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Dear Friends,
Some things are very predictable…long, grey Slippery Rock winters, potholes in 

Pennsylvania and the anxiety each June of waiting for the state budget to pass.
As I write this, two pieces of the budget puzzle have been revealed. Gov. Corbett 

gave everyone in higher education a jolt when he proposed in March to cut the state 
appropriation to the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education by more than 
50 percent, which would have provided PASSHE with $2.5 million less than it 
received in 1983-84. 

In May, House lawmakers listened to our advocacy and heard our case for restora-
tion of much needed funding to assure a quality education at an affordable price. 
They passed their version of a proposed $27.3 billion budget. The House version 
reduces the proposed funding cut from more than 54 percent to approximately 15 
percent from the current fiscal year. At this writing, the Senate is now considering its 
own recommendations. The final bill will be negotiated with the new administration 
and the final decision will be made prior to your reading this.

Although the budget decisions will have been made and we will have executed our 
strategic response to establishing a balanced budget, one vital lesson will have been 
learned that we will take forward: We will have demonstrated that ROCK Nation 
can be a vital advocacy effort for the University.

Students, faculty, staff, alumni, donors and friends who joined ROCK Nation to 
advocate on the University’s behalf really helped us in our efforts. Individually and col-
lectively they wrote and called their legislators, they wrote letters to the editor of their 
local papers and several made the trip to Harrisburg to meet personally with legislators. 

Our advocacy efforts helped to focus and inform discussions in Harrisburg. And, 
because we presented facts and not frantic threats, elected officials were willing to 
listen as we talked about the important economic and social contributions SRU and 
its sister PASSHE institutions make to Pennsylvania.

We have proven ROCK Nation has tremendous potential to help the University, but 
its continued success is dependent upon people like you being willing to step forward 
and join the movement. If you’ve not already done so, please go to the SRU homepage, 
www.sru.edu and than click on the ROCK Nation icon under featured sites, to learn 
how you can get involved. We have ambitions for our ROCK Nation advocates to be 
involved in numerous other ways to help us continue to build a great University. 

The story of SRU is a story of people achieving their dreams. In this edition of 
The ROCK magazine you’ll meet several young women who are carving out careers 
in science and two men who have helped to orchestrate 40-plus years of technologi-
cal change at the University. Enjoy their stories.

Best wishes,

Robert Smith, president
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Sara Elling, a May biology and exercise science graduate, 
becomes familiar with a leopard gecko lizard owned by 
Andrew Jeffries, a marketing major from Harmony. Elling is 
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Dear Readers:
Like all Slippery Rock University undergraduates, 

I was required to take science courses as part of my 
graduation requirements even though I majored in 
English. Back when I was struggling through them, 
men taught all of my science courses. In this edition 
of The ROCK, you will learn how far the University 
has progressed regarding gender inclusiveness in 
science and how the presence of women enriches 
science on campus and in the professional ranks. 

Not only do women teach hard sciences, wom-
en account for 65 percent of students enrolled in a 
College of Health, Environment and Science major. 
You will read about young women who majored in 
biology, chemistry and the environment and how 
they’ve leveraged those degrees and been ac-
cepted into medical school and a doctoral program 
at Oxford University.

SRU’s strategic plan, “Reaching for 2025 and 
Beyond,” describes how the nation’s future depends 
on maintaining global leadership in STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and mathematics) 
education. Helen Sobehart, ’72, has accepted that 
challenge by leading a Pittsburgh-based association 
that works to improve STEM teaching and learning 
at the elementary and middle school level. 

You will also read about two men who have led 
SRU’s 40-year effort to keep up with technology. 
From “big red” to “banner,” they’ve been the 
wizards keeping everything moving forward.

I appreciate your letters, e-mails and telephone 
calls about The ROCK. It’s always great to hear 
from you.

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
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University Vision Statement 
Slippery Rock University will excel as a caring community 
of lifelong learners connecting with the world.

Slippery Rock University is a member  
of the Pennsylvania State System  

of higher Education
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‘Reaching for 2025 and Beyond’ 
Slippery Rock University provides the strategy 

for preparing graduates for leadership roles in a 
global economy in its “Reaching for 2025 and 
Beyond” strategic plan. The plan examines the 
global trends expected to have the greatest impact 
on transforming the world, and addresses how the 
University will develop globally competent gradu-
ates that will have the knowledge, skills and com-
mitment to respond to those challenges. 

The perspectives are contemporary, futuristic, 
national and international. Trends addressed 
in the report include demographic and populations changes; expanding capacity 
to address science, technology, engineering and mathematics leadership; cultural 
awareness; educational access and sustainability. 

Robert Smith, University president, said the plan is rooted in the University’s 
commitment to excellence, civility, integrity, diversity and accountability. “It 
reflects SRU’s mission to provide high quality undergraduate and graduate aca-
demic instruction and our vision of creating a caring community of lifelong  
learners connecting with the world,” he said. The plan may be viewed at  
http://www.sru.edu/president/strategicplanning/Pages/HigherEducationin2025.aspx

President Smith  
announces retirement

SRU President 
Robert Smith, 
architect 
of SRU’s 
renaissance, 
announced his 
intent to retire 
in January 2012 
and relocate to 
Franklin, Tenn.  

“Serving as 
your president has been an extraordinary 
personal privilege and the most reward-
ing experience of my professional life,” 
he said. “Thank you for allowing me to 
travel along with you.” 

Speaking at a luncheon honoring SRU 
employees in May, Smith said he is con-
fident SRU will do well in the years to 
come and credited staff for making SRU 
one of the best institutions in the United 
States. “You’re the reason for our suc-
cess,” he said.  

Smith joined SRU as provost in 1999, 
was named interim president in 2002, 
and then the 15th president of SRU 
in 2004. He spearheaded enrollment 
growth, academic program enhancements 
and more than $250 million in facility 
renovation and new construction. 

Advocates flock to  
‘ROCK Nation’ 

“ROCK Nation,” a new Web site 
for SRU advocates, is up and running. 
The advocacy site, which is linked to 
Facebook, gives alumni and other sup-
porters a site where they can communi-
cate their support for the University.  

Membership is  
open to anyone 
interested in 
helping to share 
SRU’s story. SRU leaders hope par-
ticipants will use Rock Nation to share 
concerns about higher education with 
elected officials, businesses, community 
groups and government leaders. 

Louis Bouselli, an information sys-
tems major from Scranton, and Nikki 
VanDyke, a communication major from 
Indiana, handled much of the work in 
establishing the Web site. “I provided 
the computer side expertise and Nikki 
provided the communication aspects,” 
Bouselli said.  

To find Rock Nation, go to the SRU 
homepage at SRU.edu and click on the 
Rock Nation icon under the featured 
sites section.

‘Diversity and Democracy’ 
series enlightens campus

Rohan Murphy, who lost both his  
legs at age 4, doesn’t shrink from any 
challenge. In fact, his mantra is “No legs, 
no problem.” 

Murphy, a New York-based motiva-
tional speaker, brought his unique mes-
sage to SRU as part of the University’s 
“Diversity and Democracy” program. 
Murphy spoke about overcoming 
obstacles and then invited two students 
from the crowd of nearly 6,000 to come 
forward for a mock wresting match.  
“I accept my disability as a gift,” 
Murphy said. 

SRU’s program included nearly 30 
lectures, workshops and presentations. 
Experts covered topics such as physical 
and mental disabilities, gay and trans-
gender advocacy, racial identity, reli-
gious tolerance, AIDS/HIV and words 
that hurt.  

Jessamine Montero, SRU’s senior  
officer for diversity and inclusion, orga-
nized the program.New deans take reins

Kathleen Strickland, 
former interim 
dean of SRU’s 
College of 
Education, has 
been named dean 
of the college and 
Kurt Schimmel, 
former associ-
ate dean of the 
School of Business 
at Robert Morris University, has been 
named dean of SRU’s College of Business, 
Information and Social Sciences. 

Strickland joined the SRU faculty in 
1988 as an instructor in the curriculum 
and instruction department. She trans-
ferred to the English department in 2003 
and was named interim dean in 2009. 

Schimmel received his doctor of busi-
ness administration from Cleveland 
State University and his masters of 
business administration with marketing 
and management concentrations from 
Duquesne University. 

“Dr. Schimmel is a terrific addition to 
our University,” said William Williams, 
provost and vice president for academic 
affairs. “I have every confidence that he 
is ready to lead our College of Business, 
Information and Social Sciences. 
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New police chief, safety director, boost security
Michael Simmons, Slippery Rock University’s new police chief, and Paul Novak, new 

director of health and safety, bring an additional level of expertise to campus security. 
Both men started spring semester and wasted little time in making their presence felt. 

Simmons began a “Stop, Walk and Talk” initiative that fosters more interaction 
between patrol officers and students, faculty and local residents. Police officers now stop 
and chat with someone during each shift. 

He joined SRU after serving as director of security at the Community College of 
Allegheny County. Simmons received his master’s degree in administration and justice 
from Point Park University. SRU’s 20-member Police Department operates 24/7. 

Since taking over the health and safety operation, Novak has increased safety-training 
opportunities, reviewed risk management areas and completed a safety inventory of fire 
extinguishers and defibrillators.  

Before joining SRU, Novak spent 13 years in the department of environmental and 
occupational health and safety at Youngstown State University. He received his master’s 
degree in public health from Northeastern Ohio University’s College of Medicine.

Exercise is medicine earns national accolades 
Slippery Rock University launched the most comprehensive “Exercise is 

Medicine” initiative in the country in 2011, according to the American College 
of Sports Medicine. The Rock won the ACSM’s inaugural “Exercise is Medicine 
Active U Challenge,” beating out the University of Michigan, the University of 
Colorado and the University of Louisiana for the honor. 

The ACSM judging committee selected SRU because SRU’s program, “showed 
the most creativity, sustainability and best utilized the Exercise is Medicine princi-
pal for making physical activity an integral part of health care and daily life.” 

Exercise is Medicine argues that regular physical activity is medicine and helps 
prevent and treat human diseases such as diabetes, hypertension and depression. 
SRU launched its program in April.

it’s true, no flue
Weisenfluh Dining Hall, a presence 

on campus since 1961, went out in style 
recently during a “Farewell to the Flu” 
program, but the shutdown isn’t perma-
nent. Weisenfluh will undergo a complete 
renovation including a new entrance, new 
food stations and the addition of a coffee 
shop by the time it re-opens in January 
2012. Students participated in a number 
of fun activities to mark the event.

All roads lead to The Rock 
Slippery Rock is indeed the town and 

university known around the world. 
Eric Viveros, an Army soldier serving in 
Afghanistan, recently posted this pho-
tograph online for his cousin, Alejandra 
McFern, an assistant director of SRU 
admissions. Note that several U.S. desti-
nations are referenced, but Slippery Rock 
is at the top – Rock pride worldwide.

Simmons Novak
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Students make clean sweep
More than 300 

students got up early 
on a Saturday to col-
lect 40 bags of trash as 
part of a community 
service effort to keep 
the campus clean while keeping plastics 
and trash out of landfills.  

Students also powered up for 
RecyleMania, a national program that 
encourages students to reduce, reuse and 
recycle on-campus waste. Students col-
lected bottles, plastics and paper products 
in residence halls.  

This year, RecycleMania included a 
new twist. The recyclables were bagged 
and displayed in front of the Physical 
Therapy Building to make an impression.

holocaust researcher displays pictorial reminder
Joseph White, a researcher at the U.S. Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C., 

displayed more than 100 Nazi photographs during the University’s annual Holocaust 
Remembrance Program. More than 650 students, faculty and staff attended his  
“Not Just Nazi’s at Play” pre-
sentation in Miller Auditorium. 

Karl Hocker, a commander 
at the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration campus, took the 
black and white photographs 
in 1944, but they were only 
recently discovered and released 
for public viewing. The pictures 
show Nazi leaders and their 
friends at play, in stark contrast 
to their military lives.

SRU earns safe campus honors
A study by the Daily Beast, a national online news and information Web site, has 

affirmed what students already know: SRU is one of the nation’s safest campus. The 
Daily Beast included SRU in its list of the 50 safest campuses for the second consecutive 
year. SRU placed No. 34. 

“I am pleased that Slippery Rock University has been cited for its continuing 
improvement to campus safety,” said Robert Smith, University president. “We  
provide a host of security measures, including a fulltime, fully credentialed police 
force, late-night safety escort services, emergency phones, text-message alerts  
and a high-tech, two-way alert system, to deter crime and respond quickly to any 
emergency.” 

The Daily Beast ranked colleges with residential facilities and at least 6,000 
enrolled students. 

Smith, Levy, Jack earn 
President’s awards

Kimberly Smith, assistant professor of 
exercise and rehabilitative sciences, was 
awarded the 2011 Presidents Award for 
Teaching Excellence. Smith, an SRU 
graduate, was honored for innovative 
classroom practices and helping to launch 
a 10,000-step walking program on cam-
pus. She joined SRU in 2006. 

Alan Levy, professor of history, 
received the President’s Award for 
Scholarly and Creative Achievement for 
his book about boxer Floyd Patterson. 

Kathleen Jack, executive assistant in 
the Office of University Advancement, 
received the President’s Award for 
Outstanding Service. 

All three were recognized at the Spring 
Academic Assembly.

Student art brightens Carruth Rizza hall
Colorful vases, plates and a paper mache dog have added pizzazz to Carruth Rizza Hall. 

SRU art majors created the originals to complement the Buddy Carruth Fountain in the 
lobby. A spring dedication drew more 
than 75 people to the lobby. 

The art symbolizes the eight foreign 
languages taught at SRU – Arabic, 
Chinese, French, German, Japanese, 
Korean, Russian and Spanish. Art fac-
ulty and art 
majors chose 
the pieces. 
Heather 
Hertel, assis-
tant profes-
sor of art, 
organized 
the project.
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’72 graduate pens insider view of Wall Street 
The recent financial meltdown prompted Stan Dziedzic, a 

1972 SRU graduate, to write a book examining the inner work-
ings of Lehman Brothers Holdings, the New York City invest-
ment bank that declared bankruptcy in 2008. 

Dziedzic, a former wrestler and Wall Street banker, said 
“Lehman Brothers’ Dance with Delusion” shows that Lehman 
senior management ignored the lessons from previous market 
crashes, leading to the company’s collapse. 

“In the end, I review how Wall Street and Lehman – intoxicated with their own 
greatness and paralyzed by hope – failed to imagine what lay in wait,” Dziedzic said. 
“As financial regulations still remain incomplete, the book is not a diagnosis; rather 
it is a synopsis of intertwined anecdotes that weaves an unpredictable tale of how 
Lehman and Wall Street failed to distinguish its own delusion and went awry.”

The book, published by Create Space, is available at Amazon.com.

Alumna offers research pointers for Internet users
Susan Ketcham, a 1978 SRU graduate, has co-authored “Digital 

Collections Worldwide.” The book explores the digitization of 
library, organization and museum collections and gives researchers 
pointers for taking full advantage of what the Web has to offer.

Instead of searching Google for hours, Ketcham said users 
could easily find pertinent information about digital collections 
and access them immediately. Each chapter overviews digital 
collections relevant to continents and provides separate sections 
for individual nations, including the U.S. 

Ketcham, who received her bachelor’s in education and library science from SRU, 
is a professor and reference librarian at Long Island University/Brentwood.

The book, published by Neal-Schuman Publishers, is available at Amazon.com.

Alumna pens book about fitness and autism
Suzanne Moore Gray, a 1978 graduate and owner of  

Right Fit Sport Fitness Wellness, completed the book,  
“101 Fitness Activities and Games for Youth with Autism,” 
published by Healthy Learning. Her Raise the Bar Physical 
Fitness Program was awarded the coveted “Best of the Best” 
children’s fitness program by Club Industry. The book is 
available at Amazon.com.

’92 graduate shares his stories
James Curtiss, a 1992 SRU graduate, has published two 

books based on his years in Europe. Curtiss has cobbled 
together a book of his previously published articles and titled 
it “Stories from Elsewhere.” He has also written a novel 
titled “Every Thing Counts,” which takes place in the Czech 
Republic, Germany and the U.S. Both books are available on 
Amazon.com and other online retailers. 

#5154   6-2011

Numbers

University

248
The number of students participating in an  
academic spring semester study-abroad pro-
gram. Students studied in Italy, France, Ireland, 
Costa Rica and the Bahamas.

600
The number of people attending the second  
bi-annual Autism Awareness Conference  
sponsored by SRU’s College of Education.

1,602
The number of unique students who received 
counseling services during the academic year, 
a 16.76 percent increase compared to the prior 
academic year.

5,000
The number of students participating in a  
University Program Board event during the  
2011 spring semester.

8,857
The number of Outdoor Adventures Program 
participants during the 2010-11 academic year.

18,591
Travel savings in dollars year to date through 
April 2011.

24,155
Dollars raised to date by the 2010-11 College 
Campaign phonation, a 12.22 percent increase 
compared to 2009-10.

52,000
The dollar value of tickets sold through the  
University Union Information desk during the 
2010-11 academic year.

1,528,012
The value, in dollars, of gifts received for  
FY 2010-11 as of March 31, 2011.

18,035,147
The combined total value, in dollars, of the SRU 
Foundation, Inc. and SRU Alumni Association 
endowments.

153,990,499
The asset value of the SRU Foundation, Inc.  
(including traditional operations and the  
Residence Suites) as of March 31, 2011.

rock solid education

QR Code provides fast  
link to Web site

You may have noticed squares with seem-
ingly random black-and-white patterns 
recently on your bills, magazine advertise-
ments and even SRU enrollment and sports 
publications and wondered what they were. 
Are they some sort of government tracking 
device or ink smudges? No. The bar codes are 
a technology many organizations, including 
SRU, are using to connect people with each 
other and to multimedia digital content.

The squares, called QR (Quick 
Response) Code, are a 2-D barcode that 
can be scanned by a smart phone’s camera 
to direct the viewer to a Web site, make 
a phone call, deliver a vCard or more, 
according to Fast Company magazine. 

The University was an early adopter of 
the new technology and began using the 
codes last fall. 
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Technology changes  
how University operates

“One of the best features (of Banner) is it is available 24-7. 
Students drop and add courses all night,” Miller said. “Now each 
student in the networking class in Advanced Technology and 
Science Hall has three computers in use for the class – a personal 
computer, a network server and another computer which may be 
an Internet server.”

Miller, one of SRU’s who’s who of information engineering, joined 
the University in 1969 – the same year Apollo 11 touched down 
on the moon. Miller has always been a computer enthusiast, a true 
believer when few others were eager to jump on the technology train.

“When I started working here in 1969, I knew computers 
would change how everything was done,” Miller said. 

Hensler said the power surge has been startling. “A cell phone 
has much more power than we had in our first computer. It’s 
been a learning process all these years. I would say 50 percent of 
my time was studying new things my whole career.”

“Big red” 
The era of mainframes dawned with the Age of Aquarius, in 

1968. SRU purchased an IBM 360, a red computer that took up 
an entire classroom in Spotts World Culture Building. No stu-
dents used it; booting up in those days meant lacing up football 
cleats or ice skates. 

Larger than a VW Beatle, the 360 paled in processing power in 
comparison to today’s units. Hensler said the 360 possessed 32K 

of memory, equaling 32,767 bytes (characters). Today’s comput-
ers calculate memory in megabytes (1 million bytes) and gigabytes 
(1 billion bytes). A typical personal computer today contains 2 
gigabytes of memory, Hensler said. The new Banner system har-
bors 430 gigabytes of memory. 

SRU used the IBM 360 for registration, student billing, grade 
reporting and transcripts, although students would find program-
ming cumbersome by today’s standards. 

“Back then we wrote our programs in IBM cards,” Miller said. 
“When you wanted to write a program, you wrote it on a coding 
sheet. And then the key punch operator would key punch it in 
the cards. You’d take a deck of cards and run the cards through 
the computer, and that’s how you wrote the program.” 

Some students took advantage of the punch card registration 
system, which involved obtaining a punch card from a professor 
and then handing the card to the registrar. 

Along time ago (1963 to be exact), in a lab that no longer exists, 
a young Francis (Fran) Hensler logs on as part of the Slippery 
Rock University computing staff. 

Hensler, with a freshly-minted degree from Florence Utt 
Business Schools and a tenuous grasp what a computer opera-
tor does, has been hired to supervise the University’s new IBM 
punch card tabulating equipment and a data processing unit in 
the conference room of Old Main.

Just 21 and dressed in button-down corporate, one of Hensler’s 
initial tasks is to relocate the punch card machines to Morrow 
Field House for SRU’s first class registration using rudimentary 
computer equipment.

“There were only 1,599 students then,” Hensler, SRU’s long-
time software support specialist, said. “All the professors would sit 
around with punch cards, and there was a card for each seat for 
each class. A student would go to the professor and say, ‘I would 
like a card for English 101.’ The professor would give the student 
a card. If there were no cards, the class was full.

“It took three days to register everyone,” he said.
Higher education has changed in many ways since John F. 

Kennedy occupied the White House, especially in the application 
and processing power of computers. From behemoths that occu-
pied an entire room and needed two minutes to process a regis-
tration to supercomputers that process 1,000 trillion calculations 
per second, it has been a remarkable trajectory, one that Hensler 

and his colleague Carl Miller, director of administrative informa-
tion and technology, have helped the University to navigate. 

Hensler and Miller helped SRU achieve a computer mile-
stone this spring with the successful launch of the University’s 
$4.6-million student-information system –the Banner Unified 
Digital Campus. Banner is the world’s most widely used col-
legiate administrative suite of student, financial aid and finance 
systems. It is a tightly integrated suite of scalable, enterprisewide 
applications on a single database. The system facilitates online 
registration and generates instant reports for academic records, 
enrollment services and financial aid. It helps the University of 
more than 8,800 students anticipate trends and improve student 
learning. It helps students by providing consistent and integrated 
systems and data. 

More than 135,000 student records and 3 million archives had 
to be migrated from the old legacy system to Banner. 
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“Of course some students did not like some of the instructors so 
after the student walked away from the instructor, they would just 
drop that class card on the floor,” Miller said. “Students that showed 
up late would pick up cards from the floor and build a schedule.”

Online registration
In 1971, with the counterculture movement in full swing, reg-

istrar Joseph Marks issued a difficult challenge: Introduce online 
student registration by fall 1972. With a handful of new online ter-
minals on campus, Marks assigned the design task to Hensler and 
Emil Maurer, who wrote the program in basic assembler language 
(machine code). At that time, all online programs had to be written 
in BAL and punched into cards – a slow and tedious process.

“We only had six terminals on campus, so all six terminals were 
moved down to the Student Union,” Hensler said. “The termi-
nals in the Student Union were connected by a single telephone 
wire to the mainframe computer.” 

The first online registration nearly flopped. “The big problem 
with the 1972 registration was that we made a bad estimate of how 
many students we could register per hour. When 9 a.m. came, 
most of the 8 a.m. students were still being registered,” Hensler 
said. “And it just got worse through the day. I don’t know what 
time it was when the last student was registered, probably after 8 
p.m. Carl worked until 3 a.m. trying to speed up R012 (the main-
frame) and he was back on the job at 8 a.m. The terminal operators 
really had it tough. The students were pressing closer and closer to 
them and I remember trying to push them back.” 

Still, the program Hensler designed in 1972, RO12, was used 
for the University’s summer 2011 registration, although many 
additions have been made to it. It was adapted for telephone use 

(RockTalk) and 
later for online 
registration via the 
Internet. 

“It is a great 
testimony to the 
quality of our 
programming that 
many programs 

were used for more than 40 years, right up until the cut over to 
Banner,” Hensler said. 

“The program is older than many of you reading this article,” 
Miller said.

Like anyone who has stayed with the same employer for many 
years, Hensler and Miller have their share of “stories.” Both 
recalled a near-emergency computer shutdown in the ’70s that 
was caused by someone outside of programming. 

“One afternoon all the terminals stopped working, and we 
couldn’t find the problem in the University Union so we headed 
for Maltby to see if there was a problem with the mainframe,” 
Hensler said. “As we approached Maltby, we saw an open man 
hole. We were curious about what was going on down there. One 
of us – almost jokingly – asked if the man had cut any wire and 
the answer was yes.”

They reconnected the wires. “In about an hour everything was 
back to normal, but we were way behind schedule with many stu-
dents anxiously waiting to be registered,” Hensler said.

Back when Hensler and Miller started working at SRU, 
only a few SRU students took computer courses. They studied 
FORTRAN, the first high-level programming language that 
allowed for the easy translation of math formulas into code. 

By the mid 1970s, personal computers were in production, 

although most college students still used typewriters for writing 
assignments. Bill Gates introduced the Altair Computer in 1975. 
Microsoft began marketing the computer in kit form a year later, 
selling it by mail order through advertisements in Popular Electronics 
and other hobbyist magazines. Retail stores began selling PCs in 
1977, while IBM entered the fray in 1982 by introducing a PC. 

SRU enters the world of PCs
Computers took off in the 1980s and especially 1990s, nation-

ally and at SRU. Atari registered the first two computer games, 
“Asteroids” and “Lunar Lander” in 1980. The WordPerfect 1.0 
word processing program came out in 1982. Although computers 
were still largely insider’s technology, Time Magazine named the 
computer its “Man of the Year” in 1982. Apple introduced the 
Mac Plus in 1986, selling it for $2,600. 

SRU, ahead of the curve, bought four personal computers in 1980, 
setting them up in the president’s office and vice president’s office. 

“There was a big learning curve about how to use them,” Miller 
recalled. “The only two pieces of software were spreadsheets and 
word processing. I remember talking to the ladies over in the vice 
president’s office because it was a priority office. I knew a little 
wee bit about word processing so I showed them how to type 

Fran Hensler

“ it is a great testimony to the  
quality of our programming that 
many programs were used for 
more than 40 years, right up until 
the cut over to Banner.” 

– Fran Hensler 
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something in and print it out on a piece of paper. They said they 
were never going to learn how to do that. A couple weeks later I 
went back and they weren’t having any problems.” 

Miller said the backspace key on the personal computer was 
the “greatest thing ever invented.” Before backspace, users had to 
retype a whole page when making corrections. “In a few years all 
faculty and most clerical staff had a personal computer on their 
desk connected to the mainframe,” he said.

As the University more fully realized computers’ potential for 
student learning, student computer labs opened. The Rocket news-
paper switched from the cut-and-paste design method to computer 
pagination in fall 1988. Computer science became a popular major. 

Peek into residence hall rooms, homes or offices today and you 
will see users drowning in a sea of e-mails, tweets or Facebook 
posts, a social phenomenon that grew out of the Internet. When 

SRU introduced e-mail in the early 1990s and connected to the 
Internet in 1991, students increased their computer use so much 
it nearly crashed the system.

“It just about killed the mainframe because e-mail was so popu-
lar with students,” Hensler said. “It overloaded the system, so that 
was one of the first things that was off loaded onto servers.”

Miller said it was possible by the mid 1990s to connect phone 
lines to the mainframe and program a system so it could auto-
matically enter information from a phone keypad to a computer 
terminal screen. “We added this to student registration and called 
in RockTalk,” he said.

In 2000, SRU had learned enough about the Internet to 
connect it to the system registration. “The Internet version of 
RockTalk was faster to use since you could see the message 
instead of waiting for the voice to say the message,” Miller said.

Banner offers new opportunities
Like other outdated computer programs, RockTalk will disap-

pear down the dot.com memory hole and be turned off by the 
end of summer. All of the information from the old IBM main-
frame will be migrated to Banner by the time the fall term begins, 
Miller said. 

2
0
11

Banner helps address the needs of today’s learners, servicing them 
with systems and information that is relevant to them. This allows 
faculty to better assist students by providing increased automation 
and efficiency. Further, Banner deploys a set of tools that enable the 
University to better 
focus its resources 
on what matters 
most by enabling 
better decision mak-
ing in the areas of 
enrollment manage-
ment, student suc-
cess and retention.

As Pennsylvania demographics change, Banner helps Slippery 
Rock University quickly see trends and adjust to meet the ever-
changing needs of students. 

Banner offers many practical advantages for students. The sys-
tem operates 24 hours a day, unlike the legacy system that func-
tioned 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. weekdays. Banner allows class searches by 
attribute type. If a student wants a night class to fulfill a liberal 
studies block, he or she searches under that designation. 

And Banner more than cuts registration time in half. Banner 
allows real-sync between Banner and the University’s D2L course 
management system. That means enrollments and course creation 
and student information that changes in Banner will happen near 
real-time in D2L. It takes 24 hours with the legacy system. 

Students who used Banner for fall class registration, say Banner 
processes registrations much faster. 

“The major benefit I found in the new system is the speed of 
the entire process,” said Chris Kite, a therapeutic recreation major 
from West Middlesex. “It usually would take me 45 minutes to 
register under the old system. Using Banner for the first time, I 
completed registration in less than 10 minutes easily. The system 
works by checking the classes meeting the requirements desig-
nated by the student.” 

Another advantage to Banner is 1,100 institutions worldwide 
use it. The old system was customized to the hilt, and was reach-
ing the end of its technological life cycle. SRU is now part of a 
global network of users.

Financial aid, like other departments, finds Banner a useful tool. 
“The new administrative computing system makes a huge impact 

on our financial aid operations on campus,” said Patty Hladio, 
director. “Our students now have access to the status of their finan-
cial aid application and awards all day, every day, which means they 
can access their information at times most convenient to them and 
to their families. In addition, we are able to automate more of the 
required processing functions related to aid administration which 
will then give us greater opportunities to provide one-on-one coun-
seling and financial aid literacy programs to our students.”

Elliott Baker, executive director of academic records and sum-
mer school, said he expects Banner to process between 10 and 
100 transactions per student by the time the fall semester begins. 
“When all is said and done, it will have processed between 70,000 
and 80,000 individual transactions,” he said. 

Without a single punch card littering the floor.

Carl Miller

Banner helps address the needs 
of today’s learners, servicing them 
with systems and information that 
is relevant to them. 
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Remember the smell of chalk; blue ink smears from carbon 
copies and Word Perfect? That’s so last century.

The modern classroom at Slippery Rock University 
is revolutionizing the delivery of education. Students are just as 
likely to view a lecture on an iPad or post on a discussion board at 
2 a.m. than to attend an 8 a.m. lecture. 

iPads, computers, smart phones, interactive whiteboards and 
a learning management system called Desire2Learn provide an 
instant interface between the classroom and cyberspace. Professors 
capture (record) their lectures, share links, post course documents 
and utilize online discussion forums to interact with students. 
E-mail and text messaging are standard communication tools. 
Technology has helped to broaden the view of where and how 
learning takes place. In today’s world, learning takes place wher-
ever you have an opportunity to discuss, think and practice the 
process of gaining new knowledge or solving a problem. It occurs 
anytime, anywhere.

Living life 
in thecloud

Modern classrooms  
integrate technology

Gone are the amphitheaters with lousy acoustics. Lecture halls are 
equipped with wireless sound systems, webcams, video projectors 
and wireless Internet. Walk into a classroom or auditorium and you 
don’t see students taking notes. You see heads buried in screens, the 
tap-tap of dozens of keyboards like rain on the roof. 

Students log on to the e-empire at times convenient to them, 
using software such as Wimba and Skype to communicate and learn 
in real time.

“When you look at what is happening in terms of technology and 
learning, it’s not a hardware thing anymore. It’s about software,” said 
Brian Danielson, SRU director for the center for excellence in teach-
ing and educational technology. “It’s about using computers, whether 
desktop, laptop, an iPad or mobile phones with software, to connect.” 

With the rise of social media, today’s students expect full-time 
access to each other and their professors, Danielson said.

“Really, when you think about what is happening, especially with 
this generation, they are so social, they are so connected,” he said. 
“They want 24-7 access, not only to content, but to their instruc-
tor, and to each other.”

Forget about carbon copy handouts. Professors deliver dynamic 
lessons, write notes in digital ink and save their work in seconds by 
using whiteboards. 

“They basically just touch screen monitors to show whatever 
they have called up on the computer,” Danielson said. “And they 
can draw and write and do math problems in real time and project 
them on a screen.” 
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Danielson said many professors tape lectures at Bailey Library, 
which houses the University’s teaching and educational technol-
ogy center, and post them online.

“Instead of having to go to the classroom and lecture for 20 
minutes, faculty pre-record a lecture one time and save it on 
the Internet and then they make that the homework,” he said. 
“Students can watch 50 times if they want. If they didn’t get 
something, they don’t have to worry about going through their 
notes. They can just watch the lecture.”

The software gives students practical advantages. If they lose a 
course syllabus, they just go online and print out a copy, for example.

Even departments such as physical education have embraced 
the modern classroom. 
Physical education 
recently purchased 48 
iPads for use in classes 
because “they are quickly 
becoming a very valu-
able teaching tool in our 
discipline,” said Joanne 
Leight, associate professor 
of physical education. 

She said the iPad has replaced the traditional clipboard and 
offers an incredible number of resources. They enable educators 
to take pictures and videos of students performing skills and then 
permit instant feedback when played back on the device.

The iPad permits the storage of hundreds of songs for use in 
fitness activities, station work, dance lessons and numerous other 
applications, she said. 

The iPad is small and compact and can be used in all of the 

various environments that professors use in physical education 
such as the gymnasium, swimming pool, fitness center and out-
doors, she said. 

All paperwork – emergency contacts, medical information, stu-
dent photos, grade book, attendance, lesson plans, rubrics – can 
be stored on the iPad for use in any class setting, Leight said. 

“There are also thousands of applications, many which are 
free, that can be downloaded and used in health and physical 
education,” she said. “Since the iPad is ideal for our discipline, it 
is imperative that our students learn how to use them and imple-
ment them into the classroom.”

Students in the hard sciences as well as humanities benefit from 
the campus connections, too. 
Vincent Science Center, recently 
remodeled, includes 29 white-
boards, 29 Prometheus units, 12 
document cameras and building-
wide wireless. 

The art department offers 
computers for graphic design, and 
dance and music majors study 
professionals’ work online and 

incorporate video clips into their performances.
Many alumni might not recognize the new classroom, but the 

changes are here to stay. 
“There has been a paradigm change,” Danielson said. 

“Professors are still the experts, but the software and technology 
makes the information they are presenting to students so much 
more valid and accurate. The Desire2Learn learning management 
system and other developments are just part of the culture now.”

In today’s world, learning takes place 
wherever you have an opportunity to  
discuss, think and practice the process  
of gaining new knowledge or solving a 
problem. It occurs anytime, anywhere.
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Women scientists 
Women account for 65 percent of the 2,858  

students enrolled in College of health, Environment 
and Science programs at Slippery Rock University.

14      The ROCK      Spring 2011
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S

TAKE COMMAND

successfully completed a rigorous area of study and continue to 
contribute to society and science and impact future scientists.” 

SRU employs seven women professors in geography, geology 
and the environment, four in chemistry, four in mathematics, 
three in computer science and eight in exercise and rehabilita-
tive sciences. Susan Hannam is dean of the college. Wendy 
Stuhldreher, the assistant to the dean, teaches health. Women 
chair the academic departments of physical therapy, computer 
science, nursing and exercise and rehabilitative sciences. 

“It is very important to have strong faculty role models and men-
tors – both male and female – to encour-
age young women to enter and stay in 
the science and mathematics disciplines,” 
Hannam said. “Research shows that from 
a young age girls tend to be treated differ-
ently than boys in school when it comes 
to science and technology. Hopefully this 
trend is changing, especially as the nation 
puts a much stronger emphasis on the 
STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics) disciplines. In the short 
time that I have been dean of this college, I 
have seen two things occurring: both male 
and female science and mathematics fac-
ulty involve more women in research, and 

more women are going on to get advanced degrees in these areas.”
Two great examples, Hannam said, are Christine Lundblad, a 

May forensic chemistry graduate who was recently accepted in the 
doctoral program in organic chemistry at Oxford University in 
England, and Samantha Corvino who has decided to get a master’s 
degree in education to teach mathematics at the high school level. 

“Both of these women, along with many other successful 
female alumnae, will play important roles as models for other 
young women and as ambassadors for Slippery Rock University’s 
excellent programs,” Hannam said. 

SRU begins reaching out to young women when they’re in ele-
mentary school. The University recently hosted 300 Girl Scouts 
and Brownies for a science fair at which more than 35 current 
elementary education majors taught chemistry and physics ses-
sions designed to show that science is fun. SRU also offers physics 
open houses and a young woman’s day at The Rock to provide 
additional learning opportunities.Women scientists 

         cientific careers offer women the opportunity to contribute 
to society in many valuable ways. 

Women scientists at Slippery Rock University – faculty and 
students – are breaking new ground and contributing enumerable 
advancements. Training in biology, chemistry, environmental  
science and physics is providing students with the skills to impact 
millions of lives.

From developing new medicines, researching future energy tech-
nologies and cancer treatments to creating the next “must have” 
wellness program, it is today’s women scientists who are taking 
command and impacting our world and 
economy for the next generation. 

“There are no fields that a woman 
should not consider,” said Stacy Hrizo, 
SRU professor of biology. “While the 
number of men and women in some 
fields is still far from equal, we need 
energetic young women to enter these 
areas of study and succeed. The under-
graduates today are role models to ener-
gize the next generation of women and 
perpetuate change.”

“Reaching for 2025 and Beyond,” the 
University’s strategic plan, provides a 
blueprint for graduating students who 
have the academic training and leadership skills to make a differ-
ence in the quality of life on our planet, and addresses the United 
States declining leadership in the areas of science, technology, 
mathematics and engineering. To compete in the global arena, 
SRU encourages students to pursue careers of innovation in sci-
ence and math, nanotechnology, robotics and the high-need 
areas of health care. The University developed the Sustainable 
Enterprise Accelerator to increase the transfer of innovation and 
discovery from the University to the marketplace.

Many young women are answering the call – 1,851 of the 2,858 
students in a College of Health, Environment and Science are 
women. Faculty mentorship is key to the program’s success.

“The female faculty members of SRU provide guidance and 
mentorship to all students who pass through the classroom doors, 
but to a female student these female faculty members serve as role 
models that any individual regardless of gender can contribute to 
science,” Hrizo said. “The female faculty members of SRU have 
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Getting girls hooked on science, technology, engineering and math 
is key to increasing the number of professionals in the pipeline.

Helen Sobehart, a 1972 SRU graduate and former president of 
Cardinal Stritch University, currently heads the Pittsburgh-based 
organization Achieving Student Success Through Excellence in 
Teaching. ASSET Inc. is an education improvement nonprofit 
that supports school districts in implementing a standards-based 
science education program through teacher professional develop-
ment aligned with hands-on curriculum materials for grades K-8.

“At a time when Pennsylvania is looking to create long-lasting 
jobs, we need to focus on equipping today’s students with the 
critical-thinking and problem-solving skills that employers will 
require for tomorrow’s workplace,” she said.

According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the number 
of jobs requiring science degrees is growing at three times the 
rate of other jobs, Sobehart said. “And reports by the National 
Academies indicate that future American competitiveness in sci-
entific and technological areas is jeopardized without drastically 
improving K-12 mathematics and science education,” she said.

Sobehart, who received her bachelor’s degree in sociology from 
SRU, said SRU is right on track by mentoring students early and 
said increased funding for STEM fields should be a national pri-
ority to compete in the global marketplace. Elimination of fund-
ing for STEM would result in “unfathomable consequences” in 
the career pipeline.

“In industry, the real power and strength of a pipeline starts at 
its source. The same is true in education,” Sobehart said. “Research 
shows that student interest in STEM is sparked early – before age 
11. Over time, pipelines may encounter symptoms of deterioration, 

from dents to cracks. These defects, if left untouched, can result in 
irreparable damage.” ASSET works to identify and address those 
dents and cracks. The organization was recently recognized for 
their efforts and presented with the Catalyst for Science Education 
Award by the Carnegie Science Center.

Pioneers set standard
Assessing the impact of women scientists on history is like study-

ing the influence of black baseball players before the segregation of 
the major leagues. Women made significant contributions but their 
accomplishments are not well known because they worked outside 
the establishment. 

Hrizo cited Rosalind Franklin as a pioneer woman scientist. 
She was the x-ray crystallographer who took the images scientists 

“ It is very important to have 
strong faculty role models 
and mentors – both male 
and female – to encourage 
young women to  
enter and stay in  
the science and  
mathematics  
disciplines…” 

–  Susan Hannam,   
Dean, College of Health,  
Environment and Science
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Mars has fascinated astronomers and 
science fiction writers for decades and 

Jupiter’s giant red spot and Pluto’s cold, 
dark world intrigue many scientists. But 

Katelyn Klug, a Slippery Rock University environ-
mental geosciences major from Pittsburgh, said the 

closest planet to our solar system’s sun – Mercury – is the 
most intriguing to her. And Klug is buzzing over the constella-

tion of opportunities she has received at SRU to learn about the planet. 
Inspired by the University’s recently renovated planetarium and NASA’s 

MESSENGER mission, Klug recently completed an in-depth research project of Mercury. 
She studied the planet’s size and characteristics, the complexity of the MESSENGER’s 
engineering, and the planet’s large impact crater, called the Caloris Basin. 

“Mercury interests me the most because it is the least explored of all the planets,” 
Klug said. “Therefore, scientists still have much work to perform, along with many 
opportunities for discovery.”

Klug, who presented her findings at SRU’s annual research symposium for under-
graduates, said up until 2004 spacecraft data on Mercury had not been collected since 
NASA’s Mariner mission in 1974. 

NASA launched the MESSENGER in 2004. The vessel flew within 125 miles of 
Mercury earlier this year and will orbit the planet for a year. Klug said 125 miles might 
not sound like a close flyby, but if one considers that Mercury orbits the sun once in 
every 88 Earth days and, depending on its orbital position, is 29 to 43 million miles 
from the sun, 125 miles is very close. 

“I focused on how the MESSENGER spacecraft was engineered and the many technical 
obstacles that have been overcome,” Klug said. “I also concentrated on the new scientific 
data that has been collected by the spacecraft. By understanding this planet, scientists work-
ing with NASA will be able to better understand how our solar system came into existence.”

Klug said Mercury is the smallest and densest of the terrestrial planets and has the 
largest variation of surface temperature. Many people assume Mercury, the closest 
planet to the sun, has the hottest surface temperature, but that distinction belongs to 
Venus, the second planet from the sun. Klug said Mercury’s surface temperature reaches 
800 degrees when it faces the sun but 300 degrees zero on the opposite side. Venus 
reaches temperatures of 860 degrees. 

Klug said the Caloris Basin, one of the largest craters in the solar system, is 960 mil-
lion miles in diameter and thought to be 3 billion years old. 

Klug said she appreciates the collaboration between academic departments at SRU. 
Although she plans to attend graduate school to study marine science and oceanography 
following her December 2011 graduation, Klug said physics professors supported her 
interest in astrophysics. 

“Slippery Rock University has exposed me to many professors who are dedicated 
and love their work,” she said. “I can only hope that someday I will be as passionate for 
what I study as they are.” 

The SRU physics department offers several options of study leading to a B.S. or B.A. 
in physics as well as three pre-engineering dual degree options. New to SRU is a 3 plus 
2 engineering program with West Virginia University that enables students to receive a 
degree in physics from SRU and an engineering undergraduate degree from WVU.

Though a relatively small program, SRU physics graduates have entered prestigious 
doctoral programs at Yale, Johns Hopkins, North Carolina State and Purdue.

Mysterious planet 
Mercury attracts 
student astronomer

used to solve the structure of DNA in the 
early 1950s.

Western Pennsylvania environmentalist 
Rachel Carson, author of “Silent Spring,” 
pioneered the understanding of the harm-
ful effects of pesticides 50 year ago. Barbara 
McClintock became the first sole recipient 
of a Nobel Prize in 1983 for completing 
work that allowed scientists to understand 
how cells turn genes on or off, thus changing 
physical traits, Hrizo said. More recently, 
Elizabeth Blackburn won the Nobel Prize in 
2009 for her work on chromosome stability. 

“Blackburn has been a vocal activist to 
increase the number of women in science,” 
Hrizo said.

Equally capable 
Susan Rehorek, SRU professor of biol-

ogy, said neurological studies indicate male 
and female brains work differently but that 
doesn’t mean one gender is “smarter” or 
better suited for science. 

“We all know the traditional areas of 
males have been construction and engineer-
ing, and females teaching and nursing,” she 
said. “But what one often does not appreci-
ate is that women are just as capable as men 
in the construction/engineering field, same 
as men being able to function as teachers 
and nurses. It’s just that they have different 
ways of doing things.” 

In actuality, the systematic shift toward 
women enriches science, she said. “By 
increasing the diversity of scientists in 
terms of gender, race and nationality, the 
discipline of science is strengthened by all 
those other perspectives,” she said.

Male professors at SRU embrace gender 
inclusiveness. Patrick Burkhart, SRU profes-
sor of geography, geology and the environ-
ment, said he regularly builds gender-bal-
anced research teams. He said many women 
have participated in his research trips to The 
Badlands in South Dakota, which is a wild 
land and not for the feint, and women are 
fully involved in other endeavors. 

“When students present work through 
the Geological Society of America, young 
ladies are always encouraged to attend the 
activities of the Association of Women 
Geoscientists,” he said.

Overcoming challenges
Still, women scientists do confront chal-

lenges. These include issues and attitudes 
related to starting a family, inequities of 
pay, research funding and laboratory time.
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Sara Elling, the first person in her family to attend college, grew up in Mahaffey, where 
the closest stoplight is 20 minutes from her house. Inspired by two sisters with diabetes, 
Elling enrolled at Slippery Rock University to study biology and added a second major in 
exercise science and a minor in chemistry. She graduated Summa Cum Laude in May and 
has been accepted into the Temple University School of Medicine to become a physician.

“I feel very strongly that the best thing about science is that it can be used to help 
other people,” she said. “SRU has been an extremely positive experience for me. I 
have been challenged, stressed and confronted with obstacles, but none that were 
insurmountable. I have met peers and professors who have inspired me to be the best 
that I can be. Slippery Rock is a campus and a community full of energy. I can think 
of nowhere else that I would have rather experienced my college education.”

Elling said SRU’s biology curriculum, which provides a comprehensive understanding 
of the biological sciences and has 300 majors, helped her ace the MCAT exams. Housed in 
the newly renovated Vincent Science Center, biology offers concentrations in botany, zool-
ogy and the paramedical fields of medical technology and cytotechnology, the study of cells. 

Elling said exercise science taught her anatomy and physiology and an array of 
information about wellness, fitness and grading stress tests in a clinical setting.  

“Between the two programs, I feel I have received everything I need to be a success-
ful medical student and future physician,” Elling said. 

Elling said science excites her because it offers endless learning opportunities and is 
constantly evolving. 

“The most striking thing that I have found in my studies is how very complex life is,” 
Elling said. “Whether studying animal behavior in a biology course, human exercise adap-
tations in an exercise science course, or metabolism in a chemistry course, the sheer magni-
tude of processes that are constantly being carried out is mind boggling.” 

Elling said science needs more women because of traditional employment disparities 
between the genders in science, engineering and medicine. She suspects 

some young women want to pursue science but may be discouraged 
because they are women. She recalled a high school science teacher 
telling her class, ‘If you are a girl, you probably aren’t going to 
do well in this course.’ “What a terribly discouraging message,” 
Elling said.

Elling said science would be enriched by the presence of 
more women. “By creating a more diverse group of scien-
tists, we may be able to look at problems from different 
angles and find better solutions,” she said. “There are so 

many intelligent, creative, and strong women in the 
world today, and the field of science could definitely 
benefit from their ideas.”

Elling said she is pleased to serve as a role model for 
other budding scientists. “It is important to me that 
women are not afraid to reach for their dreams, and 
that they never feel that they can’t achieve something 
simply for being female,” she said. “For this reason, 
it is important to me that those who dream of being 
scientists realize that goal.”

She starts at Temple University Aug. 1. “I am a 
little bit nervous to be honest,” she said. “ I have 
always lived in rural areas and Philadelphia is a 

big city. I am confident I will be able to han-
dle the new challenges. As a physician, 

I will be able to use science to educate 
and improve the health of  
 my patients.”

Dual major’s dream  
leads to medical school

“One of the biggest challenges I face is 
maintaining a quality family life while still 
working in the sciences, which requires long 
lab hours, travel in the field and quiet time to 
analyze and write,” said Julie Snow, professor 
of geography, geology and the environment. 
“There are some in the field of science who 
think women cannot do both. I try to prove 
them wrong, but it is not always easy.”

Snow, an expert in climate change who 
spearheaded the development of a weather 
tower on campus that provides undergradu-
ate research opportunities, said she spent 
three months on a research trip in Oregon 
when her daughter Gabriella was under 2. 

“In order to complete my work, I left her 
and my husband at home in Rhode Island,” 
Snow said. “But these types of choices come 
up constantly as a scientist in my field. If 
my daughter had been younger and I was 
breast-feeding, I could not even have made 
the choice to go. Most men don’t face these 
same challenges.”

Snow added that many women feel pres-
sure to choose family first. “Luckily here at 
SRU, I have never felt that way,” she said. 

Unfortunately there is still a lag in pay 
scale between men and women in careers 
of all types, science included, according to 
Hrizo. This can be overcome with proper 
training in contract negotiation. 

“I attended many seminars during my 
graduate training about different negotiation 
and bargaining styles,” she said. “It has been 
shown that women and men respond differ-
ently to the stresses of salary and job negotia-
tions. However, with training that addresses 
these differences and empowers women to 
enter negotiations with confidence, there have 
been advances in addressing salary inequity.”

Enrollment disparities continue to exist in 
fields such as engineering and physics, too. 



      www.SRU.edu      19    www.SRU.edu   19 

University of Oxford  
beckons SRU graduate

Christine Lundblad, a May Slippery Rock University forensic chemistry graduate, 
sounds like a crime-scene investigator on CSI. She talks about DNA analysis and 
blood and powder identification as easily as other students talk about their summer 
jobs at the pool.

“Forensic science encompasses multiple specializations, including forensic anthro-
pology, pathology and dentistry,” she said. “Much of the work involves the analysis 
of trace evidence found at crime scenes, ranging from fingerprints to blood and sub-
stance identification.”

Lundblad, an honors graduate, is such a science talent one of the world’s most 
prestigious institutions – the University of Oxford – has accepted her into its doc-
tor of philosophy program in inorganic chemistry, which deals with the properties of 
inorganic compounds. She is moving across the pond in October and will be part of a 
team researching future energy technologies and energy processing by living cells.

“Oxford has one of the best, if not the best, chemistry department in the world, and 
I knew I would receive the best education possible if I studied there,” Lundblad said. 

Oxford is the oldest institution in the English-speaking world. While there is no clear 
date of founding, teaching existed at Oxford in some form in 1096 and developed rapidly 
from 1167, when King Henry II banned English students from attending The University 
of Paris. Students from more than 140 countries and territories study at Oxford.

The Oxford program has a one-year component leading to a master’s degree and a 
three-year component leading to a doctorate.

Lundblad began her higher education majoring in physics at Grove City College but 
transferred to SRU in 2009. “I knew physics wasn’t the right route for me, but I loved 
chemistry too and decided to declare forensic chemistry when I transferred,” she said.

She said SRU’s chemistry program prepared her well for Oxford. For two years, she 
conducted research with Donald Zapien, SRU professor of chemistry, working in the 
new labs at Advanced Technology and Science Hall. She worked with ferritin, a protein. 

“Christine was a student in eight lecture and laboratory courses with me and earned 
A’s in all of them,” Zapien said. “She works carefully and efficiently, pays attention to 
detail and her performance on the exams reflects not only a strong command of the 
material but a strong motivation to strive for excellence.”

“I visited Texas A&M University and was also accepted into its Ph.D. program, 
and I immediately could tell that I was far more prepared for graduate school than the 
majority of other students participating in the visitation weekend. I truly believe the 
education I received at SRU, combined with the research experience I now have, will 
make me an ideal candidate for a Ph.D. in chemistry,” Lundblad said.

Cheerio.

“Women are accepted in science today, 
but in physics the number of men entering 
even the bachelor of science level is dispro-
portionately high,” said Krishna Mukerjee, 
SRU professor of physics. “Between 10 
and 20 percent of women enter SRU’s pre-
engineering and physics disciplines. This 
figure clearly shows why it is important to 
have more women faculty in the sciences 
who can mentor the young women.”

Sara Elling, who graduated from SRU in 
May with degrees in biology and exercise 
science and a minor in chemistry, plans to 
become a physician. She said her under-
graduate education helped her ace the 
MCAT and prepare for medical school at 
Temple University. 

She said more women should enter the 
sciences, including medicine.

“By creating a more diverse group of sci-
entists, we may be able to look at problems 
from different angles and find better solu-
tions,” she said. “There are so many intel-
ligent, creative, and strong women in the 
world today, and the field of science could 
definitely benefit from their ideas.”

Professional women scientists say science 
is a fun and exhilarating job, but they cau-
tion about expecting an easy ride. Their 
salvo is work hard. 

“Frankly, this is a great career if you are 
smart, if you are dedicated and if you have 
extreme ambition. If you don’t, you can just 
forget it,” said Rosemary Killen, a NASA 
planetary scientist who studies the outer 
atmosphere of planets. “If you’re committed 
and you work hard, you will make it.” 

Killen, who received her doctorate from 
Rice University and specializes in the 
exospheres of Mercury and the Moon, 
said obtaining “soft money” funding for 
research, not gender discrimination, is the 
major challenge of science.

“All scientists are expected to bring in 
their funding for their research, whether at 
a university, NASA or whatever,” she said. 
“But if you work hard, the pay off is so 
exciting. It so much fun; it is just incredibly 
fun to do science.”

Killen, who has one child, said men 
should accept alternative family structures 
when it comes to childcare and household 
responsibilities. “My husband does almost 
all the cooking,” she said. When feeling 
discouraged, Killen said she glances at the 
postcard in her office that provides a rally-
ing call: ‘“Shoot for the moon. Even if you 
miss, you’ll land among the stars.’” 
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Helen Sobehart, a 1972 Slippery Rock University 
graduate and former president of Cardinal Stritch University, is 
worried. Not about her career or alma mater, but about reduced 
government funding for STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics) education. In today’s global marketplace, the 
number of jobs requiring science degrees is growing at three times 
the rate of other jobs, yet funding for STEM education is plum-
meting, Sobehart said.

She fears the result will be a lasting shortfall of American work-
ers who possess the right skills for STEM careers, which produce 
innovators that grow the economy.

“Unfathomable consequences face the career pipeline as funding 
for STEM education, especially at the elementary level, is decreased,” 
Sobehart said. “A crack through reduction in funding will slow the 
momentum – and elimination of funding at the true source could 
stop the flow entirely. No pipeline will gush if its well is dry.”

Sobehart, an award-winning educator and author who served as 
SRU’s commencement speaker in 2008, has committed the latter 
part of her career to galvanizing support for “the well” – STEM 
education. She serves as executive director of the Pittsburgh-based 
ASSET Inc., an education improvement nonprofit dedicated to 

improving teaching and learning. ASSET supports school districts 
in implementing a standards-based science education program 
through teacher professional development with hands-on curricu-
lum materials for grades K-8.

ASSET also manages “Pennsylvania’s Science: It’s Elementary” 
initiative that impacts 140 school districts, 4,000 teachers and 
150,000 students. U.S. President Barack Obama referenced the 
program in 2009 as an example of a state encouraging inquiry-
based science education, but the Pennsylvania legislature reduced 
program funding from $13.6 million in 2010 to $6.9 million in 
2011. No funding was included in the governor’s proposed bud-
get for 2012.

Sobehart said ASSET aims to spark students’ long-term inter-
est in science education, and in the wide variety of careers that 
science education opens for them. Her work complements SRU’s 
many science fairs for Girl Scouts and Brownies, physics open 
houses and chemistry days for high school students. She said 
reaching students about science when they’re young is critical.

“There are very few programs in the United States like ASSET 
that provide a systematic, statewide approach to equipping young 
students with both the content knowledge and self-belief neces-

A voice for STEM
Alumna leads charge
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sary to choose complex courses and at the secondary level, to 
succeed at them,” Sobehart said. “Research shows that student 
interest in STEM is sparked early  – before age 11.”

Sobehart, a Pittsburgh native, said she encourages young 
women to keep learning, pursue help from wise elders and to 
stand up for ethical principles. She said her own ethic of self-
belief originated with her family and SRU education. 

“My dad used to say, ‘Work to be the best you can be, and 
competition will take care of itself,’” she said. 

Sobehart received a degree in sociology from SRU as a non-
traditional student. She was enrolled when her then fiancé Joe 
returned from military service in the early 1970s. The couple 
married and relocated to Erie so he could finish an education pro-
gram at Gannon University.

Sobehart said she wasn’t sure if she would complete her degree 
at Slippery Rock. 

“Life happened, and I became pregnant, 
so I didn’t know if I would ever finish,” 
she said. “After a year with our first son, 
I started back slowly, and SRU advisers 
really worked with me to get courses I 
needed at the right time, so I finished my 
last semester over about two years in sum-
mer and weekends.”

Sobehart recalled SRU professors as car-
ing and flexible and said she involved her-
self with the Newman Center, currently the 
Rock Catholic Center. 

“We were married by the Catholic chaplain at that time, Father 
Richard Ragni. In 2008, when I had the honor to offer the com-
mencement address at spring graduation, the Newman Center 
remembered and gave me a memento at a reception in memory of 
the fact that the former chaplain married us.” 

After graduating from SRU, Sobehart received her master’s 
degree in education from Duquesne University and a doctorate in 
history from Carnegie Mellon University. 

Sobehart began her career as a special education teacher and 
advanced to positions as assistant and acting superintendent of 
the Fox Chapel Area School District. Duquesne University hired 
her to direct its doctoral program in education, and she was later 
promoted to associate vice president. 

Sobehart served as the first lay president of Cardinal Stritch 

University from 2008-2010 and assumed directorship of ASSET 
last summer. 

“I was quite happy at the university, but one of my adult sons 
developed a serious medical condition, and we were living in 
Wisconsin at the time,” she said. “We found there was a doctor in 
Pittsburgh who dealt with rare conditions such as our son’s, so we 
made the decision to move back to Pittsburgh. A happy coinci-
dence is someone sent me the ASSET posting.”

Sobehart said she plans to continue her mission of promoting 
science education in elementary schools. She said the Science: 
It’s Elementary initiative is improving students’ test scores. She 
said fourth graders outperformed their peers from demographi-
cally similar schools as measured by the Pennsylvania State 
System of Assessment.

Still, challenges remain. Although women are earning about 
the same number of college degrees as men in the U.S., they 

remain underrepresented in STEM careers. 
According to The Association for Women 
in Science, women account for 24 percent of 
the STEM workforce. The Arlington, Va.-
based organization said women face envi-
ronmental and social barriers, unconscious 
gender bias, lower salaries, fewer resources 
and less lab space on average than men.

Sobehart said she believes more Americans 
– men and women – should pursue STEM 
careers. “Our global world requires habits of 
scientific thinking to solve the many chal-

lenges our cutting-edge growth requires,” she said. “If we are going 
to contribute to our own global economy and welfare, we need 
people who have been taught these habits. Ethics is an integral part 
too – no matter the field. Social scientists are going to be equally as 
important in solving the problems the future will bring us.”

Sobehart is the recipient of numerous awards and appoint-
ments, including the Pittsburgh Council on Education’s Gold 
Star Award; The American Association of School Administrators’ 
Dr. Effie Jones Humanitarian Award, and she serves as a continu-
ing chair of Women Leading Education Across the Continents.

Sobehart edited the book “Sharing the Spirit, Fanning the 
Flame: Women Leading Education Across the Continents” and 
has been published in academic journals in the U.S., Germany, 
Switzerland, Sweden and England. 

“ 
Unfathomable consequences face the 
career pipeline as funding for STEM  
education, especially at the elementary 
level, is decreased…”

“Our global world 
requires habits of  

scientific thinking to 
solve the many  
challenges our  

cutting-edge growth 
requires…”
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physics majors from Philipsburg, Pittsburgh 
and Freedom, were intrigued by the idea 
that whenever braking occurs while riding 
a bicycle, heat energy is wasted through the 
friction. They hypothesized that any excess 
energy could be stored and then used to 
provide power when riding up hills. For ease 
of use, the group surmized they’d need an 
engine that features a universal design that 
could also be installed on any type of bicycle.

“It’s a sweet little design,” Shanks said. 
“An SRU commuter would be the ideal 
customer since you are always braking to go 
down hills or to avoid running over people. 

The engine would allow you to store the 
pressure that builds up by transferring it to 
energy for later use.”

Shank’s design uses a two-inch cylinder, 
or piston, and tank to harness compressed 
air. When braking, the cylinder compresses 
air into the tank. It reverses the air back 
into the cylinder to power the wheel while 
going up a hill. “When riders want a boost, 
they can allow compressed air to drive the 
wheel,” he said.

Shank said the cylinder engine would 
replace the rear brake. 

“The piston would make riding easier – a 
huge incentive for many people,” said Corle, 
who helped Shanks with the drawings for the 
design. “If actually built, this bike could push 
more people to ride instead of driving.”

Besides its practical application for 
cyclists, Shanks’ idea is “a perfect example 
of the student-initiated and student-man-
aged green initiatives around campus,” said 
Steven Roberts, director of SRU’s Outdoor 
Adventures and coordinator of the SRU 
Green Bike Initiative. Best of all, getting 
a little push up the hill from your bicycle 
might be impetus enough to get people to 
ride their bikes more.

“Matthew has taken something that he 
loves – bike riding – and figured out how to 
make it accessible to everyone,” Stevens said. 
“At the same time, he is doing something 

by Heidi Tyline King

if SRU’s Matthew Shanks’ design  
becomes reality, more power in the pedals 

will be coming to a bike near you.

biking 
green

Clean,

machine
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Remember the days of biking the hill by 
Boozel Dining Hall? If SRU student 

Matthew Shanks has his way, all that huff-
ing and puffing may one day be a thing 
of the past. When challenged by Krishna 
Mukherjee, assistant professor of physics, 
to conduct a research project outside class, 
Shanks hit upon the idea of designing a 
pneumatic bicycle engine that would capture 
wasted energy from braking for later use.

“It was kind of a toy at first, something 
nifty to think about – the idea of making 
my bicycle pedal for me,” said Shanks, of 
Odenton, Md., “but when I didn’t find 

anything else like it, I realized that it 
might have potential.”

If the design proves workable and is pur-
sued, it could be said someday that Shanks 
invented a clean, green bicycle machine 
that is ideal for college students, commuters 
and the elderly.

From paper to pedal
Encouraging students to put their book 

sense into practice, Mukherjee’s mandate 
is modus operandi in the physics depart-
ment. “We believe so strongly in research 
that we have established grants restricted 
to undergraduates,” Mukherjee said. “Our 
faculty is also active in including students 
in their own research and accompanying 
them to national conferences where the 
students can present their work.” Students 
are advised to participate in Research 
Experiences for Undergraduates, or intern-
ships, at various institutions.

Shanks, who has always been the tinker-
ing type, welcomed the idea of an extra 
project to include on his resume and intern-
ship applications. “It’s just that most of the 
ideas thrown out didn’t really sound fun,” 
he said. “That’s when I started thinking 
about wasted energy and my two areas of 
study–physics and athletic training.”

Shanks and his research team, Ethan 
Corle, Rachel Henderson and John Muron, 
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by Heidi Tyline King

if SRU’s Matthew Shanks’ design  
becomes reality, more power in the pedals 

will be coming to a bike near you.

biking 
green

Clean,

machine

other alterative is to obtain a patent and then 
attempt to license the idea to a larger manu-
facturer such as Schwinn, which could fund 
development, Grimm said. 

SEA assists students with the integration 
of “sustainability architecture” into the 
business plan.

“In Matthew’s case, it is not just the 
environmentally friendly aspect of the 
product that counts,” Grimm said. “If 
Matthew writes a business plan, he would 
be encouraged to think about the integ-
rity of his product  – cradle to grave – the 
energy consumption of manufacturing 

production and facilities, the use of local 
suppliers, the firm’s overall relationship to 
the community, environmentally friendly 
packaging and distribution, the treatment 
of employees including the provision of an 
excellent working environment. In 2005, 
several avid cyclers, anxious to advance the 
green movement at SRU, hatched a plan to 
provide a fleet of bikes around campus that 
anyone could ride. They repaired donated 
bikes, painted them green, then parked 
them at various locations on campus so 
that a student could take a bike and ride it 
to another location. There, another cyclist 
could grab the bike and go.

“It was a good step forward for the pro-
gram, and it encouraged students to get 
out of the car and onto a bike,” Roberts 
said. With help from grants from the 
Pittsburgh 250 Commission and the SRU 
Green Fund, the program was revamped 
so that students can check out bikes at 
Bailey Library for either three days or the 
entire semester. The group also sponsors a 
Free Commuter Bike Program that repairs 
donated bikes and gives them away to any 
student who requests one. 

“These initiatives are just two ways we 
are working to fulfill our mission of pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle through cycling,” 
Stevens said.

that is green and healthy. It is so motiva-
tional to see our students thinking in ways 
other people aren’t – and it’s exciting to 
think that our students are going to be the 
ones to effect change by moving us away 
from petroleum dependency.”

For now, Shanks and his team are satis-
fied with their initial progress in develop-
ment plans for a better bike. Securing 
funding, building a prototype and working 
out the kinks will have to be put on hold 
now. Graduation and graduate school will 
occupy most of their time over the next 
couple years.

Even so, Shanks’ mentors are eager to see 
his design become reality.

“There is a huge chasm between theory 
and execution, but if his novel idea really 
works, it would be favorable for biking in 
undulating terrain like SRU’s,” Mukherjee 
said. “Hopefully, after graduation, Matthew 
will have enough time to build a prototype 
and find out whether his dream of building 
a better bicycle can come true.” 

When the team feels ready, SRU’s 
Sustainable Enterprise Accelerator could 
provide a valuable assist in terms of busi-
ness development. The SEA encourages 
student experiential learning through 
entrepreneurship and activities involving 
established, smaller organizations, said 
Richard Grimm, SRU associate professor 
in the School of Business. 

“Matthew’s project has many attrac-
tive elements,” Grimm said. “This idea is 
innovative, green and may have a market. 
If he wants to pursue this project, we could 
assist him with the development of a high-
quality business plan.”

The first step would require a feasibil-
ity study including the examination of the 
market data and exploring the technical 
aspects of producing such a bicycle, Grimm 
said. A feasibility study determines whether 
the market for such a product exists. The 
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Vallin’s first and only full-time teaching job has been at Slippery 
Rock University. He was hired in 1992, soon after finishing his 
doctorate in mathematics at North Carolina State University. Vallin 
said he had two offers from other universities during a time of high 
unemployment for mathematicians. He liked SRU’s proximity to 
a big city, so it all added up for the young professor. He came and 
has stayed for nearly 20 years, doing much more than simply solving 
math problems along the way.

Students like him because of his humor and folksy comments 
such as mathematics being a lot more than “plug and chug,” and 
they view him as “in touch.” Vallin is on Facebook, is a stylish 
dresser, brings his child to class sometimes, and once teased a stu-
dent for wearing Crocs. 

“Dr. Vallin challenged us to use critical thinking and he always 
made us laugh in the classroom with his unique sense of humor,” 
said Jamie Gordon, a mathematics education major from Slippery 
Rock. “There wasn’t one day of lecture that would go by where I 
would not laugh in the classroom, and this made the learning envi-
ronment less stressful, thus more successful.” 

Gordon said he wishes he took more of Vallin’s courses earlier in 
her career at SRU. 

“I spent many hours in the mathematics department, and he 
would continuously come out and sit at the student table with us 
and converse with us to make sure we understood all of the material 
that was taught in class,” she said.

Brittany Stouffer, a mathematics education major from 
Bradenville, said Vallin has a natural rapport with students.

“Dr. Vallin really pushed me as a mathematician,” Stouffer said. 
“He has opened my eyes to a new way of learning, and that has 
shown me that I am capable of more than I thought. He not only 
wants his students to learn during class, but outside the classroom as 
well. He likes to build relationships with his students, which allows us 
to feel more comfortable asking questions and getting extra help.”

Mathematics always came easy for Vallin, so after high school 
he decided to continue his studies. While he wasn’t sure what he 
would do with math, he knew he was good at it. And that was 
enough for him at the time.

Growing up near Washington, D.C., Vallin went to the 
University of Maryland to major in mathematics, then went on to 
graduate work at North Carolina State earning his master’s degree 
in 1989 and his doctorate in 1991. 

Vallin said math majors fall into two categories. The first are 
students who like math well enough and want to follow in their 
favorite high school teacher’s footsteps. The second are the ones 
to whom math has always come easy. They always seem to get the 
right answers, and see math as relatively fun, but they have had no 
exposure to upper-level mathematics and complicated proofs. 

Robert Vallin’s success in the classroom may be his most important proof in 20 years 
By Amy Clingensmith Mongiovi, ’08 

The sum of all parts

Robert Vallin isn’t the kind 
of mathematics professor who 
stands in front of his classes 
with taped glasses and a half-
tucked, short-sleeved dress shirt 
with ink dripping from his 
pocket protector. He’s not the 
guy who will dryly tell students 
how theorems, algorithms and 
proofs are something they will 
“need to know someday.”

Instead, Vallin has inspired 
his students to make the study 
of mathematics a central, excit-
ing and challenging part of their 
lives. Just like he has.
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Robert Vallin’s success in the classroom may be his most important proof in 20 years 
By Amy Clingensmith Mongiovi, ’08 

The sum of all parts

Vallin said he was a little bit of both.
From the first, Vallin thought he might teach mathematics at 

the college level, not really knowing much about the wide array 
of careers the math field offered. At Maryland, Vallin was part of 
large lecture classes, sometimes 300 to 500 students in one room.

“I remember thinking, ‘That’s who I want to be. I want to be 
that person up there,’” Vallin said.

Once Vallin fulfilled his goal of landing a teaching position, he 
found that math education afforded many more academic oppor-
tunities. Vallin said he appreciates SRU’s ethic of encouraging 
scholarly growth, rather than forcing professors to conduct research 
and publish. It was that freedom to grow academically that pushed 
Vallin to expand his knowledge outside the classroom.

From there, Vallin began organizing math conferences and 
serving on committees, all to help students and others in aca-
demia become more passionate about the study of mathematics.

Vallin agrees with SRU’s strategic plan, “Reaching for 2025 and 
Beyond,” which identifies the need to maintain leadership in sci-
ence, technology and mathematics as a global challenge. The plan 
recommends that professors emphasize innovation, discovery and 
design in science and math to stay relevant. 
That’s more complicated than it sounds.

Most people understand the impor-
tance of research in medicine and science, 
but wonder what there is to discover in 
mathematics. 

A lot, Vallin said. “Math research is actu-
ally ongoing and relevant. For example, 
those who trust that their PIN will be safe 
at the ATM can thank mathematics,” he 
said. It was math research – conducted 
long before ATMs appeared on every other 
corner – that allows banks to protect PIN 
codes from would-be hackers. Involving prime numbers, the research 
dates as far back as the ancient Greeks. 

Vallin said he enjoys the aesthetics of proving things and find-
ing solutions to problems that those in the math community can’t 
solve. It’s the fluid, always-changing process of these tougher 
math problems and research in mathematics that appeals to him.

“It’s like playing a board game but changing the rules a little bit 
each time you play,” he said. “Like this time, if you roll doubles, 
you have to move that many spaces backward.”

But math isn’t Vallin’s only passion. He’s into writing, too. Vallin 
said the average math Ph.D. publishes about 6.8 papers in his career; 
Vallin has published 19, putting him in the 92nd percentile for pro-
ductivity. (Leave it to a mathematician to figure that out.) Vallin has 
written another 23 papers that are pedagogical, expository or non-

technical. In total, he has directed 11 student research projects and has 
53 presentations under his belt. 

It is Vallin’s passion for his craft that translates into a love of 
math for his students. His research shows students that there is 
more to math than solving problems. The communication aspect of 
math is just as important. “There is a very creative aspect to upper-
level math,” Vallin said. “You need to write well enough so some-
one can understand your research, otherwise it’s useless.” 

Vallin said he is well aware that some students dread, or even 
fear, mathematics classes. His advice? “Mostly it is a matter of 
encouraging hard work,” he said. “I would explain that they are no 
longer in the world of plug-and-chug problems and that spending 
10 minutes on a problem is normal, not a sign of doing poorly. I 
point out to the class as a whole that they are in a world that speaks 
a different language and just as they would not take a French class 
and expect that the teacher speak only English, we will talk about 
things using mathematical terms and symbols and that they have a 
responsibility to learn and keep up.”

In Vallin’s “Advanced Calculus” class, he also uses the Moore 
Method, or Inquiry Based Learning, to help students truly grasp upper-

level math concepts. During the course, Vallin 
gives his students lists of definitions and then 
conjectures which students must prove or dis-
prove. Students then present their work at the 
board, and their peers critique the work. 

“Students are graded not only on their 
answers, but how they present the solution,” 
Vallin said, allowing students to break out of 
the stereotype of the nerdy math genius holed 
up in a windowless office, bent over the lat-
est proof. Instead, they become social, savvy 
communicators who interact with others to 
make the most of their work. 

Vallin did take some time away from the classroom during a three-
year absence to serve at the Mathematical Association of America, 
the world’s largest organization devoted to the profession of math. 
Headquartered in D.C., the MAA is more than 27,000 members 
strong. Vallin worked as the Associate Director of Student program-
ming (a position he originated) and met wife Jackie there. They have 
2-year-old twins, Sean and Sophie, Vallin is also dad to Micah, 15, 
Jessica, 13 and Rachel, 10.

Now back at SRU, Vallin’s students find jobs as math teachers, 
actuaries and even with the Pennsylvania Gaming Commission, 
figuring out probabilities and making predictions on the outcome of 
certain games of chance. Some math majors also couple their studies 
with other disciplines, such as physics, chemistry, finance or econom-
ics – rounding them out even further for real-world application.

“ Dr. Vallin really pushed me 
as a mathematician. He has 
opened my eyes to a new way 
of learning, and that has 
shown me that I am capable 
of more than I thought.”

– Brittany Stouffer 
mathematics education major
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W           hen Corey Schiebel of McQueeney, Texas, decided as 
a high school student he wanted to study safety management in 
college, he conducted a national search for a great program. He 
enrolled in SRU’s safety management program, which has doubled 
in size over the past 10 years and whose graduates are in position 
to command starting salaries approaching $100,000 a year.

“It’s not unheard of for our students to come out and start 
at anywhere between $40,000 and $90,000 a year,” said Terry 
Lonchena, SRU instructor of safety management.

What sets SRU’s program apart and gives graduates an employ-
ment edge is the extensive, hands-on training opportunities it 
provides. Lonchena, who graduated from SRU’s program in 1995, 
recently arranged to bring a LifeFlight helicopter and its emer-
gency crew to campus in order to expose safety majors to sophisti-
cated helicopter emergency operations. 

The helicopter appeared like a balloon coming out of a cloud, 
descended and landed on Blasé Scarnati Marching Band Field. 
Students encircled the flight nurses like they were baseball stars, 
asking questions about how fast the helicopter flies, where crews 
respond to emergencies and whether family members fly onboard 
the helicopter during trauma cases.

Flight nurses Tom Bunney and Scott Garing said the Sikorsky 
S-76 Helicopter, designed for high-speed transport and based 
at the Butler County Airport, flies up to 168 miles per hour. 

From the Dean:
The Safety Management Program is a real star at SRU. It has led the 

nation in important categories such as undergraduate scholarships and 
job placement. Faculty do an excellent job of combining the theory with 
practical, hands-on learning. I am aware of some exciting plans they have 
to renovate the teaching spaces in their building that will make the pro-
gram even more dynamic and student enriching.

 – David Valentine

It responds to emergencies within 130 miles of Pittsburgh, in 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio. 

“I thought it was amazing,” said John Connor, a safety manage-
ment major from Prospect. “We learned the broad spectrum of 
what LifeFlight can do, where the territory is and how dispatchers 
keep track of them. All of us were overwhelmed.”

SRU’s 63-credit safety major prepares graduates for entry to mid-
level safety positions in health care, manufacturing, chemical waste 
management, risk control, security, insurance, higher education 
and government, among other areas. Students take courses such 
as “Hazardous Materials and Waste Management,” “Principles of 
Industrial Hygiene,” and “Construction Safety.”

Other graduates find employment as health and safety scientists, 
environmental managers, regional safety coordinators and insurance 
compliance officers. “The program touches almost every aspect of 
the safety profession, whether in construction, safety, security of 
motor fleet vehicles or industrial hygiene,” Lonchena said. 

Safety management 
career prospects soar

SAFETY FIRST: A LifeFlight helicopter and emergency crew came to cam-
pus recently to give safety management majors hands-on training. 
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C
ollege of Education

From the Dean:
It is important for departments in the College of Education to work 

together to meet requirements for state certification and also to provide 
the best educational experiences for our majors.  Faculty work together to 
plan curriculum, meet state and national standards and conduct research. 
We look for ways to collaborate and work as a college to support our stu-
dents and to move our programs forward.

– Kathleen Strickland

Building consolidation 
enhances special  
education programLike inclusiveness in classrooms, Slippery Rock University’s 

College of Education has consolidated resources to better serve 
education majors, especially the more than 600 undergraduates 
and 170 graduate students in special education.

Special education faculty and classes recently relocated to McKay 
Education Building, positioning more education programs under one 
roof. The merger means less time on foot for students, more sharing 
of professors and makes additional sense because all education majors 
must now take nine credits in special education to graduate. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education recently expanded 
graduation requirements to require all education majors to take 
nine credits of special education. Inclusiveness is so pervasive 
throughout the commonwealth that most educators will teach a 
child with special needs during their careers.

According to the National Education Association in 
Washington, D.C., the number of U.S. students enrolled in spe-
cial education programs has risen 30 percent in the past 10 years. 
Three out of four students with disabilities spend part or all of 
their school day in a general education classroom. 

“We have been talking about merging special education, secondary 

education and elementary education for years,” said Joseph Merhaut, 
SRU assistant professor of special education and department chair. 
“Public school inclusion of students with special needs is happening 
everywhere. It makes sense to have the departments collaborating and 
working together to educate our students about inclusionary practices.” 

McKay, which opened in 1929, houses classrooms, a children’s 
library, dance studio, auditorium, dean and faculty offices and 
computer rooms. Public health and social work moved to the Jack 
Dinger Special Education Building. 

The National Education Association said America needs more 
special education teachers to keep up with inclusiveness. Thirty 
years ago, many young people with disabilities were institutional-
ized or kept at home with little opportunity for becoming produc-
tive citizens. Today, a growing number of those with disabilities 
graduate from high school, college and pursue careers.

SRU, founded as a normal school in 1889, remains committed 
to providing the next generation of teachers who will work relent-
lessly to assure the academic success of students.

“Our department is one of the pioneers of special education,” 
Merhaut said. “Students enroll because they know our faculty have a 
real knowledge in special education. Our graduates find jobs as teach-
ers, in administration or go on to graduate and doctoral programs.”

SPECIAL EDUCATORS: (From left): Kylie Swanson and Gretchen 
Reuwer, special education majors from Kane and Littlestown, take notes dur-
ing a special education class in McKay Education Building. Special educa-
tion moved to McKay this summer.
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that affects me directly,” she said. 
NASA recruited Burkhart to lead a team of 20 students from around 

the country to study the Channeled Scablands in eastern Washington. 
Burkhart and company arrived in June and will spend the summer 
examining the landscape for similarities to landing sites on Mars. 

Burkhart, an expert in hydrogeology, said the terrestrial landscape 
in eastern Washington shows similar erosion patterns to what scien-
tists observe on Mars. 

“The area has incredibly cool geology, and a legacy of radical 
scientific debate, and can be considered an analogue for areas on 
the surface of Mars,” he said. “NASA is planning the journey of a 
lander to be sent to Mars and has whittled down the choices to four 
potential landing sites.” 

NASA recruited Burkhart to lead its summer internship program 
that is offered through its Lunar and Planetary Institute Academy. 
Students participating in the project are majoring in geology, phys-
ics, mathematics, technology and engineering.
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M and M research 
provides sweet  
opportunities

From the Dean:
A priority for the college is to identify and provide cutting-edge research 

opportunities for our brightest and best undergraduate students. With the sup-
port and direction of faculty, students routinely apply for highly competitive stu-
dent research positions, and they have been very successful in being selected. 
In other instances, our faculty are sought out because of their unique expertise, 
as is the case with Dr. Burkhart who was recruited by NASA to complete this 
important work In Washington state this summer with students. 

– Susan Hannam

Mand M research, not on the candy but rather the 
Marcellus shale and the planet Mars, is providing an SRU student 
and professor in the College of Health, Environment and Science 
with sweet opportunities. 

Lisa Andresky, an environmental geology major from Beaver, 
is participating in a National Science Foundation-funded project 
researching the Marcellus shale, while Patrick Burkhart, professor 
of geography, geology and the environment, is leading a NASA 
research expedition with a connection to the planet Mars. 

Andresky has been examining the chemical content of the Marcellus 
shale, a massive rock formation and large source of natural gas that 
stretches from New York to West Virginia. She is one of 10 students 
from across the United States who was accepted into the Ecosystem 
Restoration through Interdisciplinary Exchange Research Experience 
for Undergraduates program hosted by the University of Buffalo. 

The entire Marcellus shale formation could contain up to 490 tril-
lion cubic feet of natural gas, according to 2009 study by the College 
of Earth and Mineral Sciences at Pennsylvania State University. The 
study shows that the Marcellus gas industry in Pennsylvania accounted 
for 29,000 jobs in 2008 and $240 million in state and local taxes. 

Andresky has traveled several times to western New York to 
examine outcrops of shale and realizes the importance of the 
work. “I live in Pennsylvania, and it is a very controversial matter 

ROCK EXPERTS: Lisa Andresky, an environmental geology major from 
Beaver, is researching the Marcellus shale. Patrick Burkhart, professor of 
geography, geology and the environment, is leading a NASA research expedi-
tion this summer to the Channeled Scablands in Washington.
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From the Dean:
We are very proud of the accomplishments of the art department 

as manifested in the quality and diversity of the exhibits in the Martha 
Gault Gallery during the past year. The hard work and enthusiasm of  
faculty and students have been crucial to its success. 

– Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio

The philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau said the world of real-
ity has limits, but the world of imagination is boundless. Slippery 
Rock University’s Martha Gault Art Gallery provides students 
with a venue to express their imagination and ideas about life 
through art, and to be inspired by guest artists’ work.

The gallery, in Maltby Center, offered seven exhibitions this 
year, guest artist lectures and shows by graduating seniors. The 
gallery has done well enough that professors hope to open a sec-
ond gallery on campus. 

“A big challenge is the fact that we currently only have one exhi-
bition space,” said Sean Macmillan, assistant professor of art and 
gallery director. “We are currently limited because we need a stu-
dent-run gallery in addition to the professional gallery space. The 
purpose of galleries is to not only expose the campus and commu-
nity to great art, but to also give our students valuable experience 
in all aspects of the exhibition process.”

MacMillan said students learn from interacting with high-
quality, historical and contemporary works in an intimate envi-
ronment. Up to 300 people attended each of the openings, with 
steady attendance during the week. 

“Each exhibition sees about 100-150 additional visitors per 
week, and faculty take their classes to the gallery to discuss the 
work and its connection to the class subject matter.” Macmillan 
said. “Faculty from other departments bring their students to our 
exhibitions, too.”

Senior bachelor of fine art majors are required to show a cohe-
sive body of work in the last semester of their academic program, 
but the gallery is only available to seniors during the last few 
weeks of the semester. 

“I would love for them to be able to experiment, to give them 
multiple opportunities to show their work to peers,” Macmillan 
said. “With a new gallery they would still have the chance to do 
their senior exhibitions, but that wouldn’t be their only chance.”

Laura Dicey, an art major from Pittsburgh, said SRU has a 
terrific collection of art and could use another gallery for dis-
play. “A little known fact is that the permanent collection in 
the art department’s collection is considered one of the greatest 
in the surrounding area,” she said. “An impressive collection of 
Japanese prints were on display earlier this year.”

The gallery provides jobs as well. Students work as guards and 
also learn the proper way to stage and display work, repair the 
gallery after shows, handle art, label works and prepare pieces for 
storage and shipping.

Art gallery displays  
student, community  
creative streak
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Rhoda Taylor 

st tches
colorful second career
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Rhoda Taylor, professor emeritus of biology, has created a 
second career for herself following her retirement – creating 

fabric art. Having “dabbled” most of her life in several arts and 
crafts – sewing clothes, knitting, crocheting, embroidering and 
several art media – Taylor said she is excited about finally finding 
an avenue to really express her artistic 
feelings and talents. 

In 2002, Taylor took a quilting class 
in SRU’s Institute for Learning in 
Retirement and fell in love with the 
fabrics available for quilting and 
began to make quilted wall hang-
ings. “At first I used techniques 
learned in ILR quilting classes, 
using published patterns for 
piecing layouts,” she said. 
“Then I began to modify the 
published designs to create 
my own personal pieces.” 

In 2007, she became a 
member of the Fiberarts 
Guild of Pittsburgh 
and began taking 
workshops from nationally known artists teaching techniques for 
making marks on fabric. The support and encouragement of Guild 
members, the techniques learned from them and workshops have 
helped her design and create original wall hangings. The patterns 
she creates by dyeing, rust printing, discharging color from fabric, 
branding, stamping and painting are fascinating. 

“I am so captivated by the processes that I find myself spending 
hours during the day and lying awake at night thinking of new 
ways to design and assemble the fabrics into works of art,” she said. 
“One of the most exciting things for me is ironing the wet dyed, 
discharged or rusted fabrics and seeing the wonderful patterns 
almost serendipitously develop. I then spend a lot of time ‘audi-
tioning’ fabrics to find the right ones to fit into a piece.” 

Taylor said she especially enjoys Shibori techniques, a Japanese 
art that she uses to dye or discharge fabrics with folds, binding 
and clamping to create patterns – similar to what we call tie-dye. 
She also loves to print on cloth with rusty objects. She has recently 

begun to print digitally manipulated photographs onto fabric that 
become part of the works. 

Blessed with physical energy and mental suppleness, Taylor 
continues to experiment and grow as an artist and has achieved 
recognition for her artwork. Her wall hangings have been jur-

ied into some 24 art exhibits and 
have been shown in a number 
of non-juried exhibits. Several 
pieces have been awarded prizes. 
Her “Pretzels & Champagne” 
appears in the book “500 Art 
Quilts” published last year 
by Lark Books. As an art-
ist, she has been juried 
into the Associated Artists 
of Pittsburgh and the 
Pittsburgh Society of 
Artists. 

In February, March 
and April of this year, 
Taylor had solo 
exhibits in galleries 
in Frederick and 

Silver Spring, Maryland. She belongs to the Studio Art Quilt 
Associates, an international organization, and a piece of hers was 
selected for a SAQA travelling show which went to California, 
Colorado, Pennsylvania, Michigan and France. 

Taylor, who taught biology at SRU from 1967 to 1998, estab-
lished the Rhoda Evans Taylor Endowed Scholarship in 2002. 
Each year the scholarship assists a non-traditional female student 
majoring in the natural sciences. 

“Non-traditional women often have a hard time,” she said. 
“Many of them are divorced or are single mothers facing many 
challenges. Often they don’t have the kind of support that regu-
lar-age students have, so I decided to assist some of them.” 

Taylor also donates her art to SRU fundraising events for auc-
tion, such as the President’s Scholarship Gala and the Sunset 
Serenade, and to other charitable events such as the Crisis Shelter 
of Lawrence County’s annual Mardi Gras auction and the quilt 
auctions of Heifer International. 

“ I am so captivated by the processes that I find myself 
spending hours during the day and lying awake at 
night thinking of new ways to design and assemble 
the fabrics into works of art.”
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Cheng’s life 
reflects story of defiance, integrity  

and commitment to learning



      www.SRU.edu      33 

It would be easy to understand if the late Madame Nein 
Cheng, a great friend of Slippery Rock University and author 
of the internationally acclaimed memoir “Life and Death 

in Shanghai,” had given up on life. Arrested by the Chinese Red 
Guards in 1966 and accused of spying for the west, the com-
munists tortured Cheng in solitary confinement for nearly seven 
years in the hope she would “confess.”

When she refused, they beat and 
starved her and kept her isolated in an 
unheated cell. When she continued to 
resist, they killed her 24-year-old daugh-
ter Meiping, a promising actress who 
refused to testify against her mother. 

Unable to break her will, her captors 
eventually released Cheng from prison 
in 1973. Seven more years of surveil-
lance followed. In 1980, she escaped to 
Canada. When she was allowed to estab-
lish residency in the United States in 
1983 she settled in Washington, D.C.

Cheng chronicles her defiance and 
survival in the best selling “Life and Death in Shanghai.” The 1987 
memoir, translated into 22 languages, captured the attention of 
Lou Razzano, SRU associate provost emeritus. He fostered a friend-
ship with Cheng that will benefit SRU students for years to come. 

Cheng, who died in 2009 at 94, bequeathed her personal 
library of more than 1,200 books, correspondence and the origi-
nal manuscript of her memoir to SRU. The collection gives stu-
dents and faculty access to blockbuster material covering a tumul-
tuous, “closed” period of China’s history.

“Bailey Library is very lucky to receive collections such as that 
of Madame Cheng. The materials represent the entire corpus of 
an individual’s intellectual life: books, journals, personal papers, 
correspondence and manuscripts,” said Phil Tramdack, Bailey 
Library director. 

Students studying Chinese history have access to a unique 
selection of print materials in English and Chinese, which indi-
cate Madame Cheng’s interests and the scope of her own infor-
mation gathering for her book and other writings, he said.

“The papers provide insights into her experiences and thinking, 
and the correspondence sheds light on her personal and private 
views of people and events,” Tramdack said. “The research oppor-
tunities that a collection such as this offer are unique, because the 
value and significance of the materials taken together represent 
much more than the individual pieces by themselves. These mate-
rials offer students a unique discovery and learning experience, 
emblematic of the highest level of quality university education.”

Cheng initially donated $20,000 to establish the Meiping 
Cheng Memorial Scholarship at SRU as a reminder that free-
dom and justice require constant vigilance. She later contributed 
$80,000 and bequeathed $388,507 in her will to bolster the 
scholarship, which offers $1,000 to $3,000 to students of any 
major and ethnic background.

“At the time that the scholarship was established, members of 
the University community contributed generously to the endow-
ment,” Razzano said. “Today, the Meiping Cheng Scholarship is 
one of the largest endowed scholarships administered through the 
Slippery Rock Foundation.”
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remarkable. She endured all of that and she always maintained 
her integrity.”

Razzano said he initially learned of Cheng when he saw her book 
in a New York City bookstore. He later marveled at an interview 

she gave to Morley Safer on “60 Minutes.” 
Razzano said he contacted Cheng’s agent, 
who arranged for a telephone call, and they 
quickly became friends.

Razzano said Cheng often spoke of her 
past. Like Holocaust survivors, she wanted to 
raise awareness of atrocities against innocents 
to prevent it from happening again, he said.

“She was not reticent about talking 
about what happened to her,” he said. 
“Once she said to me that they handcuffed 
her arms behind her for a week. She had 
to force her hands to unzip her trousers 
to relieve herself. The handcuffs cut into 
her wrist, abscessed, infected and scarred 
up. She showed the scars of that incident. 
When she would go out, she often wore 
long sleeves that covered them.”

Cheng was born in 1915, in Beijing, the 
daughter of a naval vice minister who belonged to a wealthy family 
of landowners. In 1935, Cheng enrolled at the London School of 
Economics, where she met her late husband, Kang-chi Cheng. 

The Chengs were living in Australia when Mao Tse Tung 
brought communism to China in 1949. Mao encouraged expa-

Razzano said Cheng was pleased to help. “Mrs. Cheng took a 
special liking to Slippery Rock University,” he said. “She was espe-
cially pleased to know that many of the students are first-generation 
college students, coming from working class backgrounds.”

While some scholarship benefactors 
earmark funds for a particular group of stu-
dents, Cheng did not specify. 

“When we established the scholarship, I 
asked her if she wanted the scholarship to go 
to students from Asian countries,” Razzano 
said. “She said absolutely not. She wanted 
this scholarship to go to an American citizen 
because she wanted to repay America for the 
kindness it had shown her.”

The scholarship is open to sophomores, 
juniors and seniors with a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher who demonstrate 
financial need. 

Razzano, who hosted Cheng in his Grove 
City home several times and arranged for her 
to receive a humanitarian award from SRU 
in 1987, said Cheng was so uncompromis-
ing in her personal integrity that being with 
her was like being in the presence of a great spiritual leader. They 
were friends for 23 years.

“She was truly a woman of impeccable character; she was a 
superb person to know,” he said. “The fact that she was able to 
endure hunger, illness, humiliation, depravation and torture is 

“ The research opportunities that 
a collection such as this offer 
are unique, because the value 
and significance of the materials 
taken together represent much 
more than the individual pieces 
by themselves. These materials 
offer students a unique discovery 
and learning experience, emblem-
atic of the highest level of quality 
university education.”- Phil Tramdack,  

Bailey Library director
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Lisa (Baldinger) LaMolinare
Team manager of outpatient physical therapy at Jefferson 
Regional Medical Center

Home: 
Pittsburgh. 

Profession: 
Team manager of Outpatient Physical Therapy at JRMC 
in Pittsburgh. I oversee four outpatient therapy clinics 
and specialize in sport orthopedics. Being able to help my 
patients return to their prior functional level from walking 
in the park to rehabing for a division one soccer scholarship 
is truly rewarding.

Hobbies: 
My husband and I love to travel and spend time outdoors. 
However, as of six months ago our new hobby is our baby 
girl Sienna Marcella. She is the joy of our life.

Greatest Accomplishments/Why I give:  
My greatest accomplishment is why I give. My family and 
I give to the Storm Harbor Equestrian Center at SRU. My 
brother Mark died tragically in 2007. Because of him and his 
love for horses, we give back through the Mark A. Baldinger 
Scholarship fund. After he passed, we donated his best friend 
Harley to Storm Harbor and through the scholarship we are 
able to allow children with special needs the opportunity to 
learn to ride horses, but most of all feel the friendship and 
love a horse can provide to a child. My brother’s memory 
will stay alive through Storm Harbor, Harley and in the 
childrens’ smiles. One girl said to me after a riding lesson on 
Harley at Storm Harbor ‘Thank you and thank your brother 
for giving me my best friend Harley.’

ROCK FILe
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triates to return to China to help the government with its eco-
nomic problems. The Chengs both graduated from the London 
School of Economics, so they returned because they thought 
they could make a contribution to their country, Razzano said. 

Kang-chi became general manager of Shell Oil Co.’s Shanghai 
office. After his death from cancer in 1957, Madame Cheng 
went to work there as an adviser to management.

The Red Guards, suspicious because of her connections to a U.S. 
company, invaded and ransacked Cheng’s comfortable Shanghai 
home during the upheaval that became known as the Cultural 
Revolution. They imprisoned her in Shanghai’s No. 1 Detention 
House, the city’s foremost depository for political prisoners, from 
1966-1973. “She has spoken around the country at colleges and 
universities about what happened to her,” Razzano said.

Cheng later became an American citizen and was invited to 
the White House by former U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
Razzano said.

Cheng would no doubt be pleased with the educational oppor-
tunities her library collection provides. Her bequest of 1,245 
volumes, paperbacks, hardbacks, books in Chinese and other 
languages, covering history, art, China and Mao, are housed in 
the library’s archives.

“She had a very eclectic collection of books,” Razzano said.
Kristina Phipps, an English and history major from Slippery 

Rock, is researching the collection. She went through each book 
to document its type and publishing date. She is currently in the 
process of researching the value of the collection.

“Historically, the collection is chock full of information about 
Ms. Cheng,” she said. “There are numerous editions of her 
memoir in various languages as well as books in which Madame 
Cheng is featured. Many of the books in the collection are non-
fiction books that will be useful for research.”

Phipps said it is an honor for SRU to acquire Cheng’s collection.
“Not only does it hold scholarly merit with its dozens of fas-

cinating volumes, but it also is a testament to the wide-reaching 
effect Ms. Cheng’s story had on readers,” she said. “There are 
dozens of volumes in the collection with inscriptions by authors 
and fans offering their thanks and congratulations. Madame 
Cheng was more than an author. She was an inspiration.”
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ALUMnI ASSOcIATIOn RepORTEditorial information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply e-mail us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1.800.GET.ROCK  
or fax us at 724. 738.4784. We do not publish engagements or pregnancies, but we do publish marriages and births.

(M) – Denotes master’s degree,     (F) – Denotes faculty member,     (FR) – Denotes friend of Slippery Rock University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes
1960s
Marjorie Bartok, ’68, was profiled 
in Florida Today for helping 20,000 
Floridians find jobs. Bartok owns 
Melbourne Spherion Staffing Services, 
which specializes in space industry, 
administrative, clerical, customer service 
and light industrial employment. Bartok 
told Florida Today the company, based in 
Brevard County, has helped 2,000 people 
find permanent positions in the space 
industry since she bought it 17 years 
ago. Bartok received a bachelor’s degree 
in secondary education from SRU.

1970s
John Butch, ’72, was the first-ever 
referee to be inducted into the Eastern 
Ohio Wrestling League Hall of Fame. He 
was inducted during a league tourna-
ment in Ohio.

Elaine Sullivan, ’74, 
recently joined Boston 
University’s School of 
Management as an assistant 
director of graduate counsel-
ing in the Field Career Center. Prior to 
Boston University, Sullivan worked for 
Lee Hecht Harrison in Boston, Mass. She 
lives in Lexington, Mass.

Suzanne Moore Gray, 
’78, owner of Right Fit 
Sport Fitness Wellness, 
completed the book, 
“101 Fitness Activities 
and Games for Youth 
with Autism,” published 
by Healthy Learning. 
Her Raise the Bar 
Physical Fitness Program was awarded 
the coveted “Best of the Best” children’s 
fitness program by Club Industry.

Dorena Pop Mciltrot, ’78, recently 
retired as a customer service supervisor 
from Liberty Mutual Insurance after 23 
years of service.

1980s
David Mciltrot, ’85, left the U.S. Postal 
Service in October after 27 years of ser-
vice and is now working as a classi- 
fications analyst with the U.S. Office of 
Personnel Management in Boyers.

Mary Beth Ford, ’86, director of corpo-
rate relations for Duquesne University, 
has been presented the University com-
munication department’s first Friend of 
Communication award. A plaque and a 
gift certificate to Bob’s Subs in Slippery 
Rock were presented at the depart-
ment’s “Communication Week Gala.” 
Ford, who serves on the communication 
department’s advisory board and is 
active in the Senior Seminar program, 
was the event’s speaker.

Nellie Orr Cyr, ’87, 
former director of SRU’s 
Russell Wright Fitness 
Center and Employee 
Wellness Program, has 
been appointed associ-
ate dean of the College 
of Education and Human 
Services at Shippensburg University. 
Cyr directed the SRU fitness center and 
wellness program from 1987-98 when it 
was housed in the East Gym portion of the 
Pearl K. Stoner Instructional Complex.

Greg Schlierf, ’88 is a coach for boy’s 
soccer at Southeast Bulloch Middle 
School, Brooklet, Ga. His team recently 
played South Effingham Middle School 
in Springfield, Ga. coached by Paul 
Richards, `77.

Carol Moss, ’86, has been named vice 
president for medical development and 
vice dean for external affairs at the Case 
Western University School of Medicine. 
Moss, who previously served as vice 
chancellor for development and alumni 
relations at the University of California/
San Francisco, started June 1. Moss said 
she hopes to increase philanthropy and 
alumni engagement. She will oversee 
Case Western’s annual giving campaign, 
principal and major gifts, corporate rela-
tions and special events.

1990s
Jim Curtiss, `92, also known as “Bubba,” 
has published two books based on his 
years in Europe. Curtiss has cobbled 
together a book of his previously pub-
lished articles and titled it “Stories from 
Elsewhere.” He has also written a novel 
titled “Every Thing Counts,” which takes 
place in the Czech Republic, Germany 
and the U.S. Both books are available on 
Amazon.com and other online retailers. 

Jennifer Kilinski, ’96 
and Sharon Wheeler, 
’86, showed their Rock 
Pride while traveling in 
Ireland with two other 
members of their Celtic 
band, Triskele. Both 
received music therapy 
degrees from SRU.

Robert Ogoreuc, ’96, is the recipient of 
the 2011 G. Harold Martin Award, a signifi-
cant honor in the aquatic world, for water 
and safety instruction. The award was 
presented at the 47th Annual International 
Swimming Hall of Fame Honoree Induction 
Ceremony in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Brian Jones,`96, `98 
(M) was the king of the 
Krewe of Mystic Druids 
in the 2011 New Orleans 
Mardi Gras. Jones led a 
procession of more than 

20 groups and floats through the main 
streets of New Orleans.

Wayde Killmeyer, ’98, has been 
named the superintendent of the 
Clairton City School District effective 
July 1. He had served as superinten-
dent of the Avella School District in 
Washington County since 2005. He had 
formerly served as the district’s junior-
senior high school principal.

2000s
Jon Radke, ’02, has been named 
director of operations for Major League 
Soccer and will now be based in New 
York City. Radke most recently served 
as director of operations for D. C. 
United at RFK Stadium in Washington, 
D.C. He spent nine years with D.C. 
United after graduating from SRU. He 
started as an intern, and then moved 
up to coordinator and manager, before 
being named director.

Kim Smith, 03, SRU 
assistant professor 
of exercise and reha-
bilitative sciences, 
has received the 2011 
President’s Award for 
Excellence in Teaching. 
She joined SRU as a 
faculty member in 2006 
and was nominated for the award by 11 
students. Smith took the lead in launch-
ing a 10,000-step walking program 
on campus as part of the Exercise is 
Medicine initiative.

Teresa Pershing, ‘06, has won the 
Eberly College of Arts and Sciences 
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Award 
at West Virginia University where she 
is completing her doctoral work. The 
college awards only one such recipient 
with this honor each year.  
     Pershing is studying British Romantic 
literature, Queer Theory and questions 
of truth and error in her scholarship. 

Kelly Bonus, ’07, received her 
master’s degree in occupational 
therapy in December 2010 from Nova 
Southeastern University. She is cur-
rently employed as an occupational 
therapist in South Florida.

Samantha Dawson, ’07, is a special 
education teacher at New Brighton 
Area School District teaching 7th grade 
learning support for the 2010-2011 
school year. 

Mary Bresnahan, ’11, is site manager 
at a General Electric Transportation 
plant in Chicago. General Electric 
Transportation, the rail division of 
General Electric Co., manufactures 
equipment for railroad, mining and 
energy generation industries.

Slippery rock UniverSity

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

Sunset 
Serenade
“Triple Crown”

evening of 
october 8, 2011

to benefit 

Storm Harbor  
equestrian 

Center

The Rock welcomes 
new Alumni Engagement 
director 
David Sabolcik, ’98, has been named 
the new director of Alumni Engagement.  
Sabolcik received his bachelor’s degree in 
sport management from SRU and a mas-
ter’s degree in communications manage-
ment from John Carroll University. 

Before joining SRU, he served as assistant 
athletic director for development and the 
executive director/director of annual giving 
at the University of New Mexico Lobo Club. 

Last April, he received the SRU Young 
Alumni Award. Amy Bersett, assistant 
director of development, nominated him.

Distinguished alumni 
nominations sought
If you know of a classmate, colleague or 
friend who graduated from SRU and has 
achieved great professional accomplish-
ments, please contact the Office of Alumni 
Engagement (1.800.GET.ROCK) for a 
nomination form or look for the link on the 
Alumni Café. Nomination forms need to be 
received by Aug. 1, 2011. 

Don’t forget to come back  
Oct. 14 for homecoming,  
Rock Around the World. 
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Helen Roth Weiss, `30
Nellie Bowers Thompson, `31
Hazel Wenkhous, `33
Gertrude Brosius Taylor `37
Lois Ringer Joseph, `40
Roy VanHorn, `40
Charlotte McCray Weislogel, `40
Elizabeth Czar Smithson, `42
Ann Sowa Ryan, `43
Dorothy Studebaker Curry, `44
Mary Montgomery, `44
Doris E. Nevin, `44
Anne Duffer Russin, `44
Lillian Martin, `46
June McConnell DeCorso `49
Donald Junker `49
Victor Kazlausky, `49
James McIntyre, `49
Mary Clements Vetro `51
Andrew Herceg, `52
Edward Gannon, `53
Victor Liscinsky `54
Norma Walker Neely, `54
Nancy Reed West, `55
John George, `56
Lorraine Gilson, `56
Donald Eicholtz, `57
Roy Cellich, `58
Beverly Corll Lewis, `59
Marian Davis, `61
Janet Pizzi Mcconnell, `61
David Schick `62
Kenneth Willison `62
Richard Bachman, `64
John Hamilton Jr. `67
Robert Ferguson, `67
Austin Anderson `69
Lawrence Carik `70
Theodore Janosik, `70
William Richardson, `71

David Kasavich, `73
William Koach, `73
Carol Thomas Kotuby `73
Virginia Young Logan, `73
Mary Molczan, `76
Elmer Uhl, `76
Doreen Gridley, `77
Kenneth Segraves, `77
Patricia Houston, `80
Terri Tonsetic, `80
Mary Jo Peluso, `82
Deborah Seidl Kearney, `83
Sarah Sweeney White, `84
John Roehl, `85
Randall O’Hara, `87
Carol Daugherty, `92
Beverly Nixon-Perkins, `93
Carrie Frank, `03 
Ljuba Novosel, `05
Paul Schuetz `08

Former faculty and staff:
Robert Raymond, professor of  
physical education from 1968-1979.
Erich Vierthaler, professor of  
anthropology from 1990-2005.
Shirley Weller, secretary from 
1974-1989.
James Roberts, professor of second-
ary education from 1966-1991.
Albert Schmittlein, professor of 
English from 1957-1991.
Harry Stuchal, auto mechanic 
for facilities and planning from 
1975-2009.
John Weller, director of the physical 
plant for facilities and planning from 
1970-1990.

CLASS nOTeS

SRU AlUmni ASSociAtion 
boARd membeRS: 

Executive Committee
•  Kimberly Hudak Jones, ’96, 

President
•  Bonnie McElhaney Lukasic, 

’63, Immediate Past 
President

•  Richard Manning, ’75, 
Acting President Elect

•  Don Huddart, ’87, Treasurer
•  Lisa McCullough Holmes, 

’88, Secretary

Board Members
Ben Addison ’87  
  (Past President Representative)
Lorraine Troiana Barron ’57
Lynette Crago Beatty ’03
Brian Cashman, ’71  
Susan Whelpley Greaves ’80
Kenneth Hanby ’63
David Haddad  ’88
Don Huddart ’87

Chris Hunter ’87
Marce Pancio ’96
Thomas Perry ’02
Marcie Popek ’96
L. Michael Ross ’77
Bruce Russell  ’72
Jason Wagner ’93
Keith Warcup ’75
Dominic Williams ‘88
Linda Gordon Williamson ’73
Larry Young ’66
Sam Zyroll ’78  
  (Honorary Board Member)

Ex-Officio
Robert Smith, President
David Sabolcik ’98, Director  
of Alumni Engagement
Tyler Stufflebeam, Student 
Ambassador Representative

Births and Adoptions
1990s
Christopher housenick, ’99, and 
Danielle Sherosky housenick, 01, 
announce the birth of their second child, 
Molly Jayne, Dec. 16, 2010. She joins 
older sister, Paige.

2000s
Mike Lovgren, ’04, and Katie Sivick 
Lovgren, ’00, ’04, had their second 
child, Aaron Michael, Feb. 12, 2011. 
He joins older sister, Alyssa, who is 
20 months old. The Lovgren’s live in 
Springdale. 

Matthew Mitchell, ’08, and Caitlin 
Lebetz Mitchell, ’08, announce the 
birth of their daughter, Lucy Rae,  
Nov. 16, 2010. The couple resides in 
Charles Town, West Va.

ian Blyth, ’03, and Amanda 
Giroski Blyth, ’04, announce the 
birth of their first child, Bud Neil, 
Sept. 16, 2010. The Blyth’s currently 
live in Natrona Heights.

A.J. Keebler, ’11, 
and Alexandra 
Miller, ’10, announce 
the birth of their 
daughter, Sydney 
Grace,  
Oct. 1, 2010.

Jim VanderSchaaf, 
`03, and Jodi haynes 
VanderSchaaff, `03, announce the 
birth of their daughter, Evelyn Rhodes, 
July 2, 2010

In Memory

 

Weddings
2000s
Matthew Mitchell, ’08, and Caitlin 
Lebetz, ’08, were married Dec. 27, 
2008 in Gilpin. Caitlin Mitchell is now 
a stay-at-home mom after teaching 
7th grade English for two years at 
Herndon Middle School in Herndon, 
Va. Matthew Mitchell is an auditor 
for the U.S. department of Defense 
in Chantilly, Va. The couple lives in 
Charles Town, West Va.

Michael Combs, ’08, and Kimberley 
Smith, ’07, ’09, were married July 
3, 2010 at the Warner Theatre in 
Washington, D.C. The couple met at 
SRU and both were members of the 
track and cross-country teams. They 
live in Cary, N.C.

Brandon Rakszawski, ’06, and 
Lena Acheson, ’06, were married 
April 24, 2010 in Pittsburgh. Brandon 
Rakszawski graduated with a degree in 
marketing and finance, and Lena gradu-
ated with a degree in communication. 
The couple lives in Allison Park.

Jennifer Sherman, ’06, and Justin 
Navickas were married July 17, 2010. 
The couple traveled to Paris and  
Italy for their honeymoon. They live  
in Millerton.

Derek Blyzwick, ’07, and Jolene 
Gilson, ’07, were married July 17, 
2010 in Mercer. Both are teachers and 
reside in Beaver County.

Joshua Knupp, ’05 and Suzanne 
Konnen, ’05, returned to campus 
recently to get married. The couple 
exchanged vows in the Russell Wright 
Alumni House and Conference Center 
and later took photos with the bridal 
party in front of Old Main. Knupp 
majored in education; Konnen in 
anthropology. They live in Greensburg, 
where Knupp works as a teacher and 
Konnen as an executive assistant at a 
medical center. 
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C e N t e R  S t a G e

Minnesota Vikings 
draftFUSCO

By Bob McComas
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The ring of an incoming cell  
phone call never sounded as  
sweet as it did shortly after 3 p.m. 
Sat., April 30, when former Rock 
football standout Brandon Fusco 
finally got the call he’d been  
waiting for his entire life.

Surrounded by approximately 200 family 
members and friends, Fusco got the official 
word from the Minnesota Vikings he would be 
selected in the sixth round of the 2011 NFL Draft. 

The call signaled the culmination of arguably 
the finest career ever recorded by a Rock football 
student athlete.

Prior to becoming the highest NFL draft pick in 
school history, Fusco was the first Rock player to 
participate in the Under Armour Senior Bowl 
and NFL Scouting Combine. Those two 
honors came on the heels of his selec-

tion as the 2010 recipient of both the 
Gene Upshaw Division II Lineman of the 
Year Award presented by the Manheim (Pa.) 
Touchdown Club and the Rimington Award pre-
sented to the top Division II center in the nation by 
the Boomer Esiason Foundation.

Fusco also was named to the Associated 
Press Little All-America team, which included 
the top NCAA Division II and Division III and 
NAIA players in the nation and received first-
team All-America honors from the American 
Football Coaches Association, D2Football.com, 
Daktronics and Don Hansen’s Football Gazette.

All those honors, buttressed by strong show-
ings in Senior Bowl and Combine workouts, 
resulted in Fusco having individual conversations 
with player personnel directors, general manag-
ers, head coaches and/or offensive line coaches 
from virtually all 32 NFL teams. He also made vis-
its, at the teams’ request, to two training facilities 

and had private workouts for three other teams.
“Most players don’t make any visits or get any 

private workouts,” Fusco said, “so it made me 
feel good about my chances of being drafted.”

One of those workouts was with the Vikings, 
who obviously liked what they saw.

“Brandon Fusco was a great pick as an upside 
guy from a small college,” Vikings general manager 
Rick Spielman told Minnesota media shortly after 
the completion of this year’s draft. “He’s a very 
good athlete and the one thing that you like about 
him is his demeanor and how he plays the game.

“You saw some of the rawness in him com-
ing from Slippery Rock and all of a sudden he 
started blocking guys down at the Senior Bowl,” 
Spielman said. “(But) Jeff Davidson, our offen-
sive line coach, went for a private workout with 
him and came back with rave reviews.”

Fusco, who received his bachelor’s degree as 
a safety and environmental management major 
in December 2010, enhanced his draft status by 
devoting three months immediately following 
graduation to conditioning and football-related 
workouts at the IMG Performance Institute in 
Bradenton, Fla.

“I think a lot of players in my position from 
smaller schools give up and don’t put in the 
effort to make themselves better,” Fusco said. 
“That was probably the biggest lesson I learned 
at IMG; you’ve got to believe in what you’re 
doing and don’t give in when the going gets a 
little rough.

“They taught me to be a warrior basically,” he 
said, “that if you work to make yourself better 
every day it will pay off for you.

“If I had not gone to IMG or another of the great 
places like that, I’d have been in trouble when it 
came time to work out in front of the scouts at 
the Senior Bowl and NFL Combine,” Fusco added. 
“There’s no doubt in my mind I would not be where  
I am today had I not gone down there.”

The whole process was “a bit overwhelming 
at times,” Fusco said, “but I enjoyed every min-
ute of it. It was quite an experience.”

Fusco told Karen Guregian, who covers the 
New England Patriots for the Boston Herald, 

“There’s a lot of people in the Division II 
world, a lot of small schoolers out there, 
that wish they have the chance that I do. I 
play for them, and a lot of other people.”

“April 30 was a proud day for anyone 
associated with Slippery Rock University, 
Rock football and the Slippery Rock/Butler 
County community,” George Mihalik, The 
Rock’s head football coach, said.

“Being the fourth center taken in the draft 
speaks volumes about the talent of and career 

that awaits Brandon in the NFL,” Mihalik added.
Fusco joined an elite group of former Rock 

players. He was only the fifth player in school his-
tory and the first since 1989 to be selected in an 
NFL Draft. He joined the first Rock player selected, 
former defensive end Jay Cullin (17th round, 1967, 
Oakland Raiders) as the only Rock linemen to be 
drafted. The next three Rock players selected in 
the NFL Draft were all running backs: Ricky Porter 
(12th round, 1982, Detroit Lions), Chuck Sanders 
(11th round, 1986, San Diego Chargers) and Greg 
Paterra (11th round, 1989, Atlanta Falcons).

Fusco said he is honored to be included in 
such elite company.

“Slippery Rock has had a great tradition and 
a lot of great players over the years, so to be the 
first Rock player to be invited to play in the Senior 
Bowl and NFL Combine and now the highest draft 
pick ever means a lot to me,” he said. “It makes 
me very proud; it’s a tremendous honor.”

FUSCO
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Slippery Rock University will honor Head 
Football Coach George Mihalik’s 40-year connec-
tion to the University and, more specifically, The 
Rock football program, by adding his name to N. 
Kerr Thompson Stadium.

Effective Sept. 10, 2011, the stadium will be 
known as Mihalik-Thompson Stadium.

“It is a great privilege on behalf of the 
University to pay tribute to Coach Mihalik and 
honor him for his undying devotion to Slippery 
Rock University and Rock football in particular,” 
said Robert Smith, SRU president, in announcing 
the decision to rename the stadium. “Starting as 
an incoming freshman in 1970 and continuing on 
through his career as a student athlete, assistant 
coach, head coach and member of our faculty, he 
has demonstrated the highest degree of profes-
sionalism and personal integrity. Anyone who 
knows George, knows that he is the embodiment 
of Rock Pride and he truly ‘bleeds green.’ ”

The rededication of the stadium on the north-
east corner of the SRU campus will take place 
as part of The Rock’s home football game vs. 
Cheyney University. Kickoff is at 6 p.m.

The celebration actually begins the previous 
night, when former players and coaches, family, 
friends and Rock football supporters will gather in 
the Multi Purpose Room of the University Union 
for a good-natured “roast” of the honored guest.

Immediately following the roast, friends will 
adjourn to the on-campus Ski Lodge to further 
renew friendships and reminisce.

“I am a little worried about what might be said 
and done during the roast,” Mihalik admitted. “But 
I am truly honored and humbled by the University’s 
decision to put my name on the stadium and be 
recognized by all the events surrounding it.”

Legendary football coaches N. Kerr Thompson and George Mihalik have a lot in common. Both are 
known for their integrity, commitment to student athletes and tenacity on the field. Come September 
they’ll share something else–the football stadium.

“Ordinarily, facilities are only named after 
someone when they retire or pass away,” he said. 
“Well, I’ll still alive and I have no plans to step 
down as head coach, so this is a unique honor.”

“I especially look forward to having my family, 
former players, fellow coaches and friends here 
to help celebrate the occasion,” Mihalik said. 
“They are the people who have helped make it all 
possible because they have supported me, win, 
lose or tie…Well, actually win or tie.”

Mihalik has won more than he’s lost, or even 
tied. He became SRU’s all-time leader in career 
wins Nov. 2, 2006 when The Rock won a dramatic 
21-17 decision in a nationally televised game 
against arch rival Indiana (Pa.). That win, the 
127th in Mihalik’s career, moved him ahead of N. 
Kerr Thompson on the SRU career wins chart. 

Mihalik, the 15th head coach in Rock football 
history, enters the 2011 season with a 153-95-4 
win-loss record in 23 seasons. He has led the 
Green and White to a winning record 17 times 
since becoming head coach in 1988. He ranks 
fifth on the PSAC’s all-time wins list and 12th 
among active NCAA Division II head coaches. 

The goal for the weekend is to generate an 
additional $100,000 through donations to the 
“Mihalik’s Mission” football scholarship program. 

Donors who fulfill a minimum commitment of 
$500 per year for five years will have their names 
permanently etched into a “Rock Football Wall of 
Fame Plaque” prominently displayed at Mihalik-
Thompson Stadium.

Following the roast and reception Sept. 9, 
festivities resume at 9 a.m. Sept. 10 with a golf 
outing at Oakview Golf Club. From 3–6 p.m., 
Rock fans can partake of a pre-game tailgate at 
the Alumni Pavilion adjacent to the stadium. The 

event culminates with a 9 p.m. post-game tail-
gate with Mihalik and the other members of The 
Rock football coaching staff.

Tickets for the cocktail reception and banquet 
Sept. 9 are $50 per person. Cost of the catered 
tailgate parties is $20 for adults and $10 for chil-
dren 14 and under. Reserved seat tickets for The 
Rock football game vs. Cheyney are $8 each.

For more information on the Mihalik-
Thompson Stadium rededication and all the 
accompanying events, contact Bill Richter, SRU’s 
athletic development officer, at 724.738.2387 or 
wrichter@srufoundation.org.

Legendary football coaches N. Kerr Thompson and George Mihalik have a lot in common. 
Both are known for their integrity, commitment to student athletes and tenacity on the 
field. Come September they’ll share something else – the football stadium.

Rock set to honor mihalik
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The May 2011 criminology 
and criminal justice major from 
Salamanca, N.Y., just captured the 
national high jump championship 
at the NCAA Division II National 
Track and Field Championships.

Hendershot won her national 
championship by besting 16 other 
competitors and successfully 
clearing the bar at 1.74 meters (5 
feet, 8 1/2 inches). Her winning 

leap was an inch and a quarter better than the second-place jump of 
Samantha Alvarez from Texas A&M-Kingsville.

After four rounds of competition in the event, the field was narrowed 
down to just Hendershot and Alvarez. Once the bar was raised to 1.74 
meters both Hendershot and Alvarez missed their first two attempts 
before Hendershot regrouped to clear the height on her third and final 
attempt. Alvarez was unable to match Hendershot’s final jump.

The clearance matched Hendershot’s season-best jump two weeks 
earlier at the Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference Championships at 
the Bill Lennox Track Complex in SRU’s N. Kerr Thompson Stadium.

“This was my final meet in college, so to record a ‘PR’ (personal 
record) was something special,” Hendershot said of her national title-
winning leap.

Hendershot took the national championship pretty much in stride. 
“Winning felt like all the hard work had paid off for me,” she said.  
She credited her success to her jumps coach, Rock assistant coach  
Bill Jordan.

Anthony Cialella, ’92, finance
Home:  
I am a proud, lifelong resident of New Castle.

Profession: 

I am an ex-banker turned investor that currently serves as 
vice president and regional manager of an environmental 
service company. I am also a partner in Trip Span LLP, a 
dimensional load railcar leasing company. I was also the past 
president of Castle Environmental Inc. 

Hobbies:  
I enjoy playing racquetball, reading history and traveling 
with my wife Lonnie and children Haley and Mitchell. I 
am proud to say that Haley will be attending Slippery Rock 
University in the fall.

Great Accomplishments:  
I am not sure I have ever done anything great, but I am 
proud to say that in 2006 my tennis partner Gene Rodgers 
and I finished second in the Masters National Racquetball 
Association Doubles Championships. 

Why I give:  
I feel so blessed to have had the opportunity to attend and 
graduate from Slippery Rock University. I came in as an 
older, nontraditional student not sure what to expect; what 
I found was a tremendous amount of people excited to help 
me. I started the Forgotten Man Scholarship as a result of 
this. The Forgotten Man is an essay written by William 
Graham Sumner. I believe so many SRU students come 
from the roots of what America’s Forgotten Man truly rep-
resents; the hard working middle class who really ask for 
nothing and provide the lion’s share of financial support of 
social programs in which they cannot even participate.  
This scholarship is my small effort to let them know they 
are not forgotten. 

ROCK FILe
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FLYING 
Hendershot wins 
national championship

HIGH
A WARnInG  
TO CRIMInALS: 
Don’t ever try to escape 
from Whitney hendershot  
by jumping over fences. 
She’s got you covered.
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   Julie Snow
Q&A Julie Snow, associate professor of geography, geology and the environment, joined Slippery Rock 

University in 2004. Her interests include climate change, sustainability and understanding what  
causes variability in air pollution levels. Snow received her bachelor’s degree from Wittenberg 
University and her master’s and doctorate degrees from the Rhode Island University Graduate  
School of Oceanography.

A COnVERSATIOn WITH …

Q: When did you know you wanted  
to pursue a life in science? 

A: I had always enjoyed the fields of 
math and sciences as a child, but when I 
went to college, I was majoring in art. I 
love to paint. It wasn’t until I had com-
pleted several physics classes in college 
that I changed my major from the arts 
to the sciences. I had a physics profes-
sor who made me see how complicated 
physical processes were actually simple 
when you looked at the laws of physics. 
It all made so much sense. And I just 
loved the exploration involved in the sci-
ences. The idea of creating experiments 
to investigate a question is exciting. 

Q: What challenges did you face?

A: The biggest challenge was learning 
how to behave and communicate in a field 
dominated by men. In my physics courses 
I was typically the only female. When I 
started flying on the DC-8 NASA mis-
sions, there were about 50 scientists, less 
than 10 of whom were women. We spent 
three to four months together on missions 
in remote locations so learning to success-
fully work with men, under sometimes-
stressful conditions, was critical. As it turns 
out, it is a ton of fun. 

Q: What about juggling career  
and family?

A: One of the biggest challenges I face is 
maintaining a quality family life while still 
working in the sciences, which require long 
lab hours, travel in the field, and quiet time 
to analyze and write. There are still some 
in the field of science that think women 
cannot do both. They cannot have a family 
and be a scientist at the same time. I try 
to prove them wrong but it is not always 
easy. For instance, in Summer 2008 I spent 
three months at Mt. Bachelor Observatory 
with two SRU students. At the time my 
daughter Gabriella was not even two years 
old. But in order to complete the experi-
ment, I left her and my husband at home 
in Rhode Island. These types of choices 

come up constantly as a scientist in my 
field. Depending on your character and 
your husband – mine is amazing – or part-
ner, a woman may not want to leave her 
family and that presents a huge barrier to 
success. If my daughter had been younger 
and I was breast-feeding, I could not even 
have made the choice to go. Most men 
don’t face those same challenges. Many 
times when a woman chooses her family 
first, it is viewed as a negative, but luckily 
here at SRU, I have never felt that way.

Q: What do you find rewarding 
about science?

A: The most rewarding part of science is 
finding answers to hard questions. There 
are so many important questions we are 
asking right now, particularly in my field 
of atmospheric science, such as questions 
about climate change, severe weather and 
air quality. When I get closer to answering 
questions that directly impact people’s 
lives, I get so excited about the science and 
how the process works. It is thrilling. 

Q: In the scientific community,  
are women fully accepted today?  
What barriers still exist?

A: There has been a huge boost in the 
female component of my field over the last 
20 years. When my sister – she’s an ocean-
ographer – and I used to go to national 
meetings in the late 1990s there would 
never be a line for the women’s bathroom. 
Just last year we commented on how there 
are so many more women at the meeting 
that there is now a line for the bathroom. 
That’s progress- but it doesn’t mean all the 
barriers are down. One of the biggest chal-
lenges I face is maintaining a quality family 
life while still working in the sciences, 
which require long lab hours, travel in the 
field and quiet time to analyze and write. 
There are still some in the field of science 
who think women cannot do both. They 
cannot have a family and be a scientist at 
the same time. I try to prove them wrong, 
but it is not always easy. 

Q: How does Slippery Rock University 
encourage women to study science?

A: SRU encourages women to study 
science by providing many role models. 
For instance, my department, geography, 
geology and the environment, has seven 
females, who provide excellent guidance 
and encouragement to young women inter-
ested in the field. I try to lead by example. 

Q: What exciting career opportunities 
await women scientists?

A: All doors are open to women; you 
sometimes just have to kick them down.

Q: What is next for Julie Snow?

A: I am heading off on a yearlong sabbati-
cal and am very much looking forward to 
spending some time with my family. I will 
be writing two research papers and another 
National Science Foundation grant will 
enable me to continue my research with 
undergraduate students.
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Campus was awash in color, costumes 
and student art this spring when hun-
dreds of children and adults visited 
Slippery Rock University for the 10th 
annual Kaleidoscope Arts Festival. 
More than 30 programs were offered, 
including concerts, lectures, art exhi-
bitions, dances, arts and crafts and a 
Missoula Children’s Theatre production 
of “Alice in Wonderland.” SRU’s College 
of Humanities, Fine and Performing 
Arts sponsored the festival to offer  
affordable, high-quality arts entertain-
ment for underserved communities.
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I am

Sheryl E. Smith, ’74, ’80
Dean of students and student ombudsman, Kent State University.
DAY JOB: I serve as the institution’s primary student advocate. I assist students in 
resolving concerns and complaints. but the role extends beyond students to assisting 
with the interpretation of policies and procedures for students, faculty, staff and admin-
istrators. As dean of students, I provide crisis management leadership, serve as an 
adviser on student and community issues and have various oversight responsibilities. 

BACKGROUND: My dream in life was to teach physical education and that dream took 
me to the best program in the nation – Slippery Rock State college. I achieved that 
dream and taught at all levels – elementary, high school and college. but careers can 
take some interesting twists and turns, and mine did.  

iNFLUENCE OF SRU: I can honestly say that I often reflect on the high quality of the 
education and training that I received at SRU. We were taught skills and knowledge, 
but we were also taught how to teach. Having spent my entire career in education, 
I have learned that what we received at Slippery Rock University was special. The 
credit for that goes to the outstanding faculty. In particular, I now appreciate the many 
women faculty who at that time were making history by being active participants in 
what transpired around the advent of Title IX and the transformation of women’s athlet-
ics. Those dedicated faculty helped shape the transformation of education, while at 
the same time providing a quality learning experience for their students. I believe it is 
my turn to give back to SRU. Giving annually, as well as long-term, is my way of saying 
thank you.


