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Dear Readers:
This issue of The ROCK was produced with a 

heavy heart. Less than two weeks after the winter 
edition reached your home, we were notified that 
2000 graduate Candice Berner, a special education 
teacher in Alaska, had died tragically in an animal 
attack. Candice, profiled in the last magazine, em-
bodied the can-do spirit of The Rock and was living 
her dream. Our deepest sympathy goes out to her 
father Robert Berner, professor emeritus of special 
education, mother, friends and family.

A hallmark of a Slippery Rock University educa-
tion is the personal attention faculty members 
give to the students they teach and mentor. This 
connection is particularly evident in student-faculty 
research projects as faculty ‘coaches’ encourage, 
challenge and give direction to student research-
ers. Undergraduates are doing some phenomenal 
research at SRU. This edition of the magazine 
focuses on students who are helping to create new 
knowledge through innovation and investigation. 

No matter when you attended Slippery Rock, you 
will have memories of the food. Cynics take note: The 
‘mystery meat’ of old is gone. In its place is one of the 
nation’s premier food service operations, with specialty 
cuisine prepared by executive chefs. Bon appétit.

You will also read about an elementary school 
principal who takes the A-B-Chinese approach to 
language studies, and you will meet 94-year-old 
Harry ‘Hats’ Keown, ‘39. Hats played football for the 
legendary coach N. Kerr Thompson.

I appreciate your letters, e-mails and telephone calls 
and look forward to hearing from you. Enjoy The ROCK.

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu

TheROCK
VIEW from the ROCK

Volume 12, Number 2

Council of Trustees: 
Robert S. Taylor, Esq., Chair
Grace O. Hawkins, Vice Chair 
Joshua B. Young, Secretary 
Nicholas DeRosa
John A. Hicks
Eric L. Holmes
Brandon Maharaj
Robert Marcus
Dennis E. Murray
John K. Thornburgh
Suzanne A. Vessella
John Cavanaugh, Ex-officio

President
Robert M. Smith

Cabinet
•  William F. Williams 

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
•  Charles T. Curry 

Vice President for Finance and Administrative Affairs
•  Barbara Ender 

Vice President for University Advancement
•  Constance L. Foley 

Vice President for Student Life
•  Rita Abent 

Executive Director for University Public Relations
•  Tina Moser 

Assistant to the President

Academic Leadership
•  Bruce Russell 

Dean, College of Business, Information and Social Sciences
•  Kathleen Strickland 

Interim Dean, College of Education
•  Susan Hannam 

Dean, College of Health, Environment and Science
•  Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio 

Dean, College of Humanities,  
Fine and Performing Arts

Board of Governors of the Pennsylvania  
State System of Higher Education  
Kenneth M. Jarin, Chair
Aaron Walton, Vice Chair
C.R. “Chuck” Pennoni, Vice Chair
Rep. Matthew E. Baker
John M. Brinjac
Marie Conley Lammando
Donna Cooper
Paul S. Dlugolecki
Thomas E. Gluck
Rep. Michael K. Hanna
Sen. Vincent J. Hughes
Richard Kneedler
Jamie L. Lutz
Jonathan B. Mack
Joseph F. McGinn
Sen. Jeffrey E.Piccola
Gov. Edward G. Rendell
Aaron M. Shenck
Harold C. Shields
Thomas M. Sweitzer
Christine J. Toretti
Mackenzie M. Wrobel

Chancellor, Pennsylvania State System  
of Higher Education
John Cavanaugh

Dear Friends,
I don’t think there is any more emotional moment in my presidency than standing 

before our graduates to confer degrees. For some who have been there, you’ve heard 
my voice break. No matter how many times we have these ceremonies, or how many 
graduates participate, I look at each graduate with an intense feeling of pride in their 
achievements and hope for their future. 

This past academic year I had the privilege of conferring 1,722 degrees. These 
women and men now join you amid the ranks of our alumni family and University 
friends. You can be proud of them. 

Each has helped the University to continue to define and redefine excellence. 
We’ve had a good year in that regard.

The Princeton Review, once again, named Slippery Rock University as one of the 
“Best 218 Colleges and Universities in the Northeast.” And, in their inaugural sus-
tainability guide, The Princeton Review selected SRU as one of the “Top 286 Green 
Colleges” nationally.

SRU was ranked No. 2 on WorldWideLearn’s “Top 20 Rural Colleges and Universities 
in the U.S.” list and 14th nationally on The Daily Beast’s list of “Safest College Campuses.” 

The Chronicle of Higher Education selected SRU as one of only 150 higher education 
institutions to be included among the “Best Place to Work;” G.I. Jobs magazine named 
SRU a “Military Friendly” university, and our therapeutic recreation program was ranked 
12th nationally by the National Council for Therapeutic Recreation Certification. 

Although space doesn’t permit me to list all the individual honors garnered by our 
faculty, staff, students and alumni, I will share three that are representative of the 
accolades. Josh Rizzo, editor-in-chief of The Rocket, was named the 2010 National 
Student Journalist of the Year; Wayne Forbes, assistant professor of biology, was 
awarded a U.S. Patent for his isolation of a compound that kills an often-fatal intes-
tinal parasitic roundworm called “threadworm,” and C. Vivian Stringer, ’70 and ’73, 
was enshrined in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. 

In this issue you’ll read about several undergraduate students that are working with 
faculty on research projects and participants in our Opportunity Knocks program. 
These students are the next wave that will drive the University toward even greater 
accomplishments. Their work, indeed our work, is possible in part because of private 
support from alumni and friends – some of whom attended the President’s Scholarship 
Gala that is featured in this edition.

We had an amazing year. In no small part, it was possible because of the support 
we have received that has allowed these dreams to be created from the Rock experi-
ence. Now, we need more alumni and friends to step forward to help. There are more 
dreams to be made real and aspirations to be reached. I hope you’ll be inspired by the 
stories in this magazine and answer our call.

                 Best wishes, 

                 Robert Smith, president
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你好
The ROCK

The ROCK is published three times annually by the 
Office of University Public Relations for alumni and 
friends of the University.

Send address changes to: 
University Public Relations 
201 Old Main 
1 Morrow Way 
Slippery Rock, PA 16057
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University Public Relations.
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Public Relations.
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University Vision Statement 
Slippery Rock University will excel as a caring community 
of lifelong learners connecting with the world.

Slippery Rock University is a member  
of the Pennsylvania State System  

of Higher Education
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ROCK byteS ROCK byteS

The Princeton Review names SRU to ‘Green Colleges’ list
Slippery Rock University’s commitment to greening  

education and implementation has been recognized by  
The Princeton Review in its “Guide to 286 Green 
Colleges,” – a guidebook cataloging institutional commit-
ment to sustainability.

The guidebook, published in partnership with the U.S. 
Green Building Council, profiles SRU and the nation’s 
other most environmentally responsible campuses. 

SRU has shown greening leadership since its inception 
and is one of the few institutions in Pennsylvania offering 
a master’s degree in sustainability. Undergraduates have 
stepped up in recent years by creating a Green Fund for 

environmental projects and launching a number of campus initiatives to 
raise awareness.

“The Princeton Review inclusion shows that students are asking the right ques-
tions and looking at how green our campus is,” said Langdon Smith, associate 
professor of geography, geology and the environment. “It also validates the work we 
have been doing to become more sustainable.” 

Time for class 
A gift from Robert Smith, Slippery Rock University  

president, and his wife Ramona, will help insure that  
students won’t be late to class. The Smiths donated a  
custom-manufactured street clock to the Residence  
Village. The clock sits in front of Robert J. Watson  
Hall. “We are so dedicated to students,” Smith said  
during the installation and dedication ceremony.  
“We  wanted this clock to be a gift to them and to  
complete the Residence Village community.”

Smith, demonstrating his “hands on” style,  
joined David Regal of facilities and planning  
in completing the final installation. The  
clock, which lights up at night, includes  
the words “time for class.” 

The Rocket captures 11 awards for excellence

SRU celebrates diversity
A new “Diversity and 

Democracy” series this spring 
exposed students and commu-
nity residents to power hitters 
in journalism, education and 
research. Speakers included 
Tony Norman, Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette columnist; 
Sharon Fries-Britt, a national 
educator and researcher; 
and Keith Knight, award-
winning cartoonist of the 
K-Chronicles. 

The series brought campus con-
stituents together, to structure and role 
model the strengths of both campus 
and public capacity to hear and nourish 
different voices and engage in conversa-
tions of respect with underrepresented 
peoples. 

Herb Carlson leads  
sustainability initiatives

Herb Carlson, assistant vice president for 
construction, design and management, has 
been named the senior officer for institu-
tional sustainability initiatives.

“This key leadership position will help the 
University manage the myriad of current 
sustainability initiatives and develop a strate-
gic pathway for SRU to successfully imple-
ment the President’s Climate Commitment 
that we signed last semester. The University 
is very fortunate to have someone as quali-
fied as Herb to lead us in this effort,” said 
Robert Smith, SRU president.

SRU leads statewide  
expansion of broadband 

SRU is serving as a node, or hub, for 
the $130,000+ Pennsylvania Research 
and Education Network. The $130,000+ 
project will bring more than 4,000 miles 
of fiber optic networks statewide allowing 
for affordable, enhanced broadband ser-
vices to a variety of users.

The National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration 
announced Pennsylvania’s $100,000 
grant in federal stimulus funding  
as part of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. The remainder of  
the project’s costs will come from 
matching funds.

The Rocket, Slippery Rock University’s 
student newspaper, has captured 11 
awards for content, feature writing, sports 
layout and photography. The Rocket 
won 10 national awards from the Society 
for Collegiate Journalists and one state 
award from the Pennsylvania Newspaper 
Association. No other Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education institution 
placed in both contests. 

The latest awards – The Rocket has won 
more than 300 since its launch in 1934 – 
come on the heels of Josh Rizzo, former 
editor-in-chief, being named the National 
Student Journalist of the Year for 2010 by 
the SCJ. Rizzo graduated in May.

 

Emergency call boxes  
boost safety

High-tech emergency response boxes 
have been installed in 15 academic build-
ings, giving students a direct line of com-
munication with University Police. Metis 
Secure Solutions, one of the nation’s top 
technology innovators, installed the boxes 
this spring. 

The system uses a wireless mesh  
network and wired Ethernet. When  
activated, the devices come alive with 
flashing multi-colored lights, siren, 
recorded human voice and text display, 
providing an information-rich warning 
to the campus population.

Celebrating the accomplishments of Rock scholars
More than 3,000 students were honored this spring for academic excellence at 

the annual Academic Honors Convocation. Among those recognized were 2,650 
dean’s list students, 60 Presidential Scholar honorees, 520 academic scholarship 
recipients, 130 scholar athletes and 17 community service-learning volunteers. 

Benjamin Baker, a 2010 graduate from Phillipsburg, served as speaker. The 
geology and environmental studies graduate has been on the dean’s list since 
enrolling at SRU in 2006 and maintained a perfect 4.0 grade-point average. 

 Seth Sykora-Bodie, a May political science graduate, was honored at convoca-
tion as SRU’s nominee for the Syed R. Ali-Zaidi Award for Academic Excellence. 
Richard Marchand, associ-
ate professor of mathemat-
ics, received the President’s 
Award for Excellence in 
Teaching; Elliot Baker,  
executive director of  
academic records, received 
the President’s Award for 
Outstanding Service; and 
David Dailey, professor of 
computer science, received 
the President’s Award for 
Scholarly and Creative  
Achievement.

SRU will continue to provide child-
care access to students who have young 
children. The Student Government 
Association Preschool and Child Care 
Center has received a $93,920 four-year 
funding grant from the U.S. Department 
of Education to provide financial assistance 
to qualifying student parents.

The center, located in McKay 
Education Building and headed by Lisa 
Ringer, operates 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. The center currently  
has slots available for fall 2010 semester. 
Call 724.738.2102.

Students graduate in ‘green’ gowns
More than 1,200 spring graduates wore the  

traditional black regalia, but many of them 
commented on how lightweight and  

breathable the garments felt. 
Students wore “green” graduation 

gowns for the first time. The 
gowns were made from recycled 
plastic bottles, keeping 28,106 
plastic bottles out of landfills. 

The mortarboards are also made 
of recycled materials, except for 
the tack that holds the tassel.

Child Care Center helps student parents

SRU education goes global
Nearly 300 Slippery Rock University stu-

dents used spring break to expand their world 
knowledge through trips to 11 countries.

“We have long made use of including a 
spring break travel component as part of 
a number of select course offerings dur-
ing spring semester,” said Pamela Frigot, 
director of International Services at SRU. 
“Students know there will be travel as part 
of the course. In addition to their academic 
work, the students are exposed to the cul-
ture and people of a foreign nation, giving 
them new perspectives on the world.”

“While the travel is based on academics, 
there is also time for museum, art 

gallery and tourist attraction 
visits so students get a flavor 
of the country they are visit-
ing,” Frigot said.

This year’s students vis-
ited Spain, England, Greece, 

Costa Rica, Hungary, Peru, 
the Bahamas, the Netherlands, 

Ireland, Italy and St. Lucia.

(Left to right): Seth Sykora-Bodie, May graduate; Richard Marchand, 
math faculty member; Robert Smith, SRU president; Elliot Baker, 
director of academic records; Benjamin Baker, May graduate and com-
mencement speaker; and David Dailey, professor of computer science.
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Graduate spotlights western 
Pennsylvania parks

Christopher 
Rolinson, a 2000 
SRU graduate, has 
written and taken 
photographs for “Our 
State Parks.” The cof-
fee table book spot-
lights the parks in western Pennsylvania. 

The book, with 83 photographs, 
reveals the beauty that abounds 
between Lake Erie and the Maryland 
border. Rolinson features 26 state 
parks, four state forests, two national 
wildlife refuges and one national forest. 
“The book is not meant to be a guide 
but rather an incubator and motiva-
tor,” said Rolinson, a photojournalism 
professor at Point Park University. 
The book is available at http://www.
pabookstore.com/ourstpawepe.html

Alumnus: practice doesn’t 
make perfect

Donald Sheffield, a 
1974 SRU graduate, 
has written “Practice 
Makes Perfect – Not! 
Understanding 
High Performance: 
Excellence is a Habit.” 
The book provides 
pointers for teach-
ing children proper study practices and 
instilling a strong value system.

Sheffield, a professor of education at 
Penn State Beaver, argues that parents 
and teachers play a vital role in the devel-
opment of children’s attitudes and goals. 

The book, published by Dorrance 
Publishing Co., is available at 
Amazon.com.

Miller pens service- 
learning book

Marybeth Miller, a Slippery Rock 
University assistant professor of physical 
education, has co-written an advocacy 
book for service learning, “Service-
Learning in Physical Education and 

ROCK byteSROCK FILe

Susan Helena Tritt, ’72, physician
Home: Santa Monica, Calif.

Profession:  Physician (gynecologist).

Hobbies:  Scuba diving, yoga, quilting and patio gardening.

Great  Celebrating my 37th anniversary this year with a wonderful guy
Accomplishment: who is also my best friend.

Why I Give:  I found that my undergraduate experience at Slippery Rock 
(then State College) was a key factor in my success in graduate 
school and my job as a physician. I have been fortunate to be 
able to donate so I can give back some of the financial sup-
port that other benefactors provided to me when I was going 
to Slippery Rock. But I also give to the Dr. Thomas Gaither 
Scholarship to underscore the role of the academic staff in 
Slippery Rock University’s success. The direct contact hours my 
professors gave to students in labs and review sessions were as 
big a part of effective teaching as the lectures. Lecture concepts 
have changed since I graduated, but how to think in problem 
solving has not. My adviser Dr. Thomas Gaither was willing to 
spend extra time with any student to help them get the most 
out of their education. My intentions for donating to this schol-
arship included honoring Slippery Rock’s outstanding academic 
staff as well as honoring individual outstanding students. I hope 
the current staff maintains this excellence and is guided by 
examples like Dr. Gaither. And finally, I am sure many scholar-
ships could benefit from one-time gifts of even $25 to continue 
the current level of award. So I donate to encourage all alumnae 
to consider any level of support for academic scholarships.

Related Professions:  
A Global Perspective.” 
James Nendel, an inde-
pendent researcher, is 
the co-author.

Miller includes sev-
eral examples of com-
munity service-learning 
approaches from her teaching at SRU in 
the book. “It offers a global perspective. 
That is what will make it a success for those 
who teach physical education teacher edu-
cation or work in higher education related 
fields worldwide,” she said. The book is 
available at Amazon.com.

Megnin pens memoirs 
Donald Megnin, SRU 

professor emeritus of 
political science, takes a 
look back at his life in 
“Moments in Time: A 
Memoir.” He tells the 
story of meeting his wife 
at Boston University’s 
School of Theology, 
becoming a minister in Syracuse, N.Y. and 
accepting a call to teach at SRU. Megnin 
taught international relations and compara-
tive government. The book is available at 
Amazon.com, Xlibris.com and Borders.com

Education professors edit 
technology leadership book

Junko Yamamoto, 
Slippery Rock University 
assistant professor of 
secondary education, 
and Joanne Leight, 
associate professor of 
physical education, 
edited the newly released 
“Technology Leadership 
in Teacher Education: Integrated Solutions 
and Experiences.” 

The book presents research on the 
practical application of technology in 
learning environments, assisting stu-
dents, educators and researchers. The 
book, published by Information Science 
Publishing, is available at Amazon.com.

Students step up to help 
Saint Lucia

A student leadership group recently 
delivered 3,000 pairs of shoes for use by 
children in Soufriere, Saint Lucia. The 
shoes were collected by Bishop Canevin 
High School and packaged and delivered 
to the Caribbean nation by SRU students. 

Students also headed a leadership con-
ference in Saint Lucia that targeted high 
school students. “The focus was on teach-
ing young people how to become leaders, 
and a big part of being a leader is serving,” 
said Alice Kaiser-Drobney, SRU assistant 
professor of professional studies and trip 
organizer. “Lots of people there only have 
one pair of shoes that they use to go to 
church or whatever,” she said.

Students put safety first  
with Hazwoper training

SRU’s safety 
and health pro-
gram provides 
distinctive learn-
ing opportuni-
ties that will 
give students 
employment 
advantages. 
More than 50 
safety majors 
recently learned 
how to respond 
to chemical spills and earned Hazwoper 
cleanup certification.

Airgas, a leading U.S. supplier of safety 
products, simulated a Hazwoper cleanup 
drill. Students learned how to handle 
nitric oxide cleanup, decontamination, site 
control and saw demonstrations of safety 
suits and breathing masks. 

Middle-school education  
program gets go ahead

The College of Education will begin offer-
ing courses this summer in its new middle-
level education program for those seeking 
careers as grade four through eight teachers.

 “Our program has been approved by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education, the 
SRU University Curriculum Committee 
and the provost,” said Edwin Christmann, 
chair of the secondary education/founda-
tions of education department and leader  
of the revamped curriculum.

The program, which will be fully imple-
mented in the fall semester, has been in devel-
opment for nearly two years after the state 
education department issued new guidelines 
teachers will need before being hired.

Numbers

University

rock solid education
286
The Princeton Review named SRU as one of the top 286 Green 
Colleges nationally for its commitment to sustainability.

218
Princeton Review ranked SRU as one of the best 218 col-
leges and universities in the northeast.

150
The Chronicle of Higher Education selected SRU as one of 
only 150 colleges and universities nationwide to be desig-
nated, “A Great Place To Work.”

15
G.I. Jobs magazine named SRU a “Military Friendly” uni-
versity – one of only 15 percent of universities nationally to 
earn the honor.

14
The Daily Beast ranked SRU 14th nationally on its list of 
safest campuses.

12
Boozel Dining Hall was one of only 12 dining centers nation-
wide selected by University Business magazine as a “Dining 
Hall of Distinction.”

12
The therapeutic recreation program was ranked 12th in 
the country for producing Certified Therapeutic Recreation 
Specialists by the National Council for Therapeutic Recre-
ation Certification.

10
University Public Relations earned 10 quality awards for its 
work. PR earned five national awards in Higher Education 
Marketing competition, and five awards from the College and 
University Public Relations Association of Pennsylvania.

5
Consumer Reports magazine named SRU as the fifth “best 
value” university in the U.S. based on quality plus affordability.

2
WorldWideLearn named SRU Number 2 on its “Top 20 Rural 
Colleges and Universities in the U.S.” list.

1
Boozel Dining Hall was awarded first place in the Interiors 
Showcase Outstanding Design Awards for food service 
areas in competition sponsored by the American School  
and University Magazine.

1
Men’s soccer finished first in the PSAC, posting a 18-4-1 
overall record and a 6-2 conference record.
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STUDEnT
ReSeARCHeRS:

Creating 
knowledge 

out of the 
‘blu’
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E ln the fall of 2006, a freshman from Altoona named Joshua 
Elvey arrived at Slippery Rock University. Even as ambitious 
students go, Elvey was driven. He majored in physics and 
minored in mathematics, choosing academic disciplines that 
gave him access to SRU’s liquid crystals laboratory and other 
cutting-edge technology.

Elvey’s physics education culminated this spring with a faculty-
directed research project on Blu-ray Disc technology. Using 
commercially available components, Elvey built the circuitry that 
allowed him to excite energy bands in a diode laser and experi-
ment with the disc’s high-powered blue laser. Unlike current 
DVDs, which rely on a red laser to read and write data, Blu-ray 
technology uses a blue laser, which projects a smaller beam and 
can store five times the amount of information.

“My interest in physics was piqued by this experience  
because these lasers have infinite applications, and they dem-
onstrate physics in action,” said Elvey, who graduated in May. 

“I am going to graduate school for secondary education. I will 
teach high school and use my degree to continue working with 
electronics as moonlight income.” 

For their research project, Steven Graner, a physics major from 
Pittsburgh, and David Allen, a physics major from Olean, N.Y., 
constructed an Organic Light Emitting Diode light from scratch. 
OLED lights emit light when current passes through them. This 
type of lighting is extremely energy efficient and could be used in 
many applications.

“This research is interesting because it is cutting edge and will 
be utilized in the very near future for a variety of electronics,” 
Graner said. “You can’t just go out and buy one of these lights 
yet for any reasonable amount of money, so we are synthesizing 
one ourselves. What better way to understand something than 
to build it yourself? This way we will have a much deeper under-
standing of what really makes these things work.” 

The spirit of discovery and the challenge of tackling real ques-
tions and problems underpins undergraduate research at SRU.

The University believes so strongly that undergraduate research 
enhances the learning experience, it has increased opportunities 
to engage as many students as possible. At SRU, undergraduate 
research extends widely beyond the sciences to include fine and 
performing arts, humanities, business, education, technology, 
environment and health care. Research opportunities are sup-
ported in spirit and with funds. Participation in SRU’s annual 
Symposium for Student Research, Scholarship and Creative 
Activity increased 72 percent this spring, and student researchers 
were encouraged to present at regional and national conferences 
and publish in peer-review journals. 

Their research topics were as varied as the course catalog. 
Students pursued a cure for cancer, countered negative body 
image, built a supercomputer and monitored the behavior of 
cichlid fish. Involvement in faculty-directed research fosters 
academic and personal growth, while vaulting some students to 
prestigious graduate and doctoral programs at institutions such 
as Yale, Johns Hopkins, North Carolina State, Purdue and the 
University of Memphis.

“The research opportunities at SRU helped provide me with 
the valuable research experience that industry and major research 
institutions look for,” said Duayne Rieger, a physics graduate who 
is currently enrolled in a doctoral program in Yale’s department 
of geology and geophysics. “The research I participated in at SRU 
was computations physics research. I mainly do computational 
work in my Ph.D. studies at Yale and still use many of the skills I 
learned during my research experience at Slippery Rock.”

SRU offers undergraduates the opportunity to participate in 
high-level scholarly research that is typically only available at the 
graduate level. The emphasis is always on students. 

“We are an institution that primarily educates undergraduates, 
so our resources are aimed at the undergraduate student,” said 
William Williams, SRU provost. “If you go to a Research 1 uni-
versity, the graduate students get the good lab experience; they get 
the small lab experience. Here, all our students get that. I’ve heard 
many people say that an undergraduate student here has a better 
lab experience in the sciences than they do at Penn State.” 

Whether in the classroom, laboratory or field, SRU takes a 
learn-by-doing approach to research, with an emphasis on stu-
dent-faculty collaboration. 

“ The research opportunities at 
SRU helped provide me with the 
valuable research experience 
that industry and major research 
institutions look for”

– Duayne Rieger
 enrolled in a doctoral program  

in Yale’s department  
of geology and geophysics

l l l l l l l l l l l l

l l l l l l l l l l l l
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Anna Antram said it is “really heartbreaking” to 
watch someone you love struggle with an eating disorder and poor 
body image. The psychology major from Lock Haven has a good 
friend who has been dealing with an anorexia-type disorder since 
middle school.

“She has gone through cycles of getting better and then getting 
worse for the past seven or eight years,” Antram said. “Yet she still 
really struggles with the guilt of having an eating disorder and finding 
the will power to eat normally again. My friend’s ordeal is probably all 
too typical for a lot more people than we realize.” 

Antram and eight other SRU psychology majors conducted 
student-faculty research on eating behavior and body image among 
SRU students. Working with Jennifer Sanftner, associate professor 
of psychology, the team surveyed 350 students in an attempt to 
understand and prevent disordered eating behavior. The research-
ers focused on the psychological and societal factors that typically 
lead to eating disorders among college students. They include 
issues associated with transitioning to college, life experiences, 
pressure about schoolwork, relationship problems and destructive 
media images about weight and status, Sanftner said. 

Victoria Croft, a psychology major from Butler, said she got 
involved because so many people are affected by media images. She 
said she especially deplores the “stick-thin, Photoshop image of a 
woman who could never be a real person. You just want to get the 
word out these are fake people. We want people to recognize that 
you are beautiful the way you are. You don’t have to be what the 
media says you have to be. Be yourself.”

Once the student researchers analyze the survey results, they 
plan to implement The Reflections Body 
Image Program on campus this fall to 
promote positive body image. Whitney 
Wideman, a psychology major from  
West Sunbury, said she got involved 
because she is passionate about proper 

l l l l l l l l l l l l
Computer 
researcher 
produces 
super results

COM
PUTER

Anthony Christie, a computer science major 
from Somerset, recently became the first SRU student to build a 
cluster computer – called “the poor man’s supercomputer.”

Christie said researching and designing a computer from 
scratch with David Valentine, professor of computer science, pro-
vided an exciting experience that will separate him from the mass 
of computer science majors.

“This project gave me a huge head start into my career,” 
Christie said. “The professors in the computer science depart-
ment are the best there are. They’ve helped me with anything 
I’ve needed and cultivated me since I was a freshman.” Christie 
created a supercomputer by linking four computers with eight 
processors together via high-speed Ethernet. This means he 
can use all the computers as if they were acting as one, creating 
a supercomputer that can solve problems much more quickly 
than if they were acting alone. The supercomputer is especially 
adept at working problems with a lot of data to crunch, such as 
predicting weather patterns and developing climate models,  
he said. 

“What is unique about my project is it is the first time 
Slippery Rock University has ever played with cluster comput-
ing at this level,” Christie said. “This is the next big thing and 
most universities aren’t yet teaching this material. It’s incred-
ibly exciting and amazing to be at the front of the line, learn-
ing and using techniques that a lot of professionals  
don’t understand.”

self-image and wanted a top-notch research experience. The dis-
torted media images, especially for those who are impressionable, 
are unfair and make her angry, she said, but she blames her male 
and women peers as well.

“We’ve heard of people who have had scales outside their apart-
ments for parties and in order to get in, you could not weigh 
above 110 pounds,” she said. 

BODY IM
AGE

Researchers 
weigh lies about 
body image

Chemistry majors hunkered down inside 
SRU’s Advanced Technology and Science Hall to research one of 
sciences most vexing problems – cancer. Students treated differ-
ent cancer cells with various chemicals and proteins in an attempt 
to determine whether chemicals could be used to slow or prevent 
cancer cell growth. 

“Hopefully we’ll identify a chemical that can be used one day 
to kill cancer cells or prevent them from growing,” said Katelyn 
Smiley, of Ellwood City.

Cancer occurs whenever cells in the body reproduce at unac-
ceptable rates. According to the American Cancer Society, 1.4 mil-
lion people were diagnosed with cancer in the U.S. in 2009, with 
74,000 cases in Pennsylvania. Nationally, 62,000 of the cases are 
expected to be fatal. Common forms of cancer include breast, lung 
and prostate cancer.

Smiley and chemistry majors Christine Lundblad, of Pittsburgh, 
Cheri Dover of Bowie, Md., and Brandon Scott of New Castle, 
collaborated with Paul Birckbichler and Donald Zapien, associate 
professors of chemistry, to study the disease at the cell level. 

Students grew cancer cells, harvested them and treated them with 
chemicals, including a vitamin A derivative called retinoic acid. 
Although they didn’t find a cure, they learned a lot that could prove 
valuable. “They took the cells after they were treated for a period of 
time and processed them and looked at the cells,” Birckbichler said. 
“It’s basic research, but that’s how any cure is ultimately found.” 

Dan Catena, a spokesman for The American Cancer Society 
praised the students’ work, saying, “It is exciting that Slippery 
Rock University students are taking the initiative on research of 
such importance to everyone. The American Cancer Society is 
always hoping that younger people, especially college students, 
will get involved in studies that we might find valuable in the 
future for a cure of cancer.” 

Chemistry 
majors research 
cancer cure

CHEM
ISTRY
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Seize the data 
“We believe that the whole academic enterprise is based 

around the concept of research, the kind of research you do in a 
lab, literary scholars do at the library, people do out in the field 
to gather data,” Williams said. “That’s how data in our world is 
generated to create arguments and new inventions and all kinds 
of things. So the research end of it is critical.” 

Williams, a former SRU English professor, said his under-
graduate research in the area of linguistics and textual analysis 
had a profound effect on his career. He studied the usage-based 
concept of language  – spoken English as opposed to grammar. 

“It was the excitement of the research and what I was learn-
ing and discovering that kept me in school and kept me moving 
forward,” Williams said.

The benefits of research are many, he said. Interacting with fac-
ulty members is one of the key college experiences associated with 
student development. Involvement promotes intellectual growth, 
self-esteem, effective communication and time management skills, 
and leadership ability, he said. Students graduate with a better 
understanding of their field and obtain credentials that will help 
them enroll in graduate or professional schools or find employment.

“What we like to do in terms of sponsoring undergraduate 
research is to get the students engaged with an expert in the 
field, a professor, as early as possible,” Williams said. “Research 
is really where the discipline exists. It’s about mixing the 
chemicals in the lab, finding the missing piece out in a dig. The 
discovery of what is really important in the discipline is found 
in the act of doing it. Sitting in the classroom getting lectures 
and taking notes gives you the contour of what the discipline 
looks like. The actual research gives them a, ‘Wow, I have found 
something’ moment and teaches students what they’re going to 
need for later in their lives.”

Meghan Rice, a geology major from Clarion, said she enjoyed 
traveling to Nevada recently to research fossil marine organisms 
in rock layers and learn more about the conditions that existed 
there 300 million years ago. She collaborated with Tamra 
Schiappa, associate professor of geography, geology and the 
environment, on her research. 

“Learning material in the classroom and from books is some-
thing every student at the University goes through,” Rice said. 
“Geology, however, is a field-based discipline. You have to know 
how to work in the field in order to do any kind of research or 
possibly work as a geologist for oil, gas or coal companies. Field 
skills need to be learned and practiced.”

Todd Englander, a dance and elementary education major 
from Long Island, N.Y., said he gained valuable career prepara-
tion in both his fields through a student-faculty research project 
titled “Young Children’s Understanding of the Choreographic 
Process.” He studied a group of children ages 3-7 to determine 
their understanding of dance.

“Children perceive dance the same way that adults perceive 
dance, as an outlet for expression, a healthy way to get exercise 
and as a fun thing to do,” he said. “As a dual major, learning 
about how children perceive dance and choreography increased 
my understanding of how children use movement to learn. I 
plan on pursuing a dance career after I graduate in December. 
After some time at a dance company, I plan on settling down 
and becoming an elementary school teacher.” l l l l l l l l l l l l
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Theatre students win the prize for 
eclectic research interests. Kelly Myers of Natrona Heights 
researched Victorian clothing worn in the 1890s for a student 
production of “Hedda Gabler.” Maya Ogasawara of Japan 
researched the rocker 1960s for a contemporary rendering of 
Shakespeare’s “Cymbeline.”

The SRU-educated costume designers operated as histori-
ans. They researched the socioeconomic structure of a society, 
etiquette and customs relating to dress, fabrics and audience 
awareness. Students collaborated with Rebecca Morrice, assis-
tant professor of threatre. 

Myers said she researched the 1890s on the Internet and 
through books to learn subtle details about the culture and 
dress. She joked she can now include “basic corset making” as a 
skill on her resume. “Through the different images and articles  
I found in my research for my designs, I learned a lot about how 
intense rules for proper etiquette and dress were more than a 
century ago,” Myers said.

While her 15 costumes for Hedda Gabler were historically 
accurate, Morrice gave her the freedom to add personal touches, 
called anachronisms, an alteration that helps the modern audi-
ence understand the characters in a show. For instance, Myers 
designed a costume with a tight collar for “Hedda Gabler.” The 
collar symbolized the oppressiveness of Victorian society.

“SRU’s production of “Cymbeline” was highly anachronistic, 
Ogasawara said. “I wanted to show how I dealt with the anach-
ronistic approach to the play without disengaging the audi-
ence,” Ogasawara said. 

She designed 30 costumes and presented her work at SRU’s 
research symposium. Ogasawara said she wants more people to 
understand the depth of costume design. 

“Often it is misinterpreted by people that we simply build 
costumes,” she said. “Of course we do build costumes, but 
before that, it takes enormous research, collaboration with 
other designers, directors and actors. The process can be very 
complicated.”

When tropical growth that obscured 
the walls and outbuildings of a plantation in San Salvador threat-
ened his research, Chris Abbott, an environmental studies major 
from Slippery Rock, grabbed a machete and went to work. 

“I spent three days hacking, crawling, bleeding and pushing 
GPS buttons,” he said. “I cut a trail to the newly discovered 
slave quarters, delineated many more plantation boundaries and 
uncovered the original driveway to the oldest port on the island – 
and got poisonwood on my arms and feet,” he said.

Abbott traveled to San Salvador recently to research spatial 
characteristics and land ownership in San Salvador from 1760 
to 1919 and created maps of the island based on his findings. 
Abbott, in collaboration with Jack Livingston, professor of geog-
raphy, geology and the environment, created a three-dimensional 
map of the Watling Castle Plantation region on the east side of 
the island, a focus area of his research.

He examined land ownership boundaries, plantation ruins, 
period roads and agriculture plots to determine changes in parcel 
size over the years. He is also studying agricultural practices and 
the effects of the abolition of slavery in 1832 on land division.

San Salvador is the island where Christopher Columbus made 
his first landfall in the new world in 1492.

“The colonial period was such a dynamic era in world history,” 
Abbott said. “San Salvador’s island history is survived by a one-
year journal, and many present-day Bahamians still bear the last 
names of their ancestral masters. The puzzle has so many missing 
pieces. I guess the draw for me is threefold: geographic informa-
tion system mapping, mystery and a machete.” 

Abbott remotely sensed as many walls as possible from photo 
imagery using aerial photography and GoogleEarth, and then digi-
talized them into a new database totaling 55,000 meters of new walls. 

Student  
geographer 

uncovers  
colonial past 

GEOGRAPHER

Theatre majors 
weave history 
into costume 
design

If you’ve ever looked at the face of a garter snake, you will 
notice that they flick their tongues a lot. What they are doing is sampling 
the air for scents of food, a mate or danger. SRU biology majors recently 
gained new insights into the function of the smelling mechanism, which 
researchers believe involves the snake’s Harderian gland.

While there has not been extensive research done on the Harderian 
gland, scientists do know that the barley-grain sized gland secretes a 
protein-rich liquid that helps the snake detect chemical signals when 
snakes flick their tongues. 

“Our students have made a legitimate scientific discovery, because 
they have identified a new, little-understood protein. We’re finding out 
things that nobody has ever done before, proteins that nobody has ever 
described before,” said Carolyn Steglich, professor of biology.

Biololgy majors Michael Brown of Delmont and Mathew Laubham of 
Greensburg collaborated with Steglich and Susan Rehorek, associate pro-
fessor of biology, to research the gland and its proteins.

“All the work that has focused on the molecular aspect of the gland 
has been inconsequential, so we were trying to reveal some useful 
molecular data about the gland,” Brown said. “I guess you could say 
the ‘thrill of the chase,’ trying to find the missing pieces to figure out 
what the gland does, is the best part.” 

Laubham said the pair isolated the most common mRNA molecules 
produced by the Harderian gland and made a cDNA library from 
them. Since mRNA comes from DNA, the transcribed sequence of 
the mRNA will yield the DNA sequence, and from that amino acid 
sequence the protein can be deduced.

“Research is a very daunting task with much failure, but that’s the 
nature of the business,” Laubham said. “However, when things go 
smoothly, it is a very rewarding field, because it was fixed from your 
investigation and own thinking.”

Rehorek, from Australia, said learning more about the Harderian 
gland could shed light on snake behavior. “A person might ask why we 
are interested in snakes. Obviously, you don’t live in Australia, where we 
have seven of the top 10 deadliest snakes around. And we want to know 
how to keep them away,” she said. 

Researchers  
discover protein 
in snake gland

RESEARCHERSWho knew that fish could exhibit such sophisti-
cated behavior? Jessica Rack, a biology major from Daybrook, 
W. Va., and Kimberly Wilson, a biology major from 
Macomb, Mich., learned all about it this spring when they 
researched the surprising characteristics of cichlid fish. 

The brightly colored fish that people raise in home tanks 
greet each other and form partnerships. They defend their 
offspring; respond to scents, and males show a preference for 
a particular body type in females. “Parental care of any kind is 
extremely rare in fish,” said Simon Beeching, professor of biol-
ogy who collaborated with the students.

Students studied the evolutionary reason why the species 
exhibits such usual behavior. Evolution assumes species change 
over time to adapt to a specialized environment, with adapta-
tions increasing the success of the species. 

Rack said she examined the convict cichlid’s behavioral 
responses to scents and visual cues. She exposed the fish to 
scents of other fish and a dummy fish shaped and painted 
to look like a convict cichlid. She videotaped the fish for 20 
minutes to see how much time they spend in proximity to the 
dummy fish and the scent. 

“This work is important in determining the presence of a 
chemical communication system in this species of fish,” she 
said. “While animals living on land rely heavily on vision to 
avoid predators and find mates, visual signals can be compro-
mised in an aquatic environment, leading to reliance on other 
senses. Our research shows that some cichlids do respond to 
olfactory cues in several contexts.”

Wilson said she researched the behavioral significance of 
color patterns found on firemouth cichlids. She presented the 
fish with two dummies simultaneously in what is called paired 
dummy presentation to gauge their reaction.

“Any time scientists have the opportunity to learn some-
thing new about animals always helps us to better understand 
the world around us,” she said.

Researchers fish 
for secrets

l l l l l l l l l l l l

Chris Abbott created this map for his research project.
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         ake a dinner date at any one of Slippery Rock University’s 
dining halls and you’ll find no trace of questionable casseroles. 
Gone are the mushy vegetable medleys and instant mashed pota-
toes from a box. Even the ole’ mystery meat drowning in gray, 
coagulated gravy has vanished from the menu, becoming yet 
another collegiate rite of passage to bite the dust. 

“You can’t just smother something in gravy and mashed potatoes 
and call it a meal anymore,” said John Vag, resident district man-
ager for AVI Fresh, the University’s food service partner. “Students 
are far more educated and have a higher level of expectations. You 
have to remember, these kids have grown up over the restaurant 
table and they expect restaurant-quality food and presentation.” 

Throughout the past two decades, what started as a grassroots 
movement for fresher, pesticide-free foods has exploded into an 
international food revolution. Nowhere is this more evident than 
in SRU dining halls, where sweeping changes in food entrees, 
preparation and presentation have occurred. 

SRU and AVI Fresh have spent the last six years creating and 
refining a dining experience focused on four key issues: commit-
ment, challenge, community and creativity. Coupled with SRU’s 
campuswide sustainability initiatives, the result is one of the 
country’s elite food service programs. 

It’s not your parents’ dining experience, for sure. Twenty-five 
years ago, students were lucky to choose between two entrees 
slapped onto a plastic tray. Not so today. SRU currently employs 

Stealth 
health
All-natural health 
initiatives, executive 
chefs, take “mystery” 
out of mystery meat

By Heidi Tyline King

M two executive chefs, one chef and three sous chefs who prepare 
an assortment of gourmet options, including moussaka, tomato 
peso lasagna, sushi and butternut squash soup. They also handle 
made-to-order, vegetarian and specialty options, such as gluten-
free meals. 

The chefs write menus, oversee pur-
chasing and the budget, maintain the 
physical operations needed for foodser-
vice and manage employees. 

“It’s a great career because of the 
endless possibilities with food and my 
love for hospitality,” said James Polatas, 
one of the executive chefs. “It’s excit-
ing to see how all these different factors 
come together to reach a common goal, 
whether it is a plated seven-course din-
ner, common hour service or a picnic in 
the quad for 2,500 students.” 

Students are food savvy, understand-
ing the implications of eating fresh 
foods and expecting quality in their 
dining options. “We’ve grown up with 
healthy choices, so it’s only natural for us to expect those same 
choices from the cafeteria when we get to college,” said Samuel 
Goodge, a finance major from Cambridge Springs. 

“ We’ve grown 
up with healthy 
choices, so it’s 
only natural 
for us to expect 
those same 
choices from  
the cafeteria 
when we get  
to college.” 

– Samuel Goodge
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“I appreciate all the gourmet options in Boozel,” said Jennifer 
Lee, a public relations major from Pittsburgh. “We have many 
choices and an array of foods to choose from. At my old school 
we weren’t given a choice. Whatever they cooked for us, we ate, 
which was usually chicken.” 

SRU’s chefs start with natural and homemade ingredients. 
“Instead of using all the readymade processed stuff, AVI has really 
gone back to the basics with natural and homemade foods that 
have to be prepared,” said Ginger Essey, the chef in charge of 
catering. “We keep up with market trends, and our food service 
has a personal aspect, something hard to do when we serve such a 
large volume on campus.”

Commitment to freshness 
“It begins with our commitment – based not on the best price 

but the best product,” Vag said. “What we’ve learned over time 
is that it’s a trade-off, that the cost of the heads of lettuce that we 
chop up is cheaper than buying the bags of preprocessed lettuce. 
There are labor costs but in the end, it balances out.” 

To ensure that the commitment to freshness and quality food is 
honored, AVI introduced “platinum standard” food service. Food 
is batch-cooked in small quantities using the “a la minute” phi-
losophy to increase freshness. Chefs start with fresh, whole meats 
whenever possible and put none of it to waste. Soups are made 

from scratch, not canned or frozen. Even 
the pizza dough is made daily on site using 
no preservatives. “We pride ourselves on 
our pizza,” Vag said. “Our dough is made 
daily on site using the basics: flour, sugar, 
salt, yeast, olive oil and water.”

Educating students about smart choices 
is also part of SRU’s and AVI’s commit-
ment. “We call it ‘stealth health, meaning 
that whenever possible healthy ingredi-
ents are used in food preparation,” said 
Vag. Multi-grain pasta instead of white 
enriched pasta, whole-wheat buns, super 
grains like barley in breads, sweet potato 
fries, and natural oils and vinegars instead 
of processed salad dressing are examples. 
“These are small changes that students are 
willing to make, so we do our best to make them available,”  
he said. 

A commitment to freshness can be time-intensive: It takes 
time to build relationships with local green grocers. Currently, 
however, SRU maintains relationships with 25 sustainable grow-
ers, including Cool Springs Organics, Frankferd Farms Organics, 
Mung Dynasty Sprouts, Tom Alexander Hydroponics, and 
Spring Valley Gardens. “We choose to buy the freshest foods we 
can find from local farmers and producers, providing a recogniz-
able support to the local economy,” Vag said. “Organic is very 
popular at Slippery Rock University because of the emphasis on 
sustainability in the curriculum and campus culture.” 

The benefits, however, are not only fresh foods grown locally. 
While farmers receive much-needed financial support, dining ser-
vices employees gain career-expanding skills in food preparation. 
“We aren’t just giving people jobs – we’re giving them careers 
through our fresh approach to foods,” Vag said. “We can teach 
skills, how to cook, braise, sauté, use the knife… You can’t pur-
chase a bag of lettuce and call it cooking.”

Meeting today’s food  
service challenges 

One way AVI responds to foodservice challenges is by having a 
strong culinary presence on campus. “We have six chefs at vary-
ing levels on campus, while most companies may have only one or 
two,” Vag said. “By employing actual chefs rather than hospitality 
management graduates, we ensure the focus remains on food.” 

Balance also has to be struck between sustainable, organic 
options, ease of use, and cost. One example is the garbanzo beans 
used in a variety of menu options. Vag said he doesn’t buy shelled 
beans because of time involved and their availability, but instead 
uses canned beans, a good alternative when fresh beans are not 
available at the local level. “Fresh is not always convenient or 
affordable, but we take care to put out food that looks and tastes 
good,” said Natalie Baker, chefs manager. 

The same goes with sustainability issues. SRU, which pioneered 
greening education when it launched a master’s program in sustain-
able systems more 15 years ago, uses biodegradable green ware cups 
made from corn resin for all “to-go cups” and containers. Campus 
cafeterias compost and give the Macoskey Center on campus its 
pre-consumer waste for sustainable farming. Students are required 
to “rent” carryout eco-clamshells that are replaced with clean con-
tainers upon return, a move that makes SRU the first University in 
the region to use the biodegradable containers for takeout. There 
are even plans to use fryer oil for biodiesel purposes.

Creative cuisine
Creativity is key when menu planning includes fare made with 

seasonal farm produce. Recently, the staff grappled with options 
for 25 cases of apples that had been in cold storage at a nearby 
farm over the winter. It also plays a part in providing menu variety; 
students have been exposed to numerous international cuisines 
and they like having choices on the menu. “We still have a strong 
meat and potato base but sushi and pad Thai are popular, along 
with buffalo chicken anything – pizza, wraps, and wings,” Vag said. 
“Students are familiar with ethnic foods. We can’t just do a taco 
anymore – it needs to be a dish with authentic flavors and tastes.” 

Creativity with all-natural choices also played a role in the open-
ing of SRU’s all-natural T&B Naturally Café, one of the first col-
lege cafes in the nation to offer organic beverages and snacks. The 
café offers six all-natural elixir drinks, two organic coffees and natu-
ral muffins and salads. Elixirs, with names such as Virtual Buddha 
and Liquid Yoga, offer a healthy twist on staying hydrated by mix-
ing water with exotic fruit flavors. “Students go out of their way 
to get their coffee, bagels, and juice between classes,” Goodge said. 
“I know many students who use a meal ticket at these locations 
instead of going to the dining halls because it is quick and healthy.”

The community table
The value of healthy eating is undeniable, but an unexpected ben-

efit from efforts of SRU and AVI staff is the revival of community. 
Relationships have formed between AVI employees, SRU staff, stu-
dent employees, and diners, making the environment more relaxing 

“ We call it ‘stealth 
health,’ meaning 
that whenever  
possible healthy 
ingredients are 
used in food 
preparation.”

– John Vag,  
resident district  

manager for  
AVI Fresh
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Butternut Squash Soup
yield: four 6 oz. servings 

INGREDIENTS  ......................  QUANTITy
butternut squash .......................... one – 16 oz. squash
Orange juice ................................... ¼ cup
butter (melted) .............................. 1 tablespoon
Fresh thyme ................................... pinch
brown sugar .................................. 1 tablespoon
Celery (small diced) ..................... 1 stalk
Carrots (small diced) ................... 1 carrot
Onions (small diced) .................... ½ small onion
Vegetable oil .................................. ¼ cup
Vegetable stock (hot) .................. 1 cup
Half-n-half (hot) ............................ 1 cup
Nutmeg ........................................... pinch
Cinnamon ........................................ pinch
Salt and Pepper ............................. to taste

PROCEDURE
Cut squash in half lengthwise. Place face down in a 
roasting pan. Combine orange juice, butter, brown 
sugar and thyme; pour over squash. Cover pan tightly 
with foil and bake in 350 degree oven until soft,  
(45 minutes) Sautee vegetables in vegetable oil.  
Add stock and bring to a simmer. Scoop out squash. 
Add the pulp, nutmeg and cinnamon to liquid along  
with juices from roasting pan. Simmer for one hour  
and puree. Add Half-n-Half, bring back to simmer. 
Season with salt and pepper to taste.
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and open to an exchange of ideas on how the dining experience can 
be even better. In turn, the low-key, inclusive feel of the dining halls 
makes it easy for chefs to share their excitement about food. “Food 
to me is like a lifestyle,” Baker said. “All of our energy is put into 
this passion of creating a good product. You just don’t throw stuff 
together – food comes from the heart and mind and body. When 
people know that, it lightens the mood and makes the whole dining 
experience more enjoyable for both the employee and the guest.” 

Boozel was recently remodeled and serves as the primary campus 
eatery. The interior was totally redesigned to offer food courts, 
community seating, wireless access, an information kiosk and 
made-to-order entrees of nearly every variety, including one of the 
first live-fire Brazilian Churrasco food stations on a college campus. 

University Business magazine named Boozel as one of only 12 
dining halls nationwide to its Dining Hall of Distinction list. The 
program honors excellence in all aspects of operations, including 
variety of entrees, satisfaction, atmosphere and sustainability. The 
dining hall also captured the American School and University 

Magazine’s Educational Interiors 
Showcase Outstanding Design 
Award in the cafeteria/food service 
areas category. A second dining 
center, Weisenfluh Dining Hall, 
also serves breakfast and lunch and 
includes a grab-and-go station. 
Students can also eat at Rocky’s, a 
popular grill in the student union.

Alaire Chyrzynski, a commu-
nication major from Bridgeville, 
said the social scene is good at 
Boozel. “Every time I go there, stu-
dents usually will stack tables together so all their friends can eat 
together,” she said. “I like to go with a lot of my friends because it 
is our time to socialize and catch up between classes.” 

“ All of our energy  
is put into this  
passion of  
creating a good  
product. You just 
don’t throw stuff 
together – food 
comes from the 
heart and mind 
and body.” 

Natalie Baker,  
chefs manager

In Pennsylvania’s Union  
School District, it’s all about the 

As, Bs and Chinese.

Learning Chinese? 
It’s elementary, my dear…

In 2007, Slippery Rock University graduate and Union School 
District Principal Jean McCleary was asked by her superintendent, 
Larry Bornak, to implement a world languages curriculum,  
specifically Chinese. Never mind that her school district is a rural 
district, that Chinese isn’t the easiest foreign language to learn and 
that the school had limited computer server capacity – a definite 
challenge since the classes would be taught through a distance learn-
ing program.

 But McCleary, always one to welcome a challenge, prevailed. 
“We are a low-income, rural school district, but we figured out 
how to provide cutting edge, progressive educational opportunities 
against the odds of limited funding,” said McCleary, a 1992  
Rock graduate.

Now in its third year, the program exhibits dramatic improvements: 
new computer equipment, including large monitors; a 500 percent 
increase in server speed; a group of children now familiar with the com-
plicated Chinese language; and a new partnership with Slippery Rock 
University’s Asian Studies Program. Best of all, Union School District 
children participating in the program have increased their PSSA scores 

你好
                                        – translated, means hello in English  
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in reading and math by an average of 200 points, and they are learn-
ing a skill essential for competing in today’s global economy. 

“A major strength of the program is that students are learning 
about the Chinese language and culture in an age where there are 
increased travel opportunities, satellite programming and inter-
national use of the Internet,” McCleary said. “Even more, we are 
providing these students with a chance to be accepted to the most 
prestigious universities and the opportunity to pursue a number 
of well-paying, fulfilling careers in the 21st century.” 

About one fifth of the world’s population – more than 1 billion 
people – speak some form of Chinese as their native language. 

Currently, the Union School program has 36 students from 
4th to 8th grade participating, and there are plans to create a 
partnership with a school in China via Internet discussion board 
and an online Pen Pal program. Actually conversing with children 
in China as depicted on the popular Microsoft commercial is not 
feasible, McCleary said, due to the time difference – China is  
12 hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time. 

Still, parents and students alike have been pleased with the pro-
gram. They say it is zhu ni yi kuai (fun).

“It’s fun and definitely a privilege because I can go home and 
talk Chinese with my mother,” said Tim Singer, a 5th grader. 
“She is like, ‘what does that mean?’” 

Children have much better “ears” for languages than adults 
and learn quickly. “When I was younger, I always wanted to talk 
Chinese; it’s easy to learn,” said Aleisha Craig, a 4th grader. “I 

also think this is an honor knowing that I am one of the only stu-
dents in the school learning about the wonderful Chinese culture. 
My parents are so proud of me.”

Courtney Rankin, a 6th grader, is already thinking about the long-
term benefits of learning some Chinese. “I like this idea because I 
could use these skills to get into a good college and get a good job,” 
she said. Jesse Rosario-Adams, a 6th grader, added, “I see it as a privi-
lege because only 35 students are in the program at our school. It 
is really fun because we got to learn a new language that is different 
from our own. My parents like that I am learning a new language.”

Joni Buzzard, mother of 5th grader Emily, expects the experi-
ence to give her an advantage in the years to come. “Learning 
Chinese at such a young age will give my daughter a greater 
advantage when she is applying for college, and they have learned 
that she has been taught Chinese since 4th grade,” she said.

Slippery Rock connection
The program’s affiliation with SRU came about through 

Armand Policicchio, SRU associate professor of Asian studies in 
the department of professional studies. 

“I read about the Union School District in the paper and was 
impressed with what this small, fairly poor school district was 
doing in regard to world curriculum,” he said. “It made sense for 
us to form a relationship with them because it allowed us to fulfill 
one of our missions – that of being present in the local area as a 
cultural and academic resource.” 

Union School District first worked with Seton Hill University, 
but soon, SRU began providing support and resources. SRU now 
provides instruction for teachers who wish to add Asian content 
to their curriculum, identifies funding sources, organizes in-service 
workshops and includes the district in campus events that promote 
the Asian culture.

Deb Cohen, chair of SRU’s department of modern languages and 
cultures, said she expects there to be a “bazillion” job opportunities in 
government and elsewhere for those who learn the hot languages of 
the new century – Chinese, Arabic and Spanish. SRU teaches these 
three as well as French, German, Japanese, Russian and Korean.

“Connecting with the world is part of our mission statement,” 
Cohen said. “Our University believes that you should connect 
with the cultures of the world in the languages of the world. 
China is critical because, economically, it is becoming very 
important to the world economy.”

Leading from the Heart
Much of the Union School District’s Chinese language success 

can be attributed to McCleary’s determination. Growing up in 
the family restaurant business and now a co-owner of the business 
with her sister, helped McCleary 
develop requisite skills from an 
early age. “If there is one charac-
ter trait I’ve learned in the past 
31 years in the food industry 
business, it is a strong work 
ethic,” she said. “Co-owning the 
business has given me the valu-
able leadership, interpersonal 
and business experience neces-
sary for administration.” 

As an SRU student, those skills 
were further enhanced by her 
health and physical education 
studies and through association 
with SRU’s faculty. She counts 
physical education professor Jan 
Kasnavich and gymnastics instruc-
tor Lynn Spadine as mentors, admiring them for their assertiveness 
and as strong female role models. It was at SRU that she also came to 
realize that administration was the same thing as team building.

“I see myself as a ‘building leader’ much more so than an 
elementary principal,” McCleary said. “The administrator of the 
21st century is not the same as it was in the past. We have to be 
well versed in all areas of curriculum: reading, math, science and 
foreign language. We also need skills in conflict resolution, assess-
ments, data analysis, knowledge of school law, strategic planning, 
and state and federal programs. SRU provided me with an excel-
lent foundation and base and prepared me for my role as a princi-
pal by fostering those leadership skills.” 

Above all, McCleary champions her students and pushes them to 
excel. As the first person in her immediate family to graduate from 
college, McCleary considers the day she graduated from SRU as 
one of her best memories. As principal, she wants her students to 
have even more opportunities for success than she did. “Our mis-
sion is to provide the greatest opportunity for educational success 
no matter what the economic situation may be for our children,” 
she said. “Their education will pave the way for their destiny.”

“Our mission is to provide the greatest opportunity for educational 
success no matter what the economic situation may be for our  
children. Their education will pave the way for their destiny.”

– Jean McCleary, ’92,  
Elementary Principal

“ SRU provided 
me with an 
excellent foun-
dation and base 
and prepared 
me for my role 
as a principal by 
fostering those 
leadership skills.” 

– Jean McCleary,  
Elementary Principal 
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Admissions program 
helps beat the stress of 
that long-awaited day–

A huge lump of clay sits 
on the table in front of Julie 
Nguyen. Challenging her. 
Waiting for her to take it 
in her hands and mold it 
into what it is supposed to 
become. The symbolism of 
the moment is not lost on 
her. Nguyen, of Vietnamese 
descent, is the first person in 
her family to attend college. 
She enrolled at Slippery Rock 
University and plans to teach 
English as a second language.

“You cannot imagine my 
happiness when I received 
my acceptance letter,” said 
Nguyen, of Silver Spring, Md. 
“Not only will I be the first in 
my family to attend college,  
I will be the first girl.”

“You cannot imagine my happiness when  
I received my acceptance letter…”

off to 

Molding 
bright 
futures SRU’s Opportunity Knocks overnight program for  

high school seniors helps students like Nguyen over-
come the anxiety of going off to college. The Office of 
Admissions program provides a trial college experience – 
an espresso version of SRU. Students roll into campus  
with shy faces and sleeping bags, and 
depart three days later, having experi-
enced classes, residence halls, dining hall 
food and the camaraderie of campus life. 

“Opportunity Knocks is a wonder-
ful program,” Nguyen said. “It allowed 
me to see what my life could be like at 
Slippery Rock. I acted as a college stu-
dent for a day, interacting with my host 
and her roommates in the residence halls 
and attending fun events and classes. In 
addition, since the program is primarily 
focused on minorities, I was able not 
only to see how many ethnic minorities 
are interested in applying to Slippery 
Rock, but I also interacted with them 
and formed bonds. I very much enjoyed 
myself and look forward to seeing them again.”

The program works because admissions counselors 
and student mentors know exactly whom they’re dealing 
with: overly anxious teenagers and their proud and dot-
ing parents. Loosening the vice grip of co-dependence is 
part of the drill.

“Opportunity Knocks shows you a side of college 
that you aren’t able to see on the official tour. 
It’s a day in the life of a college student,” said 
Shaunesha Freeman, a psychology major who 
served as a student mentor for the program this 
spring. “When making such a huge decision 
about where you will be spending the next 
four years of your life, it is important to know 
what’s in store. I was nervous when I came to 
Opportunity Knocks. I based my decision to 
come here on what I experienced in previous 
tours and Opportunity Knocks. It cemented 
my decision.” 

Program serves primarily  
minority students

Few would have predicted Nguyen’s presence at SRU 
a few years ago. Her mother fled Vietnam at 17 during 
the Vietnam War, settled in Maryland, but was unable 

to attend high school let alone college. 
Nguyen’s grandfather – her mother’s father 
– also emigrated and insisted that his grand-
daughter be raised amid the knowledge,  
traditions and customs of Vietnam.

Nguyen said “normal” American expe-
riences such as sleepovers, having male 
friends and “hanging out” created friction 
at home. “My grandfather, while he learned 
English and retained an honorable job in 
an air freshener factory, never truly adapted 
to his new life in the U.S. and was adamant 
about my upbringing being as Vietnamese 
as it could be,” she said. 

Despite the challenges of competing 
cultures, Nguyen said she is able to balance 
her American identity and 

“ I based my  
decision to come 
here on what I 
experienced in 
previous tours 
and Opportunity 
Knocks. It 
cemented my 
decision.” 

– Shaunesha Freeman,  
a psychology major
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ethnic heritage. “Although the two, in theory, should not be 
able to co-exist, for all their differences, neither one is more a 
part of me than the other,” she said.

Opportunity Knocks provided an “ah-ha moment” for 
Nguyen and her mother, who came to campus to see the school 
for herself. “I decided to enroll at Slippery Rock University 
because of the campus environment, its reputation and all of the 
opportunities offered that I can and cannot see,” she said. “I am 
able to do something my mother was unable to do, something 
she always wished she could do. If her enthusiasm is anything to 
go by, I can truthfully say she is very proud of me. College is the 
place for me to discover who I truly am, a place for me to find 
my path and build it.” 

While academics remain the primary focus of Opportunity 
Knocks, the program is not above showcasing the social aspects of 
college life, such as a movie and popcorn event, and a college mixer. 

“We went to Boozel Dining Hall for dinner, and we had 
Hawaiian music playing and also the Jam Rock dance group per-

formed. Everyone was really pumped up,” said Alejandra McFern, 
the SRU admissions counselor who organizes the program. 

That evening, students had their bodies painted with glow-
in-the dark paint before a mock rave at the University’s campus 
recreation center. The Hawaiian-themed party included a board-
walk, glow sticks, virgin daiquiris and a surfboard simulator.

“We wanted them to see how potentially fun it can be here, 
and it put them at ease,” McFern said. “Some of the people they 
met that night could end up being their friends.” 

Program matches academic interests
Students spent their day meeting professors and participating 

in 30-minute classes. SRU’s Office of Admissions looked at the 
46 participants’ academic interests and placed them in classes in 
athletic training, biology, communication, criminology, educa-
tion, music, political science and other fields.

“We also offered hands-on sessions in dance, ceramics and 
theatre,” McFern said. “Students who said they were interested in 
dance actually learned a hip hop routine.” 

Lance Ayers, a high school senior from Pittsburgh who is 
legally blind, also decided to attend SRU after participating 
in Opportunity Knocks. Born with optic nerve damage, he 
participated in all the events and made connections with the 
University’s Office on Disabilities.

“I thought the program was going to be okay, but it was a lot  
of fun,” he said. “I liked spending time with other students who 
are at Slippery Rock and hearing their experiences. It made me 
feel accepted.”

Ayers, who plans to major in sport management, said he is ner-
vous about academics and time management in college. “When 
I get eye strain, I need to take a couple of hours off from home-
work,” he said.

His favorite activity was the rock climbing exercise at SRU’s 
student recreation center. “That was great. I also enjoyed walking 
around campus and getting familiar with it,” he said. 

Jackie Williams, assistant professor of exercise and rehabili-
tative sciences, said professors shared the advantages of athletic 
training education at SRU and the abundant job opportunities 
in the field. “What we tell them is that athletic training is not 
only in the high schools and the professional sports, it is in the 
military, in industrial settings and in extreme sports,” she said. 
“There are all kinds of opportunities.” 

Donald Robinson of Pittsburgh plans to major in exercise 
and rehabilitative sciences at SRU and participated in the 
Opportunity Knocks program.

“I’m kind of nervous about how hard my classes are going 
to be and how I am going to manage my time between 
studying, running track and having fun,” he said. “Still, I 
am excited to start the next part of my life and meet all the 
new people and get a whole network of friends. Opportunity 
Knocks was a great experience.” 

Robinson, who received a Pennsylvania State System of 
Higher Education Board of Governors Scholarship, said SRU 
appealed to him because it offers a doctor of physical therapy 
program. “SRU has my major and also the graduate pro-
grams and everyone there was so inviting during Opportunity 
Knocks,” he said. 

McFern said students appreciated their night in the  
residence halls. “From the surveys, we noted that they  
really enjoyed spending time with their hosts,” she said.  
“It’s very gratifying to read the surveys, see what a good time 
they had and to realize that Opportunity Knocks in many 
cases makes a big difference in them deciding to attend 
Slippery Rock University.”
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High school can sure fly by. One day you’re walking from your 
locker to classes and the next you’re ordering a graduation gown. 
But the end of high school doesn’t really hit you until it comes time 
to pick a college and leave home for the first time. 

Like any high school senior, Kristopher Hawkins of McKeesport 
said he is both excited and nervous about starting college in the fall. 
To ease his anxiety and make connections, Hawkins participated in 
Slippery Rock University’s Opportunity Knocks program; where he 
got a chance to attend college classes, socialize with other potential 
students, sleep in a residence hall for two nights and sample cam-
pus food options.

The experience convinced “Kris” to enroll as a freshman for this 
fall. “The program was extremely helpful for me in narrowing down 
my choices. I had a great time,” he said. 

Opportunity Knocks is a three-day learning 
experience for high school seniors interested 
in attending Slippery Rock University. The 
program, run by the University’s Office of 
Admissions, gives seniors the chance to sit-in 
on college classes, talk with admission and 
academic counselors and learn more about 
financial aid. Students also participate in fun 
activities associated with college. 

After receiving a Board of Governors 
Scholarship, a scholarship equivalent to year’s full tuition, Hawkins 
said knew that “The Rock” was the school for him.  “I noticed that 
students were not just a number,” Hawkins said. “The school has 
good quality, great professors and awesome people.”

Hawkins said he will graduate from a small high school and 
appreciates SRU’s caring atmosphere. “Individual attention is impor-
tant to student learning, so I’m glad I am coming here,” he said.

While in high school, Hawkins served as class president, a varsity 
cheerleader, drum major and a peer mentor. At SRU, Hawkins said he 
plans to pursue a degree in music education or international business.

“I expected SRU to be different than high school, I just didn’t 
know it would be this good,” he said. “I have no fear of not being 
accepted into the music program, but if I am not, I will be choosing 
the career of international business. At Slippery Rock, I hope to 
become a student leader, getting involved in many student activities 
including, Student Government, Marching Band and Rock Out. The 
Opportunity Knocks program is a great way to meet new people, eat 
some great food and become a little closer to achieving your goals.”

Hawkins said he has high expectations for SRU and appreciates 
the University’s ethic of community service. “I want to become 
a better person here at Slippery Rock University, not just to help 
myself, but to help the University at large. Opportunity Knocks 
allowed me to connect. It was Rocktastic.”

 

Program provides ‘Rocktastic’ time
By Justin Brown, ’11

“ Opportunity 
Knocks allowed 
me to connect.  
It was 
Rocktastic.”
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C
ollege of Education

From the Dean:
Students in the College of Education have several options for student 

teaching, which include international experiences in Mexico and Ireland, 
summer experiences in North Carolina and placements across western 
Pennsylvania in urban, suburban and rural schools. No matter what type 
of pre-service experience they choose, or whether they are hired to teach 
locally, nationally or internationally, SRU College of Education students 
are receiving outstanding preparation for their future teaching careers.

– Kathleen Strickland

Student teachers  
say “si” to Mexico 
placementsK      elly Conron, a 2009 Slippery Rock University graduate, 

said teaching physical education in Mexico is the chance of a life-
time. She teaches middle school in Mexico City, where she rubs 
elbows with famous athletes, including two synchronized swim-
mers who competed for Mexico in the ’08 Beijing Olympics. 

“They and their coach came into my aquatics class to do an 
introduction to synchronized swimming with my girls,” Conron 
said. “It was a thrill.”

SRU has made a unique commitment to international edu-
cation by taking SRU education majors each spring to the 
American School Foundation in Mexico City for their student 
teaching experience. SRU’s program, launched in 1992, has led 
to full-time employment too. Conron and ’09 graduates Dan 
Godshall, Emily Hendrickson and Kevin Rees are currently 
teaching in Mexico because of the student-teaching connections 
fostered by SRU.

“The Mexico experience has helped me grow as a first-year edu-
cator in so many ways,” Conron said. “The opportunities that are 
provided for teachers are endless. This year alone, I got to travel 

to Veracruz for a 7th grade camping trip. We had one day where 
we went white water rafting, and we had the opportunity to play 
soccer in Cruz Azul Stadium.”

There is no language barrier because all instruction at the 
American School Foundation is in English. Conron said most of 
her students are Mexican born and come from affluent families. 
She also teaches international students living in Mexico City, 
which has 8.8 million residents.

“We live in such a trendy, fun area of the city that I feel totally 
comfortable in,” Conron said. “The city itself has an amazing 
culture of arts, entertainment, recreation and fun, and there is 
no doubt in my mind that returning to the states after this inter-
national experience will make me that much more prepared and 
ready to take on any challenge placed before me. Mexico has a 
way of keeping you on your toes from day to day. This has helped 
me become more flexible, adaptable and easy going.”

Thomas Gordon, SRU professor of elementary education 
and coordinator of the Mexico program, said the experience 
would make the graduates better teachers. “Students who have 
participated in these experiences are very much in demand for 
what they bring to the classroom,” he said. “They can bring 
the wisdom and insight which they have gained back  
to Pennsylvania.”
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D        avid Dailey, Slippery Rock University professor of com-
puter science, will figure prominently when the story of scalable 
vector graphics is told in later generations. He wrote the book 
on the new computer technology. Dailey’s “An SVG Primer for 
Today’s Browsers” provides the standards for using the graphics on 
the World Wide Web Consortium. 

Dailey’s accomplishments recently earned him one of SRU’s 
highest honors, the President’s Award For Scholarly and Creative 
Achievement. The award was presented at the spring Academic 
Honors Convocation. 

“SRU has given me a chance to explore the breadth of my inter-
ests in depth,” Dailey said. “I have had great fun working here, 
teaching good students and presenting research at sites including 
Tokyo, Apple, Google and Harvard. Students appreciate the qual-
ity of education in a place that proudly advertises good faculty and 
small classes.”

Scalable vector graphics, best known as SVG to computer insid-
ers, are used to transform how spatial data is developed, analyzed 
and disseminated through the World Wide Web and through a 
range of hand-held devices. SVG is an XML language that allows 
dynamic creation of content using JavaScript within or outside the 
context of the Internet.

Dailey described SVG as an expressive medium. Using SVG  
you can build vector graphics, animate them and let readers  

From the Dean:
Our computer science students benefit from taking classes with an 

accomplished faculty member like Dr. Dailey. His work with scalable 
vector graphics demonstrates his leadership in the field. The College 
of Business, Information and Social Sciences is committed to offering 
students the best learning opportunities possible. That starts with highly 
qualified and respected professors.

     – Bruce Russell

interact with and change the graphics. He is also interested in 
graph theory and computational graphics.

“I also make a lot of Web pages concerning my various inter-
ests in language, mathematics, copyright law, technology and 
cognition,” he said.

Dailey, who was born and reared in Albuquerque, attended 
New Mexico and Colorado universities and fulfilled a language 
requirement by studying Navajo. He has a doctorate in qualita-
tive psychology from the University of Colorado.

Dailey said he has been impressed with SRU students and the 
administration’s acceptance of academic freedom and collaboration.

“The best students here are as good as those anywhere and 
have been a real joy to work with,” he said. “SRU seems to be 
not nearly so obsessed as many institutions with the artificial 
discipline boundaries that sometimes hamper collaboration  
with other fields.”

When not working with computers, Dailey said he likes to 
dabble in art, play the accordion and juggle.

David Dailey pioneers 
use of scalable  
vector graphics

(From left): Sofia Guerra, a Mexican synchronized swimmer; her coach Olga Aseeva; 
Kelly Conron, a 2009 SRU graduate; and Mariana Carreon, Mexican synchronized 
swimmer, joined forces for a teaching collaboration in Mexico City.
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From the Dean:
Professor Keller’s level of success in introducing technology to the 

dance program is a testament to her exemplary dedication to SRU stu-
dents and the teaching profession.

– Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio

  ance majors at Slippery Rock University are artfully crafting 
hybrid choreography that combines movement and video. The 
result is a new performance genre that requires students to inte-
grate live dance with projected images.

 “SRU’s dance department is one of the few departments in 
the country that has access to this type of equipment, generates 
this type of work and has a dance technology specialist on their 
faculty,” said Jennifer Keller, an associate professor of dance 
who teaches dance technology and mentors students creating 
video dances. 

Dance recently obtained $90,000 from the institution’s tech-
nology fee to make video dance a reality. The department bought 
a 5,000 lumen projector, a portable screen, stage lights, five 
MAC Book Pro workstations and five portable laptops. 

“The equipment is enriching both classroom learning and per-
formances, not only in the Field House, but also in West Gym 
and Swope Recital Hall,” Keller said. “These performances rep-
resent a higher artistic level. Access to this equipment allows stu-
dents to achieve a higher artistic level in their compositions that 

use video imagery. They spend more time on the creative process 
and achieve a more sophisticated understanding of the interactive 
elements of live dance and video.”

Todd Englander, a dance major from Wantagh, N.Y., said he 
recently performed “Knowledge Minus Lesson Equals Tests?” using 
video of a classroom. “The technology gives me another way to 
express my choreography,” he said. “I like my dance to be a narrative.” 

Several faculty and dance student workers attended a training 
workshop on using the lights and light board. Keller’s “Dance 
Technology” class uses all the equipment in its final examina-
tion presentation in the Field House Dance Studio.  Her “Dance 
Repertory” class uses the lighting equipment in the Field House 
Dance Studio for a public performance during their final examina-
tion period as well.

Englander and dance faculty traveled with the equipment 
when they attended the American College Dance Festival at 
Ohio University. Englander’s dance was selected for both the 
regional performance and the national gala at The Kennedy 
Center. The equipment was also used during Kaleidoscope, 
SRU’s spring arts festival. 

“Video dance is an extension of our composition curriculum,” 
Keller said. “This art form gives our students another creative outlet.”

D
Dance department  
integrates performance 
and technologyC
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Therapeutic recreation 
program earns  
national recognition

You won’t find many therapeutic recreation graduates on unem-
ployment. The people who help patients rehabilitate to improve 
function and reduce the effects of disability are in high demand 
 – especially Slippery Rock University graduates, said Deborah 
Hutchins, SRU assistant professor of therapeutic recreation. 

SRU’s therapeutic recreation program has been named one 
of the top 12 programs in the country for producing Certified 
Therapeutic Recreation Specialists by the National Council for 
Therapeutic Recreation Certification, a credentialing organization 
for the profession.

Hutchins said the rankings were based on the institution’s suc-
cess rate for producing graduates that pass the council’s national 
certification exam. SRU students have demonstrated a pass 
rate of 88.2 percent, compared to the national average of 72.7. 
Graduates quickly find jobs.

“Our graduates work in hospitals and rehabilitation centers, 
residential programs, long-term care settings such as assisted living 
facilities, nursing homes, recovery centers, jails and community-
service centers,” Hutchins said. “They are currently providing 
services in facilities such as Health South, LIFE Pittsburgh, 
UPMC Western Psychiatric Center, UPMC Northwest Behavioral 
Center, the Woodlands Foundation, Vintage Adult Day Services, 
Longwood at Oakmont, and Concordia Lutheran Services. Other 
graduates are employed in recreational therapy settings throughout 

From the Dean:
Therapeutic recreation is an exciting and growing field that offers abundant 

employment opportunities. Our students have consistently demonstrated their 
competency by scoring above the national average on the certification exam. 
Mentoring by faculty such as Dr. Hutchins and Dr. Colleen Cooke, both formally 
recognized by their national association as outstanding educators, has pre-
pared them to be leaders on the job or in graduate school. 

– Susan Hannam

the United States, including facilities in North Carolina, Florida, 
Nevada, Ohio, New York, Virginia, Georgia, and Illinois.” 

Therapeutic recreation, often referred to as recreational therapy, 
is a growing program at SRU. Graduates work with children,  
adolescents and/or adults. In recent years, SRU has also offered a 
3+3 physical therapy option. 

SRU therapeutic recreation students have the added advantage  
of selecting from a number of minors and support programs that 
boost their job marketability. “Students may choose to minor in 
adapted physical activity, psychology, gerontology, special educa-
tion or criminology,” Hutchins said. “Students can also specialize  
in aquatics, therapeutic riding or outdoor adventures.”

The therapeutic recreation program has received national recog-
nition from the American Therapeutic Recreation Association for 
“Excellence in Education” twice, Hutchins said. “SRU’s therapeu-
tic recreation program is a great opportunity for students who are 
interested in working with individuals with disabilities in a creative 
and unique way.” 

Mark Wellman (above), who was paralyzed from the waist down in a mountain climb-
ing accident, shows therapeutic recreation students techniques for adapted climbing.

Todd Englander, a dance major from Wantash, N.Y., uses video projection to perform 
his choreography “Knowledge Minus Lesson Equals Tests?”
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UNIVeRSIty ADVAnCEmEnT 

The generosity of alumni and friends, in the form of private 
scholarship dollars, has helped to make Slippery Rock University 
the first choice among colleges for 85 percent of our incoming 
freshmen. For many promising students, paying for a college 
education would not be possible without scholarship support. 
How exciting to know that our scholarship donors play such a 
significant role in the lives of our students. 

Donors have the opportunity to create and contribute to 
annual scholarships – those available immediately to help stu-
dents, – and endowed scholarships that provide awards in per-
petuity. Funds contributed are endowed (protected, never to be 
expended) and interest earned from investment returns is used 
for scholarship awards. In addition, donors may also provide 
scholarship assistance by giving to the Scholarship Challenge, 
a matching fund program created in 2008 by the SRU 
Foundation Inc. The Scholarship Challenge provides supple-
mental funds to students who have unanticipated financial need 
as a result of the challenging economic times. 

In this special report, we salute donors who made gifts  
of $500 or more to a scholarship account during the period  
of July 1, 2008 through Dec. 31, 2009, as well as donors 
who made gifts of $2,500 or more to an endowed scholar-
ship during The Campaign for Slippery Rock University from 
Jan. 1, 2000 through Dec. 31, 2009. During this success-
ful 10-year Campaign, scholarship awards increased from 
$888,996 in academic year 2000-2001 to $2,052,925 in  
academic year 2009-2010 – an increase of 131 percent.  
For a complete list of all endowed scholarship donors, go to 
http://www.sru.edu/advancement

Scholarship donors who are also Lifetime Giving Club members are 
annotated as Diamond = D ($1M+); Emerald = E ($500K+);  
Sapphire = S ($100K+); Ruby = R ($50K+); Aquamarine = Aq ($25K+); 
Amethyst = Am ($10K+); Peridot = P ($5K+)

$1,000,000+
Winner Foundation 

$500,000+
First National Bank of Slippery Rock

$250,000+
Alfred J. Barnes ’38 *, S
First National Bank of Pennsylvania

$100,000+
Grace H. (Hildebrand) Allen ’35*, S
Joseph Allen *, S
Grady W. Cooper, S
Helen (Magee) Cooper *, S
Howard Headland *, S
Margaret (Rehm) Headland, S
Bonnie A. (Gangone) Lukasik  
    ’63 #, S
Joseph Lukasik #, S
Pearl K. Stoner *, E
Helen K.(Funkhouser) Thompson 
    ’30 *, S

$50,000+
Dorotha (Elder) Anderson ’37, S
Anna M. (Reed) Campbell  ’46, R
Robert B. Campbell *, R
Charles S. and Mary Coen  
    Family Foundation
Nien Y. Cheng *, S
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur William  
    Phillips Charitable Trust
Carolyn C. Rizza #, E
Paul F. Rizza #, E
Ruth W. (Dougherty) Roose ’54, R
Thomas A. Roose *, R
Run for Roch
Janet L. (Westerwick) Sargert ’63, R
Laurice F. Sargert, R
Mary E.(Kimmel) Taylor ’43 , R
John E. Taylor *, R

$30,000+
Barbara B. Blackstone, Aq
Michael J. Cleary. R
Dorothy B. (Book) Conway ’46, Aq
Duane L. Conway ’56 *, Am
John W. Conway, S

(From left): John Conway and his wife Kathryn Conway; SRU student and 
Rock Opportunity Scholarship recipient Ethan Wills; and Betty Wingard, 
’61 and Hal Wingard, ’60, enjoyed each other’s company at the annual 
scholarship luncheon. Both couples have established named scholarships and 
the Wingards have contributed to the Scholarship Challenge program.

Kathryn Conway, S
Donna Couillard-Getreuer ’74, Aq
Robert H. Coulson ’56, Aq
Sheila I. Drohan ’74, S
Betty Hess #, S
Darrell Hess ’54 #, S
Herbert W. Hunt ’67, Aq
Elinor R. Jeffrey ’79, Aq
Robert S. Jeffrey,  Aq
David C. Knopp #, Aq
Victoria L. Knopp #, Aq
Marjorie L. (Christy) Maguire ’37 
     *, Aq
Vernon Mayer, Aq
Donald E. Phillips ‘51 *, Aq
Therese (Hudacek) Phillips ’52, Aq
John P. Phillips ‘69 *, Aq
Michele Phillips, Aq
William J. Schmitt ’65, Aq
Susan E. Schmitt ’68, Aq
Jane Scott-Cleary, R
Barbara Springer, Aq
Michael R. Springer, Aq
James M. Stracka ’80, Aq
Ronda S. (Romesburg) Stracka  
    ’81, Aq
Rhoda E. Taylor, Aq
Barry K. Thompson ’87, Aq
Barry E. Welsch ’73, S
Rayanne Welsch, S
Wolves Club of New Castle  
    Den No. 1

$20,000+
Anonymous (1)
Doug Anderson, S
Lori Anderson, S
Lyle E. Anderson, S
Susan Anderson, S
William O. Boggs, Am
Butler County Bar Association
David Cross, Am
Coraopolis Wolves Club Den IX
The Eberly Family Charitable Trust
Helen R. Ferguson ’48, Aq
Daniel P. Gillen ’78 #, Aq
Monique Gillen #, Aq
Eleanor R. (Cotrell) Hartzell ’39, R
Herbert F. Hartzell ’35, R
Louis J. Heitlinger, Aq
David Jones, S
Karen (Anderson) Jones, S

Kathleen Kellinger, Am
Carl L. Laughner ’49 *, Aq
Norma A. (Watson) Laughner  
    ’48, Aq
John B. Madden ’42 *, Aq
June L. Manchester *, Am
Ronald L. Manchester ’53, Am
Carol J. Matteson ’68, Aq
Glenn Nelson, Aq
Ramona Nelson, Aq
Darren Nicklin, S
Sue (Anderson) Nicklin, S
Peter J. Oesterling ’78, Aq
Judy Oesterling, Aq
Quality Aggregates, Inc.
Dennis Raybuck, Am
Rebecca Raybuck ’73, Am
Clarence Reed *, Aq
Hazel (Andrews) Reed ’24 *, Aq
Charlotte H. Shapiro *, Aq
Gayle Shiner, Am
William Shiner, Am
Harry D. Spataro ’51, Am
Patricia Spataro, Am
K. Marie Swope *, Am
Jane Teague, Aq
Norman B. Teague, Aq
Lynn C. Thompson, Aq
Edward P. Vincent, S
Sophie (Hardwood) Vincent ’72, S

$10,000+
Rita E. Abent, Am
Mary R. Adair, Am
Nancy Aebersold, Aq
Robert N. Aebersold, Aq
Anonymous
Delores S. Boyer *, Am
M. Kate Brennan, Aq
Burger King Corporation
Antonio Capone, Am
Carolyn Capone, Am
David O. Cashdollar ’74, Aq
Kathleen Cashdollar, Aq
Linda Cohen, Am
Mark J. Cohen, Am
Nile D. Coon *, R
Ruth (Vaughan) Coon ’52, R
Edwin B. Cottrell ’43, Am
Mildred L. (Weed) Cottrell ’43, Am
Gregory A. Crawford, Am
Merle J.(Moses) Crawford ’79, Am

A special 

Thank you
to our 
scholarship 
donors

(From left): Norma Laughner, ’48, visits with SRU student Teresa 
DeBacco, a recipient of the Carl and Norma Watson Laughner 
Scholarship. Carl Laughner ’49, who recently passed away, was the former 
SRU alumni director.
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Elizabeth R. Curry *, Am
Barbara C. Davis ’65, Aq
Robert A. Davis, Aq
Gay K. Dull, Aq
James E. Dull ’50 *, Aq
Lillian A. (Marks) Dunsmore  
    ’77, Aq
Richard M. Dunsmore ’75, Aq
Epic Boot Camp, LLC
Marvin Fields, Aq
Barbara J. Hannan, Aq
Robert W. Hannan ’61, Aq
David K. Harper, Am
Howard M. Harper ’52, Am
Jean Harper, Am
Karen Harper, Am
Agnes Hasson *, Am
Edwin Hasson *, Am
Frank M. Hoffman, Am
Ruth Hoffman, Am
Carol L. (Grolemund) Holland 
    ’86 #, Am
Tom Holland #, Am
George Kaluger *, Am
Meriem (Fair) Kaluger ’43 *, Am
John E. Knight, Jr., Aq
William F. Lindgren, Am
Catherine D. Miller, Aq
Joette L. Miller ’73 #, S
Wayne L. Miller ’71, Aq
Joseph D. Monteleone, Am
Catherine V. Morsink, Aq
Motorola, Inc. 
Robert Murray ’71, Aq
Louis Pappan, Aq
Patty Pappan, Aq
Jacob J. Right ’04, Am
Pamela J. (Minoski) Runac ’69, Aq
Blase S. Scarnati *, Am
Mary Scarnati, Am
Michael H. Sharp ’83, Am
Ramona Smith #, R
Robert M. Smith #, R
Bonita Steel, Am
Mack J. Steel, Am
Michael D. Steele #, S
Tiger Interest  LLP
Frederick W. Vincent ’80, Am
Kathleen Vincent, Am
Patricia Vincent, Am
Roger Vincent, Am
Jeffrey W. Wangler ’81, Am

Endowed Scholarship Donors

Jean Pagano with student Adam 
Baumgardner

Phyllis and Stan Kendziorski with  
student Nyssa Mendoza

Lucy Sack, ’67 with student Jill Michalsky Margaret Headland ’40 with students Jason 
Werkin, Alicia Bey, and Breanna McConnell

*Deceased       # Scholarship Challenge Donor
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$25,000+
Jerome F. Bejbl ’63 #, E
Kathleen T. Bejbl ’63 #, E
WaterStone

$10,000+
Autism Opportunities Network  
    of PA, Inc.
Harry J. Brownfield ’50 *, Am
Martha D. Brownfield, Am
Mary Crawford #, Am
Crawford Consulting Services #
John C. Rezk, Am
SRU Student Government  
    Association, Inc.

Beverly (Lauffer) Suhr ’52 #, R
Henry B. Suhr, Jr. #, R
Susan H. Tritt ’72, Aq

$5,000+
Allen and O’Hara Development  
    Company
John and Frances Beck  
    Family Foundation #
Jason de Wolfe, P
DRS Architects, Inc.
Daniel P. Gillen ’78 #, Aq
Monique Gillen #, Aq
Richard D. McKissock, Am
Doug McMullen #, Aq

Linda McMullen #, Aq
McMullen Travel & Tours, Inc. #
Mistick Construction #
National City Bank  
    of Pennsylvania – Pittsburgh
Carolyn C. Rizza #, E
Paul F. Rizza #, E
Charles S. Sanders ’86, P
Ramona Smith #, R
Robert M. Smith #, R
Shaaron E. Thomas, Am
William K. Thomas, Am
The Triangle Tech Group
Urban Settlement Services LLC
Richard M. Wukich, R

$3,000+
Anonymous
David J. Brownfield
Anthony E. Cialella ’92, P
Vincent Furtkevic ’73, P
Janis Hall #, Aq
Terry L. Hall ’71 #, Aq
Eric L. Holmes ’93, P
James C. Hughes #, Am
Judith Hughes #, Am
Jean Klein #, Am
Mel Klein ’49 #, Am
Bruce McKim ’86 #, P
Ellen McKim #, P
Jodi McCafferty, Am

Robert McCafferty, Am
North Country Brewing Company
F. Duane Rose, Am
Karen J. (McKeag) Watson ’73 #, R
Robert J. Watson ’70 #, R
Iris Wilcox #, Am
Kenneth L. Wilcox ’89 #, Am
Betty A.(Heny) Wingard ’61 #, Am
Harold Wingard ’60 #, Am

$2,500+
Julianne Agar 
Rodney W. Agar 
Armstrong Group of Companies
AVI Foodsystems, Inc.
Georgia Berner #, R
Berner International Corporation #
Betty J. (Postlethwait) Bracken ’46 #
Jack L. Bracken # *
Cashdollar and Associates, LLC
Kathlene Contres #
Dorothy B. Conway ’46, Aq
Duane L. Conway ’56 *, Aq
Davic, Inc. #
Dillon McCandless King Coulter  
    & Graham LLP
Eisler Landscapes, Inc.
Fairfield Inn by Marriott  
    at University Park
First National Insurance Agency
Gateway Engineers
Grove City County Market
Phyllis A. Kenziorski, Am
Stanley Kendziorski, Am
David C. Knopp #, Aq
Victoria L. Knopp #, Aq
McCrory & McDowell, LLC
Joette L. Miller ’73 #, S
Mistick Construction
Penelope A. Paschka ’77, P
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Ann Marie Rotge, P
Larry R. Rotge, P
Royal Bank of Canada  
    Wealth Management
Clara C. Settlemire, Am
Siemens Communications, Inc.
Michael D. Steele #, S
Robert S. Taylor ’78, Aq
United Plate Glass
Carol L. (Anderson) Woodward  
    ’61, P
Richard V. Woodward, P

$2,000+
Bruce L. Adams ‘43
Benjamin L. Addison ’83, Aq
American International Group,  
    Inc. - VALIC
Building Controls & Services, Inc.
Gary V. Charmel ’86, P
Jennie Charmel, P
Elaine S. (Bobletz) Enfonde ’90, P
Michael Enfonde, P
Stephen J. Fedell
David L. Geesey ’56, P
LaVonne Geesey, P
Maureen Lowe, Am
Marilyn Lueken, P
Jannet E. (Mayer) McCollum ’52, P
Carl T. McGary ’83, Am
Patrick R. Mooney ’61 #, P

Endowed Scholarship Donors (continued)
Virginia Mooney #, P
Fred B. Roby ’53, P
Mary P. Roby, P
Barbara Russell, Am
Randall L. Russell ’66, Am
Regis I. Schiebel ’57, Am
Charles H. Sheetz ’74, Am
Gail Sheetz, Am
Mark A. Shotwell #, Am
Marvin Wilenzik, Am
Nancy L. (McCracken) Wilenzik  
    ’65, Am
Lee (Hauer) Williams ’91, Aq
William F. Williams, Aq
Mark T. Young ’80 #, P
Rosie Young #, P
Judith L. Zarenko ’71, Am
Patricia Zyroll #, P
Samuel Zyroll ’78 #, P

$1000+
A. Francis & Associates, Inc.
Nancy Allenbaugh, P
William G. Allenbaugh ’90, P
American Society of Safety  
    Engineers
Deborah A. Baker #, Am
Eliott G. Baker #, Am
Elizabeth A. Berkely ’70, P
Raymond W. Bitar Sr.  
    Attorney at Law
Diane E. Breidenstein
Butler County Symphony  
    Association, Inc.
Joseph M. Cali, P
Lisa D. Cali, P
Joanne Carothers, Am
Raymond E. Carothers ’73, Am
Franklin M. Carr ’50 #
Mary L. Carr #
Oliver F. Cashdollar, P
Cavcon Construction Co.
Charlotte E. Currie, Am
Quentin P. Currie ’62, Am
D. Simpson, Inc.
Barbara C. Davis ’65, Am
Robert A. Davis, Am
James Dawson #
Sally A. (Zarvis) Dawson ‘64 #
Cynthia A. Dillon ’96, Am
Raymond R. Flickner ’56, P
Florida Corporate Realty
George T. Force, Am
Christina (Cari) Garbart ‘70 #
John Garbart #
George M. Geissel, P
Roberta Geissel, P
Annette Heinz, P
Kurt R. Heinz ’76, P
Francis J. Hensler #, P
Betty Hess #, R
Darrell J. Hess ’54 #, R
John A. Hicks ’62 #, Am
Judith F. Hicks ’62 #, Am
Patricia A. Hladio, Am
Karen Hunt, Am
Ronald J. Hunt ’73, Am
Geraldine M. Jackson ’65 #
Joseph D. Monteleone Agency
Julea Partners L.P.
Jacey (Laidacker) Kennedy ‘05
Alicia (Stackhouse) Kopp ’86, Am

$5000+
Anonymous
Charles R. Aufmann *, P
Mary L. (Graham) Aufmann ’53, P
Barbara Beahm, P
Betty J. (Boyer) Borello ’74, P
Robert S. Borello ’71, P
Loyal K. Briggs ’38 *, P
Glen W. Brunken, Am
Geraldine Cashdollar, P
Oliver F. Cashdollar,Jr., P
Citi Global Impact Funding  
    Trust, Inc.
Consumer Direct Sports  
    Supplies, Inc.
Cheryl Costello, P
Joseph A. Costello ’68, P
Stephen C. Coulon ’80, P
Susan Coulon, P
Fred D. Dillner, P
Rose (Spataro) Dillner ’57, P
Feliciata L. DiPasquale ’55, P
Kyle F. Dresden, Am
Elizabeth C. Farr, P
Jeffrey Y. Forrest, P
Kimberly Y. Z. Forrest, P
Furniture Galleries/Carpet One
Beverly M. Gocal, P
Anne M. Griffiths, Am

Andrea Hawkins, Am
James S. Hawkins ’71, Am
Georgia A. Heid, P
Margery L. Himes, P
Phyllis A. Kendziorski, Am
Stanley Kendziorski, Am
Karen A. Krepinevich-Wicke ’81, P
Allen W. McClymonds, Am
Melissa McClymonds, Am
George F. McDowell ’82, Am
Zoe (Frelick) McDowell ’86, Am
James Meyer, Am
Mary H. Meyer, Am
Alan B. Offstein, P
Patti Offstein, P
Leona C. Parascenzo, Am
Marino Parascenzo, Am
Plummer Slade, Inc.
Garry Quast, Am
Jacque Quast, Am
Louis Razzano, Am
Virginia Razzano, Am
Frederick Richardson, R
Marcia D. Richardson, R
Clarice R. Rose, Am
Rich Rose ’55, Am
David A. Sabolcik ’88, P
Kristin Sabolcik, P
Champ R. Storch, Aq
Marjorie L. Storch, Aq

Carol Ann Taylor *, Aq
Robert S. Taylor ’78, Aq
Stephen T. Wicke ’82, P
Iris Wilcox #, P
Kenneth L. Wilcox ’89, #, P
Lee (Hauer) Williams ’91, Aq
William F. Williams, Aq

$2500+
ARAMARK Corporation
Carol M. Chmielewski #, P
Jerry G. Chmielewski #, P
C. Douglas Clinger. Jr.
Jean R. Clinger, P
Robert A. Cohen
Caroline Como
Gregory S. Como
Natalie M. (Nunes) Conway ‘88
Cynthia A. Dillon ’96, Aq
Marilyn Dispirito, Am
Robert G. DiSpirito, Am
Diana Y. Dreyer #, Am
George Force, Aq
Delphine Oehms Hamilton
Fran Hamilton, P
Susan E. Hannam, Am
Billie Hunkler, Am
Richard F. Hunkler, Am
Ashi Joshi, P

Kevin R. Kopp, Am
Kraus Family Foundation #
David V. LaMolinare
Lisa (Baldinger) LaMolinare
Sally (Jackson) Lennox ’59 #, Am
William C. Lennox ’59 #, Am
Genevieve Lescsak ’43 #
Alan H. Levy
Scott R. McCaskey ‘08
Joanne L. McKeag ’55, Am
Joseph D. Monteleone, Am
John A. Nichols, Am
Charles Norton #
Lois Norton #
Paula Olivero #, P
Joyce L. Patterson ’76, Am
Patrick P. Phelan ‘64
Price Builders & Developers, Inc.
Garry Quast, Am
Jacque Quast, Am
Bruce W. Russell ’72 #, Am
Sue E. Russell ’93 #, Am
Andrew Sekel
Jeffery C. Siemianowski ’74, P
Mary Siemianowski, P
Slippery Rock Bartramian  
    Audubon Society
Sheryl E. Smith ’74 #
Elaine M. Sullivan ’74, Am
Champ R. Storch, Aq
Marjorie L. Storch, Aq
Bruce R. Taylor ‘69
Dennis L. Tilko ’76, P
Michelle Tilko, P
Hallie D. Trautman, Am
Timothy Trautman ’73, Am
Nick P. Trombetta ’76, P
Ed Tursic ’62 #, Am
Suzanne Vass
Lorraine Veltri
Matthew J. Veltri ‘81
Thomas R. Yaksick ‘76
Amanda A. Yale #, P
Mark Yale #, P

$500+
Rita E. Abent #, Am
Larry Allison #
Tracy A. Allison #
Becky (Chambers) Bassett *
Harry W. Bassett ‘51
David E. Belka ‘63
Janice L. Belka ‘65
Donna L. Bennington ‘72
Vernice P. Cain, P
Dean V. Camp ’80, Am
Diane Camp, Am
Monica (Young) Campagna ’83 #, P
Victor P. Campagna ’82 #, P
Marcia K. Carlson ‘48
Deborah J. Cohen #
Gloria Combine, P
Mark S. Combine, P
Marjorie A. Corona ‘56
Rudolph Corona ‘56
Nancy L. (Fleming) Cruikshank  
    ’05 #, P
Scott Cruikshank #, P
James W. Cunningham ‘74
Jeanette Cunningham
Charles T. Curry, P
Eugenia L. Curry, P

John E. Denbow ‘38
Margaret Denbow
First National Bank of Pennsylvania
Judith (Miron) Frederick ’69, P
Robert E. Frederick ’69, P
Barry Frigot, P
Pamela J. (Seibel) Frigot ’79, P
Ginger Hill Tavern
Angelo L. Gioiosa ‘63
David F. Glover
Kimberly Glover
Judith Hanby #, P
Kenneth R. Hanby ’63 #, P
Patrick J. Harvey
Darlene L. Haupt
Todd R. Haupt ‘87
Laurel L. Heilman ‘86
Franklyn H. Heyl, P
Highmark of Erie Pennsylvania
Janet M. Hollack ‘67
Donald J. Huddart ’87 #
John D. Hyland ‘54
IHM Facility Services
Dianne L. Kelly ’73, Am
Donald S. Kelly ’56, Am
Karen Kiefer, Am
Samuel M. Kiefer ’79, Am
Rhea S. Klenovich ‘88
Joseph A. Kolozi ‘71
Donna Lowry ’60 #, P
Robert A. Lowry ’49 #, P
Ann Lueken, Am
Paul A. Lueken, Am
Frank Mangery
Dennis Mason ‘77
John McKnight
Sharon A. (Weidl) McKnight ‘73
George J. Mihalik ’74, Am
Laura (Lanich) Mihalik ’76, Am
Mario E. Moreira ’84, P
Seeme Moreira ’85, P
Jerome F. O’Malley, P
Teresa O’Malley, P
Mary Oberlin, P
Roger L. Oberlin, P
Corrie J. Odom ’95 #
Brian W. Pearl ‘70
Dean Piccirillo ’89, P
Monica Piccirillo, P
Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball
PNC Bank
Erin M. Pratt ’86 #
Michael Pratt ’86 #
Melinda M. Ristvey
Thomas Ristvey
Gail Sabanosh ’76, P
Martha A. Schaaf ‘47
Steve J. Shefchek ‘73
Slippery Rock Area HS  
    Band Boosters
Dorothy Stewart
Stanley Stewart
Charles Tichy #, P
Natalya Tichy #, P
Gerald R. Uzarski
Janice Uzarski
Edward J. Walsh, P
Frances H. Walsh, P
Eugene J. Wilhelm, P
Joanne Wilhelm, P
William F. Young, Jr.  
    Funeral Home, Inc.

*Deceased       # Scholarship Challenge Donor

Annual Scholarship Donors

Ruth Coon, ’52 with students Bethany 
Rupert, Sara Wolowicz, and Natalee 
Bufalini

James, ’71 and Andrea Hawkins, with 
student Meghan McHenry

Ross Pisano and Richard Marchondia 
(Coraopolis Wolves Club) with students 
Nicholas Giannandrea, Amber Myers, 
and Justin Bibbo

Harry ’54 and Patricia Spataro with 
student Leslie Kramer

*Deceased       # Scholarship Challenge Donor

Sharadchandra W. Joshi, P
Lake Latonka Bassmasters
Lambda Tau Nursing Honor Society
Joseph A. Lisciandro ’72, P
Molly (O’Neil) Lisciandro ’74, P
Susanne L. (Lyons) Maxey ’57, P
William Maxey, P
Eric M. Minoski
Daniel M. Morra ’77, P
Sylvia Morra, P
Pappan’s Family Restaurant, Inc.
Brian J. Pardee
Karyn R. (Knauss) Pardee
RBC Wealth Management
Don Shaffer, P
Pearl A. Shaffer ’91, P
G. Arlene Shultz *, Aq
H. C. Shultz ’54, Aq
Claudia Sigmund, P
William R. Sigmund, P
SRU Math Department #
Stacey G. Steele, P
Terry S. Steele, P
Cora L. Stephens
Floyd Stephens
Jo Ann Succop
Thomas C. Succop
Caryn S. Trapp #,P
Genevieve M. Tvrdik, Am
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More than 225 guests joined University President Robert and 
Ramona Smith for a fun evening of dinner and dancing at the 
2010 President’s Gala in the Garden in historic North Hall. The 
gala, presented by the Slippery Rock University Foundation Inc., 
raised more than $100,000 to support student scholarships –  
a 20 percent increase in proceeds compared to the 2008 gala.

The silent auction was especially successful, bringing in 
nearly $20,000. 

“I am proud of the efforts made by a fantastic team of volunteers 
and staff to transform North Hall into the perfect setting for our 

Gala in the Garden,” said Barbara Ender, vice 
president of University Advancement. 

“It was a wonderful opportunity 
to showcase the University while 
raising much needed support 
for student scholarships.”

Volunteers transformed North Hall and the courtyard into 
garden-themed spaces. Guests moved from one area to another 
with different cuisine in each space, contributing to the ambience 
and atmosphere of the evening.

“Many guests commented on the wonderful food, the inviting 
atmosphere and the impressive array of silent auction items, many 
of which were incorporated into the decorations throughout the 
venue,” Ender said.

More than 140 individuals and businesses donated more than 
170 auction items. Guests bid on vacation packages, jewelry, art 
and gift certificates for restaurants and regional cultural attrac-
tions such as museums. A jazz band in North Hall and a dance 
band in the University Club kept the evening lively. 

If you were unable to attend the Gala, it’s not too late to con-
tribute to the student scholarship fund. To donate, call  
the Office of University Advancement at 724.738.2004.

President’s

raises scholarship  
support for students
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Weddings

CLASS NOteSALUmnI ASSOCIAtION RePORtEditorial Information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply contact us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1-800-GET-ROCK 
or fax us at 724.738.4784. It is our policy not to publish engagements or pregnancies; however, we publish marriages and births.

(M) - Denotes master’s degree, (F) - Denotes faculty member, (FR) - Denotes friend of the University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes

CLASS NOteS

Births and Adoptions

1950s 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Class of 1954 got 
together for their annual reunion in 
September 2009 at Seven Springs.

Art Steves, ’58, a 26-year wrestling 
coach, was honored by Union City High 
School as part of its second class of 
Wall of Achievement honorees. The 
Pennsylvania Wrestling Coaches Hall 
of Fame honored him in 1989, and in 
2001, he was inducted into the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame.

1960s

Jim Perry, ’63, Becky Hutchinson 
Perry, ’63, Joe DePalma, ’65, 
and Judy DePalma (F), are pictured 
here proudly wearing their SRU  
shirts on their recent vacation to  
Las Vegas.

Sharon Sachs Schaefer, ’67, is on the 
executive board for the American Guild 
of Organists, Pittsburgh Chapter, and 
has served as a board member for the 
Pittsburgh-based ensemble, Chatham 
Baroque. She and husband, Larry, have 
been married for 43 years.

M.J. Schmidt Burnett, ’69, and 
Sharon Balogh Janosko, ’70, enjoyed 
the alumni reception at Dubsdread Golf 
Course in Orlando in March.

1970s
James Hawkins, ’71, has been 
named Citizen of the Year by the  
Venango County Chamber of 
Commerce. Hawkins coaches youth 
baseball and golf, and serves with the 
Oil City Jaycees, Oil City Kiwanis Club, 
Oil City Parking Authority. He is a 
former board member for the Slippery 
Rock University Foundation Inc.

Jody Brylinsky, ’77, ’79 (M), has been 
selected as the 2010 Woman of the Year 
by Western Michigan University and the 

Varsity “W” Club board of 
directors. She is a profes-
sor and coordinator of the 
master of arts in sport 
performance program  
at WMU.

Dan Morra, ’77, was the winner of the 
24th annual Henrico Theatre Company 
One-Act Playwriting Competition. His 
comedy “Safe at Home” was produced 
at the Cultural Arts Center in Glen Allen, 
Va., for twelve shows in February.

1980s
Col. Kevin Jacobsen, ’80, has been 
named a brigadier general-commander 
for the U.S. Air Force Office of Special 
Investigation at Andrews Air Force Base 
in Maryland.

Doreen Poreba, ’80, president of 
PR Czar, Inc., in Florida, recently 
won the Award of Distinction and a 
Judges’ Award from the Florida Public 
Relations Association for a project she 
completed for the Humane Society of 
Treasure Coast.

yvonne young Garrett, ’81, was pro-
moted to assistant city manager for the 
City of La Mesa, Calif., near San Diego, 
in January. 

Charlie Fischer, ’84 (M), has been 
recognized by the Pennsylvania 
Certification Board as a member of 
the first class of certified addictions 
counselors in Pennsylvania. Fischer, an 
addictions counselor at Sharon Regional 
Health System’s Behavioral Health 
Services, has more than 30 years ser-
vice at Sharon Regional.

Scott Hasselman, ’84, is the new 
executive director of the Early Childhood 
Resource Center in Canton, Ohio. 

Dale Wagner, ’88, 
fulfilled a lifelong dream 
recently by reaching the 
Summit of Mt. Everest 
on May 19, 2009. The 
Summit is also called the 
top of the world since it is the highest 
place on earth (8850 m).

Richard Rizzardi, ’89, has become 
senior vice president and general 
manager of Archway in Rogers, Minn. 
Archway provides marketing solutions 
and business process outsourcing 
services. Before joining Archway, 
Rizzardi was an executive vice president 
of account management at Campbell 
Mithum, an advertising agency in 
Minneapolis.

Michael Saraka, ’89 (M), completed 
the Warrior Leader Course conducted 
by the 3rd BN 166th Regiment, Non-
Commissioned Officer Academy, at  

Fort Indiantown Gap in February. 
Saraka, director of alumni relations 
at SRU, is also a member of the 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard.

1990s
Debra Havrilla Fitzsimons, ’91 (M), 
is Vice Chancellor of Administrative 
Affairs at the University of Hawaii at 
Hilo. Fitzsimons lives in Hilo with her 
husband, Shawn, and daughter, Lauren.

Michael Firch, ’92, was named assis-
tant principal at Sussex [Del.] Tech High 
School. Firch earned his master of edu-
cation in secondary school counseling 
and his administrator’s certificate from 
Wilmington College. 

Grace Bickert, ’93 (M), was saluted 
recently by the Shaler Area School 
District board of education for her 37 
years work as a kindergarten teacher 
at Marzolf Primary School and her 
dedication to helping create a close-knit 
district committee. She is the author 
of three books published by Incentive 
Publications, including her latest, 
“Including the Special Needs Child.” 
Bickert’s other books are “Food to 
Learn and Grow On” and “Celebration 
Centers.” 

T.J. Hess, ’97, has moved from CBS 
Pittsburgh radio station B94 to sister 
station Star 100.7 to produce and 
host the “Party to Go” program heard 
on Fridays from 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. and 
Saturdays from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Joe Keiper, ’93, has been named exec-
utive director of the Virginia Museum of 
Natural History at Martinsville.

William Bates, ’94, was named princi-
pal of Herndon High School in Herndon, 
Va. Prior to joining Herdon High School, 
Bates served as assistant principal  
at Centreville High School, also in north-
ern Virginia.

William McKinney, ’96 (M), has 
been recognized by Cambridge Who’s 
Who for demonstrating leadership  
and excellence in ecological construc-
tion. Cambridge Who’s Who, which  
includes 500,000 members nation-
wide, is an online networking platform. 
McKinney is senior project manager for 
engineering services at the University 
of Houston.

2000s
Christopher Rolinson, ’00, a pho-
tojournalism professor at Point Park 
University, has recently completed a 
four-year project documenting western 
Pennsylvania’s state parks, wildlife and 
forest preserves. He selected 83 pho-
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1990s
Tricia Lipp Flock, ’95, and husband, 
Joseph, announce the birth of their 
daughter July 20, 2009. This is the Flocks 
second daughter.

Carrie McNorton Hemmerlin, ’97, and 
husband, Michael, announce the birth of 
a daughter, Merynne Carrie, November 
12, 2009. Merynne has an older sister, 
Michaella, who is two.

2000s
Kristy Skof Elliott, ’00, and Chris 
Elliott, ’00, announce the birth of 

their second child, Christopher Jay, 
December 14, 2009. The Elliotts also 
have a daughter, Ali and reside in 
Greensburg.

Marnie Schauer O’Connor, ’00, and 
husband, Dan, announce the birth of 
their son, Jack Michael, January 18. He 
has an older brother, Patrick, born May 
7, 2007.

Brooke Benedict Catterall, ’02, 
and husband, Andrew, announce the 
birth of their third child, Seliah Marie, 
December 9, 2009. She joins older 
brother, Declan Michael, and older sis-
ter, Ella Grace. The family resides  
in Pittsburgh.

tographs for the book “Our State Parks 
– Western Pennsylvania.”

Rebecca Langguth, ’02, earned 
beauty pageant honors in November 
and appeared on ABC’s “Good Morning 
America.” Langguth owns Blair Dance 
Academy. She won the Overall Most 
Beautiful Supreme title in the East Coast 
USA pageant in Harrisburg.

Allison Seidenstricker, ’02, had 
one of her dance choreographies 
included in a recent special program  
at the Braverson Theater in McKees 
Rocks. Seidenstricker, now with the 
Aseld Contemporary Dance Co., has 
danced with a number of New York 
dance companies.

Nate Sinnott, ’03, has joined the fac-
ulty at California Lutheran University. 
Sinnot has worked in theater for more 
than a decade, designing more than 50 
productions in a wide range of genres. 
He earned a master’s degree in the-
ater set design from the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.

Melissa Hilty, ’04, and Jason 
Oberholtzer, ’00, worked behind the 
scenes at the 2010 Winter Olympic 
Games in Vancouver. Both were involved 
with setting up various event sites for 
the games.

Michelle Scanlon, ’07, graduated 
from Georgetown University with 
a Master of Arts degree in Conflict 
Resolution in May 2009.

Jonathan Despot, ’08, created a 
fitness club where he teaches at  
Altoona Area Junior High School. The 
project dubbed “Altoona Area High 
School Goes Global,” has more than  
85 teams. The project has blossomed  
to include a goal for teams to walk 
25,000 miles – a distance equal to the 
earth’s circumference. 

Kevin Dobson, ’08, discovered hav-
ing a caveman mentality can be profit-
able. In fact, it earned him $10,000 
in the Verizon FloS “Ultimate Man 
Cave” makeover contest. To see the 
video visit: www.noplacelikefios.com/
mancave, then click on the “Kevin 
Dobson” video.

Kelly McBane, ’08, an SRU theater 
graduate and award-winning makeup 
artist, was profiled in the September 
2009 edition of Makeup Magazine. 
McBane is a fellow at the Contemporary 
American Theatre Company of 
Columbus, Ohio.

Heaven Felmy, ’10, from Selinsgrove, 
has been named the private art instruc-
tor for adults with special needs at the 
YMCA Arts Center in Sunbury.

In Memory
Mabel Gardner Uber ’35
Dorothy Cotton Pitzer ’41
Emily Vukmir Pavlovic ’49
Billie Miller ’51
Marjorie Pershing ’51
David Bashor ’53
Gloria DeMartini ’55
Duane Conway ’56
Ronald Crawford  ’56
Harry Schoolitz ’56
Martha Burton ’60
Barbara Sweda Sterle ’61
Peggy Waugaman Haye ’64
Robert Kellerman ’64
Virginia Bengtson ’65
John Harvey ’67
Henry Keller ’68
Linda Livengood ’69
Thomas Bryson ’71
Joanne Genova Sujansky ’72

Deborah Nagy ’75
Michael Auman ’78
Stella Kiriakou ’78
Thomas Levenduski ’79
Beth Kuhlber Douds ’81
Julie Galens Wilson ’85
Peter Curdo ’89
Robert  Parks ’89
Candice Berner ’00
Daniel Farren ’06

Former faculty:
James Fearday, chemistry and physics 
department

Susie Knierim, physical education 
department

Theodore Walwik, communication 
department

Donald Voss

TWIN VISITORS: Olive Gilchrist Miller (left) and Opal Gilchrist 
McCarl, twin sisters who graduated from Slippery Rock University 
in 1943, recently came back to their alma mater to see the campus. 
Olive’s husband Clifford Miller attended SRU from 1936-1939 and 
her daughter Sue Miller Harris graduated in 1968.

’35 graduate still reads The Rocket
Vera Pisor McClymonds, a 1935 

Slippery Rock University graduate,  
still reads The Rocket campus news-
paper – 76 years after helping to 
launch the paper. She was on the staff 
of the first Rocket in 1934 and enjoys 
keeping up with her alma mater. 

Vera said she saw her picture in 
the winter edition of The ROCK for 
a story about the history and impact 
of the newspaper. She wrote the 
University saying she was surprised 
to see her picture and that the article 
triggered fond memories of working 
on the paper.

After graduating from SRU with a 
degree in education, Vera worked for 
many years as a teacher and guidance counselor in Butler County. She married the late 
Joseph McClymonds, a 1933 SRU graduate, who died in 2001. Their daughter Josephine 
McClymonds Brown graduated from SRU in 1958. 

Vera is currently a resident of the Rouse Home in Youngsville. She is 96 and doing 
quite well, her care providers say.  She remembers fondly her years at Slippery Rock.

SRU’s Bailey Library has electronic editions of The Rocket, which has won more than 
300 awards, going all the way back to 1934. Click on: http://academics.sru.edu/library/
index.htm

1990s
Robert Mancini, ’90, married Mirka 
John September 12, in Doylestown. 
Mancini is a self-employed attorney 
specializing in criminal defense and 
works as an adjunct professor at Bucks 
County Community College.

2000s
Anne Parise, ’00, married Matthew 
Drissler May 16, 2009. The couple 
resides in Butler.

Veronica Riccardi, ’03, and Erik 
Nelson, ’05, were married October 
17, 2009. The couple resides in 
Pittsburgh.

Stephanie Davis, ’04, married 
Dr. Christopher M. Sullivan October 3, 
2009 in Kittanning. The couple work 
at Synergy Chiropractic and reside in 
Johnstown.

Kristin Phillippi, ’05, and Daniel 
Minkus were married November 21, 
2009. The couple resides in Ellwood 
City.
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ooking around our growing campus, seeing the incredible new 
housing options and improved facilities, it’s hard to imagine a 
time when only 750 students attended Slippery Rock University, 
a time when the football team wore leather helmets and barely 
any pads. For one 94-year old, the memories, still vivid as ever, 
came back to life this spring. 

Harry “Hats” Keown played football, basketball and baseball at 
Slippery Rock in the late 1930s, graduating with a degree in phys-
ical education in 1939. Keown, of Portland Ore., accompanied 
by his daughter Lisa MacKenzie, returned to the Slippery Rock 
University campus in May to attend the President’s Scholarship 
Gala, tour his alma mater and reminisce. 

Among the memories shared by Keown were stories of the fire that 
burned the original North Hall in 1937, anecdotes about legendary 
Rock football coach N. Kerr Thompson and memories of how differ-
ent the campus and community were more than 70 years ago. 

Keown, who went on to earn a doctorate and become a pio-
neering physical therapist in California, credits much of his suc-
cess in life to his experiences as a student-athlete at Slippery Rock. 
He played for Thompson from 1935-38. 

On his campus tour, Keown met with George Mihalik, current 
Rock head football coach; Robert Aebersold, former SRU presi-
dent and a long-time friend; and Carol Martin-Elkins, current 

chair of the physical therapy department. Elkins guided Keown 
on a tour of the physical therapy building. 

Keown then made the trip to N. Kerr Thompson Stadium, which 
bears the name of his former mentor and coach. There, he viewed the 
locker room and weight room facilities before walking out onto the 
field to be presented with a Rock football jersey by Mihalik. 

“We have always had a proud and deep alumni base,” Mihalik 
said. “To be able to have a guy like Harry come back and spend 
a day here speaks volumes to how special this program was back 
then, and still is to this day.” 

Mihalik presented Keown with a jersey, number 39, his 
graduation year. 

After the jersey presentation and a few photos, Mihalik sat 
down with Keown to reminisce about what playing football 
was like in the 1930s, and what it meant for him to play for 
Thompson. Thompson coached Slippery Rock from 1920-1942 
and the season of 1945. His teams won 126 games. He also 
coached basketball and taught physical education.

Keown recalled that Thompson had huge hands, a loud voice 
and demonstrated a tough demeanor with his players. “He would 
say, ‘I don’t want any of your excuses.’ You didn’t disagree with 
him; you’d accept what he was telling you and shut up. But he 
was a great man. He was here for a long time, and he apparently 

was a hell of a football player himself. He was an All American 
from what I understand.”

A funny incident occurred between the coach and his protégé 
involving chewing tobacco. “He liked to chew tobacco. He gave 
me hell one time for chewing it and splattering it all over his car,” 
Keown said. “I was always a rebel.”

He endured the coach’s wrath after losing his jersey after the 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania game. “I was muddy as hell, so I 
took my uniform off and went in to get a shower,” Keown said. When 
I came back, the jersey was gone. Coach was mad as hell and told me 
I’d have to replace it. It was when the big depression was 
hitting – 10 cents was about $15 on today’s scale.” 

Mihalik, also an SRU alum who is now in his  
33rd year at the University, including his 23rd as the 
head coach of the football program, echoed Keown’s 
sentiment about how Slippery Rock University and 
playing football at SRU helped shape him into who 
he is today.” 

“I was fortunate to be able to come back to 
Slippery Rock after I graduated from here,” 
said Mihalik. “What was your experience play-
ing here and playing for Thompson?” 

Keown answered, “Playing football at 
Slippery Rock was one of the greatest experi-
ences I have ever had. Coach was loved and 
revered, and his players listened to him. He had 
personality and a reputation as a great teacher.” 

Mihalik proceeded to ask about the differences 
in the game from then to now. 

“Oh God,” said Keown. “The players were human beings then. 
No one was 450 pounds. We didn’t have much equipment, no 
weight room or lifting any weights. We had 22 players, enough for 
two teams, and you couldn’t have any more because you couldn’t 
afford the equipment for more than that.” 

Football games did not attract huge crowds; the games were played at 
the site of the old Wally Rose baseball stadium, behind the President’s 
House. “There was always something else going on, especially for the 
girls,” he said. “Remember, we only had 750 kids in school.”

Keown, like many football players, suffered an injury. “We were 
having practice one afternoon,” he said. “And it started to rain. 
The coach said, ‘One more play.’ We had the ball. I went forward 
half-heartedly and a fellow named Briggs knocked me on my ass 

quite strongly, and I heard a crack. I had the lateral muscle in the 
ankle tear. That kept me out of about four or five games.”

As the conversation progressed, Mihalik touched on one point 
that seemed to strike a chord with Keown. “I tell my players they 
have high school friends, but once they come to The Rock, these 
guys on the team are your lifelong friends,” said Mihalik before 
asking Keown if he felt the same way about his teammates. 

After a pause, Keown looked up and said “very much so.” 
Although he has been called “Hats” all his life, there is no consen-

sus as to where the nickname originated. “I haven’t any idea where 
it came from, I got that when I was a little kid, only three or 

four years old,” he said. Everybody called me that.  
It didn’t bother me.”

Mihalik laughed and said, “Hey, Saturday after-
noons I get called a lot of names.”

As Keown’s visit began to wind down, he left 
Mihalik with his personal philosophy on life: 
“Losing isn’t anything. Winning is something.” 

Keown was a multi-sport athlete for The Rock. Aside 
from the big three – football, baseball and basketball – 
he played interclass soccer and intramural bowling. 

“I was a catcher in baseball with a hell of an arm,” 
he said. “I liked baseball the best. I wore the tools of 
stupidity, a catcher’s glove and mask.”

Keown sang in the A Cappella Choir and Vesper 
Choir, performing in the Chapel that occupied the site 

of the current alumni house. He lived in South Hall, the all-men’s 
residence hall that no longer exists. Keown recalled the legendary fire 
– never officially solved  – that destroyed the original North Hall. 

“We were supposed to play Westminster in football that day,” 
he said. “The conjecture was that George Boozel and students 
were cooking oxen and they burned it down to the ground. The 
kids lost every bit of their clothing.”

Keown, who is the only living child of his 10 siblings, left SRU 
in 1939 to embark on a career in physical therapy that lasted 
more than 50 years. He served in World War II and settled in 
California to work the majority of his career before moving to 
Portland, Oregon, where he resides today. 

He retains a deep affection for his alma mater. “Slippery Rock 
was an important part of my life,” Keown said. “Slippery Rock 
gave you a personality. The education was good, and it gave me 
the impetus to achieve.” 

 

Hatsoff
by Jon Holtz

L

to alegend

Harry “Hats” Keown, ’39, attended the President’s Gala for Scholarships (left), and met with George Mihalik, current head football coach, the next day.
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Rock Magazine: Describe Tanya Bauer the person.
Tanya Bauer: I am a very intense and driven individual. I fell in love with the 
game of basketball early in my life. My mom remembers very clearly when I was 
in first grade and I came home and said ‘I can’t wait until I get to play on a basket-
ball team.’ At my school, organized girls basketball didn’t start until fifth grade, so 
she thought ‘This is going to be a long, long next four years.’ But I knew from the 
beginning this is what I love. I am willing to do whatever it takes, morally, to get it 
done. I am not afraid of hard work, challenges and those types of things. 

RM: What are your hobbies?
TB: I enjoy working out. I enjoy watching most sporting events. I love baking 
and cooking. I love reading. I love the sunshine and the water.

RM: Describe Tanya Bauer the coach.
TB: I am an intense individual. I have a plan and am very organized and methodi-
cal about the way I go about things. I am a fundamentalist. I am a ‘player’s 
coach’ because I remember what it was like being a player because it wasn’t 
that long ago…I absolutely love to teach and mentor the players I coach. I am 
very much interested in them becoming mature young women and being very 
successful in whatever path they choose after college. A lot of our time will be 
spent on the basketball court, but everything we learn is above and beyond that. 
That’s the big picture, basketball just happens to be our avenue to get there.

RM: How would Tanya Bauer the coach describe Tanya Bauer 
the player?
TB: As I have said before, I was a very intense player and a hard worker. Very 
coachable. Very team-oriented, probably to a fault. A leader and a winner.

RM: What was it about the Slippery Rock job that peaked your interest?
TB: I think there are certain ingredients that are needed in order to achieve 
success in college basketball and I think all the ingredients are here. There’s 
a great academic institution here, so I can offer our players a great educa-
tion. The campus and the community, I think, sell themselves to prospective 
student-athletes. I like the fact that the University and community are very 
family-oriented. There has been success here in the athletic program and in 
the women’s basketball program in the past so, if it’s been done before, it 
can certainly be done again. We are part of a great league, so I can offer our 
players great competition. That in turn prepares us to be one of the best and 
for our ultimate goal, which is to win a national championship.

RM: Describe your offensive philosophy. 
TB: Offensively, we will be very up-tempo. But, in saying that, we will also 
not be throwing the ball all over the gym. We will be disciplined in our transi-
tion option. We’re going to get out and run. We want to score points and we 

want to put pressure on the opposition when we have the ball and force them 
to make mistakes that we can take advantage of. But we also have a second 
part to our offense and that is a very elaborate half-court offense that is very 
detailed and is going to take a lot of discipline and a lot of time to implement. 
But once you ‘get it’ it is very difficult to scout, an equal-opportunity system 
for all players and it’s fun to play. It’s a system I wish I could have played in. 

RM: Please briefly describe your defensive philosophy and how you 
came to adopt it.
TB: At the core of it all will be a fundamental man-to-man defense. I grew 
up in Wisconsin in the era of [former Wisconsin-Green Bay and University of 
Wisconsin head coach] Dick Bennett and the Bennett family, so that’s where my 
roots are. And all the coaches for whom I have worked had a man-to-man philos-
ophy. However, I am also a proponent of having more than one dimension to my 
defense, so I will again like to put pressure on the other team. Full-court pressure 
is something that will eventually be a part of our defense, as well. And we’ll play 
a little zone here and there because I like to have a little variety in the repertoire. 
But at the heart of it all will be man-to-man, fundamental principles.

RM: After a month on the job, based upon videotapes of games you 
have reviewed and input you have received, what are your impres-
sions of Rock women’s basketball student-athletes returning for the 
2010-11 season and how they will fit into your system?
TB: I have talked to all the returning players either in person or via the tele-
phone and they are all very excited about playing up-tempo and being part of 
an equal-opportunity offense that’s fun to play. But liking to play it and being 
able to execute it are two different things. It is yet to be determined exactly 
how the current roster will transition into playing at such a fast tempo. 
Talking about it and making good decisions on the fly while playing it are not 

the same. But from talking to them I can tell we have a very solid group of 
high-character individuals that are currently part of this program. I have a 
core upon which I can build talent-wise and I will continue to add to that as 
I recruit. I think we need more depth, but I think overall we have good kids 
who are ready and excited for the challenge ahead of them.

RM: How do these juco players and four-year college transfers fit 
into your long-term and overall recruiting philosophy?
TB: I will always be open to bringing players to our program who I feel will 
be a good fit and make an immediate impact, so I don’t want to say I will 
‘only do’ or ‘never do’ something. But in general I do like what a third- or 
fourth-year player brings as a veteran player in learning and executing my 
system. So I certainly will be working hard to bring in local high school tal-
ent to add to the program. But I think at this point in the game this year most 
of that talent is gone, so junior college and players looking to transfer from 
other Division I and Division II programs are my focus right now.

RM: What role will a prospective student-athlete’s academic effort 
in high school play in your recruitment of that person?
TB: Your academic credentials have a lot to do with your athletic focus and 
effort on the court. If you have your priorities in order, you know that you are 
here to be a student and an athlete and that you have prepared yourself to 
be a student first and an athlete second, albeit a close second, in your high 
school career. So I absolutely am interested in bringing to our program indi-
viduals who are quality students in addition to being talented athletes.

RM: The Rock has not competed in the PSAC playoffs since 2006 
and has not won a conference playoff game since 1996. What is 
your timeframe for ending those droughts?
TB: I am not going to give you a timeframe. All I can tell you is, to get into 
the playoffs and beyond is our goal and myself and my coaches are going to 
do everything in our power to make that happen as quickly as possible.

RM: Can it happen next year?
TB: Yes, I think we can have a lot of success next year.

RM: What one message would you most like to deliver to Rock 
women’s basketball student-athletes, alumni, SRU staff and faculty 
and fans in general as you start your Rock coaching career?
TB: I know they have been loyal fans and supporters in the past, so I would only 
ask that they continue to come out and watch us play this season and in the sea-
sons ahead because I know we are going to play an exciting style of basketball. 
I know we are going be a hard-working team and I know we are going to be a 
classy program with classy individuals who are going to be the right kind of role 
models for young families with kids. We’re going to be entertaining for anyone 
who likes the sport of basketball. I also look forward to connecting with our 
alumni, especially our women’s basketball alumni, because those are the people 
who laid the foundation for what we will be able to do this season and in the 
seasons that follow.

Tanya Bauer’s profile, can be found online at http://www.rockathletics.com/
staff.aspx?staff=116&path=wbball

A new era of Rock women’s basketball began in May with the hiring of Tanya Bauer, a long-
time NCAA Division I assistant coach, as Slippery Rock University’s new head coach.

Bauer joined The Rock staff after serving the past two seasons as an assistant at Southern 
Illinois University. She has previous experience as head coach at Division II Minnesota-Duluth 
and assistant coach at Division I Drake and Santa Clara as well as Division III Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire, her alma mater.

A former all-conference performer at Wisconsin-Eau Claire, Bauer “hit the road running” 
shortly after being named as The Rock’s head coach. But she took a few minutes to sit down 
with Bob McComas, sports information director, to take part in a question-and-answer session.

Q&A: Tanya Bauer
New Rock women’s boss promises exciting brand of basketball

20
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Friday, Oct. 22
5 p.m.  Distinguished Alumni Awards Cocktail Hour, 

Russell Wright Alumni House and Conference 
Center

6 p.m.  Distinguished Alumni Awards Banquet, Russell 
Wright Alumni House and Conference Center

  •  Join us as we welcome five new honorees to 
the 2010 Distinguished Alumni Awards

9 p.m.  Student-Alumni Bonfire, Ski Lodge 

Saturday, Oct. 23
9 a.m.   Coffee, Tea and Hot Chocolate at the Alumni 

House 
10 a.m.   Homecoming Parade, Downtown (Alumni are 

encouraged to march in the parade based on 
decade)

11:30 p.m.   Annual Pre-Game Alumni Tailgate Tent 
(Sponsored by Liberty Mutual Insurance), 
Across from N. Kerr Thompson Stadium

  •  Food, refreshments and tent sponsored by 
Liberty Mutual Insurance and beer provided 
by North Country Brewing Company

2 p.m.  SRU vs. Lock Haven University, N. Kerr 
Thompson Stadium

4:30 p.m.  Post-Game Alumni Tent (Alumni can pre-regis-
ter their group or organization to meet after the 
game. Contact the alumni office at 1-800-GET-
ROCK for assistance planning your reunion) 

For more information and updates about homecoming,  
please go to http://rockalumnicafe.com/HC10.

HOMECOMINGWeekendOCT. 22 – 24 

Golf Scramble
•  Sept. 17, 2010, Noon Shotgun Start
•  Grove City Country Club
•  Grove City, PA
•  Cost: $140 per golfer
•  http://rockalumnicafe.com/NKT10

SRU Hall of Fame
Sept. 18, 2:30 p.m.
Seven former Rock student athletes will be 
inducted into the SRU Hall of Fame 2:30 p.m. 
Sept. 18 at the University Union Multi-Purpose 
Room. tickets are $30, which includes admis-
sion to the 7 p.m. home football game against 
West Chester. For tickets, call the athletic 
office at 724.738.2021
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Slippery Rock University  
is proud to present  

the 2010-11

Golden Dragon Acrobats
Friday, Sept. 10, 2010
The troupe’s amazing artistry, spectacular cos-
tumes, breathtaking skill and spellbinding beauty 
provide a visual feast for the entire family to enjoy. 

Ailey II
Friday, Oct. 29, 2010
Ailey II is an exceptional company that merges the 
spirit and energy of the country’s best young dance 
talent with the passion and creative vision of today’s 
most outstanding emerging choreographers. 

Scrooge in Concert
Thursday, Dec. 2, 2010
With a cast of 30 singers, dancers and musicians, 
lush Victorian costumes and rich, original music, 
“Scrooge in Concert” revives the most beloved of  
all Christmas stories. 

From Galway to Broadway
Friday, March 18, 2011
Starring Dublin-born tenor, Ciarán Sheehan  
(star of “Phantom of the Opera,” “Les Miserables” 
and multiple PBS Irish specials) and Gay Willis  
(star of “Showboat” and “Phantom of the Opera”)  
in a magical performance from the Broadway stage  
to the Emerald Isle.

All Performances are at 7:30 p.m.  
in Miller Auditorium

Call 724.738.2018 for tickets

www.SRU.edu
A member of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education
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   Philip tramdack
Q&A Philip Tramdack directs Slippery Rock University’s Bailey Library and serves as convener of the Symposium 

for Student Research, Scholarship and Creative Activity Committee. 

A COnVERSATIOn WItH …

Q: Why does Slippery Rock University 
place such an emphasis on undergraduate 
student-faculty research?

A: It’s important for students to learn to 
think critically and to understand the value 
of information in the broader context of 
the knowledge in a field. We can provide 
students who wish to have the experience 
with the chance to explore a subject in 
depth with their professor. Students can 
discover the essence of a problem, whether 
it is a question of basic science or the his-
tory of a Cajun dance form, and provide 
them with a unique discovery opportunity. 
The lessons learned from student-faculty 
research will endure and serve the students 
beyond the mere subject knowledge 
gained in the particular course of study. 
The emphasis on research, scholarship 
and creative activity at Slippery Rock 
University is paramount in providing stu-
dents with unique learning opportunities 
that distinguish an education at SRU from 
others. Students learn in many ways. They 
learn by studying in groups in the library, 
through co-curricular activities, in student 
organizations, student government, athlet-
ics, and, of course, in the formal classroom. 
By promoting research, scholarship and 
creative opportunities, we augment and 
enhance the SRU learning experience. 

Q: What distinguishes SRU’s approach 
to providing research opportunities for 
undergraduates?

A: SRU is seeking ways to incorporate the 
research, scholarship and creative activity 
discovery experience into the academic 
endeavor in such a way as to offer the 
opportunity to any student who seeks it. 
That’s a tall order because we could create a 
demand we would be hard put to meet. On 
the other hand, higher education is chang-
ing very fast, and everybody realizes that if 
you stand still you are just going to wind up 
with the footprints of the people behind you 
on your back. We have a lot of really good 

professors at SRU who care deeply about 
their students and who are always looking 
for new and better ways to teach. 

Q: What is the mission of the annual 
Symposium for Student Research, 
Scholarship and Creative Activity? 

A: Through the symposium, we aim to 
showcase examples of the best student 
work at SRU. In 2010 we had 70 oral 
presentations, poster sessions, performances 
and exhibits. The professors who work 
with the students on their projects go 
beyond the basic requirements for teaching 
a class for our symposium.

Q: What are the characteristics of good 
undergraduate research?

A: The research, scholarship and creative 
projects our students achieve are all dif-
ferent. Some students work on problems 
that have never been explored before. This 
could serve as jumping-off places for more 
ambitious work appropriate for advanced, 
post-graduate study. Some students work 
in areas that are new to them, and that 
affords them an opportunity to work with 
their teacher learning in a way they never 
experienced before. All of the work shows 
critical thinking, creative ideas, the spark 
of original discovery, and the enthusiasm 
to communicate findings that are invari-
ably interesting. 

Q: Do students publish their work? 
Why is this important? 

A: Many students do go on to present 
their projects at regional and national pro-
fessional meetings and some publish their 
work in peer-reviewed journals. One new 
opportunity to publish is the Keystone 
Journal of Undergraduate Research, 
created this year as an opportunity for 
students from the state system to submit 
original work for possible publication. 
Manuscripts submitted to the KJUR 
should reflect student work that has been 
developed as part of faculty-mentored 
undergraduate research activities.

Q: What services does Bailey Library pro-
vide to help students conduct research? 

A: The library provides myriad services to 
help students in all aspects of their studies. 
A good entry to library services is via the 
library web site at http://academics.sru.
edu/library/index.htm. It is always good to 
go to the main room on the first floor and 
to talk to the librarian at the information 
desk who will be able to best guide you in 
the right direction from that point.

Q: What is next for Philip Tramdack?

A: I hope to continue doing what I am 
doing, which is serving as director of 
library services. 
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Mel Klein, ’49
Livingston, N.J.
DAy JOB: Now in my 61st year in education, I am 
finally slowing down a bit. I’m an adjunct profes-
sor in the Graduate School of education at Saint 
Peter’s College in Jersey City, N.J. before joining 
Saint Peter’s, I was an administrator for Seton Hall 
University’s online masters in education leadership 
program. I also do some education consulting.

BACKGROUND: I was a student at Carnegie tech for 
two years, and after World War II I enrolled at Slippery 
Rock. I first connected with the Rock while playing bas-
ketball against them while at tech. engineering was not 
for me. After tutoring some shipmates while on board 
an aircraft carrier during the war, teaching became my 
major interest. I was at bikini Atoll in the Pacific where 
we were part of the task force that tested two atomic 
bomb explosions. At Slippery Rock State College, I 
finished my math and science majors and played a little 
basketball. basketball was a big part of my life in high 
school, college and in the service. After graduating, 
I taught math in western Pennsylvania and coached 
basketball for 11 years before moving to New Jersey in 
1960. eventually, I became a high school principal and a 
superintendent of schools for 22 years before becoming 
an administrator at Seton Hall. 

INFLUENCE OF SRU: It was a depressing time for me 
just before I came to the Rock. I had a bad experience 
at the previous school, and because I didn’t study, I 
was put on probation. but I was welcomed to Slippery 
Rock in 1947. there were many other veterans there 
who were also going to “save the world.” the other 
students, the faculty and the administration welcomed 
me and the other older veterans. People were friendly, 
sincere and helpful. the “howdy tradition” made it 
impossible to be ignored. I owe my success to Slippery 
Rock, and I try to repay it by spreading the word 
and helping out with some scholarship money for a 
basketball player, woman or man, who has an interest 
in some form of mathematics. the best gift I received 
from Slippery Rock was meeting my future wife, Jean. 
We are coming up on our 60th wedding anniversary. 


