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Dear Readers:
I have been interested in Alaska since spending 

a summer there in the 1970s helping my father, a 
geologist, collect rock and mud samples for research 
purposes. Memories of “the last frontier” came 
flooding back during this edition of The ROCK, which 
tells the story of Candice Berner, an SRU alumna 
who works as a teacher in bush Alaska. You will 
enjoy reading about her impressions of the state and 
Native-Alaskan communities where she teaches.

Alumni will certainly remember The Rocket, the 
campus newspaper that has been publishing weekly 
since 1934. Heidi Tyline King, a regular contributor 
to The ROCK, spoke to editors through the decades 
who described how working for the newspaper was a 
fun experience that also provided them life skills that 
have proven to be invaluable.

You will read about a University police officer that 
keeps busy maintaining the peace locally and over-
seas. You will meet a Vietnam veteran who overcame 
extreme trauma, and you will learn more about the 
“father” of Rock soccer, former coach Jim Egli.

We hope you will be moved by the stories that il-
lustrate the importance of supporting SRU financially, 
personified by two former SRU professors who are 
leading a scholarship drive in honor of the late David 
Dixon, professor of history.

Thank you for your e-mails and calls about The 
ROCK. As always, I welcome your input.

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
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Dear friends,

I’m not a fan of February, other than it being the shortest month of the year. 
Even then, its seemingly endless stream of gray days and bone-chilling temperatures 
can fray the edges of the most ardent optimist. 

This February has been especially challenging as the University community con-
tinues its work to address the projected $8.9 million budget deficit we face next 
year. As I shared with you in my last column, the effects of the global financial crisis 
didn’t spare the world of higher education. While circumstances haven’t changed 
significantly from that report, we are closer to the reality of having to make consid-
erable changes that up to now were just strategic options.

We are committed to making sure these changes will not severely impact our  
students. Unfortunately, they will be felt by faculty, by staff and ultimately by 
the people of the commonwealth. A strong Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education is essential to the economic vitality of the state. Erode support for 
higher education and you damage an important economic engine. So, while we are 
doing our part to respond deliberately to the immediate financial challenges the 
Pennsylvania State System faces, we’re also keeping our eyes to the future and work-
ing at all levels to address the structural problems inherent in how SRU is funded.

That’s where you can be of help. Each of you is an SRU success story and we 
need you to share your story with leaders in the business and political worlds. Our 
alumni make Pennsylvania, as well as countless locations around the world, a better 
place to live and learn and earn…and we need to make sure others hear about the 
value you place on your SRU education.

We also need to share the message that despite any challenges that come our way, 
Slippery Rock remains an incredibly strong University. We have great academic 
programs, incredibly talented students, a dedicated staff and an outstanding faculty, 
92 percent of who have a terminal degree. In fact, the depth of experience and out-
standing level of dedication of our faculty and staff is one of the most distinctive 
assets of SRU. 

You will find great stories in this issue. I hope you enjoy reading them as much as 
we enjoy bringing them to you. Maybe next issue, we will be able to tell yours. 

                 Best wishes, 

                 Robert Smith, president
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Animal magnetism 
Animal man Jack Hanna – America’s 

foremost zookeeper and animal lover 
– enthralled more than 900 people at 
the University Union recently by show-
ing some of the animals he keeps at the 
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. 

Hanna talked about each of the animals, 
including a porcupine, penguin, beaver, 
boa constrictor and rare cats and monkeys.

SRU’s University Program Board spon-
sored his appearance.

Freshman class boosts  
academic quality

SRU’s position as the region’s premier 
undergraduate residential university has 
been further affirmed by the presence of a 
highly talented freshman class.

“Our goal has been to continue to 
improve the quality and diversity of our 
student body,” said Amanda Yale, associ-
ate provost of enrollment services. “This 
year’s class compares very favorably to 
last year’s, with 42 percent of this year’s 
freshmen ranked in the top 25 percent of 
their high school class compared to 39.6 
percent last year.”

Performance and Classroom 
Laboratory Building moves 
one step closer
The Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education board of governors recently 
passed the bond financing to construct a 
new performing arts building to replace 
Miller Auditorium.

The building will serve the theatre 
and dance departments, with the art and 
music departments making use of its per-
formance areas as well. The facility will be 
located near Boozel Dining Hall, at the 
side of the former Dodds Hall.

Honors Program students excel nationally
The Honors Program has plenty to brag about this year. The program attracted 

100 new students, and the upperclassmen are distinguishing themselves through 
conference participation. SRU sophomores, juniors and seniors have achieved a 
95 percent acceptance rate during the past two years at The National Collegiate 
Honors Council Conference, besting the national average by up to 50 percent. 

“Our Honors Program students are doing well for a number of reasons. First, our 
students are exceptional academically and motivated to do 
their best,” said April Longwell, director. “Secondly, 
students have quality support from faculty and 
the honors office, which assists them in 
reaching that higher bar. At the confer-
ence, it was obvious to me their work 
was equal in quality to any other stu-
dent’s work and better in many ways.” 

SRU’s Honors Program, with  
294 students enrolled, provides 
additional opportunities for 
qualified students to learn and 
grow through honors classes, 
student-faculty research and  
conference participation. 

Adapted Physical Activity 
Day raises awareness

SRU’s first Adapted Physical Activity 
Day raised awareness about the variety of 
physical activity sessions that SRU makes 
available to community children and 
adults with disabilities and demonstrated 
that having a disability doesn’t limit one’s 
ability to live an active and healthy life. 

The program, led by SRU students in 
the adapted program, included “beep” 
baseball, wheelchair shot put and blind 
javelin in the Quad, and swimming and 
gym activities for children in the Pearl K. 
Stoner Instructional Complex. 

More than 500 join ranks of SRU alumni 
SRU presented 500 diplomas at its December com-

mencement exercise, including 91 master’s degrees and 
409 undergraduate diplomas.

The Army ROTC Program at SRU commissioned three 
second lieutenants: Benjamin Ely, an environmental geo-
sciences major from Butler; Rachel Markovich, a fine arts 
major from Slippery Rock; and Zachery Majzun, a finance 
major from Bethesda, Ohio.

The Women’s Center and Women’s 
Studies Program continue to enhance 

their presence and influence on campus. 
The Women’s Center recently received a 

$251,222 grant from the U.S. Department 
of Justice to further support The Bridge 

Project, a prevention program focusing on 
eliminating violence against women. 

SRU, which was recently named the 14th 
safest campus in the country by The Daily 

Beast Web site, operates The Bridge Project as 
part of its Women’s Center. 
The Women’s Studies Program, led by Cindy 

LaCom, professor of English, has been raising aware-
ness of important issues and growing enrollment in 
the program. The program helped to bring Semi 

Linton, an award-winning author and expert 
on disability and the arts, to campus. It also 

brought Lisa Wade, a sociology profes-
sor from Occidental College, 

to campus for a discussion on 
female genital cutting.

SRU expands agreement  
with South Korean university

The University has approved another 
diversity initiative – an expanded exchange 
agreement with Kangwon National 
University in South Korea. 

The agreement will bring up to five Korean 
students majoring in business to SRU annu-
ally beginning this fall and broaden American-
born students’ international perspective. “It 
will allow our students to get the business 
perspective from another culture as well,”  
said Bruce Russell, SRU dean of the College 
of Business, Information and Social Sciences. 

KNU, founded in 1947 in Chuncheon, 
is one of 10 South Korean national 
universities. 

Executive Leadership Program adds new building

Women’s program 
on the move

Shoe drive enables needy children to run on
Jennifer Reedy, an exercise and rehabilitative sciences major from Albion, recently 

headed a campus shoe drive that produced a stampede of support and 360 pair of shoes 
for orphans in Central America, Europe and the Middle East. 

“The response shows that college students really do care and want to help,” Reedy said.
The shoes were boxed and mailed to The Shoe Bank, a non-profit organization that pro-

vides shoes to thousands of people annually, primarily children in the U.S. and abroad. 

The Executive Leadership Program 
has added a $300,000 training building 
to offer new opportunities for students, 
teachers, non-profit organizations 
and corporations looking to develop 
stronger, more confident leaders. The 
Executive Leadership Building went 
up recently next to the program’s 
Leadership Reaction Course and 
Challenge Tower, near the Ski Lodge.

Unlike traditional brick-and-
mortar structures, the new ELB is a 
pre-fabricated structure. “Using this 
type of structure saved us at least 
$100,000 and months of time,” said 
Herb Carlson, SRU assistant vice 
president for construction design and 
management. 

SRU leads way with ‘green’ 
graduation gowns

Go green, the familiar chant at 
University athletic events, will take on 
new meaning in May when graduates 
don commencement gowns made from 
100 percent, post-consumer recycled 
plastic bottles. SRU, a pioneer in green-
ing education and promotion, is the 
first institution in the Pennsylvania 
State System of Higher Education to 
make this commitment to sustainability. 

“Our students have adopted numer-
ous green habits. Eco-friendly gradu-
ation regalia is the next logical step,” 
said Joe Flynn, manager of the Student 
Government Association Bookstore.

President signs climate commitment
Robert Smith, president of Slippery Rock University and a longtime advocate of  

environmental sustainability, recently signaled the University’s commitment to sustainabil-
ity by signing the American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment. 

“Slippery Rock University is committed to helping lead the region in reducing global 
emissions of greenhouse gases, starting with our own campus,” Smith said. “Joining 

with presidents of other American colleges and 
universities is a natural step as we accept the chal-
lenge to become even more sustainable.”

The American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment is a network 
of signatory schools, representing all 50 states and the District of Columbia. More than 
660 institutions have signed the ACUPCC.
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5.82
Percentage that energy consumption on a square foot 
basis is down compared to last year

235
Number of students receiving Rock Opportunity 
Scholarships for 2009-10

900
H1N1 vaccinations given to students during the first 
mass inoculation clinic Nov. 19-20, 2009

9,575
Travel savings dollars year to date through Oct. 2009

94,400
Gift and commitment dollars as of Jan. 1, 2010 for the 
Scholarship Challenge

31,774,266
Gift and pledges (in dollars) as of Sept. 30, 2009 for 
the Campaign for Scholars. This represents 96.29 
percent of the $33 million goal

869,315
Value of gifts (in dollars) received for fiscal 2009-10 
as of Dec. 31, 2009

800,000
Gallons of water saved from July 15 through  
Sept. 9, 2009 as a result of the ESCO project

856,814
Grant dollars received for the period of Sept. 1 
through Oct. 31, 2009

17,361,907
Value (in dollars) of the endowment as of  
Sept. 30, 2009

164,515,209
Dollar value of the assets of the SRU Foundation, Inc., 
(including traditional operations and the 
Residence Suites) as of Sept. 30, 2009

Numbers

University

Alumna looks at grandparents 
raising grandchildren

Brenda Person, 
a 1979 SRU 
graduate, has 
written “Second 
Time Around,” 
a humorous and 
serious account 
of her husband’s 
and her experi-
ences raising their 
grandson. She 
writes of crossing generational bridges, 
including play dates and electronic mail, 
on their way to forging a close bond with 
their 12-year-old grandson. 

“Surprisingly, a lot of young parents  
are reading it,” Person said. “My message 
is to show that it is possible, you can do 
it.” Person is a retired parenting educa-
tion consultant. 

The book is available at Amazon.com 
and Barnes and Noble.

Alumnus pens outdoors 
memoir

Don Feigert, 
a 1970 SRU 
graduate, has 
written “The 
F-Troop Camp 
Chronicles,” a 
memoir of his 
22 years in the 
outdoors at his 
Warren County 
retreat. The book blends photographs 
with colorful stories of fishing, canoeing, 
hiking and hunting.

Feigert, an award-winning author of 
four books and more than 400 magazine 
articles, is national vice president of ITT 
Education Services, a national system of 
postsecondary technical institutes. He 
also taught at Mercer High School, Thiel 
College and was a long-time adminis-
trator at DeVry University. The book 
is available at: http://donfeigert.com/
ftroopchronicles.htm

Dillon pens study guide
Ann Dillon, a 

1970 SRU gradu-
ate, has written a 
textbook called “Get 
Connected: Study 
Skills.” The book 
helps students con-
nect to the tools 
they need to get 
ahead with their studies and do well  
on exams. 

Dillon, who earned a master’s 
degree in education from SRU and 
a Juris Doctorate from St. Mary’s 
University, is a recognized speaker and 
author. She served as articles editor for 
the St. Mary’s Law Journal and also 
taught developmental education at the 
Texas Community College Teachers 
Association. The book is available at 
Amazon.com

Nelson shares computers  
in health care expertise

Ramona Nelson, 
SRU professor 
emerita of nurs-
ing, has co-written 
“Introduction 
to Computers 
for Healthcare 
Professionals.” The 
book explains hard-
ware, popular software programs, operat-
ing systems and communication-assisted 
communication.

Nelson is a pioneer in the use of com-
puters in health care. She was accepted 
into the first nursing post-doctorate 
program at the University of Utah and 
is an American Fellow in the American 
Academy of Nursing. She has written 
extensively and presented at national 
conferences on the importance of using 
technology in health care.

Her latest book was co-written with 
Irene Joos, a faculty member and director 
of online learning at La Roche College. 
The book is available at Amazon.com

ROCK bytEsROCK FILE

Cynthia Dillon, ’96, ’03, assistant to the provost  
for academic affairs

George Force, professor emeritus of political science

Home: Grove City, Pa.

Profession:  Cindi, assistant to the provost for academic affairs at Slippery 
Rock University, received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in English from SRU and has worked for the University for 23 
years. George taught political science at SRU from 1970-2004 
and directed the office of institutional research from 1981-2004, 
when he retired.

Hobbies:  We enjoy golfing as much as possible. We both read extensively. 
We enjoy traveling, and dining with friends and family is always 
a pleasure. I love gardening and playing bridge, and George 
enjoys not having to cut the grass or remove snow from the 
driveway.

Great  It’s possible that our greatest accomplishments are yet to be 
Accomplishment:  achieved. Together, our most significant accomplishments were 

raising four children, Elizabeth, Niki, Ben and Donald, and now 
enjoying the role of grandparents to Carly, Jack and Angelo, 
along with ‘grand-dog’ Tank. 

Why We Give:  We actively support the efforts to expand appreciation for the 
arts and support selected educational opportunities for students 
through scholarships. Specifically, we enjoy and contribute to 
Kaleidoscope and the Performing Arts Series on campus. Further, 
we contribute to the Sylvan Cohen Scholarship in Political 
Science, the David Dixon Memorial Scholarship in history, the 
LGBTQ Scholarship and the Rock Opportunity Scholarship. We 
support these events and scholarships because they embody some 
of the more salient aspects of what a university and university life 
are all about. Our contributions are small in comparison to what 
SRU gave and continues to give to us.

Kathleen Boykin,  
sRU professor of spanish, 1969-2002

Think about retirement and chances 
are you won’t picture yourself riding an 
elephant in India. Kathleen Boykin, Slippery 
Rock University professor of Spanish from 
1969-2002, not only rode an elephant in 
India, she has visited some of the most exotic 
and culturally significant countries in the 
world since trading in her Spanish grammar 
and pronunciation classes for retirement.

“We went to India in 2008, that was 
wonderful,” she said. “You’d have buses 
heading toward each other at 60 miles 
per hour and swerving at the last minute. 
The roads were filled with buses, camels, 
elephants, bicycles, motor scooters, people 
walking and cows. It was just incredible.” 

After leaving SRU, she and husband 
Bob, a financial planner, moved from 
Slippery Rock to suburban Pittsburgh to 
take advantage of cultural attractions and 
restaurants. They travel much of the year, 
including a visit this winter to Nicaragua. 

Their other adventures sound like the 
journeys of a National Geographic pho-
tographer or world-famous naturalist. The 
Boykins have explored Turkey, Greenland, 
Iceland, Costa Rica and the Caribbean. 
They took an ocean liner cruise around 
the tip of South America and experienced 
small-scale river cruises in France, Germany 
and the Czech Republic.

“Retirement is wonderful,” Boykin said. 
“You can do fun things, not that teaching 
wasn’t fun. But you don’t have to get up 
every morning and go to the same place and 
get everything ready for an 8 a.m. class. You 
don’t have to travel only during vacations.”

Boykin described Turkey as a highlight 
of their world sojourns. “We went to 

CATCHING UP WITH:

Istanbul and Ephesus and all over the 
place. There is more Biblical stuff in 
Turkey and more Roman and Greek ruins 
there than there are in Greece,” she said.

Always a great believer in cultural liter-
acy, Boykin visited Spain 13 times during 
her teaching career. While the trips were 
nice, Boykin said what she really misses is 
interacting with SRU students.

“When I first started, most of the students 
hadn’t been out of Pennsylvania, hadn’t 
been on an airplane,” she said. “As the years 
went on and Spanish became more preva-
lent in the United States, more and more 
students had already had an international 
experience by the time they reached me.” 

Boykin said she comes back to SRU 
for concerts and to reunite with a bridge 
group that has been intact since 1969.
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Candice Berner is a teacher and 
a survival specialist. The 2000 Slippery 
Rock University graduate is a “stranger 
in the strange land” of the Alaska bush, 
where she teaches special education in 
Native Alaskan villages that are accessible 
only by plane and boat. It is a wild land of 
frigid-winter temperatures, big game and 
midnight sun.

“Living in bush Alaska isn’t for everyone. 
Besides entering a new culture, and often 
a new climate, bush living means ordering 
groceries through the mail, traveling on 
small planes with non-existent schedules 
and learning to live without coffee shops, 
restaurants, hair salons, malls and more,” 
Berner said. “Modern conveniences are 
not always an option. I’m often weathered 
out of my village when the winds are too 
strong to fly. This can mean sleeping in the 

school and searching for food if I didn’t 
plan ahead and pack extra.”

Berner flies between five schools on 
the Alaska Peninsula south of Anchorage, 
working for a school district the size of 
West Virginia. She provides services to 
children in grades kindergarten through 
12. Most of her students have an intel-
lectual disability such as autism. She 
writes education plans for each child and 

teaching in the  
Alaska bush

develops transition plans for students in 
high school. She also coordinates speech, 
language and psychological services. 

“Traveling by bush plane is amazing but 
can be quite scary,” she said. “On clear 
days the view is breathtaking with the 
mountains, water falls, volcanoes, islands 
and of course the big game that wanders 
below. On cloudy, windy days, flying can 
be nerve wrecking. The planes will fly in 
40 mph wind, but this can mean landing 
on one wheel tilted and lots of turbulence.”

Alaska Statutes define “rural” as mean-
ing a community with a population of 
5,500 or less, and not connected by road 
or rail to Anchorage or Fairbanks, or with 
a population of 1,500 or less and still 
connected by road or rail. Just like rural 
Australia and parts of Africa, the remote 
places in Alaska are collectively referred to 
as “the bush.” Berner’s students are Yupik 
Eskimos and Aleut, a separate, non-
Eskimo group. Both indigenous peoples 
have distinct languages and cultures.

Moving from the Lower 48 to the bush 
is truly a cross-cultural experience.

“Teachers in a multicultural society need 
to hold an attitude of respect for cultural dif-
ferences,” Berner said. “They should know 
the cultural resources their students bring 
to class and be skilled at tapping students’ 
cultural resources in the teaching-learning 
process. Culturally responsive teaching 
means respecting the cultures and experi-
ences of various groups and then using these 
as resources for teaching and learning.”

Still, life in bush Alaska is an extreme 
way of living. Most people that live in the 
bush want to live their own unique life-
style undisturbed by outside influences, 

Culturally responsive teaching means 
respecting the cultures and experiences of 
various groups and then using these as 
resources for teaching and learning.

“
”
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she said. Her school district provides an 
apartment in Perryville for her to live in 
that has indoor plumbing and all utilities 
included in the rent, but it is not upscale.

“When I travel I either sleep in the school 
or stay in the itinerant apartment when it’s 
available,” she said. “The teacher housing is 
within walking distance from the school.”

Berner, who by choice does not own a 
television, said she has learned to appreciate 
the “subsistence lifestyle” that characterizes 
the bush. Subsistence life is recognized as the 
traditional uses of fish and wildlife and other 
renewable resources for food, clothing, shel-
ter and handcrafts. With limited access to 
stores and exorbitant prices such as $10 for a 
bag of potato chips, Berner said she lives off 
the land as much as possible. 

“I spent time in the fall gathering and 
freezing berries and fishing for salmon and 
halibut,” she said. “I caught enough to last 
me through the year. Everything else that I 
need I make. I own a bread maker and plan 
on purchasing a yogurt maker for next year.” 

Berner limits her store-bought food  
to flour, sugar, salt, oatmeal, rice, coffee, 
tea, peanut butter, cheese and boxed milk, 
all of which she buys in Anchorage and 
has shipped to her village in large, plastic 
tubs prior to the beginning of school. 
Twice a month, she has produce shipped 
in from Washington. 

“One of the reasons I chose to move to 
Alaska was to experience a simpler lifestyle,” 
she said. “This means living without big box 
stores, Starbucks, the mall, movie theaters 
and in my case TV, with the exception of 
any invites to watch the Steelers games. I 
welcome the change and challenges that 
come with life in the bush.”

With little time or opportunity for 
socializing, Berner said she often eats with 
other teachers. “I do splurge once in a 
while for a $7 box of crackers and a $7 
block of cheese... and when it’s available I 
go for the $11 ice cream,” she said.

The “weirdest” foods she has eaten 
include ooducks (sea urchins) found 
under rocks during minus tides, a type of 
shellfish called badarkies and seal oil on 
salmon, which she described as “sweet 
tasting, with a watermelon flavor.” 

She plans to go big game hunting this 
year and has seen a variety of wild ani-
mals, including wolf, moose, bear, cari-
bou, sea otter, sea lion, seal, killer whale, 
bald eagle, magpie, ravens and ptarmigan.

To survive in the bush, Berner said 
she has learned to be self-reliant and a 
creative problem solver. “When some-
thing breaks, I learn to fix it,” she said. 
“When I wanted shelves in my closet, I 
used boards I found and the tools in the 
school’s shop to build them.” 

Maintaining good health is also essen-
tial to living comfortably. The only 
medical care available in the villages is a 
clinic staffed with health aides that can 
assist with basic care such as first aid and 
taking vital signs. Health aides commu-
nicate with a doctor in Anchorage if they 
believe prescription drugs are needed. 
All doctor visits are done through live, 
online conferences. 

“Annual check ups are done during 
the summers or holiday breaks,” she said. 
“The same goes with dentists, so there’s 
little relief for a sore tooth. It’s amaz-
ing how the body adapts and can actu-
ally function quite well with minimal 
resources. The slower pace of life reduces 

stress and allows time for reading, sleeping 
and long hikes outdoors... all of which are 
key components to a healthy lifestyle.” 

Berner said she does not miss the creature 
comforts of home “except maybe soaking 
in a hot bath, which could be replaced by a 
steam. Living in the wilderness and learning 
to co-exist with Alaskan wildlife and the  
climate away from the hyperactive culture 
and strip malls of the Lower 48 brings a 
comfort in itself.”

SRU plants seed
SRU’s tradition of valuing cultural diversity 
gave her a great respect for other cultures and 
greatly influenced her career choices, Berner 
said. In her freshman year, she volunteered 
to work with a student with autism in the 
adapted physical activity program, which 
teaches students how to lead activity sessions 
for those with intellectual disabilities. The 
experience led to a double major in special 
and elementary education. She also credits 
SRU’s culture of acceptance and full partici-
pation for instilling in her the confidence to 
travel to Germany as an undergraduate and 
later to the Netherlands.

“She’s a woman of adventure. She’s a risk 
taker. She always has been,” Robert Berner, 
her father and an SRU professor of special 
education from 1971-2005, said. “I have no 
idea where she got it; it didn’t come from me.” 

After graduating, Berner taught students 
with emotional disorders for two years at the 
Mardan Center for Educational Therapy in 
Irvine, Calif. Then she logged three years as 
a secondary resource specialist with students 
from Hispanic backgrounds at the Alvord 
Unified School District in Riverside, Calif. 
In 2008, she completed her master’s degree 
in special education at SRU and felt ready 
for a major challenge.

She dreamed of teaching in Alaska or 
Hawaii. “I began e-mailing with a few 
teachers in both Hawaii and Alaska and 
after weighing pros and cons, I chose 
Alaska,” she said. “I became very interested 
in the Native culture and the subsistence 
way of life. I welcomed the change to a sim-

pler lifestyle where family is valued and 
rigid schedules are not.” 

Berner said she has adopted many of 
the native community’s customs. Face-
to-face communication has replaced most 
of her text messaging and e-mail. Whole 
foods and story telling have replaced fast 
food and cinemas. Hiking, splitting wood, 
and physical labor on fishing boats and 
with hunting provides enough exercise so 
that she doesn’t need to workout.

“I’m still fairly new to the native culture 
and have much to learn, but one thing is 
very clear and that is how members in the 
community take care of each other,” she 
said. “The Alaskan native community is 
strong and cohesive. No one goes hungry 
or without shelter. If one family shoots a 
moose, everyone gets meat, including the 
teachers. If one family has too many kids 
to care for, another family in the village 
steps up and helps out, regardless if they 
are related. If someone’s roof is leaking on 
Friday, it’s fixed by Monday.”

When one of her students graduates 
from high school, the entire village throws 
a party with a potluck and traditional danc-
ing, she said. Children are valued in the 
village but are expected to work hard and 
respect elders. “Children don’t have the 

“entitlement” attitude that children in the 
Lower 48 seem to have. They don’t expect 
things to be handed to them,” she said. 

Most of the houses in the villages have 
indoor plumbing. However, instead of 
taking showers and baths, most natives 
take “steams,” she said. A steam is similar 
to sauna, but it’s heated with wood and is 
much hotter than a typical sauna. There’s 
also a basin with water, soap and sponges 
to use to wash. 

“Most families have their own steam 
and sometimes villages have communal 
steams,” she said. “Steams are also used 
after successful hunts and fishing.”

Berner said she has not yet tried a steam 
but plans to. “I was invited by a few natives 
in Perryville, but I have to wait until they 
return from Anchorage. One has to be 
invited to join in a steam,” she said.

Bush planes are the village’s connection 
to the “outside world.” Mail planes come 
two to three times a week bringing every-
thing from food to four wheelers.

“Patience is a key to flying in the bush,” 
she said. “Planes don’t have a real schedule, 
so on the day I leave I listen to the radio 
and the pilots will call with their estimated 
time of arrival, but usually it’s a 10 minute 
notice. I’ve been weathered out of my home 

“ One of the reasons I  
chose to move to Alaska  
was to experience a  
simpler lifestyle…”

      www.SRU.edu      11 

village about four times since the beginning of 
school. This means the planes couldn’t take 
me all the way home, and we turn around or 
cancel the flight because of weather.”

Berner said she usually visits relatives in 
California and Pennsylvania during summers, 
although she may try something different this 
summer. “I’m thinking of spending a month 
working for a fishing boat setting nets or at a 
cannery, or chasing a few waves in Homer and 
Yakutat,” she said. 

She expects to remain an itinerant teacher 
in Alaska for a while, having found her calling. 
“I enjoy traveling and experiencing different 
cultures and places. There is so much “world” 
out there to learn about it and be a part of, and 
teaching has been my ticket to take advantage 
of it,” she said. “I love it up here, and the 
teaching job is a great fit.”

’08 graduate adapts to ‘mysterious’ Alaska
Rebecca book, a 2008 slippery Rock University graduate who works as a graphic artist in Anchorage, 

said she found the state “intimidating and mysterious” when she first moved there.  
“I’ve camped and done outdoorsy things in the woods of Pennsylvania, but I wouldn’t do those same 

things up here without someone who knows exactly what he or she is doing,” she said. “things are just 
bigger up here, which can result in bigger mistakes, and injuries.”

book received a degree in fine arts from sRU and worked in Washington, D.C. briefly before accepting 
a position with a real estate firm in Alaska. the Pennsylvania native said the decision to move there was 
entirely hers.

“there are a ton of opportunities here, from occupations, ways of life, resources, it’s just a really abun-
dant place,” she said. “Anchorage has a small town feeling. the people that want to be here really want 
to be here. there is a hardworking mindset that I really respect. When I’m anywhere else but Alaska, I find 
myself missing the mountains, almost feeling like I’m exposed. they’ve kind of become this anchor for me.” 

still, living in Alaska means adapting to near perpetual darkness in winter. “During the winter solstice, 
it starts to get light around 10 a.m. and dark around 2 p.m.,” book said. “Putting up with it in the winter is 
worth it to have the summers we have. to be able to mow your lawn at 10 at night or play a round of golf 
seems unrealistic to some people, but we love it.” 

book said she has been surprised by a coffee culture that rivals seattle’s. “there are coffee carts every-
where,” she said. “they are these little stands in the middle of parking lots where you pull up and can get 
coffee. Pennsylvania needs to catch on to that one.” 

she does not like the higher cost of housing and food, though. book said she pays $850 a month for a 
studio apartment about the size of a single sRU residence hall room. “that’s not much fun, but every time  
I look out the window, it’s worth it,” she said. 

book said most Alaskans don’t want an influx of new residents from the Lower 48. their attitude can be 
summed up as, ‘stay put’” she said. “A lot of people would love Alaska if they would make the move, but 
Alaskans would like to keep it a secret.” 

she credited sRU with her success 5,000 miles from home. “the education that I received from sRU has 
been invaluable, including the life lessons, the difficult classes where you go and talk to the professor and 
do all you can do to pass, and the international trips that teach you to be flexible and make the best of it 
all,” she said. “that stuff comes back and shows itself to you once you leave college.”
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W
hen Marketa Schublova was a girl growing up in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, she never dreamed of playing basketball, 
living in America, or earning a college degree – much less 

a doctorate. “Because of communism, you couldn’t travel and life 
was pretty much mapped out for you,” she said. “It was all the 
more challenging since my parents and grandparents didn’t take 
the easy way out. Because they never joined the communist party, 
they were outsiders.” 

All that changed Nov. 17, 1989, when the Velvet Revolution 
started and the Iron Curtain fell and the communist bloc coun-
tries opened to the rest of the world. “We didn’t know where it 
was going to go, but being out on the street demonstrating during 
those days made me feel like a part of history,” she said. 

In the years following, history played out more fantastic than 
Schublova could have imagined. Her former country eventually 
divided into two: the Czech Republic and Slovakia, with each 
becoming a democratic nation. In her personal life, her talent for 
basketball opened doors, creating opportunities for her to play in 
Germany, England and New York before landing a scholarship at 
Slippery Rock University in 1999. 

“I was recruited by some other colleges to play basketball, but 
SRU had an outstanding athletic training education program, and 
that influenced my decision,” she said. “Plus, everybody in my 
country dreamed of coming to America – we kids and teenagers 
assumed it was just like Beverly Hills 90210.”

Living the American Dream
At 26, Schublova was older than her SRU teammates. She 

knew little English. And because she decided to pursue a degree 
in athletic training, she was immersed in the world of medicine 
with virtually no understanding of its vocabulary. To get through 
some of her classes, she recorded lectures, then would sit at home 
with a dictionary and books to figure out what was being said. 

Recruited to play basketball, Marketa Schublova fell in love with 
SRU and its athletic training education program. Today, she is 
an SRU professor living out her version of the American Dream.

Czech Mate
By Heidi Tyline King

She also relied on her professors who took extra  
time to tutor her. “I was thrown into the water and 
had to swim – but it was the best thing that hap-
pened to me,” Schublova said. “My professors, 
especially Bonnie Siple and Scott Zema, kept me 
from sinking.” 

Soon, Schublova was excelling in her studies, 
eventually trading her basketball scholarship for a 
full-tuition academic scholarship when an injury 
hampered her play. She later became the first 
person from the Czech Republic to graduate 
from SRU’s athletic training program. 

“Marketa brought a lot of experiences to our 
athletic training education program,” said Scott 
Zema, assistant professor of athletic training, 
associate coordinator of athletic training services 
and clinical education, and head football 
athletic trainer. “With her maturity, 
she really solidified the 
group and was a calming 
influence on them.”

Training plan
For Schublova, the 

attraction to a career in 
athletic training was not 
only its uniqueness  – 
the Czech Republic’s 
professional sports 
teams do not employ 
specialists – but also 
the fact that athletic train-
ers are full partners with 

athletes, working with them each step of the way to achieve 
success. “I work with athletes every day, I’m there when an 
injury occurs, and I’m there to help him get through it,” she 
explained. “Because I know how an athlete competes, I know 
how to help him rehabilitate and recondition. And sometimes, 
I end up in an emotional support role when they sustain an 
injury, lose a game, have disagreements with someone – even 
get a bad grade.” 

SRU’s athletic training education program and its hands-
on approach was a perfect fit for Schublova. Unlike other uni-
versities where some athletic trainers teach classes and others 
oversee students in clinical settings, the professors at SRU do 
it all. “The same teachers in the classroom were the ones who 
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would be on their knees getting dirty out on the field, and it was 
an eye-opening experience to see them in both roles,” she said.

Professor “Mamča”
Schublova’s career took another surprise turn after she graduated 

from the program in 2003. Originally, she had planned to return to 
the Czech Republic and break ground as an athletic trainer in pro 
hockey or soccer, but ended up pursuing her master’s in recreation 
and sports sciences and doctorate in curriculum and instruction at 
Ohio University. Once again, she found herself at Slippery Rock, 
this time on the other side of the court as a professor.

“I love taking our students down to the athletic training room 
and seeing the light bulb come on in their heads,” she said. “We 
can explain something in a classroom setting, but there is no 
cookbook for athletic training. Every patient is a little different 
and what works for one person might not work for someone 
else. That’s how critical thinking comes into play and that’s a 
real advantage for our students who get to see first-hand that the 
answer is not always black or white.” 

As a faculty member, Schublova has been an advocate for tak-
ing students on international athletic training programs to work 
with professional teams in other countries. Her student groups 
have visited her hometown of Prague to visit the pro teams and 
their medical staff there, as well as Italy where they spent a few 
days with the AC Milan professional soccer team – the first time 
an external organization has been allowed into their lab. 

Schublova has also gained a reputation among students as a 
nurturing professor willing to do whatever it takes to help students 
succeed. “Students love her – so much so that she has earned the 
nickname, “mamča,” which means “mom” in Czech,” Zema said. 

Schublova mentors next generation
Today, SRU’s athletic training program is an easy sell to pro-

spective students. As one of the oldest accredited programs in the 
country, it is considered one of the finest. The school has just 
completed an extensive renovation of its facilities, including dual-
combination classrooms with plinth tables so that students can 
get instruction and hands-on experience in one setting. And with 
a 100 percent placement rate, the program is highly sought after 
by students who like the idea of a job waiting upon graduation. 

Above all, though, students are attracted to the personal atten-
tion from faculty, and Schublova feels a responsibility to take stu-
dents under her wing and encourage and push them through the 
rigorous program.  “Yet I was given an amazing opportunity and 
I try to make students see that you get out of something what you 
put into it. Being at SRU can change their life for the better  – the 
same way it changed mine.”

Wounded no more
Rock graduate, 
    Vietnam veteran, 

“ I work very hard to promote the 
realities of active non-violence.” 

– Claude AnShin Thomas

finds his wayit’s hard to find meaning in pep rallies and English grammar 
after you’ve killed people in Vietnam, and been wounded and sent 
home a decorated Army veteran only to be spat at by your fellow 
Americans. All things considered, one can forgive Claude AnShin 
Thomas for admitting that he struggled to connect with college life 
when he arrived at Slippery Rock University in the fall of 1968. 

“I was deeply affected by Post Traumatic Stress. I just didn’t 
know it at the time,” Thomas said.

Thomas’ life was spiraling out of control faster than a shot- 
down helicopter, and he might not have made it but for the influ-
ence of two former SRU professors and, later, his own journey to 
healing and inner peace through Buddhism.

Now an ordained Zen Buddhist priest, Thomas returned to 
his alma mater recently to share his story of pain and redemption 
during a campus-wide presentation and class visits where he 
discussed his 2004 autobiography, “At Hell’s Gate, A 
Soldier’s Journey from War to Peace.”

With courage and honesty, he spoke of over-
coming past demons and finding his way 
through Buddhism. A peace activ-
ist, pilgrim who has walked 
more than 10,000 miles, 
vegetarian and author, 
Thomas urged stu-
dents to pursue 
peace and to 
become socially 
engaged. 

“I work 
very hard to 
promote the 
realities of 
active non-
violence,” he 
said, adding 
that his first 
trip back to SRU 
since he graduated was 
“most interesting and at the 
same time a challenging expe-
rience because of all  
the memories.”

Marketa Schublova treats an athlete’s thigh injury in Morrow Field House.

“I came here with noth-
ing but a backpack, from 
a country that tourists 
would visit so they could 
see what “communists” 
looked like.” 
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Interest in Thomas’ life is such that a California company, 
Humble Patience Pictures, shadowed Thomas at SRU for a televi-
sion documentary about veterans. “We found his story compelling 
because of all the things he went through while serving in Vietnam, 
after returning home from Vietnam, how he has evolved as a per-
son since then and how he has dedicated his life to helping other 
soldiers and veterans who have been affected by combat,” said 
Jillian Moul, creative director of Humble Patience Pictures.

Thomas, who grew up in northwest Pennsylvania, joined the 
Army in 1965, right out of high school. He volunteered for combat 
in Vietnam, where he served as a crew chief on assault helicopters 
from 1966-67. By the end of his tour, he had received 27 air med-
als, including the Distinguished Flying Cross, and a Purple Heart.

His late father, Army veteran Benson Mac Thomas, a 1950 phys-
ical education SRU graduate, encouraged his son to enroll at SRU 
following his honorable discharge from the U.S. Army in 1968.

“I was preparing to be discharged from a military hospital and 
had no idea what to do. My father encouraged me to go to col-
lege,” Thomas said. “He told me that he would be willing to talk 
with people in admissions, on my behalf, to see if they would be 
willing to accept me. Because my high school grades were not 
good and because I did not have good scores on my SAT’s, I was 
accepted on a probationary period.”

Thomas was a wounded man at SRU because of Vietnam. 
“I had witnessed horrifying cruelty, narrowly escaped death on 
multiple occasions, and was responsible for the deaths of many 
Vietnamese – this colored who I was at the time,” he said. After 
all these years, he still recoiled when a student in the audience 
jumped up to move to a seat closer to the stage. He’s never over-
come the soldier’s fight or flight instinct, Thomas said.

Thomas majored in English education. He didn’t attend foot-
ball games or participate in typical student activities because he 
never saw himself as a typical student. 

“I had all these experiences in Vietnam that separated me from 
my classmates. Plus, remember that very few vets were welcomed 

home with open arms in the ‘60s and ‘70s,” Thomas said. 
Thomas said two of his professors, Ted Kneupper, retired 

professor of philosophy, and Charles Mack Porter, retired profes-
sor of counseling and educational psychology, were two of the 
more influential people in his life. They saw his anger but also his 
potential as a thinker who could process different ideas.

“I met Claude in 1969,” Kneupper said. “I remember he 
was a pretty nice guy with a very intense personality. He was 
going through a lot of turmoil inside, obviously. We talked a lot 
because he was in several of my classes.” 

Kneupper described Thomas as bright but said he could not 
focus on his academics and did not have many friends. It was like 
he had Attention Deficit Disorder, although no one called it that 
40 years ago, he said.

One topic that did excite Thomas was his motorcycle, which 
became a means for exhibiting reckless behavior. “One thing that 
gave him a great thrill was to ride his motorcycle on the center 
line of Route 8 at 100 miles per hour,” Kneupper said. “It was 
clear that he lived on adrenaline.”

Kneupper’s “Oriental Philosophy Class” gave Thomas 
the chance to explore Buddhist thought. “He learned about 
Buddhism in Vietnam,” Kneupper said, “but it was not a very 
positive impression. I talked about it in a positive way.” 

Kneupper said “something clicked” inside Thomas during his 
class. “He would argue it with me. It was like he was fighting it,” 
he recalled. Kneupper said he continued to reach out to Thomas. 
“We talked philosophy and spent some time together,” he said. 
“He came in to talk seriously about things.”

Mack Porter, who recalled bailing Thomas out of jail on a drug 
charge, said Vietnam affected him “very, very deeply. We talked 
about it a bit. He was quite violent and aggressive. He was angry.”

Thomas showed aggressiveness in pursuing a friendship with 
Mack Porter because he liked his courses, including “Educational 
Psychology” and “Human Development,” and he needed a mentor. 

“We became friends,” Mack Porter said. “He sought me out. He 

kept pushing and pushing to come by. So I had him to my house.”
Thomas, suffering from apathy and anger, withdrew from 

Slippery Rock in 1970 and 1972. He struggled with drug and 
alcohol addition and homelessness. With help from Kneupper, 
Mack Porter and others he reenrolled and eventually graduated 
from Slippery Rock in 1974. He then traveled to India, Mack 
Porter said, and returned to Slippery Rock to earn 18 credits 
toward a graduate degree before leaving the University in 1978.

Thomas made a point of visiting with Kneupper and Mack 
Porter when he returned to campus in the fall. Both mentors were 
delighted with how their former student had grown.

“He came over, and we had a long conversation by my pond,” 
Kneupper said. “He is totally changed. It is clear that he has 
matured, and his demeanor was so peaceful. I thought he was 
tremendous, and I am really happy for him. When I see what 
happened with Claude, I have hope for humanity. That is 
how remarkable his transformation is.”

“In some ways he is very much the same, but much 
more mellow,” Mack Porter said.

After leaving SRU, Thomas wandered about Europe, 
Asia and the Far East before returning to the United 
States to pursue a musical career that spanned 11 years. 
He struggled with addiction and homelessness until 
1983. Addiction was “a condition that was passed on to 
me through my family lineage,” he said.

In 1991, Thomas, still struggling to find a happy 
balance in his life, began a new journey. He came 
in contact with Thich Nhat Hanh, a Vietnamese 
Buddhist monk, poet and scholar, who helped him 
awaken to the lasting effects of war and how to pur-
sue inner peace. Thomas later became a member of 
the Vietnamese monastery and retreat center, Plum 
Village, in France that Hanh founded. 

Thomas was ordained a Zen Buddhist priest in 1995 
and marked the occasion by walking from Auschwitz, 
the Nazi death camp in Poland, to Vietnam as a way of 
atoning for his own sins. He recognized that he needed a 
pilgrimage that would provide a personal penance for the 
atrocities he had committed as a soldier. 

 “It was very powerful – full of unexpected memories, 
much like my coming back to Slippery Rock,” Thomas said. 

In 1998, Thomas walked from New York to California, a 
journey known as the American Zen Pilgrimage. The focus of the 
cross-country walk was to focus on the three core tenets of the 
Zen Peacemaking Order: penetrating the unknown, bearing wit-
ness and healing.

More recently, Thomas founded the Zaltho Foundation, a 
Florida non-profit organization that promotes peace and non-
violence among individuals, families, societies and nations. He 
is active in working for projects that service the disenfranchised, 
speaks publicly on the topics of peace, suffering and healing, and 
leads mindfulness retreats throughout the world. 

His life is not without hardship. Thomas has not had a conven-
tional job since becoming a priest and has no health insurance. 
He gets by “on the generosity of others,” he said.

“Claude AnShin Thomas’ visit was important for a variety of 
reasons,” said Andrew Colvin, SRU assistant professor of philoso-
phy. “For some, his visit provided the opportunity to meet and 
learn first hand about a different religious tradition from a widely 
respected teacher in the Soto tradition of Zen Buddhism, and 
to enhance diversity education here at SRU. For others, his visit 
provided an opportunity for students to learn about the Vietnam 
War, and to meet and speak with a decorated Vietnam veteran 
and an award winning author. For others it provided an opportu-
nity to meet a compelling individual and to hear his extraordinary 
story of personal transformation. For still others his visit was 
another example of how Slippery Rock University graduates are 

helping to transform society and the world.”
Sierra Brown, a philosophy major 

from Pittsburgh, said she appreciated 
Thomas’ candor. “He spoke to the 
students as a former student and not as 
a Buddhist monk,” she said. “He was 

straight-forward, and he spoke honestly 
about his dark past.” 

“ For still others his visit was another example of how 
Slippery Rock University graduates are helping to 
transform society and the world.”

– Andrew Colvin,  
SRU assistant professor of philosophy

Claude Thomas in Vietnam, 1967, and at the traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall in Kansas, 1998.

Claude Thomas answers questions from students.
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In one futuristic world, a totalitarian government led by reli-
gious tyrants forces women to become sex slaves to reverse rising 
infertility. The “Handmaids” must then surrender their offspring 
to “Wives” deemed morally superior. In another, Frankensteinian 
experiments with genetic engineering backfire big-time, nearly wip-
ing out humankind and leaving a wasteland of mutated creatures.

Such scenarios  – plots in the Margaret Atwood novels “The 
Handmaid’s Tale” and “Oryx and Crake” – are downers, to 
be sure. But to Danette DiMarco, Slippery Rock University 
professor of English since 1995, they’re fascinating fodder for 
study. DiMarco has become an internationally acclaimed author-
ity on Atwood, the prolific Canadian author, poet and critic 
known for her dystopian outlook and speculative fiction. 

“Certainly, readers can interpret the endings of some of the 
novels as negative. But I simply don’t,” DiMarco said. “I think 
the hope is in the critique and the assumption that humans can 
change their negative behavior toward others and their environ-
ment. There are many moments in her work where, to use her 
own words, there are ‘escapes, positive changes and revelations.’”

Like English professors teaching George Orwell as a means 
for decrying tyranny, DiMarco teaches Atwood in “World 
Literature” and other English courses to broaden students’ under-
standing of the world and spark a greater commitment to social 
justice. Many of Atwood’s post-colonial themes, including equal-
ity, political freedom and environmental sustainability, reinforce 
the University’s core values. 

“Dr. DiMarco is brilliant; she’s one of our best professors,” said 
Christy Trotnick, an English literature major from McMurray. 
“She isn’t so much about reader response, as in how, as a reader, 
do you relate to the text. That’s a totally valid way of reading a 
text. But Dr. DiMarco encourages you to look at the scholarly lit-
erature, examine the cultural and historical factors that influence 
a text and figure out the interplay between texts. It’s really a more 
interesting, intellectual way to read texts.” 

Atwood is a frequent subject in DiMarco’s “Literature 
Seminar” classes as well. “She’s a ‘perfect subject’ for many rea-
sons, but mostly because she is accessible while offering complex-
ity in her storytelling,” DiMarco said. “There is never a lack of 

student discussion regarding her work. Plus, she’s prolific and 
admired far beyond the United States. She is a Booker Prize win-
ner. She writes across genres. Teaching her work helps students 
to see and think outside their own place when looking for good, 
meaningful stories, poetry and criticism.”

DiMarco first discovered Atwood in 1989, when she took a 
15-week course on Atwood at Miami University of Ohio with 
Jerome Rosenberg, one of the first academics to author a book 
on Atwood. Besides her studies at Miami University of Ohio, 
DiMarco obtained her undergraduate, master’s and doctoral 
degrees from Duquesne University.

Since her days as a student, DiMarco has specialized in late 
18th and 19th century British literature. So she quickly became 
intrigued by Atwood, who frequently explores themes of colonial-
ism and British imperialism as a Canadian struggling with her 
country’s lingering legacy of European influence.

“As an academic, I was intrigued by how she approached revi-
sions of other famous literatures, making them specifically hers in 
her own storytelling. I also noticed they had postcolonial edges 
as well. For instance, in her first novel, ‘The Edible Woman,’ she 
revised Alice in Wonderland, a story that thematically resonates 
with a critique of colonization and the politics of the British 
Empire,” DiMarco said. 

Atwood’s feminist themes further hooked DiMarco. 
“Historically, women writers weren’t taken seriously, especially 
when they made money from their work. People felt that real art 
didn’t make money,” DiMarco said. “Margaret Atwood really 
struggles with that idea of women struggling against the con-
straints placed on them. As a reader, I think she has a strong femi-
nist voice, which I admire. I found this most in her earliest works 
like ‘Surfacing’ and ‘Lady Oracle.’”

DiMarco has read – again and again  – most of Atwood’s more 
than 50 novels, poetry and short story collections, nonfiction 
works and children’s books.

She also has seen her own analyses of 
Atwood published, most recently in 
2005, when the journal Papers on 
Language and Literature printed 
DiMarco’s “Paradice Lost, 
Paradise Regained: Homo 
Faber and the Makings of 
a New Beginning in Oryx 
and Crake.”

And she has an 
Atwood book brewing. 
“Tentatively, it’s titled 
‘Intertextual Atwood.’ 
I’m planning on look-
ing at Atwood’s uses of 
18th- and 19th-century 
British literature in her 
revision process. I’ve 
recently started researching 
for what I hope will be a chap-
ter on the role of William Blake 
in her newest novel ‘The Year of 
the Flood,’” DiMarco said. 

DiMarco’s accomplishments have not gone unnoticed at 
SRU either. In 1999, she received SRU’s President’s Award 
for Excellence in Teaching. The same year, she served as the 
Academic Honors Convocation speaker. A decade later, she 
landed SRU’s 2009 President’s Award for Scholarly and Creative 
Achievement, an honor bestowed on just one of SRU’s 400 fac-
ulty annually.

She and Mark O’Connor, SRU professor of English, co-
founded the Sound and Literary Art Book (SLAB) in 2004. The 
undergraduate-produced literary magazine – more of a book 
really, at 200-plus pages – has come a long way from its prede-
cessor, Ginger Hill. Now, students incorporate audio and visual 
elements in a publication printed on paper and online. While 
Ginger Hill showcased SRU students’ work, SLAB attracts admis-
sions from budding writers internationally. 

“There is no one I’d rather work with at this entire 
University,” O’Connor said. “She doesn’t just let people floun-
der in the surf; she’s really conscious of remembering what it’s 
like to be new on campus. Yet she has this really hard-core work 
ethic, and she’s really generous with her time,” said O’Connor, 
recounting recent trips he and DiMarco made to accompany 
students to literary conferences. 

And she’s a not a stodgy, all-business professor, he added. 
“She swings a mean piñata stick,” O’Connor said, remembering 
a recent barbecue – complete with piñata – honoring SLAB stu-
dents. “She can be very playful – she’s like the ‘cool mom.’”

DiMarco married a teacher – husband Steve taught fifth grade 
in the Pine-Richland School District before resigning to raise 
the couple’s son Harold, now 8. The family lives in Prospect, 
Butler County. 

Aside from a brief teaching stint at Edinboro University, 
DiMarco has spent her whole professorial career 

at Slippery Rock University.
“Real education, to me, assumes active 
participation. Active participation 
requires that people truly listen to one 
another and reshape their opinions 
based on such listening,” DiMarco 

said. “I believe that a truly educated 
person will always take in and 
actively synthesize new knowl-
edge. I want to be part of a pro-
cess that helps people under-
stand the importance of this 
as it impacts the way we live 
with others in the world.”

When she’s not scruti-
nizing literature or teach-
ing, DiMarco dabbles in 
yoga and reads “every-
thing and anything” 
voraciously. But mostly, 
she revels in being 
at home. “I just love 

spending time with my 
husband and son,” she said.

“ Real education, 
to me, assumes active  

  participation. Active  
  participation requires  

   that people truly  
   listen to one another  
   and reshape their  
   opinions based on  
    such listening” 

       – Danette DiMarco 

English professor 
broadens students’worldview 

By Dana DiFilippo
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the story  
    behind the story

Paper 
chase:

By Heidi Tyline King

After 76 years, 
SRU’s student 
newspaper,  
The Rocket,  
continues to soar.
n the summer of 1948, Don Meehan, 
then editor-in-chief of The Rocket, cov-
ered a college football coaches’ confer-
ence being hosted by Slippery Rock State 
College. “I talked with the great Vince 
Lombardi, a difficult interview because he 
had a constant smile on his face but didn’t 
say much,” Meehan recalled, “and I got 
to interview Paul “Bear” Bryant – I even 
complained to him about his star quarter-
back, Babe Parelli, borrowing my sneakers 
to play tennis with my steady girl.” 

For Meehan, ’50, who is now retired 
from school administration, and the hun-
dreds of other students who have worked 
on SRU’s school newspaper over the last 
76 years, being a part of The Rocket staff 
allowed them to brush up against and 
record history as it was being made, and 
it afforded them experiences that would 
prove invaluable later in life. “It was a 
marvelous opportunity,” Meehan said. “It 
helped me think logically and objectively, 
and who doesn’t need that?”

Although newspapers are disappearing 
from the landscape, The Rocket is mark-
ing its diamond jubilee with expansion. 
Staff recently began e-mailing breaking 
news stories campuswide during off hours, 
and it is expanding its editorial coverage 
to include local communities to fill the 
gap that emerged when the Slippery Rock 
Eagle and Tri-County News newspapers 
ceased publication last year.

“It may be that some big papers are 
cutting circulation, but I believe there 
is going to be a renaissance of small-
town newspapers,” said Josh Rizzo, 
a junior communication major from 
Irwin and current editor of the award-
winning Rocket. 

I
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The changing landscape  
of reporting

The Rocket first went to print in 1934 
as a weekly bulletin; it wasn’t until the 
late 1940s that the paper morphed from 
a tabloid to a more formal newspaper for-
mat, with layouts being created the old-
fashioned way – by hand. “On Thursday 
nights, a group of us would drive to 

Grove City to the publishing company 
and stay until the paper was put to bed – 
sometimes until 2 a.m.,” Meehan said. 

In those pre-television days, the “power 
of the pen” held more clout and solicited 
a stronger reaction from students and the 
administration, especially when the paper 
covered controversial topics. Meehan 
recalled a Rocket headline from 1949 
that caused consternation in the ivory 

tower: “College President Seen 
Stewed: Slippery Rock College 
President Claims He Has Seen 
Many Stewed Tomatoes.”

“That headline really got me 
in hot water,” Meehan said. 
“I got placed on probation for 
attacking the president.”

For some staffers, working 
on the paper was a way to make 
friends and be involved on cam-
pus. “I found out that the paper 
needed volunteers, so I said, 
‘Sure, I’ll be a reporter,’” said 
Shirley Spix Davis, who worked 
on The Rocket in 1955. “In 
those days, we just 
wanted to help out 
any way we could, 
and we had a great 
time doing it.” 

For others, a stint 
with The Rocket 
became an asset in 
their later careers, 
even if they didn’t pursue journalism. 
“The thought of a career in journalism 
never crossed my mind – just being a 
woman and getting to write for the soci-
ety page at that time was considered a 
break through,” said Suzanne Chesney, 
editor-in-chief in 1957 and a retired 

English teacher. “However, I did an 
awful lot of writing with my students, 
and I have remained fascinated with 
newspapers and their importance in 
society. It is extremely important to have 
good, unbiased reporters who are willing 
to search for details and facts, especially 
in a world where there is so much infor-
mation coming to you.”

The Rocket provided the forum for 
campus discussion on important issues. 
Students gobbled up the content and 
talked about the stories and edito-
rial position for most of Friday. “The 
big issue at the time (’57) was about 
condemning the chapel on campus,” 
Chesney said. “There were very strong 
feelings because to some it was a symbol 
of Slippery Rock.” 

By the 1960s, production had changed 
little from the time the paper was started 
30 years prior. “First of all, we used 
manual typewriters, and if you made a 
mistake, you had to white it out,” remem-
bered Walt Obermeier, assistant editor 
in 1965 and a retired teacher who gradu-
ated in 1967. “Once all the stories were 
typed up, the printer would set them in 
type and then we would cut them out and 
paste them onto pages. When the paper 
came back, we’d distribute them by hand 
all over campus.”

Launching careers  
at The Rocket

In more recent years, students joined 
The Rocket because they were inspired 
by the Watergate coverage at The 
Washington Post in the 1970s or because 
they perceived journalism as an exciting 
and influential career choice. 

Al Stuart, Rocket editor-in-chief in 1988, 
said he followed in the footsteps of his father 
and grandfather, albeit briefly, by writing 
as a stringer for The Pittsburgh Press after 
graduating from Slippery Rock University. 
Other Rocket veterans found reporting posi-
tions with the Pittsburgh Tribune Review, 
The Vindicator in Youngstown, Ohio, 
Gannett Newspapers in White Planes, N.Y., 
The Valley News Dispatch and the Sunbury 
Daily Item, among other newspapers. 

Ultimately, Stuart became a pastor, but 
he said The Rocket had a profound influ-
ence on him. “Communication is such 
a large part of what ministers do that I 
don’t feel like I’ve really ever gotten away 
from journalism,” he said. “I continue 
to use the skills I learned at The Rocket 
every day. In a certain sense I’ve never 
stopped being a reporter  – I’m just report-
ing news of a different kind.”

Bill Foley, editor in chief in 1987, 
recalled the learning value and tediousness 

Fast facts
•  The Rocket has captured more than 

30 journalism awards

•  The Rocket is published Fridays dur-
ing the academic year

•  Total weekly circulation is 3,000

•  Five percent of its funding is from 
the Student Government Association 
general service fee paid each semester 
by students. All other income is pro-
vided through the sale of advertising

•  The newspaper is independent of 
Slippery Rock University.

•  The Rocket online edition can be 
accessed at www.theonlinerocket.com.

•  Bailey Library archives electronic edi-
tions of The Rocket back to 1934.

of the cut and paste layout method – glu-
ing stories, photos and cutlines onto poster 
boards that were photographed for printing 
in New Castle. Thursday night was crunch 
time, and editors would often stumble 
out of Eisenberg Classroom Building at 3 
a.m. with glue on their hands, their fingers 
poked by Exacto knives. 

“Anybody who has ever worked at The 
Rocket knows that Thursday nights are 

1935 19581939 19621946
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crazy,” Foley said. “We would get every-
thing posted on the photocomposing 
machines, and we still used dummy sheets 
and hot wax.” Thursdays continue to 
be the busiest night for staffers since the 
paper hits campus Friday mornings. 

Foley said reporters weren’t as tentative 
in those days and were eager to investigate 
hard-hitting stories. “There was an assistant 
geography professor who was quite liberal, 
and we couldn’t get the FBI to release his 
security file,” he said. “When it finally 
came back, it was mostly redacted with line 
after line of blacked out material. We also 
began covering school boards and borough 

and township meetings, and we started 
getting probable cause and search warrants 
from state police – they certainly weren’t 
used to that from a college paper.”

Pagination – layout on the computer 
– arrived in the fall of 1988. By 1999, 

when Maggi Newhouse Potts was editor-
in-chief, The Rocket began publishing an 
online edition. “When I first started on 
the paper, we were still doing pagination, 
cropping stories, and placing them on the 
page,” she said. “All that changed during 
my time there and really, everything you 
are hearing about today is how newspa-
pers are adapting to the new technology.” 

Newhouse Potts, currently the edi-
tor of Fanfare magazine in Pittsburgh, 
recalled hard news investigations and 
“fun” stories. “When I was editor, there 
was a real threat of professors going on 
strike and we did a lot of stories about 
those negotiations,” she said. “And 
there was also an April Fool’s Day issue 
about selling the naming rights to the 
recreation center. We were teasing the 
president, and it was all in good fun, but 
it did get us into some trouble.” 

The Rocket staffers have always been 
under the tutelage of faculty advisers 
willing to guide student reporters and 
editors through the rigors of journalism. 
Joseph Normand, retired professor of 
communication and Rocket adviser from 
1979-1989, said The Rocket is important 
because it provides a student voice that 
is independent of the administration and 
teaches students about the watchdog role 
of the press.

“The function of print journalism is to 
keep people informed. It both informs 
the student body, and it is a voice for stu-
dents,” he said. “Students follow the news 
and can write letters or opinion pieces. I’m 
not sure broadcast offers that.” 

Normand recalled an explosive story 
The Rocket published pointing out that 
some professors were checking out library 
books and not returning them. “The 
Rocket printed the names of the worst 
offenders,” he said. “That brought down 
all kinds of criticism that it should not 
have been done. But the net effect was the 
books were taken back to the library.”

Other big stories explored affirmative 
action hiring policies and police raids at 
off-campus apartments. Students grew 
through their The Rocket experience, 
he said, because they learned to process 
information from multiple sources, write 
clearly and be less sensitive to criticism – 
skills that will help them regardless of their 
career path.

“It’s part of growth in general and 
maturing,” Normand said. “You gain 
insights into affairs. You learn to look at 
things from both sides. Students learn 
that no matter what you do, there is good 
involved and there are always going to 
be critics. You do what you think is best, 
what is right, and learn to take criticism. 

That’s what journalists do all the time.”
“Working on The Rocket was a tre-

mendous experience in terms of teach-
ing – both from the advisers who guided 
us and the coaches and other professors 
who gave us access and interview time,” 
said Greg Reedy, ’05 editor-in-chief and 
currently the sports editor of the Ridgway 
Record. “They were always there if I had 
a question.”

While many media experts predict 
the demise of print journalism, Rizzo 
said working for The Rocket remains an 
invaluable life-skills experience. Reporters 
learn to synthesize information, analyze 

The Rocket is important because 
it provides a student voice that is 
independent of the administration 
and teaches students about the 
watchdog role of the press.

“Students learn that no 
matter what you do, 
there is good involved 
and there are always 
going to be critics. You 
do what you think is 
best, what is right, and 
learn to take criticism. 
That’s what journalists 
do all the time.”

data and write in a clear and concise man-
ner. Writers and photographers learn the 
importance of deadlines, time manage-
ment and being accountable for the work 
they do. 

“Whenever we write an article, thou-
sands of people can potentially read it,” 
Rizzo said. “You put your name on it, 
and you have to take accountability for 
any mistake. Earlier this year I got phone 
calls from people saying, ‘You should be 
fired.’ You have to deal with people saying 
nasty things about you. You also work on 
a deadline, which isn’t something most 
people are accustomed to. Whenever you 
have a short time to put a story together, 
there is a lot of pressure. You have to learn 
how to deal with it.” 

Rocket staffers also develop portfolios 
that will help them in their job search 
after graduation. Rizzo said CNN.com 
picked up a Rocket story he wrote last 
year and he has also freelanced for the 
Allied News, Butler Eagle and Valley 
News Dispatch. “It’s always valuable for 
students to get their stories picked up; it 
gets their name out there,” he said.

1976 1978

1988

1994

2009
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ROCKET EDITORS IN CHIEF
1934: Priscilla Waldron
1935: Hulda Headland, Russell Dunlap
1936: Jean Kaufman
1937: Lois Adams, Arthur Ammon
1938: Eugenia balsley
1939: betty Lou Orr
1940: Margaret Eakin, Daun Newsbit
1941: Ed brennan
1942: Meriem Fair
1943: Marjorie smith
1944: Lois Finney
1945: Kay Glenn
1946: Estella Krause
1947: Lorraine Ryan
1948: Don Meehan, James tinney
1949: bud Lloyd
1950: bob bidwell
1951: Jay Christner
1952: Ed Gannon
1953: Gloria DeMartini
1954: bud terry
1955: Joe Maslanik
1956: Dixie Richards, Patricia O’Connor
1957: Camie Powell
1958: bill Ayers, bill Kerr
1959: Peg Papsch, bill byrner
1960: bill byrner
1961: Kitty Killeen
1962: Kitty Killeen
1963: bob Roddy, John Nadar
1964: John Nadar
1965: Jeff Conners
1966: Jeff Conners
1967: Judy Lagnese
1968: Pat McCorkle
1969: Paul Rikovsky
1970: Cathy Cadwallader, beth Rekas
1971: Peggy Keaton, George Everingham
1972: Don strayer, susan McKee, Marcia Goga
1973: Laurey sobono
1974: Laurey sobono, Les stewart
1975: Lew stewart, Dan McCarthy
1976: Dan McCarthy 
1977: Janice Graham, Helen Mahoney
1978: Helen Mahoney, Veronica Pacella
1979: Veronica Pacella, Walt Petrosky
1980: Walt Petrosky, Donna Ryan
1981: Hyssain Iman, Jeanette Wilson
1982: Jeanette Wilson, Ken bryk
1983: Ken bryk, Ken schludecker
1984: Dave Martin
1985: Dave Martin
1986: Lois bowers, Daria Woodside
1987: Daria Woodside, bill Foley
1988: Al stuart, Harold Davis
1989: Harold Davis, shirley brown
1990: shirley brown, Karla Nichols
1991: Marianne Oberley, Cherie Alekna
1992: Cherie Alekna, Evette Currie
1993: brian Hyland, Dan Fazio
1994: boris McLaughlin, Kelley McFadden
1995: Kelly McFadden, Dwight Chambers
1996: Dwight Chambers, Dana Zuber
1997: Dana Zuber, Erik Greenawalt
1998: Erik Greenawalt
1999: Maggi Newhouse 
2000: Maggi Newhouse, beth Candiotti
2001: beth Candiotti, Chris Harlan
2002: Chris Harlan, Rebekah Renshaw
2003: Rebekah Renshaw
2004: Jason Hunsicker, Kimberly Dishler
2005: Kimberly Dishler, Greg Reedy
2006: Greg Reedy, Mike Mallory
2007: Mike Mallory, Caleb Patrick
2008: brandon Fox
2009: Josh Rizzo
2010: Josh Rizzo

1964
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C
ollege of Education

From the Dean:
When preparing students to be teachers, the College of Education 

depends on the cooperation and partnership of area teachers and other 
education professionals. SRU education students benefit from the support 
that these educators offer through clinical placements, which provide 
practical experiences in the field for our students.

-Kathleen Strickland

‘Moving Concepts’ 
embraces character 
development The College of Education believes in the value of providing 

instructional opportunities for teacher-educator students before 
they graduate. One class that offers such opportunities, “Moving 
Concepts,” is being expanded to include a “Go Green” compo-
nent and to place more emphasis on values education. Moving 
Concepts is a service-learning program for preschoolers that SRU 
education majors teach once a week. 

The program serves children in SRU’s Child Care Center and 
Butler County Head Start.

“Early childhood education at the national level is really at a 
groundswell; it is getting a lot of attention regarding the importance 
of high-quality programming for young children,” said Marybeth 
Miller, assistant professor of physical education and program 
coordinator. “This is also being recognized by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. Our program is very inclusive.”

Students majoring in physical education, special education, early 
childhood education and elementary education teach workouts for 
the preschoolers in Morrow Field House. They lead the children, 
some of whom have a disability, in activities that build growth-

motor and locomotive skills, such as running and jumping. 
Go Green has added an outdoor component and a forum for 

lessons on recycling, replanting and outdoor fun, Miller said. “It’s 
not too early to expose young children to celebrating the earth and 
recycling,” she said. “Many children may get this at home but some 
may not. This could be the first time they’re exposed to this.”

Moving Concepts uses the Character Counts! program that was 
developed by the Josephson Institute for Youth Ethics as a framework 
for values education. The program highlights six pillars of character: 
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship.

“We’re teaching children to care about those who they play with, 
to help others and to take good care of their materials,” Miller said. 
“It’s part of an overall theme on respect. What I do is work with col-
lege students to weave these characters into the various activities.”

Miller said SRU students benefit from the class in many ways. 
“Students learn to work with each other and plan activities,” she 
said. “What they bring to the table is the richness of their training 
and background. They meld these together to provide a safe and 
developmentally appropriate, children-centered learning experi-
ence in the area of movement.”

The program is aligned with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education Early Learning Standards for Pre-Kindergarten and 
includes an array of child-centered movement activities important 
to a young child’s development.

“The program also provides our students with exposure to the 
pre-kindergarten experience,” Miller said. 
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P     aper portfolios are so old school. Once the staple of all graduates, 
Slippery Rock University’s department of communication doesn’t 
even accept them anymore. The department now requires elec-
tronic portfolios. All communication majors must develop a Web 
site showcasing their student work to graduate, a requirement that 
enhances their computer design skills and gives them a job-search 
advantage over graduates who rely on conventional materials. 

“Employers are telling me and telling my students who are 
looking for jobs that they are not interested in print portfolios 
anymore,” said Valerie Swarts, professor of communication. 
“They want e-portfolios that are accessible 24-7. Plus, e-port-
folios enable our students to show their talents, their skills and 
their capabilities.”

E-portfolios support several SRU goals, including enhanced 
technology education and “greening.” No paper gets wasted creat-
ing a Web site. Students save money as well.

Swarts said e-portfolios are much more than innovative resumes 
or scrapbooks. Students benefit because the portfolios promote 
increased learning effectiveness. They model professionalism, and 
they require seniors to synthesize four years of work into an inter-
active Web site that can include graphics, photographs, visuals, 
PowerPoint presentations, individual touches and more.

“Students are learning to show off their competencies in a visu-
ally engaging way,” Swarts said.

From the Dean:
E-portfolios give our students an advantage in the job search process. 

E-portfolios provide easy access for employers to review student work 
and also are a mechanism to demonstrate student skills across multiple 
media that is not possible in the traditional print format or would require 
a face-to-face opportunity to present.

 – Bruce Russell

Nicole Yale, a communication major from Zelienople who 
expects to graduate in May, created an easy-to-navigate portfolio. 
It includes a biography, resume in PDF format, examples of her 
computer design work, writing samples, photographs and contact 
information – all just a click away.

“Having an e-portfolio is a great networking tool for under-
graduate students,” she said. “Many students do not realize that 
employers are interested in getting to know more about them, the 
quality of work they can do and what they did as an undergradu-
ate. An e-portfolio allows students to showcase their best work 
and market their name.”

Yale said the portfolio saved her money. “Constantly re-printing 
items for a hard copy portfolio can be expensive,” she said. “An 
e-portfolio makes it easier for potential employers to have access to 
my portfolio, and it makes it easier for me to update my portfolio. 
Regardless of the career you may be interested in, an e-portfolio 
allows you to show yourself off to the job market and set yourself 
apart from other applicants in an easy and convenient way.”
 

E-portfolios  
advance learning,  
job marketability 

Valerie Swarts, professor of communication, reviews a student’s e-portfolio.



28      The ROCK      Winter 2010       www.SRU.edu      29 

C
ollege of H

um
anities, Fine and Perform

ing A
rts

From the Dean:
Upgrading the instruments in the music department is definitely one 

among several serious challenges the University is facing. This is why it 
is wonderful that the Student Government Association is able to offer the 
support necessary to help our students to continue the marching band perfor-
mances that offer current and prospective students an important and attrac-
tive social venue for unforgettable and uplifting musical experiences at SRU.

– Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio

  he Slippery Rock University Marching Band is getting new  
uniforms, which pleases its members and conductor James Berry, 
associate professor of music. Still, players say they feel like  
musicians in tuxedos who must travel to gigs in a broken down  
bus. Many of the University-owned instruments band members  
use date back to the 1960s or earlier and need to be replaced for  
the sake of tone, appearance and recruiting.

“We have a really, really good program here. I wouldn’t want to 
be anywhere else, but the instruments are not accurately portraying 
the quality or our program,” said Neal Chiprean, a music major 
from Butler who plays sousaphone. 

Chiprean said he understands money is tight and is thankful SRU 
makes loaner instruments available without a fee. He hopes a donor 
comes forward to help the band purchase instruments. Tubas cost 
between $6,000 and $13,000 – way out of reach for most students.

“The quality of the students in the program is unsurpassed by  
any other school around,” Chiprean said. “It would be nice if we 
had instruments to reflect the quality.”

He said most of the University’s instruments are “student models” 
that were inexpensive and designed for middle and high school students. 

“This means aspects of the instruments such as the bore sizes are 
smaller so it takes less air to make a sound,” he said. “The problem 
is college musicians, especially ours here in the SRU Marching 
Pride, have much more breath support than high school and mid-
dle school students. Therefore, our brass instruments sound stuffy 
compared to professional models.” 

SRU makes 125 brass and woodwind instruments and 25 drums 
available to students. Berry said it would cost $65,000 to replace the 
brass instruments and $100,000 to replace all the loaner instruments. 

“Some of the brass instruments date back to at least the 1960s,” 
Berry said. “We have to spend a lot of money to repair them to get 
them in playing condition. They don’t look very nice, so obviously 
we don’t want that to be an issue. If we could find a way to obtain 
new instruments, we’d have a whole spanking new band out on 
the field this coming year.”

The new uniforms will make their debut next fall. SRU’s 
Student Government Association purchased 180 uniforms and 
60 auxiliary uniforms. The new uniforms feature black pants and 
dark green jackets instead of white jackets. Shakos, a tall military-
like cap with a 14-inch plume, will be worn instead of helmets.

Berry said uniforms and instruments are “absolutely” a recruit-
ing issue. “We’re using the new uniform as a recruitment tool. 
Having brand new instruments to play would be a great selling 
point for the program,” he said.

Call Berry at 724.738.2436 to help. 

T
Marching band  
seeks instruments  
 to match uniformsC
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Geology students  
dig research  
opportunities

M        egan Rice, a senior geology major from Clarion, said she 
could never be content with “book learning” geology. She thrives 
on fieldwork and real discovery. Thankfully for her, Slippery 
Rock University’s geology department provides ample opportu-
nity for both. 

“Geology is a field-based discipline,” Rice said. “You have to 
know how to work in the field in order to do any kind of research 
or possibly work as a geologist for oil, gas or coal companies. 
Field skills need to be learned and practiced.” 

Rice has been working to unravel the geologic history of Nevada 
as part of a student-faculty research project involving Tamra 
Schiappa, associate professor of geography, geology and the envi-
ronment, and Sarah Schattauer, a geology major from Mars. 
Nevada was once the site of an extensive seaway where ancient 
marine organisms lived. The research trio traveled to Nevada to 
investigate layers and the fossils preserved in rock to determine the 
conditions that existed in the ocean basin 300 million years ago.

Student-faculty grants and scholarship support from donors 
help fund student-faculty research trips that prove so beneficial 
to students. 

“My students have really embraced the research experience 
and benefited in all aspects,” Schiappa said. “In person, they are 
more confident and their understanding of science has improved. 
They’re going to be very successful.”

From the Dean:
Undergraduate student-faculty research opportunities are part of the 

mission of the College of Health, Environment and Science. Mentoring by 
faculty like Dr. Schiappa is central to our outstanding students being able to go 
beyond a typical undergraduate experience. These students have proven they 
can handle the research process, can compete in peer-reviewed presentation 
and publication venues, and ultimately have positioned themselves to be com-
petitive candidates for acceptance into graduate school or for job placement.

– Susan Hannam

The fossils collected by the researchers and the ones in which 
they are most interested in are an extinct group of marine mollusks 
called ammonoids. The team identified a new species of extinct 
ammonoid from this area and had made discoveries about the 
ancient sea basin in Nevada. 

Students say the experience has been invaluable.  “I do have an 
appreciation for the abundance of opportunity which Slippery Rock 
University and the department of geography, geology and the envi-
ronment offers me,” Schattauer said. 

Rice and Schattaeur plan to present their findings at the 
Geological Society of America meeting this March in Baltimore, the 
National Conference on Undergraduate Research in April and at 
SRU’s Symposium for Student Research, Scholarship and Creative 
Activity this semester.  Schiappa and Schattaeur are writing a manu-
script for the juried Journal of Paleontology, and both students are 
writing a paper for the Journal of Undergraduate Research. 

“They’re going to leave the University as graduates with a publi-
cation record. They will have presented at a national meeting, and 
they will have a manuscript that they have written for a professional 
journal,” Schiappa said. 
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University police officer keeps the peace here and abroad

to until he arrives at the base. Often, authorities give him only 
a day’s notice to fly out, but he has to pack for a week or more, 
since a flight to Iraq lasts 22 hours.

He doesn’t always go inside the prison. “You can’t just go in 
there. You have to have clearance and it’s all very secure,” he 
said. “Sometimes they bring the prisoners out to us at the plane,” 
he said. “But I have been inside there personally as part of the 
advance team to pick up equipment and prisoners’ gear, to take it 
on the plane with us.”

Security takes total control of prisoners during a flight. They 
restrain them in their seats and walk them to the bathroom or up 
and down the aisles.

“They can do exercises. We’ll walk them,” Sharkey said. “If 
there is a difficulty with language, and we can’t understand them, 
we always have an interpreter. Everything is videotaped, so there 
is no allegation of abuse or anything like that.”

Sharkey said there is no personal interaction with prisoners, all 
of whom have been men. “We’ve never had an incident with the 
prisoners. I think they’re excited about going back to their coun-
try,” he said. 

Sharkey, who grew up in Castle Shannon, said he knew he 
wanted a career in law enforcement by the time he was a junior 
in high school. “I knew I wanted to help people and didn’t want 
to be strapped to office work,” he said. 

He joined the Air Force after high school and served for four years, 
including a six-month deployment to Iraq. He has been in the guard 
for 18 years. He and his wife Iris have a daughter, Taylor, 9. 

Sharkey described the Middle East as fascinating. “It’s interest-
ing how far back their culture goes – thousands of years,” he said. 

Two badges of honor 
Lt. Kevin Sharkey, a Slippery Rock University police 
officer, has been where few Americans will ever go – the U.S. 
military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. In fact, he’s been 
there 35 times, always with the highest security clearance. 

By day, the easy-going police officer patrols Slippery Rock 
University, where he responds to routine campus infractions. 
His other job puts him elbow-to-elbow with some of the most 

dangerous top-security suspects in custody. Sharkey trans-
ports prisoners from Guantanamo Bay to Iraq, Afghanistan, 

England, Palau and elsewhere for the Pennsylvania Air 
National Guard. 

“We take them to various countries around the world 
and hand them over to their host nations,” he said. 

“I am proud of my service because we are part of 
history. Every movement that happens goes all 
the way up to the secretary of defense, if not the 
White House.”

Sharkey, a member of the Pennsylvania Air 
National Guard 171st Air Refueling Wing in 
Pittsburgh, assumed his prisoner transfer respon-
sibilities in 2005. The Air National Guard, 
which supports Guantanamo security, assigned 
him to a security patrol. 

“It’s not just me. We are part of an overall 
support operation,” Sharkey said. “Guantanamo 
itself is a huge prison. It overlooks the ocean. It’s 
on an island, up high above the ocean.” 

Nicknamed “Gitmo” and perhaps the 
highest-profile prison since Alcatraz, 

Guantanamo has been used as a detain-
ment camp for suspected terrorists since 
2002. Former U.S. President George 
Bush opened the prison after the 
911 attacks. The maximum security-
detention facility currently houses 192 
prisoners, most of whom are awaiting 
military tribunals. When the courts 
order prisoners transferred or cleared 
for release, Sharkey receives a sum-
mons to the island. 

Sharkey said he flies to Cuba on a 
military transport plane but doesn’t 
know anything about the prisoner 
or what country he will be traveling 

“The people seem to want you there to do what you need to do, 
but then they want you to get out.”

He said he has many memories of experiences in foreign coun-
tries, including eating out, shopping and interacting with people. 
He recalled participating in a festival in Spain, “just being a part 
of the culture and observing it all.” He ate the most unusual food 
in Vietnam. “It was spicy and the hottest-seasoned food I have 
eaten in my life. I’m not sure what it was.” 

Asked if he ever experienced anti-American sentiment or was 
sworn at, Sharkey laughed and said, “Probably in another lan-
guage. But for the most part, everybody’s pretty friendly.”

Guantanamo Bay Naval Base occupies 45 square miles of 
land and water at Guantanamo Bay, at the southeastern end 
of Cuba. The United States has had a presence there since the 
Cuban-American Treaty of 1903. It is America’s oldest overseas 
Navy base. Aside from the prison, the base includes a Naval 
hospital, a Naval media command center and the Naval Atlantic 
Meteorologic and Oceanographic Command.

“ I knew I wanted to help people 
and didn’t want to be strapped 
to office work.”

– Lt. kevin Sharkey

Lt. Kevin Sharkey served in Iraq with the Air Force (left) and has made more than 30 trips to Guantanamo Bay Cuba to help transfer prisoners.
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The late David Dixon, Slippery Rock University professor of 
history, was the kind of professor students sought to take classes 
with because of his historical knowledge and enthusiasm. “He 
could teach Pennsylvania history at 8 o’clock in the morning and 
the class would be full,” said Larry Rotge, a history colleague of 
Dixon’s at SRU for 20 years. “His courses were always full. He 
was the kind of person who was fun to be around.” 

The tributes to Dixon, who died in 2008 while bicycling in 
Virginia, have been voluminous since his untimely passing. Rotge 
and another former colleague 
Clarie Settlemire, professor 
emerita of history, aim to create 
a lasting legacy that will benefit 
Dixon’s first love – students. 
They are heading fundraising 
efforts to create the David D. 
Dixon Memorial Scholarship to 
help SRU undergraduate and 
graduate history students.

The pair, which compared 
the history department to a 
campus family, has raised $18,000 thus far and hope to have 
$25,000 in place by the fall semester to begin awarding scholar-
ships. They’re hoping those touched by Dixon’s special gifts will 
step forward with contributions to make that goal a reality. 

“We are doing it out of our affection for David and because we 
know all about his dedication to students,” Settlemire said. “He 
was passionate in his concern for students and for his discipline. 
He was really very well known in history circles.” 

Dixon, an SRU graduate and expert on 19th century history, 
joined SRU in 1989 and in 2007 was awarded the University’s 
President’s Award for Scholarly and Creative Achievement for his 
book “Never Come to Peace Again: Pontiac’s Uprising and the 
Fate of the British Empire in North America.” He authored three 
other history books.

Dixon clearly touched the lives of many students; dozens of 
whom posted fond memories of him on an SRU tribute Web site, 
“We Remember Dr. David Dixon.” (http://administration.sru.
edu/provost/memorial/index.php)

Scholarship honors late history professor 
“I can honestly say Dr. Dixon was my favorite professor at 

SRU,” said history major Matt Kwiatkowski. “More than that, 
he was a mentor. I had the experience of taking several of Dr. 
Dixon’s classes, and he never stopped surprising me. He chal-
lenged us in ways he knew would support us down the road. 
He was rigorous, but treated us as if we were his children. His 
attitude inside and outside of the classroom was always positive. 
People were drawn to him.”

Kelly Ann McNeil, a history major, said the loss would forever 
scar her heart. “When things 
didn’t quite work out the way 
you had planned, he was always 
there to encourage you,” she 
said. “Dr. Dixon was so support-
ive and willing to go the extra 
mile for anyone. As a student we 
all loved him for his honesty and 
admired him for his brilliance. 
We all sought him out for his 
scholarly and worldly wisdom.”

History major Jason Kane 
wrote, “Dr. Dixon was such an amazing teacher, and it was 
because of him that I finished my master’s thesis at SRU.”

Student Sarah Clark Hendess said she admired Dixon’s honesty 
and humor. “Dr. Dixon was the only professor who could get me 
up for an 8:30 a.m. class. He was also the only person to ever steal a 
cookie from me and live to tell the tale. That is saying even more.”

Settlemire, an ordained minister who taught Dixon as an 
undergraduate and graduate student and also married Dixon and 
his wife Amy, recalled his memorable sense of humor. She said 
Dixon once took over one of her classes.

“He was an A student but could be incorrigible,” she said with 
a laugh. “I remember a night class that he dismissed without my 
knowledge. He wrote on the blackboard, ‘Dr. Settlemire’s class is 
canceled.’ I was walking down the hall, and I saw all the students 
making a beeline for the back door. Dixon confessed and pro-
vided a rationale. “He said, ‘I did it for you; you needed a rest.’ 
I said I couldn’t be angry with a student with both a clever and 
ingratiating answer like that,” Settlemire said.

Rotge, who taught history at SRU from 1978-2007, said Dixon 
was a scholar, colleague and friend who understood the greater 
mission of history education.

“We can learn from the past. Humanity, in many ways, doesn’t 
change over time. Only externals change,” Rotge said. “Learning 
from the past gives us some idea of where we have been and gives 
us a sense of where we are going, so we don’t live in a vacuum.”

Rotge said Dixon, while funny and enjoying an easy rapport 
with students, was also demanding, especially with term papers. 
He was a stickler for proper grammar and syntax and would not 
pass a paper until the student revised the work to his satisfaction.

“When he read a thesis, he read it,” Rotge said. “It if wasn’t 
stylistically correct, or if it wasn’t historically correct, Dave would 

catch it and tell the student to make it right. David could show 
them why it was wrong.”

Dixon, who is survived by his wife and daughter Heather, 
served as curator of SRU’s Old Stone House, a 19th century inn 
and tavern that has been restored and furnished with period fur-
niture, and was active in Civil War re-enactments as well. 

Contributions to the Dixon scholarship should be made 
payable to the Slippery Rock University Foundation.  Indicate 
on the check that your donation honors Dixon. Mail your 
check to: The David D. Dixon Memorial Scholarship, SRU 
Foundation , 1 Morrow Way, Slippery Rock, Pa., 16057.  
Or call 724.738.2004.

“ Dr. Dixon was so supportive and willing to 
go the extra mile for anyone. As a student 
we all loved him for his honesty and admired 
him for his brilliance. We all sought him out 
for his scholarly and worldly wisdom.”-- Kelly Ann McNeil, history major

David Dixon (1955-2008).

David Dixon served as curator of SRU’s Old Stone House. 
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Row 1 left to right: Sarah Fisher Davis, Ruth Boots Stuck, John Marsden, Ed 
Rak, Ray Keffer, Gail Kennedy Keffer, Robert Stewart, Larry Campbell, Bill Pearce, 
Marguerite Lehett Mershimer
Row 2 left to right: Jean Gruzosky Sabovik, Mary Ellen Guthrie Patterson, Nancy 
Double Bolt, Patricia Yates, Phyllis Hansen Carr, Jan Miller Arnold, Marie Wheaton, 
Mary Ataliotis Keriotis, Mary Erlain VanHorn, Suzanne Chesney Shaffer, Anita 
Palmer Saunders Filer, Nancy Oehling Schlichter, Jo Ellen Heasley Mautino,
Row 3 left to right: Louise Dickson Kline, Mollie Allshouse Kooser, Sally Jackson 
Lennox, Jean Ann Flynn Bradley, Barbara Wiley Henicheck, Paula Grubbs, Patricia 
Canady Wagoner, Eleanor Cousins Dunn, Joan Cooper Giltinan
Row 4 left to right: President Smith, Nancy Humes Hannigan, Bill Lennox, Kaye 
Iseman Houk, Ruth Knapp McKean, Sylvia Wygonik Sproat, Robert Schlichter

Endless chatter about teach-
ers, residence hall curfews, dress 
codes and a guy named “Corky” 
proved one thing: The Class of 
’59 can reconnect as if they’ve 
never been apart. Agile, upbeat 
and pleased with how their 
alma mater has grown, the class 
recently reunited for a mixer, 
meals and campus tour. 

“It was wonderful,” said 
Gail Kennedy Keffer. “It was 
like we were that age again. 
The camaraderie between us 
was great. We really haven’t 

changed. We could still see each oth-
er’s personalities that we knew when we were students.”

The program included a morning stretch, breakfast, tour, 
reunion photo and luncheon.

Keffer said participants talked a lot about how much student 
life has changed since the 1950s. She lived in North Hall, which 
adhered to an 8:15 p.m. curfew on weekdays unless your grades 
were high enough to qualify for a “bedtime” of 10:30 p.m. 

“These sign-in times were called privileges, and we didn’t want 
to lose privileges,” Keffer said.  

Most of the men lived in South Hall, which no longer exists. 
Women wore stockings and dresses to dinner. Men wore shirts 
and ties.

Keffer recalled a  “rule enforcer” in North Hall who kicked 
her out of the shower at 11 p.m. “Gummy patrolled the halls, 

‘We still know each other’ 
and she told me to get out of the shower. Lights out was  
10:30 p.m.,” Keffer said with a laugh. “At the reunion, we 
talked about what would happen today if you told a girl she had 
to be in at 8:15 p.m. We had more security, and there is free-
dom within the law. In a way, maybe it was a happier time.”

Ray Keffer, her husband, whom everyone called Corky, said the 
dress standards served a purpose. “The reason behind it was to get 
you in the mind to be a professional educator,” he said. “This was 
considered part of the training.”

Ray Keffer, who met his future wife at Slippery Rock, worked 
as the manager of the football team and campus patrol guard at 
night. Gail said she worked her way through college by setting 
tables in the dining hall and logging many hours as a secretary for 
the social studies department.

The historic, upper end of campus constituted the whole insti-
tution 50 years ago. Morrow Field House was under construc-
tion. The returning students like the transformation.

“We readily identified with Vincent Science Hall, Swope Music 
Building, Weisenfluh Dining Hall, Harner Hall, as they, like other 
buildings, were named for our professors from ’59,” Gail said. 

“We’re happy to see the growth,” Ray 
Keffer said. “The best thing about Slippery 
Rock after all these years is the quality of 
the education is there. One change that 
stands out for me is Bailey Library. The 
library was in Maltby Center in our day.” 

Ed Rak, who said he enjoyed the 
reunion, recalled buying a biology text-
book for $6, paying $600 a year for 
tuition and attending 10-cent dances. He 
said there was an unwritten custom on 
campus in those days for saying hi to any 
student you didn’t know, and he recalled 
hunting near campus and having the din-
ing hall staff freeze the meat.

“I have very fond memories of Slippery 
Rock,” Rak said. “Down where the new 

campus is, by the new residence halls, 
there used to be a big pond. I used to ice 
skate there and you could see the stars out 
at night. It was very romantic.” 

Sally Lennox, who served as SRU 
alumni association director from 1983-
1999, said some graduates were surprised 
to see the extension beyond Weisenfluh 
Dining Hall. “For some people, it was 
really a shock to see what the campus 
looks like. Some of them haven’t stepped 
on campus in 50 years,” she said.

During her student days, Lennox recalled 
“The Hut” as the social base of campus. 

“The Hut is now the Art Building,” she 
said. “It was named for Martha Gault who 
taught art while we were there. Student 
life centered around the grill. We would 
go in for a cup of coffee and to listen to 
the jukebox. Every Friday and Saturday 
night, there was a dance at The Hut, 
because there wasn’t anything else to do 
and we weren’t allowed out very late.”

Ed Rak…recalled buying a 
biology textbook for $6, paying 
$600 a year for tuition and 
attending 10-cent dances.

Ramona Nelson, professor emerita of nursing, Slippery 
Rock University; president, Ramona Nelson Consulting 

Glenn Nelson, associate professor emeritus of adminis-
trative and policy studies, University of Pittsburgh 
Home: Allison Park, Pa., with a second home in Roaming Shores, Ohio.

Profession:  My areas of interest include the use of automata in health care and 
education.  I retired from the nursing department at Slippery Rock 
University in the summer of 2008. That same summer, I started 
to receive calls from colleagues across the country asking for help 
with different projects related to their areas of interest. Today, I 
have my own consulting business focused on the development of 
informatics courses and programs as well as distance education. For 
more than 35 years, Glenn taught higher education administration 
courses at the University of Pittsburgh to graduate students prepar-
ing for positions in higher education. Today, he is using his knowl-
edge and skills to support the work of the Crisis Center North.

Hobbies:  The closest thing we have to a hobby is our second home. The 
house is located on a lake where we enjoy boating, a little fishing, 
and most of all entertaining friends and family.

Great While serving as a member of the nursing faculty at SRU, I was
Accomplishment:  inducted as a Fellow into the American Academy of Nursing. 

AAN’s 1,500 members - known as Fellows - are nursing’s most accom-
plished leaders in education, management, practice and research.

Why We Give:  The decision to endow a scholarship at SRU was driven by the loss 
of a child and the realization that his name – his memory could be 
remembered by meeting an important community need. The Kurt 
Martin Nelson Scholarship was established to support SRU nurs-
ing students obtaining a bachelor’s degree in nursing. We encour-
age others to think about preserving the memory of loved ones 
by helping to meet the needs of today’s students. The RN-BSN 
program at SRU is a high-quality program providing a major ser-
vice to this community.  However, each term motivated quality 
students withdraw from the program for financial reasons. At least 
97 percent of the students are employed, but they are adults with 
homes, families and a number of financial obligations. There are 
few scholarships for adult students with these types of obligations.

 

Ed Rak Gail Keffer
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CLASS NOtEsALUmnI AssOCIAtION REPORtEditorial Information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply contact us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1-800-GET-ROCK 
or fax us at 724.738.4784. It is our policy not to publish engagements or pregnancies; however, we publish marriages and births.

(M) - Denotes master’s degree, (F) - Denotes faculty member, (FR) - Denotes friend of the University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes

Weddings

CLASS NOtEs

Births and Adoptions

1950s
Jim Schoen, ’51, and Horace Mann, 
’50, had lunch recently to catch up on 
news and recall some fond memories. 
Schoen and Mann “have lived in 
Maryland a few miles apart since 1951 
but rarely get together.” Schoen has 
been retired from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture for more than 10 years.

Susy Lyons, ’57, and William F. Maxey 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary Sept. 5, 2009.

Dolly Yaskowitz, ’57, and Robert Knee 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary June 20, 2009.

1960s
John Hicks, ’62, a member of the 
Slippery Rock University Council of 
Trustees and professor emeritus of 
elementary education and early childhood 
at SRU, was inducted into the Plum High 
School Sports Hall of Fame Nov. 12, 2009, 
at the Edgewood Country Club in Plum.

Joe Gallian, ’66, professor in the 
department of mathematics and sta-
tistics at the University of Minnesota 
Duluth, recently received the 2009-2010 
Chancellor’s Award for Distinguished 
Research. Faculty members who receive 
this award are honored for their excel-
lence in research, scholarly contribu-
tions to their field and for their dedica-
tion to student research in education.

1970s
Daniel Toomey, ’72, was inducted 
into the Allen-Rogowicz Chapter of  
the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 
Oct. 18, 2009.

Rebecca Raybuck, ’73, is vice presi-
dent of Global Fabrications in DuBois. 
Global Fabrications is authorized by 
the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers to fabricate and repair pres-
sure vessels, tanks, process piping, shop 
fabrication, hand railings, mobile cookers 
and other products.

Leanora Kiefer, ’77, relocated from 
Austin, Tex., to Baltimore, Md., and 
plans to retire to western Pennsylvania 
in about 10 years.

Larry Reed, ’78, president emeritus 
of the Mackinac Center for Public 
Policy, was inducted into the Junior 
Achievement Business Hall of Fame in 
Midland, Mich. The hall of fame recog-
nizes outstanding business leaders who 
have demonstrated excellence in busi-
ness and community service.

Carol Stein, ’78, helped lead the 
General Electric Track and Field team 
to its 13th championship win in San 

Diego, Calif. at the United States Athletic 
Association Competition. Stein says she 
is “still thrilled to be competing in my 50s 
after my love for the sport that I have from 
SRU in the early 1970s with coach Lennox.

Lynn Kachmarik, ’79, ’80 (M), has 
been named vice president and general 
manager of the South Bend [Ind.] Silver 
Hawks, a minor league baseball team 
owned by Major League Baseball’s 
Arizona Diamondbacks. She joined the 
Silver Hawks from the South Bend/
Mishawaka Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. She served as director of athlet-
ics and recreation at St. Mary’s College 
from 1999-2008 and coached men’s 
and women’s water polo at Bucknell 
University prior to joining St. Mary’s.

1980s
Sharon 
Pustilnik 
Higgins, 
’80, and 
Laura 
Rennert 
Fogarty, 
’80, demon-
strated their 
Rock Pride 
while on vacation in Jamaica.

Kristian Macoskey, ’81, is a principal 
at Civil and Environmental Consultants, 
a multi-media regulatory compliance and 
permitting company.

Carl Hohmann, ’82, retired from teach-
ing biology and horticulture at Oil City 
High School after 31 years. 

Stacey Gunning, ’89, is the marketing 
communications manager at Entech 
Engineering, Inc. Stacey received her 
master of business administration from 
the University of Phoenix in 2009.

1990s
Scott Spinucci, ’91, uncovered 
America’s oldest official park on record 
along the banks of the Susquehanna River 
in Wilkes-Barre while researching the 
park for a 30-minute, television documen-
tary film he’s directing and producing. The 
documentary, aptly titled: “River Common: 
America’s First Park,” was begun in late 
October of 2006 and is nearing comple-
tion. Spinucci was born, raised and is a 
resident of Wilkes Barre. He is president 
of AppleCart Films and Integrated Media 
Services, which were founded in 2007. 
He also received his master’s degree from 
Marywood University.

Nicola Henry-Taylor, ’93, staff 
attorney and lateral conflicts analyst at 
K&L Gates in Pittsburgh. She received 
her Juris Doctorate from Duquesne 
University in 1996.

Scott Myers, ’95, is the associate 
director of admissions at Susquehanna 
University in Selinsgrove.

Jessica Dudak, ’96, is a program 
manager for information technology at 
Merck. Dudak received her MBA from 
Wilkes University in 2006.

Patrick Dworakowski, ’97, Navy 
veteran and school superintendent, 
has been named associate director for 
education for the U.S. Department of 
Defense. He is third in command for 
schools that educate children at U.S. 
military bases worldwide.

Thomas Donohue, ’99, is a 
licensed professional geologist for 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection – Oil and  
Gas Management Program.

Matthew J. Lautman, Esq., ’99, is an 
attorney with the law firm of Houston 
Harbaugh in Pittsburgh.

SRU AlUmni ASSociAtion 
boARd membeRS: 

Executive Committee
•  Bonnie McElhaney Lukasic, 

’63, President
•  Richard Manning, ’75,  

Immediate Past President
•  Patrick Mooney, ’61, 

President-elect
•  Kimberly Hudak Jones, ’96, 

Treasurer
•  Christin Cunningham Miller, 

’96, Secretary

Expires 2010
Lisa McCullough Holmes, ’88
Kenneth Hanby, ’63
Daniel Parr, ’75
Marcie Popek, ’96
Bruno Raso, ’61

Expires 2011
Don Huddart, ’87
Chris Hunter, ’94
Thomas Perry, ’02
Linda Gordon Williamson, ’73
Lynette Crago Beattie, ’03

Expires 2012
Jason Wagner, ’93
Lorraine Troiano Barron, ’57
Sue Whelpley Greaves, ’80
Walt Patterson, ’91
David Haddad, ’88
  Past Presidents’  
  Representative
Ben Addison, ’87

Honorary Board  
Member
Sam Zyroll, ’78

Ex-Officio
Robert Smith, President
Michael Saraka, ’89 (M),  
     Alumni Director
Andrew Bolla,  
     Student Ambassador 
Representative

1990s
Sarah 
McKnight, 
’98, ’07 
(M), mar-
ried Joshua 
Riggenbach 
June 12, 
2009, in the 
Outer Banks 
of North 
Carolina. 
Sarah 
teaches fifth 
grade at Emily Brittain Elementary in the 
Butler Area School District in Butler.

2000s
Crystal 
Rush, ’04, 
’06 (M), 
and Charles 
Bannon 
were mar-
ried July 
24, 2009, in 
New Castle. 
The couple 
resides in 
Canfield, 
Ohio. Rush 
is an academic adviser in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences at 
Youngstown State University.

Melissa Panutsos, ’05, and William 
Eckler, ’05, were married May 23, 

2009, in Ambridge. 
Melissa says “Bill 
took me up to SRU 
in 2008 for the 
first time since we 
graduated, and he 
proposed under a 
cherry blossom tree, 
after a nice lunch at 
Bob’s Sub.” The couple recently bought 
a home in Chippewa.

Jessica Brown, ’06, and Nickolas 
Suntheimer, ’07, were married 
June 20, 2009, in 
New Castle. The 
couple resides in 
Punxsutawney 
where Jessica is 
employed as a high 
school choral direc-
tor and Nickolas 
is employed as a 
Rite-Aid Pharmacy 
Technician.

Ashley Butler, ’08, and Michael 
Helmstaedter were married in Punta 
Cana, Dominican Republic, in a private 
beach ceremony on Oct. 10, 2009. The 
couple lives in Butler.

Tara Davis, ’01, and Tanya Colucci, 
’00, were married Oct. 18, 2008 in 
St. Peter Beach, Fla. The couple resides 
in Washington, D.C. Tara is the north-
west regional director for Corporate 
Fitness Works, and Tayna is the 
president and co-founder of the Infinity 
Wellness Foundation.

1990s
Charlotte Harrison Giovannelli, 
’92, and Anthony Giovannelli, ’95, 
announce the birth of their daughter, Ava 
Bryn, Feb. 16, 2009.

Brian Hudec, ’94, and wife, Jessica, 
announce the birth of twins, Madelyn 
Claire and Nolan Michael, March 14, 2009.

Katrina Eastman Steele, ’96, and 
husband, Jeremy, announce the birth of 
their fifth child, Benjamin Forrest, Sept. 
15, 2009.

Lee Anne 
Beiber-
Davison, ’97, 
’00 (M), and 
husband, Tim, 
announce the 
birth of their son, 
Jack Gordon, 
Nov. 2, 2009.

2000s
Amanda Ruha Sarver, ’02, and 
husband, Burt, announce the birth 
of their second child, Chase Burton, 
May 12, 2009. He joins older sister 
Paige Lynn. The family resides in 
Mooresville, N.C.

Anne Supancik 
McConnell, ’03, 
and husband, John, 
announce the birth 
of their twin sons, 
John Mark and 
Luke Francis, May 
31, 2008.

2000s
Juliette Jones, ’00, and Michelle 
Czolba,’ 09, both sustainable systems 
graduates, formed a license agreement 
with the city of Pittsburgh’s Urban 
Redevelopment Authority, to convert four 
empty lots into a “food forest” of trees, 
herbs and fruit-bearing shrubs. The two 
SRU graduates were featured in an issue 
of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Dyanna Haley-Rezac, ’01 (DPT), 
opened a private practice with her hus-
band in Colorado Springs, CO. The facil-
ity is called Rezac & Associates Physical 
Therapy – www.rezacpt.com.

Kelly Dunkowski, ’04, is the opera-
tions manager at the Mayo Clinic in 
Pittsburgh. She received her master of 
health administration degree in health 
management and policy from The Ohio 
State University in 2006.

Bobbie Jo Belus, ’07 (M), is the assis-
tant director of development for athlet-
ics at Duquesne University. 

NKT Fall Classic  
Golf Scramble
•  Sept. 17, 2010, Noon 

Shotgun Start
•  Grove City Country Club
•  Grove City, PA
•  Cost: $140 per golfer
•  http://rockalumnicafe.com/

NKT10

In MemoryIn Memory
Ida Pika Wormington ‘26
Kathleen Waugaman Thom ‘28
Ruth Horovitz Pilzer ‘29
Mildred Battley Schick ‘29
Hazel Scott Majors ‘30
Leanna Duncan Simpson ‘31
Annabelle Miller Small ‘31
Gladys Brest Ferree ‘32
Roseline Holly  Ralston ‘33
Charlotte Whiting Wallace ‘34
Sara Frazier ‘35
John Williams ‘35
Catherine Smith Ashbaugh ‘42
Anthony Forte ‘42
Garnetta Cameron Shoaf ‘43
Luella Jones ‘44
John Flora ‘47
James Hovis ‘47
John Cassidy ‘48
Bernard Garhart, Sr. ‘48 
Theresa Bonita Lindway ‘49
Louis Zoerb ‘49
Robert Slack ’50
Rudolph DeSantis ‘51
Joan Armstrong McClearn ‘53
Marie Hayes ‘54
Joan Lloyd Lee ‘54
Virginia Nicholas Glass ‘59
Clarence Myers ‘59
Sydney Dentzel Shellhammer ‘59

Ian Smith ‘59
Christina Gallucci Cencia ‘60
Robert Girty ‘60
Edward Eisenhauer ‘61
William Nice ‘61
Chester Allen ‘62
Nancy Kemsey ‘63
Carl Bahneman ‘64
Todd Greaves ‘64
Gloria Ionta ‘64
Judith Berkowitz Nystrom ‘67
Hal Brown ‘68
Terri Wise Capaz ‘71
James Cristillo ‘71
John Bogosto ‘72
Robert Corcoran ‘72
William Florijan ‘72
Nancy Oates ‘75
Cathleen Calvert Wagner ‘76
John McGorry ‘79
Jonathan Wells ‘81
Margaret Tice ‘83
John Lundahl ‘85
Ruth Watson Petsinger ‘87
Carl Agostinelli ‘89
James Dipadova ‘89
Walter Swartz ‘96
Gregory Morgan ‘98
Douglas Stitt ‘98
Kevin Bleech ‘01

15th  ANNUAL
WOMEN’S ATHLET ICS

Women’s Athletics 
Golf Outing
•  June 18, 2010, Noon  

Shotgun Start
•  Pine Grove Golf Course
•  Grove City, PA
•  Before June 1: $85 per golfer
•  After June 1: $100 per golfer
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As the public address announcer informed the crowd at the NCAA men’s 
soccer tournament that Slippery Rock University Hall of Famer Jim Egli was 
in attendance, people stood and began to applaud. Before his lengthy list of 
accomplishments could be read, Egli was receiving a full-on standing ova-
tion. Parents, fans and alumni in the stands, and the players and coaches on 
the field, understand what this man means to the University and to the soc-
cer program. A standing ovation was a subtle way of saying thank you Jim 
for putting Slippery Rock University soccer on the map. 

Egli came to Slippery Rock as the head coach during the 1956 season, 
and then he embarked on a 31-year Hall of Fame career that included 
groundbreaking records and championships. Over three decades, Egli com-
piled a school record 250 wins, finishing his career with an overall record of 
250-143-38 and a winning percentage of .639. He led the team to a winning 
record in 22 of his 31 years at the helm of the program. 

“He was responsible for putting Slippery Rock soccer on the map,” 
said current head coach Matt Thompson. “The program was always well 
respected in the state, but his teams of the 1970s took the program to a 
new level and earned SRU regional and national recognition.”

Egli led his team to four consecutive Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference Championship games from 1973-76. The most memorable sea-
son in his tenure, and perhaps the most memorable season in the program’s 
history, came in 1974. The 1974 team established a school record for single-
season wins, finishing the year with an overall record of 17-1-1. That team 
also claimed the program’s fourth PSAC title and first of the modern era. 

glory RetuRn to 

It’s not often you will see a standing ovation before a sporting event. Moments like that are 
reserved for recognition of greatness, or the presence of a legendary figure in the team’s  
history, as was the case on a mid-November Sunday at Slippery Rock University. 

The 1974 and 1976 teams each finished second in the NAIA Area Six District 
Championships, and the 1987 team claimed the ECAC Championship.

From 1973-78, Egli compiled 75 wins, the most of any six-year stretch in 
the program’s history. The fewest wins recorded by a Rock team over that 
six-year stretch was nine, when the team went 9-3-2 in 1977.

Egli stepped down in 1986 and the program struggled to return to the 
glory he had overseen for 31 years. Flashes of success dotted the seasons 
from 1987-2004, but the team failed to reach the PSAC Championship game 
or post consecutive winning seasons like it had under Egli. From 1987-2004, 
The Rock managed just four winning seasons. 

Thompson took over the reigns for the program in 2002, bringing with him 
a background as a standout player for The Rock, having graduated in 1998 
after posting the 10th-best point totals in the program’s history. 

Thompson struggled out of the gate, posting an 8-12-0 record in his first 
season and a difficult 3-15-2 campaign in 2003.

“We had a lot of the pieces in place when I got here,” Thompson said. 
“But it really took us those two years to get everyone on the same page and 
working together within the new system.”

After struggling in Thompson’s first two seasons, Slippery Rock University 
responded in 2004, winning 11 games to provide the program with its highest 
single-season win total since Egli’s 1982 team finished with 11 wins. 

“2004 really launched us back to where we are now,” Thompson said. 
“It had been over 20 years since we could say Slippery Rock won 11 games 
in a season, but missing out on a PSAC title that year really fueled the 

team to come back even more determined the 
next season.”

In 2005, Thompson led the team to a 12-8-2 
record, its first PSAC Championship since Egli’s 
1974 squad, and its first berth in the NCAA 
Division II Tournament. 

“I remember talking to coach Egli throughout 
that season,” recalled Thompson. “He would 
come to a lot of our games when he was living 
in Slippery Rock and he would tell stories of his 
players and the teams of the past. It was special 
for me to be able to share the new milestones of 
the program with him.”

The program’s success during the 2005 sea-
son carried over to 11 wins in 2006, nine wins 
in 2007 and 14 wins in 2008, marking the most 
wins in a single-season since Egli’s 1975 team 
finished with 14 wins. It was the second-most 
wins in a single-season in school history and 
The Rock earned its second berth in the NCAA 
Tournament. Thompson led the team to an open-
ing round win over East Stroudsburg to advance 
to the NCAA Round of 16, the deepest postsea-
son run in program history. 

Little did he know that the 2008 season would 
be a setup for an even more impressive perfor-
mance during the 2009 season. 

“We have had an excellent recruiting class the 
last few years and I thought that set us up to have 

the chance at a pretty special year this year,” said 
Thompson. “But there is no way, not in my wildest 
dreams, did I think we would make a run at coach 
Egli’s record of 17 wins in a season.”

Nov. 8, 2009, with the team sitting at 16 wins 
and heading into the PSAC Championship game 
against Millersville, the top-ranked team in the 
nation, Thompson was faced with the opportu-
nity to tie the school record. In front of a record 
crowd of more than 1,200 people at N. Kerr 
Thompson Stadium, Slippery Rock University 
shocked the top-ranked Marauders to win the 
PSAC Championship and tie the school record 
with its 17th win of the season. 

“Winning the PSAC Championship game and 
being able to say we beat the top-ranked team in 
the country was huge for our program,” Thompson 
said. “That was the first time we have ever beaten 
the No. 1 team in the nation.”

The win earned Slippery Rock the opportunity 
to host the opening two rounds of the NCAA 
Tournament, where after a magical three-goal 
performance from team captain and first team 
All-American Jeremy Deighton, SRU broke the 
school record with its 18th win of the season, 
defeating Mercyhurst 3-2 in double overtime.

“It really didn’t set in until after the season 
that we had set the record for single-season 
wins,” recalled Thompson. “We just turned our 
focus to the second round game. I knew a lot of 
the alumni were going to be there, but I didn’t 
know coach Egli was going to be in attendance.”

Robert Watson, former vice president for stu-
dent life at Slippery Rock, traveled to Ohio to pick 
Egli up at his nursing home near Canfield. Watson, 

“ He was responsible for putting 
Slippery Rock soccer on the 
map. The program was always 
well respected in the state, 
but his teams of the 1970s took 
the program to a new level 
and earned SRU regional and 
national recognition.”

– Matt Thompson, current head coach

Jim Egli
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who still resides in Slippery Rock and is still active with the University and in the 
community, brought Egli to the stadium Sunday, where former players and friends 
of the program, including Thompson, greeted him on the track before the game.

“He came up to me personally and wished us luck and congratulated us on 
how far we had come,” Thompson said. “It was very special to me and to the 
team to have him in attendance that day. I wish we could have won the game 
for him, but it was still a special moment for our program. Slippery Rock 
University and this program hold him very dear to our hearts.”

Charleston emerged from the second round game with a one-goal victory 
over Slippery Rock University, ending the historic season with a final record 
of 18-4-1 and matching the deepest postseason run for the program.

“After the game, our seniors and our captains personally introduced 
themselves to coach Egli,” Thompson said. “I didn’t ask them to do that. They 
played nearly every game of their careers on a field named after him, and 

“ Winning the PSAC Championship 
game and being able to say we 
beat the top-ranked team in 
the country was huge for our 
program…”
– Matt Thompson, current head coach

they understand how important he was to this program.”
Over the past six seasons, from 2004-09, Thompson’s team have 

recorded 75 wins, matching Egli’s 1973-78 teams for the most productive 
six-season stretch in school history. 

“To be associated with coach Egli and his past successes means a lot to me 
and to the players,” Thompson added. “It’s an honor to have my name in the 
record books next to his. We’ve had a great run here over the last six years. I 
just hope we can continue to build on our success, like he did in his tenure.”

Egli resides in a nursing home near Canfield, Ohio, a move he made from 
Slippery Rock in order to be close to his son. The NCAA Tournament game 
was the only game of the 2009 season Egli was able to make, which is a 
credit to Watson and Slippery Rock University graduate Pat O’Hare, who 
drove Egli back to Ohio on that Sunday evening before flying back to his 
home in Florida.

Alumni, friends sought to support athletic teams
Alumni and friends of Slippery Rock University athletics can assist their 

favorite teams’ recruiting and scholarship efforts through a pair of programs 
recently undertaken collaboratively by the University Advancement and 
athletic departments. 

Under the direction of Athletic Development Officer Bill Richter, the 
University began fund-raising initiatives designed to allow donors to focus 
support on their favorite Rock athletic teams. 

Among the initiatives established are the Jim Egli Soccer Scholarship 
that recognizes the former Rock mentor; the McFarland Memorial 
Scholarship Endowment named in honor of the late James P. “Gym” 
McFarland, who served as The Rock’s men’s and women’s tennis coach;  and 
the Laurie Lokash Volleyball Scholarship named in honor of the 26-year Rock 
volleyball head coach. 

Other initiatives designed to assist women’s sports programs include 
funds named in honor of current Rock head coaches Stacey Hart (field 
hockey), Laurel Heilman (basketball), Noreen Herlihy (soccer), Emily Hopkins 
(lacrosse) and Vashion Johnson (softball). 

A fund has also been established in honor of longtime Rock women’s and 
men’s cross country/track and field head coach John Papa. 

On the men’s side of the ledger, initiatives include Messer’s Milestone 
Baseball Scholarship in honor of 25-year Rock head coach Jeff Messer, 
Mihalik’s Mission Scholarship named in honor of 22-year head football 
coach George Mihalik and Kevin’s Krusade Basketball Scholarship named in 
honor of second-year Rock head coach Kevin Reynolds. 

“Each initiative has been established to honor past or present Rock 
head coaches for their dedication to Rock athletics and to assist them with 
their recruitment of high quality student-athletes,” Richter explained. “We 
wanted to create an avenue by which our alumni and fans can directly 
impact the future of their favorite Rock sport.” 

Donations to the various initiatives, as well as the Rock Athletic Club 
(formerly the NKT Scholarship Fund), are earmarked for use by that particu-
lar athletic program, Richter pointed out. Donations to the general athletic 
scholarship fund can also be made. Those funds are disbursed equitably 
among all 17 intercollegiate varsity sports programs. 

In conjunction with the initiatives, the Advancement Office began a 
series of appreciation nights during the 2009-10 women’s and men’s bas-
ketball seasons to spotlight past Rock student-athletes. Among the former 
women’s basketball players honored were Kory Fielitz Rorabaugh, the pro-
gram’s all-time leading rebounder and second leading scorer; Jodi Gault and 
Jan Kasnevich, who also served as a Rock assistant basketball coach prior 
to her retirement.

Men’s basketball student-athletes honored included all-time leading 
scorer Myron Brown, No. 3 all-time leading scorer and SRU Athletic Hall of 
Famer Troy Mild and No. 4 all-time scorer Bill Rausch. 

In addition, the 1972-73 Rock men’s basketball team was honored at a 
home game. The ’72-73 team coached by Mel Hankinson advanced to the 
NAIA national tournament, is the only Rock men’s team to compete on that 
elite level, and one of three Rock teams to finish a season with a school-
record 23 victories. 

“Oftentimes, past successes get lost in the shuffle as years pass,” 
Richter said. “We wanted to connect the past successes of our women’s and 
men’s basketball programs to our current students and fans and we felt the 
best way to do so was by spotlighting them at various home events.” 

Richter plans to continue the process of spotlighting former athletic 
standouts at home spring and fall events. 

For further information on the initiatives or appreciation nights, contact 
Richter at william.richter@sru.edu or 724.738.2387.
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GARDEN
Gala in the

The Slippery Rock University Foundation Inc.  
requests the honor of your presence at

THE PRESIDENT’S 
SCHOLARSHIP GALA

benefiting student scholarships 
May 15, 2010
6:30 – 11 p.m.

Slippery Rock University, North Hall

The President’s Scholarship Gala  
“Gala in the Garden” will feature 
savory hors d’oeuvres, wine, 
beer, specialty drinks, a sparkling 
“bubble bar,” dinner, entertain-
ment, dancing and an art auc-
tion. Preview art pieces  
at sru.edu/Gala2010.

menu items include:

New York State of Mind
Trendy Appetizers: 

Cosmopolitan Duck, Thai Shrimp, 
Bruschetta, Stuffed Cabbage
Champagne “Bubble Bar”

Chocolate Delights

Northern Exposure
Alaskan Crab Station:  

Snow, King, Dungeness
Assortment of Salmon:  

Smoked, Poached, Cured,  
Baked, Grilled

Baked Flamed Alaska
“Eskimo Pie” Beverages

Wine and Beer Bar

Southern Hospitality
Pork Tenderloin  

with Green Peppercorn Sauce
Collard Greens in a Biscuit Bowl

Hoppin’ John Cakes
Shoo Fly Pie

Sweet Tea Station

Southwest Fiesta
Enchilada station  

(meat or vegetarian)
Fajitas (with or without steak)
New Mexico Ravioli Station

Dulce de Leche Rice Puddings
Strawberry Shortcake
Margarita Cocktails

Dress is black or green  
tie optional. 

RSVP by April 23, 2010.  
$100 per guest. 

For more information about  
reserving a spot at the gala,  

call the Office of Advancement  
at 724.738.2004.
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Friday, Oct. 22
5 p.m.  Distinguished Alumni Awards Cocktail Hour, 

Russell Wright Alumni House and Conference Center

6 p.m.  Distinguished Alumni Awards Banquet, Russell 
Wright Alumni House and Conference Center

  • Join us as we welcome five new honorees to the  
2010 Distinguished Alumni Awards

9 p.m.  Student-Alumni Bonfire, Ski Lodge 

Saturday, Oct. 3
9 a.m.   Coffee, Tea and Hot Chocolate at the Alumni House 

10 a.m.   Homecoming Parade, Downtown (Alumni are encouraged to march in the 
parade based on decade)

11:30 p.m.   Annual Pre-Game Alumni Tailgate Tent (Sponsored by Liberty Mutual 
Insurance), Across from N. Kerr Thompson Stadium

  • Food, refreshments and tent sponsored by Liberty Mutual Insurance and 
beer provided by North Country Brewing Company

2 p.m.  SRU vs. Lock Haven University, N. Kerr Thompson Stadium

4:30 p.m.  Post-Game Alumni Tent (Alumni can pre-register their group or organization 
to meet after the game. Contact the alumni office at 1-800-GET-ROCK for 
assistance planning your reunion) 

For more information and updates about homecoming,  
please go to http://rockalumnicafe.com/HC10.

HOMECOMING20
10WeekendO C T .  2 2  –  2 4 

A Conversation with… 

   Andrew colvin
Q&A Andrew Colvin, assistant professor of philosophy, joined Slippery Rock University in 2005. He teaches courses in 

logic, Asian philosophy, philosophy of religion, world religions, and philosophy of art. Colvin received his doctorate 
with a specialization in classical Chinese philosophy from the University of Hawai’i at Manoa. 

A COnVERSATIOn WItH …

Q: How do Slippery Rock University 
students grow by studying philosophy?

A: Philosophy teaches students to think 
critically, to seek out clarification, to 
demand reasons, to examine assumptions 
and to consider points of view differ-
ent from their own. They develop skill 
in reading, writing, formulating and 
evaluating arguments, understanding and 
evaluating different viewpoints, and mak-
ing sound judgments. From a personal 
perspective, students are able to explore 
the ideas of great thinkers from different 
times and places and to develop their own 
understanding of their place in society 
and the world.

Q: What distinguishes SRU’s philoso-
phy department?

A: We have great students and talented, 
hardworking faculty each with unique areas 
of specialization. Although the current 
faculty members of our department are 
fairly young, we have had a tradition of 
outstanding teachers and scholars – Bernie 
Freydberg, Bill Oman, Ted Kneupper – to 
name our most recent retirees. Our depart-
ment is fairly small, which means we can 
get to know our students and work with 
them at a personal level. 

Q: What type of students major in 
philosophy?

A: I think one of the best things about 
our department is that our students don’t 
fit any one mold. They come from diverse 
backgrounds and experiences and they 
differ widely in terms of their interests, 
aspirations and motivations for studying 
philosophy. Some decide to major in phi-
losophy to help them prepare for things 
like law school, the seminary, or graduate 
school in other disciplines. Others study 
philosophy simply because they are 
excited by its questions and passionate 
about the pursuit of wisdom.

Q: What employment and graduate 
school options are available to philoso-
phy graduates?

A: Anything that requires thinking. 
Statistics show that philosophy major 
students tend to do exceptionally well 
on the LSAT and in law school, and that 
more and more businesses recognize that 
the skills they are looking for in their 
employees – the ability to analyze com-
plex problems, to reason well, to think 
“outside the box” and to communicate 
effectively – are exactly the sorts of skills 
philosophy graduates have. 

Q: Why study religion?

A: Although religion has been and 
remains one of the most powerful cultural 
and institutional forces in human history, 
many people, Americans in particular, 
know very little about the religions of the 
world, or even their own faith. In today’s 
world this ignorance is simply danger-
ous. I would also agree with scholars like 
Huston Smith who argue that although 
many of the cosmologies and social mores 
of the great world religions are outdated, 
they continue to offer intriguing and 
insightful answers to the fundamental 
questions of who we are and how we 
should live.

Q: Which religions do you teach? How 
do you remain neutral on faiths?

A: In the world religions course we 
survey the Middle Eastern traditions of 
Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam, the Indian traditions of Hinduism, 
Jainism, Buddhism and Sikhism, 
the East Asian traditions of Daoism, 
Confucianism, Shinto and Zen as well as 
a few new religious movements like Baha’i 
and Cao Dai. The course is descriptive 
rather than critical – the goal is not to 
decide which if any of these gets it right, 

but rather to acquaint students with the 
historical development, the teachings and 
the practices of other faiths from around 
the world. 

Q: Do SRU students become more open-
minded by studying different faiths?

A: I would say that most do. 

Q: What’s next for Andrew Colvin? What 
are you goals for the next five years?

A: If the Daoists are right, then we can 
never really know what is around the next 
corner, but I consider myself very fortu-
nate to be at a great place like Slippery 
Rock University, and I hope to give back a 
little of what the University and commu-
nity have given me and my family. 
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Kirk Sander, ’03
Washington, D.C.
DAY JOB: I received a presidential appointment to 
NAsA last May. I serve as a special assistant to the 
administrator. I have traveled with the administrator 
to most of the NAsA centers throughout the country. 
I met legendary flight engineer Gene Kranz and 
Apollo 11 astronaut buzz Aldrin and have seen the 
shuttle launch and land. My days are spent working 
to execute the president’s and administrator’s ideas 
for NAsA’s next steps in space.

BACKGROUND: After graduating from slippery Rock 
University with a degree in environmental geosci-
ence, I pursued a master’s degree at the University 
of south Florida in environmental science and 
policy. I studied paleoclimatology in southern Arabia 
and became involved with state politics. Moving 
up in state politics, I was able to work in the state 
headquarters for barack Obama in Florida, when he 
was running for president.

INFLUENCE OF SRU: As my mentor Pat burkhart, 
sRU professor of geography, geology and the 
environment, would say, ‘get on the bus.’ His advice 
has always held true, regardless of whether I was 
deciding between graduate school, joining a cam-
paign or making the transition to the nation’s capital. 
you never are going to go anywhere if the bus has 
left you at the stop. that image is the most tangible 
and has stayed with me since graduation. sRU gave 
me so many opportunities, from playing water polo, 
to being involved in student government, to being a 
community assistant in the residence hall, to being a 
student ambassador. Each of these opportunities, and 
many more, helped to mold and guide me to the posi-
tion I hold today. I continue to be involved with the 
University. I organized an alumni reunion in tampa 
that more than 100 alumni attended. I am a member 
of the sRU Alumni Association and have given to 
athletics, the general scholarship fund and the Green 
and White society ambassador program. I give back 
because I wouldn’t be working for NAsA without the 
education I received from slippery Rock University.


