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Dear Friends,
Our fall week of welcome (WOW) and commencement bookend the academic semes-

ter. They also happen to be two of my favorite events. WOW because it provides me the 
opportunity to embrace and challenge our new students, and to reinforce our values of 
leadership, inclusiveness and civic engagement; commencement because it provides me 
the opportunity to celebrate our students’ successes, and see them move into the world to 
make a positive difference.

In between those two events are the thousands of routine (and sometimes not so routine) 
meetings, programs and events that are the fabric of daily life at the University. Those 
activities have special meaning for me this semester since this is my last as your president.

When I accepted this position, the University was facing challenges on several fronts. I 
was confident then that we had the talent and will to do the work necessary to define our 
own future. Having seen what amazing accomplishments we have achieved in the past 
few years, I am even more confident that the University, under new leadership, will real-
ize even higher goals.

We’ve come a long way in the past nine years. In fact, during our most recent Middle 
States accreditation review the chief evaluator commented that he had never seen an institu-
tion make such great progress in such a short amount of time. We had an incredible review 
and are positioned perfectly to pursue our strategic plan, “Reaching for 2025 and Beyond.”

Our new Student Center, which will open in February, is a signature building in what 
has been a more than $250 million, 10-year new construction and campus renovation 
campaign. The initiative has improved SRU’s physical and intellectual learning environ-
ment by providing state-of-the-art facilities for academic programs, leadership develop-
ment, recreation and residential life.

Our admissions and retention profiles have strengthened considerably, paralleling our 
strengthened academic profile. These are remarkable achievements and their success is 
due to everyone who stepped forward to make a difference.

But our work is not done. The University faces new challenges, most notably how to con-
tinue to provide the quality, affordable education for which we are known. To achieve that 
goal, we need more people to step forward and say, ”I can make a difference.” 

That starts with embracing our next leadership and providing great mentoring and 
wise counsel as you have to me. However, you will need to do more. We need you to be a 
model of advocacy for Slippery Rock University with your friends, within your communi-
ties and especially across the Commonwealth. Invite our new leadership to community 
events or the Capitol and provide introductions that begin the process of building great 
relationships. Be present at significant University events so all can see that you are an active 
partner in the leadership of the University. Continue to tell others that something special 
is happening at Slippery Rock University. Be audacious in your support. Remind everyone 
that this is still a great time to be at Slippery Rock University.

It has been an honor to serve as your president. To borrow a phrase from one of our 
faculty members, Ramona and I “have been living the dream” thanks to the wonderful 
support you have given us and Slippery Rock University. We are grateful for the privilege 
of being part of Slippery Rock University. Thank you and best wishes.

Robert Smith, president
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About the cover
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Dear Readers:
This issue of The ROCK showcases the artistic 

success of arts and humanities graduates and ex-
amines the educational value of University art pro-
grams. You will read about dance graduates making 
their moves nationwide, a ceramics professor, and a 
professional photographer who “sees the light.”

In our rapidly changing culture, the arts help us 
to understand our place in the world. They are a 
key component of SRU’s commitment to educating 
“the whole” person. Students majoring in the fine 
and performing arts learn to be creative think-
ers, show resourcefulness and become engaged 
citizens. They help change our world.

You will learn about David Glover, the Univer-
sity’s music department chair, who “helps beat 
the drum” for the importance of music, dance and 
theatre education. 

Speaking about marching to the beat of a dif-
ferent drummer, The ROCK travelled to America’s 
last frontier – Alaska. When John Papa, head 
track and field coach, took the cross-country 
team there recently, he kept a diary of the group’s 
experiences as well as a number of photographs 
that are breathtaking. 

Also profiled is the late Evelyn Taggart, an 
extraordinary woman whose benevolence in life 
prompted her family to launch a student scholar-
ship in her name.

As always, I appreciate hearing from alumni 
such as Ben Addison, ’87, who called recently to 
share the news about a new student scholarship 
being launched by former alumni association presi-
dents. Thank you for your support of SRU.

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
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University Vision Statement 
Slippery Rock University will excel as a caring community 
of lifelong learners connecting with the world.

Slippery Rock University is a member  
of the Pennsylvania State System  

of higher education
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Middle States Commission commends University 
The Middle States Commission on Higher Education scrutinized the University’s 

ability to deliver on its promise to provide a Rock Solid education through an 
exhaustive and comprehensive evaluation. After criti-
cally analyzing the University’s self-study and con-
ducting a site-visit this past spring, the commission 

awarded Slippery Rock University a full 10-year reaccreditation without stipulation, 
noting that the University had met each of the 14 standards of excellence. SRU also 
received an unprecedented nine commendations from the evaluation team. 

Charles Ettling, president of the State University of New York College at 
Plattsburgh and chair of the Middle States evaluation team, commented in his visit 
remarks, “I have never seen a university, public or private, make such a remarkable 
transformation in only 10 years. By almost any significant measure, the institution is 
much better now than it was then.”

In its report, the Middle States Commission on Higher Education noted, “the 
University has effectively managed challenging economic and enrollment times 
while moving forward with implementation of strategic planning initiatives.” 

The commission said SRU’s “academic programs reflect a desired integration of theo-
retical concepts with “reflective learning” that incorporate skill-based practical experi-
ence and service-learning components,” and praised the University for its “role in  
promoting a carbon neutral philosophy, which has required sustained institutional com-
mitment as well as individual commitment from the entire University community.”

SRU earns ‘top 100’ honors
Once again, SRU has again 

been named one of the top 100 
Regional Universities in the  
North – and in the top 30 public 
universities in the region –  
by U.S. News & World Report 
as part of its 2012 edition of 
“America’s Best Colleges.” 

The list includes schools 
that offer a full range of under-
graduate majors and master’s 
degree programs. U.S. News & 
World Report ranked regional 
Universities against their peer 
group in one of the four geo-
graphic regions – north, south, 
midwest and west. 

“Slippery Rock University is 
proud to be recognized by U.S. 
News & World Report. This  
ranking is further validation of  
the quality education we provide  
at an affordable price,” said  
Robert Smith, SRU president.

Other publications have included  
the University in recent best of  
rankings:
•  The Princeton Review named SRU to  

its “Best Colleges in the Northeast.”  
The Princeton Review, a nationally 
known education services company, 
said, “We’re pleased to recommend 
Slippery Rock University to users of our 
site as one of the best schools at which 
to earn their undergraduate degree.” 

•  G.I. Jobs magazine named SRU to its 
2012 “Military Friendly” universities 
list. The designation recognizes the 
University’s assistance in helping veter-
ans return and succeed in college.

•  The Chronicle of Education included 
SRU in its “Great Places to Work.”  
ranking for the third consecutive year.

•  Student Horizons, for the second con-
secutive year, named SRU a College of 
Distinction for its exemplary commit-
ment to supporting engaged students, 
great teaching, vibrant communities 
and successful outcomes. Robert Smith, 
SRU president, was the featured col-
umnist in the May online edition of 
the Colleges of Distinction newslet-
ter. Smith offered advice to students 
about “Building Your Personal Resume 
Through Campus Engagement.”

•  The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette named SRU 
on of the top 85 workplaces in the region.

The University’s Jump 
Start program, which 
helps incoming students 
transition to college by 
providing mentorship 
and leadership develop-
ment opportunities, 
put students through 
their paces on the ropes 
challenge course. The 
activity was part of the 
“Embracing a Fresh 
Start” program. 

honors program expands
Bradley Wilson, SRU’s new Honors Program director, is  

getting into the swing of things and says the program is expand-
ing while also offering participating students new opportunities 
to meet program goals. 

“I’m very pleased with this year’s class of 68 students,” he said. 
The additional students bring the SRU Honor’s Program’s enroll-
ment to 300, including 40 students who are in the Living-Learning 
Communities in Watson Hall and about a dozen students who live 
at the ROCK Apartments. “When I took over, I guaranteed cur-
rently enrolled students at our first meeting of the year there would 
be no dramatic changes that would affect their participation in the 
program and that we would work to expand offerings for students to meet honors program 
requirements. As the program is set up, it is working very well and growing,” he said. 

“I am hoping to increase the number of honors courses we can offer. That is always 
one of our challenges to see that students have enough options in their course selection  
so they can then graduate with the honors distinction,” Wilson said.
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Student center named after President Smith
The 106,869-square-foot facility that will replace the University Union has 

been named the Robert M. Smith Student Center in honor of current University 
President Robert Smith. Smith, who joined the University in 1999 as the provost 
and vice president for academic affairs and was named the 15th president of SRU 
in 2004, will retire from the position in February 2012. 

Students asked the Council of Trustees to honor Smith for his commitment to 
students and for 
championing the 
cause for a new 
student union 
since the idea 
was introduced 
by the Student 
Government 
Association 
in 2004. The 
Smith Student 
Center is being 
paid for by  
student fees. 

Facilities and planning  
provides construction spark

The facilities and planning department 
has completed 30 campus renovation 
projects, signaling the University’s com-
mitment to top-tier facilities. The depart-
ment has also made significant progress 
on construction of the $39-million Robert 
M. Smith Student Center and a major 
renovation to Weisenfluh Dining Hall.

Construction projects ranged from 
$2,200 to study water problems in North 
Hall, to line repairs to pipes to the com-
pletion of a Bag House to capture boiler 
plant emissions.

Weisenfluh will receive new food sta-
tions and a remodeled exterior and is 
scheduled to reopen spring semester. The 
retaining wall near Patterson Hall was 
installed, and Phase II of the Patterson 
Hall addition is expected to begin in 
November. The expansion will add major 
laboratories to the building.

Curry earns ‘2011 Men of excellence’ honor 
Charles Curry, vice president for finance and administration, has been named one  

of the New Pittsburgh Courier’s 2011 Men of Excellence. 
“Our honorees represent a diverse group of African American men in 

our community. This group of executives, business owners and com-
munity leaders have displayed proven success within their profession, 
are positive role models whose contributions encourage others, and 
are active in community service or organizational involvement,” said 
Stephan Broadus, assistant to the publisher. 

“I am humbled to be named one of the New Pittsburgh 
Courier’s 2011 Men of Excellence,” Curry said. “I have always 
tried to give back to others because many others helped me 
along the way. My parents taught me from a very young  
age to never be afraid to ask for help or to give help.” 

Curry joined the University in 1986 as the assistant 
vice president for finance and served in that capacity 
for 18 months prior to being promoted to his  
present position. 

SRU goes greener
Like recycling, reducing energy costs often boils down to encouraging 

people to take the little steps. SRU’s Energy Conservation Committee 
has launched an Energy Pledge to encourage faculty, staff and students to 
embrace personal energy saving measures.

The committee identified several ways to reduce consumption, most of 
which can be implemented at home too. The committee suggests using 
natural daylight whenever possible; unplugging chargers and appliances 
when not in use; powering down computers; printing less and only double 
sided; taking shorter showers; using elevators only when necessary; and 
running outside or on a track instead of using an electrical-powered treadmill. 

Presidential search 
continues

The search is on to find a replace-
ment for Robert Smith. An advertise-
ment has been placed in the Chronicle 
of Higher Education and the University 
has received several applications and very 
positive inquiries.

The University hired a consultant to 
contact senior level master’s institutions 
at both public and private universities to 
identify and encourage highly-qualified 
candidates to apply.

A review of applications is ongoing with 
the goal of narrowing down the pool by 
mid-November. Smith will retire from the 
University in February 2012.
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Numbers923,995,978
Dollar value of 10,213 contracts and subcontracts pro-
cessed by the Government Contracting Assistance Center 
since its inception in 1989

154,185,617
Assets of the SRU Foundation (including traditional opera-
tions and the Residence Suites) as of June 30, 2011

17,702,691
Dollar value of the combined endowments of the SRU  
Foundation and the SRU Alumni Association

2,041,450
Dollar value of gifts received for FY 2010-11 by the SRU 
Foundation as of June 30, 2011

84,159
Dollar value for eight awards received through the Grant 
Office from May 1 to June 30, 2011

55,583
Total contacts for clinical and non-clinical student health 
services during the 2010-11 academic year. These  
contacts included clinical visits, inpatient care stays,  
health education contacts and phone consultations

18,121
Students receiving health care through SHS, totaling 6,631 
hours in direct care

3,776
Total number of students (1,528) and guests (2,248)  
attending Orientation

200
Out-of-state students attending Orientation

175
Student interns placed summer 2011 by the College of  
Business, Information and Social Science

172
SRU student-athletes named PSAC scholar athletes with  
a 3.25 or higher GPA

144
Fleet Van Safety Training classes offered to campus employees

99
Percent of the freshman class that attended a Spring/June 
Orientation session

37
Students completing a summer study  
abroad program

Slippery Rock
University

ROLLiNG PRiDe: Trevor King, an SRU art major from Slippery Rock and a  
student designer in University Public Relations, designed this and a second Slippery 
Rock University Government Association Happy Bus wrap. The wraps have differ-
ent color schemes for the on-campus and off-campus buses and feature “Rocky,” the 
University mascot. 

Computer science scores 
ABeT accreditation 

Score three for computer science. 
The department has scored a trifecta of 
accreditations for its information technol-
ogy, information science and computer 
science programs from ABET Inc. ABET 
Inc. is the recognized accrediting agency 
for college and university programs in 
applied science, computing, engineering 
and technology. 

Athletic training earns CAATe re-accreditation
SRU’s athletic training major 

has received a 10-year continuing 
accreditation from the Commission 
on Accreditation of Athletic 
Training Education headquartered 
in Round Rock, Texas.

“As a result of a comprehen-
sive evaluation of your institute’s 
Athletic Training Education 
Program, including a self-study 
and on-site visit, the Commission 
on Accreditation of Athletic 
Training Education has voted to 
award Continuing Accreditation 
to the Athletic Training Education 
Program at Slippery Rock University,” Greg Gardner, CAATE president, wrote in a let-
ter to SRU President Robert Smith. 

SRU’s athletic training program has received continuous accreditation since 1974.

health services administration major honored
The health services administration major has been named one 

of the 12 smartest educational choices in the region in which 
to find a job. Pittsburgh Magazine, which rated the hottest 
programs, said SRU’s program gives graduates a competitive 
advantage for entering the booming medical industry in the 
Pittsburgh region. 

The magazine lauded SRU’s program as a hidden gem, a 
non-flagship major that nevertheless offers many opportunities. 
The U.S. Department of Labor reports health care will be the 
largest employer in the nation through 2020. 

“I am pleased but not surprised, because we have an excellent 
program that has been in existence for more than 25 years,” 
said John Bavaro, associate professor and coordinator of SRU’s 

health services administration major. “We have excellent relationships and partnerships 
with a large number of health care organizations in the region, not just hospitals but 
nursing homes and you name it.”    
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ROCK AthLetIcs

Donna Couillard Getreuer, ’74
Home:  
Stamford, Conn.

Profession:  
Director of market development, business marketing for 
Elekta, Inc., the global human care company pioneering sig-
nificant innovations and clinical solutions for treating cancer 
and brain disorders. 

Hobbies:  
Traveling. Through work and pleasure over the years, I’ve 
visited 48 states and 44 countries and am racking up lots of 
frequent flyer miles. My husband and I also do volunteer 
work for medical/dental care for the uninsured and for can-
cer research. We are expanding to our first international care 
mission this fall with a trip to Guatemala. And you can find 
me walking, biking, hiking, reading, or my new passion – 
snowshoeing – whenever I have a chance.

Great Accomplishments:  
I started my career in physical education at Slippery Rock 
University, but after graduation went to nursing school in 
Philadelphia. Slippery Rock didn’t have a nursing program 
at the time. I later got my master’s degree in nursing at Yale. 
My specialty has always been oncology, and my clinical days 
included everything from critical care to inpatient cancer care 
to hospice care. I moved from the bedside to the business world 
in the early 1990’s, and have since been working for oncology 
software and medical device companies. I feel the work that 
I do in medical informatics has contributed to the broader 
community of cancer patients and families. I am also a cancer 
survivor, so have been on both sides of the care continuum. 
And through all of this, my wonderful family has been with me 
every step of the way.

Why I give:  
I worked throughout my years at Slippery Rock University, 
and I understand how hard it can be to be a full-time student 
and also struggle to meet tuition and living expenses. By 
merging nursing and informatics into a single scholarship, 
I can give back to Slippery Rock University by encouraging 
future generations to pursue these critical areas where much 
more work remains to be done.

ROCK FILe
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WRiTe ON: Brandon Cestrone, a history graduate student from 
West Middlesex, signs the “Freedom of Speech Wall” erected by stu-
dents in the Quad. The SRU chapter of Young Americans for Liberty 
organized the event to raise awareness of the U.S. Constitution and 
Americans’ speech rights. More than 200 students signed the wall.

White out conditions
White has become the color 

of fan pride at SRU. Hundreds 
of students wore “White Out 
IUP” T-shirts when the rival 
state system school played The 
Rock in Mihalik-Thompson 
Stadium this fall. More than 
2,000 T-shirts were sold at the 
SGA Bookstore before the game. 
Fans were not disappointed as 
SRU beat IUP 20-6. 

The Harmony House, Slippery Rock University’s energy efficient 
classroom and office building for sustainability education and research, 
has been awarded LEED Silver Certification. LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design) is a national program operated by 
the U.S. Green Building Council that recognizes design, construction, 
operation and maintenance of high-performance green buildings. 

The Harmony House provides an anchor for SRU’s 83-acre 
Robert A. Macoskey Center for Sustainable Systems Education 
and Research.

harmony house earns LeeD Silver Certification
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They’re never too busy. Even though some of them 
work multiple jobs, the Slippery Rock University 
Council of Trustees members volunteer their time,  
talents and treasure to help students and the  
University. They embody the very best of the  
volunteer ethic SRU works to instill in each graduate  
as part of its commitment to produce competent,  
civil and caring citizens who will make their  
communities and the world a better place for all  
people to live and work. 

Appointed by the governor of Pennsylvania upon the recommendation of the 
state Senate, trustees govern the University. Among a variety of tasks with which 
they are charged: they approve the operating budget and fees, accept or reject 
curriculum modifications, name new buildings and recommend candidates for 
the University presidency to the chancellor and the Board of Governors. 

They are never too busy to attend a meeting, answer emails, shepherd 
growth or tackle tough issues with the budget. No one cares more about the 
University than the trustees.

The Slippery Rock University  
Council of Trustees

Joshua Young, ’04, chair
Eric Holmes, ’93, vice chair
John Thornburgh, secretary

Grace Hawkins
John Hicks, ’63

Brandon Maharaj, ’12
Robert Marcus, ’61
Dennis Murray, ’63
Robert Taylor, ’79
Suzanne Vessella GIVING BACK: The Slippery Rock University Council of Trustees are (from left)  

Robert Marcus, Dennis Murray, Suzanne Vesella, Josh Young, Brandon Maharaj,  
Robert Taylor, Grace Hawkins, John Hicks and Eric Holmes.

Trustees serve from the heart
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“I am passionate about serving because the University has  
given me so much,” said Eric Holmes, ’94, and current vice chair  
of the COT. “Slippery Rock University was a turning point in my 
life in terms of maturing. A lot of it involved civic involvement  
and engagement.” 

Trustees, six of whom graduated from SRU, said they serve from 
the heart to make a difference in the lives of students, and out of 
loyalty to the institution that helped them find the right path in 
their own lives. They are an eclectic group of retired school super-
intendents, business owners, police officers and science advocates. 
Some attended Slippery Rock in the early 1960s, while the young-
est trustee, Brandon Maharaj, will graduate in May.

Holmes recalled that he was told “from day one” as a stu-
dent that is it just as important to learn outside the classroom 
than in the classroom. Holmes’ commitment to his alma mater 
is such that he returned to serve as interim University police 

chief a couple years ago. He 
has also served as president 
of the alumni association. 
He currently works for the 
Pittsburgh police and has 
won several awards and com-
mendations for public safety.

“It is easy to volunteer and 
stay engaged because I care so 
much about the University,” 
he said. “It is not a burden; it 
is not hard. Part of everyone’s 
life should include some aspect 
of volunteering. Everyone 
should give of themselves to 
help others, those who are less 
fortunate, or be involved with 

something that you just care about.” 
Robert Marcus, ’63, who brings decades of teaching and busi-

ness experience to the table, said he volunteers to lead young 
people. Marcus’ background includes 34 years as a teacher and 
administrator in the Harrisburg School District and 40 years as 
president of Marcus Bonding, a family business. 

“Volunteering will help lead students in the right direction,” 
he said. “I like to think that I do that, as an educator, teacher, 
counselor, principal 
and administrator, I 
have always tried to 
impress upon young 
people the impor-
tance of study and 
becoming a produc-
tive person.”

A South 
Harrisburg native, 
Marcus said he was 
an average student in 
high school and went 
to work in a local mill 
after graduating. He 

soon realized he didn’t want to work in a mill for 30 or 40  
years and applied in 1958 to five institutions that offered  
physical education. 

“Slippery Rock answered first,” he said. “I drove up here, and 
the school accepted me. I started out, first semester with all Cs, 
and each semester after that my grades kept going up.”

Marcus said he works and volunteers with diligence to set an 
example and impress upon students the value of hard work. “My 
dad instilled in me the importance of working very hard,” he said. 
“I’ve always worked one, two or three jobs. I still do.” 

Grace Hawkins, a teacher for 35 years, shows leadership in 
science education. 
Trained by the American 
Institute of Physics, she 
works to improve the 
teaching and learning of 
basic physics concepts 
for upper elementary and 
middle school students. 
Her professional experi-
ence includes serving as 
adjunct professor in the 
SRU department of edu-
cation. She is also on the 
board of Butler County 
Community College, an 
SRU partner.

“I am proud to pro-
mote SRU and its offerings whenever I can in the community,” 
Hawkins said. “Being a part of higher education through SRU 
and my involvement as a trustee has helped me give sound advice 
to many potential students. Because I am also on the board at 
BCCC, I get to be a part of the cooperation between the commu-
nity college and SRU. This is a great cost savings advantage for 
students and their families.”

Hawkins backs up her ethic for civic engagement by “walking 
the walk.” 

“The best way to convey to students that civic responsibility is 
critical is by example,” she said. “My rights as a citizen are impor-
tant to me and to protect them I am willing to get involved. Then 
I can ask others to do the same.”

Robert Taylor, ’79, a trustee since 2004, is chairman and 
chief executive officer of Cameron Companies, a diversified 
holding company that specializes in business consulting, govern-
ment affairs consulting and real estate investment. A graduate of 
Temple University School of Law, Taylor is admitted to the U.S. 
Third Circuit Court of Appeals. He has also been a White House 
appointee to the Environmental Protection Agency.

Taylor, who was recently appointed to the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education Board of Governors, also serves on 
a board for a non-profit organization that helps foster children, 
but said he harbors the most affection for and commitment to his 
alma mater.

“I got involved, first of all, because of great loyalty to the 
University,” he said. “Most of the people who mentored and 
guided me are no longer here, but serving as a trustee is my way 

“I am passionate  
about serving because  

the University  
has given me  

so much.” 
        – Eric Holmes,  
                          ’94

“ My dad instilled in me 
the importance  
of working  
very hard.” 

   –Robert Marcus,  
                        ’61

“I am proud to promote 
SRU and its  

offerings  
whenever I  
can in the 

 community.” 
        – Grace Hawkins 
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Rock University environment 
affords many opportunities to 
get involved. Rallies, fundrais-
ers, student government and 
many others. I would suggest 
that students should broaden 
their experience and look for 
some project, problem or both 
that goes beyond their ordi-
nary interest or concern.” 

Suzanne Vessella’s strong 
commitment to public service 
has led to a 20-year career with 
the Pennsylvania Department 
of the Auditor General’s 
Office. Appointed to the SRU 

council of trustees in 
2003, Vessella said she 
enjoys her role. 

“Our public 
schools and our 
Commonwealth’s 
State System of Higher 
Education are the 
foundation on which 
our future leaders will 
be built,” she said. “It 
is our responsibility 
to create an open and 
diverse environment in 
which growth, educa-
tion and enrichment 
can take place.” 

John Thornburgh 
is an executive search consultant based in Pittsburgh. His 25 
years of leadership experience as an executive or governing board 
member in health care, higher education, Fortune 500 corpora-
tions and not-for-profit organizations gives him broad-based 
expertise in governance, recruitment and retention issues. 

“I have always been 
committed to the cause of 
public higher education,” 
Thornburgh said. “Prior to 
my association with Slippery 
Rock University, I served 
as a member of the Council 
of Trustees at California 
University and also as a 
member of the PASSHE 
Board of Governors. I have 
also been very impressed 
with President Smith’s lead-
ership, and the direction 
that he has taken Slippery 
Rock University.” 

of saying thanks to them 
for what they did for 
me. The institution is so 
strong now and is attract-
ing better and better 
students. A foundational 
ethic of Slippery Rock 
University is its commit-
ment to young people.”

As a trustee, Taylor said 
he has learned a lot about 
what goes on behind the 
scenes. “I have just really 
been blessed to be around 
so many smart and good 
people who have made the 

institution a very competitive institution,” he said. “I want also 
to encourage other alumni to get engaged. You can get involved. 
There are many ways you can contribute, not just as a trustee.”

In 2010, at the age of 28, Josh Young, ’04, was elected the 
youngest chair of the council of trustees in Slippery Rock his-
tory. He is also an elected commissioner in Chester County and 
works as vice president of Young Garage, Inc., a business his 
grandparents started in 1960.

“Serving as a trustee is something I love to do,” Young said. 
“I want to make sure I give back out of gratitude for what I 
received. When I first stepped onto campus, I just fell in love. 
There is something special about the place.”

Young said he has always been interested in politics and 
policy. “I used to tell my mom when I was little that I wanted 
to be a U.S. senator,” he said. “I just feel like politics and pol-
icy is the way that you can change the world. That’s why I do 
what I do. I could do a lot of other things and probably make 
a lot more money.” 

Young said he is part 
of a new generation that 
is eager to affect change. 
“The difference between 
my generation and my 
parents’ generation is that 
my parents’ generation 
stood outside and tried to 
change government from 
the outside. My genera-
tion is trying to change it 
from the inside. You can 
get more accomplished 
that way.” 

John Hicks, ’63, taught 
education at SRU for 30 
years, until his retirement in 2002. Aside from his SRU trustee 
responsibilities, Hicks represents SRU on the Pennsylvania 
Association Council of Trustees executive board. 

“Please don’t forget that being named trustee is an honor and 
is based on service and commitment,” he said. “The Slippery 

“I got involved,  
first of all, because  

of great  
loyalty to the  
University.” 

        – Robert Taylor,  
                          ’79

“ I want to make sure  
I give back out of 
gratitude  
for what I 
received.” 

      – Josh Young,  
                       ’04

“ The Slippery Rock 
University environment  
affords many  
opportunities  
to get  
involved.” 

       – John Hicks,  
                        ’63

“Our public schools and 
our Commonwealth’s 

State System of Higher  
Education are  
the foundation  

on which  
our future  

leaders will
 be built.” 

         – Suzanne Vessela

“ I have always been 
committed to  
the cause  
of public  
education.” 

    – John Thornburgh
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“ I really believe sincerely 
that public service  
is freedom’s greatest  
privilege.” 

   – Dennis Murray,  
                          ’63

“My goal is working 
toward the continued  

betterment  
of the  

University.” 
        – Brandon Maharaj,  

                          ’12

It’s not quite finished yet, but that didn’t stop five former 
Student Government Association presidents from celebrating the 
impact the new student center will have once it opens.

“Since the seeds of the building were planted years ago by SGA 
leadership and were nurtured each consecutive year until their 
dream became a reality, I thought they should be one of the first 
groups to get a sneak preview,” said Robert Smith, Slippery Rock 
University president. The Council of Trustees recently voted to 
name the facility in his honor.

A couple weeks after giving trustees a tour, Smith invited the 
former SGA presidents back to campus recently for dinner and 
a tour of the Robert M. Smith Student Center. The five, Jude 
Butch, 2004-05; Julie (Hepner) Obney, 2005-06; Amie Homa, 
2006-07; Larry Brink, 2007-08 and 2008-09, and Jeremiah 
Rosser, 2010-11, were impressed with what they saw. 

“The student center will help bring together and enhance the 
new modern side of the University without overshadowing its his-
toric buildings,” Homa said. 

The 106,869-square-foot building, funded through student 
fees, will include a ballroom, theatre with accordion seating, work 
areas, conference rooms and lounges, bookstore, electronic store, 
Starbucks, Quaker Steak and Lube and PNC Bank. Completion 
is scheduled for February. 

The idea for a new student union was launched in December 
2004 when then SGA-president Butch notified the administra-
tion that SGA had approved a resolution requesting the expen-
diture of $40,000 from union fee money to conduct a feasibility 
study on renovation or construction of a new student union. It 
would take nearly six years, two student referendums, dozens 
of focus groups and some last minute politicking in Harrisburg 
before the official groundbreaking in October 2010. 

“The new student center will have everything a college student 

Maharaj came to the position 
having served in many leader-
ship roles on campus.  
He currently is vice president  
of traditions for the Green 
& White Society. 

“My goal is work-
ing toward the contin-
ued betterment of the 
University,” Maharaj said. 
“I have, and always will, 
seek to help improve the 
University that is offering 
me so much.” 

Trustees receive no 
compensation for serving 
on the Council and, in fact, contribute financially back to the 
University, “Serving is an honor,” Hicks said. “I think everyone 
on the council would do whatever they could to help Slippery 
Rock University. We love this school.”

Former SGA presidents  
tour new Smith Student Center

could possibly want,” Rosser said. “I honestly think the movie the-
atre will get the most use from all of the students. It will be used 
whether it be from a professor showing an informative film, to a 
showing of a new 3D movie.”

“Although it is not yet completed, it is clearly evident that the 
new student union will be the envy of and model for other universi-
ties that need a new student space,” Butch said. “The new student 
union proves that, once again, Slippery Rock University is leading 
the way with new technologies, innovations and accommodations 
for students that make it a great place to live and learn.” 

Obney, who received a bachelor’s and master’s degree from SRU 
in 2006 and 2008, said she expects the building to be the biggest hit 
with students; especially the restaurants, bank, theatre and ballroom, 
as well as a strong recruitment draw. 

“SRU is keeping up with the ever-changing world,” she said. 
“Students want access to new buildings, the best amenities and a 
one-stop shop. This is what the new center will provide to students.” 

“This building is all about the students,” Smith said. “It’s what 
they wanted. It’s what they needed. I am so proud of SGA and their 
leadership throughout the process. They had a vision, and even 
though they knew they wouldn’t personally benefit from the build-
ing while they were students, they were committed to making sure 
future students would benefit. That is a real legacy,” Smith said. 

Dennis Murray has 
been superintendent of the 
Altoona Area School District 
for more than 20 years. He 
brings to the table a variety 
of educational experiences, 
having also served as assistant 
superintendent, supervisor 
of elementary education 
and school board member. 
“I really believe sincerely 

that public service is 
freedom’s greatest privi-
lege. I’ve been on lots of 
boards and continue to 
pay my dues. Slippery 

Rock University in particular, I feel like I owe Slippery Rock some-
thing. It was actually a launching pad for my career.”

Brandon Maharaj, an exercise science major from Indiana, Pa., 
was appointed as the student trustee to the COT in June 2010. 
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D eborah Goral has always had a heart 
for helping others. It’s the reason she 

carved out a career as a certified activities 
director after graduating from Slippery 
Rock University in 1985, and it’s the rea-
son she returned to SRU to pursue a mas-
ter’s in health science, graduating in 1998.

“I chose Slippery Rock University 
because I knew I would work for a mission, 
or cause-focused organization,” Goral said, 
“and Slippery Rock University’s core values 
promoted these opportunities.” 

It’s no surprise, then, that Goral and five 
other SRU graduates would be among the 
key volunteers staffing the 2011 National 
Veterans Wheelchair Games, hosted last 
August in Pittsburgh. As the largest annual 
wheelchair sports competition in the 
world, the games are akin to the Olympics, 
with athletes competing in 17 sporting 
events from basketball to bowling to swim-
ming. The only difference is that these 
competitors are in wheelchairs – all victims 
of spinal cord injuries, amputations or neu-
rological diseases. 

Except they aren’t victims. Yes, most ath-
letes have experienced circumstances beyond 
imagination, but the whole point of the 
games is to promote rehabilitation through 
rigorous competition. “The games enhance 
the belief that sports can be healing, that 
when you are put to the challenge, you can 
overcome anything,” Goral said.

Goral, who served as vice chair of the 
games, works as a volunteer specialist for 
the Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Pittsburgh. She recruits volunteers to support 
veterans programs and special events, such as 
an upcoming party for blind veterans, a block 
party at Heinz Field and a boat ride.

“When we found out that Pittsburgh 
would host the 2011 National Veterans 
Wheelchair Games, it was easy for me 
to agree to become the vice chair for the 
event,” Goral said. “I knew I had the 
experience to pull off the assignment. I 
knew the games were a good cause. And I 
knew it would be a fun and exciting week. 
What I didn’t know is I would come away 
changed. I did this to help others – but 
meeting so many inspiring athletes helped 
me. It was moving to be part of something 
larger than myself.” 

SRU graduates help make 
the dream come true for 
500 wheelchair athletes 

WHEELS
of fortune

by Heidi Tyline King
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While the games are a very public dem-
onstration of overcoming the odds for the 
more than 500 athletes who participate, 
they also provide a boost in courage for 
the 4,000 volunteers who make the games 
happen. “Watching these athletes makes 
me realize that you can overcome any-
thing,” Goral said. “It also emphasized the 
idea that the spirit is the essence of who 
we are, and that part of ourselves doesn’t 
die when everything else falls apart.” 

Several other SRU graduates volun-
teered their time and talents to the games, 
some devoting up to two-and-a-half years 
to the strategic planning required to assist 
with the event. And like Goral, they, too, 
came away with a new outlook on life. 

Recreation therapist Laura Will, a 2003 
SRU therapeutic recreation graduate, was 
involved with two events: the block party 
and track and field events. 

“In my job, we have a motto, ‘Focus on 
your abilities, not your disabilities,’ and the 
games prove that people do just that,” Will 
said. “Not once did I hear any athlete com-
plain about not being able to do an event. 
Not once did anyone complain about the 
weather. They worked very hard to com-
pete to the best of their abilities. I watched 
these brave athletes make new friends, 

rejoice in what they could do, and simply 
live. There is life to live – even after a seem-
ingly insurmountable obstacle – and it is to 
be enjoyed to the fullest.” 

As a physical therapist, coach for the 
Keystone chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans 
of America, and lead clinician for the 
VA Pittsburgh Rehabilitation Seating 
and Power Mobility Clinic, Chad Evans, 
a 1991 athletic training graduate, has 
devoted his life to working with disabled 
individuals. He knows their struggles inti-
mately; he knows what it takes to get to 
the other side of a disability. 

“You cannot believe the amount of extra 
time and effort that VA employees dedicate 
to these games, but you do it anyway because 
it changes your life,” Evans said. “This year I 
had a novice athlete, a paraplegic who com-
peted in ramp bowling for the first time – 
and he won a gold medal. For him and oth-
ers like him, everyday life is a challenge, but 
to go that step beyond and consider yourself 
an athlete – to see them train and put forth 
the effort just as other athletes do – that’s the 
rewarding part of this.” 

Jason Fay, a 1997 community health 
graduate and physical therapist, co-chaired 
the swimming event. Fay said he sees a 
connection between his current volunteer-
ing and career serving others with his deci-
sion to attend SRU. 

“When I applied to SRU, the process 
focused heavily on volunteer work,” Fay said. 
“I think that was the beginning of a change 
in my work ethic, and it instilled in me the 
importance of giving back. For the games, I 
chaired the swimming event, and I was struck 
by the dedication of one athlete. He was a 
quadriplegic with limited use of his arms and 
legs, so most of his movement came from 
his neck. But he stuck it out, coming in last. 
What an example for all of us.”

David Difuccia, a 1984 SRU recre-
ation therapy graduate and VA director 
of recreation, and Lonnie Long, a 1977 
humanities graduate and Vietnam veteran 
who works as head chaplain for the VA, 
volunteered as well. 

“My whole working life now is providing 
for the spiritual care of veterans,” Long said. 

“Volunteering is important for me 
because it reminds me why I do what I do.  
I am strictly management now in my cur-
rent position. Volunteering renews my spirit 
and keeps me grounded,” Difuccia said.

SRU offers a number of opportunities 
for current students to become involved 
with volunteer work, including campus 

clean ups, an annual Empty Bowls event 
fighting hunger and a Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day of Service. 

“Part of our mission statement – as well 
as part of the Slippery Rock University cul-
ture – is to encourage volunteerism,” said 
Laurel Dagnon, SRU program director for 
community service on campus. “Prior to the 
1990s, we didn’t have a formal program, 
but when the AmeriCorps organization 
came to campus, we began offering engag-
ing volunteer experiences for students in 
hopes that they would go back to their 
communities and give back. That’s what has 
happened here – our graduates stepped to 
the front to assist where they were needed.”

  

“ I chose Slippery Rock University 
because I knew I would work for a 
mission, or cause-focused organiza-
tion, and Slippery Rock University’s 
core values promoted these 
opportunities.” 

– Deborah Goral
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When women’s soccer coach Noreen Herlihy’s father lay termi-
nally ill with cancer, the hospice care he received provided comfort 
and instilled in his daughter a deeper commitment to service. “Just 
to see the care he got and dignity he was given by compassion-
ate people at the end of his life was really amazing,” Herlihy said. 
“When you go through something like that, especially as an adult, 
it produces an effect on you and you want to give back.”

Even with a million other priorities, Slippery Rock University 
staffers find the time to volunteer in the community in a number 
of arenas. SRU embraces community service as a core value; it 
defines the University’s spirit and underpins its vision to excel as a 
caring community of lifelong learners connecting with the world. 
The University’s “Reaching for 2025 and Beyond” strategic plan 
reinforces the importance of civic engagement. 

“We expect our employees to be models of the values and civic 

responsibilities to which we wish our students to aspire,” said Robert 
Smith, SRU president. SRU employees walk the walk. They volun-
teer at hospices and nursing homes and serve on school boards. They 
organize Special Olympics, raise money for Lion’s Clubs and serve 
with Habitat for Humanity, the United Way, the American Heart 
Association and other groups. They also provide leadership in churches, 
VFWs and other non-profit organizations offering benevolence.

While the hours can be long, volunteers say a simple human ges-
ture often makes the biggest difference for a person in pain. 

“I volunteer at a hospice in Butler and help out in any way I 
can,” Herlihy said. “I visit and spend time with people and give 
support to patients. Sometimes I read to them or chat with them. 
Sometimes it can be as simple as holding their hand.” 

Demonstrating an ethic of service, SRU employees say, is one way to 
help influence students to develop their own sense of civic engagement. 

Paying it forward
University employees  

engage communities, world
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Herlihy leveraged her commitment to service into helping organize 
the SRU Forgotten Angels, a group of student athletes that have trav-
eled to Haiti and New Orleans to work with underprivileged children.

Faculty mentors teach by example and are honored to do so, 
said Kathleen Strickland, SRU dean of the College of Education. 
Strickland serves as vice president of the Slippery Rock Area 
School Board. She also volunteers as chair of the education pro-
gramming committee.

“The reason I did it is I have spent my whole life in education, 
and I thought it was my responsibility as a member of the com-
munity to share what I have learned over the years,” Strickland 
said. “With the education committee, we offer support to teachers 
to help them deliver up-to-date instruction. We also have a con-
nection to several University programs.”

Strickland said she absolutely gets a sense of satisfaction 
from serving.

“It is really a privilege to work with 
other people in the community, to 
bring different perspectives and 
different experiences to the table,” 
she said. “We’re all there for one 
purpose, to serve children. My expe-
rience on the school board has been 
very enlightening, and it has been 

very helpful to me. Here at the University we’re preparing teach-
ers, so the school board work completes the educational picture.” 

Lorraine Stubbs, assistant director of student involvement and 
leadership, volunteers with Habitat with Humanity. She has 
helped build houses in Pennsylvania, North Carolina and New 
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina displaced thousands.

“I’ve done Katrina relief multiple times,” Stubbs said. “We 
actually took a group of SRU students down to North Carolina 
to work with Habitat for Humanity, and they all enjoyed it. 
I’m hoping to do it again this year. Habitat gives you a fantastic 
opportunity to learn how to do things that are very useful. The 
experience we had with Habitat in North Carolina was very 
rewarding for myself and the students.”

Janet Flecker, a registered nurse at the student health center, 
takes an international approach to volunteer service. She has trav-
eled to the Dominican Republic seven times to provide medical 
care to Haitians living in the Dominican Republic. Her church 
organized the trips, which included Michael McDonald, a family 
physician in Slippery Rock, and Patricia Brown, SRU instructor 
of special education.

“When we enter villages to set up the clinics in dirt-floor 
churches under a tree or in a field shared with a skinny horse or 
cow, the people will gladly stand for hours in the hot sun wait-
ing for vitamins for their children or ibuprofen for their aching 
backs,” Flecker said. “Many have common infections or skin 
problems that progress because of lack of access to any health 
care. We do what we can to meet the immediate needs and work 

“ We have a public responsibility 
to produce competent, civil 
and caring citizens who will 
make their communities and 
our world a better place for all 
people to work.” 

– Robert Smith, president
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with the Dominican team to get others the consistent medical 
help that they might require.”

Flecker described the poverty in the villages as intense. Clean 
water and proper sanitation are scarce. Lice and parasites are 
common and malnutrition and hunger are par for the course. 
“Yet working in the sugar fields and living in tin huts is an 
improvement for many who left Haiti to find a better life in the 
Dominican Republic,” Flecker said.

Not having a medical background, Brown was unsure how 
to contribute at first. During her first year, she began visiting 
a village every day in an attempt to befriend the women. The 
next year, Brown returned to the village with yarn and knitting 
needles and taught the women to knit.

“They were thrilled with their creations,” Flecker said. “By the 
third year, they were creating items and selling them to those 
who came on the mission trips. Patty showed them how and 
where to invest their small earnings to purchase more yarn and to 
continue making interesting craft items.”

“Although just sharing love and friendship with these people was 
enough for them, I felt that I needed to do more,” Brown said.

The University’s Storm Harbor Equestrian Center utilizes stu-
dent, staff and community volunteers. Storm Harbor provides 
horseback riding opportunities for community adults and children 
with physical and mental disabilities. Most of the volunteers are 
SRU students majoring in exercise science, therapeutic recreation, 
adapted physical activity, physical education and special education. 

“Most of the volunteers are helping with the lessons and assist-
ing the riders with disabilities,” said Courtney Gramlich, eques-
trian center director. “We have a great program also happening 
here with the adapted physical activity program. It is a program 
for adolescents ages 14 to 21 and it is a pre-employment, skill-
building program. The adolescents come here to learn job skills 
while volunteering at the equestrian center.” 

Robert Ogoreuc, assistant profes-
sor of physical education, works as 
a volunteer nationally to prevent 
drowning and water accidents. 
He is a board member for the 
National Drowning Prevention 
Alliance and the U.S. Water Safety 
Congress and has also helped the 
American Red Cross revise its 
water safety manual. 

“I am passionate that we can 
prevent many of these drownings. 
A lot of it has to involve public edu-
cation and outreach. The more I can 
assist with that movement, the better. We are saving lives.” 

Pam Frigot, director of international services, volunteers with 
special events and fundraisers for her local VFW. Her son Tim, 
an SRU student, and husband are involved too.

“My dad served in World War II, and I do it to honor him, 
other veterans and current military personnel,” Frigot said. “I 
assist with special events and fundraisers, like one this past week-
end, called a Poker Run. They raise funds for various veterans’ 
charities. My son Tim did his Eagle Scout project there too. He 
remodeled a meeting room and bathroom for them. My husband 
helps with mechanical needs.” 

Robert McComas, sports information director, serves as presi-
dent of the Slippery Rock Lions Club and adviser to the SRU 
campus Lions Club, which he helped form last summer. McComas 
also serves as zone chairman overseeing five Lions Clubs in Butler 
County and is chair of the District 14-North Global Membership 
team. He recruits new members for the 43 clubs in Armstrong, 
Beaver, Butler, Clarion and Lawrence counties.

Although he works up to 80 hours a week covering sporting 
events at the University, McComas said he commits 15-20 hours  
a week to the Lions.

“I am involved in Lionism because my dad was a member who 
ultimately served as a district governor in Ohio,” said McComas, a 
Wooster, Ohio, native. “I basically grew up with it and came to appre-
ciate the good the organization does to assist individuals with sight and 
hearing difficulties. My mother was also active in Quota International, 
a women’s professional organization, so I have been raised in an envi-
ronment of helping others and being involved in the community.” 

McComas’ paternal grandfather and his parents experienced 
sight and hearing problems in their later years. 

“I have also encountered sight and hearing problems as I have 
matured,” he said. “So I have seen first-hand how those problems 
can change a person’s life, but also how they do not have to be a 
barrier to a person enjoying a full and pretty much normal life.”

Karen Perry, assistant director of campus recreation, has coached 
basketball and served as a local coordinator for Special Olympics 
for 15 years. She also volunteers at her church and with the 
Slippery Rock Women’s Club.

“I enjoy working with Special Olympics and other commu-
nity programs, mostly because I like to be involved,” she said. 
“Volunteering gives me a sense of accomplishment and ‘belonging’ 
at the same time. I like seeing other people succeed. I’ve had a lot 
of people help me along the way, and I like to give back.” 

Alice Del Vecchio, assistant professor of professional studies, 
teaches “Civic Engagement.” 

“My students conduct a policy analysis on an issue of inter-
est to help them realize what roles everyday citizens can plan 
in bringing about community change,” Del Vecchio said. 
“Students aren’t only interested in volunteering any more, 
they are considering work in the non-profit sector as a career 
option.” 

SRU is the only state system school that offers a minor in 
nonprofit leadership and a national certification from the 
Nonprofit Leadership Alliance. She said SRU’s nonprofit 
leadership minor has grown from five students in 2009 to 
50 this semester. 
Debbie Hutchins, who teaches therapeutic recreation at 

SRU, is a certified therapy dog handler. She and “Patches” visit 
with nursing home residents in Saxonburg. “It is really amazing to 
see how these visits lift the spirits of many residents.”

Helping develop people who understand society’s problems and 
who will work to solve those problems is important work, said 
Michelle McCollin, special education professor. McCollin does 
special education volunteer work and is involved with her church. 

“I believe that thoughtful, committed people can change the 
world,” she said. “Service to others is one of the focal points of 
my life. As professors and mentors of young people, we must set 
the example and be the advocates for engagement. Simply put, we 
must practice what we preach.”

“ As professors and 
mentors of young 
people, we must set 
the example and 
be the advocates for 
engagement.”  

– Michelle McCollin
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�oetry 
in motion 

Dancers go national  
with ‘love, joy, happiness’  
of movement
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technology, prepare students for their chosen profession. The  
program is nationally accredited. 

LaKeisha Dean, ’09, said “the family environment” and “great 
instructors” at SRU inspired her to become a dance performer and 
teacher. Dean joined Grace Dance Theatre in Philadelphia and 
teaches dance to children 2-18 in the Philadelphia public schools. She 
plans to pursue a master’s degree in dance at Florida State University 
but said dancing has been in her soul since her undergraduate days. 

“Explaining why I like dance so much is hard. That’s like asking 
why does your heart beat; dance is part of me,” Dean said. “Slippery 
Rock professors always listened and always gave wonderful advice.  
I learned so much from them and still ask them so much.” 

Many Rock artists pursue the big time, regardless of obstacles. Maria 
Handley, ’05, relocated to New York City after graduation and started 

����When it comes to the professional accomplishments of Slippery 
Rock University dancers, graduates have had quite a run. Hired 
by professional companies? Check. Selected to dance in big-time 
productions of “Alice in Wonderland,” “Mary Poppins,” “The 
Nutcracker, “Sleepy Hollow” and television’s “So You Think 
You Can Dance” reality show? Done, done and done. Teaching 
dance at the college level? Score four. 

�Dance graduates are performing and teaching from coast to 
coast, and they credit SRU’s small but outstanding dance pro-
gram with fostering their success. 

“Dance at Slippery Rock University has a very distinguished 
reputation,” said Amanda Rosenbaum, ’04. “After I graduated 
and went into the dance world, whenever I mentioned that I 
graduated from Slippery Rock, the person I would be talking to 
would have known one of the teachers, seen Slippery Rock danc-
ers perform somewhere or taken a class with one of the teachers.” 

Rosenbaum dances with Full Circle Company in Baltimore and 
teaches ballet, tap and modern dance. Earlier in her career, Ballet 
Lafayette in Pennsylvania gave her the honor of inviting her to dance 
in the “Ladek Zdroj International Dance Festival” in Poland. 

“The diversity of the dance program at Slippery Rock produces 
well-rounded dancers,” Rosenbaum said. “When you leave SRU, 
you have experience in performing, teaching, dance production, 
choreography, dance history and dance technology. Dancers that 
graduate are very knowledgeable in all areas which makes them 
an asset to the dance world.” 

SRU’s program has grown to include 120 majors and 30 
minors. Faculty, who continue to perform, promote dance as an 
art form through the creative, technical, expressive and intellec-
tual development of each student. Superior educational experi-
ences in performance, choreography, and teaching, with addi-
tional components of wellness for dancers and dance  
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Maria’s Movers – a “dance school on wheels.” She teaches dance to 
children ages seven months to 18, running programs out of the Jewish 
Community Center in Manhattan and two studios in Brooklyn. 

“The focus of my program is explained in one word – creativ-
ity,” she said. “One dad said he signed his daughter up for my 
class because he heard that I have a way of giving students the 
love, joy and happiness of dance and movement.” 

Handle said more than 1,000 NYC “littles” have taken creative 
dance or creative ballet class with her. She wants them to love 
dance and stick with it. 

“I always knew I wanted to teach young kids to dance, and 
Slippery Rock University gave me the education to make that a 
reality,” Handley said. “Even years later, I still use the tools and 
materials that I gathered while in the program.” 

Chad Michael Hall, ’00, works as a tenure track assistant pro-
fessor of dance at the University of California, Irvine. A New 
Castle, Pa., native, SRU’s dance department played a pivotal role 
in his life, hooking him like a trout in Slippery Rock Creek. 

“By the age of 21, I was very curious about what it would be 
like to be a professional dancer, but I had no formal training,” 

Hall said. “A friend of mine said SRU had a great dance depart-
ment, so I called it up and asked if I could come watch classes for 
the day. I went and by the end of the day, I begged them to let 
me audition. I fell in love with concert dance the moment I saw 
students training in the studio.” 

After graduating, Hall worked as a guest artist with Pittsburgh 
Dance Alloy, Attack Theatre before enrolling in a graduate 
program at The Ohio State University. After earning his mas-
ter’s degree, he taught dance at California State University/Los 
Angeles and Loyola Marymount University before accepting his 
current position at UC-Irvine. 

His foundation at SRU instilled a love of movement that he 
wants the country to embrace. 

“The world of concert dance remains largely unseen by the 
masses in this country,” Hall said. “Many people are unaware 
that in addition to entertainment, dance also exists as high art. 
Another misunderstood aspect to dance is the stigma that dancers 
are not very bright. I convey to students daily the truth that dance 
technique is more intellectual than physical.” 

Two SRU dance graduates, Ursula Payne ’92, and Teena 
Custer, ’00, returned to their alma mater to teach dance.  
Custer specializes in hip-hop dance and culture. Payne, an 
award-winning dancer and choreographer honored by Dance 
Magazine as one of “25 to Watch,” teaches modern, jazz and 
dance kinesiology. 

Custer, after earning a master’s degree at The Ohio State 
University and working with B-girl Rokafella in New York City, 
said she wanted to integrate hip-hop movement technique into 
the curriculum at Slippery Rock. She begins classes with a media 
viewing of a hip-hop event, followed by a discussion. After a 
warm up, students dance. 

“Everyone in the room contributes to building the energy to a 
climate of unprecedented physicality, emotions and spirituality,” 

�oy
“ When you leave SRU, you 

have experience in performing, 
teaching, dance production, 
choreography, dance history 
and dance technology.”– Amanda Rosenbaum ‘04
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CENTER STAGE: (from left, top) LaKeisha Dean, ’09, dances for a com-
pany in Philadelphia; Maria Handley, ’05, started a school in New York 
City; and Chad Michael Hall, ’00, teaches dance at the University  
of California, Irvine.
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Custer said. “Once the students have danced so intensely with 
each other, they engage in cultural greetings and recognition such 
as specific handshakes, hand waves, nods and high fives character-
istic of hip-hop culture.” 

Another misconception about dance is that it’s impossible to 
earn a living in the field. While not everyone in the arts thrives, 
consider Amy Sleigh, ’99. She teaches dance at Tarrant County 
College Northwest in Texas, performs professionally and leads 
workshops nationwide. 

“Yes, dancers can make a living at dance,” she said. 
Sleigh said she knew by her junior year at SRU that she wanted 

a career in dance. She described the program as a breeding ground 
for choreography and pedagogy and named faculty members Nora 
Ambrosio, Thom Cobb, Jennifer Keller and Payne as mentors. 

“SRU worked for me because I was continuously challenged,” 

Sleigh said. “The springboard from SRU 
provided me the opportunity to perform 
in Pittsburgh and teach part-time at the 
University of Pittsburgh and La Roche 
College and further my education with  
a master of fine arts.” 

Sleigh agreed that dance has an aca-
demic and research side to it, especially 
at SRU. “Dance is a form of commu-
nication. It defines cultures, rituals, 
societal etiquette as well as carving out 
decades of the reflection of humanity,” 
she said. “Dance involves many disci-
plines – music, math, physics, anatomy, language, art and more.” 

Andrea Savelli, a 2004 honors graduate who appreciates the 
artistry and self-expression of dance, appeared on “So You Think 
You Can Dance,” a national reality dance show that resembles 
American Idol. She finished in the top 25, although she prefers 
stage work to television. 

“There was a lot of drama, crying and gossip, which I guess 
you would think was normal with a bunch of dancers but it’s 
not, especially not at SRU,” she said. “We became like a family at 
SRU and genuinely believed in and supported one another.” 

After her undergraduate career, which included a performance 
at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., Savelli moved to 
Chicago in 2007 and started dancing with an entertainment com-
pany called Charizma. It specializes in performances with emcees. 
A year later, she joined a modern dance company called Beyond �a��i��ss

RIGHT MOVES: (from left) Ashley Valo, ’06, performs as a 
contemporary dancer in Richmond, Va.; Amy Sleigh (above 
third from right) teaches dance at a community college in Texas; 
Joanie Johnson, ’04, teaches dance to children in New York City.
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Grace. Savelli currently works as a studio director for Flirty Girl 
Fitness and has also done some modeling. 

“I have a greater appreciation for the SRU dance department 
now that I’m out of it,” she said. “When I was attending school, I 
definitely had an admiration for the faculty, but you don’t realize 
how influential they are until they aren’t in the picture every day.” 

Ashley Valo, ’06, dances for the modern company of RVA 
Dance Collective in Richmond, Va. She specializes in under-
standing and maintaining the value of movement in terms 
of spontaneity, surprise and improvisation. Her 2010 work, 
“Tailored,” was an investigation into finding a common ground 
between two technically trained dancers and one “non-dancer.” 
This work debuted at the Visual Arts Center of Richmond in 
2010 and was selected for the 2011 Asheville Fringe Art Festival 
in North Carolina. 

What excites Valo as a dancer? Minds. “When I create a new 
work, I tend to sit and pick my dancer’s brains to encourage 

them to create movement. 
We work together. I plant 

the seed, water it and 
put it in the sun, but 

they have to make it 
grow,” she said. 

Still, dancing is not without its 
challenges, including long hours, 

soreness and lack of adequate pay for 
performance, she said. “We don’t get sick 

days, you just have to plow through,” 
she said. “There are some days I 

wake and say, ‘I am not feeling 
it,’ but those are usually the 
days something clicks and I 
accomplish a lot.” 

Joanie Johnson, ’04, relo-
cated to New York City, too. She 

has taught dance to children in homeless shelters and danced for 
HT Chen and Dancers and Valerie Green/Dance Entropy, as well 
as gigs with independent choreographers. 

“The SRU dance department is amazing. I wouldn’t have got-
ten here without it,” she said. 

More recent Rock graduates are raising the barre as 
well. Alicia Garrity, ’11, works as a company member 

and educator of Diavolo Dance Theatre Education in Los 
Angeles. She travels California doing shows at local schools 

to share dance technique and advocate for the arts. 
“My dreams are coming true. It is quite an honor to have a 

dance job right out of college,” Garrity said. “The best thing 
about Slippery Rock’s dance program is the well-rounded training 
we get in choreography, teaching and performance. The training  
I received at Slippery Rock has been quite useful.”

�a��i��ss“ Dance is a form of communication. It defines cultures, rituals, societal etiquette 
as well as carving out decades of the reflection of humanity. Dance involves many 
disciplines – music, math, physics, anatomy, language, art and more.”– Amy Sleigh ‘99

HIP-HAPPENING: (from left) Teena Custer, ’00, teaches hip-hop at  
SRU; Alicia Garrity, ’11, travels California sharing dance techniques with 
school children.
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Joey Kennedy ’08
sees the light

Photographer Joey Kennedy knows all too well the public’s 
impression of his craft. In the public mind, photographers 
are either artists in the Ansel Adams or Annie Leibovitz 
tradition or photo journalists who capture wrecks and riots, 
and of course there are the paparazzi. 
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But in fact professional photographers 
like Kennedy, a 2008 Slippery Rock 
University graduate, straddle many worlds. 
Kennedy used his communication/emerg-
ing technologies education to launch Joey 
Kennedy Photography, which captures 
fine art wedding, lifestyle and event pho-
tography. Based in Pittsburgh, he has 
clients from Los Angeles to New York and 
also teaches photography at Butler County 
Community College.

Kennedy said he initially studied com-
puters since he thought the pay would 
be better, but a career in computer pro-
gramming didn’t satisfy his creativity. 
Photography hooked him like the nature 
scenes he photographs.

“I was an ‘older’ student returning to 
my education after a long pause. Hungry 
to make the most of my talents, I jumped 
in with my whole heart,” Kennedy said. 
“My first class was ‘Visual Literacy.’ We 
discussed the power of vision and how to 
harness the feelings in people by what they 
see. It was there that I learned my mission 
statement as a photographer: Show people 
what they have always known, in a way 
they never saw it before.”

Still photography, Kennedy said, has to be 
a labor of love. Otherwise, it can send you 
to bed frustrated. “It’s a science, plus art,” 
he said. “Half of photography is seeing, the 

other half is capturing 
the way you see it.”

Kennedy, who snaps 
up to 10,000 pictures 
a month, said he espe-
cially enjoys photo-
graphing people. But 
long exposure is what 
fascinates him. 

What strikes the 
viewer about Kennedy’s 
photographs is its essen-

tial humanity. His wedding images depict 
joy and triumph, humor and love. His 
nature shots convey the awe and quiet of 
an isolated road, a beam of sunlight or an 
outstretched tree captured in the fraction of a 
second that is the photographer’s hang time.

His photographs are often the polar 
opposite of what one would expect, and 
he works hard on set up. Kennedy recently 
used a fish-eye lens fastened to a pole and 
operated by a remote control to capture 
visitors’ reaction to an unusual art exhibit. 
The visitor sat in a chair and turned on a 
fan that blew beads of Styrofoam around, 
giving some the feeling of flying. 

“I am strongest at storytelling,” 
Kennedy said. “I love to tell stories about 
people, this life and how life affects them 
– both good and bad.”

Kennedy said three elements make a 
photograph strong or weak: light, point 
of view and composition. 

“It all starts with the light in my 
opinion; my work is really about the 
light,” he said. “One trick that works for 
me: find the beautiful light, then take 
your subjects to that light.” Kennedy 
advises beginners to “see the light first. 
Everything else will fall into place. 
Lighting is everything.”

Point of view is what makes photogra-
phy interesting. Many folks shoot pictures 
at eye level. “That is exactly what we 
expect to see, and as a result, we do not 
pay attention to the photograph,” he said. 

Composition is about arranging sub-
jects in time and space.

Kennedy said the foundation he 
received from SRU shapes his work, 
including high definition video. “I cap-
ture audio using hand-held recorders to 
create soundtracks for still photographs,” 
Kennedy said. “I then edit together a 
dynamic slideshow with sounds, photos 
and video for high-end clients. In 2009, 
I shot a small documentary in Ghana, 
West Africa using these techniques.”

Kennedy said he embraces the trend 
of video in marketing, higher educa-
tion, business and entertainment. When 
asked whether still photography is on 
its way out, Kennedy answered with an 
emphatic “no.”

“Photographers will always have a place 
in the world,” he said. “Photo journalism 
is about telling the story with just one 
image sometimes, but there is definitely a 
hybrid forming with stills and videos. It is 
a new genre called moving images.”

While Kennedy primarily shoots digi-
tal photographs, he traveled recently to 
Mexico to study film. In the high-end 
California market, he said most natural 
light photographers shoot film. Film has 
a great capacity for light because it is 
analog, and so is the light from the sun. 
Digital is an artificial replication of that 
light, he said.

“There is something so romantic and 
soft about the way film captures light,” 
he said. “However, digital sensors are so 
accurate, only photographers notice the 
difference.”

Light on!

“ Show people 
what they 
have always 
known, in 
a way they 
never saw it 
before.”
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The feats of clay delight the senses with streaks of color and 
bowl-to-boomerang shapes that veer between the figurative and 
abstract and evoke feelings like a metaphor or impressionist paint-
ing. “They” are the ceramists at Slippery Rock University. 

Tricia Bishop, an SRU art instructor and award-winning 
ceramic artist, teaches the A to Z of ceramics in the University’s 
ceramics studio with computerized kilns. Bishop helps students 
develop mood and message in their handiwork and heads the 
ceramics component of Opportunity Knocks, a University pro-
gram offered for high school students. 

“Placing a dull, chalky-looking piece of work in a kiln to be 
fired, then having it transform into the desired finished product 
can have a somewhat euphoric effect,” Bishop said. “On the other 
hand, it can also be equally disappointing when a fired piece does 
not work out as planned. Both results push students to continue 
to improve their skills.” 

Bishop, who joined SRU in 2010, said she teaches ceramics 
with the bigger picture of art advocacy in mind. She said visual 
arts have broad benefits for all students, not just the artistically 
gifted. Students who study the arts in a serious manner learn to 
see life from a broader perspective. They improve their problem-
solving skills and learn from their mistakes, she said.

“Creativity and creative problem-solving are directly tied to the 

progression and development of practically everything we do,” 
Bishop said. 

A Grenada native who moved to the U.S. in 1995, Bishop 
specializes in hand-built vessels and sculptural forms that blend 
ancient methods and shapes with modern technology. Her work 
achieves a timeless elegance and has received merit awards from 
the Buyer Market of American Crafts in Philadelphia and the 
Memorial Art Gallery in Rochester, N.Y. 

Bishop said teaching 
remains her first love. 
“Teaching is clearly a mutu-
ally rewarding experience in 
the arts,” she said. “I get to 
view and analyze so many 
different interpretations of 
projects and enjoy creative 
problem solving. It keeps 
me constantly thinking and 
generating new ideas for my 
own work while helping stu-
dents develop theirs.”

Michelle Miller, an art 
education major from Sharon, 
said classes with Bishop as an 
undergrad student inspired her to focus her art on ceramics. She said 
Bishop demonstrated hand and wheel-throwing techniques and went 
into great detail about technique. 

“We started off making pinch pots using the pinching method,” 
Miller said. “We made coil pots using the coiling method, geomet-
ric shaped containers using the hard slab method and a lidded ves-
sel which we had to apply a certain glaze that could be Raku fired. 

For our final project, we had to choose the technique or project we 
enjoyed most and produce a ceramic piece using that technique.” 

More advanced classes focused on throwing techniques using 
a wheel and the application of Terra Siglillata, a lustrous, water-
proof glaze. 

“We learned how to throw pitchers, plates, lidded vessels, 
bottles and tea pots,” Miller said. “During the last couple of 
weeks, we worked on our final projects which could be thrown 

All fired up
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on the wheel or hand-built,” Miller said. “I enjoyed her ceram-
ics courses because, although her assignments were structured 
and centered on a particular technique, she was always very flex-
ible and willing to allow students to add their own creative ideas 
to the projects.” 

Miller describes Bishop’s own ceramics as “smooth, refined; 
very clean and very elegant.” Moreover, Bishop excels at mentor-
ing students. 

“It meant a lot to me to have her encourage me and tell me I was 
doing well,” Miller said. “It made me realize I could teach myself. I 
don’t think everyone can be an art teacher. You have to have an eye 
for something. She helped me realize I had picked the right major.” 

Although she always liked art, it wasn’t until Bishop’s under-
graduate days at Howard University that she found herself pursu-
ing ceramics. She switched her art focus from graphic design and 
painting to three-dimensional works in clay.

“Growing up in Grenada, I did not have much interest in 
ceramics mainly because I was not exposed to it and not familiar 
with the process,” Bishop said. “I became interested in ceram-
ics during my first semester at Howard University, especially the 
paper-thin, historic pottery of the Kerma people of the Sudan.”

After graduating magna cum laude from Howard, Bishop 
refined her skills as a fine arts graduate student at Syracuse 
University, where she worked as a teaching assistant. After 
graduating from Syracuse, Bishop worked at temporary teaching 
assignments, led workshops and worked in her own studio doing 
both wholesale and retail sale of her ceramics.

“It became apparent to me that I enjoyed teaching above every-
thing else,” she said. “Working in my studio became surprisingly 
unfulfilling over time.” 

Bishop said she is careful not to be overbearing with students. 
She aims to help students develop the style of a piece without dic-

tating the form. “Projects that have guidelines to follow but still 
leave enough room for individual expression are often self moti-
vating, as it allows for personal artistic development,” she said.

Bishop said technology has become an integral part of ceramics edu-
cation, starting with the mining of clay to the finished products. SRU 
mixes its own stoneware clay at the studio, obtaining clay sold in dry 
form. This gives students flexibility to mix a clay body that is free of 
impurities and has specific qualities and firing temperature. 

SRU students have the option of using computerized, elec-

tronic kilns. Students program the kilns to control the tempera-
ture and duration of drying. “The designing and engineering 
aspects of a piece completely influence each other, particularly 
in large-scale work,” she said.

SRU’s 1,800-square-foot ceramics studio includes a general stu-
dio, glaze lab, clay-mixing room and kiln room. The studio is set 
up for hand building and wheel-throwing projects. SRU offers nine 
electric wheels and 21 motorized kick wheels, as well as two com-
puterized electric kilns, two gas kilns and portable Raku kilns.

“ Creativity and creative 
problem-solving are 
directly tied to the  
progression and  
development of  
practically everything 
we do.” 

– Tricia Bishop, 
SRU art instructor 
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David Glover just wanted to be a rock star, and in the 
eyes of many of his students, he is.

The Slippery Rock University music department chair and per-
cussion teacher plays drums at Pittsburgh jazz clubs on weekends 
and evenings. So the rock star persona isn’t actually too far off.

But in his day job, Glover inspires students to become the best 
musicians they can be and has helped make SRU’s jazz program 
stellar. Jazz musicians – taught by Glover; saxophonist Jason 
Kush, instructor of music; and trumpeter Stephen Hawk, profes-
sor of music – have recorded several CDs and performed in festi-
vals across the U.S. and in Europe. 

Graduates have been accepted into some of the top graduate 
programs in the country, including the New 
England Conservatory of Music, the University 
of Texas and Florida State University. Others 
have become music educators and performers, 
“playing music for a living,” Glover said. 

Biker bar to professor
The beat of music has always pulsed through 

Glover’s blood. He’s been playing drums for as 
long as he can remember. “Since I’ve been too 
young to be playing in the places I was playing,” 
he said, including a biker bar with a dirt floor 
where he played when only 15. “Throughout my 
early years, I was just playing as much drum set 
as humanly possible. Like everybody else, I just 
wanted to be a rock star.” 

Born in Florida, Glover spent his elementary years 
in Ohio and returned to Florida for high school and 
college. As a teenager, he drummed along to records 
of his favorite bands for hours at home.

“The drums were a release for me from all the 
things I couldn’t do very well in school, socially or 
athletically,” Glover said. “I never had a formal drum lesson grow-
ing up, so I learned a lot of bad technical habits, but I also learned 
by playing along with music which is a big part of how I try to 
teach my students today.”

After high school, Glover enrolled at the University of North 
Florida. He said his love of percussion was sealed when he and a 
group of friends piled into a car and drove to Columbus, Ohio, 
to attend the Percussive Arts Society International Convention.

“The convention was massive and included the best drummers 
and percussionists from around the world performing, giving 
clinics and talking to younger students like myself as if we were 

just fellow musicians and equals. It was an amazing, life-changing 
experience,” he said. 

Glover went on to earn a master’s degree from Florida State 
University and doctorate from the University of Texas. Glover joined 
SRU in the fall of 2002, shortly after completing his doctorate. 

For as long as he can remember, Glover has been involved in the 
jazz and rock communities. Glover currently cites an eclectic mix 
of influences that personify his musical style, from jazz and classi-
cal to rock and Afro-Caribbean. And these influences make their 
way into Glover’s music classrooms and his one-on-one lessons. 

“Strangely,” Glover said, “there were quite a few connections 
between the University of Texas at Austin and the faculty who 

teach there and Slippery Rock University. I never 
thought in a million years that I’d end up in western 
Pennsylvania, but it’s been great.”

huge impact on students 
SRU was Glover’s first full-time teaching job 

and, 10 years later, he’s made an indelible impact 
on his students.

Justin Chesarek, a 2008 Rock graduate, is 
already teaching music at the college level at Emory 
University and performs the Atlanta club circuit. 
He praised Glover’s teaching approach and recalled 
his lessons in classical percussion, drum set, jazz 
percussion, a computer class for writing music and 
percussion ensemble. 

“He really tailored our lessons toward our best 
interests and toward what I was interested in and 
what I wanted to learn,” he said. “No matter how 
weird some of my requests were for what I wanted 
to learn about, he always had some kind of feed-
back for it. His background is so diverse, it’s hard 
to stump him.”

After SRU, Chesarek earned a master’s degree in jazz studies at 
Georgia State University and decided he liked the idea of teach-
ing college students because their passion was already grounded in 
music. “Instead of them having to be in these classes and show up 
for band, these students chose to be there,” Chesarek said. 

Students within the SRU music department have that passion, 
too, Glover said. By nature, music majors are a different breed. 
For one, they must be extremely dedicated to the study of music. 
Many take up to or more than 18 credits every semester, but those 
credit hours involve piano classes, ensemble classes, combo or 
band and take much commitment.

by Amy clingensmith Mongiovi, ’08 
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“ Very few percussion 
professors have David 
Glover’s expertise 
and experience in 
the jazz set arena. 
combined with his 
ability to reach stu-
dents through his use 
of humor, his overall 
positive demeanor and 
his musical talents, 
Dr. Glover has really 
reached a high level of 
mastery as a teacher 
and performer.” – Stephen Hawk,  

SRU professor of music

to the beat of his own 
marching

drum
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Music majors also have much more one-on-one contact with their major pro-
fessors, or those who teach students weekly on their primary instrument. The 
face time “is a major advantage to learning,” Glover said. “The sheer amount of 
work they’re doing, on top of all of their practice time, is really amazing.”

Jazzed about teaching
Some of Glover’s responsibilities lie with his department chair duties, but  

much of his time is still spent in class or one-on-one with students. His 
“Percussion Methods” class, for example, is geared toward music education and 
music therapy majors who need to learn how to teach and play percussion. 
Contrary to what many people believe, the drums do not always 
delineate the beat for the band. Sometimes that responsibility 
rests with the bass player. The drummer provides percussive 
accompaniment and rhythmic counterpoint to music, the 
pulse just being one of those elements.

Another of Glover’s passions is at the heart of  
his percussion ensemble and in teaching the Jazz 
Lab Band. 

As if all that weren’t enough, Glover has 
lead the student steel drum band called “SRU 
Panorama,” which has performed extensively 
around the region. Oddly enough, the cool 
weather of Pennsylvania is home to a large 
steel drum scene. West Virginia, Pittsburgh 
and Akron, Ohio are home to three of biggest 
manufacturers of steel drums, so many high 
schools have steel drums programs.

Some of those school programs, however, 
might be in jeopardy due to recent educa-
tion budget cuts around the state. “It’s quite 
a travesty, actually,” Glover said. “I have a 
lot of personal involvement in this area.”

Music students, Glover added, consistently 
score the best on tests and are routinely at the top of their 
classes. “And it’s not an accident,” he said. “There is a cer-
tain amount of discipline that is gained through the serious 
study of music and art that you can’t get in any other way.” 

Music graduates have taken their strong academics and 
music skills further and have been accepted into first-tier 
graduate programs at the University of Miami, Kentucky, 
Ball State, The Ohio State and Rutgers University. 

One of Glover’s music majors knows first-hand 
how much high school music can shape a young person. 
Stephanie Cicero, of Butler, met both David and Kimberly 
Glover while in high school, taking music lessons from the 
couple. At SRU, Cicero has had Glover for her percussion 
lessons and percussion ensemble for last three years. The 
music education major meets with Glover one-on-one 
every week with percussion as her primary instrument. 

Cicero, whose dream job is to teach elementary instrumen-
tal, values the fact that Glover is interested in more than her 
percussion progress. Before the start of every lesson, she said, 
he asks how her other classes are going – how her life is. 

Glover said he enjoys seeing SRU students discover 
the limitless potential of the drumming family of instru-
ments. “I admire anyone with the courage to take the 
less traveled path, especially when it involves music and 
drumming,” he said. 
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A        s soon as they heard about the conference focus –  
racial disparities in health care employment – the Slippery  
Rock University “seven” knew they had to attend. The students, 
seven minority health service administration majors who plan to 
work in the field, knew that arming themselves with information 
to confront the minority employment gap was critical, so they 
took it upon themselves to find a way to participate in the Las 
Vegas gathering.

Students applied for and received nearly $4,000 from the 
University to attend the National Association of Health Care 
Executives Educational Conference. NAHCE is a non-profit 
organization working to ensure greater participation of minorities 
in the delivery of health care.

They participated in workshops and networked with minority 
professionals committed to reducing ethnic disparities in health 
care leadership. 

Current data in the healthcare management profession shows 
minorities represent 28 percent of the population in the U.S., yet 
only 3 percent of the health care profession. 

“Getting the chance to speak with other health care profession-
als who are minorities and learning what it’s like for health care 
professionals in the field was the most important thing to me,” 
said Mychael Lee, a senior from West Chester. 

The other students who attended are Jennifer Lee of 

From the Dean:
We supported the traveling initiative to give students professional expe-
rience and prepare them for their future careers. It was everything right 
about what we do in education.

– Kurt Schimmel

Middletown, Del., Amanda Shaw of New Kensington;  
Cherie Olivis of Pittsburgh; Brittany McNeil, of Pittsburgh; 
Monica Smith of Aliquippa and Aubrianna Taylor of  
New Castle.

“I was so excited when we learned the funding had been 
approved,” said Jennifer Lee, who plans to become a licensed 
sonographer. “My goal is to contribute to the well-being of other 
people by working and making a difference in the health care 
profession. Slippery Rock has given me many opportunities to 
pursue my dream.”

Health service administration, with 90 majors, is one of the 
hottest programs on campus. Pittsburgh Magazine named it one 
of the 12 best majors in the region for finding a job. Western 
Pennsylvania has a high percentage of elderly and health care is 
one of the fastest growing enterprises.

students advocate  
for minority health 
care jobs

UNITED IN CAUSE: Cherie Olivis of Pittsburgh; Monica Smith of 
Aliquippa; Aubrianna Taylor of New Castle; Mychael Lee of West Chester; 
Amanda Shaw of New Kensington; Brittany McNeil of Pittsburgh and Jennifer 
Lee of Middletown, Del., are standout health service administration majors.
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C
ollege of Education

From the Dean:
Faculty in the College of Education engage in publication that includes 
the writing of educational curricula, scholarly articles and children’s lit-
erature. Professors present at national conferences, publish in their field 
and engage in research that informs their teaching. 

– Kathleen Strickland

Route 66 inspires  
’Annie Mouse’ trip

Children’s story character Annie Mouse has an alter ego –  
her creator and author Anne Maro Slanina, Slippery Rock 
University associate professor of elementary education and early 
childhood. Slanina’s passion is the famed U.S. Route 66.  
So, Annie’s latest adventure takes her across America on the  
nostalgic roadway.

Slanina, who joined the SRU faculty in 1998, has authored 
four previous “Annie Mouse” books. Her latest is “Annie 
Mouse’s Route 66 Adventure.”

“My real passion is Route 66; it began with my first trip 
across country. I have driven it yearly since 2006 to visit my son, 
Michael and his family, in Arizona. I have just fallen in love with 
it,” she said. 

“The trip for Annie and her family was just a natural,” she said, 
adding she first started working on the book during her first trip. 
“The book is really a great way to open communication,” she said.

Slanina, an expert in the social development of children, said 
her book also provides a valuable tie-in to classroom teaching for 
education majors.

“I teach our students how to use picture books to guide 
young children’s emotional and social growth and develop-
ment,” she said. 

The Route 66 book opens with Annie, the series’ principle 
character, arriving home on the last day of school to find the fam-
ily car already packed. She initially thinks the Mouse Family is 
moving, but quickly learns that a family trip is planned instead. 

“This is the longest book I have written, at 48 pages, but it 
could have gone on for 2,000,” she said. The book takes the  
family to some of the famous, and not so famous, stops along  
the famed highway. 

Slanina took all of the color photographs in the book. David 
Keppel digitally added the animated characters to the photos. 

Slanina, who joined the SRU faculty in 1998, said all of the 
Mouse Family books are designed to provide parents, teach-
ers and others both an enjoyable read for their children and the 
opportunity to talk about important family issues and values in a 
disarming way. Topics such as fears, make-believe, going to the 
hospital, making new friends and, in the latest offering, taking a 
family vacation are covered. 

The latest book is now on sale at Amazon.com and at numer-
ous stores, restaurants and souvenir shops along the roadway. 
“There are even copies available at the souvenir shop in the 
Grand Canyon,” Slanina said. 
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From the Dean:
One of the missions of our college is to promote undergraduate faculty-
student research. Our faculty are committed to this and also committed 
to closely mentoring our undergraduates. This faculty support, coupled 
with the high quality of our students, helps insure that those who aspire 
to studying in graduate and professional programs are well positioned to 
do so. Others are well positioned to step into the work world knowing that 
they are well prepared to begin contributing on day one.

– Susan Hannam

Students who worry about finding a plum job after college or 
being accepted into a top graduate school might want to take a second 
look at the programs offered by the College of Health, Environment 
and Science. Recent health and science graduates have been success-
ful in getting accepted into prestigious doctoral programs and landing 
high paying jobs.

Consider Tyler Martin, a 2010 geology graduate. He works as a 
wetland delineation specialist earning $70,000. 

Patrick Burkhart, professor of geography, geology and the environ-
ment, said he mentored Martin during one of his annual student-
research exhibitions to Badlands National Park. Burkhart said Martin 
was a floundering undergraduate until the Badlands experience.

“After that he just blossomed,” Burkhart said. “He always had great 
intellectual potential and people skills. What he needed was direction, a 
sense that someone believed in him, and a hot iron on the ‘keister.’”

Andrew Ryan, ’11, environmental science, was accepted into the 
doctoral program in planetary science at Arizona State University. 
ASU offered him a full-ride scholarship, based in part on his miner-
alogy and geochemistry research at SRU.

Recent mathematics graduate Emily Mortimer works as a suc-
cessful teacher in the area; mathematics graduate Chelsea Donahue 
works for the Pennsylvania Game Commission, and Megan 
McKinney, mathematics, is an actuary. 

“One reason math and science graduates do well is that the subjects are 
difficult. Every job involves learning new things and these degrees tell an 

Physics is one of the College of Health, Environment and Science programs 
that has spring boarded graduates to prestigious doctoral programs at Yale 
and Johns Hopkins.

hes graduates  
score educational, 
career successes 

employer, ‘If I could learn that, I can learn whatever is needed for your 
company.’ That’s why you see our graduates in business, government, 
and research positions that are not degree specific, but require a lot of 
critical thinking skills,” said Robert Vallin, professor of mathematics.

The college is proud that its graduates are demonstrating the 
strength of their SRU degree. “With the sound undergraduate 
majors and minors we offer, our students are prepared to compete 
for top jobs and graduate from professional school programs,”  
Susan Hannam, dean of the college, said.

Indeed. Sara Elling, ’11, biology, is now studying at the Temple 
University School of Medicine, to become a physician. Madeleine 
Spigler, ’10, biology, is a master’s degree candidate in the department 
of entomology at Purdue University. Rebecca Pike, ’08, biology, is a 
doctoral candidate at the University of Prince Edward Island, where 
she received a $20,000 fellowship. Christine Lundblad, ’11, chemistry, 
enrolled in an inorganic chemistry doctoral program at the University 
of Oxford. Recent physics graduates have been accepted into doctoral 
programs at Yale University, Johns Hopkins and North Carolina State.
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From the Dean:
Given Sharon Massey’s wide-ranging expertise in the arts, we look 
forward to the events she will bring to Slippery Rock University that will 
enhance our students’ appreciation of the arts.

– Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio

Sharon Massey, the new director of Slippery Rock 
University’s Martha Gault Art Gallery, believes art is more than 
a sensory experience. Art can unify academia and get people 
thinking about broader subjects such as environmental stew-
ardship, art and science, leadership and civic engagement.“Art 
shows can get a lot of people thinking about recycling and 
being more responsible with the environment, which would be 
a perfect tie-in to the SRU sustainability program. One of my 
goals is to foster collaborative projects with other departments 
so that art is a broader presence on campus and in the commu-
nity,” Massey said.

Massey, who has a master in fine arts degree from East 
Carolina University, took the reins of the gallery this fall. Most 
recently, she worked as an instructor of art at the Community 
College of Allegheny County. Her broad stroke of experience 
includes teaching at the high school and college level, exhibition 
management, making jewelry and advising college art programs. 

Massey describes herself as an advocate for interactive and 
interdisciplinary art education. “I plan to make the Martha 
Gault Art Gallery a dynamic and thought-provoking destination 

on campus,” she said. “I want to show high-quality work that art 
students on campus should aspire to, and challenging, innovative 
and exciting works that the rest of the campus and the commu-
nity can be inspired by.”

Massey’s teaching experience includes a stint at Central 
Piedmont Community College in North Carolina. She served as 
visiting instructor at Purdue University, adviser to the Carnegie 
Mellon University art management programs and worked as an 
art teacher and gallery director for the Interlochen Arts Academy 
in Michigan, one of the nation’s most prestigious boarding arts 
academies for high school students.

“My background is helpful for running the gallery because I 
have a lot of different experiences in various arts organizations, 
and I understand the process from both the artist’s perspective as 
well as a gallerist,” she said. “My background in jewelry and met-
alsmith means I am extremely detail oriented, which is helpful 
with display and art handing. My experience in the non-profit 
sector gives me curatorial experiences.” 

Massey said she discovered art early, developing her first port-
folio when she was 12. Her background is in jewelry and craft 
media, but she said she likes contemporary art that “isn’t just 
aesthetically pleasing but has deeper meaning to it.” 

Her own work has been exhibited in Chicago, Italy, Spain, 
England, Japan and San Francisco. 

gallery director sees 
broad possibilities
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ALUMNI AssocIAtIon reporteditorial information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply email us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1.800.GET.ROCK  
or fax us at 724. 738.4784. We do not publish engagements or pregnancies, but we do publish marriages and births.

(M) – Denotes master’s degree,     (F) – Denotes faculty member,     (FR) – Denotes friend of Slippery Rock University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes
1930s
Katherine 
“Kitty” White 
Glenn, ’36, 
remains as 
active as possi-
ble for a 97 year 
old and said she 
keeps up with 
her alma mater 
by reading The 
ROCK. Staffers at Independence Court 
in Monroeville, Pa., said Glenn keeps 
an edition of the magazine on her end 
table. Glenn, who majored in health and 
physical education at Slippery Rock, 
recently visited the Pittsburgh Zoo and 
Phipps Conservancy.

1940s
‘49ers’ are 
still kicking. 
Five class 
members 
(from left)–  
hazel 
Kistler Vukmir ’49, Sara Jane 
Scullion Johnson ‘49, Ruth Jean 
Kimmell Chalfant ‘49, Willie 
Saunders ‘49, and Ruth Podbielski 
’49 – recently reunited. They adopted 
two ‘kids,’ LaVerne Berkabin and Jane 
White Bolinger, 1950 graduates.

1950s
Robert Craig, ’57, completed the book 
“A Civil War Family – The Battling Blacks 
of Butler County, Pennsylvania During 
and After The American Civil War.” Craig 
researched the Civil War exploits of 14 
young men from the Black family. The 
book is available at Amazon.com.

1960s
George 
Waggoner, ’66, 
was recently 
inducted into 
the Saint Joseph 
College Hall of 
Fame for his 
accomplish-
ments as a Saint Joseph’s coach. 
Dennis Riegelnegg, ’72, president 
of Saint Joseph College, presented 
the award.

Roland Vendeland, ’69, social studies 
and special education, is a child and 
adolescent therapist based in Turtle 
Creek, Pa. As he approaches retirement, 
Vendeland said he is returning to his first 
love – researching, writing and speaking 
about history. He said his writing and 
speaking have folksy tones.

Rose Pensenstadler Shrout, ’69, 
teaches health and physical education 
at Plum Senior 
High School. She 
plans to retire in 
2012, marking 40 
years of teaching 
in Oregon, New 
York, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. 
Shrout also 
sponsors Girls’ 
Leaders Association, a service organiza-
tion with projects that help the needy. 
“SRU remains a premier University, and 
it will always have a special place in my 
heart,” she said.

1970s
Three members 
of the class of 
1970 – Carol 
Bucher, 
Kathy Madeja 
Wescoat 
and Barbara 
Bell Bloom – 
recently met for 
a reunion in Pittsburgh. The trio recalled 
that they lived “second right rear” in 
the now-defunct Towers student hous-
ing building. Bucher currently lives in 
Maryland; Wescoat in Pennsylvania; 
and Bloom in Texas.

Deb Kalikow-Pluck ’75, of Farmington, 
Maine recently earned her doctorate 
in philosophy, with a concentration in 
educational/leadership systems and a 
specialization in higher education from 
Union Institute & University. Her research 
focused on alumni of a TRIO Upward 
Bound program to identify the program 
elements that helped them to success-
fully prepare for attending college. In 
2009 she received the highly competitive 
Doctoral Learner Scholarship for her 
outstanding academic achievements. 
Kalikow-Pluck credits her educational 
aspirations to her parents and Slippery 
Rock University for an exceptional under-
graduate experience. 

1980s
Arthur Scully 
iii, ’82, vice pres-
ident of develop-
ment and com-
munication for 
Magee-Womens 
Research 
Institute and 
Foundation, has 
been elected to 
the board of the 
Carnegie Hero Fund Commission. He will 
also serve on the organization’s execu-
tive committee.

Matt Veres, ’87, mathematics, is 
the finance controller for BEA Inc. in 
Pittsburgh. The company manufactures 
safety and security sensors for the 
pedestrian, industrial and security mar-
kets. Veres noted that he played soccer 
at SRU for the late coach Jim Egli and 
continues to play the game. He said his 
daughter Rebecca plans to enroll at SRU 
in fall 2012 and play soccer.

Charles heurich, ’87, is program 
manager of the National Institute of 
Justice’s forensics division. He was 
recently named a finalist for the Samuel 
J. Heyman Service to America Award 
for his part in developing the National 
Missing and Unidentified Persons 
Systems, a clearinghouse for missing 
and unidentified persons’ records.

1990s
Debra Fitzsimons, ’91, has moved from 
the University of Hawaii to the South 
Orange County Community College 
District, where she will serve as the dis-
trict’s vice chancellor of business services 
and chief financial officer. The district, in 
the greater Los Angeles area, includes 
Saddleback College, Irvine Valley College 
and Advanced Technology Education 
Park. Fitzsimons said she would oversee 
a $528-million budget, capital improve-
ments and business services.

Marne Griffin, ’92, ’98, associate 
professor of English at Hilbert College, 
recently received an Excellence in 
Service Award at Hilbert’s academic 
honors reception. Griffin received her 
bachelor’s degree in secondary education 
and master’s degree in English from SRU.

Anne Baldwin Veres, ’90, is director 
of rehabilitation services at Canonsburg 
General Hospital. After receiving a 
bachelor’s degree in allied health from 
SRU, Veres received her master’s degree 
and doctorate from the University of 
Pittsburgh and Chatham University. 

Ray Novotny, ’94, manager of Ford 
Nature Center in Mill Creek MetroParks 
in Youngstown, Ohio, recently received 
the 2010 National Association for 
Interpretation (NAI) President’s Award 
during the non-profit organization’s 
national workshop in Las Vegas. The NAI 
advances the profession of heritage inter-
pretation and includes 5,000 members.

Juliann Galmarini Mangino, ’96, 
recently published her first book, “ABCs 
for Mommy! Part of the Young Parenting 
Series.” The book promotes positive 
thinking and builds character traits 
that are essential for young mothers. 
She received her doctorate from the 
University of Pittsburgh.

Lynda Lambert, ’89, ’94 was featured 
recently in a one-person exhibition at the 

Merrick Art Gallery in New Brighton. The 
show included pottery, encrusted bead 
worked jewelry and wall works done over 
the last four years; after she lost her sight. 
She is a retired professor of fine arts and 
humanities at Geneva College. Her work 
has been shown in more than 200 exhibi-
tions over the past 30 years; featured in 
private and public collections; and her 
career is archived at the National Museum 
of Women in the Arts, Washington, D.C.

2000s
Nicole DiCicco, ‘09, received her mas-
ter’s of science degree in exercise physiol-
ogy from the University of Pittsburgh in 
August and is currently an exercise physi-
ologist/health educator at Cigna.

William harmon, ‘09, received his 
master’s of business administration 
degree from California University of 
Pennsylvania in August and is currently 
working at PNC Bank.

Jon MacColl 
’07, was recently 
hired as the men’s 
and women’s 
assistant swim 
coach at Queens 
University of 
Charlotte, N.C. 
He has 11 years 
coaching experi-
ence, and most recently led the STAR 
Aquatics organization in High Point, N.C. 

Daniel hooven ’06, and Adam 
Kimmell ’07, were featured on and 
won the series premiere of the Travel 
Channel’s primetime reality series titled 
“Zak Bagan’s Paranormal Challenge” 
which aired this past summer. Aside from 
the national exposure, they have compiled 
a full season of their own ghost-hunting 
reality series that is currently online. Their 
group will be pitching the show to net-
works starting in October of this year.

Alumni Association launches 
Past President’s Scholarship
SRU’s Alumni Association has launched the 
SRU Alumni Association Past President’s 
Scholarship, with the initial award to be 
presented in April. This scholarship has been 
endowed from donations from past associa-
tion presidents. The initial scholarship aims 
to award between $500 and $1,000 to one 
deserving student. Criteria include: 
•  Sophomore or higher 
•  3.25 GPA or higher 
•  Preference to those whose parent is a  

member of the SRUAA

Scholarship applicants will be required to 
write an essay describing why they are 
deserving of this scholarship along with  
a description of their extra-curricular activities 
that benefit the SRU community.  
Call 724.738.2018 for more information.
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Births and Adoptions
2000s
Adam huck, 
’02, and his 
wife Michelle 
announce the 
birth of their 
son Connor 
Morgan Huck 
born August 11, 
2011.

Andrea 
Bungard 
Cottom, ’02, 
and her husband 
John Cottom Jr. 
announce the 
birth of their 
second son, 
Andrew George Cottom, May 17, 2011. 
He weighed 8 lbs 4.6 ounces and was 
21 inches long. Pictured with Andrew is 
their first son John Ellis, 5.

 Weddings
1990s
Kathryn 
Andrews, ’94, 
and Claudia 
Montoya 
were married 
Oct. 7, 2010, 
in Laguna 
Beach, Ca. 
Andrews is a 
corporate safety manager for Universal 
Health Services, Inc. and owns www.
SafeatHome-OC.com where she assists 
older adults age-in-place. Andrews and 
Montoya live in Newport Beach.

2000s
Ashley hanna, ’07, ‘09, and Austin 
Johnson, ’09, were married May 21, 
2011. Several Rock graduates were in 
the wedding, including Ryan Mitchell, 

09, second from left; Nicole 
Richardson, ’06, second from left; 
Kristen Bellay, ’09, fourth from left; 
and emily Cody, ’08, fifth from left.

erin Cilladi, ’05, 
and Matthew 
hoffmaster, ’07, 
were married 
Nov. 27, 2010, 
in DuBois, Pa. 
Erin Hoffmaster 
received her 
bachelor’s 
degree in social work and a master’s 
degree in school counseling from SRU. 
She works as a counselor at Willow 
Creek Elementary School in Fleetwood. 
Hoffmaster received his bachelor’s 
degree in sport management. He is 
director of community relations for the 
Reading Phillies Baseball Club. The 
couple lives in Reading.

Courtney Donnelly, ’06, and Jared 
Schultz, ’03, were married May 28, 
2011 in Irwin, Pa. The couple traveled 
to Riviera Maya, Mexico, for their 
honeymoon. Both graduates teach in 
the Norwin School District. Courtney 
Donnelly teaches third grade and 
Schultz teaches fourth grade. They 
reside in North Huntingdon.

George 
Valletti iii, 
’05, and Lydia 
String Valletti, 
’05, announce 
the birth of 
their first child 
Ethan George, 
April 24, 2011. The Vallettis live in 
Bealeton, Va.

Ryan Stidum, ’05, and Jessica 
hill Stidum, ’05 announce the birth 
of their son Xavier Ryan born May 
16, 2011. They currently reside in 
Lacey, Wa., but have orders to move 
to Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., in 
December.

SRU ALUmni ASSociAtion 
boARd mEmbERS: 

executive Committee
•  Kimberly Hudak Jones, ’96, 

president
•  Bonnie McElhaney Lukasic, 

’63, immediate past 
president

•  Richard Manning, ’75,  
acting president elect

•  Don Huddart, ’87, treasurer
•  Lisa McCullough Holmes, 

’88, secretary

Board Members
Ben Addison, ’87
Lorraine Troiana Barron, ’57
Brian Cashman, ‘71
Susan Whelpley Greaves, ’80
Kenneth Hanby, ’63

David Haddad, ’88
Marce Pancio, ’96
Marcie Popek, ’96
L. Michael Ross, ’77
Bruce Russell, ’72
Jason Wagner, ’93
H. Keith Warcup, ’75
Dominic Williams, ’88
Linda Gordon Williamson, ’73
Larry Young, ’66
Sam Zyroll, ’78

ex-Officio
Robert Smith, President
Kelly Bailey, Director  
of Alumni Engagement

In Memory
Rev. Jay Christner, ’52
Robert Kacz, ’52
Gernard Estadt, ’56
Roger Magee, ’61
Barbara Carol Salusky Thompson, ’71
Alan Radcliffe, ’88

Former faculty and staff
James Egli, professor emeritus and 
Hall of Fame men’s soccer coach, 
1956-1986.

Marjorie Storch, clerk typist II, 
1982-1999.

“Rock Around the 
World,” Homecoming 
2011 was a flurry of color 
and excitement. More 
than 400 alumni and 
students watched the 
parade, which included 
51 units. Brian Rice, a 
health science major 
from Baltimore, Md., 
and Hollie Carlson, a 
physical education major 
from Markelton, were 
named king and queen. 
The football team kept 
spirits high by defeating 
California 17-3.
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kindness
‘Auntie’ Evelyn Taggart’s

Sometimes the best acts of kindness are 
the little gems that reflect uncondi-

tional love and inspire others to do like-
wise. John Taggart remembers his eldest 
sister Evelyn Taggart’s surprise gift during 
the Great Depression. “When I was a 
young boy, about 12, I wanted a bicycle 
very badly,” said Taggart. “She got me a 
bicycle. I don’t know how.”

Evelyn Taggart was not merely a good 
woman. She was a great woman. She 
was a woman who saw need and tried to 
meet it, who saw hardship and tried to 
overcome it. “She was kind and gentle to 
everybody,” Taggart said.

To honor her legacy, John and his 
wife Carolyn Taggart recently established 
the Evelyn Taggart and John Taggart 
Endowed Scholarship, which provides 
$1,250 annually to an SRU education 
major. Although Evelyn Taggart (1911-
2007) did not attend SRU, her family 
grew up nearby and her great niece, 
Mimi Campbell, and great nephew, Mark 
Campbell, work for the University.  Both 
graduated from SRU.

The Taggarts visited SRU recently to 
establish the scholarship. They met with 
University President Robert Smith, Vice 
President of University Advancement 
Barbara Ender, and Mimi Campbell, 
interim director, first year recruitment 
for admissions.

“When my great aunt and uncle 
approached me about their idea to 
donate money to a college or university, I 
couldn’t get out the words “Slippery Rock 
University” fast enough,” Mimi Campbell 
said. “Their donation came from the 
estate belonging to my great aunt, Evelyn 
Taggart, who had always wanted to go to 
college herself.  ‘Auntie,’ as we affection-
ately referred to her, played a big role in 
my life during my years at The Rock.  She 
was always supportive and genuinely 
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kindness inspires gift

“
”

My sister always encouraged 
me to get an education  
when not many others in  
the family could.

– John Taggart

FAMILY TIES: (left to right) John Taggart; 
niece Mimi Campbell, SRU interim director, 
first year recruitment; Carolyn Taggart; and 
Robert Smith, SRU president, met recently to 
celebrate the legacy of the Evelyn Taggart.  
She was John Taggart’s sister.

interested in my life as a college student. She encouraged me dur-
ing times I needed it the most.  The money from her estate, given 
via John and Carolyn, will definitely continue to “pay it forward” 
on Auntie’s behalf.  She would have been really happy to know her 
legacy lives on at Slippery Rock University.”

Evelyn Mae Taggert, born Aug. 15, 1911, was the first child of  
Jack William and Ethel Morrow Taggart. The first of five siblings 
arrived two years later and today the extended family includes  
85 members. 

Evelyn and her siblings lived on the 
road leading to the marina at Moraine 
State Park. There was no running 
water, no inside bath and no electricity. 
Evelyn’s mother made all the clothes for 
the children. 

Still, Evelyn Taggart triumphed over 
long odds. She attended the one-room 
Glenn School and later graduated from 
high school and enrolled in nursing 
school. She worked at the five and dime 
store in Grove City to save enough 
money for tuition and the books needed 
for nursing school. After graduation, Taggart worked at the hospital 
in Butler for a short time and as a social worker. Later, she worked 
as a mill nurse at Pullman Standard Company in Butler. She retired 
in 1976.

John Taggart said his family didn’t have much money in the 
early days, but his sister, who was 18 years older and like a second 

mother, always looked after him. Aside from the bicycle, Evelyn 
advocated for higher education, which Taggart achieved on the 
G.I. Bill after serving in the military during the Korean War. 

“The family back in the 1930s had very little money,” Taggart 
said. “My sister always encouraged me to get an education when 
not many others in the family could. She helped me a little bit, 
mostly with spending money.”

In her later years, Evelyn was especially close to Mimi. “Evelyn 
did help Mimi get through Slippery 
Rock,” said John Taggart, a retired elec-
trical engineer. “She gave her money for 
clothes and necessities so that she could 
be more like the other students.”

Even at 90, Evelyn still mowed 
her own lawn and tended a garden. 
The family relished her red raspberry 
preserves.

Carolyn Taggart recalled Evelyn as a 
woman who took care of all five of her 
siblings. “She always helped the family, 
including when they needed medical 
attention. She was the matriarch. She 

was very close to her nieces and nephews on down the line.”
Carolyn Taggart said the scholarship was borne out of Evelyn’s 

emphasis on higher education. “It’s not about me. Higher education 
was always important to her. In fact, she inspired me. I went back to 
school and earned my master’s degree. Now John and I are pleased 
to have the opportunity to help others pursue their college dreams.”



36      The ROCK      Fall 2011

through scholarships. They work closely 
with the Green and White Society, a 
student organization, and collect member-
ship dues to ensure the stability of  
the association.

“Getting involved in any organization, 
especially the SRU Alumni Association, 
assisting in projects, offering your exper-
tise in various areas and seeing the success 
of the organization is very satisfying and 
rewarding,” said H. Keith Warcup, ’75, 
mathematics. “Community service is very 
important in so many ways. Without 
individuals stepping up and volunteering 
for these positions, we would not have the 
numerous opportunities to enjoy the pro-

duces,” said Susan Whelpley Greaves, ’80, 
special education. “Giving back to the insti-
tution that launched my career broadens 
my horizons as well.”

“As with most of us, any success I have 
had in my life can be directly attributed 
to my education and experiences at SRU,” 
said Richard Manning, ’75, recreation. 
“Now is my time to ‘pay back,’ and I have 
been able to do that through volunteer 
service on the alumni board.” 

Board members, who represent more 
than 50 years of University history, have 
many duties. They direct the affairs of the 
alumni association. They host reunions 
and special events and support students 

Keeping connected

There is an old saying that “all politics is 
local.” Slippery Rock University Alumni 
Association board members take the same 
approach in advocating for their alma 
mater. No matter the distance or years 
since they graduated, the volunteers keep 
more than 55,000 alumni connected and 
informed about University endeavors, 
accomplishments and giving opportunities. 

Board members say they serve because 
they are proud of SRU, appreciate the influ-
ence of the University in their own lives, 
and to keep The Rock family together. Each 
‘bleeds green’ when it comes to SRU.

“I give of my time because I am proud 
of SRU and the dynamic graduates it pro-

Alumni Association board members ‘bleed green’
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Alumni Association  
board members
•  Kimberly Hudak Jones, ’96, 

president
•  Bonnie McElhaney Lukasic, ’63, 

immediate past president
•  Richard Manning, ’75, acting 

president elect
•  Don Huddart, ’87, treasurer
•  Lisa McCullough Holmes, ’88, 

secretary
•  Ben Addison, ’87
•  Lorraine Troiana Barron, ’57
•  Brian Cashman, ‘71
•  Susan Whelpley Greaves, ’80
•  Kenneth Hanby, ’63
•  David Haddad, ’88
•  Marce Pancio, ’96
•  Marcie Popek, ’96
•  L. Michael Ross, ’77
•  Bruce Russell, ’72
•  Jason Wagner, ’93
•  H. Keith Warcup, ’75
•  Dominic Williams, ’88
•  Linda Gordon Williamson, ’73
•  Larry Young, ’66
•  Sam Zyroll, ’78

grams, benefits and life experiences that 
these organizations bring to the public.”

Warcup, the chief executive officer of the 
SRU Federal Credit Union, urged younger 
alumni to step up and get involved.

“I owe this success to the guidance and 
education I received at Slippery Rock 
University,” he said. “Young people have 
fresh ideas and the energy to assist these 
organizations and take them into the 
future for success. Get involved:  Bring 
your experience and energy to the board-
and you will get personal satisfaction.”

Don Huddart, ’87, business admin-
istration, said alumni board service was 
something he had been thinking about for 
a long time. Board member Lisa Holmes, 
’88, asked him to join, and Huddart 
said it was the perfect opportunity to get 
involved. Board members nominate and 
approve new members.

“I have had the pleasure of work-
ing alongside some great people on the 
board,” Huddart said. “It is refreshing to 
witness so many people showing a self-
less approach to the events and activities 
we are involved in. Everyone is willing to 
give of their time and energy to make the 
alumni association stronger.”

Bonnie “McElhaney” Lukaskik, ’63, 
health and physical education, has served 
on the board for 12 years, including two 

years as president. The retired teacher she 
said she is most gratified to see the pro-
gression the University has made locally 
and nationally.

“I have always loved The Rock and 
what it stands for,” she said. “We’re try-
ing to spread the word about SRU and 
keep our alumni involved. Slippery Rock 
University is the best kept secret, and we 
need to spread the world.”

Brian Cashman, ’71, health and physi-
cal education, retired a year ago after 32 
years as a teacher, coach and school 
administrator. SRU is definitely a family 

“As with most of us, any success  
I have had in my life can be directly 
attributed to my education and 
experiences at SRU.” 

– Richard Manning, ’75, recreation

affair: His wife Judy Cashman and daugh-
ter Jennie Cashman graduated from SRU.

“I played football for coach Robert 
DiSpirito, and I enjoy coming back to 
campus and seeing all of the new build-
ings and programs that have developed 
over the years,” he said. “It is satisfying 
to be involved because you get to see first 
hand what wonderful opportunities SRU 
offers its students, and just what a great 
place Slippery Rock is to work.” 

Lisa Holmes, ’88, business administra-
tion, said she learned the importance of 
volunteering from her parents but that the 
spirit has been boosted by her involvement 
at the University. “It is important to give 
to one’s community. I see it as my civic 
responsibility,” she said. “Being engaged 
is rewarding in that it gives one a sense of 
worth, pride and accomplishment.” 

Holmes said she enjoys working with 
students in the Green and White Society. 
“There are not words to describe how satis-
fying it is to know there are such talented, 
caring, involved students at SRU who are 
learning to be amazing leaders and who will 
move on to make amazing contributions to 
society in general,” she said.

Ben Addison, ’87, computer science, 
served as president of the alumni associa-
tion when the alumni house was expanded 
two years ago. “It’s all about paying it for-
ward,” he said. “Most of us had someone 
helping us at SRU, and now it is our time 
to help someone else.”

Lorraine Troiano-Barron, ’57, physical 
education, said SRU  
has a special place in 
her heart and helped 
her mature into a con-
fident person. 

“I followed a 
brother, an aunt and 
an uncle to Slippery 
Rock. In turn, many 
relatives and students 
have followed me to 
Slippery Rock and that 
is special,” she said. 
“Being a member of 
the board has given me 
the opportunity to be 
part of development of 
each individual to his 
or her potential.”
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Samantha Swift leads SRU 
Foundation Development

Samantha Swift has been named 
director of development of the Slippery 
Rock University Foundation. A Butler 
native and daughter of alumnus James 
Swift, ’67, she is excited to join the SRU 
community. 

“I am so pleased to have the opportu-
nity to advance the development program 
at the University,” she said. “The fall has 
been full of wonderful events that have 
assisted me in acquainting myself with 

the University, its alumni, and best of all, the students.  There are 
many great success stories, and I am greatly impressed with how 
Slippery Rock University has evolved.” 

Swift is responsible for the organization and implementation 
of a comprehensive development program for raising private 
gifts to support the University’s priorities. 

“I look forward to increasing support for scholarships – some-
thing that is increasingly important as students face the financial 
burdens associated with a college education,” she said.

Swift began her career at Chatham University as an admissions 
counselor in 1993 and eventually moved to director of under-
graduate admissions in 1998. Swift earned a bachelor’s degree in 
English from The Pennsylvania State University in 1991 and cer-
tification in secondary English education from Chatham in 1992. 

Bailey named alumni 
engagement director

Kelly Bailey has been named the new 
director of alumni engagement. The 
position, formerly director of alumni 
relations, was enhanced to acknowledge 
the University’s increased efforts to pro-
vide more avenues for alumni involve-
ment, particularly in the area of young 
alumni development and constituency 
programming. 

Bailey joins the University from Thiel 
College where she served for five years as 
the director of annual giving and parent relations. 

“Kelly is a terrific addition to the Office of Alumni 
Engagement and will bring new energy and excellent skills to take 
our program to the next level,” said Barbara Ender, vice president 
for university advancement. 

“One of my goals is to create programs that add value, helping 
all of our alumni to understand the importance of staying con-
nected with the University,” she said. 

Bailey received a bachelor of arts degree in political science 
from Mary Washington College in 2001 and her master’s 
degree in public policy and management from the University 
of Pittsburgh in 2008. Her husband, Jonathan, ’96, and father, 
Brice Turcic, ’87, are proud SRU alumni. 
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Mike Ross, ’77
President of the Franklin County Area  
Development Corporation

Home: 
Chambersburg.

Profession:
I am president of the Franklin County Area Development 
Corporation. I am responsible for the retention and expan-
sion of existing businesses and the attraction and start-up 
of new businesses. Since assuming the position in 1986, 
I have been involved with nearly 700 projects that have 
resulted in more than $1.5 billion of capital investment and 
the creation/retention of more than 40,000 jobs. For nearly 
20 years, my wife Donna Ross, ’77, has taught preschool at 
Apple Place Nursery School.

Hobbies: 
We enjoy traveling, reading, kayaking and spending lots of 
time with our two grandchildren.

Great accomplishment:
Professionally, I was named the 2009 Economic Developer 
of the Year by the Pennsylvania Economic Development 
Association and am a past recipient of the President’s Award and 
Member of the Year by the Northeastern Economic Developers 
Association, whose membership extends from Maryland to 
Maine. Personally, our greatest accomplishment is having raised 
three daughters, each of whom has graduated from college and 
has returned and is contributing to the community. 

Why I give: 
Slippery Rock University was the right place at the right time 
for us. It is the place where we met and created great memo-
ries. SRU provided the foundation for each of us to grow 
personally and professionally, and we want to provide the 
same opportunity to current and future students. We spon-
sor the L. Michael and Donna Ross Scholarship to provide 
an annual scholarship to an elementary education major.

ROCK FILe

38      The ROCK      Fall 2011



      www.SRU.edu      39 

MIhALIK
moment

   www.SRU.edu   39 

The Slippery Rock University community marked a major milestone this fall when it 
renamed the football stadium to honor head football coach George Mihalik, ’74. The sta-
dium, now Mihalik-Thompson Stadium, was rededicated Sept. 10 in front of a packed house. 

Mihalik’s family joined in the celebration during halftime of the SRU vs. Cheyney 
football game. President Robert Smith presented Mihalik with a commemorative plaque.

Students, alumni and community fans cheered when Mihalik and his extended fam-
ily came forward for the rededication ceremony. A moving moment occurred when 
President Smith showed the commemorative plaque to Mihalik’s mother, who held it for 
a family photograph. Family members wore special T-shirts marking the occasion, and 
Mihalik’s players came out of the locker room to salute their coach.

Mihalik played quarterback for The Rock in the early 1970s and has been associated 
with the University for 40 years. He became the 14th head coach in 1988 and has won 
more than 153 games. 

Mihalik was inducted into the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997, the Butler Area 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2001 and the Cambria County Sports Hall of Fame in 2006. 

Currently a professor in SRU’s safety management department, Mihalik is one of only 
a small handful of head football coaches throughout the nation who remain a full-time 
member of their university faculty. 

Mihalik has received many community honors, most recently from the Butler County 
Commissioner, who approved a proclamation designating Oct. 29, 2011 as “Head Coach 
George Mihalik Day” in Butler County. 

A Mihalik roast the evening prior to the rededication attracted more than 165 guests 
and garnered gifts and pledges totaling more than $224,000 for Mihalik Football 
Scholarship. The scholarship campaign is ongoing. 

The football team kept spirits high by defeating Cheyney 54-0. 
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Aug. 31
Welcome to a diary of our trip to Alaska. 

Thanks for reading along.

We left Slippery Rock early today to head 

to Cleveland for our flight to Anchorage. Not 

real excited about the six-hour flight, but very 

excited about the trip.

We arrived at 4 p.m. in Anchorage. It was 

raining and about 53 degrees. There is a four-

hour time difference in Alaska, so we all had 

to make a bit of an adjustment. We went to 

Kincaid Park in Anchorage to do an easy run. 

Our runners encountered four moose while 

we did an easy run in the park. You just don’t 

realize how big a moose is until you see one. 

Fortunately, these moose were not aggressive. 

After the run, we settled into the Fairfield Inn in 

Anchorage, then went to get something to eat. 

Throughout the trip we had plenty of opportu-

nities to eat seafood such as salmon, halibut and 

crab. We were all tired and hungry, and it was 

only 8 p.m.  – midnight Slippery Rock time. 

Sept. 1
We awoke and left the hotel at 8 a.m. to 

head to a local tourist area called Flattop 

Mountain. It was raining with quite a bit of 

fog. When we arrived at the mountain, it 

wasn’t visible due to the fog, but the rain had 

stopped. We followed a trail that led to a chal-

lenging hike that lasted about three hours. 

Some of the athletes got on the wrong trail, 

and that trail was extremely steep. The hike 

up the hill was moderately difficult. However, 

the hike back down was a killer on the legs. 

Due to the fog, we could only see about 

50-100 feet in any direction. We were a bit 

disappointed, because we know that Flattop 

Mountain was supposed to be a great lookout 

point for the Anchorage area. 

After our hike, we went back to the hotel, 

prepared for the race and then headed to  

the bookstore. 

The sun came out, finally. The temperature 

went up to about 60 degrees at race time –  

Dear Diary,  
We’re heading north to Alaska

Slippery Rock University head cross-country coach John Papa kept the following diary chronicling the team’s trip to Alaska. Papa took 42 student-athletes to Alaska  this fall to compete in the “bountiful beauty” of America’s last wilderness. 
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Sept. 4
We ran early in the morning and then  

headed south to Seward. Unfortunately, it rained 

and was foggy and cloudy the entire day, which 

was too bad because this should have been the 

most scenic part of the trip. With water on one 

side and mountains on the other side, mixed in 

with several waterfalls, glaciers, swamps and huge 

rocks, it was difficult to see anything. We did see 

an eagle hanging out by the river and we saw a sea 

otter on its back in the bay in Seward. Seward is a 

fishing town with several fishing boats and docks. 

After our trip to Seward, it was time to get to 

the airport for our late afternoon flight. The flight 

was delayed and most of the group stayed up all 

night and then finally after two other connecting 

flights we ended up in Cleveland for the bus ride 

back home. 

Sept. 5
Back in Slippery Rock.

Many of the athletes had different opinions 

as to what was their favorite part of the trip. 

Some said walking on the glacier or the Alaska 

State Fair. Some liked the ride to Denali or the 

Matanuska Glacier, yet others were fascinated 

by the Sea Life Center. The big winner of the 

trip seemed to be the big rock at Denali, which 

amazed almost everyone. 

All together it was a pretty amazing experi-

ence and I am grateful we could bring so many 

student-athletes on a trip like this. It was an expe-

rience I know I will never forget and I am sure 

they will not forget it either. Thanks for reading 

and Go Rock.

4 p.m. for the women and 4:45 p.m. for the 

men. Both raced the same 5k-course at Kincaid 

Park. There were no reports of moose sightings. 

Following the race we headed back to Flattop 

Mountain to hopefully see some of the scenery. 

Fortunately, the sun was out and we got to see 

the sights from the lookout at the base of Flattop 

Mountain. It was then that we realized how high 

Flattop Mountain was. Had we seen how high it 

was in the morning, we probably would not have 

climbed it. While checking out the sights we 

were fortunate enough to be at the site of a wed-

ding in progress. We all cheered when the bride 

and groom kissed.

Sept. 2 
The day started with more rain. We did a 

morning run and headed to Matanuska gla-

cier, which was about a two-hour ride from 

Anchorage. The ride to the glacier was breathtak-

ing. The mountains, valleys and rivers were spec-

tacular. This glacier is about four miles wide and 

more than 20 miles long. We spent more than 

two hours walking along, looking at and stepping 

on the hills, valleys and streams of the glacier. 

Sept. 3
We are all getting tired, but we have much more 

to see. It was the nicest day of our trip. The sun was 

out, skies were clear and it was close to 60 degrees. 

After a good night’s sleep, we drove about 250 

miles to Denali National Park, home of Mount 

McKinley, the highest peak in North America 

(more than 20,000 feet). The drive north to Denali 

was highlighted by the fall-like colors near the park. 

There were several shades of red, yellow, blue, 

brown, green and orange mixed in with the trees, 

mountains, rocks and water. Many visitors never 

get to see the McKinley mountain peak because it 

is usually covered with fog and clouds. The peak 

was out and we all got to see it. After an extra long 

run we did some rock climbing on a rock that was 

about 15 feet high and planted on the side of a 

mountain. One of the coaches spotted some moun-

tain goats. The drive back to the hotel was brutal. 
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   Jon Shumway
Q&A Jon Shumway, associate professor of art, has been teaching at SRU since 1998. He teaches digital media 

courses as well as courses in a variety of other studio areas. As a video artist, Shumway has exhibited his 
works in galleries and film and video festivals locally, regionally, nationally and internationally. 

A CONVERSATION wIth …

Q: What makes the Slippery Rock 
University art department unique?

A: For its relatively small size, the art 
department at Slippery Rock University 
provides students with a comprehensive 
and flexible curriculum. The faculty are 
focused on assisting their individual stu-
dents to tailor the program to best fit their 
educational needs and goals.

Q: How do you make the case that art 
is a good major career wise?

A: In our rapidly changing economic cli-
mate, employers are increasingly recogniz-
ing that their employees need to be creative 
thinkers with a high level of flexibility and 
adaptability. These are skills and traits that 
a solid arts education fosters. Students 
trained in the arts learn to be resourceful 
and are able to make adjustments in an 
ever-changing environment. 

Q: Where do art majors find jobs?

A: Besides the pursuit of their own  
artistic endeavors, art majors graduating 
from Slippery Rock University frequently 
find employment in galleries and muse-
ums as well as in the fields of education 
and design.

Q: Why should universities continue 
to fund art programs in the current 
economy and amid shrinking revenues?

A: The arts represent a uniquely human 
set of activities through which we synthe-
size our understanding of our place within 
the world, and share that understanding 
with others. The arts, as a component 
of the humanities, are a key component 
of a liberal arts education, with the goal 
of educating the “whole” person and the 
intention of preparing individuals to be 
thoughtful, critical and engaged citizens. 
If we strip out, or water down these edu-
cational components, we fail to educate 
the “whole” person and ultimately serve to 
undermine the vitality of our society.

Q: When did you know you wanted to 
pursue a career in art?

A: While growing up, I always enjoyed art 
and derived a great deal of satisfaction from 
its pursuit. However, it was not until my 
undergraduate studies that I really began to 
recognize and focus upon career possibili-
ties within any arts-related fields.

Q: What is your particular art focus?

A: My artistic focus is within the field of 
experimental video and animation.

Q: How much of artistic talent is 
innate versus learned? 

A: That is a difficult question to answer. 
As an educator, I recognize that some 
individuals demonstrate a greater proclivity 
towards artistic production than others. 
However, I also recognize that any indi-
vidual with the focus and determination to 
learn can drastically enhance their artistic 
abilities and sensibilities.

Q: Who is your favorite artist and why?

A: That is another difficult question 
because my thoughts on this matter fre-
quently fluctuate. With that said, I would 
have to tip my hat to Marcel Duchamp 
and the Dada movement (World War I 
era). Duchamp, and others in this move-
ment, broke with numerous traditions 
and greatly expanded the possibilities for 
the visual arts. These expansions helped 
to blaze the trail for media and traditions 
that my work is connected to.

Q: What is next for Jon Shumway?

A: Presently, I have been engaged in a 
collaborative effort with my colleague, Ian 
Thomas. We have been exploring the pro-
jection of video-based imagery onto three-
dimensional form. The possibilities for the 
interaction of the transitory, ever-changing 
video image with the solid and permanent 
three-dimensional form are quite intrigu-
ing. At present, we are preparing for an 
upcoming exhibition in Dallas, Texas.
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Gala
A FAREWELL

B
HONORING THE PRESIDENCY AND LEADERSHIP  

of ROBERT and RAMONA SMITH
Celebrating a great time to have been at Slippery Rock University

B
JANUARY 28, 2012

6 p.m.
MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM, UNIVERSITY UNION

•  Themed food and beverage stations with everything  
from tasty appetizers to exotic desserts

•  Festive and celebratory entertainment
•  An opportunity to tour the new student center

For tickets call 724.738.4499 or email deborah.baker@sru.edu
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TheROCK
I am

Seeme Baqai Moreira, ’85, accounting
Realtor, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage, Winchester, Mass.
DAY JOB: I have been a successful real estate agent, mother and strong community activist  
and volunteer for the past 16 years. success has followed me in each turn of my life because  
of the strong head start I received at slippery rock University.

BACKGROUND: After srU, I received my master of business administration degree from 
bowling Green state University. I went back to pakistan and worked at the world bank’s 
resident Mission for one year. My first job in the U.s. was heading an accounting unit at boston 
Gas company. I became a realtor after my daughters were born. I am heavily involved in the 
winchester Multicultural network, a non-profit social justice organization, and serve as a mem-
ber of an interfaith book club called “Daughters of Abraham.”

iNFLUeNCe OF SRU: I came to srU as an international student from pakistan. I feel that I was 
transformed at srU, not because I earned a degree, but because of the exposure to a whole 
new world. I soaked up information in my classes, attended as many lectures and cultural 
events as I possibly could, participated in a number of clubs and organizations and still found 
time to have fun and make lots of friends. My husband, Mario Moreira, ’84, and I give to srU 
because we feel it is our turn to give back. the two scholarships that we fund is our way of 
expressing our appreciation to the institution that means so much to us. 


