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About the cover
Like dozens of other married couples, Clinton Lingenfelder, 
’01, and Karen (Stanley) Lingenfelder, ’01, met at Slippery 
Rock University. Couples share their stories on page 8. 
Photograph courtesy Chapman Photography. 
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University Vision Statement 
Slippery Rock University will excel as a caring commu-
nity of lifelong learners connecting with the world.

Slippery Rock University is a member  
of the Pennsylvania State System  

of Higher Education

This edition of The ROCK honors the accom-
plishments of pioneers in women’s athletics 
and the Title IX movement, and it explores the 
always-lively topic of campus romance.

Heidi King, a regular contributor, profiles five 
women coaches who overcame the men-only 
ethic of the past. Today’s young women at 
The Rock enjoy equal access to varsity sports 
largely because these no-quit pioneers chal-
lenged the status quo.

Give yourself a pat on the back. We put 
the call out for courtship stories from married 
couples. The response was overwhelming – 
more than 50 couples responded. While we 
couldn’t run all the stories, we appreciate your 
enthusiasm.

This edition also includes a profile of  
alumnus Charles Klausing, a legendary foot-
ball coach, written by freelancer Elizabeth  
Lee Brown. 

You will also learn more about the impor-
tance of contributing to scholarships and other 
causes that benefit students. As always, I look 
forward to hearing from you.

Cordially,

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
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Dear friends,

As I write this, the Commonwealth is at the beginning of what promises to be a 
long road to passing a state budget. I am pleased that in these early stages our pro-
posed funding is level with the current fiscal year. I’m also practical enough to know 
this will undoubtedly change.

Currently our state appropriation covers approximately 37 percent of the cost to 
educate a student. The remaining 63 percent is dependent on tuition, fees and pri-
vate support. In the early 1990s the funding ratio was almost reversed. This disinvest-
ment in higher education, more than any other factor, has placed a significant finan-
cial burden on our students; 89 percent of who apply for need-based financial aid.

It’s a common misperception that higher education costs are out of control. This 
is certainly not the case at SRU, or at our sister institutions in PASSHE. The total 
cost of attending one of our universities – including tuition, required fees and room 
and board – is now $539 below the national average and $2,459 below the average 
charged by four-year public colleges and universities in the Middle Atlantic region. 
Over the past four years, our tuition increases have been below the rate of inflation – 
averaging 2.9 percent annually. 

During this same period, we have raised academic standards, enrolled more aca-
demically talented students, produced more graduates and returned more than $10 
in regional economic impact for every $1 of state appropriation received. 

This was only possible through careful planning, cost savings, and the generosity 
of alumni and friends who financially contribute to the University. As the economy 
continues to falter, state support declines and the value of our endowment drops, 
I fear that students who have everything it takes to succeed at SRU, except for the 
financial means, will miss out on The Rock experience. Now, more than ever, we 
need you to help us meet those financial needs.

In this issue of The Rock magazine, you’ll read the stories of numerous alumni 
who used their time at SRU to create a network of friends, launch a career, and yes, 
even find the love of their lives. To a person, they all say that coming to SRU was 
one of the best things they ever did. Those stories are probably your story as well.  
And, as we educate a new generation of students who will be able to share their own 
stories about what a great time they had at Slippery Rock University, we need your 
support more than ever.

                    Best wishes,

      Robert Smith, president
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ROCK byTes ROCK byTes

Students boost SRU’s rating in 
national engagement survey

First-year SRU students have given higher 
approval ratings on their college experi-
ence than the previous year’s class in all five 
of the 2008 National Survey of Student 
Engagement benchmark categories. 

New students rated their experience 
higher than their peers did at comparative 
sister institutions in the areas of academic 
challenge, collaborative learning, student-
faculty interaction, enriching educational 
experiences and campus experiences. 
SRU seniors gave solid evaluations on the 
national survey, exceeding last year’s rating 
in four of the five categories surveyed.

“With first-year students, our students 
scored significantly higher than our Carnegie 
Classification peers, our state system peers 
and all institutions in NSSE on three of those 
benchmarks: academic learning, student and 
faculty and interaction and enriching educa-
tional experience,” said Amanda Yale, associ-
ate provost for enrollment services.

Seniors gave SRU higher approval ratings 
than their peers did at other state system 
schools, Carnegie peer and NSSE institu-
tions in collaborative learning, student-fac-
ulty interaction, enriching educational expe-
riences and supporting campus experiences.      

The NSSE project, launched in 1999 
with a grant from the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, involves surveying randomly 
chosen first-year students and seniors. 
Students respond to questions about aca-
demics, campus activities, meaningful dis-
cussion with faculty, library services and a 
host of other indicators. The NSSE project 
surveyed 1,200 colleges and universities 
and more than 1.5 million students.

Shelter dwellers empathize with homeless
Nearly 1,000 students 

recently made a strong 
statement about the social 
injustice of homelessness 
by constructing a card-
board village and occu-
pying their “houses” on 
the Bailey Library Quad 
for 24 hours despite sub-
freezing temperatures. 

“A lot of students on 
campus have not experi-
enced homelessness in any 
other way but to ignore a 
person who is sitting on 
the street pan handling,” 
said Jessica Fox, a communication major from Pittsburgh who participated in the 
outdoor event. “I don’t think college students really understand the seriousness of 
the situation until it is – bam – right in their face. If we aren’t going to take a stand 
against the problems that await us in the real world then who is?  If we aren’t going 
to care about our own country then why should we expect anyone else to?” 

Hundreds of paper doll signs went up all around campus before the event, 
with 57 different statistics about how homelessness affects children and adults in 
Pennsylvania and the U.S. Students from each “house” collected money to purchase 
hats, scarves, mittens, gloves and socks that were distributed to homeless adults in 
Pittsburgh and to homeless children living in rural western Pennsylvania. SRU’s 
Institute for Community, Service-Learning and Nonprofit Leadership coordinated 
the event.

University sets timeline for new Student Union
A new, $45-million Student Union with a contemporary town-center design is scheduled 

to open fall 2011 at the site of the former Dodds/Bard residence halls. 
The 104,485-square foot facility will include a movie theater, ballroom, meeting rooms, 

lounges, grille, mail and copy center and perhaps a bank. The theater will double as a multi-
purpose room, using telescoping seats that push back into the walls that will permit space 

utilization for other activities. 
“There is plenty of space, and it’s a very open and airy design, with as many sustainable 

features as possible,” said Paula Olivero, assistant vice president for student development. 
“It’s very exciting, because it will serve as a community/town center. It’s primarily for our 
students, but we expect faculty, staff and the community residents to use it as well.” 

The Slippery Rock University Council of Trustees and the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education Board of Governors have approved the project. 
Construction bids will be accepted this year.

SRU streams commencement 
ceremony on Web for first time

Relatives who couldn’t make December 
commencement were able to watch it live 
on Internet-connected computers for the 
first time thanks to video-streaming tech-
nology utilized by the University’s Office 
of Information Technology.

“Due to the large number of people who 
wanted to attend commencement, and, in 
part, because some of our graduates, includ-
ing international students and those with 
family stationed with the military around 
the world, find their family and friends 
could not attend, we thought we should 
broadcast the ceremony on the Internet,” 

said Thomas Shannon, PC support 
manager in SRU’s Office of 
Information Technology.

SRU graduated 561, includ-
ing one doctor of physical 
therapy degree recipient, 77 mas-
ter’s degree and 483 bachelor’s 

degree recipients.
U.S. Navy Capt. Kathlene 

Contres, commandant of 
the U.S. Navy’s Defense 
Equal Opportunity 
Management Institute 
and a 1977 SRU 
graduated, served 
as commencement 
speaker.

The Slippery Rock University Council of 
Trustees recently gave $20,000 to represen-
tatives of the Slippery Rock Volunteer Fire 
Department as thanks for fire and rescue ser-
vice volunteers provide to the campus. Passing 
the check are (from left), Robert Smith, SRU 
president, Robert Taylor, chair of the SRU 
Council of Trustees, Ken Harley, president 
of the fire department, Albert Taggert, vice 
president, and Puddie Taggert, a firefighter. 

New technology innovator sets goals
The rise of wireless gadgets such as the iPhone and social networks like Facebook 

has created a stampede of online activities on college campuses – and new learning 
opportunities. Simeon Ananou, SRU’s new associate provost for information and 
administrative technology services, is bringing the two worlds together.

“My role is often referred to as chief technology officer, but I view myself a little 
differently. I believe I have to act as an innovation officer,” he said. “I 
have a passion for education, and I have a passion for using technology 
to enhance what happens on this campus.”

Ananou’s priorities include enhancing administrative and instruc-
tional processes through the use of technology; reducing 
expenses by eliminating unnecessary redundancies; and help-
ing to improve student success and retention.

One of his goals for SRU is exploring unified messag-
ing. This refers to the inclusion of faxes and voice-
mail in one’s e-mail inbox, to dictating a 
message into a cell phone and delivering 
that message to the intended recipient 
via e-mail, fax or voice recording in some cases.

College of Education continues 
NCATE accreditation streak

The College of Education, a national 
and state leader in providing high-quality 
teachers for today’s classrooms, continued 
its 53-year record of earning accredita-
tion from the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education when 
it was recently re-accredited.

“Seeking accreditation is a long, ardu-
ous process, but well worth it because it 
tells potential employers that SRU offers 
a quality, innovative program. It also tells 
those considering enrollment in SRU’s 
teacher education programs that education 
will meet nationally accepted standards,” 
said Jay Hertzog, dean of SRU’s College 
of Education. “Slippery Rock University’s 
teacher preparation programs have long 
been at the forefront ensuring our gradu-
ates have the latest tools and theories neces-
sary to enter the classroom ready to teach.” 

SRU’s position as a national leader 
in encouraging physical activity among 
those with disabilities entered a new 
phase recently when eight universities and 
agencies from across the country came to 
campus to learn how to replicate the “I 
Can Do It, You Can Do It” mentorship 
program that SRU is piloting.

The federal program partners college 

students with individuals with disabilities 
for one-on-one physical activity sessions for 
eight-week units. Mentors assist their part-
ners in developing programs that are enjoy-
able and can lead to permanent increases in 
physical activity and better nutrition habits.

Institutions that came to SRU for train-
ing included Oregon State University, 
California State University/Chico, SUNY-
Cortland, Tennessee Tech University, 
North Carolina University-Wilmington, 
The University of Wisconsin/La Crosse, 
SPLORE in Salt Lake City and the School 
District of Miami-Dade County, Fl.

The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Office on Disability chose 
SRU to be the charter institution for the 
national expansion.

SRU’s I Can Do It, You Can Do It program goes national 

Since 1977, the University has contributed 
$421,000 to the department. 

SRU has contributed to the local fire 
department since 1977 and to the regional 
departments since 1995 following passage 
of state legislation that permitted such 
support because the departments provide 
fire and rescue protection to the campus 
and its facilities. Several SRU students vol-
unteer for the department.

University Trustees aid local fire department
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UnIVERSITy BOOKSHELF
New books by SRU faculty and alumni

ROCK FILe

Experienced educator pens 
book for teachers

Floyd Cogley, ’61, 
elementary educa-
tion, has co-written a 
valuable resource for 
teachers of grades pre-
kindergarten through 
second. “It’s Just 
Good Teaching: Ideas 
to Add to Your Bag of Tricks” gives 
teachers activities and reproducible 
lessons for the classrooms. Cogley has 
served as a teacher, principal, supervi-
sor and curriculum director. Published 
by AuthorHouse, the book is available 
at Amazon.com

History professor writes  
Floyd Patterson biography

Alan Levy, professor 
of history, has writ-
ten “Floyd Patterson: 
A Boxer and a 
Gentleman.” The book 
covers the former heavy-
weight boxer’s meteoric 
rise as a boxer and gives 
equal attention to his life 
away from sport, including Patterson’s 
work for civil rights causes in the 
1960s. It is available at Amazon.com

’82 graduate exposes  
American myths

Dennis Plaisted, 
’82, business admin-
istration, takes a 
look at the social and 
political history of 
America in “Hypocrite 
Nation: The American 
Tragedy.” Plaisted said he aimed to 
dispel myths many American accept 
as truth. One example: Four U.S. 
presidents have been elected by win-
ning the electoral college while losing 
the popular vote, not just George W. 
Bush in 2000. The book is available at 
Amazon.com and pdbookstore.com

Graduate profiles newscaster 
Chet Huntley

Mark Weisenmiller, ’88, 
a Florida-based reporter, 
has written “Chet Huntley: 
Newscaster From The West 
A New Kind Of Book,” 
published by Alka Press 
International. Huntley was 
a long-time radio and television anchor-
man and reporter and he is still the only 
major newscaster to have worked, at vari-
ous times in his career, for all of the so-
called “big three” U.S. broadcast networks 
– ABC, CBS, and NBC. 

Professor emeritus publishes 
autobiography

Donald Megnin, a pro-
fessor emeritus of interna-
tional politics who taught 
at SRU from 1967-1994, 
has published his auto-
biography, “A Farm Boy 
Sees the World.” The 
book chronicles his transition from rural 
isolation on a farm near Chittenango, 
N.Y., to world traveler. The cover testi-
fies to the scope of his travels. It includes 
pictures from Thailand, Cambodia and 
Germany. The book is available at xlibris.
com, Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble.com 
and Borders.com.

Inspirational book links father 
to son from beyond the grave

Patrick O’Shea, ’94, 
bachelor’s degree in 
music, has written a 
father/son book called 
“Conversations We Never 
Had.” The book is a 
spiritual journey of how 
a father and son recon-
nect through poetry 30 years after the 
father’s tragic death. Books can be 
ordered and excerpts can be viewed at 
www. conversationsweneverhad.com. 
Infinity Publishing published the book, 
which is available at Amazon.com. 
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Jacob Right, ’04,  
resort recreation management/tourism
Home: Divides time between Pittsburgh and Philadelphia.

Age: 27.

Profession:  Owner of Pittsburgh Boot Camp LLC, with nine locations around 
the region and Philly Boot Camp in Philadelphia. The businesses offer 
four-week outdoor fitness programs for women that include motiva-
tional training and nutritional counseling.

Hobbies:  Working out. Right is a certified personal fitness trainer with the 
International Sports Science Association and a certified outdoor boot 
camp instructor with National Exercise and Sports Trainers Association.

Great  Receiving the Combat Infantry Badge and Bronze Star for
accomplishment: serving in the Army during a 12-month tour in Iraq.

Why I Give:  I contributed $25,000 to build an endowment supporting the annual 
Mr. SRU Bodybuilding and Ms. SRU Figure Champion competi-
tions. My gift will provide cash awards to the competition winners. 
I competed in the Mr. SRU competition in 2002, I know that the 
preparation for a fitness show is not an easy or cheap one. I hope to 
encourage more students to participate in the competition. I am  
passionate about health and fitness, but that passion started at SRU.  
I am the owner of a successful fitness business and it would be easy for 
me to make up numerous excuses not to give, but none of them would 
be any good because I believe that you must give to receive.

Numbers

University

167,100,000
Dollar value of SRU Foundation, Inc. assets as of  
Sept. 30, 2008.

30,222,787
Gifts and pledges received as of Sept. 30, 2008 for the 
Campaign for Slippery Rock University. This repre-
sents 91.58 percent of the campaign goal.

17,831,430
Dollar value of the endowment as of Sept. 30, 2008. 
This represents the combined totals of the Slippery 
Rock University Foundation, Inc. and the SRU Alumni 
Association.

7,600,000
Dollars invested in the Boozel Dining Hall renovation.

22,186
Dollars donated by employees to the SECA campaign.

8,458
Official student enrollment for fall 2008; the largest in 
the history of the University.

200
Number of families registered for Friends and Family 
Weekend.

90.5
Percent of full time, tenure and tenure-track faculty 
with a terminal degree.

80.4
Percent of entering freshmen fall 2008 that were in the 
top 50 percent of their high school class.

48.64
Percent of full time, tenure and tenure-track faculty 
who are female.

40
Percent of entering freshmen fall 2008 that were in the 
top 25 percent of their high school class.

18.13
Percent of full time, tenure and tenure-track faculty 
who represent diverse populations.

3.39
Average grade point for freshmen entering SRU fall 
2008.

Sign of the times: Travelers on Interstate 79 in southwestern 
Pennsylvania have some new scenery to brighten their commute 
– this Slippery Rock University billboard. The board is part of the 
University’s overall branding campaign to raise awareness and comple-
ments the “I Rock” television commercials running on Comcast and 
Armstrong cable, and print ads in regional publications. The board is 
located south of the Slippery Rock exit off northbound I-79.

Modern China Center  
fosters academic growth

Students are learning 
more about China, the fast-
est-growing economy in the 
world, through the recently 
launched Modern China 
Center. The center pro-
motes academic and cul-
tural research about the 
emerging superpower.

“It is of great signifi-
cance for SRU students to understand 

China better,” said Jialing Wang, SRU assis-
tant professor of geography, geology and the 
environment and center director. “China is 
playing a more and more important role in 
world affairs, especially the world economy. 
As China opens up to the West, there are 
opportunities for employment in all areas. For 
SRU students, understanding China better 
could provide them with job opportunities.”

For more information on the Modern 
China Center, visit http://.academics.sru.
edu/mcc/index.html.

continued on page 7

The Inline Hockey Club at 
SRU had its most successful 
season in history, earning a 
national ranking of 18th and 

clinching a playoff berth. The team has never 
been ranked before.

“We put together a really strong team 
this year,” said Eric Viletto, a marketing 
major from Wexford and club president. 
“Inline hockey has really arrived at SRU. 
We’re playing in the best inline hockey 
league in the country except professional.”

The sport resembles ice hockey, except 
players wear inline skates rather than blades. 
SRU’s team has 45 members and played 18 
games this season, from September through 
February. The team practices at Neville Island 
near Pittsburgh and plays many of its games 
in Harrisburg and Philadelphia, Viletto said.

While inline skating was invented to 
help ice hockey players stay in shape dur-

Inline Hockey Club team  
rolls to national ranking

ing the off season, Viletto said inline is 
faster-paced than ice hockey. 

I like it more than ice hockey for a couple 
different reasons,” he said. “It’s four-on-
four instead of five-on-five, which really 
opens the rink a lot more. There is no off 
side or icing, so that really allows the play 
to develop a lot more quickly.”

The team, incorporated six years ago, 
competes in the Eastern Collegiate Roller 
Hockey Association, which includes 
Shippensburg, Millersville, Drexel and 
other teams from the northeast. 

Inline Hockey continued from page 6
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At SRU,  
couples find love that lasts

Debbie said. “We posed for pictures – happy couple, ring and 
crepe paper streamers.”

Mike’s friends marked the occasion with rowdiness.
“Following our announced engagement, my Riviera Hall 

friends decided to help me ‘celebrate’ by throwing me into the 
shower – fully clothed and water running – and then covering me 
with many rolls of toilet paper,” he said.

Perhaps the residence-hall ring ceremony proposal was inevi-
table. They met in the fall of 1972 at a residence hall mixer. Their 
first date occurred in his residence hall room. 

“This was back in the day when the room door had to be left 
open as wide as a shoe on the floor and a light had to be on,” said 
Mike, whom friends called Tuba.

The couple attended dances, basketball games, wrestling 
matches or any other free campus event. They married in 1976 
and currently live about 20 miles from SRU. Mike teaches 9th-
grade English. Debbie is a substitute teacher. They have a grown 
son and daughter.

“Mike wasn’t the only good thing from freshman year that  
I kept,” Debbie said. “I still get together each summer with my 
first roommate and a good friend from across the hall of Towers’ 
‘right dungeon.’”

Smitten student trudges  
through snow for date

Cheryle (Fox) Williamson and Scott Williamson met dur-
ing orientation in January 1979 after transferring to SRU. Scott 
remembers helping Cheryle solve the mystery of how to read her 
schedule. He soon made his attraction known.

“I lived with an older couple in a farmhouse with a barn, 
where they had horses,” Cheryle recalled. “One night, there 
was a knock on the door of the house where I was living. It 
was Scott. He had walked at least a mile in the wind, cold and 
snow to find me and ask for my phone number. He had no idea 
where I lived, just that I lived with an older couple in a farm-
house with a barn.”

Scott took the telephone number and immediately walked back 
to his residence hall. “The next night, he called me for a date,” 
Cheryle said. “That was the start 
of our relationship, and we have 
now been married 25 years.”

They went for a walk – in 
January – on one of their first 
dates. “Of course it was freez-
ing and icy  – SRU is always 
cold, windy and icy in winter,” 
she said. “Anyway, when we 
had turned a corner and were 
heading back, he suddenly 
stopped, turned to me and 
said, ‘Look, it’s a mistletoe 
tree.’ Then I received my 
first kiss.”

The Williamsons, who 
graduated in 1981 and married in 1983, have 
two children and own Interstate Courier Express, a same-day 
trucking and courier service in Allentown.

enie and Woody Woodworth’s 
whirlwind courtship had all the 
romantic clichés. They met at a 

dance. He escorted her home. They 
took walks in the woods and caught 
butterflies, and he whisked her into 
his arms with a proposal of mar-
riage after three months.

But behind the real-life love 
story – deep, tender and lasting – 
is the story of how they and doz-
ens of other couples met at Slippery 
Rock University. Many of the rela-
tionships that progressed to “I do’s” 
began in unlikely or funny ways.

“I was jitterbugging with Harry 
Spataro at The Hut. Woody was 
drinking orange juice, when I 
spun out and spilled orange juice 
all over him,” said Genie (Goetz) 
Woodworth, a 1950 graduate. “I told 
him, ‘sorry’ and offered to buy him 
another juice. It was 8 p.m. and I had 
to be back at North Hall at 8:15 p.m. 
He said, ‘May I walk you home?’

“Soon we will celebrate our 60th 
wedding anniversary at our lakeside home with our 
six children, 10 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren,”  
she said. “He now drinks Jack Daniels, and I slow waltz.”

Gene and Woody are only one of many of couples who wrote 
to share their story. The responses covered 60 years of marriage 
and a range of tales, from sock-hop happenings to a guy who 
walked a mile and a half through the snow for his future wife’s 
phone number. Their common denominator of happiness – 
meeting at SRU.

Suitor delivers red roses,  
diamond to… residence hall

Some men take an extreme approach to popping the question, 
such as asking in front of 50,000 fans at a football game. Mike 
Markiw, ’74, proposed to Debbie Jewart, ’76, in his car and saved 
his most romantic gesture for the follow up.

“I was in my dorm when he gave me the engagement ring,” 
Debbie said. “It was the anniversary of our first date. Mike sur-

prised me by having a dozen red 
roses delivered to my room in the 
afternoon – the first time that had 
ever happened. I was thrilled but 
had to put out an SOS to my 
friends for a vase to use.”

The couple went out to dinner 
at Natili’s in Butler to celebrate.

“Afterwards, we arrived back 
to find that my friends had dec-
orated the doorway to my room 
just like sororities did when a 
girl got pinned or engaged,” 

G

Matt and Jana Stahl, ’05 
graduates, are one of the many 
couples that met during their 
campus days. 
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Couple comes together,  
heals body and soul

Michael Chendorain, ’98 and Melissa (Rossman) Chendorain’s 
story is unusual because Melissa was engaged when they met.

“We were both biology majors, pre-med,” Michael said. “We 
met when she was a freshman and I a sophomore. She was, at 
the time, engaged to a fellow biology major that was a friend of 
mine.” The former relationship didn’t last.

“One day I came into physics class and she was bawl-
ing her eyes out,” Michael continued. “I said, 

‘What’s wrong?’ She said she had broken 
up with him the night before. My mouth 
dropped to the floor, and I gave her the 
cheesy line, ‘If you ever need anything, 

give me a call.’”
They began dating and went to a 

nightclub on their first date. After 
graduating in 1999, Melissa entered 
SRU’s Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Program. Michael entered the semi-
nary to become an Orthodox Christian 
priest. They graduated in May 2002 
and married three months later. The 
couple has two children and lives in 
Rockaway, N.J., where Michael works as 
a priest and Melissa as a physical thera-
pist specializing in rehabilitation. 

“I guess our story is one of two grads 
healing body and soul, so to speak,” 
Michael said.

Melissa’s first fiancé left SRU after 
the breakup and hasn’t been heard from 
since. “Yeah, she’s a real heartbreaker,” 
Michael said with a laugh.

A father’s command,  
Kraus Hall change two lives

 How often does the future father of the 
bride help bring a couple together? 

That’s what happened, by serendip-
ity, when Matt Stahl, ’05, and Jana 
(Venturella) Stahl, ’05, transferred to 
SRU in fall 2003 and were assigned to 
Kraus Hall. 

Matt moved in a day early. Jana 
arrived with her father the next day.

“They got upstairs to her assigned 
dorm room and decided that they 
would need to un-bunk the beds and 
rearrange to maximize space,” Matt 
recalled. “Her dad told her to find a 
guy who was already moved in and looked like he’d 
be able to lift a bed. Luckily, I was all set up and sitting at my 
computer lounging around. 

“Out of the corner of my eye I saw her walk around the corner. 
She popped her head into my room. She asked if I was busy and 
if I could help her dad with the bed and I replied, ‘Nope, not 
busy at all,’ especially considering a cute girl was asking me for 
help. Now that I look back on it, it had to be destiny.”

It took awhile for them to hook up. Matt, an information tech-
nology major, worked up the courage to ask Jana, an elementary 
education major, to see a movie. They finally got together over 
the holidays.

“I knew I had to do something special before she left. So I 
decided to head to a Slippery Rock florist and get a single rose 
with a card,” Matt said. “She loved it.”

They graduated in December 2005 and moved to Philadelphia 
to pursue their careers. They later moved back to the Pittsburgh 
area and married in 2008. 

“It’s amazing to think that when Jana asked me to help her 
that day at SRU, our lives would change forever. We would get 
married and live a wonderful, happy life together,” Matt said. 
“But I’ve told her that ever since the day I met her at SRU, I 
knew she’d be the one.”

They found love on ‘The Hill’ 
“Cute guy, but he needs a haircut.” Those where Deborah 

Wilmot’s first thoughts about John Stollery when they met as 
Debbie helped him check into his room in 
Sentinel Hall dormitory, called “The Hill,” 
in August 1975.

“I also chuckled at his wardrobe: engi-
neer’s bib overalls, too short, work boots 
and the engineer’s cap to top it off,” 
Debbie said. “ And I noted that he had 
stolen my pen, which on check-in day 
is a real hassle. But, in what I thought 
then was a one-in-a-million long shot, he 

returned it a couple of hours later,” she said.
As luck would have it, John was hired to be part of the resi-

dence hall staff there on “The Hill” during their second semester. 
So began a casual relationship, or as John recalled, “We began to 
work together and socialize on a regular basis.” 

They courted up on “The Hill,” checking in to say hi as 
they made their rounds in Summit and Sentinel. “Our mutual 
acquaintances thought we were a couple long before that hap-
pened,” Debbie said. “As a matter of fact, we actually told them 
we were going to marry as a joke. Turns out, it was not so much 
of a joke.”

They began dating in fall 1976, after finding they had a com-
mon interest in the military. John planned to become a Naval 
aviator. He graduated and was commissioned into the Navy in 
May ’77. Debbie graduated a year later.

John earned his wings in 1980. They married later that year 
and soon had two children. John, who served during Operation 
Desert Storm, retired in 2001. They live in West Virginia. 

“And so that cute guy who needed a haircut now keeps his hair 
quite short,” Debbie said. “He still wears work boots, loves foot-
ball and flying, and we still enjoy remembering The Rock…the 
place that gave birth to our careers and our marriage.”

“As we grew together in our marriage and children came along, 
our long courtship that began at Slippery Rock sustained us 
through the tough spots, like six-month deployments and service 
in Desert Storm/Desert Shield,” John said. “Our lives are circling 
around. Our Pennsylvania connections are strengthening. We 
have new life and love on a hill in West Virginia, but we remem-
ber love’s first spark, on The Hill.”

The Hut strikes again
There are millions of ways to meet and date now days, but in 

the pre-text messaging days, options were fewer. The campus cul-
ture was stricter, especially in the years 
after World War II. Earl and Shirley 
(Dean) Birdy, ’51, met at The Hut, the 
student center that stood at the current 
site of Art Building I.

“I was with my roommates 
sitting at The Hut, and he 
came over and asked me to 
dance,” Shirley recalled. “We 
danced, and we kept on danc-
ing. We’ve been dancing for 
57 years.”

Earl, nicknamed “Mr. 
Sunshine,” arrived at SRU in 
1947 on the G.I. Bill. He found 
college pleasant compared to 

Alumni share courtship stories

Ed Mengel, ’68, and Carol (Griffin) 
Mengel, ’67, attended a Kappa Delta 
sorority dance on their first date. They 
were pinned but broke up. Both married 
other people but reunited for a dinner date 
in 1998 after they were no longer married. 
They married in ’04. The retired teachers 
live in Meadville.

Clinton Lingenfelder, ’01, and Karen 
(Stanley) Lingenfelder, ’01, met in 
“Small Group Communication” class. 
They went ice skating on their first date 
and married in 2007. They live in South 
Carolina, where Karen is a teacher and 
Clint works for a golf club.

Marty (Schano), ’96, and Todd 
Woolery, ’96, met as sophomores in a 
“Dance Fundamentals” class taught by 
Thom Cobb, assistant professor of dance. 
They married in 1997, have three chil-
dren and live in Philadelphia.

Andrea (George) Castle, ’98, and Joseph 
Castle, ’97, courted at movie night in 
Spotts World Culture Building, as well 
as parties and meals at Subway and 
Sheetz. They married in 2002 and live in 
Lawrence. Andrea is a fifth-grade teacher; 
Joe works as a computer help desk techni-
cian. They have a daughter.

Leslie (Henderson) Halberg, ’03, and 
Michael Halberg, ’03, met as student ath-
letes. She ran track and field and cross coun-
try. Mike punted for the football team. He 
proposed on campus. They married in 2004 
and have one child. Both work for the U.S. 
Office of Personnel Management Federal 
Investigative Services. Leslie is in contract-
ing, Michael in investigations.

Debbie (Bernreuter), ’95, and Aaron 
Schultz, ’94, met at a volleyball tourna-
ment in front of Founders Hall. They went 
on hikes in the woods, and he visited her 
home turf in Florida to learn scuba div-
ing and lobstering. They married in 1997, 
have three daughters and live in Crawford 
County. Debbie is a registered dietitian 
and author. Aaron owns and operates 
Schultz Contracting.
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Marine service during World War II. “You didn’t have to march. You 
didn’t have to clean your rifle. You had all this free time,” Earl said.

He recalls walking Shirley home to meet the 8 p.m. curfew at North 
Hall. The couple took in a movie in Grove City on their first date. 

“I knew she was the one after a couple months. We got along 
so well,” Earl said. “We still dance. We dance the shag. We don’t 
dance the jitterbug anymore.”

The couple retired to Arizona but remains true to SRU. They 
donated to create The Birdy Room Office at the Russell Wright 
Alumni House and Conference Center.

Man steals first kiss
They say a man can’t think of anything 

else when he’s in love. Tim Faust, ’83, 
was so smitten with a blond flutist in the 
marching band named Judy that he stole 
his first kiss – in a very public setting.

“I was about to march out on the field 
with the Marching Rockets. ESPN was at 
the football game that day. Tim gave me 
a good luck kiss, and the relationship/

love began,” said Judy Faust, ’84. “My room-
mate told me I would marry him, and 26 years later we are still 
together, married for 24 of those years.”

Judy and Tim met at Kiester Apartments, where they were 
neighbors their junior and senior years. “SRU also gave me a great 
education, not just a Mrs. degree,” Judy said.

The Fausts live in Goshen, N.Y. Judy works as a special educa-
tion teacher. Tim is a sales manager in the optical business. They 
have two children. 

Couple overcomes shyness
Sandy McCann, ’05, and Amy Waters, ’03, 

met through the campus LGBA (Lesbian, Gays, 
Bisexuals and Allies) group. They married 
in 2005 at a Unitarian Universalist church 
in Murrysville. Amy changed her name to 
McCann and Sandy is birth mother to their 
son Elliott, born in 2006. Sandy, a computer 
science graduate, works as a senior software 
engineer. Amy works as a therapeutic assistant.

SRU, car ride become greatest  
decisions of life

Hastie (Miller) LeFevre met the love of her life in the one place 
that would make any father shudder – the back seat of a car. She 
was on her way to a party.

“A fellow member from Phi Sigma Pi called to invite me to her 
21st birthday celebration,” she recalled. “When her car arrived 
to pick me up, I got into the back seat and there was Ryan. 
Immediately my heart started racing and my face went flush. I 
was not expecting to sit next to such a good-looking guy. I was 
incredibly nervous sitting next to him and too afraid to talk to 
him on the ride over.”

Later in the week, Hastie ran into Ryan LeFevre 
at The Rock House. “Towards the end of the 
night, I saw him dancing. I got the nerve to take 
him by the hand and lead him to our table so we 
could talk,” she said. “Little did I know he was 
on a date that night, but it didn’t matter – my 
friends had already given him my number.”

They arranged for a first date to The Rock 
House and soon became inseparable. The couple recalls rides on 
his motorcycle to local swimming holes such as Rock Falls and 
Kino Quarry. Ryan graduated in 2002 with a degree in phys-
ics. Hastie graduated in 2002 with a degree in special education. 
They married in 2004 and live in Butler. Ryan works at Ibis Tek 
and Hastie is a teacher.

“If it wasn’t for Slippery Rock University, we never would have 
found each other,” Hastie said. “I never considered myself to believe 
in magic, but SRU has certainly proved to be magical for us.”

Couple includes SRU during big day
Many graduates show affection for their alma mater by return-

ing for homecoming, buying a sweatshirt or contributing to a 
scholarship. Celeste (Krejocic) Hardie, ’06, and Jason Hardie 
showed the love by including SRU in the biggest day of their lives 
– their wedding.

“We miss The Rock dearly and even named each table at our 
wedding reception after a place at The Rock,” said Celeste, cur-
rently a teacher in northern Virginia. 

They met as students during an American Sign Language 
Club meeting. She introduced herself and was immediately 
hooked by his eyes. 

“I soon had the courage to ask Jason to come to our Halloween 
party. As I’m all dressed up with my roommates, I’m waiting and 
waiting for Jason to walk through the door. He never showed,” 
Celeste said. “He later claimed he thought I was inviting him out of 
pity because he asked what my plans were that night.

Soon, both attended a Sign Language Club dinner and sensed a 
mutual attraction.

“When I saw Jason walk through the door, my heart was pound-
ing and I knew I was in love whether I wanted to be or not,” said 
Celeste, an elementary education graduate. “We 
got to talking (with our voices of course) after din-
ner, and he invited me to the Marine Corps Ball. 
That was three years ago... ever since then, we 
have been inseparable. We recently attended 
the U.S. Marine Corps Ball this year and 
reminisced about all of our great times 
at The Rock and how we became the 
couple we are today.” 

Jason, a secondary education history 
major, was deployed to Iraq with the 
U.S. Marine Corps during their senior 
year. Upon his return and her gradua-
tion, Celeste accepted a job in Fairfax, Va., 
where they reside. They married in 2008.

Alumni share courtship stories
Eric Leuenberger, ’03, and Marie 
(Sassman) Leuenberger , ’04, met  
right after Marie moved into her first 
apartment. They recall dates to En Lai, 
Bob’s Sub “and of course Sheetz for 
nachos at 2 a.m.,” Marie said. They  
married in 2008 and live in Nevada.  
Eric works for Nevada State Bank as a 
business analyst. Marie teaches English  
as a second language.

Walt and Emmlou “Lu” Kovac, ’53, met 
in the North Hall dining room in 1950. 
Walt was soon called up into the Korean 
War but wrote to Lu from Korea. He 
returned in 1952, resumed their relation-
ship and became engaged at the  
SRU homecoming dance in 1952. They 
married in 1953. 

Cindy (Anderson) Phillips, ’93, and 
Terry Phillips, ’94, met in 1993 during 
spring break in Daytona Beach. Terry 
called Cindy and invited her to a party. 
“At the end of the party, he romantically 
(ha) asked me to help him take the gar-
bage out,” Cindy said. They married in 
1998, and have two children. Terry works 
for a chemical company; Cindy is an 
occupational therapist.

Maureen (Malloy) Collett and Ken 
Collett, ’86, met when Maureen’s room-
mates “dragged me out of the student 
lounge at North Hall to meet a guy who 
looked like Jesus,” Maureen said. Like 
many students, they had no money. “We 
ate frozen venison given to me from my 
father,” she said. “It was very, very hard, 
but we were in love and look back at that 
time with fond memories. They married 
in 1985 and live in Connecticut. Ken is a 
chief financial officer. Maureen works as 
an executive assistant for a bank.

Robert Dickinson, ’58, and Gracedaryl 
(Guffey) Dickinson, ’58 met in The Hut 
over the holidays, 1956, when Gracedaryl 
was playing ping-pong. Robert said she 
“captured my fancy because of her feisty 
demeanor and her dark green eyes.” They 
married in 1957 and have three children, 
two grandchildren and two great-grand-
children. They live in Arizona.

Ashley (Sechler) Sube, ’05, and Dave 
Sube, ’04, met during the Valentine’s 
Day blizzard of 2002, during a party in 
Campus Side Apartments. They began 
a serious relationship by the end of the 
semester and married in 2007. They live 
in Somerset, where Ashley is an elemen-
tary school teacher and Dave works as an 
insurance agent.
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n 1961, coaching women’s field hockey required more than 
teaching the team how to score – it meant dipping into personal 
funds to underwrite tournament trips, making bag lunches for the 
team, and rounding up students with cars to transport the team 
to matches. “We played on a field, literally, with goats at the top 
of the hill watching us practice,” recalled Patricia Zimmerman, 
affectionately known as the “mother of Rock field hockey” and the 
first women’s varsity field hockey coach. “We’d get the physical 
education classes to fill the holes on the field with sand, and before 
matches, the team would cut the grass using push mowers.” 

“That was just the way it was,” explained Anne Griffiths, who 
began coaching women’s basketball at SRU in 1965. “We didn’t 
know we had a right to complain – we just gritted our teeth and 
worked hard and did what we had to do.” 

Doing what had to be done, however, was different from 
accepting the status quo. As the two coaches and others from 
SRU became involved with national associations like the 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (AIAW), it 
was apparent that women throughout the country recognized that 
sweeping change was essential if women’s athletics was going to 
survive – and thrive.

That change came in the form of the 1972 landmark Title IX 
ruling. Title IX was enacted to prevent discrimination on the 
basis of gender in any education program receiving federal finan-
cial assistance. For Griffiths, the enactment of Title IX was the 
culmination of years of behind-the-scenes work for women at all 

Good Sports
These women were more than 
coaches at The Rock – they were 
pioneers in women’s athletics 
and the Title IX movement

WOMEN
PIOnEERS
By Heidi Tyline King

levels, but only the beginning in terms of implementation. “It 
was more than equality on the playing field – it was the respon-
sibility I felt for standing up and speaking for young women 
and coaches,” Griffiths said. “When Title IX was having trouble 
getting through Congress, we got a van and hauled our students 
and athletes to Washington, D.C., to protest. We had to educate 
them about their rights, make them believe and teach them to 
stand up for themselves. That was my goal. As a faculty member 
and administrator, I wanted to mentor young women to take our 
places one day.” 

Griffiths, who received her undergraduate degree from East 
Stroudsburg University, also became The Rock’s first woman 
chair for the department of physical education. Realizing she 
would have a more significant impact in administration, Griffiths 
earned her doctorate and worked her 
way through academe from dean to 
the eventual position of provost and 
vice president of academic affairs. 
She retired in 1999 and also served as 
president of the Eastern Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women.

“As a faculty member and coach, 
I could identify issues, but I didn’t 
have the power to make real change,” 
Griffiths said. “As an administrator, 
I could keep my eye on equity and 
implement changes as needed.”

Wilma Cavill, another pioneer in women’s athletics at SRU, 
joined the faculty in 1958 to teach health and physical education. 
Two weeks after being on campus, President Norman Weisenfluh 
called her in to his office for a chat. “He remembered that I was a 
gymnast and I got the impression he was recruiting me to coach,” 
she remembered. “I never wanted to coach, but as we continued 
to talk, I realized I wasn’t being recruited – I was being assigned. 

I coached for 13 years before being compensated. Title IX made a 
big difference for athletes but also coaches.”

Cavill is quick to say that change was gradual and progressive, 
“and it wasn’t about taking opportunities away from men, but 
giving equal opportunities to women,” she said. “Many of our 
women students don’t think about the fact that we had to fight 
for these changes, but having opportunities for competition has 
made a difference not only in athletics but also in their careers. 
Great skills are one thing, but participating in athletics provides 
discipline, the ability to organize and plan, and leadership. Even 
today, women with athletic experience are more likely to be hired 
as coaches.”

Cavill, who received her master’s degree in athletic adminis-
tration from Indiana University, is the longest-serving faculty 

member in the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education. 

Zimmerman landed at SRU in 
1961 after playing five years on 
the United States Field Hockey 
Association team. “Having been 
on the U.S. team, I had a dif-
ferent outlook as to how sports 
should be played,” she explained.

Her athletic experience, along 
with her involvement in AIAW 
and the Eastern Intercollegiate 
Association for Women (EIAW), 

made her the ideal choice for director of the SRU’s initiative 
for Equal Opportunity. “Investigating how the school stood 
in regard to Title IX – that was a difficult job,” remembered 
Zimmerman. “The fellows were so used to getting what they 
needed for their teams that it was difficult for them to share 
facilities and equipment in the beginning. It was my job to 
remind them that just meeting the requirements wasn’t enough 

I

“ …and it wasn’t about 
taking opportunities 
away from men, but  
giving equal opportunities 
to women” – Wilma Cavill

Patricia Zimmerman taught and coached at SRU from 1961-1993.
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– that it also meant providing women’s athletics with quality 
staff, transportation, and facilities.

Zimmerman graduated from East Stroudsburg University and 
received a master’s degree from the University of Illinois. She 
coached field hockey, taught physical education and became assistant 
athletic director at SRU. She also played for the U.S. Field Hockey 
Association Team for five years. She retired from SRU in 1993.

The late Martha Haverstick, who joined SRU in 1962 to coach 
tennis and coordinate physical education programs, is another 
Rock pioneer in women’s athletics. She believed young women 
could achieve whatever they set their sights on through hard 
worked and passion mixed with compassion. 

Long before there were women varsity athletics at SRU, she 
served as adviser to the Women’s Recreation Association. She was 
a great role model in academics as well. She became chair of the 
physical education department and later served as first woman 
dean of the graduate school. She dedicated 22 years of her life to 
SRU. She died in 2007.

Marie Wheaton, who coached varsity volleyball and taught 
everything from swimming to outdoor adventure during her 
27-year tenure at SRU, recognizes the monumental achievements 
in women’s athletics today as the fruit of the battles she and her 
colleagues fought 40 years ago. “We didn’t have money to even 
buy our team sandwiches when we traveled, and the skills and 
abilities of our players then can’t compare to those of women  
athletes today,” she said. 

Wheaton, who graduated from SRU in 1947 and received her 
doctorate from Vanderbilt University, joined SRU in 1948. She 

“Dr. Griffiths taught me that it is okay to 
be a strong woman. I loved the way she 
spoke, the way men responded to her with 
admiration, and I tried to emulate her when 
I was the young head coach at Cheyney. 
At SRU I also learned to be fair, to always 
be prepared, to reach out to others, to be 
respectful of teammates. Both she and 
Dr. Zimmerman are my professional best 
friends. I can’t think of doing anything with-
out talking to them. I can name on one hand 
the people I talked to during the Imus affair, 
and that includes them.”

C. Vivian Stringer, ’70, ’73,
Head Coach  

at Rutgers University

“I was a young coach, and I saw firsthand 
how my women bosses and mentors at SRU 
were the rock of the Title IX movement for 
equality. I really benefitted from that. I was 
encouraged to be very involved with AIAW 
and that got me involved on a couple of 
committees. With my master’s degree and 
my SRU experience, I was able to move into 
athletic administration very quickly. I look 
back and I’m so thankful for having role 
models, and I’ve tried to do the same for 
my athletes, daughters, and the hundreds 
of student athletes I work with every year. I 
want it to be the norm that there are female 
mentors out there to help.”

Cheryl Levick
Chief of Staff,  

University of Maryland Athletics

IN THEIR
FOOTSTEPS

launched field hockey, took over synchronized swimming and 
also coached soccer. She also led canoeing, camping, bicycling 
and backpacking trips.

Wheaton was determined enough to petition SRU President 
Weisenfluh to make women’s sports varsity programs, although  
it didn’t happen until some years later.

“If the girls wanted to play, we’d have to pick the team up and 
drive them to the Pittsburgh Field Hockey Association,” she said. 
“We’d make our own sandwiches and borrow equipment.”

Wheaton, who stays in touch with her alma mater, was recently 
asked back to campus and given a game ball signed by the current 
women’s volleyball players.

“We gave her the game ball because of the difference she 
made,” said Laureen Lokash, head women’s volleyball coach.  
“It was made very clear that she’s the reason why current women 
players have the opportunities they have today, because of her and 
the others’ pioneering leadership. She talked very kindly to our 
players about how the sport has evolved and how proud she is  
of them.”

Wheaton, reflecting on the experience of watching a recent 
match, said, “The game is so different.”

What hasn’t changed, though, is the desire for athletes to 
excel. “It wasn’t as fierce competitively, and I sometimes wonder 
if we had more fun,” she said. “But even back then, our goals  
as coaches were much the same: We pushed and motivated  
our athletes to work hard and do the best they could. It was 
gratifying to see them satisfy a desire to improve their skills  
and themselves.”

Wilma Cavill, who joined SRU in  
1958, is the longest-serving faculty  
member in the Pennsylvania State  
System of Higher Education. The  
former coach teaches health and  
safety and has no plans to retire.

Marie Wheaton coached women’s volleyball, 
field hockey and soccer at SRU from 1948-1975. 
The current women’s volleyball team recently 
honored her with a game ball. 
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Rock students grab  
prime seats, jobs  
at inauguration

S       eventh row, center is undoubtedly the closest anyone with a 
Slippery Rock University connection got to the historic Jan. 20 
inauguration of President Barack Obama –  a record proudly claimed 
by Seth Sykora-Bodie, a senior political science, geography and 
French major from Harrisville.

Sykora-Bodie got his prime seat by working as a news stringer for 
the Hearst Corp. assigned to provide localized coverage for the com-
pany’s Houston Chronicle and Seattle Post-Intelligencer newspapers.

He now has permanent reminders of the inaugural in the form 
of clippings from both newspapers which carried his bylined 
stories and inauguration photos. “I worked for the company’s 
Washington, D.C., bureau chief who was a former White House 
correspondent. He had me interviewing members of Congress and 
people from Houston and Seattle. I loved doing the interviews, 
but the writing was hard. I am not pursuing a job in journalism. It 
is too uninvolved; I like to help shape things.”

Two other SRU political science majors joined the estimated 
2 million people at the inauguration. Jessica Cosme, from Butler 
and SRU Council of Trustee member, and her friend, Alexandra 
McNeill, from Pulaski, also made the trip to Washington. 

All three had attended the Democratic Party Convention last 
summer in Denver. Sykora-Bodie and Cosme attended as part of a 
program created by The Washington Center and were sponsored by 
SRU’s College of Business, Information and Social Sciences. 

From the Dean:
Our Dublin student teaching is one of the College of Education’s signature 

student teaching experiences. Unlike out-of-the-region student teaching con-
ducted by other colleges, SRU prides itself that we send our faculty with our 
students on these experiences to assure that our students have a meaningful 
experience in the schools where they teach as well as have the opportunity 
to feel and see the culture of the area. We are extremely proud of this pro-
gram and all our out-of-the-region student teaching programs. 

 – Jay Hertzog

From the Dean:
The inauguration experience for these political science majors is an 

excellent example of the type of extracurricular opportunities available at 
SRU to enhance a student’s learning. I am pleased to report that through our 
continuous assessment process, the faculty has developed a curriculum that 
encourages learning beyond the classroom, and with the financial support of 
alumni we continue to provide support for student learning opportunities that 
demonstrate service-learning, leadership and civic engagement.

 – Bruce Russell

Irish eyes smile 
on SRU student 
teachersW“I decided to go to the inauguration because I did some work at 

the convention and just thought it would be a nice thing to do,” said 
Cosme. She arrived early and worked delivering inauguration tickets.

“I thought it was a pretty great experience,” Cosme said. “There 
were lots of very, very enthusiastic people. The city was wonderful, 
with lots of happy people. It was a once in a lifetime experience. It is 
something I will always be able to say ‘I was there’ for.”

McNeill, and her mother, Lynnda, knew they had inauguration 
tickets – and nearby “hotel space” with relatives. While Sykora-
Bodie had front row seats, the others were assigned to the “Purple 
Section,” in eyesight of the Capitol stage. 

McNeill, who had interned in Washington, D.C., found her 
Congressional connections paid off handsomely. “We were to pick 
up our tickets in person, but when we arrived the line was around 
the building,” she said. She called the office “to say I would not be 
able to get in before closing time. They assured me the office would 
stay open until all tickets were distributed. Then, an intern from the 
office where I had worked came down and into the line to deliver 
my tickets. It was great.”

  eeks after their return to campus, excitement remains off the 
charts for many of the 19 Slippery Rock University teacher edu-
cation majors who spent 10 weeks completing student teaching 
requirements in Dublin, Ireland.

“It was great. It was awesome,” is how Jessica Peconi, a 
December health and physical education graduate from Jefferson 
Hills, remembers her practicum.

“It is amazing how much you learn, and how much you learn 
about yourself, when you are immersed in a different culture,” she 
said. “I thoroughly enjoyed working with a class of junior infants –  
4 and 5 year olds – and a class of 7 and 8 year olds. In the school 
where I was assigned, St. Colmcille’s Community School, the ele-
mentary teacher also teaches physical education. They stress gymnas-
tics, not traditional gymnastics with uneven parallel bars or balance 
beams, but how to use personal space, hand-eye coordination. They 
are very serious about motor skill development at this critical age.”

“The biggest difference between our classes and theirs was that 
each day they had ‘Tea Time.’” On Fridays pastries were included,” 
Peconi said.

When Jay Hertzog, dean of SRU’s College of Education, 
returned to campus after reviewing the Dublin practicum, he 
brought “a bucket of praise from Dublin school teachers and 
administrators for our student teachers.”

“To a person, everyone who was involved offered praise and 
thanks for the fine work our students are doing,” he said. Hertzog 
used his visit to re-establish contact with Dublin schools involved 
in the practicum and to examine expansion possibilities.

The Dublin program, offered each fall, is similar to those with 
regional Pennsylvania school districts in which SRU education 
majors observe then teach as a way of gaining actual classroom 
experience before entering the teaching profession.

“I had the opportunity to watch our students involved with 
elementary, middle and high school students as well as those 
with special needs and special education classes. I saw really good 
teaching taking place. I observed two physical education classes 
with four and five year olds, a fourth-grade science class and a 
social science class for ninth graders,” Hertzog said.

Betsy McKinley, associate professor of physical education, 
accompanied the students. The students spend time in her on-
campus class before heading to Dublin for their formal teaching 
experience. Halfway through the program Joanne Leight, assistant 
professor of physical education, joined the group. Leight will lead 
next year’s students. 

LEARNING THE MOVES: 
Jessica Peconi, a December 
education graduate from 
Jefferson Hills, spent 10 weeks 
at st. Colmcille’s Community 
school in Dublin, Ireland, teach-
ing physical education to fifth 
graders as part of her student 
teaching requirement and 
found the experience exciting. 
“I’d go back in a heartbeat,” 
she said.
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Postcard show  
honors art professor’s  
40 years at SRU

Magic Planet  
brings world  
to life G

Press one button and weather patterns emerge. Press another 
and Jupiter appears. Press again and Hurricane Katrina comes to 
interactive life.

Slippery Rock University has equipped the first floor lobby 
of its Advanced Technology and Science Hall with The Magic 
Planet, a new projection display device with unlimited teaching 
potential. The Magic Planet  – one of the first in Pennsylvania  – is 
a sphere-shaped computer that displays digital media of the earth 
and other planets.

“It’s neat because you can see information that you don’t nor-
mally think of, such as different climates and hurricanes,” said 
Eric Klug, geology major from Wexford.

The interactive learning globe enables students to choose 
climate-change or other settings and see moving, color images 
of earth’s environment as it appears from space. Cloud cover, 
climate zones and shifting continents are lifted out of their flat 
dimension and projected in flashing real time.

“Magic Planet takes students leaps and bounds ahead of text-
book science or even computer-assisted learning by offering visual 
representations of what the ever-changing earth really looks like,” 
said Julie Snow, SRU associate professor of geography, geology 
and the environment.

Snow, Tamra Schiappa and Jack Livingston, associate profes-
sors of geography, geology and the environment, obtained the 

From the Dean:
Glen Brunken notes the hardest part of teaching: saying goodbye 

to students. Equally – if not more – bittersweet is bidding farewell to 
him, a College of Humanities, Fine and Performing Arts colleague, one 
who has contributed not only his teaching excellence and rapport with 
students, but also consistently shared collegiality, wisdom, humor, and 
good sense across the SRU community. We will miss his presence.  
A public thanks, Glen, for your decades of service and best wishes for 
all future pursuits. 

– Diana Dreyer

From the Dean:
Our faculty are constantly looking for ways to ensure students are 

exposed to cutting-edge knowledge, equipment and technology they will 
encounter and use in the working world. Not only does this allow all students 
and visitors to explore a multitude of current world activity, it allows them to 
know that this type of real-time technology exists. I am very proud that the 
geography, geology, and the environment department has introduced the first 
of what I hope will be several interactive learning stations in the Advanced 
Technology and Science Hall.

– Susan Hannam

   len Brunken, professor of art at Slippery Rock University, 
doesn’t care about accolades, but he certainly deserves them. He 
has helped hundreds of students develop their painting, teaching 
and art skills during his 40 years at SRU.

“Glen is a wonderful teacher and has had a huge influence 
on my visual art and my teaching,” said Jaci Ross, a 2002 SRU 
graduate and instructor at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh. “I often 
tell my students things I remember him teaching me.”

SRU’s art department recently organized a tribute to Brunken 
to observe his 40th anniversary and upcoming June retirement 
that resembles “Mr. Holland’s Opus,” the movie in which former 
students come back to campus to play for their beloved music 
professor. The department sent letters to 430 of Brunken’s former 
students asking them to contribute a postcard for an art show, 
“Forty Years Later: 1969-2009.” The exhibition was staged Feb. 9 
through March 13 at SRU’s Martha Gault Art Gallery.

“My idea was to celebrate all those years and the collaboration 
with all those students,” Brunken said. “The only way to teach art 
is to work with the students and get them to open up. On their 

postcard, they were allowed to put whatever they liked  – a photo-
graph of one of their art works, a drawing, some memory of their 
student days, pictures of the children or family.”

Former students sent postcards from their art shows while 
others lauded their professor. One graduate pasted a photo of 
himself on a 4x6 postcard with the words, “Thank you Professor 
Brunken.”

Brunken, who received his master’s degree in art from Wichita 
State University, specializes in abstract expression. His work is 
exhibited and collected internationally.

“I am proud of what we’ve accomplished,” Brunken said. 
“There wasn’t much of an art department when we started. Now 
we have a nationally and internationally known art department. 
To be part of that is a real honor.”

The difficult aspect of teaching 
is saying “goodbye.” “The hardest 
part of teaching is turning them 
loose,” he said. “When you have 
a student for three or four years, 
you become friends. That’s why if 
they write to me after they gradu-
ate, I always write back. If they’re 
doing something, I want to know 
about it.”

$43,224 globe through the Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education Technology Fee Program.

SRU is the only Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education institution and one of only two universities in 
Pennsylvania  – Carnegie Mellon University is the other  – to have 
The Magic Planet, Snow said. 

Students interact with Magic Planet at times convenient 
to them, using a touch-screen kiosk to explore or conduct 
research.  Students study satellite imagery, the movements of con-
tinents, sea surface temperatures, glaciations and human popula-
tion growth.

The College of Health, Environment and Science plans to 
expand digital learning opportunities by creating an interactive, 
hands-on Exploratorium in Advanced Technology and Science 
Hall. The chemistry department wants to install an interactive 
Periodic Table of the Elements; computer science plans to intro-
duce virtual programming, and geology envisions interactive fos-
sil and rock and mineral display cases.
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Ben Shaevitz isn’t your typical physics department chairper-
son. His interests are as varied as the cosmos. He’s an educa-
tor, backpacker, mountain biker and sustainable farmer and 
ice sailor, to name just a few of his endeavors.

In 2004, Shaevitz reached 19,500 feet on Mt. Illimani in 
Bolivia, despite hazardous conditions. If “Survivor” came 
calling, he’d participate. If “Bizarre Foods” wanted a taste 
tester, he’d eat the fertilized duck egg as long as it was certi-
fied organic.

“What can I say? I like to be in the fringes,” he said.
It’s exactly this eccentricity and energy that makes him 

such an exemplary educator at Slippery Rock University. 
The department chair, who will celebrate his 20th anniver-
sary this year, has never worked for another institution and 
remains proudest of his pioneering work in modernizing 
physics pedagogy. Long before it was on anyone’s radar, 
Shaevitz obtained a $350,000 grant to infuse physics curricu-
lum with inquiry and activity-based learning.

He eschews textbooks and lectures for experiments, even 
in introductory courses. His leadership in activity-based 
learning is one of the reasons why physics graduates are earn-
ing full rides into doctoral programs at Yale, North Carolina 
State and other top institutions. 

“I am in a position to influence others,” Shaevitz said.  
“I have to seize the opportunity. We don’t want future citizens 
and teachers to lecture and be satisfied with the status quo. We 
want teachers to teach in engaging ways. Our job is to plant the seed. In one of our classes, 
future teachers are actually taught a model that they can use in the third grade.”

In fact, Shaevitz, who grew up near Columbus, Ohio, and received his doctorate from 
Pennsylvania State University, doesn’t even like the term physicist. He views himself as 
a naturalist, someone who finds connections between ice racing and the motion of light 
and shares his insights with students in understandable terms.

“I’m not a research scientist. I’m a physics educator, and I am a very good communi-
cator who has a lot of awareness about how people learn,” he said. “For me, a course is 
like a play. There is a scene, a set and an ambiance. I am really good at setting the scene, 
so that students are relaxed and comfortable and able to synthesize lessons.”

His advice to students as they explore career paths? “Find your passion and amass the 
tools and credentials you need in order to act out that passion,” he said. “People who get 
told what their passions should be are the ones who live for the weekend and vacations. 
They’re not happy in their 40-hour jobs.”

“

”

Find your 
passion and 
amass the 
tools and  
credentials  
you need in 
order to act  
out that 
passion

PhySIcS chaIR

slides
into multiple roles
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North Hall adapts  
to co-ed environment

   www.SRU.edu   25

If “Emma the Ghost” didn’t already wander the corridors of 
North Hall, she’d probably turn over in her grave. The traditional 
all-girls residence hall with high ceilings, a pink room and chan-
delier has been invaded by an alien force in untied shoes – guys. 

“If North Hall was elegant at one point… it won’t be for long,” 
joked Taylor “So Cool” Sokol, part of the first group of male stu-
dents in Slippery Rock University history to be assigned to North 
Hall for permanent housing. “I personally haven’t had any prob-
lem with the co-educational environment, but I think the wall 
paintings need a new look....pronto.” 

The second semester has begun with men and women living in 
North Hall, the last of the single-sex residence halls. More than 
50 men occupy the third floor, an unintended consequence of the 
University’s $141-million residential hall replacement project. 
Since the former co-educational halls of Dodds, Founders and 
Bard, have been torn down and Patterson Hall has been con-
verted to a classroom and faculty office facility, male freshman 
requesting a traditional hall needed to be assigned to North or 
Kraus halls. 

“We needed to rebalance the availability of co-educational 
housing,” said Kevin Currie, SRU director of residence life. 
“North Hall is an attractive setting, and there are still opportuni-
ties for an all-female environment on the first two floors.” 

Sokol, a freshman from Cranberry, said the co-ed environment 
has enhanced his college experience, but is not without chal-
lenges. “The real world isn’t separated by same-sex spheres, so 
the North Hall arrangement promotes social equity and is espe-
cially valuable for people who grew up without a sibling of the 
opposite gender,” he said.

“Overall, I’ve really enjoyed being in North Hall, and the major-
ity of the guys in my hallway get along really well, both with 
each other and with the girls here,” said Mike Spohn, a fresh-
man from Ambridge. 

He added that gender stereotypes about messiness don’t 
always hold up. “I find it somewhat funny in that I’ve seen a few 
girl’s rooms that were ridiculously messy compared to some of 
the guy’s rooms,” he said.

Built in 1938 and the oldest residence hall on campus, North 
Hall has its share of legends. The most famous involves the ghost 
of Emma, who is said to roam the halls. The spirit is thought to 
embody Emma Guffey Miller, a prominent local political figure, 
SRU trustee and supporter who died in 1970. Miller donated money 
to help rebuild North Hall after fire destroyed the original facility 
in 1937. SRU’s Miller Auditorium honors her contributions.

Today’s young women who occupy the rooms said they don’t 
mind the men, except for one or two exceptions.

“As a freshman, the people you live with tend to become your 
friends, and I wouldn’t know as many guys if I didn’t live on the 
third floor of North Hall,” said Emily Hunter of Cassandaga, N.Y. 
“I do remember a guy once had a scooter and was taking it for 
a ride inside. I don’t always like the blaring noise, but the third 
floor has a reputation as the fun floor.”

Ice sailor flies over ice
An avid outdoorsman, Shaevitz 

took up ice sailing three years ago.
Ranked 59th in the world by the 
International DN Ice Yacht Racing 
Association, he recently participated in 
the Great Western Challenge Regatta in 
Minnesota. He whisked across 12 miles 
of Lake Osakis in an iceboat on blades, 
reaching 60 miles an hour. 

The event drew more than 75 par-
ticipants, including three former world 
champions, from around the globe. 
Although the sport’s been around since 
the 18th century and began in Holland, it 
is not widely known.

“Ice boating has this element of speed, 
and it’s obscure and I tend to like things 
that are obscure because they’re not in 
the mainstream,” Shaevitz said. “I like the 
underdog. I like to be in the fringes.”

For competitions, Shaevitz uses 
a 12-foot-long boat propelled by a 
60-square-foot sail. “Sailing is my pas-
sion at the moment. It’s 24/7, now 
that I found ice boating,” he said. “It’s 
an exhilarating experience and very, 
very humbling. You’re very, very aware 
of your surroundings and the people 
around you.”

Ice sailing is most popular in Sweden, 
Canada and the Great Lakes states of 
Minnesota and Michigan, he said. Most 
events take place during early and late 
winter, before heavy snows render frozen 
lakes unsuitable for racing.

“I participate in at least four regattas a 
year,” he said. “But you have to be ready 
to go when the conditions are right. I 
have hotlines on my phone and keep my 
eye on Web sites.” 

Shaevitz said he aspires to move from 
a bronze to silver-medalist sailor. “People 
that are good at racing ice boats tend to 
have done it for a while. It’s really, really 
hard for an upstart person to break into 
top levels,” he said.

Like everything he does outdoors, 
Shaevitz finds lessons for his students. 
“Sailing is all physics – all of this stuff is 
fodder for the classroom. When I’m rock 
climbing at Seneca Rocks in West Virginia, 
I am using physics concepts for motion 
and force and angles. It sure doesn’t hurt to 
have the academic knowledge.”

Educator becomes  
green grocer 

Shaevitz’s interest in the outdoors led 
him into another endeavor – sustainable 
farming. He and wife Lori Sands incor-
porated Silver Wheel Farm LLC in 2005. 
Located 20 miles from SRU, the farm pro-
duces certified, naturally grown produce 
and eggs. They sell goods to restaurants in 
Allegheny and Butler counties, as well as 
the famed Strip District in Pittsburgh.

Sustainability combines sound economic 
and environmental policy, another passion 
Sheavitz has embraced. “I wouldn’t be in 
farming in a way that was not beneficial to 
the earth,” he said. “I think conventional 
agriculture doesn’t promote regeneration 
and maintenance of the earth.”

His other interests include music, 
swimming and cross-country skiing. Still, 
teaching remains his priority, and Shaevitz 
relishes his role with freshmen.

“Often the very first class they take is 
mine,” he said. “It’s a good opportunity 
for me to teach that physics is not just in 
the textbook. Physics is all around you.”

Shaevitz grows lettuce, tatsoi, Chinese  
mustard, raab, cabbage and herbs at his 
sustainable farm. 

Ben Shaevitz climbs Seneca Rocks in  
West Virginia.
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Klausing

Revered coach Charles “Chuck” Klausing is 
certainly associated with winning lots of football 
games. His name is enshrined in nine athletic Halls 
of Fame, most recently for a 54-game winning 
streak. He has traveled to the country’s top colle-
giate football programs to coach the coaches  
on leadership.

But Klausing, class of 1948, credits Slippery 
Rock University with setting him on the path to 
becoming one of the top 20 winningest college 
football coaches in the country. “I could have gone 
to other schools, but I knew Slippery Rock had the 
top physical education program in the state, if not 
the nation,” he said. 

In his nearly half-century coaching career, high-
lighted with numerous championships, accolades 
and Hall of Fame inductions, Klausing has always 
been one to lead by example. He isn’t simply one 
of the most successful coaches in college football 
history – he’s also one of its most respected fig-
ures. During an age when NFL coaches demanded 
lucrative contracts, Klausing passed on an 
opportunity to reach the big time as a talent scout 
for the Pittsburgh Steelers in the heyday 1970s 
because he had a passion for the purist ethic of 
mentoring high school and college athletes. 

Alumni can learn more about the coaching 
iconoclast’s life in the book “Never Lost a Game: 
Time Just Ran Out,” co-authored by Klausing and 
Bob Fulton, a freelance writer.

The title came from a philosophy Klausing has 
lived every day, although he also recounts many 
humorous observations from his coaching career. 
He won more than 300 games on the high school 
and collegiate level and continues to mentor more 
than 1,000 youth every summer through his Team 
Klausing Wing-T Football Camps.

“Every time I lost a game, I would say time 
ran out,” he said. “I would go back to when I was 
growing up. If you lost a game, the next day, you’re 
back and ready to play again. That’s sort of a phi-
losophy that I have had.”

“Anyone that knows anything about western 
Pennsylvania football knows that he was one 

uNIversITy AdVAnCEMEnT

of the best teachers of the game,” said George 
Mihalik, SRU’s current head football coach and a 
’74 and ’76 graduate. “The thing that stood out 
about his teaching was his methods, his language, 
his emphasis on fundamentals and being physical. 
No coach wins 300 games without having a com-
mitment to the game and profession.”

Winning streak starts  
at The Rock

Klausing recalled how his love for football 
and drive to distinguish himself set him apart at 
Slippery Rock early on. At one of the first tryouts 
for the football team, 100 guys competed for 30 
slots. The traditional drills of physical workouts, 
cross-country runs and tumbling skills whittled the 
field down to about 35, but there were still more 
players than uniforms.

So Klausing volunteered to demonstrate a 
physical feat beloved by his former drill instructor, 
but scorned by his fellow footballers. He stood on 
the asphalt with his arms behind his back and fell 
forward flat onto his knees, belly and face.

“I showed this to the coach and he asked if 
anyone else could do that. No one did and he said 
to me, ‘You got a uniform’,” he said.

By the second year, Klausing was elected a 
captain of the football squad. Throughout the sea-
son, the coach called on Klausing to demonstrate 
a move, a play or a drill. “Having the opportunity to 
be a captain of the football team at Slippery Rock 
has helped me throughout my career,” he said.

He credits his experience as captain on the 
1947 squad for opening the door to his first coach-
ing job at Pitcairn High School, located in an east-
ern suburb of Pittsburgh, where he spent six years 
as head football coach.

“I got the job more because of my leadership 
abilities as a captain of a team. I had to learn to 
coach on the run,” Klausing said. “I was lucky 
in a number of ways. “It’s very seldom someone 
comes out of college and becomes a head foot-
ball coach at a high school.”

Klausing, who lives in Indiana, Pa., met his 
future wife, Joan, at SRU. The two recently cel-
ebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in May. 

Coaching legend scores 
on, off the field
By Elizabeth Lee Brown 

Remember the titan

Big-time programs  
come calling

After Braddock, Klausing was an assistant 
coach at Rutgers and then Army. He got his first 
college head coaching job at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, where he stayed for six years.

Klausing said he was lured away from IUP when 
his best friend, Bobby Bowden, the newly appointed 
head coach at West Virginia, called him on 
Christmas Day in 1969. Bowden asked Klausing to 
be an assistant coach and promised to pay him a dol-
lar less than his own $17,000 salary as head coach.

Peers remember  
natural ability

Paul Uram, a former strength coach for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, was Klausing’s roommate for 
two years and played quarterback on the squad.

Uram, a ’49 Rock graduate, said Klausing came 
to Slippery Rock with two years experience play-
ing Penn State football. He showed natural athletic 
ability, whether he was playing football, running 
track and field, or pounding his opponent as a box-
ing champ at Penn State, Uram said.

“When he came to Slippery Rock, he was far 
ahead of everyone else as far as football experi-
ence was concerned,” he said.

And Klausing was always dedicated to football. 
“Every time that he was in a dormitory, he always 
talked football, diagrams, plays, defenses…his 
whole life was nothing but his girlfriend, his fam-
ily and football,” Uram said. “That was Chuck. He 
was a solid, genuine individual.”

Uram said Klausing had his chance to  
become a scout for the Steelers in the 1970s – 
during the time the team would win four  

Super Bowl rings – but Klausing declined, say-
ing he preferred to continue coaching.

After Pitcairn, Klausing’s first assignment was 
head football coach at Braddock High School, 
where he would win a record six consecutive 
Western Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
League football championships from 1954 to 1959.

As coach, he led the team to 54 consecutive 
game victories. In June, he was recognized for his 
accomplishments at Braddock and inducted into 
the WPIAL Hall of Fame.

Klausing said the 1947 Slippery Rock squad 
would later become known for churning out suc-
cessful coaches, especially in the WPIAL. Aside 
from Klausing, many other players went on to 
coach football on the high school, collegiate and 
professional levels, and at least four others also 
won WPIAL championship titles.

“The experience at Braddock opened up so 
many doors for me,” he said. “I wanted to try col-
lege coaching, because I had five kids, and at that 
time, the kids who lived in a college town seemed 
to get the good opportunities.”

When Bowden reached the million-dollar coach-
ing benchmark at Florida State University in the 
1990s, Klausing called him and joked that he was 
ready to be his assistant, again, for a dollar less. 

During his 16 years as a college head coach, 
Klausing’s record was 124-25-2. He won 80 
percent of his games. In 1998, he was inducted 
into the College Football Hall of Fame in South 
Bend, Indiana. 

In 1986, after four decades of coaching on the 
high school and college level, he felt it was time 
to quit. “It was physically too hard,” said Klausing, 
who, at the time, was the assistant coach at the 

University of Pittsburgh. “I decided I was going to 
retire, and then had six job offers.”

While his success made him one of the foremost 
coaches of his generation, Klausing has also exhib-
ited a quiet benevolent streak. He has financially sup-
ported SRU in many ways over the years, from the 
beginning. “I gave to Slippery Rock early; I bought a 
helmet each year for the football team,” he said.  
“I am very sympathetic to Slippery Rock because of 
the education I received. My gifts have been varied.”

Klausing always liked to win football games. 
As his extraordinary life shows, he’s also a win-

ner off the field. 

charles klausing, ’48, played center 
for the Slippery Rock football team.

Football legends: Bobby Bowden (left), head coach at Florida State 
University, and SRU’s Charles Klausing, ’48, are long-time friends.

“ Anyone that knows anything about western 
Pennsylvania football knows that he was one  
of the best teachers of the game.” 

– George Mihalik
sru’s current head football coach
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then the Armstrong County Memorial 
Hospital, and St. Francis Hospital in 
Wichita, Kan. She returned to Butler to 
work for the Butler County Department 
of Health for 10 years then worked with a 
home health care agency before retiring in 
1999 with 34 years experience.

“When I was growing up, my fam-
ily lived in Florida and when we came 
to Butler to visit my grandmother, she 
would dress up my brother Evan, my 
sister Molly, and me in Slippery Rock 
University hoodies and shirts and joke 
about us going to SRU. We wanted to 
go where grandma went. She displayed 
her degrees at her home and often talked 
about how good SRU was and how she 
received a quality education,” Gomez said. 
“I decided to follow her advice.”

Gomez’ parents moved to Pennsylvania 
in 1992 and following high school, he 
enrolled at Butler County Community 
College, later transferring to SRU. “My 
brother and sister are still in high school, 

so, they too may follow grandma’s 
path,” Gomez said.

“I think it was really a 
very good decision to 
come here,” he said, but 
jokes, “Of course, my 
wife, Maggie, may not 
agree. She is an under-

graduate at IUP - SRU’s 
arch rival. When we go to 
football games, she sits 

with her friends on 
the IUP side of 

the stadium and 
I sit with my 
SRU friends on 
the SRU side. 
It has made for 
some very loud 
discussions.”

’08 graduate 
followsgrandmother’s

 path
Dominic Gomez’s maternal grandmother 

Mary Cunningham Ray, who earned 
two Slippery Rock University diplomas, 
clearly set the path for her grandson when 
he was young. The emulation culminated 
at December graduation when Gomez 
receive his own SRU diploma. 

“It was a great path,” said Gomez, who 
received a degree in business management. 
“It is already paying off. I landed a job 
working for First Commonwealth Bank as 
a transaction specialist where I deal with 
verifying loan information.”

Ray earned her first SRU degree in 
nursing education in 1978, then returned 
for further study to earn a bachelor of 
science in nursing in 1983. She spent 
20 years at Butler Memorial Hospital 
before taking positions with the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in Butler, 

Dominic Gomez and 
his grandmother, 

Mary Cunningham 
Ray both graduated 

from SRU.

William B. Rometo,  
leaves family legacy to SRU

William B. 
Rometo, who played 
halfback for legend-
ary Slippery Rock 
University football 
coach N. Kerr 
Thompson and once 
served as president of 
the scholarship com-
mittee that bears the 
coach’s name, used 
his lifelong love of sports and SRU to 
benefit high school students throughout 
his entire life.

Rometo, a 1946 SRU graduate, died at 
age 91 in Alliance, Ohio. His SRU football 
career was cut short in 1942 by injury, but 
he continued his studies in physical educa-
tion before entering the teaching profes-
sion. Those who knew him recalled that he 
frequently credited coach Thompson for 
setting his life’s path in the field of educa-
tion. He had played for several semi-pro 
football teams, including the Creighton 
Tigers and Swissvale Floridians. 

“Dad never missed a chance to tell peo-
ple he had gone to Slippery Rock,” said 
his son William J. Rometo, who followed 
in his father’s footsteps in numerous ways. 
William J. Rometo and his sister Arlene 
Romeo Bruderly, ’71, both graduated 
from SRU. His son remains a health and 
physical education teacher at Plum High 
School, where his father landed his first 
teaching job.

Both men coached football at Plum, 
with the elder Rometo also excelling as 
the school’s basketball and baseball coach. 
The elder Rometo’s greatest triumphs, 
like his mentor Thompson’s, were in 
football. Teams he coached won 14 
straight games through the 1951-52 sea-
sons, including the Alle-Kiski Conference 
Championship. His overall record stands 
at 54 wins, 53 losses and 11 ties. He also 
coached in the Shriners All-Star Football 
Game in 1952.

“One time we counted in the family and 
found between 14 and 15 of dad’s family 
members – children, grandchildren, broth-
ers, sisters, nieces and nephews attended 
Slippery Rock University,” said William 
J. Rometo, a 1974 graduate. William J. 
Rometo’s own sons (the coach’s grandsons) 
Mario graduated from SRU in 2006, while 

Robert McCafferty, owner of North Country Brewing Co.  
in Slippery Rock
Home: Slippery Rock and Stoneboro.

Age: 41.

Profession:  Owner of North Country Brewing Co. where we make real beer, free of 
additives and preservatives. Silvermist Farm is our new garden spot. It 
has a greenhouse, blueberry orchard, apple orchard and is the new home 
of my annual 100 by 300 foot garden that supplements the vegetables in 
season at the restaurant. I am co-owner of The Birdhouse.

Hobbies:  Traveling, camping, backpacking, freedom, dogs, drinking beer, smiling, 
having fun, planting and gardening.

Great Realizing some dreams. 
accomplishment: 

Why I Give:  Why I give to The Rock: I believe in small town USA, the idealism and 
energy of college students. I relate to how hard it can be to cover the 
costs associated with pursuing a degree. Since opening North Country 
Brewing Co., I have networked with the MS3 students at SRU to bring 
about a self-sustaining entity in a commercial setting. Students helped 
construct the living roof above the brewery that breaths oxygen and 
absorbs storm water run-off. This past summer, we worked together to 
bring a worm bin to the back of North Country. It eliminates landfill 
waste and provides a perfect natural fertilizer for our gardens. North 
Country gives toward an MS3 scholarship because I support and pro-
mote the program’s ethics and way of life. The catchwords from when I 
was in school are now household terms, but not enough has been done 
to change direction. We give because we believe in their program. 

ROCK FILe

Carlo is now a freshman majoring in crimi-
nology and criminal justice.

Coach Rometo’s brother, the late Art 
Rometo, led the family’s tradition at SRU 
as the first Rock graduate in 1942. 

Coach Rometo met his wife, Rose, on 
the steps of North Hall, according to their 
son. Rose Rometo, a 1943 SRU graduate, 
is now a retired teacher from the Penn 
Hill School System living in Alliance 

Ohio. Both she and her husband were life 
members of the SRU Alumni Association.

Throughout his 32-year teaching 
career, including 18 years as principal at 
Plum, Rometo guided countless, deserv-
ing students and athletes to his alma 
mater and frequently told of his days at 
The Rock along with his work with coach 
Thompson. He retired from Plum in 
1978 after 32 years in education.

catchINg UP wIth: 

Alden Hart
sru Professor of english, 1972-2001

Retired English chair finds his bliss
He’s still as thin as a marathon runner, 

laughs a lot and appreciates good fiction. 
But Alden Hart, the former English depart-
ment chair who retired to North Carolina, 
doesn’t want to brag about his notify-the-
teacher’s union accomplishment.

He wore the orange apron.
“I found out there was a new Home 

Depot opening near town,” he said. “On a 
lark, I went in and applied for a job. Wow, 
I got one. So for four and a half years I wore 
the orange apron, went by Al and was an 
associate in the hardware department. Loved 
the experience, even though after four years I 
still wasn’t making $10 an hour.”

Hart, a professor of English, retired from 
SRU in 2001. He swapped Moby Dick and 
freshman composition for a three-acre farm-
house with a barn and woodshop. He grows 
vegetables, including okra, and peanuts and 
plays golf five times a week. He and wife Carla 
moved to the Greenville area to be near their 
daughter Rachel and two grandchildren.

It’s not quite Walden Pond, but Hart 
does own five chainsaws and a riding 
mower. He clearly admires Henry David 
Thoreau’s ethic of living a life of balance 
between nature and community.

“I keep experimenting with various 
projects: small furniture, birdhouses, doll 
furniture,” Hart said. “I always loved mow-
ing grass and raking leaves. Now I have the 
time to really do that around the property.”

He is quick to add that he still likes 
Milwaukee’s Best and antiques.

“I enjoy going to the second-hand stores 
and looking for treasures,” he said. “I 
haven’t escaped being thrifty (cheap?).”

Hart said he finds the flexibility of retire-
ment exciting. “What has been surprising is 
the freedom to try out options, and if those 
don’t work, try some others,” he said. 
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Weddings
1960s
Bonnie Gangone McElhaney, ’63, 
married Joe Lukasik, Oct. 11, 2008, 
in Butler.

1970s
Diane Glessner, ’78, married Jody 
Manges, Nov. 23, 2007. She and her 
husband reside in Chambersburg 
where Glessner teaches physical 
education, grades pre-K through 4, 
at Winter Street Elementary School. 
Friends can reach her at patdetg@
aol.com.

2000s
Heather Thorstenson, ’03, and Wilbur 
Cronk were married Aug. 26, 2008.

Marie Leuenberger, ’04, and Eric 
Sassman, ’03, were married Sept. 
13, 2008. The couple resides in Las 
Vegas, where Marie is a teacher 
for Clark County School District and 
Eric is a business analyst for Nevada 
State Bank.

Acacia Kreger, ’06, and Matthew 
Svonavec were married Sept. 1, 2007. 
The couple resides in Somerset.

Christine Molnar, ’07, and Justin 
Flowers, ’06, were married Aug. 2, 
2008, in Butler. The couple resides in 
Fayetteville, N.C., where Christine is 
a fourth-grade teacher and Justin is 
an assistant manager at Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car.

ALUMnI AssoCIATIoN rePorT

‘

Editorial Information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply contact us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1-800-GET-ROCK 
or fax us at 724.738.4784. It is our policy not to publish engagements or pregnancies; however, we publish marriages and births.

(M) - Denotes master’s degree, (F) - Denotes faculty member, (FR) - Denotes friend of the University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes Births and Adoptions

CLASS NoTes

1940s
William S. E. Coleman, ’49, won 
the Jennerstown Mountain Playhouse 
International Comedy Contest’s annual 
Grindstone Award for his two-act roman-
tic stage comedy “One Golden Moment.” 
His two-act comedy “The Morning After 
the Night Before” won the International 
James Sunwall Award for New Comedies 
and was performed in Gainesville, Fla. 

1960s
Maxine Maxwell Davis, 
’62, was inducted into 
the Eastern Washington 
University Athletics Hall of 
Fame for her success as a 
coach in gymnastics. Davis 
coached EWU’s women’s 
gymnastics team for nine season from 
1970-78 with national championship 
appearances in all nine. After gradua-
tion from SRU, Davis earned a master’s 
degree from California State University 
Los Angeles . She retired as professor 
emeritus in EWU’s physical education 
and health department. She also coached 
in California at Chino High School and 
Chaffey College.

Denny Douds, ’63, became the all-time 
leader in career wins by a Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference football 
coach. Douds, who is in season 35 
as head coach at East Stroudsburg 
University, recorded 213 career wins 
Sept. 20, 2008, when his Warriors 
downed Shippensburg 44-41. That win 
moved him ahead of former Millersville 
head coach Gene Carpenter, who won 
212 games in 31 seasons (1970-2000). 
After this past season, Douds now owns 
an overall record of 217-142-3. Douds is 
a proud member of the “Charlie’s Boys” 
group that includes former Rock student-
athletes who played on teams coached 
by Charles Godlasky (1959-64). 

John Ohl, ’64, retired from Mesa 
[Ariz.] Community College where he 
taught 32 years. Friends may e-mail 
him at jomo1227@cox.net.

Gary Ratay, ’64, retired from teaching 
in the history department of Biglerville 
High School in 1996. Ratay just com-
pleted 28 years as a guide emeritus at 
the Gettysburg Battlefield National Park. 

P. Griffith Lindell, ’66, is a motiva-
tional speaker, management consultant 
and trainer. He has also published the 
following materials: “Pocket Guide to 
Customer-Centric Thinking”; “Pocket 
Guide to Overcoming your Impediments 
to Success”; “Pocket Guide to 
Behavioral Diversity in the Workplace: 
A New Perspective; Understanding 
Technology Product Launch Dynamics 
and a blog – Thoughts on Leadership.” 

Dick Hudson, ’68, a member of the SRU 
Sports Hall of Fame, was elected presi-
dent of the Athens [Georgia] Symphony 
Board of Directors. Hudson, a community 
leader, also directed the University of 
Georgia’s 1996 Olympic venues and was a 
consultant to the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

Sheila J. Ellenberger, ’69, was 
installed at Muskingum College’s Henry 
S. and Katherine W. Evans Director 
and Distinguished Librarian. The inau-
gural recipient of this appointment, 
Ellenberger joined Muskingum College in 
1990 and serves today as director of the 
library and coordinator of the college’s 
education division. She earned her bach-
elor of arts degree from Slippery Rock 
University, her master of library science 
degree at Kent State University and her 
doctor of education degree from Nova 
Southeastern University.

1970s
George Spetar, ’75, was inducted into 
the Mercer County Sports Hall of Fame. 
Spetar played baseball at Hickory High 
School (Hermitage), the Hickory American 
Legion Team and SRU.  While at The Rock, 
Spetar attained All-American status and 
established 13 single-season and career 
offensive records including RBIs, hits, 
total bases, home runs, stolen bases and 
career batting average (.377).   

Greg Phillips, ’78, was appointed by 
Gov. Edward Rendell to serve as a com-
missioner representing Pennsylvania on 
the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation 
Commission. He and his wife, Leanne, 
and son Brandon live in Youngwood.

Lawrence Reed, ’78, 
received the doctor of 
laws, honoris causa, 
and delivered the com-
mencement address at 
Northwood University. 
Reed taught economics 
and was department chair 
at Northwood from 1982 to 1984. He has 
authored more than 1,000 newspaper 
articles, 200 radio commentaries, dozens 
of magazine articles, as well as five books. 
Reed’s most recent book is “Striking the 
Root: Essays on Liberty.” He has spoken in 
40 states and 15 foreign countries.

Gary Shingleton, ’78, umpired the 
NCAA Division III National Baseball 
Championships in Appleton, Wisc. 
Shingleton is president of the 
Chesapeake Basin Collegiate Baseball 
Umpires Association in Harrisburg, 
which consists of 145 umpires and ser-
vices eight conferences and numerous 
independents. He was an active base-
ball player until 1997, playing for Butler 
High School, Slippery Rock University 
and the Eagle County League.

Carol Stein, ’78, led her General Electric 

Co. track and field team to its 12 consecu-
tive U.S. Corporate Athletic Association 
Championship held at California State 
University in San Diego. Stein and hus-
band, Ronnie, reside in Wilmington, N.C.

1980s
Joseph C. Marks II, ’82, was promoted 
to principal in the firm at Schroedel, 
Scullin & Bestic, LLC, in Canfield, Ohio.

Steve McCullough, ’82, is chief finan-
cial officer for WIKA Instrument Corp. in 
Atlanta. WIKA manufactures pressure 
and temperature instrumentation for 
bio-diesel and sanitation industries.

Gerald Baglieri, ’83, was hired as 
manager director of Avaya Canada. 
Avaya delivers intelligent communica-
tions solutions that help companies 
transform their businesses to achieve 
marketplace advantage. Baglieri, who is 
married and has three children, serves 
on the board of directors of NewLife 
NYC, an urban youth organization 
focused on helping at-risk teenagers.

Deborah Ignatenko Gibbens, ’83, 
received a doctor of arts degree in lead-
ership from Franklin Pierce University 
in May 2008. Ignatenko Gibbens is a 
principal at Bow Elementary School and 
an adjunct professor at both Plymouth 
State and Franklin Pierce universities.

Scott Pennewill, ’83, is the women’s 
volleyball coach at Loyola College in 
Baltimore. Most recently, Pennewill 
coached women’s volleyball for five 
years at Johns Hopkins University and 
was head women’s volleyball coach at 
Drexel, Clarion and Millersville univer-
sities. He has posted a career coaching 
record of 366-239.

Stephan Chatman, ’87, is coordinator 
of a non-profit organization called “Erie 
Weed and Seed,” a program dedicated 
to wiping out crime in tough neighbor-
hoods. Check out the Web site at 
www.erieweedandseed.org.

1990s
Beth Lysinger, ’91, of New Castle, 
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro, an inactive 
volcano in Tanzania, Africa, to raise 
money for breast cancer research.  
For more information, go to www.
climbforhope.org.

Tine Hansen-Turton, 
’92, chief executive offi-
cer of National Nursing 
Centers Consortium 
and vice president of 
Health Care Access and 
Policy at Public Health 
Management Corp., was awarded 
the Sharp Cutting Edge Award by 
the American College of Nurse 
Practitioners. The award is presented 

to individuals who display extraordinary 
dedication to the nurse practitioner 
community. Hansen-Turton earned a 
bachelor’s degree in political science 
from SRU, a master’s degree in govern-
ment administration from University of 
Pennsylvania’s Fels Institute and her 
juris doctor from Temple University’s 
Beasley School of Law.

William Prystauk, ’94, was the first 
place winner of the International Horror 
and Science Fiction Film Festival for his 
screenplay “Red Agenda.” He works 
as an English professor at Kutztown 
University and lives in Easton with his 
wife, Cheryl.

Karey LaVacca Coppage, ’97, was 
named Queen Anne’s County’s Teacher 
of the Year. Coppage is a second-grade 
teacher at Centerville Elementary 
School in Centerville, Md. She and hus-
band, Tucker, and son Christian reside 
in Millington, Md.

Kimberlee Steck, ’97, was a finalist in 
the 2008 South Florida Business Journal’s 
Excellence in Human Resources Award. 
Steck is manager of human resources 
at Global Tower LLC in Boca Raton, Fla. 
Steck also held positions as the manager 
of human resources at Formula Telecom 
Solutions; office manager at Eisenhower 
Medical Passport; and group services 
and activities coordinator at Marriott’s 
Castle Harbour Resort in Tuckers Town, 
Bermuda.

Antonio Comas, ’98, was named one 
of the Rising Stars in Pennsylvania 
for 2008 by the publishers of Super 
Lawyers and Law & Politics Magazines. 
Comas is an associate with the law firm 
of Burns, White & Hickton, specializing 
in worker’s compensation. After gradu-
ation from SRU, Comas earned his juris 
doctor from the Duquesne University 
School of Law in 2002.

Wendy Bable, ’99, has been named 
a 2008 Winifred Ward Scholar. Bable 
has a master of fine arts in drama and 
theatre for youth candidate at the 
University of Texas-Austin’s depart-
ment of theatre and dance. She gradu-
ated magna cum laude from SRU with 
a triple major in theatre, English lit-
erature and philosophy. Her family still 
resides in Darlington. While pursuing 
her M.F.A. from the University of Texas, 
she is also completing another master’s 
degree in education from Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi.

Karen Hickok Legato, ’99, was pro-
moted to senior director of development 
and alumni affairs at the University of 
Florida College of Veterinary Medicine.

Jennifer Tamel Lasik, ’99, is the 
new coordinator of The South Lincoln 
Training and Event Center in Kemmerer, 
Wyo. Her duties include working to 

1970s
Susan Kretschmer Leining, ’79, 
announces the birth of her grandson, 
Caleb Glenn Moore, May 21, 2008, in 
Dallas, Texas.

1990s
Carl Anderson, ’93, and wife 
Jennifer, announce the birth of their 
second child Connor James, Aug. 1, 
2008. He was welcomed home by 
sister, Connie.

Maureen Durbin McCarthy, ’93, 
and husband, Tim, announce the birth 
of their son Sean Thomas, Oct. 10, 
2008. Sean joins brother Timmy and 
sister Maggie. The McCarthy’s reside 
in Kailua, Hawaii.

Mike Morris, ’94, and wife, Alicia, 
announce the birth of their second 
child Sydney Mae, May 16, 2008. 
Sydney joins her brother Avery.

Amie Mosier Kefauver, ’96, and 
Joe Kefauver, ’96, announce the birth 
of their son Cooper Donald, Aug. 11, 
2008. Cooper joins sister Maddie, and 
brother Ty.

Dawn Carenbauer Harris, ’97, 
and husband, Lee, announce the 
birth of twin sons Ethan Lee and 
Brandon Lee, July 4, 2007. Karen 
Mann Carenbauer, ’63, and 
George Carenbauer are the proud 
grandparents.

Richard Dunn, ’98, and wife, Joy, 
announce the birth of their son  
Richard Joseph Dunn Jr., July 21, 
2008. He joins sister Reilly at their 
home in Phoenixville.

Dana Eckel Thomas, ’98, and hus-
band Kevin, announce their second 
child Emily Anne born Oct. 14, 2008. 
Emily joins sister Sarah. 

Andrew 
Seder, ’98, 
and wife, 
Marissa, 
announce the 
birth of their 
son Adam 
Paul, Aug. 3, 
2008.

Megan Cajka Zendarski, ’98, and 
Michael Zendarski, ’90, announce 
the birth of their first child Mallory Kay, 
March 16, 2008. The Zendarski’s live in 
Natrona Heights and both teach in the 
Highlands School District.

Melissa Jackson Gnoth, ’99, and 
Jim Gnoth, ’98, announce the birth of 
their son Caden Alexander born Sept. 
16, 2008. Caden joins brother Caleb.

2000s
Martha Richards Brown, ’00, and 
husband, Randy, announce the birth of 
their daughter Klayre Elizabeth born 
Aug. 5, 2008. She joins brother Keith.

Cynthia Jones Golightly, ’01, and 
husband, Tim, announce the birth of 
their daughter Hannah Grace born Aug. 
20, 2008.

Chad Barger, ’02, and wife, Kim, 
announce the birth of their first child 
Alec James, Jan. 31, 2008. Chad is 
the executive director of the Cultural 
Enrichment Fund in Harrisburg.

Emily Eckel Grazulis, ’02, and hus-
band Joe, announce the birth of their 
son, William John, August 9, 2008.

Anne Supancik McConnell, ’03, 
announces the birth of twin sons John 
Mark, and Luke Francis, May 31, 2008.

Beth Wilson Weiland, ’04, and hus-
band, Derek, announce the birth of their 
daughter Bindi Louise, Oct. 10, 2008.

Acacia Kreger Svonavec, ’06, and 
husband, Matthew, announce the birth 
of their son Lane Matthew, June 11, 
2008.

Upcoming alumni events
■  Baltimore Alumni Reception 

Date: March 23, 6-9 p.m.
Join Rock alumni and alumni from Millersville, Mansfield, Bloomsburg, Kutztown, 
Indiana and Shippensburg for a joint PA State System of Higher Education alumni event. 
Only $15 per person, includes full buffet dinner at Lucy’s Irish Pub and Restaurant.

■  Tulips and Windmills River Cruise 
Date: April 7-17.

A Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education alumni and friends travel program.

■  Pittsburgh Ballet Theater “Cinderella”
Date: April 25, 2-4 p.m.

Septime Webre brings the enchanting story of “Cinderalla” to life in a delightfully 
humorous and stunningly beautiful production. 

Call 724.738.2015 for more information.

secure funding for the center and sched-
uling business conferences, weddings 
and banquets. A Milwaukee native, 
Lasik received a political science degree 
from SRU and a master’s degree in pub-
lic administration from the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

Lisa McMahon McCann, ’99, was 
promoted to director of advertising and 
communications at the Triangle Tech 
Group. In this role, she is responsible 
for managing, overseeing and evaluat-
ing the operation of the advertising 
and communications department for all 
six schools in the Triangle Tech Group. 
She resides with her husband, David, 
in Wexford. 

2000s
Sarah Barthol, ’02, is the community 
relations manager for the Minnesota 
Timberwolves.

LaShawn Burton-Faulk, ’02, was 
named banking center manager at Fifth 
Third Bank in Pittsburgh. In her new 
role, Burton-Faulk is responsible for 
business development, management of 
the branch staff as well as operations 
at the office.

Seth Jenny, ’02, has been appointed 
exercise physiologist and fitness 
manager at Incirlik Air Force Base in 
Turkey. Following graduation from SRU, 
he earned his master’s degree in per-
formance coaching at the University of 
Edinburgh in Scotland.

Ryan Smith, ’02 (M), has been hired 
as athletic director of Mount Aloysius 
College. The college was recently 
awarded full membership into NCAA 
Division III. Smith served as Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania athletic 
director for the past two years. Before 
that he was IUP’s director of intramu-
rals, recreation and club sports for  
10 years.

Susan Harry, ’04, was named to the 
Pennsylvania Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants “40 Under 40 
Members to Watch,” a list honor-
ing younger CPAs who promote the 
accounting profession by actively 
participating in the organization’s com-
mittees and activities.

Lauren Branchetti, ’06, was named 
Pennsylvania Cyber Teacher of the 
Month for her leadership at the 
Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School. 
Branchetti oversees the education of 
55 students in kindergarten through 
12-grade and teaches three, fifth-grade 
math classes with 60 students enrolled 
in her classes.

Michael Koshzow, 
’07, was named 
Cosmopolitan 
Magazine’s 
Pennsylvania Bachelor 
of the Year of 2008.

Ayssa Papay, ’07, is a second-grade 
teacher at Artman Elementary School 
in the Hermitage School District.

Mike Desnoyers, ’08, is making a 
name for himself in graduate school 
and as a vocal performer in San 
Francisco. Desnoyers appeared in a 
Sprint holiday Internet commercial 
and is singing tenor solos at the San 
Francisco Conservatory and with pro-
fessional companies.

Meghan Oefinger, ’08, has landed a 
prestigious position as lifestyle inter-
ventionist at Johns Hopkins University. 
She will create exercise programs 
aimed at helping the severely mentally 
ill in Maryland lose weight. Oefinger, 
an exercise and rehabilitative sciences 
graduate, will join a five-year National 
Institute of Mental Health funded 
study examining the effectiveness 
of long-term weight loss programs, 
including an evaluation of nutritional 
and fitness counseling.
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Advancement
News

ExECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
•  richard Manning, ‘75, 

President

•  eric Holmes, ‘93, Immediate 
Past President

•  bonnie Mcelhaney, ‘63, 
President-elect

Gift officer broadens donor  
opportunities 

Terri Taylor, the new 
major gifts officer for 
University Advancement, 
believes donors respond best 
to simple, honest principals. 
“Compassion and kindness 
to others makes a difference, 
and building relationships is 
the essence of philanthropy,” 
she said.

Taylor joins SRU as a 
development officer with 
many “dream-making” 
capabilities. Fortunate to 
meet people from all walks 
of life who have a myriad of interests, she establishes support for 
student scholarships, academic programs, equipment upgrades, gifts 
honoring a loved one and gifts for building renovations on campus.

“The opportunities are endless,” she said. “My work gives me 
the unique opportunity to meet with Slippery Rock University’s 
many generous alumni and friends and encourage them to support 
the progress of the University,” she said. 

“Terri’s experience, her familiarity with the region and her innate 
ability to converse with anyone about most any subject are traits 
that make her a wonderful addition to our team in development,” 
said Barbara Ender, Vice President for University Advancement.

Taylor said there are many opportunities for giving. “Look at 
the impact that private support has had on our current student 
body:  Doors have been opened through scholarships, travel 
opportunities, new and improved facilities and out-of-the-class-
room experiences such as the Trading Center in the School of 
Business, a state of the art trading room that provides simulations 
of financial markets,” she said.

Donors experience satisfaction from giving as well. “I have 
never met a person who has started a scholarship, donated to the 
performing arts series, or become a member of the Rock Athletic 
Club that has regretted it,” Taylor said. “Giving feels good to both 
the donor and the recipient. Can’t beat that.”

Taylor’s ethic of kindness and service was formed in part by more 
than 15 years of advocacy on behalf of children and adults who were 
attempting to come out of abusive relationships. She was assistant 
director of the Victim Outreach Intervention Center in Butler from 
2000-2008 and worked for the Volunteers Against Abuse Center in 
Evans City. Her successful years of fundraising in those positions con-
tinue to inform her work in advancement. “You must have a passion 
for your cause.” She has bachelor’s degrees in psychology and indus-
trial relations from Clarion University and enjoys working for SRU.

“I enjoy the enthusiasm of my co-workers and their mission-
driven philosophy,” she said, “I have a great job.”

University’s new hire  
expected to score for athletics

William Richter, a 
former college football 
and basketball player, 
admires Slippery Rock 
University’s top-notch 
athletic facilities and 
loves to point out that 
The Rock captured 
the most recent Dixon 
Trophy symbolizing 
the most successful 
all-around program in 
the Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference.

Recently hired as 
University Advancement’s 
first development officer 
for athletics, Richter 

intends to build on those positives by helping to raise the funds 
necessary to increase the number of athletic scholarships available 
to outstanding student-athletes. Contributions from alumni, pub-
lic, private and corporate donors will support the creation of new 
athletic scholarships.

“We are excited to have Bill Richter join our staff as a dedi-
cated fundraiser for Rock athletics,” said Barbara Ender, Vice 
President for University Advancement. “We recognize the need 
to put a stronger emphasis on our fund-raising efforts to cre-
ate more scholarships for athletics. Bill will work closely with 
coaches and the athletic director to increase our scholarship dol-
lars in order to attract more outstanding student-athletes to  
The Rock.”

Richter’s goals involve establishing new scholarships, hosting 
goodwill events in cities with head football coach George Mihalik 
and, ideally, securing transformational gifts.

“I feel like I’ve been preparing for this challenge for 20 years,” 
he said. “Alumni and friends of Slippery Rock University can 
feel proud of the accomplishments here, both academically and 
athletically. Clearly, this is a pivotal time for athletics at Slippery 
Rock University. We have years of excellence, tradition and an 
international mystique to build on. We need to raise scholarship 
support so that each of our 18 sports can be fully funded. We’re 
in danger of losing our competitive edge.”

Institutions need alternative revenues to offset diminishing state 
and federal support. 

For instance, the football program offers 15 fully funded schol-
arships annually, whereas the conference allows 36. Schools that 
offer 36 scholarships are naturally going to enroll more blue-chip 
athletes and thus field stronger teams.

For more information, call 724.738.2004.

In Memory
Margaret McDowell Davis, ’28 
Thelma Blackburn Flaherty, ’29 
Louise Tindall Amos, ’32 
Florence Mathews Wood, ’33 
Sara Hofmeister Griffith, ’34 
Louise Hurst McCormick, ’34 
William Nordstrom, ’35 
Margaret Johnston Peters, ’35 
C. Jack William, ’36 
Marie Lower Smith, ’38 
Mary Elder Allbaugh, ’39 
William Hinds, ’39 
Edward Nahas, ’39 
Harry Schmidt, ’39 
Ethel Cowles Wadlinger, ’41 
Dorothy Steele Chambers, ’42 
Virginia Skelton Simpson, ’42 
M. Lucille Porter Cooper, ’43 
Ruth Davies Nesbit, ’43 
Irene Marko Kuvinka, ’43 
Eleanor Finney Thompson, ’43 
Emma-Mae Leslie Bartley, ’45 
Virginia Bler Folks, ’45 
Goldie Hildebrandt, ’45 
Charles Balik, ’48 
Raymond Nedwidek, ’48 
Ruth Kemper Pasley, ’48 
Donald Blasdell, ’49 
Lorraine Fisher Gardner, ’49 
Mary Ann Bell Herrmann, ’49 
Albert Ward, ’49 
Mildred Kersnick Allen, ’50 
Bernard Cowden, ’50 
Margaret Gravatt, ’50 
Wilma Laycock, ’50 

Frank Ford, ’51 
Clara Young Cresswell, ’52 
Charles Ehmer, ’53 
Byung Nam, ’53 
Samuel Sava, ’53 
Sonya Utterback Cirks, ’55 
Joseph Drobezko, ’57 
John Fecich, ’58 
Lois Matthews Tucker, ’58 
Kenneth Palmer, ’59 
Steve Ruzicka, ’60 
Mary Sherwood Wise, ’63 
Judy Hoffman Burnham-Mitchell, ’66 
Mary Radoycis Conti, ’66 
Donald Hall, ’66 
Ruth Ann Leonberg Sylvester, ’66 
Patricia Fleeger, ’67 
Alvin Fulton, ’67 
Richard Kunkle, ’67 
Carol Crawford Severance, ’68 
Lois Lacy Frankel, ’70 
Carolyn Phipps, ’70 
Laura Richardson Martin, ’70 
Barry Beighley, ’71 
Joyce Charney Piper, ’71 
John Riott, ’71 
Paul Vargo, ’71 
Theron Durr, ’72 
Ardes Eakin, ’72 
Sandra Ross Wetherbee, ’72 
James Kamandulis, ’73 
Carl Allan Schaeffer, ’73 
Jacquelyn Turner, ’73 
Gus Elefterin, ’74 
Douglas Johnson, ’74 

Maryanne Yanosick Lucas, ’74 
Lynda Angelo Means, ’74 
Mark Pfister, ’74 
John Stroud, ’74 
Richard Beveridge, ’75 
George Dudas, ’75 
Dawnielle Hooper, ’75 
George McGuire, ’76 
Adam Hildebrand, ’77 
Harold Garvis, ’78 
Lois Duncan Kauffman, ’78 
Debra Johnson Linhart, ’78 
Deborah Aaron, ’78 
Catherine Pfister, ’78 
John Broad, ’79 
Christine Miller Landis, ’79 
Johnny Harris, ’80 
Dorothy Berger, ’81 
Ronald Armitage, ’82 
David Montini, ’82 
Helen Leo Weber, ’82 
Catherine Daub Widmer, ’82 
Elizabeth Walden Loeser, ’84 
Alice Jennings, ’88 
James Stiver, ’88 
Patricia Stramella Brammell, ’89 
Olivia Carter, ’89 
Nancy Schantz, ’90 
Lori Arrow, ’91 
Cheryl Logue Bowser, ’01 
Nathan Doyle, ’04 
Michael Dominick, ’06

Fanetta Shaw – Retired Faculty

Nominations sought for 
Distinguished Alumni Awards

The Slippery Rock University Distinguished 
Alumni Awards honors individuals who have 
graduated from Slippery Rock University and 
have translated their SRU experience into dis-
tinguished service in public, business, profes-
sional, educational or service and philanthropy 
to the University community. 

Recipients also must distinguish themselves 
by reaching the highest level of accomplishment 
and possess the highest standards of integrity 
and character to positively reflect and enhance 
the prestige of SRU. To be eligible, nominees 
must have graduated from or attended SRU at 
least 20 years ago.

Criteria for Nomination
•  Must be a graduate of SRU with either a 

bachelor’s, master’s or doctoral degree.
•  Current members of the SRU alumni associa-

tion board of directors, the distinguished 
alumni award committee and employees of 
SRU may not be considered for this award.

•  Nominees must have graduated at least 20 
years ago from Slippery Rock University

•  MUST be present to accept the award at the 
distinguished alumni awards banquet during 
homecoming weekend.

•  All nomination packets must include the fol-
lowing by the announced deadline:

Complete the two-page nomination form.  
To receive a copy of the nomination form, please 
contact the SRU Office of Alumni Relations at 
724.738.2018 or e-mail alumni@sru.edu. 

In no more than two pages, please detail in 
a nominator’s statement the nominee’s quali-
fications for this award, based on the specific 
criteria required for the award.

On the nomination form, you may list the 
names of three to five individuals who will be sub-
mitting letters of support for the nomination. Each 
letter should be no more than two pages in length 
and should address different areas listed on the 
criteria form. Supporting letters may be included 
in this packet or arrive under separate cover. You 
may submit no more than five supporting letters.

You may also submit newspaper articles, clip-
pings, photographs and additional materials as 
part of the nomination packet. Please do not send 
originals as these materials will not be returned.

Nominations may be made by anyone except 
the nominee and must be submitted on the forms 
provided by the SRU Office of Alumni Relations.

All forms and materials should be sent by April 
30 to the Distinguished Alumni Award Committee, 
Alumni Relations, 1 Morrow Way, Slippery Rock 
University, Slippery Rock, Pa., 16057.

Contact alumni relations at 724.738.2018 for 
a nomination packet.

SRU AlUmni ASSOciATiOn  
bOARd mEmbERS: 

ExPIRES 2009 
Lorraine Troiano barron, ‘57 
Patrick Mooney, ‘61 
Nishitha Joyappa, ‘05 
robert Watson, ‘70 
samuel Zyroll, ‘78 
  

•  Kimberley Hudak Jones, 
‘96, Treasurer

•  Christin Cunningham 
Miller, ‘96, Secretary

ExPIRES 2010 
Lisa McCullough Holmes, ‘88 
Kenneth Hanby, ‘63 
Daniel Parr, ‘75 
Marcie Popek, ‘96 
bruno raso, ‘61 
  

William byrnes, ‘61, Past Presidents’ representative 
  
Ex-OFFICIO 
robert smith, President, SRU 
Michael saraka, ’89, director of SRU Alumni Relations, SRU

ExPIRES 2011 
Don Huddart, ‘87 
Chris Hunter, ‘94 
Carl Madison, ‘92 
Thomas Perry, ‘02 
Linda Gordon 
Williamson, ‘73 
  

uNIversITy AdVAnCEMEnT 
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Photos (left to right):
The late Martha Haverstick with her 1967 women’s tennis team. Two of her players – 
Jan Kasnevich (front row, second from left) and Carol Matteson (front row, second  
from right) recently formed a student scholarship to honor their mentor.

Martha Haverstick

create
honor

legacy
’68 graduates 
their Rock mentor,  

W the Dr. Martha Haverstick Endowed Scholarship to provide 
$1,000 a year to women physical education majors.

“Unfortunately, we are losing many of the women who 
mentored us at SRU and opened the doors to unimagined 
futures for us,” Matteson said. “When I talk to young women 
today, many assume that women always played varsity sports, 
pursued the careers of their choice and were leaders in indus-
try, government and education. At our wise age we know that 
the reason young women can pursue their dreams is because 
they stand on the shoulders of women like Dr. Haverstick – 
women who taught, coached and encouraged us.”

Haverstick also became the first woman dean of graduate 
studies at SRU. She received many awards for outstanding 
teaching and service to her community. She was the past presi-

dent of the Keystone Tall Trees Girl Scout Council. Her eclectic 
interests included hiking, golf, boating, rug hooking, wood-carv-
ing, drawing, writing and the environment.

“Martha was just amazing. She had an innate way of leading 
and helping her students,” said Kasnevich, a retired SRU profes-
sor of physical education. “She made things challenging, and she 
made things fun. I always sensed her strength, but it was covered 
by this beautiful warmth and caring. She taught me that in order 
to become an effective educator and coach, you need to guide 
your student-athletes toward developing leadership abilities that 
will enable them to live 
and work with passion and 
compassion.”

The scholarship has 
raised $20,000, with 
another $12,000 in 
pledges, and is awarded to 
women physical education 
majors who demonstrate 
leadership and community 
service excellence. The first 
recipient is Jessica Peconi, 
a 2008 physical education 
graduate with a minor in 
aquatics from Jefferson 
Hills who ran cross-country 
for two years.

During her senior year, 
Peconi was named the 
Outstanding Physical 
Education Major by the American Alliance for Health, Physical 
Education, Research and Dance and served as the president of the 
SRU Physical Education Teacher Education Club. She coached 
an elementary school girls’ basketball team and drove across the 
Midwest for two summers doing audits of water parks.

“I want to be the type of teacher and coach that students look 
up to, a leader who can offer positive guidance,” Peconi said. 
“Growing up is a tough thing, middle school and high school is a 
tough time. I am leaning on the examples of past mentors such as 

”
“She taught me the importance 

of being able to communicate 
with anyone regardless of their 
position in the school, janitor 
or president,” Matteson said. 
“She felt that skill was the 
mark of an educated person.

Martha Haverstick, Carol Matteson and Jan Kasnevich to create a 
very positive environment in my classrooms and gymnasium.”

Matteson recalled Haverstick’s embrace of everyone on campus 
long before the era of inclusiveness. “She taught me the impor-
tance of being able to communicate with anyone regardless of 
their position in the school, janitor or president,” Matteson said. 
“She felt that skill was the mark of an educated person.”

Alice Dickie, a 1965 graduate, recalled Haverstick as popular 
and easy to talk to you. “She was the nicest person ever. She had 
all kinds of knowledge in her head and you could talk to her 

about anything. She was my 
adviser. It didn’t take me long 
to figure out she was a very 
special person.”

Lauren Fraser, a 1976 
graduate and physician living 
in Colorado, said she owes 
much of her personal success 
to Haverstick.

“She taught me that if I 
applied myself, I could achieve 
whatever I set my sights on. 
She was small, but mighty, 
and her influence drove me to 
become a successful student 
teacher and eventual doctor,” 
Fraser said. “On a personal 
level, she also served as a 
mentor – I supported myself 
through undergrad and gradu-

ate school, and she provided a steady source of guidance and 
moral support.” 

Fraser stayed in touch with her mentor until she passed away. 
“Dr. Haverstick provided me with a strong sense of purpose, high 
standards, and commitment to being my best. I only hope that 
I can pay forward the same strength and guidance to those with 
whom I come in contact,” she said.

For more information about the scholarship, call 
724.738.2004.

hen Carol Matteson was a student at Slippery Rock University 
in the 1960s, the educator whom she admired was the late 
Martha Haverstick, who at that time was chair of the women’s 
physical education department. Haverstick coached Matteson 
on the tennis team and taught her in several classes, providing 
a foundation that Matteson built on to become a college pro-
fessor and the current president of Mount Ida College.

“She was a great role model. When I first met her as a 
student, I thought she was someone to look up to,” said 
Matteson, a 1968 Rock graduate. “She had a good sense of 
humor. She was very, very intelligent. She had very high stan-
dards and very high expectations for her students. So you knew 
you were working with someone who was unusual, the kind of 
faculty member that all students should have.”

Haverstick, who taught at SRU from 1962-1985, died 
in 2006. When Matteson and her former roommate Jan 
Kasnevich, a fellow ’68 graduate, learned of her passing, they 
decided to do something to memorialize their mentor and 
help current women physical education majors. They launched 

Photos (left to right):
Jan Kasnevich, ’68, honors 
Jessica Peconi, a 2008 
physical education gradu-
ate, as the first recipient of 
the Dr. Martha Haverstick 
Endowed Scholarship. With 
them is Joanne Leight, SRU 
assistant professor of physical 
education.

Carol Matteson, ’68

uNIversITy AdVAnCEMEnT 
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ROCK ATHLeTICs

Although not related by blood, a sig-
nificant portion of the Pittsburgh Pirates 
front office has come from the same 
source: slippery rock university. I had 
the opportunity to serve as an intern in 
the Pirates media relations office during 
the 2008 Major League baseball season. 
Little did I know upon arriving I would 
have something in common with 17 front 
office employees. 

I wouldn’t have landed the coveted 
internship if not for the support of 
other members of The rock family, 
especially head football coach George 
Mihalik, sports information director bob 
McComas and Andy Major, the former 
assistant to the athletic director. These 
rock graduates urged me to apply and 
provided key contacts.

Major, a 1988 graduate and former 
football student-athlete, earned his 
undergraduate degree in communication 
from sru, like me. I asked him how he 
got his start in the professional sports 

Graduate finds 
home away 

from home with 
Pittsburgh Pirates

by Travis sharbaugh, 2008

Rock
Chipoff The

industry, and it was through an internship with the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. I then asked if he happened to know anyone still 
working in the Pirates front office that I could get in con-
tact with about doing an internship. He mentioned that Jim 
Trdinich was the director of media relations for the Pirates 
and that he was also a rock alum. 

I sent Mr. Trdinich a resume and cover letter and waited 
for a response. I received a call one night from Dan Hart. Dan 
worked as the manager of media services for the Pirates and 
was in charge of the public relations internship program. He 
mentioned he received my resume from Jim and that they 
were interested in bringing me in for an interview.

He said, “so you’re our rock guy.” I responded “yes.” As 
the interview progressed, Dan informed me we both had simi-
lar backgrounds. We both worked in the sports information 
offices at our respective schools. He said having that experi-
ence would be very beneficial working in the Pirates media 
relations office. I was offered the internship.

While rock graduates at PNC Park often talk about their 
common background, the experience that really showed 
sru’s prevalence within the organization occurred during 
the annual intern luncheon. Frank Coonelly, Pirates president, 
asked every intern and department head in the room to stand 
and summarize his or her background.

The microphone came to me so I stood, stated my name, 
that I worked in the media relations department and that I was 
a graduate of slippery rock university. I was sitting beside 
Jim and passed the microphone to him. He stood, stated his 
name, his position and he also stated he was a graduate of 
The rock. From that moment on every Pirates front office 
employee that was at that luncheon stood up when it was their 
turn and stated they were from sru. 

My experience at sru really helped me to go into the Pirates 
front office and adapt well. serving in the sports information 
office helped me to develop skills in writing game recaps and 
dealing with stats that were very beneficial too, as I had opportu-
nities to work with Fox sports Net as a stats person for television 
broadcasts. I would sit beside the broadcasters and help keep 
an eye on the game and what was going on and also talk with the 
producers down in the production truck through my headset and 
help them keep track of what was going on during the game. 

 spending the 2008 season with the Pirates was an experi-
ence I will never forget. It was a great experience not only 
from a professional development standpoint, but also to work 
alongside someone who came from The rock and is in a posi-
tion I aspire to be in one day. 

I am proud to say I am a Pittsburgh Pirates alum, a slippery 
rock university alum and another chip off The rock.

The Pittsburgh Pirates employs several sru graduates, who gathered for a group photograph at PNC Park. They are (from left) bryan betzler, premium sales 
account executive; Jared Izzo, Intern; Julie Howe, tour supervisor; Chris Hunter, senior director of ballpark operations; Melissa Cushey, guest relations man-
ager; Jeff Hammond , IT operations manager; Joe billetdeaux, director, alumni affairs, promotions and licensing; Dave Wysocki, manager, ticket services; 
Patty Paytas, vice president, community and public affairs; Jim Trdinich, manager of media services; Jeff Podobnik, senior director of security and contract 
services; Chris Zorich, technical analyst; Jim Papst, premium client services representative; and ryan Leech, group sales coordinator. 
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ROCK ATHLeTICsROCK ATHLeTICs

2009
Brent DeBona
Brian Thompson

2008
Brandon Hall 
Jennifer Jackson 
Travis Sharbaugh 
Michael Sherman

2007
Ryan Leech
Jared Ursta

2006
Colby Owen

2003
Gregory Thompson

2002
Vincent Pannutti
Melissa Reep Cushey
Blake Schilling

2000
Tim Kusniez

1999
Bill Murray
Larry Wilson

Melissa Cushey keeps several photos fraught with memories and 
meaning on proud display in her office at PNC Park, home of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates. They show former Pirates Bobby Bonilla and Jeff 
Bell, the 2006 All-Star Game and concerts at the ballpark.

The 2002 Slippery Rock University graduate grew up idolizing 
the Pirates and dreamed of working for the team someday. Her 
ambition came true because of an innovative internship between 
the University and Major League Baseball team.

 “My parents grew up loving the Pirates,” said Cushey, the team’s 
manager of guest relations. “To see the look in your father’s eyes – 
after being hired by the Pirates  – that is really special.”

Seventeen Rock graduates currently work for the Pirates and 
more than 50 other students have received invaluable career train-
ing because of an internship program launched in 1976 by Ed 
Walsh, SRU retired professor of English, and Bill Guilfoyle, the 
former director of Pirates public relations. Walsh, who taught 
journalism and sports writing and coached baseball, said the 
internship began with a phone call to Guilfoyle.

“I got to thinking, since we’re doing all this journalism and stu-
dents are writing papers, wouldn’t it be great to give our students 
the chance to work for the Pirates,” Walsh recalled. “Once we got  
it started, it pretty much ballooned from there.”

1998
James Geibel
Dave Sabolcik

1997
Demetrius Beam
Scott Carver
Mark Milo

1994
Tammie Deimler
Douglas Long
Jackie Williams
Paul Brund
Renee Rottman
Patricia Dosch

1988
Andy Major
John When

1987
Joe Pilletoeaux
Regina Jensen
John Hicks
Robert Weeks

1985
Elizabeth Russell
James Trdinich
Patricia Fischer
Mathew Bookbinder

Current and former  
SRU students who 
interned with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates are:

The internship – one of the first of its kind in the country  – 
provides job preparation experience to students in sport manage-
ment, journalism, marketing, business and other fields. Students 
have worked in broadcasting, ballpark and baseball operations, 
corporate sales and public relations. The Pirates assign others to 
spring training in Bradenton, Fl. 

“It’s everyone’s dream that wants to get into sports, whether 
it be Major League Baseball or the National Football League, 
to work for a major team,” said Cushey, a sport management 
graduate who trains the Pirates 2,700 game-day staff members. 
“I call myself lucky, but I do owe the opportunity to the educa-
tion I received, the preparation in sport management and the 
internship. It was the complete package.”

The internship has provided the foundation to many suc-
cessful careers. Former interns work for the Pirates, the Major 
League Baseball commissioner’s office, the Philadelphia Daily 
News, Miami Dolphins, Buffalo Bills, Pittsburgh Penguins and 
as a manager in charge of operations at Joe Robbie Stadium in 
Miami, among other positions.

Patty Paytas, ’81, the Pirates vice president of community and 
public affairs, was the first woman to go through the semester-
long internship. She worked in public relations and assisted with 

game notes, media requests and filing.
“Through my internship I was able to get my foot in the door 

and was lucky enough to be at the right place at the right time 
and found fulltime employment with the ballclub,” she said. “I 
will always be grateful to SRU for that opportunity.”

Paytas, who joined the Pirates in 1982 and also oversees Pirates 
Charities, the team’s philanthropic arm, recalled the excitement 
of meeting famous people.

“One of my fondest recollections was being in the press box at 
Three Rivers Stadium and having a brief conversation with Art 

Rooney Sr. (late owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers). 
He often came to Pirates games and stopped by 

the press box on many occasions. I was stand-
ing in the back, and he came by to watch a 
few innings (cigar in tow). We talked briefly 
about the game being played and a little bit 
about football. I was very impressed that he 
spoke with everyone, even interns.”
Tom Bird, a ’79 graduate and author of 

18 books, including a biopic on Pirates great 
Willie “Pop” Stargel, jumpstarted his career 

through the internship. The Pirates brass liked Bird’s pub-
lic relations work and writing so much, the organization converted 
the internship into a full-time position. Bird traveled with the ’79 
Pirates and earned a World Series ring when the Pirates beat the 
Baltimore Orioles. He worked for the Pirates for five years.

“I really owe it all to Ed Walsh. He’s the one who convinced me 
to do the internship. I was not interested, but he was right,” said 
Bird, who teaches writing and lectures about the craft nationwide. 

Timothy Kusniez, ’00, interned during spring training, work-
ing as an assistant to the director of Florida baseball operations. 

“My primary focus was on marketing because that was the 
career path I was interested in,” he said. “I would write all of the 
public address announcements, plan and implement in-game 
promotions such as mascot visits, T-shirt tosses, between innings 
giveaways – basically manage the things that go on between 
innings and during the games.”

The unpaid, 12-credit internship prepared him for employment 
as an appraiser with the U.S. General Services Administration, 
which provides commercial office space for federal agencies. 

“The internship was very helpful, and it allowed me 
to position myself well for the next several years of my 
life,” Kusniez said. “I was able to work on some real 
skills relating to sports administration that were valu-
able to places I was interested in working at.”

Lanny Frattare, the Pirates long-time sportscaster, 
was very involved in the internship for many years 
and welcomed several SRU students in the broadcast-
ing booth. Frattare also visited SRU to talk to students in 
sports writing and other topics.

“For years, he would take only Slippery Rock University interns 
in the broadcast booth and didn’t want to see the program expanded 
to accept other institutions,” Walsh said. “Lanny did a whole lot. 
He only took interns from Slippery Rock because we screened  

1984
James Fennell
Charles Wright
Maraleen Brown
Bruce Stevens
Mary Memmo
Frank Saverino

1983
Scott Broyles
Harry Sanders
Suzanne Ault
Shirley Mattace

1982
Gwen Albers
Pam Wilson
Sam Reddick

1981
Andy Ondick
Patty Paytas

1979
Tom Bird

1976
Kevin Mulligan

MAJOR LEAGUE 
PARTnERSHIP
SRU, Pittsburgh Pirates pitch winning internship program

“through my internship  
I was able to get my foot in the 

door and was lucky enough to be  
at the right place at the right time 
and found fulltime employment 

with the ballclub.”
– Patty Paytas, ’81

them so well and sent really competent people.”
Frattare and Walsh collaborated on a graduate-

level sports writing class and invited students to visit 
Frattare at Three Rivers Stadium. A former student 

recalled the broadcaster providing valuable advice, 
including tips for conducting locker room interviews.
“He talked about sports casting and how he worked up 

through the ranks,” said Bob Dandoy, a ’84 graduate who took 
the course and now teaches English at SRU. “How many gradu-
ate courses do you remember this many years later, but I remem-
ber that one course very, very vividly,” he said. “He was great, 
very amicable.”

“through my internship  
I was able to get my foot in the 

door and was lucky enough to be  
at the right place at the right time 
and found full time employment 

with the ballclub.”
– Patty Paytas, ’81

Jeff Podobnik, ‘89,  
director of security and contract services.

Joe Billetdeaux, ‘87,  
director of alumni affairs. 

Patty Paytas, ‘81,  
vice president of community and public affairs.

the internship –  
one of the first of its kind  

in the country  – provides job  
preparation experience to  

students in sport management,  
journalism, marketing,  

business and other  
fields. 

the internship –  
one of the first of its kind  

in the country  – provides job  
preparation experience to  

students in sport management,  
journalism, marketing,  

business and other  
fields. 
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Marcy Leeds has been teaching nutrition and health courses within the Community Health Program  
housed in the department of health and safety at Slippery Rock University for 22 years.

A COnVERSATIOn WITH …

Q: What distinguishes Slippery Rock 
University’s Community Health Program 
and where do graduates find employment?

A: The Community Health Program 
provides graduates with a broad foundation 
to work in health promotion, disease preven-
tion/intervention and to identify/assess com-
munity health and disease patterns and plan/
evaluate public health programs. Graduates 
are employed by health departments, health 
insurance companies, healthcare facilities and 
non-profit agencies. Often students continue 
on for master’s and doctoral degrees. Many 
choose clinical areas such as physical therapy 
and physician’s assistant. 

Q: What does nutrition encompass 
within the field of community health?

A: Nutrition is one subject that assists 
our graduates when trying to improve the 
health of communities. Knowing basic 
nutrition enables them to educate clients 
about healthy lifestyles. For example, they 
can encourage community members to 
consume heart-healthy foods. Our students 
learn about the basic nutrients and specific 
nutritional concerns throughout the life 
cycle. Upon graduation, they’re prepared 
to provide general nutrition information to 
a variety of ages, potentially helping com-
munities to reduce the risk of a multitude 
of nutrition-related health challenges.

Q: What are the key components of 
maintaining proper nutrition?

A: The three keys to good nutrition are 
balance, variety and moderation. There 
is no such thing as good foods and bad 
foods when it comes to nutrition advice. 
All foods in moderation can fit into a 
well-balanced meal plan. By selecting a 
variety of foods one increases the chance of 
consuming the nutrients required for good 
health. Individuals can uniquely apply 
these three factors to their food choices to 
successfully consume a healthy diet.

Q: What are the ramifications of poor 
nutrition?

A: Poor dietary intake is a risk factor for 
many of the chronic health conditions that 
afflict Americans today, including heart 
disease, hypertension (high blood pressure), 
stroke, obesity, diabetes and many types of 
cancer. Inappropriate nutritional choices 
also put one at risk of developing nutrient 
deficiencies, the most prevalent being iron-
deficiency anemia. A useful tool in making 
wise personal food choices is the food guide 
pyramid. For more information about this 
tool, go to www.mypyramid.gov.

Q: What is the connection between 
nutrition and proper weight?

A: Not overeating and having a well bal-
anced diet, along with regular exercise, 
helps to maintain a healthy body weight. 
There is a center in the brain responsible 
for sending signals for hunger and satiety 
(fullness). External cues like large portion 
sizes in restaurants and college dining 
halls along with “all you can eat” buf-
fets challenge individuals to heed these 
signals. It is difficult to listen to internal 
cues when surrounded by irresistible 
external cues.

Q: Do diets work? What weight loss 
advice do you give people?

A: In the case of weight control, the goal 
is to never become overweight by making 
wise food choices and exercising regularly 
throughout one’s life. Once an individual 
becomes overweight the recommendation is 
to eat less, exercise more and modify one’s 
behaviors for a lifetime. Making permanent 
behavior changes is the goal. Experts recom-
mend that these changes be made slowly, 
step by step. The more gradual the changes, 
the more likely they’ll be permanent.

Q: What are the important nutrition 
issues for women?

A Conversation with…  
   marcy leeds
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A: Women have important gender spe-
cific nutrition-related health concerns. 
Females are high risk for developing 
iron-deficiency anemia and osteoporosis. 
Regularly consuming good dietary 
sources of iron and calcium decreases 
their risk of developing these health 
challenges. Entering pregnancy with 
adequate stores of folic acid and continu-
ing to consume adequate amounts dur-
ing the first trimester can reduce the risk 
of newborns having neural tube defects. 
Eating healthy is essential for women 
and their future offspring.

Q: What are your interests?

A: I practice what I preach by eating 
healthy and exercising regularly. I enjoy 
spending time with my daughter and 
husband, working in my organic garden, 
going to theater and dance performances, 
reading women’s novels, and hiking. I 
have hiked at Mt. Everest, backpacked in 
the Sierras, climbed Seneca Rocks, rafted 
and canoed on the Youghiogheny, hiked 
in the rain forests of Costa Rica, and 
cycled solo across southern France with a 
tent and sleeping bag on my bicycle.

Rock volleyball standout Jen Blasko collected 
a pair of prestigious awards in her final season of 
collegiate competition.

A senior outside hitter from Summit Hill 
(Marian Catholic High School), Blasko received 
ESPN The Magazine Academic All-America® first-
team and Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference 
“Fall Top Ten Award” honors.

The Academic All-America® honor, awarded by 
the College Sports Information Directors of America, 
was the first received by Blasko, while she earned 
the Fall Top Ten Award voted upon by the confer-
ence’s SIDs for the second consecutive year.

Blasko currently owns a perfect 4.0 grade point 
average as an exercise science major at SRU and 
has been admitted to SRU’s nationally renowned 
doctor of physical therapy program.

On the court, Blasko earned Daktronics Inc. 
first-team and American Volleyball Coaches 
Association honorable mention all-region honors 
in 2008. She ranked ninth in the PSAC in kills 
(2.96 per game) and led the team in kills, digs 
(3.02 per game) and service aces (52).

Blasko concluded her collegiate career as a 
four-year starter for veteran Rock head coach Laurie 
Lokash. She is a three-time All-Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference-Western Division selection 
and, in addition to her all-region honors this fall, was 
named to AVCA All-Atlantic Region honors in 2007.

She also earned ESPN The Magazine Academic 
All-District® honors in each of her final three sea-
sons and will be a four-year member of the PSAC 
Scholar-Athlete list.

Blasko helped lead The Rock to a 26-12 record 
this year and a fourth consecutive berth in the 
NCAA Tournament, as well as a berth in the PSAC 
Tournament for the second time in her four years. 
She is one of only three players in Rock history to 

Heilman reaches 
coaching milestone

First as a player and now as head coach, Laurel 
Heilman has set herself apart from others in Rock 
women’s basketball history.

As a player, Heilman was a captain of the 
1985-86 Rock squad, the only Green and White 
women’s team to win a Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference championship. In the process, 
she earned first-team All-PSAC academic and 
athletic honors.

On January 28, 2009, Heilman added the dis-
tinction of being only the second Rock women’s 
basketball coach to record 100 victories. The 
milestone win was a 79-69 triumph at Lock 
Haven University.

Heilman, who is completing her ninth season  
as head coach at her alma mater, joins Anne 
Griffiths as the only Rock women’s basketball 
coaches to reach the 100-win milestone. Griffiths 
recorded a 111-56 record in nine seasons (1970-79) 
as The Rock’s varsity head coach.

Since assuming The Rock reins in October 
2000, Heilman has led SRU to three appearances 
in the PSAC postseason tournament.

Heilman recorded her 200th career vic-
tory January 12, 2008, when The Rock beat 
Bloomsburg, 81-51, in Morrow Field House.

A native of Bethel Park and a graduate of Bethel 
Park High School, Heilman began her head coaching 
career with an eight-year reign at Allegheny College 
in Meadville. She was two wins shy of becom-
ing the school’s all-time leader in wins when she 
accepted The Rock head coaching position.

Heilman is the proud owner of both a bachelor 
of science degree in physical education/health 
(1986) and master of education degree in athletic 
administration (1988) from SRU.

Blasko earns  
prestigious honors

have played in the NCAA Tournament all four sea-
sons of her collegiate eligibility.

Blasko’s selection as an Academic All-America® 
performer extends to nine the number of consecu-
tive years in which at least one SRU student-athlete 
has earned that prestigious honor. She is the 19th 
Rock student-athlete to be named to Academic All-
America® first-team status and the sixth since 2000.

Blasko’s selection as PSAC Top Ten Award win-
ner extends to 12 the number of consecutive years 
in which at least one SRU student-athlete has 
earned that honor. 

Former Rock standout Mike Butterworth agreed to a 
two-year contract with the National Football League Atlanta 
Falcons at the end of the 2008 season.

Butterworth, a native of Northern Cambria and gradu-
ate of Northern Cambria High School, was a member of the 
Falcons’ preseason camp squad but was waived on August 
30. He rejoined the team in mid-December as a practice-
squad player as the Falcons prepared for the NFL playoffs.

As a four-year offensive tackle at SRU, Butterworth 
earned honorable mention All-America honors from Don 
Hansen’s Football Gazette and was a three-time first-team 
All-Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference-Western  
Division selection.

Off the field, he garnered two ESPN The Magazine 
Academic All-America first-team accolades and was also a two-time recipient of the PSAC “Fall Top 
Ten Award.” He is one of only two Rock student-athletes to earn two Academic All-America first-
team honors and one of five SRU student-athletes to earn two PSAC Top Ten awards.

Butterworth re-signs with Falcons
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A $7.5-million renovation to boozel Dining Hall has transformed the 
student dining experience forever. The interior was totally redesigned 
to offer eight food courts, community seating, wireless access and 
made-to-order entrees of nearly every variety, including one of the 
first live-fire brazilian Churrasco food stations on a college campus.

New furniture and a 2,000-square-foot lobby with glass atrium give 
boozel a trendy vibe.

“This is really about the transformation of on-campus dining. We’re 
moving away from the typical cafeteria line to a food court approach,” 
said Debra Pincek, assistant to the vice president for student life. 
The dining experience is more like a social event, especially with the 
technology. The food service areas are highlighted with five new LCD 
menu-message screens, and students use wireless service any time.”

other new amenities include high-top bar tables 
with stools, diner-style countertops and 20,000 
square feet of quarry and checkerboard floor tiles. 
Workers used colors such as Asian black, mister 
green jeans, mud pie and blue suede shoes.

Weisenfluh, the older campus dining facility,  
continues to offer lunches Monday-Friday but no 
breakfast or dinner. The C-Zone snack bar with  
bag-lunches, fresh program and grab-and-go,  
prepackaged meals remains open.

While most patrons are students on a food con-
tract, both centers welcome guest diners. Costs for 
individual meals, which can be paid for by cash or 
rockDollar$, vary for sru faculty and staff and com-
munity residents. sru rates are $4.10 for breakfast, $5.10 for brunch, 
$5.10 for lunch and $6.05 for dinner. Non-sru patrons pay $5.55 for 
breakfast, $6.55 for brunch, $6.55 for lunch and $7.45 for dinner.

Renovated Boozel  
dining Hall transforms 

culinary culture

We’re moving 
away from the 
typical cafeteria 
line to a food 
court approach,” 

- Debra Pincek,  
assistant to the vice 

president for student life

Kaleidoscope – 
it’s just so much fun

Don’t forget to come back to campus April 15-26 to 
experience the best in student theatre, dance and the fine 
arts during the eighth annual Slippery Rock University 
Kaleidoscope arts festival, sponsored by the College of 
Humanities, Fine and Performing Arts.

The festival will also showcase nationally known guest 
artists, including Taiko Drummers, Emmanuel Jal and  
Two of a Kind.

Children’s Day will be staged 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 18 
with numerous activities on the lawn in front of the Russell 
Wright Alumni House and Conference Center.

Kaleidoscope on Main, where the arts will come to 
downtown Slippery Rock, is April 25. More than 20 musi-
cians and bands will perform on a closed-off Main Street. 

 Most Kaleidoscope events are free or are a nominal fee. 
For more information, go to http://kaleidoscope.sru.edu or 
call 724.738.4056.
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Elaine Enfonde, ’90,  
environmental science
Senior environmental scientist at the law firm  
Nixon Peabody LLP, Rochester, N.Y.

DAY JOB: I provide assistance to Nixon Peabody attorneys 
and clients on a broad range of environmental issues, including 
regulatory compliance, due diligence, renewable energy and 
sustainability practices.

 MOONLIGHTING: I am active in community organizations that 
focus on environmental and social issues. of particular interest 
to me is the local town’s environmental sustainability advisory 
council, which I am involved with. We provide recommenda-
tions to “green” town operations and development. other 
activities include being a Genesee Land Trust volunteer and 
working with high school students to design a rain garden.

INFLUENCE OF SRU: sru’s environmental sciences education 
helped me get where I am today. I learned by participating in 
research projects at industrial facilities as well as in the creeks 
and woodlands of Pennsylvania. My professors, classmates 
and environmental sciences alumni are passionate about 
finding solutions to our world’s environmental issues. Their 
examples continue to motivate me to learn new things, to 
share my knowledge and expertise and to contribute to the 
sru bobletz-enfonde scholarship.
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