculty to continue studying 
paranormal activity.”

No such courses have been added at SRU, but students will 
clearly be keeping their eyes and ears open as the temperature drops 
and leaves whither on trees. After all, fall is the season for costumes, 
jack-o-lanterns – and ghost stories. 

is in the hall,” he said. “There have been a few times where I 
have just gathered my things and left the building because it was 
uncomfortable to be there. Also, none of this ever happens when 
I’m there with other people.” 

Another ghost story centers on the former Alpha Sigma Phi 
fraternity house on Kiester Road, across the street from Morrow 
Field House. Fraternity members who lived in the house five years 
ago said they shared the third floor with the spirit of a Native 
American who was hanged near the site after a murderous ram-
page more than 100 years ago.

SyFy Channel picked up on the story and featured it as part of 
their summer series on School Spirits.

“We jokingly call the ghost ‘Ted’ and were OK with every-
thing,” said Daniel Hooven, a ’06 graduate who was interviewed 
by SyFy in New York City. “Random sounds and large wooden 
paddles being thrown across the room were standard events.”

Fraternity brothers dubbed the house “Thunderdome.” “Every 
night, something odd would happen in the house,” Hooven said. 
“Things would turn up missing. Our wiring would short circuit, 
and there were audible footsteps on the third floor.”

Hooven said he was the only resident of the third floor, which 
included his room, an old bathroom and large room that brothers 
converted to a Chapter Room. Students hung fraternity paddles 
in the room, which could only lock from the inside or a padlock 
they installed on the outside. 

“Over the next few months, we became used to our paranormal 
roommate and even nicked named him Ted. Apparently that was 
not a name he liked, because things started getting a bit more 
aggressive after that,” Hooven said. “The footsteps turned into 
heavy pacing, doors slammed, paddles were thrown 
off walls. You have to understand these pad-
dles were solid oak and hung on the wall 
with a thick and long nail.”

After Thanksgiving break, fra-
ternity members bought an Ouija 
board and held a board session in 
the chapter room. 

“We addressed Ted and the Ouija 
board spelled out cryptic words: stab, 
kill, god, and then bye. There were 
nine brothers there participating and 
when we asked how many people were in the 
room, it said ‘nine,’” Hooven said.

Later, the group held a ritual out back where they said some 
prayers and burned the Ouija board. “After that, Ted went back to 
normal; the anger was gone,” he said.

Hooven and Adam Kimmell, a 2008 graduate, were so fasci-
nated with their experience they became paranormal investiga-
tors. They travel the country probing stories of spirits for their 
YouTube series called “Resident Undead.”

Saralyn Bates, a 2008 graduate, believes she saw a ghost late at 
night in Bailey Library. She worked in the library covering the 
third-floor computer labs. During finals, the library extended 
hours until 2 a.m. Something odd happened at 1:45 a.m.

“We were told to give a 15-minute warning at 1:45 a.m., and as 
I passed a table, I saw someone – no idea of the gender – studying, 
their books and notes were everywhere,” she said. “I took one step, 

“ It is expected that belief in paranormal 
activity will keep increasing.” 

– Catherine Massey,
SRU associate professor of psychology
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planetarium

Celestial stories stoke 

imagination 
The night sky is arguably one of the greatest shows known to man. Every evening, the star 

constellations, sun and planets are sights to behold, even by the naked eye. 
But ever since ancient humanity mapped the constellations, people have wondered what 

lies beyond the observable heavens. Slippery Rock University’s newly renovated Planetarium 
is helping students and the community discover the answer. 

A new, full-dome movie projection system takes audiences 
on a journey through time and space to view some of the 
most extraordinary images and gives students new educational 
opportunities. Installed with students in mind, the computer-
enhanced digital technology has also enabled the University  
to expand its outreach by inviting local hospital patients and  
science teachers to campus for visual tours of outer space, 
expanding the University’s educator role.

The dome projector is an addition to the star projector unit 
from 1969.

“With the old projector, you are limited to showing the stars 
and what you see in the sky normally,” said Manuel Valera, SRU 
assistant professor of physics. “With the new software and the 
spherical mirror that I installed, you can simulate a flight through 
the galaxy. You can go to the sun and see what’s inside, or you can 
show movies that have to do with the ocean, dinosaurs, human 
DNA and geology. This equipment doesn’t limit the Planetarium 
to just astronomy. In that sense, it makes the Planetarium much 
more versatile. That in and of itself is a plus.”

The educational value of the technology is out of this world, 
said Daniel Arnett, a computer science major from Butler. He 
has been giving planetarium shows and working on the creation 
of full dome movies to offer new displays. Not only is he gaining 
valuable science experience, he is amassing impressive credentials 
for employment or graduate school.

“The new projector allows us to display imagery from the com-
puter,” he said. “However, you can’t exactly pull up a YouTube 

video and hit play. We have to warp images, compose video and 
even design the movies with 3D animation. We have to use 3D 
animation because we are projecting on to a three-dimensional 
curved surface unlike a plane surface in a regular movie theatre or 
your computer monitor.”

Arnett said he developed a passion for space during space 
camp offered at SRU when he was a teenager. As a freshman at 
SRU, he began watching shows about space as a way of winding 
down. Last spring, he took the astronomy class taught by Krishna 
Mukherjee, professor of physics. He said she noticed his interest 
and offered him the opportunity to work in the planetarium. 

“Now that I am working with the planetarium I have the 
opportunity to do more than simply explain the nature of the 
universe; I am able to show it,” he said. “I have completed an 
online workshop funded by Susan Hannam, dean of the College 
of Health Environment and Science, on how to make 3D movies, 
such as the ones that Pixar or Dreamworks might make, but of 
course not on that scale.”

Arnett said he works in a program called “Blender,” which 
allows him to make anything he can imagine, all within a virtual 
3D environment. He has also successfully mapped the dome 
screen, calibrating the projector to display the fish-eye imagery 
that he has on his computer.

Another of his projects involves working with Stellarium, soft-
ware that enables the Planetarium to show stars, planets, moons, 
nebula and galaxies visible from earth.

“We are no longer limited to looking at the stars you can see with 
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planetarium

Celestial stories stoke 

imagination 

the naked eye,” Arnett said. “With Stellarium, we have just devel-
oped the ability to zoom in, to use the imagery from the most power-
ful telescopes on and off the planet and show these images to guests.”

Arnett said he is adding images of “super massive black holes at 
the center of galaxies and incredibly distant quasars. Eventually 
we will be able to incorporate our movies into Stellarium. The sky 
is certainly no limit at the SRU Planetarium.”

Kylie Lebaroff, a marketing major and physics minor from 
Slippery Rock, said she was one of those children who gazed at 
the stars all the time and could locate the Big Dipper and Orion’s 
Belt. Her career dream is to “work with the stars in some way.”

“I have been very interested in space and the universe since the 
age of five,” she said. “This has been and will always be my life’s 
greatest passion. I don’t think I can remember anything I ever 
loved more than to gaze at the stars.”

Growing older, she said she developed an interest in business 
and managed to mold that to fit her dreams. She said SRU’s 
planetarium offers brilliant insight into what makes the universe 
“behave” the way it does.

“The Planetarium is a wonderful educational tool as well as a 
beautiful look into the sky regardless if our own view is blocked 
by clouds, smoke or even sunlight,” she said.

Lebaroff said SRU students are lucky to have a planetarium on 
campus and a physics department that cares about spreading a 
love for astronomy. 

“The Planetarium reminds me that no matter what I want to  
do with my life I can find a way to fit my passions into my reality,” 
she said. 

Tenzing Lama, a computer science major and physics minor 
from Nepal, works in the planetarium and received an SRU grant 
to pursue his interest in astrophotography. 

“I have been taking pictures of the night sky,” he said. “From the 
grant, I bought a simple telescope that can be mounted with a digital 
camera that belongs to the physics department. These pictures can be 
shown in the Planetarium like a slide show for educational purposes.”

He also works with the physics department’s fish eye lens. “This 
is very useful for when you want to create dome movies or plan-
etarium movies,” he said. “Unlike your regular movies, which are 
flat and in a rectangular or square shape, dome movies are warped 
into a dome-shaped screen.”

Lama said he is experimenting with various lenses to create 
images that will help him later design the image sensors on his 
dream robot. He has also been collaborating with Mukherjee to 
help her astronomy class program shows using the planetarium star 
projector machine. 

“This will create shows for a diverse group of audiences starting 
with students but including stroke victims, children and prospective 
students,” he said.

Lama said he is passionate about astrophysics because it helps him 
understand the mechanics of life.

“ The Planetarium reminds 
me that no matter what 
I want to do with my  
life I can find a way to 
fit my passions into my 
reality.” 

– Kylie Lebaroff
marketing major and physics minor
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“ I have the opportunity to do more 
than simply explain the nature of 
the universe; I am able to show it.”– Daniel Arnett,  

computer science major from Butler

“For instance, how you walk, run and almost 
everything in our daily routine are explained by phys-
ics,” he said. “Even in the field of computer science, 
software that is being used in the medical fields, sports 
and video games use some kind of applied physics. 
I want to do a master’s degree program in robotics, 
especially in the field of image sensing. What better 
way to start than to study the light from our mysteri-
ous and fascinating universe.”

Astronomy, the oldest of the natural sciences, offers 
much value as intellectual training, Mukherjee said.

“When you study astronomy, you are also studying 
physics, chemistry, mathematics and geology. All of 
the disciplines of science are in astronomy,” she said. 

“When students are exposed to astronomy they start 
thinking about majoring in the science.”

“Those who go into the Army have to take 
astronomy because in the old days, when looking at 
the stars, people tried to navigate by them,” she said. 
“They tried also to get a sense of time. Nowadays we 
don’t need all this but sometimes if you’re really lost 
and maybe your watch isn’t functioning and you don’t 
have a GPS device, by knowing the constellations, you 
can get a sense of time and a sense of where you are,” 
she added. “Astronomy is very practical.”  

Mukherjee, who teaches astronomy and space sci-
ence, said the University added color-coded lights 
around the circumference of the planetarium as well 
as the full-dome movie projector. The red, blue, 
green and orange lights can be adjusted in intensity, 
adding another dimension to planetarium shows.

Regardless of the color scheme, the planetar-
ium maintains a popular following with students 
and alumni. 

“I’ve had requests from students who want to 
get married in there,” Mukherjee said. “I’ve had 
dance majors who want to do a little dance in 
there. Inside the planetarium you do have a special 
atmosphere.”
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The Lifetime Giving Societies were established in 2005 as a way to recognize 
the University’s most loyal and generous donors. The giving societies provide 
valuable stewardship opportunities and are yet another way to thank many 
alumni and friends who support the University. Private gifts enrich the educa-
tional experience, whether the support is for scholarships, academic programs, 
extracurricular activities or to enhance the campus environment.

We proudly recognize Lifetime Giving Club members* who through 
their consistent giving demonstrate that they recognize the importance of 
philanthropy and that they want to make a difference in the educational 
experience of our students – now and in the future.

* The list includes members as of June 30, 2012.

Lifetime�iving
�ocieties 

($1,000,000+)

($500,000+)
Emerald Club

($100,000+)
Sapphire Club

($50,000+)
Ruby Club

($25,000+)
Aquamarine Club

($10,000+)
Amethyst Club

($5,000+)
Peridot Club

Diamond Club
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Lifetime Giving Club 
members are presented  
with gemstone pins to 

recognize their generosity to 
Slippery Rock University
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($50,000+)
Ruby Club

($1,000,000+)
Diamond Club
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Jerome F. ‘63 and Kathleen (Toohey)  
   ‘63 Bejbl

Jack B. ‘55 and Mary Critchfield

Marilyn Kraus

Paul F. and Carolyn C. Rizza

Anonymous (2)

Dorotha (Elder) Anderson ‘37

Doug and Lori Anderson

Lyle E. and Susan Anderson

Ann Vincent Carney

John W. and Kathryn Conway

Grady W. Cooper

Reno and Margaret (Jozik) ‘70 Cruz

Sheila I. Drohan ‘74

Margaret (Rehm) Headland ‘40

David and Karen (Anderson) Jones

Joseph and Bonnie (Gangone) ‘63 Lukasik 

Howard E. and Norma Meyer

Darrell and Sue (Anderson) Nicklin

G. Warren and Constance K. Smith

Michael D. Steele and Joette L. Miller ‘73

Edward P. and Sophie (Harwood) 
   Vincent ‘72

Robert ‘70 and Karen (McKeag)  
   ‘73 Watson 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry E. Welsch

Thomas W. ‘67 and Alice L. (Staniek)  
   ‘69 Zaucha

Paul and Carolyn Rizza
Paul and Carolyn Rizza, SRU 
professors emeriti of geography, 
geology and the environment and 
sociology, anthropology and social 
work, have helped to make many 
students’ dreams come true through 
their leadership gifts to the Storm 
Harbor Equestrian Center, the Paul 
F. Rizza Scholarship and the Ralph 
E. Greasley Scholarship in memory 
of Carolyn’s grandfather.

Emerald Club

Anonymous (2)

James Farber and Georgia Berner

Anna (Reed) ’46 Campbell 

Michael J. and Jane Scott Cleary

Dorothy (Book ) Conway ’46 

Ruth (Vaughan) Coon ’52

Donna M. DiRenna

Jeanne (Powell) Furrie ’45

Robert W. ’61 and Barbara J. Hannan

Herbert ’35 and Eleanor (Cottrell)  
   ’39 Hartzell 

Darrell J. ’54 and Betty Hess

David and Victoria Knopp

Brenda C. Loube

Robert ’61 and Eileen Marcus

Jessie Padchonga and Marcy Leeds

Albert and Patricia Puntureri

Gary and Anita (Lobach) ’72 Rathburn

Frederick and Marcia D. Richardson

Ruth W. (Dougherty) Roose ’54

Laurice and Janet (Westerwick) ’63 Sargert

William ’65 and Susan (Newell)  
   ’68 Schmitt 

Robert M. and Ramona Smith

Marlin and Susan L. (Hopson) ’77 Smith

Michael and Barbara Springer

Henry and Beverly (Lauffer) ’52 Suhr 

John L. and Carolyn Taggart

Mary E. (Kimmel) Taylor ’43

Richard M. Wukich

($100,000+)
Sapphire Club

($500,000+)
Emerald Club

The Lifetime Giving Report

** list does not include 
deceased or corporate donors.

Ruby Club
Bill Schmitt, ’65,  

and Susan Schmitt, ‘68
Bill and Susan Schmitt help SRU 
recruit outstanding students with 
financial need through the William 
and Susan Schmitt Scholarship for 
incoming freshmen.
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Sheila Drohan ’74
Sheila gives generously to a number 
of health and exercise related proj-
ects at the University, including the 
Sheila I. Drohan Scholarship in exer-
cise science, as well as the Carolyn 
Williams Physical Education 
Scholarship, named in memory of 
her mentor and the late SRU profes-
sor emeritus of physical education, 
Carolyn Williams.

Sapphire Club
Anonymous (3)

Rita E. Abent

Benjamin L. Addison ’87

Robert N. and Nancy Aebersold

Rodney W. and Julianne Agar

James A. and Lynn Beck

Barbara B. Blackstone

Renee M. Boccio ’66

William O. Boggs

David O. ’74 and Kathleen Cashdollar

Edwin ’43 and Mildred (Weed) ’43 Cottrell 

Thomas Getreuer and Donna  
   Couillard Getreuer ’74

Gregory A. and Merle Jan (Moses)  
   ’79 Crawford 

Bernie Glesky and Mary Crawford

Gerald and Mimi Davis

Robert A. and Barbara C. Davis ’65

Richard M. ’75 and Lillian (Marks)  
   ’77 Dunsmore 

Helen R. Ferguson ’48

Marvin Fields

George Force and Cynthia Dillon ’96

Lois (Leddy) Gallagher ’42

John K. ’80 and Lori Gehret

Bret Geishauser ’98

Daniel P. ’78 and Monique Gillen

Charles A. Gottschalk ’90

Donald W. ’64 and Claudia Graham

Terry L. ’71 and Janis Hall

John J. and Lisa (Graham) ’68 Hanrahan 

Louis J. Heitlinger

Tom and Carol (Grolemund) ’86 Holland

James C. and Judith Hughes

Herbert W. Hunt ’67

Robert S. and Elinor R. ’79 Jeffrey

Stanley and Phyllis A. Kendziorski

John E. and Catherine V. Morsink

David C. and Victoria L. Knopp

Norma (Watson) Laughner ’48

William C. ’59 and Sally (Jackson)  
   ’59 Lennox 

Henry and Linda L. ’92 Lenz

Vivas M. Macoskey ’81

Carol J. Matteson ’68

Gary and Sandra (Day) ’69 McKnight

Douglas and Linda McMullen

Stephen Medwid ’62

Wayne ’71 and Catherine Miller

Robert Murray ’71

Glenn and Ramona Nelson

Peter J. ’78 and Judy Oesterling

Louis and Patty Pappan

Michele Phillips

Dennis V. and Rebecca F. Raybuck ’73

William F. Rose

James Rosenwald and Regina Rossi ’87

Pamela (Minoski) Runac ’69

Regis I. Schiebel ’57

Claire R. Schmieler ’76

Charles H. ’74 and Gail Sheetz

H. Charles Shultz ’54

Robert N. and Sherren Smiley

William C. ’70 and Jean A. Sonntag

Gary E. ’76 and Janet (Robertson) ’78 Sphar 

Mack J. and Bonita Steele

James ’80 and Ronda (Romesburg)  
   ’81 Stracka 

James and Kathleen M. Strickland

Cynthia R. Taylor ’78

Vernon Mayer and Rhoda E. Taylor

Robert S. Taylor ’78

Norman and Jane Teague

Friedrich and Ursula Teroerde

Barry K. Thompson ’87

Lionel A. Galway and Susan Tritt ’72

David J. ’95 and Catherine (Reznor)  
   ’92 Webster

Marvin and Nancy (McCracken)  
   ’65 Wilenzik

William and Lee (Hauer) ’91 Williams 

Scott A. ’90 and Janet Wise

Judith L. Zarenko ’71

($25,000+)
Aquamarine Club

Aquamarine Club

Michele Phillips
Michele’s generous gifts to the  
John P. Phillips Memorial 
Scholarship are matched by Exxon 
Mobil Corporation, where Michele 
and her late husband John (SRU 
Class of ’69) enjoyed successful 
careers. John P. Phillips was the 
first to earn a Master of Science in 
Biology from SRU in 1971.
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Anonymous (2)

Mary Lou (Graham) Aufmann ’53

John L. and Rebecca (Gabrys) ’74 Badgett 

Eliott G. and Deborah A. Baker

Cheryl M. Barber ’76

Garry W. Benford ’77

James R. Berens

Elizabeth A. Berkely ’70

Robert and Janine (John) ’82 Berner 

Nicholas Billy ’56

Earl J. ’51 and Shirley A. (Dean) ’51 Birdy

Hazel Boliver

Robert W. and Kathleen G. Boykin

John W. ’54 and Beverly Brown

Robert and Leah M. Brown

Martha D. Brownfield

Glen W. Brunken

Dennis S. Burnham

John ’72 and Beverly (Swallow) ’70 Butch 

Vernice P. Cain

Joseph M. and Lisa D. Cali

Dean V. ’80 and Diane Camp

Victor P. ’82 and Monica (Young)  
   ’83 Campagna

Antonio and Carolyn Capone

Timothy D. Carney

Raymond E. ’73 and Joanne Carothers

Leonard M. Carroll

Wilma J. Cavill ’52

Susan J.(Hetherington) Changnon ’85

Gary V. ’86 and Jennie Charmel

Timothy Chase and Jace Condravy

Jerry G. and Carol M. Chmielewski

Anthony E. ’92 and Melanie Cialella

Rob J. ’97 and Kim (Vardaro) ’96 Coffaro 

Mark J. and Linda Cohen

Cornelius and Joan Cosgrove

Michael W. ’80 and Joyce A. Cully

Quentin P. ’62 and Charlotte E. Currie

Charles T. and Eugenia L. Curry

Joseph J. Diorio

Robert G. and Marilyn DiSpirito

Kyle F. Dresden

Diana Y. Dreyer

Gay K. Dull

Roger A. ’94 and Heather Dunlap

Judith Ehrman

Undine Ehrman

William M. Elliott

Reba Erickson ’58

David and Lynne (Gorse) ’78 Ernes

Murry E. Everson

James A. and Wealtha (Adamosky)  
   ’57 Flick

Carol Forrester-Staz

Barry and Pamela (Seibel) ’79 Frigot

Vincent Furtkevic ’73

David L. ’56 and LaVonne Geesey

George M. and Roberta Geissel

David and Monica Gordley

Anne M. Griffiths

Harold R. ’54 and Mary C. Grove

Dave and Lori (Way) ’91 Gulati

Susan E. Hannam

David K. and Karen Harper

Howard M. ’52 and Jeanne C. Harper

James S. ’71 and Andrea Hawkins

Francene E. Haymon

Kurt R. ’76 and Annette Heinz

Francis J. Hensler

Jay and Pamela Hertzog

John ’62 and Judith (Keith) ’62 Hicks 

Patricia A. Hladio

Frank M. and Ruth F. ’79 Hoffman 

Eric L. Holmes ’93

Richard F. and Billie Hunkler

Ronald J. ’73 and Karen Hunt

Larry ’67 and Shelia (Toohey) ’67 Jarres 

Janeen Buzash Kastner

Rose S. Kaufman ’69

Patricia (Stacy) Keating ’61

Kathleen and David Cross

($10,000+)
Amethyst ClubAmethyst Club

Becky Pendergast, ’88, 
and Pat Pendergast  

Becky and Pat Pendergast believe 
in the importance of making 
unrestricted gifts to Slippery 
Rock University, providing the 
University with the flexibility to 
enrich the areas with the greatest 
need and impact.
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Donald ’56 and Dianna (McCandless)  
   ’73 Kelly 

Samuel M. ’79 and Karen Kiefer

Melvin L. ’49 and Jean Klein

Kevin R. and Alicia (Stackhouse) ’86 Kopp 

Russell and Rebecca ’90 Laubach

Lee and Linda Ligo

Adaline M. Liken

James W. and Sue Liken

William F. Lindgren

John and Kathleen A. Love

William J. ’72 and Jana S. Love

Robert A. ’49 and Donna ’60 Lowry

Paul A. Lueken

Ronald L. Manchester ’53

Frank V. and Carol Mastrianna

William and Maureen Matesich

Robert and Jodi McCafferty

Joseph A. McCandless

Allen W. and Melissa McClymonds

Jannet (Mayer) McCollum ’52

Mark A. ’78 and Lisa McCommon

George F. ’82 and Zoe (Frelick) ’86  
   McDowell 

Janie M. McFarland

Carl T. McGary ’83 and Maureen Lowe

Joanne L. McKeag ’55

William J. and Dacia Charlesworth

Richard D. McKissock

Grant C. and Aimee McKnight

Thomas M. McPherson

Zane R. M. Meixner ’49

James and Mary H. Meyer

George J. ’74 and Laura L. (Lanich)  
   ’76 Mihalik 

Joseph D. Monteleone

Patricia A. Monteson ’67

Bonnie J. Moreno

James ’82 and Barbara (Rhattigan)  
   ’83 Morris

Carol L. Moss ’86

James C. and Betty Myford ’77

Raymond Newman ’78 and Patricia Scott

John Nichols and Alison M. McNeal

Paul Nolan

Harry A. ’85 and Nancy Landon Norton

Patrick ’65 and Cecilia O’Hare

Paula Olivero

Alice O’Toole

Marino and Leona C. Parascenzo

Daniel Parr ’75 and Susan Scott

Joyce L. Patterson ’76

Patrick and Rebecca ’88 Pendergast

Thomas ’02 and Karen (Taylor) ’79 Perry

Charles O. ’63 and Joyce T. Peterson

Gregory T. Policano ’82

Richard A.’83 and Carla Kelch Porter

Garry and Jacque Quast

Louis and Virginia Razzano

Mark A. ’84 and Marcie (Seeger)  
   ’85 Reinhard

John C. Rezk

Charles D. and Ann L. Rice

Robert and Jan K. Richardson

Jacob J. Right ’04

Drew Robison ’87

Fred B. Roby ’53 

Duane Rose

Gary and Marjorie Rose

Rich ’55 and Clarice R. Rose

L. Michael ’77 and Donna (Barkhymer)  
   ’76 Ross 

Bruce and Doris Rossiter

Bruce ’72 and Sue E. (Dickert) ’93 Russell 

Randall L. C. ’66 and Barbara Russell

David A. Sabolcik ’98

Ruth Sacco

Charles S. ’86 and Elisa T. Sanders

Michael P. ’89 and Maureen Saraka

Duncan M. and Bonnie J. Sargent

Mary Scarnati

Michael Schmittlein

Steven and Cheryl (Roppa) ’79  
   Schwarzwaelder

Kenneth ’85 and Bridget Scordo

Amethyst Club

Michael W. ‘80  
and Joyce A. Cully

Mike & Joyce provide financial 
assistance to students within the 
School of Business via The Cully 
Family Scholarship.



28      The ROCK      Fall 2012       www.SRU.edu      29 

The Lifetime Giving Report

28      The ROCK      Fall 2012

John P. and Marguerite Scullin

Arthur M. ’82 and Debbie Scully

Clara C. Settlemire

Don and Pearl A. ’91 Shaffer

Michael H. Sharp ’83

William and Gayle Shiner

Mark Shotwell

Alicia A. Slade

Richard and Barbara A. Snyder

Sung Won Sohn

Harry D. ’51 and Patricia A. Spataro

Constantine N. and Maria Stroumbakis

Elaine M. Sullivan ’74

Andrzej and Barbara Szymanski

William K. and Shaaron E. Thomas

Timothy ’73 and Hallie Trautman

Nick P. Trombetta ’76

Ed Tursic ’62

Willis Ratzlaff and Genevieve M. Tvrdik

Jon and Naomi (Neilson) ’70 Vichich

Frederick W. ’80 and Kathleen Vincent

Roger and Patricia S. Vincent

Hubert C. ’54 and Janet Voltz

Barbara Walwik

Jeffrey W. Wangler ’81

Trinda N. Weaver ’73

Virginia Wellman

Harold ’60 and Betty A. (Heny) ’61  
   Wingard 

Donna Winner

Mark and Amanda A. Yale

Patricia A. Zimmerman

Charles A. and Charlotte Zuzak

Samuel ’78 and Patricia Zyroll

Anonymous (4)

Bruce L. Adams ’43

Cynthia M. (Croll) Allen ’84

Richard Lee Allen ’83

William G. ’90 and Nancy Allenbaugh

Henry J. Anna

Robert and Pamela Arnhold

Joy A. (Winterhalt) Asperger ’86

Michael ’76 and Maria (DeMarino)  
   ’76 Bachuchin 

John and Gretchen (Kunst) ’78 Barbor

Richard D. Barclay ’46

Paul J. ’81 and Mary Lynn Baroffio

Barbara Beahm

William T. ’56 and Audrey Beatty

Timothy ’76 and Darlene Beck

Raymond W. ’63 and Mary Lou (Suveges) 
   ’63 Bitar

Kenneth B. and Zarah Blair

John J. and Deborah Boczar

Bruce ’73 and Tracy (Massack) ’79  
   Boliver 

John S. and Rita Bonando

Robert S. ’71 and Betty Jean (Boyer)  
   ’74 Borello

Craig ’85 and Holly Bouslough

Richard J. ’79 and Esther Bowman

Andrew Sekel and Diane E. Breidenstein  
   ’81 

Bernice G. Brown

Robert A. and Patricia Brown

Chris W. Brussalis

Edward and Christine (Bolton) ’93 Bucha

Robert E. and Patricia K. ’89 Buck

Herbert F. and Jane C. Burger

David L. ’76 and Veronica A. Burnette

John L. and Susann Burtch

Herbert F. and Sherry A. Carlson

Oliver F. and Geraldine Cashdollar

Shane and Nikki Chaffin

($5,000+)
Peridot ClubPeridot Club

Madelin Clements, ’56
Madelin Clements credits  
Slippery Rock University for  
providing her with an excellent 
foundation as a teacher and  
gives back through the Madelin 
Booth Clements Elementary 
Education Scholarship.
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Peridot ClubCharles K. ’72 and Lynn Ann Clark

Madelin (Booth) Clements ’56

Jean Clinger

Kenneth L. ’86 and Maureen Collett

Mark S. and Gloria Combine

Thomas J. and Robin Como

Kathlene Contres ’77

Rudolph ’56 and Marjorie A. 
   (Henderson) ’51 Corona

Joseph A. ’68 and Cheryl Costello

Lauren Fraser ’76 and Rebecca Coughlin 
   ’79

Stephen C. ’80 and Susan Coulon

Dennis P. Cousins ’69

John R. ’67 and Julie Cowmeadow

Louise A. (Shearer) Crawford ’54

J. Robert and Teresa M. Crayne

Scott and Nancy (Fleming) ’05  
   Cruikshank

Christopher F. Cuff ’82 and Rosana  
   Schafer

John ’83 and Elise Dahlstrand

Margaret DeMucci ’57

David N. ’74 and DeLysa Descutner

Michael E. and Barbara Detlefsen

Rose (Spataro) Dillner ’57

Feliciata L. DiPasquale ’55

Paul A. ’62 and Jane Douds

Henry ’71 and Susan (Drexler) ’70  
   Duckstein

Margaret J. Dunsmore ’77

Stanley J. ’72 and Arlene (Kane) ’71  
   Dziedzic 

Sarah Ecker

Louise Ekas

Barbara A. Ender

Michael and Elaine (Bobletz) ’90 Enfonde

Elizabeth C. Farr

Robert E. Fidoten

Raymond R. Flickner ’56

Jeffrey Y. and Kimberly Y. Z. Forrest

Eric J. and Mary Lou Fowler

Troy and Susan Fowler

Anthony T. ’88 and Jeanine Francis

William E. Frank ’65

Robert E. ’69 and Judith (Miron)  
   ’69 Frederick 

Bernard D. and Akiko Kotani

Barbara Frohne

Ettore A. ’69 and Mildred Gagliardo

Beverly M. Gocal

Gary C. and Elise M. Grabner

Dennis ’84 and Sandra (Hilgar) ’73 
   Grosky

Guy V. Guadagnino ’70

Lisa Guard

Fran and Delphine O. Hamilton

Barry R. and Deborah S. Hammond

Kenneth R. ’63 and Judith M. Hanby

Jessie (Becker) Hanson ’46

Alden W. and Carla M. Hart

Glenn A. ’79 and Patricia Hart

Stephen L. Hawk

Georgia A. Heid

Margery L. Himes

Rose Marie Hindman

Robert W. Hinds and Susan Ferrandiz ’05

Janet M. Hollack ’67

Steven and Margaret Hopp

Craig B. Jewett ’93

Paul G. Johnson ’66

Sharadchandra W. and Asha Joshi

Richard D. ’80 and Kathy Julian

Harry E. Karsten

James ’73 and Christine Kell

William and Ann H. Kemmerer

Philip J. Kennedy

Alexander H. Koontz ’73

John Koontz

Joseph L. Kopnisky

John R. ’57 and Constance S. Kotula

Michael ’65 and Mary Kukic

Leonard Labuda

David and Lisa LaMolinare

Keith ’77 and Monique Lawton

Chris Cuff ’82  
and Rosana Schafer

Chris and Rosana, both faculty 
within WVU’s School of Medicine, 
support SRU’s strong biological 
sciences programs through annual 
gifts to the Department of Biology. 
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Karen (Hoffman) Legato ’99

Genevieve Lescsak ’43

James and Denise (Halpern) ’72  
   Lieberman

Mariah Liggett ’80

Anthony C. Linnan

Michael ’79 and Nancy (Marsh) ’80  
   Lintelman

Susan C. ’74 and James E. Lipnickey

Joseph A. ’72 and Molly Lynn (O’Neil)  
   ’74 Lisciandro 

Marilyn Lueken

Mark Mann and Ruth Purcell

Richard J. ’75 and Kathleen A. Manning

David J. ’80 and Tina Marki

Craig D. ’80 and Zermeena Marshall

Richard T. and Amy L. (Ward) ’89 Martin

Dennis ’77 and Jane E. Mason

Susanne (Lyons) Maxey ’57

Scott McCaskey ’08

Regina M. McDonald ’73

Mary Agnes McKay

Bruce ’86 and Ellen McKim

John and Sharon A. (Weidl) ’73 McKnight

Donald F. and Julie Megnin

Paul E. ’60 and Marguerite (Lehett)  
   ’59 Mershimer

Meg Michaels

Donald  and Dorothy (Borst) ’70 Miller

Paul L. ’71 and Rebecca S. Mills

Thomas A. ’75 and Barbara Mohr

Frank N. Monteleone

Patrick R. ’61 and Virginia Mooney

John I. and Mary Moore

Mario E. ’84 and Seeme (Baqai) ’85  
   Moreira

Elliott P. and Barbara Moriarty

Daniel ’77 and Sylvia Morra

John D. ’84 and Lynne M. Motyl

Janet S. Myers

Roger L. and Mary Oberlin

Alan B. and Patti Offstein

Jerome F. and Teresa O’Malley

Monica F. Ondrusko

Jean Pagano

Brian J. and Karyn R. Pardee

Kiel-Soon ’75 and Chong-One Park

Penelope A. Paschka ’77

Rachela Permenter

John K. and Mary Peterson

Orvan B. Peterson and Joan B. Titus  
   Chew ’51

Raymond and Gwendolyn (Kochanowski) 
    ’68 Phillips

Dean ’89 and Monica Piccirillo

Ruth Podbielski ’49

Carolyn V. Prorok ’78

Bruno A. ’61 and Agatha M. Raso

Thomas and Melinda M. Ristvey

Donald L. and Janet R. Roberts

Denney and Karen (Pifer) ’69 Rogers

Walter E. Rohwedder

Larry R. and Ann Marie Rotge

Gail Sabanosh ’76

Ralph and Diane Reese

Daniel and Carolyn Santone

Richard and Mildred (Kratz) ’68 Sass

Dennis and Joyce A. (Fleming) ’72  
   Sawford

Steven L. Saylor ’05

Marc E. and Denise M. Schmittlein

Erica L. Scott

Richard L. ’62 and Cathy Shearer

Charles H. Shultz

Sue A. Shuttleworth

Jeffery C. ’74 and Mary Siemianowski

William R. and Claudia Sigmund

Donald ’74 and Linda (Dominick)  
   ’74 Simpson 

Ruth A. (Braun) Sipes ’41

David Skeele and Nora Ambrosio

Patrick D. Slagle ’80 and Patricia  
   A. Pierce ’86

Sheryl Smith ’74

John F. and Deborah Snyder

Peggy Jo Staab ’76

Terry S. and Stacey G. Steele

Michael E. Stephens

Joan (Foss) Stevens ’44

Roy T. and Virginia Stewart

Samantha Swift

Ernest M. Tassart

Charles and Natalya Tichy

William N. ’82 and Jannet Tolia

Caryn S. Trapp

Michael ’70 and Karyl Vislay

Nancy V. Walker

Frances H. Walsh

Joseph D. ’68 and Diana J. Walters

Philip J. ’67 and Jean S. Wanchick

Ronald ’62 and Patricia (Williams)  
   ’62 Wasilak 

Scott D. ’87 and Shelly Lynne  
   (McConnell) ’87 Weber

Juli A. West (Saar) ’04

Marie Wheaton ’47

Stephen T. ’82 and Karen A.  
   (Krepinevich) ’81 Wicke

Kenneth L. ’89 and Iris Wilcox

Jane E. Wiley

Eugene J. and Joanne Wilhelm

Katherine Willoughby

Richard and Carol L. (Anderson)  
   ’61 Woodward

Thomas Yaksick ’76

James V. ’83 and Georgia Yeamans

Robert Q. ’74 and Janet Yeckley

Duane and Diane Yothers

Mark T. ’80 and Rosie Young

Donald and Jennifer Zapien
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Gone are the stacks of old, dusty books, heavy oak 
desks and cranky librarians spewing stern looks and 
an unending string of “Shhhes.” 

University libraries – especially Bailey Library on the campus of 
Slippery Rock University – are fast-becoming information centers 
for the 21st century, with all the newest and best technology to 
enable patrons to touch the world through knowledge.

Remember the card catalogs where wandering hands “walked” 
through the seemingly endless resources in the library? Those are 
gone, too, replaced by an online computerized catalog that gives 
the gift of knowledge in a matter of seconds. 

Even the way the library is modeled has changed. No longer are 
studious intellectuals relegated to quiet, dark corners, bent over books. 
Today, the library is designed to be a welcoming space for groups of 
students to work together on projects or research, gathered around a 
common computer monitor, warmly engaged in conversation.

Libraries are no longer just libraries. Perhaps no one knows that 
better than Bailey Library Director Philip Tramdack, who’s been 
working in libraries for more than four decades.

Since joining SRU in 2002, Tramdack said he has seen vast 
changes. He said Bailey is taking a new path to serving its users, a 
sort of “bottom-up” approach that allows students to communi-
cate their needs rather than the library advertising what it offers.

One example of that vision is Bailey Library’s newest addi-
tion – the Technological Learning Center, or TLC. The TLC 
will provide space and student helpers to guide users through the 
process of learning about new software and equipment that will 
literally make learning come alive. 

These students include computer science majors Jake 
Weidman of Pittsburgh and Vanere Maynard of Lock Haven, 
and emerging technologies major Emily Schubert of Allison 
Park, who spent the summer getting the center up and running. 
These students, and about eight others like them, are the face of 
the TLC and those with the knowledge to help their fellow stu-
dents get the most out of the library’s offerings and the technol-
ogy available to them. 

The concept of the TLC was born last year when Bailey librar-
ians reported that students were coming to them with technology 

ABOUT FACE:ABOUT FACE:
Bailey Library redefines  

its learning role
By Amy Clingensmith Mongiovi, ’08 



32      The ROCK      Fall 2012       www.SRU.edu      33 

questions they couldn’t answer and there was nowhere to send 
them for help. 

In stepped Rita McClelland, who manages some of the day-
to-day operations of the library as an SRU library technician. 
Recognizing the void, McClelland and Tramdack launched a 
small TLC program. Housed in an auxiliary room at the library, 
students worked in shifts to be available to those looking for tech-
nology help. The TLC offered the use of Dell and Mac laptops, 
desktop computers, scanners (including one for books), a flat 
screen TV, a SMART Board and the popular, industry-leading 
Adobe Creative Suite design software.

The TLC workers began by consulting with students that 
needed some sort of technology help within the library, whether 
it was learning a new program or designing a web page. At the 
start of the academic year in August 2011, the student workers 
provided 14 consultations during the month. By April 2012, that 
number had grown to 285 consultations in a 30-day period. 

An unmet need was now being met. 
Last spring, the leaders of Bailey 

Library realized the TLC compo-
nent was necessary and, in fact, 

bursting at the seams. An 
advisory board – includ-

ing students – met to 
discuss the future of the 

TLC and a deci-
sion was made to 
expand the space 

and offering. This 
semester, the micro-

film section of the library 
will be moved to 

the basement, freeing up prime space on 
the main floor of the library for even more 
of the TLC’s services. 

The first phase of the $50,000 expansion 
includes adding a classroom space for 30, 
as well as a second SMART Board and flat screen TV, plus much 
more space for small groups to work. McClelland said the new 
expansion will allow students to not only find content for their 
papers and projects, but package that content as well. And, she 
added, the library also offers help between the start and finish of a 
project, such as tutoring and writing labs. The TLC is open every 
hour that Bailey Library is open – 88 hours per week.

Weidman, one of the TLC student workers, said he was 
recently able to help a student team of geologists create a poster 
for a class assignment that advertised their department. Like 
Weidman, Maynard, his co-worker, was able to assist a group of 
students in a web design course. The team was basically lost and 
didn’t know how to start the web page assignment, but Maynard 
was able to guide them through it to success, demonstrating the 
process instead of designing the site for them.

So why is the library offering technology guidance? Tramdack said 
that’s a perfect example of the changing face of libraries. University 
libraries are becoming interactive and proactive rather than static and 
reactive, mobile instead of stationary, relevant over traditional, and 
focused on production rather than merely consumption. 

“This concept is starting in the University library,” Tramdack 
said, “but it will become a trend elsewhere on campuses as well.”

The new focus of the library was largely guided by the new way 
that the world communicates, especially how students communi-
cate and interact with each other. 

“There is instantaneous communication with students,” 
Tramdack said. “Facebook and Twitter have changed the way we 

University libraries are 
becoming interactive and 
proactive rather than 
static and reactive, mobile 
instead of stationary, 
relevant over traditional, 
and focused on produc-
tion rather than merely 
consumption. 
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Print titles ........................................................... 540,440
Electronic books .... 191,688 (35,000 just three years ago)
Print periodicals ......................................................... 343
Free periodicals ....................................................... 8,856
Maps  ......................................................................... 372
Audio CDs ............................................................... 2,266
Film and video DVDs ............................................... 4,983
Library staff ................................................................. 20
Library student workers .............................................. 100
Hours open per week ................................................... 88
Database searches ........................................... 2,472,004
Web site visits ..................................................... 130,270
Online catalog visits .............................................. 27,106

communicate with each other, and with that change in communica-
tion, faculty are discovering there are lots of different ways for stu-
dents to learn, outside of them standing in front of a class talking.”

“The new library resources can help professors, too,” Tramdack 
said. “Not only can they learn about the computer programs their 
students are using, but instructors can also gain the knowledge 
necessary to assign projects that will make their students more 
marketable in the workplace.”

One who would appreciate all the new knowledge the library 
now offers is SRU’s own Matilda Bailey. Bailey Library is named 
for the English professor who taught at SRU from 1935 to 
1941, and again in 1957-58; Matilda Bailey returned as a visit-
ing professor in the early 1960s. 

Much has changed since Bailey’s days on campus, and communi-
cation itself has changed vastly since 1972, when Bailey Library was 
built. News is being shared via Twitter, and families are reconnect-
ing through Facebook. A Google search may be the starting point 
for research and Wikipedia may be the ending point – a practice 
Tramdack and McClelland desperately want to change, encouraging 
students to find credible, peer-reviews sources through the library. 

But all this change in communication and technology is not 
to say that books won’t have a place in the library of the future. 
Tramdack does admit, however, that $250,000 was spent on book 
collections for Bailey Library in 2006, while just $90,000 went 
toward acquiring books five years later in 2011. Even if the physi-
cal presence of books at Bailey isn’t growing as fast as perhaps it 
once was, Tramdack said, Bailey Library can offer students mil-
lions more resources outside of what’s actually on the shelves.

 Alumni, even those from before the technology revolution, 
remember Bailey as their favorite study spot. Robert Graves, a 
1992 secondary education graduate, said he often went to Bailey 

to escape 
the pranks 
and loud 
noise in 
Patterson 
Hall, an 
all-men resi-
dence hall 
at the time.

 “On several occasions the guys on 3A would slam their doors 
in succession all the way down the hall,” he said. “It would sound 
like a very loud, rolling thunder and the whole building appeared 
to shake, I would make my way down the hill and up to the third 
floor of Bailey.”

Andy Ong, a 1994 graduate from Malaysia, said his favorite 
Bailey spot was the study desks by the windows. He said he liked 
to browse the books and spent a lot of time reading or writing 
papers for a philosophy class. He also relaxed at Bailey.

“When my eyes were tired, I could look outside the window 
and day dream,” he said. 

Justin Lamberto, a 2010 criminology graduate, remembers 
studying for finals when friends delivered an impromptu birthday 
greeting at midnight. 

“While we were there studying, some of my close friends 
decided to come to the library and surprise me by singing happy 
birthday,” he said. “They came in at 11:59 p.m. and started sing-
ing, which caught me by surprise, and since there were so many 

BAILEy by the numbers

people at the library, they decided to join in with the festivities 
and sing along with them. I was shocked that so many people 
joined in, but I found it rather amusing that all these strangers 
would join in. For the next half hour I had people coming up 
and wishing me a happy birthday, which made studying a lot 
easier the rest of the night. That just goes to show how all the 
students at SRU join in as a family and support each other.” 

Students aren’t the only ones who benefit from the reenergized 
focus of Bailey. The Slippery Rock community can also take 
advantage of all Bailey Library has to offer. Those who live in 
the 16057 Zip code can obtain SRU library access free of charge, 
as can teachers and school administrators from local school dis-
tricts. Slippery Rock alumni who live in Pennsylvania can also 
access the library’s resources by contacting the library at askali-
brarian@sru.edu. 

It would be easy for Tramdack to get caught up in budgets, 
staffing and building the best book collections at Bailey Library. 
But he sees a greater vision for his beloved bookshelves: “To con-
tinue to create an organization that has an energy created by the 
students coming through the doors, from what we learn during 
student consultations, and from the staff who are engaged with 
students every day.”

In fact, the answer to Tramdack is a complete reversal of a 
library’s original persona. 

“Rather than telling our customers what kind of library we are, 
we are asking them what they want the library to be.”
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it would be easy to assume the archi-
vist job is all about ensuring that fad-
ing documents beneath thick glass are 

protected from the elements. Preservation 
is important, but the student and profes-
sional archivists in Bailey Library have a 
bigger agenda. They are the keepers and 
disseminators of the treasures; the guard-
ians of the living soul of the University.

In 100 years, researchers will be able to 
understand the SRU of 2012 because of 
their work.

Archivists decide what information and 
manuscripts must be preserved, made public 
and how best to make materials accessible. 
SRU’s large cache of documents, photo-
graphs, reports, manuscripts and papers 
spanning more than 100 years – including 
a book many would consider taboo – docu-
ment the official history of the University.

Thousands of relics, many of histori-
cal significance, are housed on the third 
floor of the library and in off-campus 
storage that is climate controlled. The 
institutional scrapbook provides an awe-
inspiring intimacy with times gone by.

“It’s the hands-on experience that is so 
exciting,” said Kristina Phipps, a history 
and English major who joined the office 
two years ago. “The average person doesn’t 
normally have the opportunity to associ-
ate closely with historical and significant 
objects. With each new project, there is a 
new thrill of the possibility of discovering 
something unseen by anyone before.”

By categorizing the materials, Phipps plays 
a role in making them available for others to 
use. Without the archives and archivists, the 
collection would be wasted, she said. 

“We are like the gatekeepers to the 
University’s past. It is thrilling to be 
involved in a small way,” she said.

Judy Silva, assistant professor of library, and 
Kevin McLatchy, library technician, head the 

department of archives and special collections, 
which holds the valuable records of the institu-
tion as well as those of individuals, families and 
organizations affiliated with SRU. 

“Archives serves as the institutional memory 
of Slippery Rock University and plays an inte-
gral role in records management,” Silva said. 
“Our objective is to identify, acquire and main-
tain materials of enduring value that chronicle 
the development of the University and docu-
ment its functions and activities over time.”

Collecting priorities include:
•  Administration minutes and other papers 

of the SRU Council of Trustees; records 
relating to infrastructure and building 
construction; budgets and fiscal reports; 
University policies and biographical infor-
mation, including oral histories.

•  Faculty and staff files; records pertaining 
to governance, collective bargaining and 
committee work; curriculum development 
and academic department records.

•  Student thesis and dissertations; records of 
student organizations; University, student 
and alumni publications, scrapbooks and 
memorabilia.

UniversityArchives
houses vast treasure chest

”“Archives serves as the institu-
tional memory of Slippery Rock 
University and plays an integral 
role in records management…

– Judy Silva,  
assistant professor of library
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Silva said the collection takes many 
forms, including published and unpub-
lished materials, manuscripts, photographs, 
photo negatives, slides, printed and elec-
tronic records, microfilm, audio-visual 
recordings and architectural drawings. 

“Our most important users are the stu-
dents of Slippery Rock University, but we 
also support the administration and faculty. 
Beyond that, if the general public has ques-
tions – grandpa went to school here and you 
want a picture – we do a lot of that too,” 
Silva said. “From a local historical perspec-
tive, we do a lot of genealogy work.”

“We like to think of ourselves particu-
larly as preservationists,” said McLatchy.

Professors take advantage of archives 
for teachable moments. Three English 
faculty members recently took their 
classes to the archives to read original 
source materials that included old let-
ters; honors geography students com-
pleted a project based on local records 
through the decades, and history stu-
dents have been conducting research 
about SRU students who served during 
World War II.

Archives and special collections’ hold-
ings include items hundreds of years old 
and the contemporary. One of the old-
est pieces, a book of poetry by English 
author Katherine Philips, dates to 1669. 

One book – the rarest in the collection 
– is sheathed in acid-free paper and has 
been featured in Polish and German jour-
nals and The Rocket student newspaper 
even though it is only 40 years old and 
written in Spanish. “El Largo Viaje” (The 
Long Journey) attracts attention because 
the book is bound in human skin. 

“This is probably our most unique and 
controversial item in the library,” said Silva. 
“We’ve decided as a faculty to offer it to a 
more appropriate collection. Meanwhile, 
people keep asking me about it. People 
can come and look at it. It has been docu-
mented to be human skin,” she said.

A new cache includes the late Madame 
Nein Cheng’s personal library of more 
than 1,200 books. Cheng, a friend of Lou 
Razzano, SRU associate provost emeri-
tus, was a Chinese political prisoner and 
author of the acclaimed memoir “Life 
and Death in Shanghai.”

Chang, who died in 2009, bequeathed 
the entire corpus of her intellectual life to 
SRU, including the original manuscript of 
her book, personal papers, correspondence 

and journals. The works provide insight 
into China’s “closed” history and will be of 
interest to researchers for years, Silva said.

The archives, on the third floor of 
Bailey, also provide educational employ-
ment opportunities. Phipps, a history 
and English major from Slippery Rock, 
joined the office in 2010. She assists in the 
preservation and organization of materials 
coming into archives, which includes tran-
scribing oral histories and the migration of 
materials to new formats. 

“Working in archives is particularly 
interesting to me because of what the pres-

ervation means,” she said. “For centuries, 
much of the past has been lost to us because 
records were not kept and important items 
were not preserved. I like to play a part in 
making sure that nothing – or very little – is 
lost from the current period in history.”

Phipps said she majored in history to 
immerse herself in the past and learn from 
great thinkers and achievers from hundreds 
or even thousands of years ago.

“To have that kind of influence even 
today is one of the more remarkable traits 
of historical people,” she said.

Phipps’ experience is providing career 
preparation. She aspires to become a 
museum curator and plans to pursue a 
master’s degree in museum studies. 

“My position at the Bailey Library 
archives is giving me the real-world experi-
ence that I will need one day to succeed in 
my chosen profession,” she said. 

El Largo Viaje, by Tere Medina and 
published in 1972, is a book of erotic 
Spanish poetry. According to a write 
up affixed to the book, the Aguadilla 
tribe of the Mayaguez Plateau region 

preserves the torso layer of deceased tribal 
members. While most of the leather is put 
to utilitarian use, some finds its way into 
commercial trade markets.

Silva said she did some research and 
determined that Bailey’s edition was 
the only one bound in human skin. She 
said the library does not know how SRU 
acquired the book or how much it origi-
nally cost. The book is kept in an acid-free 
box alongside other rare books, demon-
strating the depth of SRU archives.

“We have a gold mine of scholarly 
resources here,” Silva said.

      www.SRU.edu      35 
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Accreditation affirms that an academic program meets 
national standards of excellence, adds prestige and provides 
assurance to students they enrolled in a top program. Slippery 
Rock University’s School of Business recently met all the 
required standards to receive a 10-year accreditation from the 
Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs.

“This is truly an accomplishment for the entire University. Our 
report was flawless. Our faculty are to be commended for their hard 
work in meeting ACBSP’s high standards,” said Kurt Schimmel, 
dean of the College of Business, Information and Social Sciences 
that includes the School of Business. “This accreditation was more 
than two years in the making and is a testament to the hard work 
shown by our faculty in compiling the information and then prepar-
ing the required self-study report. This is a very important accredi-

tation and was certainly 
hard earned.”

Steve Parscale, director 
of ACBSP accredita-
tion, sent SRU a letter 
saying it is rare for an 
institution to receive an 
accreditation without 
conditions or notes call-
ing for program changes. 
“Congratulations on 

maintaining a high-quality business program,” he wrote. 
“We are extremely pleased and honored to be presented this pres-

tigious accreditation, particularly because our School of Business 
faculty, including David Culp, professor and chair of the school, 
have worked so hard to see that our business programs are meeting 
and setting standards for business majors,” said Charles Curry, 
vice president for finance and administrative affairs. 

“Our faculty certainly understand the importance of accredi-
tation, and while our students may not fully understand the 
accreditation process, they know it is important to graduate 
from an accredited program particularly when it comes 
time for employment,” Culp said. “Everyone can say they 
are part of an outstanding program, but the proof is in an 
accreditation where outsiders have looked at and reviewed the pro-
gram to see that it is meeting nationally recognized standards.” 

“Our self-study report was so impressive the mentor assigned 
by ACBSP to help us has asked to share our report with his own 
faculty as part of their accreditation process,” Culp said.

Both Schimmel and Culp noted that SRU faculty have won 
the ACBSP Teaching Excellence Award two years in a row. Diane 
Galbraith, assistant professor in Slippery Rock University’s School 
of Business, received the 2012 award, and Theresa Wajda, associ-
ate professor in SRU’s School of Business, won the award in 2011. 

The ACBSP is an accreditation association for business educa-
tion that supports and rewards teaching excellence. 

School of Business earns 10-year accreditation

College of 

Business, information  
and Social Sciences
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College of 

education

Always a leader in teacher education, Slippery Rock University 
has launched an autism endorsement certification program to 
give graduate education majors the opportunity to learn more 
about the autism spectrum field. 

The specialization area within the College of Education’s spe-
cial education department will contribute to the understanding 
and treatment of autism, a brain development disorder charac-
terized by impaired social interaction and communication. 

“We saw a huge need to educate teacher educators in 
the area of autism, and we saw the number of children 
being diagnosed with various forms of autism is increas-
ing daily so we applied to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education to begin offering an autism endorsement 
as part of the options for those master’s degree students 
majoring in education at SRU,” said Joseph Merhaut, 
associate professor of special education at SRU and 
department chair.

The autism spectrum is large, ranging from 
mild to severe, and there are a number of students, 
as well as those already teaching in the field, that are 
focused on this specialized area within special educa-
tion, he said. 

Current students seeking the autism endorsement, which will be 
awarded as part of their diploma, will take four additional online 
courses, or 12 credits, focused on understanding autism. The 

courses include, “Introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorders,” 
“Applied Behavior Analysis/ Single Subject Experimental Design,” 
“Communication and Social Competency” and “Curriculum and 
Instruction for Autism Spectrum Disorders.” 

Merhaut said in addition to currently enrolled graduate educa-
tion majors, the courses, which will be offered on a rotating, year-

round basis, are open to those in the field looking to sharpen 
their autism understanding or looking at new job oppor-
tunities in the autism area.” The courses will be offered 
online which is expected to aid those working in the field, 
but unable to commute to the SRU campus. 

“We expect a number of teachers already working in 
the field, those with special interest in autism, or those 
with master’s degree in special education, to enroll,” he 

said. Once the coursework is completed, the student 
can apply to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education to have the endorsement added to their 

certification. 
“There are lots of children with autism we have 

not reached. This program will help solve that prob-
lem. We know some children with autism have what 

we call ‘splinter skills,’ such as being creative artistically, musically 
or mathematically. We need to know more about them, how they 
learn and how we can help them further develop their unique 
skills,” Merhaut said.

SRU launches autism education certificate 
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No medical school, no huge debt, more freedom to pick your 
specialty, yet all of the satisfaction of delivering health care. These 
are the benefits of becoming a physicians’ assistant, one of the 
fastest growing occupations in the country. 

Recognizing this and wanting to help students “get there,” the 
College of Health, Environment and Science launched a new 
physician assistant articulation program this fall with Chatham 
University in Pittsburgh, said Wendy Stuhldreher, Slippery 
Rock University assistant to the dean of the College of Health, 
Environment and Science.

“The reason physician assistants are becoming so popular has to 
do with changes in health care delivery – cost containment – and 
the trend of more and more physicians specializing,” Stuhldreher 
said. “There is a need for primary-care, health care providers and 
PAs make a wonderful, cost-effective way to manage primary care.”

The articulation agreement is open to new freshmen. Freshmen 
are eligible to select the specialization if they major in athletic 
training, biology, exercise science or public health. It is not a fast-
track program. Students graduate in four years and then transition 
to the master’s degree program at Chatham.

The master’s degree prepares graduates to be certified and 
licensed extenders of health care, working most often with a pri-
mary care physician. 

Physician assistant agreement boosts career opportunities
Physician assistants see patients but work under the supervi-

sion of a physician. While they cannot practice on their own, 
Stuhldreher said they are excellent at delivering primary care.

“It is very cost effective for PAs to manage hypertension, 
well-baby visits, high cholesterol and more conditions that need 
monitoring,” she said. “That frees the MDs to provide the more 
complex care. Many PAs work in surgery or dermatology as well, 
supporting the physician. As the population ages, PAs will have a 
huge role in management of geriatric care.” 

Wherever there are physicians, there can be a physician assistant, 
because PAs pick their speciality.

“As part of their comprehensive responsibilities, PAs conduct 
physical exams, diagnose and treat illnesses, order and interpret 
tests, counsel on preventive health care, assist in surgery and pre-
scribe medications,” Stuhldreyer said.

According to the American Academy of Physician Assistants, 
the median annual income for full-time physician assistants is 
$90,000. The association projects employment in the field to 
increase 39 percent to 103,900 by 2018.

“Many more of our students are interested in physician assistant 
graduate programs, so the College of Health, Environment and 
Science thought the time was right for investigating ways to help 
our students get there,” Stuhldreyer said.

College of 

health, environment
and Science
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Performing Arts and the International Services Office. 
“We learned to be outside of the box,” Hoffman said. “For the 

dancers there, it’s not so much about technique but fun and per-
formance, and they tell stories that interact with the audience. It’s 
not striving for perfection but for sharing.” 

Guidry, from Little Elm, Texas, said it was amazing to be 
engrossed in a different culture.

“They were so accepting of us and so appreciative that we were 
trying to understand their culture,” she said. “It was a completely 
new experience, and I learned a whole new genre of dance. Melissa 
tries to teach us in class, but it’s so different learning it in the actual 
setting where it was formed.”

Teodoro said Hoffman and Guidry experienced hands-on train-
ing in ethnographic research and engaged in the examination of 
Afro-Columbian dance as participant-observers. They also devel-
oped their qualities as cultural ambassadors. 

“Experiencing Columbia’s music, dance, food, climate and lan-
guage first hand permitted them to generate a more accurate percep-
tion of the nation as a whole and comprehend the importance and 
cultural significance of dance in Columbian culture,” said Teodoro, 
a Columbia native. “They were constantly reminded about the 
importance of viewing new realities through new lenses and embrac-
ing differences.”

Dance majors experience Afro-Columbian dance, culture 
Dancing is an expression of joy and feeling, a freeing of the 

spirit. Slippery Rock University dance majors Karlee Hoffman 
and Hannah Guidry said they put their hearts and spirits into a 
recent student-faculty research project in Cartagena, Colombia.

Traveling with Melissa Teodoro, assistant professor of dance, the 
students immersed themselves in the moves and traditions of Afro-
Columbian dance and Caribbean culture for two weeks. Their 
takeaway was an important lesson about their field – learning a 
foreign dance requires cultural involvement. 

“It’s almost hard to put into words, the experience. It leaves you 
speechless,” said Hoffman, of West Middlesex. “Everything there 
– everything you hear and you see and you smell – those are things 
that just can’t be taught in a classroom. We were so immersed. We 
were learning with the students who grew up doing these dances 
with their families.”

Hoffman and Guidry participated in dance and drumming les-
sons with students at the Universidad de Cartagena. They assisted 
Teodoro with her ongoing research into Afro-Columbian dance 
and will present their findings and demonstrate their moves this 
semester at SRU and local schools.

Students said they are thankful for the experience, which was 
made possible by a diversity and inclusion grant and support from 
SRU’s department of dance, College of Humanities, Fine and 

College of 

humanities, Fine  
and Performing Arts
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ALUMnI AssoCIAtIoN RePoRteditorial information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply email us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1.800.GET.ROCK 
or fax us at 724. 738.4784. We do not publish engagements or pregnancies, but we do publish marriages and births.

(M) – Denotes master’s degree, (F) – Denotes faculty member, (FR) – Denotes friend of Slippery Rock University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes
1930s
helen denny 
Cypher, ’33, 
turned 100 years 
young Sept. 5. 
She attributes 
her longevity to 
staying active 
and spends her 
time knitting, 
playing cards 
and doing jigsaw 
puzzles. Cypher taught in one-room 
schools in the Pittsburgh area after 
graduating from what was then Slippery 
Rock State Normal School, before joining 
Windfield Consolidated School in Butler 
County. She retired from Winfield in 
1975. Cypher has two children, six grand-
children and eight great-grandchildren. 

1940’s
A few ‘49ers’ met for lunch recently 
at Peter’s Place in Kirwin Heights. The 
reunion included Willie Saunders, 
’49, Ruth Jean Kimmell Chalfant, 
’49, Jane White Bollinger, ‘50, her 
friend Bud Glenn Johnson, and Sara 
Jane Scullion Johnson, ’49. If any 
other ‘49ers’ care to meet up, they 
should email rjchalfant@verizon.net.

1950’s 
Shirley dean 
Birdy, ’51, and 
earl Birdy, ’51, 
were honored by 
their children at 
a 60th wedding 
anniversary din-
ner party in Pittsburgh. Shirley Birdy, who 
was a drum majorette for four years at 
SRU, met Earl – who later became SRU 
Alumni Association president in 1949 – 
and they married in 1952. They are very 
proud of their four children and six grand 
children. Shirley and Earl Birdy live in 
West Mifflin and are still very active in 
the SRU Alumni Association. 

 Bruce Waizenhofer, ’50, and his 
wife celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary with a luncheon 
sponsored by their children, at Seven 
Springs Country Club in New Port 
Richey, Fl. Waizenhofer was a member 
of the SRU basketball team from 1946 
to 1950. He was also a member of the 
All Campus Championship Intramural 
Team Hotel 130.

Shirley dean Birdy, ’51, and earl 
Birdy, ’51, attended a celebration 
picnic honoring SRU graduate, ed 
eyles, ‘52, who was a member of the 
varsity football and swimming team 
while attending the Rock. Eyles was 
honored by the members of the Franklin 
Area Swimming Team for starting and 
remaining active in this highly suc-
cessful swimming program during the 
last 40 years. Eyles now resides in 
Shearwater, FL and is busy playing first 
base on his Senior Citizen Slow Pitch 
Softball National Championship team.

1960s
Thomas “Tom” dolde, ’60, physical 
education and member of the SRU 
Athletic Hall of Fame, has been elected 
to the Fayette County Sports Hall of 
Fame for his work as coach of the 
Connellsville School District wresting 
team. He is already a member of six 
other halls of fame.

Robert Paserba, ’64, elementary edu-
cation, has been named secretary for 
Catholic education and evangelization 
in the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh. 
The appointment was made public in 
the Pittsburgh Catholic as part of a 
series of changes and reorganization 
in diocesan central administration 
announced by the bishop.

P. Griffith Lindell, ’66, education, 
has been named dean of the School of 
Business at Corban University. Lindell, 
who also works as a motivational speaker, 
has senior level education and business 
experience and has published several 
books. His latest is “Struggling with 
Your Business? 10 Questions to Consider 
Before Investing (A)nother Dime.”

1970’s 
Francis Barnes, ’71, physical educa-
tion, and former Pennsylvania secretary 
of education, has been appointed 
chairman of the state board of control 
overseeing changes to the Duquesne 
City School District in Duquesne. The 
district, located in Allegheny County, 
currently serves nearly 425 students in 
grades K-8.

Gene Trychta, ’71, will be retiring 
from United Airlines after 33 years of 
service. He will continue to reside in 
Denver, Col.

Carole Chesin, ’72, has won several 
accolades lately including making the 
U.S. News and World Report list for 
best doctors in the country, and being 
named in Pittsburgh Magazine as 
one of the best doctors in Pittsburgh 
and the best doctor for women in 
Pittsburgh.

Patrick Cappatt, ’73, was hired by 
BNY Mellon’s wealth management 
business as a senior sales director 
serving wealthy individuals and fami-
lies throughout the Pittsburgh region. 
He joined the firm in April. Cappatt’s 
30-year career includes two decades 
with Big Four consulting and advisory 
firms where he gained considerable 
experience guiding global teams to 
initiate, develop and enhance relation-
ships with both new and existing busi-
ness partners. 

Barry Glaser, ’74, has been pro-
moted from district manager to vice 
president western region at Marmon/
Keystone. In his new post, he will 
be responsible for the Los Angeles, 
Fresno, Sacramento, Seattle, Salt 
Lake City, Denver, Kansas City and 
Tulsa branches. Glaser began his 
Marmon/Keystone career in 1984 in 
outside sales, than progressed to the 
positions of marketing manager-fluid 
power products, marketing manager-
mechanical tube and then branch 
manager.

Nick Trombetta, ’76, has received 
the Pre K-12 Educator Award for 2012 
from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Education. Trombetta is 
founder and the former chief execu-
tive officer of the Pennsylvania Cyber 
Charter School. 

1980s 
Charles “Chuck” Tursky, ’80, the 
longtime Kiski Area High School head 
wrestling coach, became the Western 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
League’s all-time leader in career 
wins when his team beat Burrell High 
School, 60-14.

Pamela Gustovich, ’85, as been pro-
moted from lieutenant to captain in the 
Greenwich, Conn., Police Department, 
becoming the department’s first female 
captain. Gustovich is a 24-year veteran 
of the department. She has served as a 
detective, a sergeant in the patrol and 
detective divisions, and as a lieutenant 
since 2003.

Todd Olsen, ’85, health and physical 
education graduate and former men’s 
soccer student-athlete, has been 
named a member of the Capital One 
Academic All-America Hall of Fame’s 
silver-anniversary class of 2012.

Joanne Leight, ’87 and ’90, has been 
inducted into the Pennridge High School 
Wall of Fame. Leight is associate profes-
sor of physical education at SRU. Leight is 
a 1983 Pennridge High School graduate. 
Established in 2001, the Pennridge School 
District Wall of Fame honors graduates 
who have made significant contributions 
to society through either career achieve-
ments or community service efforts.

1990s 
Jeff Lang, ’91, secondary education, 
has been inducted into the 10th class of 
the Berks County Football Coaches Hall 
of Fame. He serves as assistant football 
coach in the Gov. Mifflin School District, 
where he has been for 20 years.

eric Mizuba, ’91, recently became the 13th 
person in history to swim across Lake Erie. 
Mizuba, an Erie chiropractor, went into the 
lake near the Long Point Lighthouse at 8:30 
a.m. Sunday and walked on to the beach in 
North East at 11:03 p.m.

eric holmes, ’93,  
a member of the 
Slippery Rock 
University Council 
of Trustees since 
2009, has been 
elected chair of the 
council. He is the first 
African-American 
on the council to be 
named to the post. “It is indeed a privilege 
to have been selected by my colleagues 
on council to serve as chair,” he said. “I am 
deeply humbled and honored to become 
the first African-American to hold this post. 
We have a profoundly important role as 
trustees, one with challenges, no question, 
but one that also holds great promise. It 
has been my good fortune over the past 
decade to have had the opportunity to serve 
Slippery Rock University in various roles.”

Mary Beth Bedeck Jenkins, ’93, com-
munication, has received a North Hills 
School District Distinguished Alumni 
Award. A 1989 graduate of North Hills, 
Jenkins is senior vice president and chief 
operating officer for UPMC Health, where 
she has been employed for nearly 15 years.

Mark Kneebone, ’97, communication, 
is one of 10 Pittsburgh police officers 
honored earlier this year with the depart-
ment’s Medal of Valor for his efforts on 
behalf of those stranded in an August, 
2011 flash flood along Washington 
Boulevard. The award, the department’s 
top honor, is given to officers who per-
form with exceptional courage and dis-
regard for their own safety. The officers 
formed a human chain to pull motorists 
from the rushing water.

Joe Fishel, ’97 and ’08, has been doing 
work in films, television and commercials 
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Births and Adoptions
1990s 
Vaughn Thomas Bradley, ’92, and 
Nicole Danielle Bradley welcomed their 
first child, Vaughn Grey Bradley, born 
Feb. 21, 2012. He weighed 8 pounds,  
7 ounces and was 22 ½ inches. The 
family lives in Flint, Mich.

2000s
Jennifer 
Kate 
McCarthy-
Barris, ’02, 
and Jerald 
Arnold 
Barris, ’09, 
welcomed 
Hunter 
Michael Barris, born June 29, 2012. He 
weighed 8 pounds, 1 ounce and is their 
first child. Jennifer McCarthy-Barris is 
a special education teacher at Sharon 
City High School. Barris is a special 
education teacher at West Middlesex 
Area High School and current graduate 
student at SRU. They live in Hermitage. 

 Weddings
Lawrence Cornell, ’87, married 
Sara (Camaerei) Cornell, on Oct. 8, 
2010. Lawrence Cornell is retired. 
Sara Cornell is a licensed psycholo-
gist in Blakeslee.

Ashlee Boylan 
Naples, ‘07, 
and her husband 
Johnny Naples 
welcomed Maya 
Genevieve Naples, 
born May 24, 
2012. She is the 
first addition to 
their new family.

Amy Kirkwood, 
’06, and Brad 
Kirkwood, ’08, 
welcomed Hailey 
Joanna Kirkwood, 
born Nov. 23, 2011. 
Amy Kirkwood 
graduated in 2006 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and is currently 
a family/in-home therapist. Kirkwood 
graduated in 2008 with a degree in phys-
ics/math then went on to get his master’s 
of education from SRU. He is currently a 
high school physics teacher at Parkway 
West Technical Career Center.

 

In Memory
Gretchen Turner, ‘31
Katherine E. Glenn, ‘36
Raymond E. Haynes, ‘37
Helen R. Jones, ‘38
Kenyon McCoy, ‘39
Jean Lorene Shields, ‘41
Vance E. Senecal, ‘43
Marcia Karolina Carlson, ‘48
George W. Graham, ‘48
John Joseph Byrne, ‘49
Frank J. Mahr, ‘49
Edward J. Francis, ‘50
Sara Jane McCandless, ‘50
James J. Tinney, ‘50
Marjorie Ann Jackson, ‘51
Betty Jean Shoaf, ‘53
Norma J. Scott, ‘54
Dean Lee Simpson, ‘54
Arlene L. Altmire, ‘57
Janet M. McNutt, ‘58
Leonard L. Gilbert, ‘59
Mary E. Reno, ‘59
Robert W. Symons, ‘60
Helen R. Snyder, ‘61
Dorothy L. Bintrim, ‘65
Charles J. Barnhart Jr., ‘66
Howard A. Bradley, ‘66
Robert L. Lindsey, ‘66
Patricia A. Farone, ‘67
Kathryn J. Houk, ‘67
Gale L. Shields, ‘69

Ashley Ganoe, ’05, and ’09, married 
Paul Broskey, ’06, on June 18, 2011 
in Pittsburgh. The couple resides in 
Lawrenceville, N.J.

Rebecca L. (Funk) Babo, ’04, married 
Christopher Babo Sept. 17, 2011.  

for the past 10 years. He has worked 
on a total of eight films, including films 
that have been recently released or are 
scheduled to be released in the next year 
including: The Dark Knight Rises, Police 
Officer, The Perks of Being a Wallflower-
Parent and High School Football Fan.

Kimberly 
Lambert Gould, 
’92, has been 
promoted to the 
position of prop-
erty manager at 
Urban Villages, 
Inc. As property 
manager, Gould’s 
responsibilities 
include leasing, marketing and over-
sight of six commercial properties and 
more than 50 tenants throughout the 
Pittsburgh market. Gould has been with 
Urban Villages since 2011.

2000s
Matthew Jackson, ’01, sport man-
agement, is finding out his SRU history 
classes may have been just as impor-
tant as his sport management classes. 
Jackson, now with the Reading Phillies, 
Reading’s minor league baseball team, 
is part of the crew working on the 
Baseballtown Living History Museum in 
Reading’s First Energy Stadium. He was 
among those featured in a WFMZ-TV, 
Channel 69, news story showing part of 
the new display.

Jamie Johnson, ’03, political science, 
has been named a Social Security 
attorney at Crumley Roberts law firm in 
Charlotte, N.C. She formerly worked for 
The Advocate Group. Johnson received 
her juris doctor from the Pettit College 
of Law at Ohio Northern University.

John Lienert, esquire, ’03, 
recently published an article in The 
Pennsylvania Lawyer magazine, July-
August 2012 edition, titled “Principles 
for Success: Advice for Young 
Lawyers.” Lienert graduated summa 
cum laude from SRU in 2003 with a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy and a 
minor in political science. He obtained 
a juris doctor from Ohio Northern 
University - Pettit College of Law in 
2006. He is licensed to practice law in 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia and 
focuses his practice on the defense of 
civil litigation matters.

Rebecca (Funk) Babo, ’04, has 
accepted a new position as a desktop 
publishing specialist at Larson Texts 
in Erie. She is the former editor of the 
West County News-Journal in Girard.

david Perry, ’06, master’s degree 
in park resource management, has 
been named executive director of 
the Western Virginia Land Trust. 
The Western Virginia Land Trust is a 
nationally accredited, 501(c)(3) non-
profit based in Roanoke. Its mission is 
“promoting the conservation of western 
Virginia’s natural resources – farms, for-
ests, waterways and rural landscapes.” 

Anna Leard, ’06, recently graduated 
from Brenau University in Georgia with 
a master’s degree of science in occupa-
tional therapy.

Susan Kelley, ’07, attended Carnegie 
Mellon University for graduate school 
and then returned to CMU as the assis-
tant director of graduate programs in 
the English department. Before work-
ing at CMU, she was the director of 
the Writing and Research Center at the 
SRU-administrated Regional Learning 
Alliance at Cranberry Woods. 

FRIENDS: (from left) Cecelia Thompson, ’78, Slippery 
Rock University President Cheryl Norton, and Jill Fansmith 
Thompson, ’73, recently got together for an impromptu hello. 
Thompson was one of the first graduates of SRU’s nurse practi-
tioner program and returned with her daughter-in-law recently 
to see the changes on campus. Cecelia Thompson was a long-
time nurse for the Pittsburgh Public Schools.

Rita L. Spak, ‘69
Nancy S. Ireland, ‘70
Ronald Lee Bolam, ‘72
Cynthia A. Jenkins, ‘72
Debra Kachurik, ‘73
Susan Krenke, ‘73
Sandra Lee Schane, ‘74
Kathleen A. Sturni, ‘74
Charles David Birch, ‘76
Elaine M. Cohen, ‘76
John Frank Hubstenberger, ‘76
Edith S. Nordstrom, ‘76
Paul H. Carroll, ‘77
Craig Gordon, ‘78
Michael M. Grommo, ‘80
Richard Charles May, ‘80
Robert Patrick Simile, ‘81
Gary Robert Stein, ‘81
Roberta Hart, ‘83
Catherine M. Rauchle, ‘85
Thomas Peter Boehm, ‘87
Paul J. Kuszaj, ‘88
Tracey L. Frum, ‘92
Jeffrey Thomas Gilliland, ‘96
Michael C. Braden, ‘03

Kate Brennan, Retired Faculty
Richard L. Port, Retired Faculty
George Quick, Retired Faculty
Champ R. Storch, Retired Faculty
Irene Watson, Retired Employee
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31
Jerome “Jerry” Bejbl, a 1963 Slippery Rock University graduate who 
recently became the first alumnus to give $1 million to SRU, is quick to admit he 
never imagined he would be in a position to contribute so generously. 

The retired owner of The Armoloy Corporation, a developer of chrome coating 
for metals, grew up the son of a carpenter in rural Ohio. His father made a modest 
living, and Bejbl remembers painting, working construction and laboring on farms 
as a young man to make money.

“It was a very moderate life, but a good upbringing,” he said. “My goal in life – 
and this is absolutely true – was to make $20,000 to $25,000 a year, and I thought 
I would be in the upper echelon.”

Bejbl, from Newbury, Ohio, left Ohio for what was then Slippery Rock State 
Teachers College to get a good education. A multi-sport athlete in high school, he 
soon learned about The Rock’s football prowess.

“My friend told me that Slippery Rock was really trying to build its football pro-
gram, so in May 1959 we went to Old Main and talked to admissions. All we had 
to do was come in and take an entrance exam. I made it.”

Bejbl was the only student from outside of Pennsylvania on the football team 
when he arrived at The Rock in 1959. 

“I was not allowed to stay in a dormitory because I was not a Pennsylvania resident,” 
he said. “We started football practice right away and I made a number of close friends 
who today are still close friends, including head football coach Charles “Charlie” 
Godlasky and a group of players known at the University as “Charlie’s Boys.” 

“Another reason why I went to a school 88 miles from home is that I had a 

reaches 
giving 
milestone

Bejbl,
Jerry
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31
coach in high school who said that Slippery Rock was noted for physical education 
and secondary education.”

As an SRU football player, Bejbl played fullback, leading the team to a 9-1 
record in his senior year. His career point total of 168 points stood as a record for 
30 years. Bejbl earned honorable mention All-America honors as a senior and was 
named Most Valuable Player in Slippery Rock’s 13-6 win over East Stroudsburg in 
the 1962 championship game. 

Bejbl was elected to the SRU Sports Hall of Fame in 1986. His football num-
ber, 31, was retired during halftime ceremonies of the Oct. 10, 1996 game. He 
was also awarded an honorary doctorate from SRU. Bejbl is the only Rock alum-
nus to receive an honorary doctorate.

While Bejbl recalls the campus as small, the influence of the University was 
huge. “For me, Slippery Rock changed my whole life,” he said. 

Bejbl has never forgotten his SRU roots. In 1988, he endowed the $150,000 
Jerome Bejbl Football Scholarship. The on-campus Jerry Bejbl Weight Training 
Center, which opened in 1998 and is located in Mihalik-Thompson Stadium, was 
made possible by his $200,000 contribution. It was the largest alumni donation in 
school history at the time.

Bejbl, who married the former Kathleen Toohey in 1961, is the first alumnus to 
reach the million dollar-giving milestone. He was honored for his lifetime giving at 
the Farewell Gala honoring former SRU president Robert Smith in January 2012.

“Jerry has supported Slippery Rock University with his generosity, unparalleled 
across the University,” Smith said. “He has supported primarily athletics as that 
is his passion. He has also supported need-based scholarships. He has given unre-
stricted funds so we could direct those funds to the area of greatest need.” 

Bejbl said his family has been incredibly supportive and understands his com-
mitment to his alma mater. His two sons, Michael and Christopher, took over the 
business when Bejbl retired in 2004. His daughter Michelle was born while Bejbl 
was a student at SRU. He also has a granddaughter, also named Kathleen, who 
graduated from Lake Forest College. 

“The Slippery Rock environment, the people, the school itself, made me who 
I am, and I met and married my wife of 51 years at Slippery Rock,” he said. His 
wife is a 1962 Rock graduate.

George Mihalik, SRU head football coach and professor of safety management, 
said Bejbl is a tireless advocate for student athletes and has made a huge impact on 
the football program and Rock athletics in general.

“I cannot put into words what Jerry and Kathy have meant to Rock football 
during my tenure as head coach,” Mihalik said. “Words cannot 
do justice to their generosity. They have supported every 
University campaign and fundraising effort at SRU.”

“Everyone says, ‘Jerry this and Jerry that,’ what peo-
ple don’t realize is that his wife Kathy totally supports 
his commitment to Rock football. So in reality,  
it is really Jerry and Kathy who support SRU and 
Rock athletics.”

Mihalik said one of Bejbl’s biggest contributions is 
the Bejbl Weight Training Center. Thanks to his 
continued generosity, the weight room 
was upgraded with $100,000 of new 
equipment this summer. 

“The weight room has given 
countless student athletes the 
opportunity to improve their 
strength and athletic skills,” 
Mihalik said. “And it’s not 
just football. Other sports 
have taken advantage of the 
facility to improve skills.  

“

”

I cannot put into words 
what Jerry and Kathy 
have meant to Rock foot-
ball during my tenure 
as head coach. Words 
cannot do justice to 
their generosity. They 
have supported every 
University campaign and 
fundraising effort at SRU.

– George Mihalik,
head football coach
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Jerry has had a far-reaching impact on student athletes, not just football.”
Still, Bejbl clearly bleeds green and white, especially in autumn. He is known 

to be on the sidelines for home football games and has ridden with players to 
away games. He even mentors freshmen.

“Within the football program, he is simply known as Jerry; when you say the 
word Jerry, everyone knows who you’re talking about,” Mihalik said. “Before the 
start of the season, Jerry spends time with all the new freshmen players talking 
about life and Slippery Rock University.” 

Mihalik, a Rock graduate like the Bejbls, said the football program would 
not be as successful as it is without Bejbl. “Jerry’s financial support gives us the 
resources to run a first-class program,” he said.

Mihalik considers the Bejbls personal friends and admires their service ethic.
“SRU gave him an opportunity for an education and to wear the green and 

white, and he wants to give back and provide other young men that same oppor-
tunity to have a successful life,” Mihalik said. “While Jerry and I are alumni of 
this University and Rock football, the biggest benefit for me has been our friend-
ship and that of our families.

“Jerry is one individual who has never forgotten what the University and Rock 
football did for him,” Mihalik said.

When talking to freshmen, Bejbl said he emphasizes the importance of giving back.
“I talk to different groups at Slippery Rock, including freshman football play-

ers before the first game,” he said. “I tell them that I had to give back so that they 
could be here. I tell them they need to do the same thing at some point. It should 
be a goal, because you’re getting more than students at most other universities.” 

Bejbl demonstrated leadership at The Armoloy Corporation as well. The 
company, which dates to 1957, developed a chromium process for metals 
called Armoloy.® 

While proud of his career accomplishments, Bejbl’s heart belongs to SRU.  
He said he would not be where he is today without Slippery Rock University, 
and he advised current students to work hard and think outside the box.

“Right now, I have achieved everything, maybe gone beyond what I’d 
anticipated I could have done,” he said. “The future is unknown, but it is the 
University that will lay the groundwork and give students organizational skills, 
discipline, commitment and ability to think outside the box – to give them what 
they will need during their careers and family life. Go Rock.”

“

”

The future is unknown, 
but it is the University 
that will lay the ground-
work and give students 
organizational skills, dis-
cipline, commitment and 
ability to think outside the 
box – to give them what 
they will need during 
their careers and family 
life. Go Rock.

– Jerry Bejbl

44      The ROCK      Fall 2012



44      The ROCK      Fall 2012       www.SRU.edu      45 

“
’’

the educational background that I got  at 
slippery Rock – the liberal arts education –  
was very rounding to me and really helped  
to formulate my desires and beliefs.

– Peter Oesterling, 78

through 

generations

givingconnect

Oesterling said he gives back because his undergraduate 
years at SRU were “the best four years of my life” and that he 
wants to see more SRU graduates become attorneys.

“The University has given me so much, in my personal life, 
my education and also with friendships and relationships,” 
he said. “I will have the satisfaction for the rest of my life 
and well beyond, knowing that somebody will benefit from 
my philanthropy. In this day and age, when people are being 
asked to give and support select causes and charities, I’ve 
picked Slippery Rock University because that is where my 
dollars are best spent.”

Donald Oesterling and his son Peter Oesterling, ’78, both served as 
members of the SRU Council of Trustees.

Jenna Zyroll, ’10, and her father Sam Zyroll, ’78, have a lot in 
common, especially a love and commitment to their alma mater.

Slippery Rock ties run deep. As a result, it is not 
unusual to see multiple generations of a family dem-
onstrate their Rock Pride and appreciation for the 
University through volunteer service and financial 
gifts that provide positive experiences for future 
generations of SRU students.

Consider Peter Oesterling, a 1978 Rock graduate, and his 
father, Donald Oesterling, both of whom served on SRU’s 
Council of Trustees (Donald from 1968-1976; Peter from 
1989-1995). 

“I would not be surprised if we’re the only father-son team like 
it in the entire state system,” Peter Oesterling said.

Donald Oesterling was a trustee at the time that Peter 
Oesterling attended SRU. A political science major, the younger 
Oesterling was involved in student government and the coopera-
tive activities board. Peter Oesterling credits his undergraduate 
coursework and campus involvement for helping to make him 
well prepared for law school. 

Donald Oesterling, a former state senator representing Butler 
and Lawrence counties, played a pivotal role in the acquisition of 

the property on the southeast corner of campus, where Mihalik-
Thompson Stadium and the University Union now stand.

“His willingness to serve really centered on his vision of the 
University as a center for development. He was interested in see-
ing the University grow and prosper,” said Peter Oesterling, a cum 
laude graduate who earned a law degree from the University of 
Puget Sound School of Law (now Seattle University School of Law) 
and is now counsel for Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.

“The educational background that I got  at Slippery Rock – the 
liberal arts education – was very rounding to me and really helped 
to formulate my desires and beliefs,” he said.

Peter Oesterling, a recipient of the SRU Alumni Association’s 
2011 Distinguished Alumni Award, has endowed the Peter J. 
Oesterling Family Scholarship to provide tuition assistance to an 
SRU student interested in pursuing a law degree. The first recipient 
of the Peter J. Oesterling Family Scholarship was chosen this spring. 
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Sam Zyroll, a 1978 SRU graduate, and his daughter Jenna, 
a 2010 graduate, have both immersed themselves in the life 
of the University and its students. Sam Zyroll is an honorary 
member of the Alumni Association board of directors and has 
been involved in a variety of projects. He and his wife Pattie 
Zyroll are longtime supporters of the Alumni Association and 
undergraduate students. 

“I care about the future of Slippery Rock University. Supporting 
Rock alumni and SRU never feels like a burden to me,” Zyroll 
said. “I was given much support as an undergraduate and now 
I hope to continue to be able to give back for many years to come.”

Zyroll was elected as a board member for the Alumni 
Association in 1994. He was elected president elect in 1997 
and served as president from 1999-2001. From 2001-2003,  
he served as immediate past president and continued to serve 
on the board from 2003-2009, before becoming a member of 
the  board. 

Zyroll was an integral part of the planning and building of 
the Russell Wright Alumni House and Conference Center. He 
chaired the Nominations, Membership & Marketing, House 
& Special Projects Constitution and Bylaws Committee and 
was appointed in 2002 to chair an ad-hoc committee to review 
Alumni Association bylaws. In 2006, Zyroll received the 
Alumni Association’s Past President’s Service Award. 

“Our graduates are well prepared as they go out and compete 
for employment positions throughout the USA and globally 
against graduates from other colleges and universities,” he said. 
“Slippery Rock graduates have received a quality education from 
an outstanding institution and should feel quite confident find-
ing solutions to life’s challenges throughout their careers.”

Jenna Zyroll, who graduated magna cum laude in psychology, 
worked as a student supervisor in the SRU Annual Fund Call 
Center, which helps raise funds for scholarships. She volun-

teered for the Green & White Society and served as a Student 
Ambassador as well. She is currently a graduate student at 
Carlow University, pursuing a master’s degree in counseling.

“As part of my role as a phonathon supervisor, I was involved 
in the Campus Family Campaign as well as the Senior Class Gift 
Campaign,” she said. “All of these experiences reinforced the 
importance of giving and the impact that all gifts have at SRU.” 

She said her father never pushed her to attend SRU and 
never pressured her to give back. It was just something that 
came naturally. Zyroll said she met her fiancé, Justin Sheetz,  
a 2010 SRU graduate, on a study-abroad trip, which was  
made possible by alumni support.

“I had the interesting experience of being involved in activities 
that focused on current students who were supporting and serving 
the University,” she said. “I know that Slippery Rock University 

helped shape me into the person that I am today. And I truly believe 
my life would be much different had I attended another school. The 
most important skill I learned from Slippery Rock University is how 
to be a leader and how to use leadership skills to help others.” 

Another family with a tradition of giving is the Lenz family of 
Slippery Rock. Patriarch Henry Lenz taught secondary education 
at SRU from 1967-1995. His wife Linda graduated in 1992 with a 
degree in communication and served as mayor of Slippery Rock in 
the 1980s. Daughter Sonya graduated in 1988 with a fine arts degree. 

Sonya Lenz, owner of Lenz Travel Services in Slippery Rock, 
and her husband, Vipin Kohli, a 1989 SRU graduate, support the 
performing arts and student scholarships. Sonya Lenz has been 
involved with the University all of her life. 

“I grew up with lots of ‘faculty brats,’ and we ruled the neighbor-
hood,” Sonya Lenz said. “We were very active on campus as children 
of faculty. We all went to ‘faculty swim,’ which was on Sundays at 5 
p.m. in the Field House pool. I learned to swim in the East Gym Pool, 
as did all the faculty kids. We attended all home football games.” 

Sonya Lenz is also a community leader for the arts and down-
town beautification. She launched The Lenz Gallery in 1999, which 
provides gallery space for SRU art majors to show their work, and 
is involved with Slippery Rock in Bloom. She received the Slippery 
Rock Rotary’s Ted Walwik Community Service Award, named for 
the late SRU communication professor and Rotarian, and the Paul 
Harris Fellowship Award for her community work.

“Naturally, I am into giving and supporting, as are my parents 
– that is how I was raised,” Lenz said. 

“We are very proud that Sonya chose to continue this love for 
the world, for the University and for her community,” said Linda 
Lenz. She is truly a ‘give back’ person.” 

Linda and Henry Lenz, Aquamarine Club, Lifetime Giving 
donors, started the Connel Ashmore Baker, Jr. Scholarship that 
provides tuition assistance for international students. The scholar-
ship is named for Linda Lenz’s father. 

“We came to realize that many of the students who came at the 
time were having financial difficulties due to governmental prob-
lems at home,” Lenz said. 

While Henry Lenz helped recruit international students to The 
Rock, Linda Lenz and other faculty wives started an International 
Women’s group that hosted students, made flags of students’ 
home countries and cooked dinners for them. 

“Why do I give back to the University and community? I learned 
as a child that one was supposed to give back and serve one’s fellow 
man, and so I have always enjoyed serving and tithing. It has always 
been uplifting to me to serve as a volunteer,” she said.

“
’’

I care about the future of slippery Rock 
University. supporting Rock alumni and sRU 
never feels like a burden to me. I was given 
much support as an undergraduate and now 
as a supporter I hope to continue to be able 
to give back for many years to come.

                                                                     – Sam Zyroll, ’78   

Sonya Lenz, ’88, her mother Linda Lenz, and retired professor Henry Lenz 
attend all the home football games. 



46      The ROCK      Fall 2012       www.SRU.edu      47 

Eric Avila isn’t your typical Slippery Rock University graduate. He might 
be the only one who never completed an application for admission, and his 
first impressions of the rural western Pennsylvania campus won’t be found in 
any student recruitment materials.

Today, though, Avila’s happy he decided to take the journey from New 
York to Slippery Rock. He’s a proud Rock alumnus, the owner of not one 
but two degrees from SRU.

“I’m proud to say I’m from Slippery Rock University,” Avila said. “I tell 
everyone I can what a great education I got and what a great place it is, how 
it made me grow up faster and let me make a lot of lifelong friends.”

It’s hard to believe Avila was once a reluctant Rocker.
In the end, Avila followed the example of his parents and took a leap of 

faith that has paid huge dividends.
Upon graduation from Richmond Hill 

High School in 2006, Avila had his sights 
set on attending either the University of 
Tampa or the University of Miami in 
sunny Florida.

Avila was admitted to Miami, but never 
completed the financial aid forms because 
he knew it would be too expensive to 
attend school there. He loved Tampa, 
but it was simply too far from home, the 
Jamaica, N.Y. native decided.

His focus then turned to finding a col-
lege closer to home, someplace with an 
NCAA Division II baseball program and 
a sports medicine curriculum. Avila’s list 
of potential schools included three names: Slippery Rock, Shippensburg 
University in central Pennsylvania and Pfeiffer College in North Carolina.

Not necessarily in that order.
In stepped fate, in the form of Avila’s oldest brother, Larry Rodriguez.
“Larry filled out and submitted my admission application,” Avila said. 

“He didn’t tell me what he had done until one week before I got the letter  
I had been accepted.”

Now that he had been admitted to The Rock, the next step was to actually 
visit the campus.

Avila’s first impression of Slippery Rock: “There were a lot of cows and a 
lot of trees, it wasn’t diverse enough and it’s got a funny name.”

it’s a long way from the streets of Queens to the rolling 
hills of Pennsylvania, but for one Slippery Rock Univer-
sity alumnus, his “leap of faith” proved the road less 
traveled did make all the difference.

                         Leap
              OF FAith lAnDS

a double-degree payoff
Avila

“
”

I’m proud to say I’m from 
slippery Rock University.  
I tell everyone I can what 
a great education I got and 
what a great place it is, 
how it made me grow up 
faster and let me make a 
lot of lifelong friends.
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Avila said, “and it paid off for them. I needed to take my leap of 
faith and go back to Slippery Rock.”

Six years later, the first person in his immediate family to earn 
a college degree will soon own both an undergraduate (athletic 
training education, Dec. 2010) and a graduate (adapted physical 
activity, December 2012) degree from SRU.

Avila also stands on the threshold of a big-time, “grown-up” 
job. He served a summer internship with the National Football 
League Atlanta Falcons, which if all goes well, will lead him into 
full-time employment with the team.

In addition to the experience he gained as a student and gradu-
ate assistant on the SRU athletic training staff, Avila prepared for 
his work with the Falcons by working two jobs last summer. He 
commuted 30 minutes by train, 45 minutes by bus, to serve as an 
intern at the Lifeskills School in Rego Park, a facility that works 
with students who have all forms of disabilities, and also as a paid 
staff member at Paspa Physical Therapy in midtown Manhattan.

Now that he’s spent six years in rural Slippery 
Rock, the Queens native has acquired an astute 
appreciation for the differences in lifestyles.

“New York City is diverse and has a lot of people 
speaking different languages, but the people there 
are also rude and self-centered,” Avila said. “People 
in Slippery Rock aren’t as diverse and don’t speak 
as many languages, but they take the time to work 
one-on-one with you, which is great.”

One person in particular stands out in Avila’s 
mind; SRU faculty member and certified athletic 
trainer Bonnie Siple.

“Dr. Siple took me under her wing and was very 
upfront and open with me right from the start,” 

Avila said. “She asked me, ‘Do you want to be successful and 
have a better life? If you do, I have your back. We’re going to get 
through this.’”

“I saw her at first as an assertive authority figure, but she quickly 
came down to my level and made me feel welcome,” Avila said. 
“She’s been like my second mom. She was my mentor.”

Siple, in turn, is extremely proud of Avila, and excited for his future.
“Eric’s future is so very bright and virtually limitless,” Siple said. 

“I believe he can do anything he wants. The hard part for him is 
figuring out what that is.”

As a Latino certified athletic trainer with a master’s degree, 
Avila has several attractive options open to him.

The internship with the Falcons opened one door to possible 
future employment for Avila. There’s also a need for bilingual ath-
letic trainers in professional baseball, Avila’s favorite sport.

“I really didn’t see myself coming here,” Avila said. In fact, he 
added, “I even told Larry I would not go to Slippery Rock.”

Then he saw the new suite-style dorms on campus. Suddenly 
culture shock subsided and he was sold on SRU.

Sort of, but not yet entirely.
“When I left home to come out for the final orientation and 

move-in weekend, I cried and my mother cried,” Avila said. “It 
was tough to leave.”

The transition was made tougher, Avila said, by the perception 
he had that he would not fit in or be welcome in Slippery Rock.

“I don’t recall anyone saying anything or doing anything to 
give me that feeling,” Avila said, “but I felt like I was stared at a 
lot and stereotyped as not being from around here. I felt tension.”

Primarily, Avila felt culture shock.
“I slept with music on because I was literally scared,” Avila said. 

“It was too quiet.”
A few days after arriving on campus for the start of classes, 

Avila left Slippery Rock to return home, ready 
to give up on college and make the best of his 
situation in New York City.

Avila could have gone back to the job he had 
in high school as a waiter in the banquet room 
of the Holiday Inn at JFK Airport.

“I made decent money for a 17- or 18-year-
old kid,” Avila said, “but I knew that wasn’t 
what I wanted to do my whole life.”

Avila had also passed the New York City police 
exam, so he could have decided to help protect 
and serve the citizens of the Big Apple.

He vividly recalls how “scary it felt” Sept. 11, 
2001, looking out the windows at his middle 
school and seeing the smoke and dust from the crumbling Twin 
Towers, all the while knowing his mother worked only 15 to 20 
blocks from Ground Zero. Still, protecting and serving the citi-
zens of the Big Apple was an option worth exploring.

But that would have meant disappointing his parents, who 
both emigrated from Ecuador at the age of 18 in search of a bet-
ter future, and achieved their dreams. Avila’s mother is a seam-
stress; his father is employed as a service manager for Mercedes 
Benz after working many years as a janitor.

“When I got home after driving back from Slippery Rock, 
ready to quit school before I even started, I saw the look in my 
mother’s eyes,” Avila said. “I saw, even though she was going to 
miss me, she was also proud of me. That told me I needed to fin-
ish what I started.”

“My parents had taken a leap of faith to come to America,” 

“
”

My parents had taken 
a leap of faith to come 
to America, and it paid 
off for them. I needed 
to take my leap of 
faith and go back to 
slippery Rock.
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“He also said he wants to pursue his doctorate,” Siple said, 
“which I think is amazing. I am not sure he was even thinking 
that big a year ago.”

All in all, in the words of Siple, “It’s a good time to be Eric Avila.”
Avila’s personality and makeup separate him from others his 

age, according to Siple.
“Eric could connect with anybody on this campus,” Siple said. 

“Men, women, black, white, gay, straight, older or younger, it 
didn’t matter. He could sit down and chat with anybody.”

“Eric is also one of the most polite individuals I have ever 
met,” Siple said. “Anyone you talk to will tell you the same thing. 
He was raised right with good old-fashioned manners. People 
respond to that.”

“And,” Siple added, “Eric never took his education for granted. 
He appreciated what an education would do for his future.”

Without Siple’s assistance, Avila said, none of his future 
options would be available.

Avila was particularly pleased to have Siple in his corner when, 
after receiving his undergraduate degree, he found the sledding 
tough in his quest for full-time employment.

“I hadn’t passed my athletic trainer certification (ATC) test, so 
no one was going to hire me,” Avila said. “[Siple] told me about a 
possible minority graduate assistantship and asked if I was inter-
ested in being a GA with the athletic training program, then she 
helped me get that GA position.”

“She’s been an amazing part of my life and growth,” Avila said. 
“She gave me an opportunity I never thought I would get. I owe her 
so much for helping me become a better person and athletic trainer.” 

Avila also credits Patty Hladio, SRU’s financial aid director, 
for helping him navigate the sea of paperwork necessary to obtain 
loans to complete his education.

While working with The Rock field hockey, track and field/
cross country and women’s tennis teams, Avila attained the 
knowledge necessary to pass the ATC exam in March 2012, 
which has now opened the door to a bright future.

Exactly where Avila will plant his professional roots remains to 
be seen.

“I love the urban setting,” he said, “but I would not mind 
working in a rural setting for the experience, but I definitely want 
to live in a big city.”

Avila may not know exactly where he’s going, but he definitely 
knows how he got there.

“It’s been a long journey, and I’ve enjoyed it a lot,” he said. 
“But I am especially happy I have made my parents proud.”
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   Deb Cohen
Q&A Deb Cohen, who served as the adviser to WSRU radio station from 1995-2006,  

is a professor of modern languages and cultures at Slippery Rock University.  
She teaches Spanish language and culture.

A COnVERSATIOn WItH …

Q: Alumni who were involved with 
SRU radio over the past 50 years 
returned this fall for a reunion. How 
did you get involved as the station’s 
adviser, and what was that experience 
like for you?

a: I was already a disk jockey in 1995, so 
when the board decided it wanted a new 
adviser I was already there once a week 
and was familiar with the workings of the 
station. It seemed logical, and I was happy 
to do it. I really enjoyed getting out of my 
own department and meeting students 
from all over. I learned a lot about dif-
ferent kinds of music, and became a big 
fan of ska, Soul Coughing, Hypnotic 
Clambake and the Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones as a result.

Q. Seems like supervising a campus 
radio station could be a full-time job. 
How did you juggle working as the 
adviser and teaching full-time?

a. Really, the students managed the  
station, and the engineer, Werner 
Ullrich, kept us legal and functioning 
technically. All I had to do was sign 
papers and give students one or two stern 
warnings per semester about respecting 
station property. Of course, I listened a 
lot to our programs, so I could keep tabs 
on who was following protocols and who 
might need a discreet phone call about 
on-air behavior.

Q. What are the life-skills benefits for 
students who get involved with campus 
radio or other student organizations?

a. Given the University outcomes  –  
communication, critical thinking and 
problem solving, values and ethics, social 
awareness and civic responsibility, global 
interdependence, personal development, 
aesthetic perception and ability, profes-
sional proficiency – students had ample 
opportunity to engage in most of these 
competencies while working at the radio 
station. This one experience taught them 

a lot about creativity, open-mindedness 
and expanding their musical repertoire by 
listening to others’ shows.

In general, students who worked at the 
radio station were engaged in being “dif-
ferent” from their peers, which meant 
they were thinking critically about what 
it meant to be the “same” as their peers. 
Problem-solving usually came about with 
technical issues and/or people skills, and 
I was rarely called on to intervene on the 
latter issue, except as a sounding board.

Q. What was the craziest thing that 
ever happened at the radio station 
when you were the adviser?

a. I can’t really think of anything really 
crazy. And if I could, it’s probably not 
appropriate to admit to it in print. The 
craziest thing I ever did was to play “Feliz 
Navidad” for about 20 minutes, waiting 
to see if anyone noticed that the song 
went on and on. Nobody called in, so I 
finally played something else.

Q. Do you harbor any secret desires 
to be a radio host? Who’s your favorite 
radio host? Least favorite?

a. I was a radio host, for 11 years. I 
really prefer a live audience, and theatre 
has always been my first love. My favorite 
WRSK hosts were the Topless Twins and 
anybody involved in the Awful Show. 
They came up with clever, funny, theme-
related shows, week after week.

Q. You teach Spanish language and 
culture. Why is it important for stu-
dents to study a foreign language and 
culture?

a. First of all, studies show that bilin-
gual people are more flexible thinkers 
and resist aging complications like 
Alzheimer’s disease. Second, it’s fun and 
you can travel and meet people on their 
own cultural terms. People who haven’t 
gone outside the country lose a great 
chance for some perspective on their own 

culture. In addition, studying a foreign 
language shows you ultimately how 
arbitrary language is and how odd we all 
sound to each other at times.

Q. What type of jobs do Spanish 
graduates obtain?

a. People who graduate with a Spanish 
major can have any job they want, because 
they can do it bilingually. They can teach, 
go into business, accounting, health, 
politics, social work, criminal justice...
anything. A lot of our minors are athletic 
training majors, because they understand 
the value of being able to communicate 
with athletes whose main language is 
Spanish. Speakers of foreign languages 
have a leg up on people who only speak 
English because they have learned about 
other cultures, are more open-minded 
and are able to adapt to different condi-
tions (especially those who have studied 
abroad). 
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was inaugurated as SRU’s
16th president Sept. 28, 2012

For photos of the event visit:
http://administration.sru.edu/inauguration/gallery.php

Cheryl J. Norton



TheROCK
I am

drew Robison, ’87, information systems 
with a minor in business 
dAY JOB: I am president and chief executive officer of bP studios, which provides 
web design and web development services for the Internet and mobile devices in  
any language.

BACKGROUNd: After working for seven years as a computer scientist for Research 
triangle Institute and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, I decided to 
start my own company in 1994. I reside in Durham, N.C., with my wife and daughter. 
In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with my family camping, boating and hanging 
out in the Intracoastal Waterways of North Carolina. 

iNFLUeNCe OF SRU: I’ve been blessed in my life, and it makes me feel good to pay it 
forward. I graduated from slippery Rock University in 1987 with a degree in computer 
science and went into the corporate workforce. My company developed the website for 
the sRU Foundation, and I continue to donate when they call me. I have always felt good 
about what I received from slippery Rock University and am happy to give back. Helping 
others has become part of my mission in life, at bP studios and elsewhere. 
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