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University Vision Statement 
Slippery Rock University will excel as a caring commu-
nity of lifelong learners connecting with the world.

Slippery Rock University is a member  
of the Pennsylvania State System  

of Higher Education

If the world produces pollution faster than 
the environment can break it down, humanity 
could run out of natural resources. This issue of 
The ROCK explores Slippery Rock University’s 
leadership in advancing a solution – sustain-
ability. Sustainability, or “greening,” provides 
strategies for balancing human production and 
consumption with environmental safety. 

You will read about the University’s many 
sustainability initiatives. You will learn about 
our redesigned master’s program in sustain-
ability. And you will discover a sustainable 
farm – started and operated by SRU gradu-
ates – that might well have been the seed  
that sprouted the greening movement in  
western Pennsylvania.

This edition shares the story of alumna Beth 
Lysinger, ’91, whose heart is as big as Mount 
Kilimanjaro, the mountain she climbed. 

Still, we realize it is a difficult time for many 
students and families. To offset the tough 
economic times, the University Foundation has 
established the Scholarship Challenge, a need-
based program that will provide $1,250 a year 
to deserving students. The matching-fund pro-
gram, profiled inside, depends on contributions 
from people like you and me who recognize the 
value of an SRU degree and want to help build  
a new generation of ROCK alumni. 

Thank you for your interest in SRU and The 
ROCK. I look forward to hearing from you.

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu
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Dear friends,

What incredible changes we’ve faced in the last year. Few predicted last summer the 
dramatic tailspin our country and world would face within months. We were suddenly 
thrown into an economic crisis that was very real in the homes of millions of Americans 
– forcing families to make decisions about their future that they never imagined they 
would have to make.

Many of those families include Slippery Rock University students. Last month we iden-
tified almost 3,000 current and incoming students whose families suffered serious finan-
cial trauma within the past eight months. These students, from low and middle-income 
families, are struggling with how they would afford to return or attend SRU this fall. In 
the next two months, they have to make a difficult decision about if they can achieve their 
dream of a SRU degree.

We don’t want to let these families down. In response, we launched the SRU Rock 
Opportunity Scholarship program to help as many of our students as quickly as possible. 
The program provides grants to those most in need based on unexpected changes in their 
economic circumstances.

We started this scholarship simultaneously with efforts to fund it. We felt we could take 
this risk by setting a modest goal to reach 250 needy families in the first year. As the pro-
gram continues, we hope to reach 940 families in the next four years. We knew we needed 
to act quickly to help these families and we believed that you and others would help us 
fund the program. 

Last month, we sent an e-mail to this initial group and invited them to apply for the 
Rock Opportunity Scholarship. Within the first five hours we received 724 applications.  
 At the end of the first day we had 940 applications. By this writing, more than 1,900 
applications have been received. That is how concerned these families are about how they 
will continue to afford SRU. 

I am asking for your help. I don’t want to let these families down. We know that a SRU 
degree is an investment in a young person’s future. That investment returns to our com-
munities and the world young people that are prepared to compete in this changing global 
economy. If progress to that degree is interrupted, there is a far less chance that their dream 
will be achieved. I see these students every day and I can’t let that happen.

Each $1,250 contribution made to the Scholarship Challenge program, reaches one 
student. If you can help reach two students, that would be great. If you can contribute any 
amount to the Scholarship Challenge Campaign, that would be wonderful. Ramona and 
I have decided to fund the full increment for as many students as we can. You can help us 
by saying YES and donating online at www. sru.edu/pages/12429 or calling 724.738.2004 
with your pledge.

Imagine what would have happened to you if you were suddenly stopped from complet-
ing your degree at SRU. We don’t want that to happen to any of our students.

                Best wishes, 

                 Robert Smith, president
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ROCK byTES ROCK byTES

Close to 1,000 people packed Slippery 
Rock University’s University Union 
recently to hear and see a literary  legend – 
Maya Angelou. The award-winning poet 
and author told students, “Oh my dears, 
you’re the best we have. You’re all we 
have. There’s nobody better.”  

Angelou, who was invited by the 
University Program Board to lecture, 
received a standing ovation upon taking the 
stage. Wearing a black dress, she silenced the 
roaring audience with her deep, alto voice 
singing part of a 19th-century slave song 
that includes the lyrics, “When it looked like 
the sun wasn’t going to shine anymore, God 
put a rainbow in the clouds.” 

“Rainbows in the Clouds,” which sym-
bolize hope in times of hardship, became 
the underlying theme of her talk. 

“There is a rainbow in the clouds 
that each of us can be,” she said, urging 
kindness. “You have no idea what your 
kindness can do. Be the best you can be – 
eradicate hatred from your own self before 
you try to help anyone else.”  

Rabbi Baruch Goldstein delivered a survi-
vor’s account of Auschwitz, the Nazi prison 
camp, when he spoke to more than 500 
SRU students during the University’s 10th 
Annual Holocaust Remembrance Program.  

Goldstein, a native of Poland, discussed 
how he watched his younger brother led 
away to the gas chamber at Auschwitz.  
He became a slave laborer. 

Goldstein, author of “For Decades 
I Was Silent: A Holocaust Survivor’s 
Journey Back to Faith,” said he had 
planned to go to Palestine after the war 
but was contacted by an aunt and uncle in 
the U.S. who brought him to America. 

He served as rabbi at a number of 
synagogues in Massachusetts before retir-
ing to Florida.

SRU Green Fund OKs $73,598 to aid environment
Students are showing off their “green” and clearly putting their “green-

backs” where their passions are with approval of $73,598 in Green Fund 
Advisory Board project approvals.

Last June, SRU students sought and received approval from the SRU 
Council of Trustees for creation of a Green Fund to support environmen-
tal initiatives on campus and in the community. Projects receiving funding 
approval in the first year are: 
•  Purchase of trash/recycling containers - $12,250; 
•  Electric meters to monitor usage in Spotts World Culture Building and 

Eisenberg; 
•  Classroom Building – $15,000; 
•  A campus clean up project, $350;
•  An “I ride the bus” project – $20,000;
•  Expansion of the Green Bike Initiative Student Outreach, Cycling 

Infrastructure and Practical Art - $5,748;
•  Power Shift 2009 Conference attendance support – $650;
•  Renovations to Harmony House – $8,600;
•  Purchase of a recycling baler – $5,500; and
•  Construction of an SRU Disc Golf Course – $5,000.

Opera sensation provides 
learning opportunities 

Music majors specializing in voice 
recently received lessons from Marianne 
Cornetti, one of the premier singers in the 
world and a friend of Colleen Gray, SRU 
associate professor of music. 

Cornetti critiqued students’ performances 
in a wide variety of arias and art songs and 
offered advice on posture, development of 
character and vocal technique. Cornetti, 
who has performed 
across the U.S. and 
Europe, also sang 
parts of songs. 

Women’s rugby club at SRU 
achieves milestone season

New construction spruces up campus
Campus is undergoing new construction, building renovation and infrastructure 

improvements this summer to create better learning, dining, athletic and living 
opportunities for students. The improvements include: 
•  A $4-million renovation to Rhoads Hall that will include new windows, a new 

roof, air conditioning and an elevator. 
•  A $2.5-million renovation to North Hall that will include an installation of air 

conditioning and an elevator to bring it into compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

•  Construction of a $1.3-million art and sculpture studio is under way near the 
President’s House. The 5,100-square-foot facility will include workbenches, a  
clay-modeling classroom, lecture hall and blacksmith forge. 

•  A $16-million renovation of Vincent Science Hall that will include a total interior 
reconfiguration and front redesign. 

•  Lights for six new intramural fields on 12 acres of University land at the corner  
of Harmony and Branchton roads are going up. 

Students celebrate ‘A Day for No Hate’ 
More than 130 students of diverse backgrounds gathered on a spring day in the 

Bailey Library Quad, clasped hands and stood together for 15 minutes to make a stand 
against hate.  

“Don’t judge people by the color of their skin. That’s what breaks us apart, not just 
on campus, but in society in general,” said Caitlinn Elliott, a secondary education major 
from Bradford.  

“I want people to be more friendly to all types of people – black, white, orange –  
it doesn’t matter,” said Andrew 
Mikucki, an elementary major from 
Delran, N.J.  

“We should all learn to embrace 
one another and each other’s differ-
ences to build a more unified, stron-
ger community, which would benefit 
us all,” said Kelsey Graven, a social 
work major from Wexford. 

Building Bridges, a student group 
that promotes cultural awareness, spon-
sored the “A Day for No Hate” rally. 

Maya Angelou inspires SRU audience
Angelou is best known for her highly 

acclaimed book “I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings,” which focuses on the first  
17 years of her life.  

During her presentation, Angelou 
“gifted” the University with her poem, 
“A Brave and Startling Truth” and asked 
that it be posted at www.SRU.edu. 

Holocaust survivor describes 
life in Auschwitz 

SRU adds leadership track to education program
The secondary education/foundations of education department will launch a master 

of education track in educational leadership this fall. The program is for graduates who 
already have a teacher certification but are interested in school principal positions. 

“In addition to core courses, these certified teachers will concentrate in educational 
leadership by electing 14 semester hours of coursework,” said Edwin Christmann, profes-
sor and chair in the department. 

It was a magical season for the women’s 
rugby club at SRU. The Division II team 
finished the season 13-1 and ranked 
No. 7 in the country after qualifying 
for the Division II Women’s National 
Championships for the first time in 
University history.

The team defeated the University of 
Wyoming in the Sweet 16 round of the 
tournament before losing a squeaker in 
the quarterfinals.

“We lost a heartbreaker to Delaware 
24-21,” said Stephanie Gillespie, inside cen-
ter from North Wales. 

The SRU women’s club is self-coached 
and raises money to cover all expenses, 
including travel. Contributions to help 
support the club can be made to the 
Slippery Rock Women’s Rugby Club,  
537 Center St., Slippery Rock, Pa. 16057.

Environmental center gets 
caught ‘Green Handed’

The Pennsylvania 
Center for Environ- 
mental Education, 
housed at SRU, has 
received the Green 
Handed Award for 
its Web site from 
Principals for Change. Principals for Change, 
a non-profit organization that supports green-
ing education, presented the award.

PCEE’s Web site, like a good ecosystem, 
has grown to include numerous resources 
for teachers, students and residents. The 
site provides tips for increasing energy effi-
ciency at home, a nature center directory 
and activities for children. 

“You will find endless resources ranging 
from their one of a kind CritterQuest to their 
Green Guide to Pennsylvania... a must see for 
all ‘enviro-ed-junkies,’” said Aaron Steinly, 
founder of Principals for Change. 

You can check out the award-winning 
site at: www.pcee.org
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The book is a guide 
for those who will 
teach dance technique, 
including modern, 
ballet, jazz, tap and 
certain world dance 
forms. The book is 
available at www.
kendallhunt.com/ambrosio and can 
be ordered through the SRU Student 
Government Association Bookstore.

Alumnus pens book for athletic 
trainer students 

Gary Miller, a 1962 
 Rock graduate, has co-
written “The Athletic  
Trainer’s Guide to  
Psychosocial Intervention 
 and Referral,” with James 
Mensch, an athletic training expert.

Miller wrote the book to assist 
athletic training students in gaining 
knowledge and skills regarding psycho-
social issues in their profession. The 
book, published by Slack Inc., is avail-
able at http://www.slackbooks.com.

Former philosophy professor 
pens new books

Bernard Freydberg, 
former professor of phi-
losophy, has written two 
new books. “Philosophy 
and Comedy: 
Aristophanes, Logs and 
Eros, ” published by 
Indiana University Press, examines the 
philosophy in Aristophanes’ comedies. 
Freydberg presents close readings of 
Aristophanes’ “Clouds,” “Wasps,” 
“Assemblywomen” and “Lysistrata.”

His other book, “Schelling’s 
Dialogical Freedom Essay: Provocative 
Philosophy Then and Now,” pub-
lished by State University of New 
York Press, focuses on the themes of 
freedom, evil, and love, and the rela-
tionship between his ideas and those 
of Plato and Kant.

The books are available through the 
publishers’ Web sites.

UnIVERSITy BOOKSHELF
New books by SRU faculty and alumni

Slanina writes third Annie 
Mouse adventure

The difficulty of 
meeting new people, 
especially someone 
who is different, is 
the latest adventure 
for Annie Mouse, 
the brainchild character created by 
Anne Slanina, professor of elemen-
tary education/early childhood.

“Annie Mouse Meets a New 
Friend,” is the third book in 
Slanina’s on-going Annie Mouse 
Adventure series.

All three of Slanina’s Annie 
Mouse books are available at 
the SRU Student Government 
Association Bookstore and Slanina’s 
Web site, anniemousebooks.com. 

Professors address girl 
bullying

Julaine Field and 
Jered Kolbert, asso-
ciate professors of 
counseling and devel-
opment, provide 
strategies for coun-
selors, teachers and 
parents for addressing girl bullying 
in their book “Understanding Girl 
Bullying and What To Do About 
It,” co-written with educators Laura 
Crothers and Tammy Hughes.

Field and Kolbert wrote the book 
primarily for school counselors to 
help heal the divide between girls 
by giving them the tools to work 
through problems more construc-
tively. The book is available at ama-
zon.com, target.com and barnesand-
noble.com. 

Ambrosio helps dance  
graduates prepare to teach

Nora Ambrosio, professor of 
dance, provides the pointers for help-
ing dance majors become effective 
teachers in her book “The Excellent 
Instructor and the Teaching of 
Dance Technique.”
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160,030,644
Assets, in dollars, of the SRU Foundation, Inc. 
(includes traditional operations and the Residential 
Suites) as of April 30, 2009.

31,236,186
Gifts and pledges, in dollars, to The Campaign for 
Slippery Rock University as of February 28, 2009. 
This represents 93.98 percent of the $33 million goal.

15,164,043
Value, in dollars, of the endowment as of April 30, 
2009. The endowment represents the combined 
totals of the SRU Foundation, Inc. and the SRU 
Alumni Association endowments.

4,500,000
Budget for ESCO projects. This includes $3.5 million 
for the renovation of Rhoads Hall; $345,000 for 
North Hall; and $45,000 for design for the Leader-
ship Reaction Classroom Building construction.

1,304,778
Dollar amount of gifts received by the SRU Founda-
tion, Inc. for fiscal year 2008-09 as of April 30, 2009.

19,059
Dollar savings totaled through Feb. 9, 2009 as a 
result of the new travel policy.

1,100
Students currently enrolled in the Compass  
Leadership Program.

319
Students participating in 18 international spring 
break seminar programs. Students traveled to the 
Bahamas, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, England, 
France, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands and Peru.

185
Number of SRU art alumni, students and colleagues 
that contributed works for the “40 Years Later” exhi-
bition honoring Glen Brunken’s 40 years of teaching 
at SRU. Brunken is retiring this year.

25 
Percentage increase in the number of returning 
students to the Living / Learning Communities. 

9
New international students this semester at SRU. 
Students came from Bangladesh, Germany,  
Ireland, Kenya, the Netherlands, Nepal, Slovakia 
and Sri Lanka.

ROCK byTES

Numbers

University

CatChiNg up with: 

Bernard Freydberg
SRU professor of philosophy, 1977-2007

Bernie Freydberg talks Turkey
Turkey, gateway between East and 

West, has a new resident sage – Bernie 
Freydberg, retired Slippery Rock 
University professor of philosophy. 
Freydberg moved there in 2007 to 
become research professor of philosophy 
at Koc University in Sariyer-Istanbul. He 
began teaching classes last fall.

“This relatively new university, which 
opened its doors in 1993 and moved to its 
beautiful new campus in 2000, already has 
achieved considerable prestige,” Freydberg 
said. “Its mission is to educate leaders in 
their fields in Turkey, in Europe and in 
the United States. All courses are taught 
in English, and most entering students 
take a full year of courses in the English 
language, in which they learn to function 
quickly and ably.”

Joining Freydberg in Turkey is his wife 
Akiko Kotani, who retired from the SRU 
art department in 2000. She now teaches 
two courses at Koc and shows her work in 
Instanbul and in European countries. 

Turkey, because of its location astride 
two continents, has a unique blend of 
Eastern and Western traditions. Among 
the many positive aspects of life there, 
Freydberg said, is that Turkey is the home 
of many sites of major events in the his-
tory of philosophy and religion. 

Freydberg, who has written widely on 
ancient Greek philosophy and Kotani, a 
creative fiber and drawing artist, spend 
their spare time “visiting the countless sig-
nificant historical sites that make living in 
Turkey so stimulating,” he said.

ROCK FILE

Doug and Linda McMullen

Home: Lake Latonka, Pa.

Profession:  Owners of McMullen Travel of Grove City and McMullen 
Properties, a real estate company.

Hobbies:  Traveling, boating, tennis, golf and working in the yard and garden. 
Our vegetable garden includes three kinds of peppers, two kinds of 
beans, peas, four types of tomatoes, zucchini, dill, rosemary, basil, 
cilantro and parsley. It keeps us busy. Our favorite winter vaca-
tion spot is Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Our favorite place in the U.S. 
is Palm Springs, Calif. We hope to visit Eastern Europe and New 
Zealand someday. 

Great  Doug’s hole in one at a family golf outing at Lake Okoboji, Iowa.
accomplishment: 

Why We Give:   Even though Linda and I did not attend SRU, we are enthusiastic 
about being involved at The Rock. My father was a graduate and 
my parents created the McMullen International Scholarship. It 
assists SRU students financially by giving them the opportunity 
to study abroad. We feel is it very important that students have an 
international experience, which is very helpful when making future 
life decisions. We also sponsor the annual President’s Award for 
Outstanding Service. We recently donated to the Scholarship 
Challenge knowing it will help good students that may have finan-
cial challenges continue to attend SRU. We believe in the mission 
and goals at SRU and think its staff and faculty are some of the best 
in their field. I have had the honor of being on the Slippery Rock 
University Foundation Board since 1993 and have been involved in 
many projects that have enhanced students’ experience.

Save the date and plan now to join the fun

“A Night  
at the Fair”

EvEning of

october 10
to bEnEfit

Storm Harbor Equestrian Center
Presented by the Storm Harbor  

Equestrian Center Advisory Board

For more information call Debbie White at 724.738.2004
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K&Kiss
tell

Same-gender couple 
overcomes shyness

Sandy McCann was a 24-year-old first-year student with not 
much in common with her peers, so when she saw an advertisement 
for the campus LGBA (Lesbian, Gays, Bisexuals, and Allies) group 
she also saw an opportunity to meet people.

Amy Waters, ’03, was on the executive board of the organization 
when they met in 2002. She was shy, so it was months before Sandy 
even knew Amy’s name. One night, Amy and Sandy found themselves 
two of the three people that showed up for an organization event.

“It was the first time we talked,” Sandy said. “Neither of us 
wanted to leave that night. After that, we had movie nights and 
stayed up way too late almost every day laughing and talking.”

Two months passed of a very intense friendship, and finally 
Sandy got up the nerve to tell Amy that she was falling in love with 
her. Amy admitted she felt the same way.

“I saw in Amy’s eyes that she wanted more but was scared,” 
Sandy said. “Not only would this relationship be Amy’s first, but it 
would mean coming to terms with who she was and had deep down 
always known she was. Finding out you are gay is usually more 
shocking to you than anyone else.” 

In October 2002, Sandy and Amy had their first date, to a 
campus event. Three weeks after Sandy graduated in 2005, Amy 
and Sandy tied the knot at a Unitarian Universalist church in 
Murrysville. Amy legally changed her last name to McCann.

Sandy is the birth mother to their son Elliott, born in 2006 and 
conceived from an anonymous donor. Sandy, a computer science 
graduate, works as a senior software engineer. Amy works as a 
therapeutic assistant.

“We still wait for the day that the state 
will recognize what we already know: We 
are soul mates, and the marriage and the 
son we share will be the center of our lives 
no matter what storms we must weather.”

Said Amy, “ I am thankful for Sandy’s 
stubborn persistence. Because of it, we 
have everything we need: each other.”

To our readers: 
In the last edition of The ROCK magazine we ran a story featur-

ing married couples that met while attending SRU. The feature, 
“Kiss and Tell,” showcased several traditional couples and one, 
non-traditional couple – Sandy McCann and Amy Waters.

Regrettably, all of the stories were not treated equally. All of the 
vignettes, with the exception of Sandy and Amy’s, included a pic-
ture. This was wrong and a terrible mistake. 

That omission turned what should have been a positive state-
ment affirming the diverse face of our alumni into one that 
offended, saddened and disappointed our University family. 
Worse, it personally hurt the individuals involved. While our 
intent was to be inclusive, the outcome was just the opposite, and 
for that we offer our sincerest apologies.

When mistakes like this happen there are no words that can repair 

the damage to people’s feelings or the trust they have placed in the 
institution and the magazine. The University has, and continues to 
work diligently to create a campus culture that welcomes and respects 
all individuals. Likewise, The ROCK magazine has worked to be 
inclusive in its content. This mistake shows we still have work to do. 

We offered personal apologies to Sandy and Amy and received 
their permission to run their story and picture in this edition. It is 
featured above.

I also want to apologize to you for the damage this error caused. 
As alumni you should expect your University magazine to respect, 
encourage and promote the talents and contributions of all people 
and we let you down. Please accept my apology and my pledge to do 
everything possible to make sure this will not happen again. 

Rita Abent
Executive editor

We blew it
An APOlOGy tO OUR READERS

otion detector lighting in classrooms and residence halls, locally grown organic food 
in the dining halls, a student-led Green Fund program and wind and solar systems that 
generate clean electricity – these are just a few of the sustainability measures Slippery 
Rock University has implemented to reduce its environmental impact and save millions 
in utility costs. 

Sustainability has become so entrenched in the University culture, Langdon Smith, 
associate professor of geography, geology and the environment, said he can see the day 
when SRU converts to electric-powered vehicles and students track energy consumption 
in their residence halls like counting calories. 

“We’re past the point of blame. We all need to be aware of the population clock, cli-
mate change, the national debt and the energy we’re using on campus and at home,” he 
said. “Sustainability is not this thing where you have to be a tree hugger. It’s about fixing 
the economy, making good economic sense and becoming more efficient, saying, ‘I want 
jobs to return, and I want my energy bills to go down.’” 

Eco friendly, 
wallet friendly 

CAMPUS ADOPTS SUSTAINABLE ATTITUDE 

M
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•  Replace incandescent light bulbs with fluorescent light bulbs. 
•  Reconfigure rooms so that electronic items such as televisions and DVDs can be easily 

turned off when not in use.
•  Turn off your computer when not in use.
•  Look for the Energy Star label when buying new appliances.
•  Do laundry in cold water and dry clothes outside when possible.
•  Take shorter showers. Buy a more efficient showerhead.
•  Lower the water heater thermostat to 115-120.
•  Set thermostat as low as is comfortable in winter and as high as is comfortable in summer.
•  During winter keep drapes and shades on south-facing windows open during the day 

to maximize sunlight. Keep window covering closed during cooling season.
•  Plant trees or shrubs to shade air conditioning units.
•  Clean/replace furnace and air-conditioning units regularly.
•  Keep the fireplace flue damper tightly closed.

Source: SRU’s Robert A. Macoskey Center for Sustainable Systems Education and Research

Sustainability refers to harvesting or 
using a resource so that the resource is not 
depleted or permanently damaged, and it 
argues that good environmental policy also 
benefits the economy. An example: SRU’s 
dining halls now offer produce from 25 
local growers as well as numerous all-natural 
food options. Buying fruits and vegetables 
from local growers puts fresher food on the 
table and benefits the local economy.

SRU’s history with self-sustainability can 
be traced to its early days when students 
helped out by farming the land, handling 
dairy and beef production around the orig-
inal school, and even mined coal used to 
heat the buildings. The tradition continues 
today through a variety of programs, activi-
ties and services.

Sustainability has become prevalent in 
campus construction, academics and stu-
dent life, affecting how students live and 
learn and preparing them, as graduates, to 
change their workplaces, neighborhoods 
and perhaps the world.

“We’re giving our students the skills they 
need to be real competitive in today’s job 
market and preparing them to confront some 
of the most pressing environmental prob-
lems such as climate change,” Smith said. 
“Anyway you look at it, we don’t have any 
choice. We have to make these changes.”

University pursues  
eco-friendly building design 

SRU is ahead of the curve when it 
comes to green building construction. The 
University’s six new suite-style residence 

halls, completed this year, include numer-
ous green-building concepts to improve 
energy efficiency. The design of the build-
ings maximized natural daylight. Hallways 
are equipped with motion detectors that 
activate the lights only when necessary, 
reducing electricity consumption. The 
$140 million residence halls are LEED 
[Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design] certified by the U.S. Green 
Building Council.

Other new green building advances 
include sensor lighting for classrooms in 
10 academic buildings, which is expected 
to save $2 million in electrical costs over 
the next 15 years. SRU also reduced 
energy consumption by activating “sleep 
mode” settings for University computers 
and uses computers to automatically shut 
down building heating and air condition-
ing systems overnight and on weekends. 

Renovations this summer utilize the 
latest green approaches as well. Rhoads 
Hall will receive low-emissivity win-
dows as part of a $4-million renovation. 
These coated windows increase energy 
efficiency by reflecting heat originating 

from indoors back inside during winter and 
deflecting heat from the summer sun. 

“Through conservation and by improv-
ing energy efficiency we have substantially 
reduced our energy costs,” said Robert Smith, 
University president. “In some cases, we are 
demonstrating to students and others how 
such systems work and how students can 
employ such systems after graduation. As 
good environmental stewards, we must show-
case methods that help improve air quality, 
reduce pollution and help in any way we can 
to reduce the effects of global warming.”

Retooled master’s program 
prepares leaders

SRU’s master’s degree in sustainable  
systems – one of only two in the nation –  
has been totally redesigned. The program has 
been moved from the department of parks 
and recreation/environmental education to 
the department of geography, geology and 
the environment. Its focus has shifted from 
agriculture to the economics, politics, eth-
ics, design and technology of sustainability, 
Langdon Smith said.

Students will take courses that reflect 
trends and market-driven opportunities in 
green building design, LEED certification, 
geographic information science, sustain-
able communities and computer map-
ping. Graduate students this fall will audit 
the effectiveness of current sustainability 
measures on campus, make recommenda-
tions for improvements and explore ways 
to begin contests in the residence halls to 
reduce energy, Smith said. 

“If we’re not doing sustainability on cam-
pus, we can’t really tell students we have to 
do it in our personal lives,” Smith said.

Macoskey Center  
renovation provides  
example for homeowners

The Robert A. Macoskey Center for 
Sustainable Systems Education and Research 
is the University’s premier demonstration 
program for reducing energy consumption, 
improving recycling efforts and creating and 
improving sustainability systems. Harmony 
House, the center’s facility, is a living labora-
tory for innovative demonstrations of wind 
and solar energy as well as many other envi-
ronmental applications. 

Harmony House is currently undergo-
ing a $250,000 renovation that will add a 
geothermal heating/cooling system, pop-
up roof and covered porch sloping down-
ward to buffer wind. 

Even the details of the remodeling 
reflect a greener good. Thomas Reynolds, 
center director, said salvaged beams from 
a Cleveland factory will be used for deck-
ing and railing, and new carpet tiles made 
of 51 percent recycled materials will be 
installed inside. The kitchen is getting a 
convection oven and other energy efficient 
appliances, with LED lights connected 
throughout the facility. Workers will use 
toxin-free paints, and the center also plans 
to plant shade trees alongside the house to 
block the sun’s heat.

“As a species, we’ve developed a societal 
strategy that we are apart from nature 
instead of a part of nature,” Reynolds said. 

“We’ve lost sight of the fact that what 
we do interacts with the way the world 
works. That’s what sustainability is all 
about. Everything is interrelated one way 
or another. We need to develop a culture 
of understanding and realize we can make 
choices. We can affect the world in a posi-
tive way or we can affect the world in a 
negative way.”

Meteorological observatory  
provides research 
opportunities 

Greening advances are generating new 
research opportunities for students as well. 
SRU is installing a 30-foot air quality and 
meteorological observatory at the eastern 
edge of campus. Students will be able to 
conduct research on ozone levels and air pol-
lutants, gaining insight into air quality and 
helping them lead more sustainable lives. 

“Students and the community will be 
able to make educated decisions about 
their health and the health of the envi-
ronment,” said Julie Snow, SRU associ-
ate professor of geography, geology and 
the environment. “The data is going to 
be available, so, for example, a runner 
will know when the ozone is too high  
for running.” 

Students will have instant access to 
weather information. The observatory will 
measure air temperature, precipitation, wind 
speed and direction and relative humidity. 

Greening tips 
that’ll save you 
some green

“We can affect the world in a 
positive way or we can affect the 
world in a negative way.”

– Thomas Reynolds,  
Macoskey Center director
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Slippery Rock University is launching a totally redesigned 
master’s program in sustainable systems (MS3) this summer. 
The program has evolved away from its original focus on soils 
and agriculture to preparing graduates for careers in environ-
mental planning, alternative energy, green building design, 
industry consulting, government and non-profit work and sus-
tainable education.  
 “We’re anticipating that the Obama administration is going to 
fix the economy with green technology, wind, solar – they’ve 
even talked about it being a  ‘green new deal,’” said Langdon 
Smith, SRU professor of geography, geology and the environ-
ment and program coordinator. “So we looked at ways to make 
our students really competitive in those fields. You don’t get the 
chance very often to build a program that is right up to date with 
what’s going on.” 

SRU professors and outside experts will teach the courses. 
Smith said SRU would hire industry leaders to teach green  

GREENER PASTURES
Master’s program prepares grads for lives of sense and sustainability

building design, LEED 
certification and planning 
for sustainable communi-
ties.  “The technology’s changing 
so rapidly, we needed an actual architect who is design-
ing LEED certified buildings,” he said. 

The one-year (June to June) program is best suited for students 
with undergraduate degrees in geography, geology, biology, envi-
ronmental studies and environmental science, Smith said. Those 
students who don’t already work in a greening industry may start 
their own non-profit or consulting firm or move on to a doctoral 
program, Smith said.

“Some could become sustainability officers or coordinators,” 
he said. “Universities are all starting to hire sustainability coor-
dinators to look at everything from energy use to lighting to the 
affects of the environment on the health of workers.” The career 
potential is unlimited.

The program will continue to take advantage of the 
University’s 83-acre demonstration and research laboratory, the 
Robert A. Macoskey Center for Sustainable Systems Education 
and Research, Smith said. Enrollment for the 33-credit hour 
program is limited to 18 students. The inaugural program filled 
quickly – another indication of market demand. Those interested 
in enrolling in the next cohort, beginning June 2010, should con-
tact Smith at 724.738.2389 or langdon.smith@sru.edu

Atmospheric readings will be posted and 
available online to anyone who’s interested 
on the department of geography, geology 
and the environment Web site. 

“The main thing is SRU becomes part of 
a national and regional effort to analyze and 
observe air quality,” said Jack Livingston, 
SRU associate professor of geography,  
geology and the environment. “This is 
something that’s really critical for our stu-
dents to be a part of and to understand their 
environment. The data could potentially 
influence University, state and national 
policy, and our students will be involved.” 

All-natural food options  
take hold

A number of all-natural eating options 
were introduced on campus this year. SRU 
opened the nation’s first T&B Naturally 
Café inside Bailey Library. The café offers 
all-natural elixir drinks, coffee and organic 
muffins, beverages and snacks.

Aside from buying vegetables from local 
growers, the dining halls introduced new 
culinary and recycling programs. Food is 
batch cooked in small quantities using the 
“a la minute” philosophy to increase fresh-
ness, said John Vag of AVI Foodsystems, 
the campus food service provider. Chefs 
use whole meats for entrees and save the 
bones for soups, stocks and sauces. 

Soups are made from scratch. Lettuce 
for salads is hand cut and washed in small 
batches, not served from a bag or prepared 
in advance. Pizza dough is made daily 
using no preservatives.

Sustainability is found in the details as 
well. The dining halls became the first in 
the region to introduce biodegradable con-
tainers for takeout. The halls reduced nap-
kin usage 80 percent by making napkins 
available at the tables instead of at serving 
stations, Vag said.

“Organic is very popular at Slippery 
Rock University because of the emphasis 

on sustainability in the curriculum and 
campus culture,” he said. 

Students create Green Fund
Students have shown their green side as 

well. Students recently received approval 
from the SRU Council of Trustees to 
create a Green Fund to support envi-
ronmental initiatives on campus. Nine 
projects were funded, including a campus-
wide cleanup, electric meters to monitor 
electricity usage in Spotts World Culture 
Building, an “I Ride the Bus” project to 
reduce reliance and cars and an expansion 
of a green bike program that makes loaner 
bicycles available on campus.

The bus project includes the purchase 
of an Intelligent Transit Infrastructure 
device to increase ridership. The technol-
ogy transmits GPS signals so that students 
can use their cell phones to track where a 
bus is on its route.

Talking 
trash
Students, staff  

clean up their act,  
on campus 

buildings this summer to encourage more recycling and equip gar-
bage trucks with a mechanical arm to increase collection efficiency.

Students have no excuse for littering, because dozens of garbage 
and recycling cans are in place at strategic locations outside. 

Academic and residential buildings recycle paper products. 
Each wing of the residence halls includes a recycling center for 
paper products, glass, cans and plastics, said William Rudloff, 
SRU director of environmental health and safety. Students may 
also request a recycling container for their room, he said.

New to the recycling effort is a $5,500 cardboard baler for 
Weisenfluh Dining Hall, purchased with a Green Fund grant, 

Rudloff said. The baler compresses cardboard 
so that it can be sold instead of hauled to a 
landfill. The University rents balers for the 
University Union and Boozel Dining Hall.

The Robert A. Macoskey Center for 
Sustainable Systems Education and Research, 
SRU’S 83-acre sustainability demonstration 
site, operates a number of greening and recy-

cling programs. They include a rainwa-
ter catchment system, composting 
toilet, solar greenhouse and wind 
turbine to produce a small amount 
of clean electricity for the facility. 
A facility renovation is under way 
to add a geothermal heating/cool-
ing system and new decking com-
prised of recycled wood. 

The center also partners with 
the dining halls to develop 
compost for the center’s garden. 
Precooked vegetable waste and 
potato peels are mixed with leaves 
to create a fertilizer.

 SRU, now a smoke-free campus, 
continues to explore new sustain-
ability initiatives. Members of the 
Campus Sustainability Planning 
Network recently circulated a sur-
vey to University employees asking 
them for suggestions.

“Greening is something that we all need to 
be aware of, and it was so amazing to see so 
many students participate in the cleanup and 
show how much they care not only for our 
campus but for the environment as well.”

– Caitlinn Elliott

Forget the clichés about college students trashing campus. 
Slippery Rock University students certainly talk trash – in 
connection with getting rid of it. Spring semester found stu-
dents leading a campuswide cleanup and participating in a 
“Recyclemania” program in which they collected 266 bags of 
recyclables from the residence halls. 

“Greening is something that we all need to be aware of, and it was 
so amazing to see so many students participate in the cleanup and 
show how much they care not only for our campus but for the envi-
ronment as well,” said Caitlinn Elliott, a freshman from Bradford 
who photographed the cleanup. “I take great pride in my school.” 

During the Saturday cleanup, more than 75 students 
collected litter and divided it into trash, recycling 
and composting piles. The event was funded 
through the student-led Green Fund grant 
program, which supports campus environ-
mental initiatives.

Students aren’t the only ones rolling 
in trash these days. A heap of sustain-
ability measures have been implemented 
on campus to make garbage 
collection, cleaning and 
recycling greener endeavors. 
Sustainability is found in the 
details. Building custodians 
now use chemical-free clean-
ing agents, microfiber wiping 
cloths and vacuum cleaners with 
filters that capture 99.7 percent 
of particulates, said John Cowan, 
director of campus services.

“These are all green initiatives,” 
he said. “Environmentally, it is the 
right thing to do, and it provides a 
cleaner, more sustainable environ-
ment for workers and residents.”

SRU cleans and collects garbage 
from academic buildings and resi-
dence halls every morning. Cowan 
said campus services plans to place 
96-gallon tote containers in all of the 
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In 1992, when the green movement had yet to be offi-
cially named, much less popularized, Charles Glendenings, ’91, 
began Blackberry Meadows Farm in Natrona Heights. It was the 
first Certified Organic Community Supported Agriculture farm in 
the region, and the idea that CSA members, or “community share-
holders,” would cover the cost of farm operations and the farmer’s 
salary upfront in return for a share of the harvest was a new concept 
to America – and only 40 years old in Europe and Japan.

Glendenings, a retired banker, had plowed ahead with his 
dream of becoming a fulltime farmer by enrolling in Slippery Rock 
University’s master’s program in sustainable systems. “It was really 
a master’s degree in organic farming,” Glendenings recalled, “but 
it was a great fit because students could study a variety of systems. 
And it created quite a network of alumni throughout western 
Pennsylvania – not only in agriculture but architecture as well.” 

Fast-forward 16 years to 2008, when Glendenings, ready to 
retire a second time, sold the business to four next-generation 
farmers from SRU: brothers Greg Boulos, ’99, ’05, David Boulos, 
’99; Greg’s Boulos’ wife, Jen Montgomery, ’05; and Heath 
Gamache, ’04. Greg Boulos, Montgomery and Gamache are 
sustainable systems graduates. David Boulos received his degree 
in psychology. Each brought a unique skill set to the table that 
would prove beneficial to the overall operation of the farm. 

“The farm was a blank canvas and we all realized that the 
opportunities were incredible,” Greg Boulos said. “The fact that it 
could generate revenue was even better.” 

Blackberry Meadows, 30 miles northeast of Pittsburgh, grows 
120 varieties of fruits and vegetables on 85 acres. Its produce, 
including heirloom tomatoes, rattlesnake beans, dragon tongue 
beans and green beans, squash, radishes and potatoes, is sold 
through local food cooperatives and farmer’s markets. “We grow 
everything someone would grow in their backyard but on a much 
larger scale,” Montgomery said.

Group utilizes sustainability education
Jumping into the risky business of farming was made easier 

because of the group’s vast knowledge of sustainability – thanks 
to SRU’s graduate program in sustainability. Originally, the pro-
gram focused on sustainable agriculture with a global approach 
to implementation and impact. Today’s program, completely 
redesigned for 2009, is even more versatile, taking into account 
the growing demand for green jobs in all types of industries. 
Sustainability refers to harvesting or using a resource so that the 
resource is not depleted or permanently damaged. 

“The program as it existed produced a lot of very good people 
in the field and has a long history of making an impact,” said 

sustainability

Going green is nothing new to SRU’s sustainable systems program.  
One venture, Blackberry Meadows Farm, started by an SRU graduate,  

could well be the seed that germinated western Pennsylvania’s  
thriving green movement. 

By Heidi Tyline King

Rock graduates sow seeds of 
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Founding farmers set the standard
The four Slippery Rock University graduates who 

own and operate Blackberry Meadows Farm have shown 
greening-movement leadership on the job, in the class-
room, through research projects and their involvement 
with sustainability organizations. 

•  Greg Boulos, ’99, ’05, English, 
sustainable systems, is the western 
regional director of the Pennsylvania 
Association for Sustainable 
Agriculture, a non-profit organization 
that supports sustainable farmers. He 
is the founder and educational director 
of Steel City Biofuels, which promotes the use of bio-
diesel fuel. Boulos helped convince the Port Authority 
of Allegheny County to use a percentage of bio-diesel 
in its buses. 

•  Jennifer Montgomery, ’05, sus-
tainable systems, is the manager 
of Blackberry Meadows. She is 
on the steering committee of the 
Pennsylvania Women in Agriculture 
Organization, a non-profit orga-
nization that supports the grow-
ing number of women involved with farming. She 
has worked as an organic farmer in New Zealand, 
Scotland and Finland.

•  Heath Gamache, ’04, sustainable sys-
tems, teaches earth science in suburban 
Pittsburgh and is an expert in alterna-
tive energy. He led a wind turbine 
feasibility study as an SRU graduate 
student that resulted in a wind turbine 
being installed on campus. He taught 
environmental education at a youth camp for 10 years 
and has led several acid mine reclamation projects. 

•  Dave Boulos, ’99, psychology, is 
Blackberry Meadows’ full-time farmer 
and main tractor operator. He runs the 
logistics of the farm, handles market-
ing efforts and mans the farm’s booths 
at local farmers’ markets. He worked 
as a computer programmer before 
joining Blackberry.

Langdon Smith, SRU associate professor of geography, geology 
and the environment and program coordinator. “What we’ve 
done is add a lot of new courses for our students, including green 
building design, GIS (geographic information systems) systems, 
community planning, energy courses and geographic systems,” 
he said. “When our students graduate, they will be well-versed in 
all aspects of environment and sustainability, with plenty of field 
experience to help them step into a number of different positions 
in this growing field.” 

With less than a handful of programs like it throughout the 
country, demand has steadily increased. “We have room for only 
18 this first year of the redesigned program,” Smith said. 

The general focus of the program is what prompted Gamache 
to enroll. “The program taught me about the multiple aspects of 
the sustainability movement, and because of its general rather than 
specific approach, I am able to apply sustainability principles to a 
variety of endeavors,” he said. At Blackberry Meadows Farm, that 
includes farming and other related ventures that could eventually 
prove profitable.

Four grow the business
After overcoming the first hurdle that most entrepreneurs face – 

financing – the new owners of Blackberry Meadows Farm turned 
their attention to the down-and-dirty business of farming. “I orga-
nize the planting and harvesting of crops, manage pest control and 
oversee the greenhouse,” Montgomery said. David Boulos, a for-
mer computer consultant, works behind the scenes on administra-
tive and marketing efforts, but also mans the farm’s booths at local 
farmers’ markets. Gamache, who still teaches fulltime, assists with 
actual farming during the summer months. Greg Boulos explores 
partnerships and new enterprises for the farm. 

Because the farm is Community Supported Agriculture, its 
community shareholders, 80 percent of whom live within 10 
miles of the farm, shoulder the worry of turning a profit, or just 
breaking even. In return, the CSA members are guaranteed a  
portion of the harvest.

“Today, more than ever, people are concerned, and rightfully 
so, about where their food comes from,” said Glendenings, who 
is now a CSA member of Blackberry Meadows Farm. “I take a 

lot of comfort in having a personal relationship with the people 
responsible for what I eat, and because we pay upfront, it takes 
away the checkout aisle syndrome and makes the whole atmo-
sphere more congenial for everyone. Every week is a celebration 
of summer when we go to the farm to get our food.” 

Taking away the worry of producing profitable crops frees the 
owners to explore the potential for other sustainable ventures. 
“We have so many plans,” Montgomery said. “Right now we’re 
focused on vegetable production, but eventually I would like to 
also provide fruits, perennials and meats. And then there are other 
options such as classes and workshops, using the farm as a teach-
ing farm for other young farmers, and agri-tourism, where the 
farm is actually a local attraction.” 

Most recently, Blackberry Meadows Farm won a grant to 
explore the feasibility of installing a commercial kitchen. “Being 
able to can and offer a place for our members to can their veg-
etables is just another way to add value to what we are doing,” 
Montgomery said. 

Still, it’s the essence of farming that forms the nucleus of the 
operation. “It remains one of the noblest professions,” Greg 
Boulos said. “Think about it – farmers beat up their bodies in 
order to feed people, and providing this most basic 
 of human needs feels amazing. It’s not  
about the money   – it’s about enriching  
those around you, and being  
enriched in return.”

Sustainability refers to harvesting or 
using a resource so that the resource is 
not depleted or permanently damaged.

Sustainability refers to harvesting or 
using a resource so that the resource is 
not depleted or permanently damaged.
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It’s not always easy to plead for green in a blue economy, but 
Phillips shows commitment to reducing the carbon footprint 
in his own life as well. He sometimes bikes to church, recycles 
almost everything and lives in a home constructed with recycled 
bricks and wood, mowing the grass infrequently to maintain the 
lawn’s ability to reduce stormwater runoff.

“It all comes down to personal ethics,” Phillips said. “A lot of 
us have a lot of resources, and we haven’t been real conscious 
about conserving them. People really need to educate themselves 
on the consequences of how they live. They can start with little 
steps: If you’re building a new house or moving, consider ways to 
save energy, consider how far your commute to work is, consider 
whether you can walk to the doctor’s office, the store, the schools. 
We can’t continue to sprawl and develop and expect to dodge  
the consequences.”

As district manager of the Westmoreland Conservation District, 
Phillips oversees water restoration, soil conservation, forest stew-
ardship and storm water management on 1,022 square miles. His 
influences stretches well beyond the county, though. Phillips has 
also founded or spearheaded environmental groups tackling every-
thing from trail development and farmland preservation to illegal 
dumping, mine drainage cleanup and watershed restoration.

SRU plants the seed 
Phillips’ path to environmental stewardship started at Slippery 

Rock University, where the Youngwood native got hooked on 
geography classes as a freshman in 1974. In fact, he still has his 
class textbooks, though the yellow highlighter marking key para-
graphs has faded over the decades.

“There were not a whole lot of environmental courses then, 
because the conservation movement was just seriously getting 
started. So I took what was available and as many geography 
classes as I could,” said Phillips, adding that he also joined 
Gamma Theta Episilon, the national geography honorary 
society.

Phillips also spent a semester in Xlapa, Mexico, where his con-
servation concerns further deepened.

“It was really eye-opening for me, to experience another cul-
ture, and live in a bigger city that didn’t have the air quality we 
had here,” he said. “There weren’t any measures taken to protect 
the environment at all.”

While at Slippery Rock University, Phillips interned with the 
Westmoreland Conservation District.

After his 1978 graduation, he jokes, he “spent a year and a half 
in state prison.” Not as an inmate, though — rather, he adminis-
tered IQ tests to inmates, a job he quickly realized was “not what 
I wanted to do.”

So when he heard of an open position at the Westmoreland 
Conservation District, he hurried to apply and was quickly hired to 
inspect erosion-control measures at development sites.

After 28 years, Phillips now heads the organization, overseeing a 
staff of 16 and an annual operating budget of $2.5 million.

Phillips leads green  
building movement 

The district recently completed two major sustainability projects 
that environmental experts applaud. The first is a $1.2 million 
renovation of a historic, 1880s-era barn that the district uses as its 
headquarters and conservation education center.

The second is a $2.1 million “green rehabilitation” of a commer-
cial building in Westmoreland County. Both projects boast recycled 
or recyclable materials, alternative energy sources and innovative 
stormwater management features.

Those features are ones Phillips and his father, a master carpenter, 
implemented in his own home in Youngwood, where he lives with 
wife Leanne and son Brandon, 11.

“All my friends said: ‘You’ll build your house up on the (moun-
tain) ridge. But I wanted to build in town to minimize my foot-
print,” Phillips said.

Phillips’ house is green from the inside out. Built in 1990 on a 
vacant lot just a block from where he grew up, the ranch home is 
full of wood, flooring and bricks salvaged from old schools, barns 
and a community center. His property is heavily planted to thwart 
erosion and absorb water run-off. He mows his lawn infrequently, a 
strategy that helps reduce stormwater runoff.

And he used iron oxide recovered from mine drainage contami-
nating area streams as a pigment to color his driveway and basket-
ball court. “It’s kind of hard not to be environmental once you get 
started,” he said with a laugh.

Of all his environmental successes, he is perhaps most fond of his 
work remediating mine drainage. “Where we live, there are a lot of 
streams impacted by mine drainage,” said Phillips, whose grandpar-
ents worked in the coalmines.

Phillips, working for the Loyalhanna Creek Mine Drainage 
Coalition, helped spearhead an effort that used passive wetlands to 
remove 95 percent of the iron oxide polluting a 21-mile stretch of 
Loyalhanna Creek between Monastery Run and the Conemaugh River.

He also co-founded the Western Pennsylvania Coalition for 
Abandoned Mine reclamation, a 23-county group that works to 
restore streams and land ravaged by past coal mining. “My son 
knew what mine drainage was when he was just starting to talk,” 
Phillips said with a chuckle.

Anyone who wants to check out Phillips’ work can visit the 
Westmoreland Conservation District’s Web site at www.wcdpa.com.

Greg Phillips was 12 when he had the epiphany that 
would shape the rest of his life. 

Splashing in a stream with a buddy, Phillips marveled at the 
crayfish, minnows and other signs of life that he and his Catholic-
school classmates hadn’t found a few weeks earlier in a creek just 
10 miles away. Mine drainage had killed off everything in the 
currents where Phillips and his sixth-grade peers had sampled 
water for a science project.

The dichotomy fascinated him.
“I always loved to fish and enjoyed nature, but that really 

piqued my interest in the environmental aspect of things,”  
he said. 

Forty years later, the 1978 Slippery Rock University graduate 
is heading efforts to reduce environmental impact on numerous 
fronts. Phillips, manager of the Westmoreland Conservation 
District, is a recognized leader in the clean-water, mine reclama-
tion and sustainable building movements. Pennsylvania Gov. 

By Dana DiFilippo

Meet the 
green machine

Ed Rendell recently appointed him to an interstate water com-
mission, and experts are hailing the green machine’s most recent 
projects – the creation of a conservation education center in a 
restored barn and the first green rehabilitation of a commercial 
building in Westmoreland County.

“He’s really both a visionary on figuring out what needs to be 
done and a great implementer as well,” said Maggie Hall, regional 
manager of the Office of Energy and Technology Deployment 
of the Southwest Region of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection.

“Greg has a wonderful, gentle leadership style. He’s really good 
at building consensus to move projects forward,” said Linda Boxx, 
of the Katherine Mabis McKenna Foundation, which has helped 
finance some of his efforts. “He’s taken on some very innovative 
projects like the GreenForge building (the first environmen-
tal rehabilitation of a commercial building in Westmoreland 
County), and brought that project to fruition.”

Greg Phillips, ‘78
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despite swine flu threat

On the advice of the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control that individuals who may 
have been exposed to the virus should 
voluntarily socially distance themselves 
from others until the incubation period 
of seven to 10 days had passed, the 
University asked students not to attend 
regular graduation ceremonies, but rather 
graduate in a private, separate ceremony. 

After initially fearing they would be 
deprived of one of the most important 
events of their lives, the Mexico City stu-
dents said their “special day” was one they 
would cherish forever and thanked their 
alma mater for defusing a heated situation.

“It couldn’t have worked out bet-
ter in the end,” said Tiffany Gricks, an 
elementary and special education gradu-
ate from New Castle. “I am proud of the 

University, and I am proud of all of us for 
doing this together.”

“As teachers, we’ve always been taught 
to show flexibility. The response to this 
incident is a perfect example of flex-
ibility,” said Kelly Conron, a health and 
physical education graduate from Slippery 
Rock. “You never know what you’re going 
to go through in life, but this a special cer-
emony for us, and I couldn’t have asked 
for a better group to graduate with.”

More than 200 family members 
attended the alternative graduation in 
the Russell Wright Alumni House and 
Conference Center. The ceremony was 
conducted between the morning and 
afternoon commencements in Morrow 
Field House. Robert Smith, SRU presi-
dent, paid tribute to the heroic sacrifice of 

the 22, saying they embody the values of 
great teachers. 

“As a teacher, we hold you to a higher 
standard than other graduates,” Smith 
said. “You will be asked to make sacrifices 
and be held to higher expectations than 
those around you. Today we honor the 
character of your presence in and out of 
the classroom.”

SRU videotaped the ceremony, which 
included a reception with Mexican 
food, and broadcast part of it during the 
College of Education ceremonies in the 
afternoon. Graduates in the Field House 
were able to see their classmates receive 
their diplomas via video, and graduates 
participating in the private ceremony were 
able to watch the regular ceremony via 
live streaming on the Web.

The media covered the story extensively 
for a week, sending TV crews to campus 
for daily updates. The story generated 
more than 125 television stories across 
the nation and print stories in hundreds 

of publications. CNN, ABC World News 
Tonight, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and 
the Associated Press are just a few of the 
media outlets that covered developments.

Graduate Kevin Rees, who argued 
students should be allowed to walk in 
the main graduation, said he appreciated 
the University’s effort to make the day 
memorable.

“At the end of the day, when we 
look back on this, we’re going to have a 
memory that no one else in the history 
of Slippery Rock University can say they 
have – a separate graduation ceremony,” 
said Rees, a secondary education graduate 
from Slippery Rock.

“Honestly, this is better for me, because 
all of us have bonded. These are my com-
rades,” said Chris Sessoms, a secondary 
education graduate from Butler.

“I am keeping my last day at Slippery 
Rock University a happy day,” Lauren 
Colangelo, an elementary and special 
education major from Slippery Rock 

said before the ceremony. “We’re staying 
positive, and I plan to enjoy walking with 
the people I spent the last four weeks in 
Mexico with. At this point, we’re a lot 
closer now. We’ve been through every-
thing together.”

SRU students taught in the American 
School Foundation as part of a student-
teaching program SRU has been offer-
ing since 1992, said Thomas Gordon, 
professor of elementary education/early 
childhood development, who accompa-
nied them on the trip. During the gradu-
ation ceremony, Gordon summarized the 
accomplishments and future plans of the 
20 out of 22 students who participated in 
the alternate ceremony. 

“The administration was really under-
standing and incredibly generous by 
providing the alternate experience,” 
Gordon said. “It was astonishing, and I 
am proud of everyone involved. People 
rose to the occasion.”

pompgraduation
University 

keeps
in

By the time Slippery Rock University’s 
graduation day rolled around in May, 
more than 100 people had died from 
a “swine flu” epidemic that started in 
Mexico and spread across the border to 
the United States. Fears of a pandemic 
prompted widespread school closures and 
other measures across the U.S. 

Against this backdrop, SRU faced a 
unique challenge: 22 education majors, 
all of them seniors, were in Mexico City 
student teaching when the illness struck 
and could have been exposed to the virus. 
When the students returned to Slippery 
Rock just days before commencement, the 
University started receiving hundreds of 
calls from parents, students and commu-
nity members concerned about the pos-
sibility of the virus being spread.

“ I am proud of the University, and I am proud 
of all of us for doing this together.”–Tiffany Gricks
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Mount Kilimanjaro

Alumna’s mission for good

on

“I am proud of the quality of person she has become. 
Her willingness to help others and her climb of 
Kilimanjaro to aid in cancer research is just another 
example of her many contributions to society and the 
world around her.”

–  Philip Kennedy,
former SRU professor

ground. But at night, it felt like you could reach up and pluck the 
stars out of the sky.” 

The pace was slow. Lysinger hiked six to eight hours a day, 
breaking the monotony with word and mind games. For inspira-
tion, she carried her list of 75 supporters and pictures of cancer 
victims and survivors, which she left at the summit.

On the day they expected to reach the summit, the group started 
from high camp at midnight and climbed all night. Headlamps lit 
the way. Temperatures dropped to the low teens, but clear bright 
skies and a brilliant sunrise awaited the triumphant group at the 
summit, she said. 

“The view was simply spectacular. We hit the crater rim around 
7 a.m. and pushed on to the highest point, Uhuru Peak,” she said. 
“After celebrating the summit, we returned to high camp, took a 
short rest and continued down to another camp for the last night 
before hiking off the mountain for good.”

The climb brought several SRU graduates together. Josh Proch, 
a 2004 exercise and rehabilitative sciences graduate, and Philip 
Kennedy, a retired accounting professor, helped Lysinger train. 

Climb for Hope, started in 2006, is a non-profit organization 
that raises money for vaccine research being led by Leisha Emens, a 
physician at Johns Hopkins University.

“The amount of time and money that climbers put into their 
trips is so touching to me,” said Andrew Buerger, founder. “I have 
a sister who is battling breast cancer, not to mention the hundreds 
and thousands of 
women who are 
diagnosed. Beth 
can say that she was 
an integral part of 
a very promising 
vaccine that’s going 
to treat advanced 
breast cancer.” 

M  ount Kilimanjaro is the highest point in Africa – 19,341 feet. The 
trek to the top passes through five ecosystems and takes a week. “It’s 
like hiking from the tropics to the North Pole on one mountain,” 
said Beth Lysinger, a 1991 Slippery Rock University graduate who 
recently scaled “Kili” to raise money for breast cancer research. 

Lysinger collected more than $14,000 in pledges for Climb 
for Hope, a Baltimore-based organization that has raised more 
than $550,000 for the development of a breast cancer vaccine. 
Of the seven climbers in her team, five, including Lysinger, 
reached the summit. 

“At some point in our lives, we will all be touched by cancer,” 
Lysinger said. “I had two aunts pass away from breast cancer, and 
a few of my friends are battling this disease right now. What little I 
did in climbing Kilimanjaro is nothing in comparison to the strug-
gles, pain and perseverance women with breast cancer go through.”

Kilimanjaro, snow capped and shrouded by clouds most of the 
time, is one of the most majestic sites in the world. “As wide as all 
the world, great, high and unbelievably white in the sun, was the 
top of Mount Kilimanjaro” author Ernest Hemingway wrote. 

Located in the northeastern tip of Tanzania, only 40 percent 
of climbers reach the summit because of the thinning oxygen at 
high altitude, said Lysinger, who made the trip to mark her 50th 
birthday. Many climbers experience stomach problems, insomnia, 
headaches and vomiting. One climber who attempted the summit 
the same day as her party’s push to the top collapsed and had to be 
carried more than 12,000 feet down the mountain. 

“It is basically a long, tedious one-foot-in-front-of-the other 
climb with some scrambling on rocks,” Lysinger said. “But you 
definitely need to be prepared mentally, emotionally and physi-
cally in order to get to the summit.” 

Kilimanjaro climbers follow one of eight routes. Some routes 
offer trailside huts. Lysinger’s team, which included three 
Tanzanian guides and 20 porters for carrying gear, chose the 
lesser-traveled Machame Trail, which is longer, traverses three 
sides of the mountain and requires sleeping in tents. 

“The conditions were basic – no showers, just a bucket of 
warm water in the morning to freshen up,” she said. “Bathrooms 
were behind a rock or in camp, or an outhouse with a hole in the 

Beth Lysinger, ‘91, 
climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro to raise 
money for breast  
cancer research.
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C
ollege of Education

From the Dean:
It’s been a great 10 years at The Rock. We’ve accomplished more 

than I could have imagined and, for the most part, have had fun doing it. 
Examples of our accomplishments are: two successful NCATE reviews; 
development of online programs, adding student teaching in Wake County, 
N.C. and the development of a unique approach to principal certifica-
tion. We also refurbished McKay Education Building inside and out and 
increased the diversity of the faculty by 10 percent.

– Jay Hertzog 

hertzog advances 
education’s national  
reputationJay Hertzog, who retired in June as dean of the College of 

Education, helped advance Slippery Rock University’s national 
reputation as a leader in teacher-preparation education. 

“I know these are big shoes to fill,” said William Williams, 
SRU provost and vice president for academic affairs. “His out-
standing leadership has helped Slippery Rock University maintain 
its reputation as among the finest teacher-education universities 
in the country. Dr. Hertzog built and expanded that reputation. 
Students in school districts across the state and across the nation 
are truly benefiting from his dedication to ensuring that quality 
teachers are graduating from SRU ready to meet the challenging 
demands in education today.”

Make no mistake, though. No grass will be growing under 
Hertzog’s feet in retirement.  “I already have more plans than 
I have days,” Hertzog said as he recalled his 41-year-career in 
education, including 10 years at the helm of SRU’s College 
of Education. First on the agenda is taking his granddaughter 
Allison Richter to Germany this summer to mark her  
12th birthday. 

In his “spare” time, Hertzog will continue consultation work 
in his area of passion – student transition from middle school to 
high school. He often calls this topic “absolutely crucial” to a  
student’s success in school – and in life. An author and expert on 
the subject, Hertzog has provided expertise as a consultant in  
48 states regarding the importance of reaching students at this 
critical juncture.

Hertzog said he first joined the Cocalico School District as an 
elementary music teacher for grades 1-5 after graduating from 
Penn State University. He then became director of the Hamburg 
Area High School Band, a competitive marching band in eastern 
Pennsylvania.

His move to higher education came in 1987 when he was 
completing his post-doctoral work at the University of Wyoming. 
“I was offered a position as superintendent at a northeastern 
Pennsylvania school district or the chance to join Valdosta State 
University as an assistant professor of its middle grades depart-
ment,” he said.

He joined SRU in 1999. Kathleen Strickland, professor of 
English, has been named interim dean of the college that Hertzog 
did so much to advance. 
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“H                ercules,” Slippery Rock University’s student-operated 
robot, is a box-shaped automaton that uses lasers, sonar, bumper 
sensors and a camera to move about an Artificial Intelligence Lab. 
He plays follow the leader, picks up trash – and he comes in peace.

Purchased two years ago through the SRU Technology Fee 
program, computer science majors Daniel Bly of Chicora, John 
Corrado of Cranberry, Josh White of New Castle and Joseph 
Forsythe of Slippery Rock made several advances with Hercules 
during the spring semester. 

Students created a computer interface for Hercules and pro-
grammed its wheels, sonar and laser sensors and camera. The 
program tells the robot how close it is to an object, so that it can 
navigate the lab and pick up items with greater efficiency.

Students hope to activate a GPS unit and have Hercules ready 
for an outdoor venture by fall semester.

“It’s been one of the most exciting and fun things I’ve worked 
on here, but it is full of challenges,” White said. “We’re always 
looking for something new. There will never be a day when we 
say, ‘This is done, and we don’t want to play with it anymore.’”

Hercules, an autonomous programmable robot manufactured 
by Mobile Robots Inc., is used in the “Introduction to Artificial 
Intelligence” class taught by Sam Thangiah, SRU professor of 
computer science. The four students took the course but made 
the advances while working on their own time.

From the Dean:
Robotics offers huge employment opportunities for the future. The 

Hercules project in the College of Business, Information and Social 
Sciences gives our students outstanding experience. Students conduct 
research that is similar to high-tech industry standards.

 – Bruce Russell

The research is important, Thangiah said, because many 
experts believe robots will soon be used in a number of work 
settings, including manufacturing and deliveries. For instance, 
Thangiah foresees a day when robots will deliver mail and medi-
cal supplies in hospitals and detect roadside bombs for the mili-
tary and police.

“We’ve been learning how to program real-world applica-
tions,” Corrado said. “The opportunity at Slippery Rock 
University has really taught me a lot about robotics and will 
look good on a resume.”

Forsythe, who plans a career in computer programming, said 
the experience with Hercules has been invaluable.

“I am grateful for the opportunity given by Slippery Rock 
University; not every university offers something like this. The 
robot itself might not look science fiction or like NASA, but the 
logic behind it is the same. Robotics is definitely the technology 
of the future. The ability to work with robots this early in our 
education is pretty special. Ultimately, I’d like to do something 
like this professionally and work with robots everyday.”

Computer science  
majors develop  
technology of the future
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From the Dean:
At SRU, humanities programs help students learn to read and write 

in effective and creative ways as well as to achieve full, enjoyable 
and responsible lives in harmony with an increasingly global society.  
I look forward to contributing to the improvement of our college and  
its integration in the common effort to support the University’s stra-
tegic planning.

– Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio

va Tsuquiashi-Daddesio, Slippery Rock University professor of 
modern languages and cultures, has been named interim dean 
of the College of Humanities, Fine and Performing Arts.  She 
has taught French and Spanish at SRU since 1988 and served as 
chairperson of the department of modern languages and cultures 
since 2005.

Tsuquiashi-Daddesio, an award-winning educator who has 
published in three languages and written more than 20 papers, 
said she plans to build on SRU’s tradition for excellence in 
the humanities. SRU has the only dance department in the 
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education. It offers top-
notch education in all of the college’s programs, which includes 
art, music and the teaching of eight languages  – French, Spanish, 
German, Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Russian and Arabic. 

“What I bring is the awareness of the need to manage radically 
different types of programs within the college,” she said.  “The 
administration of the fine and performing arts area – art, the-
atre, dance and music – present challenges unlike the traditional 
humanities fields represented by philosophy, history, English and 

modern languages and cultures. I am looking forward to working 
with very talented faculty members who will help me to accu-
rately understand the needs of each department.”

She supports the University’s plans for the construction of a 
much-needed new performing arts center. 

Even in a bad economy, Tsuquiashi-Daddesio sees job  
opportunities in the humanities. “Aside from the fact that the 
humanities are many times a springboard to a variety of careers, 
experts say that there are going to be more jobs in education,” 
she said. “Our college provides specializations for a variety of 
education programs.”

Tsuquiashi-Daddesio received her undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in letters and comparative literature from the Université 
de la Sorbonne-Nouvelle in Paris and a doctorate in French from 
the University of Minnesota.

Robert Smith, SRU president, appointed Tsuquishi-Daddesio 
based on the recommendation of William Williams, SRU pro-
vost. She was chosen because of her leadership in modern lan-
guages and strong academic credentials and accomplishments.

She replaces Diana Dreyer, a professor of English who came 
out of retirement to serve as interim dean for a year.

“She [Dreyer] did a wonderful job as interim dean,” 
Williams said. “She provided stability and strong leadership 
for the college.”
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Online nursing  
program offers  
global reach

W         hen Sherry McConnell gets a break from her job as a 
trauma nurse, she does what many other college students do –  
she reads class assignments. But not many college students have 
to juggle the roles McConnell does. 

McConnell, a lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserves, works 
six days a week treating wounded soldiers in Afghanistan. In her 
“spare time,” she is pursuing her bachelor’s degree in nursing 
through Slippery Rock University’s online program.

“This online program has been very rewarding,” she said. “I 
have learned a lot about computers from a course called ‘Health 
Care Informatics.’ The instructors are helpful. Slippery Rock 
University has helped me to achieve my goals of advancing my 
career even while being deployed.” 

McConnell, from Arizona, enrolled in the academic program 
in 2008 but was deployed last July with a Level 3 Trauma Unit 
with 13 beds in Bagram. She takes care of local nationals, coali-

tion forces, enemy combatants and 
injured contractors. 

“This unit takes care of all ages, 
from one day to the elderly,” she said.

From the Dean:
The nursing department at SRU has been at the forefront of technology for 

the past decade.  Our faculty members are committed to meeting the needs 
of the professional adult student who is balancing work, home and academ-
ics.  It is gratifying to know that as people read this article a woman leader in 
the U.S. Army, half way around the world, is able to successfully complete the 
program and fulfill her academic dreams.

– Susan Hannam

The 39-credit nursing program is for registered nurses looking 
to enhance their education and job credentials. Professors post the 
required coursework and set weekly deadlines for reading assignments, 
papers and quizzes. Students discuss assignments via Blackboard.

“I have learned a lot,” McConnell said. “I have never used com-
puters to this degree prior to attending this program. Slippery Rock 
University has helped me develop many skills that I will be able to 
use in the future.” 

McConnell said she didn’t expect to be deployed and attend col-
lege, but SRU sent her books prior to the start of classes and helped 
her register. “SRU helped me meet the requirements and answered any 
questions I had in regards to the Blackboard,” she said. “The program 
is achievable with good communication and time management.” 

Judy DePalma, SRU professor of nursing, said McConnell’s determi-
nation shows the ambition of SRU students and the value of the online 
option. “Online students tell us they want flexibility,” she said. “This is 
the only way many of them can get a degree, because so many of them 
must continue with their work and home responsibilities. Sherry exem-
plifies the values of an outstanding nurse. I admire her because she’s not 
only working as a nurse, she’s serving her country.”

Sherry McConnell (left), a student in SRU’s 
online nursing program, considered but decided 
against a camel ride at an open market bizarre 
at the U.S. Army base in Afghanistan where 
she works as a trauma nurse.
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Dorotha ‘Dot’ Anderson, ’37, 
works, serves, gives

the one-room school, and thus began a lifelong personal and busi-
ness partnership.

Orville Anderson purchased his first school bus in 1937 and soon 
began using that bus for tours to Pittsburgh and Cleveland on the 
weekends. O.D. proposed to Dot, and they married in 1940.

She became an important part of the bus service, handling all 
the office duties and dispatches. Her children still joke that their 
mother became her own “Department of Transportation” (DOT).

The Andersons moved to the current site of Anderson Coach & 
Travel in Greenville in 1948 and raised their children in a house 
on the property. “She is such a hard worker. She’s extremely 
bright. She was always there for us,” said Karen Jones, their eldest 
child. “Dad was very forceful too. They were a good team. We all 
worked hard.”

Son Doug Anderson is the current company president. Daughter 
Sue Nicklin is vice president. Son Lyle Anderson was vice president 
until his retirement in 1998. Daughter Karen Jones is the only sib-
ling who has not been active in the company as an adult.

“Dad and she understood the value of relationship building 
before it became the mantra for modern businesses,” Nicklin said. 
“They both were naturals as they sincerely love people and thus 
growing the travel business was a natural. Education and hard 
work were prioritized in our home life. It is certainly befitting our 
mother’s identity to give back to her Slippery Rock alma mater. 
This giving spirit is her way of life.” 

Anderson pioneers trips to Alaska
Throughout the years, the Andersons expanded the business many 

times. They became pioneers in long-distance tours, most notably 
to Alaska. The company introduced motor coach tours to Alaska in 
1966. The 35-day tour allowed time to visit several locations and 
covered every mile of the Alaska Highway. 

In 1976, to celebrate the bicentennial, they named one of their 
coaches “Spirit of ’76” and offered tours to the original 13 states. To 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the company in 1987, they painted 
their coaches swanky black, a color scheme they retain to this day.

Orville Anderson died in 1990, leaving Dot as the sole head of 
the company. 

“I want youthful, well-adapted 
people to get an education, especially 
those who don’t have the money to  

go any other way”
It is 70 degrees outside and sunny. Not a cloud 

in the sky. Just the sort of weekday you’d expect 
92-year-old Dorotha Elder “Dot” Anderson to 
spend on her deck or with her grandchildren. 
Instead, Anderson is at work presiding over 
the Anderson Coach & Travel bus company 
her late husband Orville “O.D.” and she co-
founded in 1937 – the same year she gradu-
ated as valedictorian from Slippery Rock State 
Teachers College.

Anderson, who still goes to work every day, 
also presides over a remarkably generous family. 
She and her four children, Lyle, Sue, Karen and 
Doug, recently contributed $100,000 to create the 
Dorotha Elder Anderson Endowed Scholarship at SRU. 

Recipients will be chosen from high schools that have transpor-
tation contracts with Anderson Coach & Travel. The Greenville 
company employs 200 people and operates 44 motor coaches for 
charters and tours across the U.S. and Canada as well as 53 school 
vehicles for two local school districts.

Anderson hopes the scholarship bridges funding gaps 
for SRU students during the difficult economy.

“I want youthful, well-adapted people to get an 
education, especially those who don’t have the 
money to go any other way,” she said. “I think it 
will be harder for students to attend college in the 
future. I have two grandchildren who will be going 
soon. They’re starting to look around.”

Anderson, a Mercer native, majored in education 
at SRU. As a student, she served as president of  

Pi Gamma Mu and the French Club, was a member 
of the Baton Club and sang in the Madrigal Club, 

Women’s Glee Club and the A Cappela Choir.
“Slippery Rock was small; you could walk anywhere,” 

Anderson recalled. “I lived on Normal Avenue and in a house for 
two years right across from the park. I never lived in a residence hall 
because it cost more money. I took all of my classes in Old Main.” 

After graduation, she became a teacher at a one-room school-
house in the Mercer School District. Shortly thereafter, she met 
Orville Anderson, who had the school transportation contract for 

Anderson, a successful, pioneering businesswoman, advises 
other women leaders to keep it simple. “Live each day with hon-
est principles in a steady, regular fashion,” she said.

Anderson, a firm believer in philanthropy, has given to many 
schools and groups. They include Allegheny and Thiel colleges as 
well as the Reynolds Area School District. She has supported St. Paul 
Homes in Greenville and Zion’s United Church of Christ as well.

She remains proud of the company’s success.
“Our business was founded in 1937 with a converted truck to 

haul children from the farms to the one room schoolhouse,” she said. 
“Today we are a leader in the transportation field, having grown 
in size to 44 deluxe over-the-road coaches and 53 school vehicles. 
Throughout the years we continued to always operate with integrity 
and honesty – and although we are larger – the personal interaction 
with all our customers is still paramount in daily operations.” 

Her biggest challenge was overcoming an aneurysm in 1989. 
“To be this close to death and then slowly regain back all of your 
facilities, one truly does have a clearer vision of what’s important 
in life,” she said. “I love my career and am blessed to be able to 
come to work daily and perform the job that I love in the busi-
ness I co-founded.” 

Anderson said she retains her affection for SRU because of  
“the warmth of everybody, the kindness and the heart the 
University has for young people.”
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Carl and Norma Laughner, ’49, ’48, have devoted 
65 years of their lives to Slippery Rock University – as students, 
professors, alumni association leaders and donors. Most recently, 
through a scholarship in their name, they are extending a helping 
hand to the current generation of students. 

The Laughners established the Carl and Norma Watson 
Laughner Scholarship, which awards up to $1,000 a year to a stu-
dent who is related to an alumni association member. 

“They were so kind, and the money was very helpful,” said 
Rachella Scherer, a ’08 fine arts graduate who used the scholar-
ship to buy art supplies and is cur-
rently developing a ceramics studio in 
Harrisville. “Being an art student, you 
always need materials. Their scholarship 
made a difference in how adventuresome 
I could be with art projects, because I 
could buy more supplies.” 

Scherer’s husband Theodore Scherer 
graduated from SRU in 2001 with degrees in elementary educa-
tion and philosophy. His brother Zachary Scherer graduated in 
2008 with a degree in political science. 

The scholarship, established in 2001, helps sophomores and 
juniors. Students must demonstrate an overall grade-point aver-
age of 3.25 or better and be involved in campus activities and 
community service. 

“Learning is probably the most important thing in your life. 
You have to keep learning. If you don’t, you die up here,” Norma 
Laughner said, pointing to her head. “I feel education should be 
supported by everybody. Those of us who are lucky enough to be 
involved with the school and seeing the way it works, it behooves 
us to make a little extra effort to support the students.”

Norma Laughner is a member of the Watson family, whose 
roots go back to the earliest days of the institution. 

Her father Grove Watson graduated in 1913. 
Her brother John Watson graduated 

in 1940. John Watson’s 

“Slippery Rock University gave us a 
great deal. We feel it’s a worthwhile 

cause. The students appreciate it,  
and we’re doing what we can to help 

the future generation.”

Carl and Norma Laughner

with SRU
intertwine lives 

son Robert Watson graduated in 1970 and worked for SRU for 33 
years. Robert Watson’s daughter Emily Watson graduated in 2007.

Norma Laughner said she liked Slippery Rock from the moment 
she stepped foot on campus as a schoolgirl. “My dad used to bring 
me up to the football games when I was a little kid,” she said. “We 
would stand on the sidelines – he would never sit in the stands – 
and cheer for Slippery Rock.”

After considering a career in nursing, the family tradition for 
SRU and her father’s urging convinced her to become a teacher. 
After graduating from SRU, Norma Laughner taught English at 
Coraopolis High School until 1951. She left teaching to raise her 
children but returned to teach English at SRU from 1959 to 1969. 
She served as secretary of the alumni association from 1969-1989. 
Carl Laughner taught English and speech at SRU from 1955-1970 
and was the alumni association director from 1970-1978.

Like many other married couples, they met as SRU students, 
after Carl was discharged from the Air Force following service in 
the Pacific theater during World War II.

“I saw him getting off the bus with all his earthly belongings,” 
she said. “I always sang in the choir and he was there in the chapel 

that day. After chapel, why, he saddled 
up alongside of me, we started walking 
together and telling our life stories and that 
was the beginning.”

“I think everybody should give back,” she 
said. “Slippery Rock University gave us a 
great deal. We feel it’s a worthwhile cause. 
The students appreciate it, and we’re doing 

what we can to help the future generation.”
Carl Laughner said great educators teach students to synthesize 

information, show an awareness of their needs outside the class-
room and take an interest in their lives. He recalled a story about 
a student who struggled to read the blackboard to illustrate his 
point. The student kept cocking his head to one side.

“That’s an indication that something’s wrong with one eye,” 
Laughner said. “It turned out he was blind in one eye and had just 
accommodated to seeing with one eye. My teaching philosophy 
is the same as the eye event. There’s no point in learning abstract 
things and recycling facts if you don’t see what they mean.”

The next generation of students will see more clearly thanks to 
the Laughners, who remain grateful and committed to their  
alma mater.

“We give back because we feel the school did a good 
job for us,” Carl Laughner said. “We’re happy  
with what we got at Slippery Rock 
University.”

1948

1962
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HOMECOMiNG WEEKEND  
OCTOBER 2-4

CLASS noTES

In Memory
Josephine Cleary Grace, ’28 
Hannah Harrison Dawson, ’29 
Mildred Hagel Fait, ’29 
Alice Shaner Bruner ‘30 
Dorothy Wood Hope, ’30 
Janet McLaughlin Hornbeck, ’30 
Irene Love, ’30 
Reatha Clay Wilson, ’30 
Lois Anderson Bodkin, ’31 
Elizabeth McCoy Fisher, ’31 
Ruth Koehler Collyer, ’32 
Sara Owen Cox, ’32 
Carrie Booher Cunningham, ’32 
Ida Schor McCready, ’32 
Lillian Sapienza Pasta, ’32 
Rosina Jackson Anderson, ’33 
Dorothy Lowther Loerch, ’33 
Adda Black Stephens, ’33 
Annie Meany Waxler, ’33 
Jean Westlake Fehrenbach, ’34 
Lois Otto Loughlin, ’34 
Catherine Maricq Seidel, ’34 
Martha Williams Smith, ’34 
Agnes Goffus Warren, ’34 
Frank Crowley, ’35 
Helen Bloomfield Davis, ’35 
Frank Hench, ’35 
Alice Lynam Snizik, ’35 

Ann Wadsworth Hershey, ’36 
Henry Popko, ’37 
Samuel Cornelius, ’38 
Rutheen Kocher Teets, ’38 
Gabriel Buzash, ’40 
Bertha Boya Thompson, ’40 
Edna Dight White, ’40 
Howard Chambers, ’42 
Charlotte Haidle Willson, ’42 
Evelyn Williams Kassouf, ’44 
Ruth McGranahan Knudtson, ’44 
Theresa Costa Kosko, ’44 
Madeline Paskovitch Carbonara, ’47 
Leona Kroko, ’49 
James Dull, ’50 
William Miller, ’50 
Robert Gilliland, ’51 
Joyce Robbins Reeher, ’52 
Dolores McDowell McDonald, ’53 
Robert Stoner, ’53 
Duane Conway, ’56 
Donald Duncan, ’56 
Dorothy Lance Kelon, ’56 
Bruce Dunham, ’58 
Milton Dymond, ’58 
Harry Lasky, ’58 
Elaine Peles McMullen, ’60 
Nancy Allis, ’63 

ALUMnI ASSocIATIon REpoRTEditorial information
Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply contact us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1-800-GET-ROCK 
or fax us at 724.738.4784. It is our policy not to publish engagements or pregnancies; however, we publish marriages and births.

(M) - Denotes master’s degree, (F) - Denotes faculty member, (FR) - Denotes friend of the University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes

Weddings
1990s
Jennifer izzo, ’93, and Brendan O’Brien 
were married Sept. 21, in New Rochelle, 
N.Y.

2000s
Becky Newhouse, ’02, and Joel Horazuk 
were married June 21, 2008. The couple 
resides in West Saint Paul, Minn.
Marie Leuenberger, ’04, and Eric 
Sassman, ’03, were married Sept. 13, 

2008. The couple resides in Henderson, 
Nev. Marie is a humanities teacher with 
the Clark County School District and 
Eric is a business analyst with Nevada 
State Bank.
Kate Krivoniak, ’06, and Dave 
Cracraft, ’05, were married June 28, 
2008, in Tarentum. The couple resides 
in New Castle. Dave is a TSS for 
Vocational Psychological Services and 
a faculty manager for North Allegheny 
and Kate is an instructional aide for the 
Farrell Area School District. 

Births and Adoptions

CLASS noTES

2000s
Toni Hittle Mild, ’00 (M), has 
been selected by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education to be an 
application content reviewer for the 
state’s Chapter 49-2 Special Education 
Certification Program. 
John Kuhn, ’01, 
is employed by the 
Armstrong Group 
of Companies as 
a senior software 
engineer. He 
develops Web sites 
for Armstrong’s 

customer-facing Internet sites. He mar-
ried Kelley Herr in 2001, and they have 
two children, Kaleb John and Lucas 
Wesley.
Kathryn Darlington Maine, ’03, has 
been named intensive care unit pulmo-
nary and thoracic transplant recovery 
nurse at the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center-Presbyterian. 
Carol Warner, ’03, ’04 (M), and 
Kelly Edwards opened Slippery Rock 
Specialty Florist, formerly known as 
Slippery Rock Florist, located on 249 
South Main Street, Slippery Rock. Show 
your SRU Alumni Association member-
ship card and get a 5 percent discount.

In Memory
Josephine Cleary Grace, ’28 
Hannah Harrison Dawson, ’29 
Mildred Hagel Fait, ’29 
Alice Shaner Bruner ‘30 
Dorothy Wood Hope, ’30 
Janet McLaughlin Hornbeck, ’30 
Irene Love, ’30 
Reatha Clay Wilson, ’30 
Lois Anderson Bodkin, ’31 
Elizabeth McCoy Fisher, ’31 
Ruth Koehler Collyer, ’32 
Sara Owen Cox, ’32 
Carrie Booher Cunningham, ’32 
Ida Schor McCready, ’32 
Lillian Sapienza Pasta, ’32 
Rosina Jackson Anderson, ’33 
Dorothy Lowther Loerch, ’33 
Adda Black Stephens, ’33 
Annie Meany Waxler, ’33 
Jean Westlake Fehrenbach, ’34 
Lois Otto Loughlin, ’34 
Catherine Maricq Seidel, ’34 
Martha Williams Smith, ’34 
Agnes Goffus Warren, ’34 
Frank Crowley, ’35 
Helen Bloomfield Davis, ’35 
Frank Hench, ’35 
Alice Lynam Snizik, ’35 
Ann Wadsworth Hershey, ’36 
Henry Popko, ’37 
Samuel Cornelius, ’38 
Rutheen Kocher Teets, ’38 
Gabriel Buzash, ’40 
Bertha Boya Thompson, ’40 

Edna Dight White, ’40 
Howard Chambers, ’42 
Charlotte Haidle Willson, ’42 
Evelyn Williams Kassouf, ’44 
Ruth McGranahan Knudtson, ’44 
Theresa Costa Kosko, ’44 
Madeline Paskovitch Carbonara, ’47 
Leona Kroko, ’49 
James Dull, ’50 
William Miller, ’50 
Robert Gilliland, ’51 
Joyce Robbins Reeher, ’52 
Dolores McDowell McDonald, ’53 
Robert Stoner, ’53 
Duane Conway, ’56 
Donald Duncan, ’56 
Dorothy Lance Kelon, ’56 
Bruce Dunham, ’58 
Milton Dymond, ’58 
Harry Lasky, ’58 
Elaine Peles McMullen, ’60 
Nancy Allis, ’63 
Julia Braymer Thornburg, ’64 
Ronald Caldwell, ’66 
David Evans, ’69 
Irene Foor Calhoun Metzler, ’71 
James Boyd, ’74 
Mark Hoegerl, ’78 
Kathleen Santavicca, ’92 
Mary Lindsey, ’97 
Joseph Stiehler, ’98 
Robert Boggess, ’06 
Donald Harbison, ’06

1970s
Debbie Moyer Worthington, ’75, 
announces the birth of her grandson 
Jordan Luke Soknich, Aug. 15, 2008.

1990s
Carl Anderson, ’93, and wife, Jennifer, 
announce the birth of their second child, 
Connor James, Aug. 1, 2008, in Albany, 
N.Y. He was welcomed home by big sis-
ter, Corinne, and grandparents, Austin 
Anderson, ’69, and Linda Gajarsky 
Anderson, ’71.

Kristie Maple Bowman, ’97, and hus-
band, Jim, announce the birth of their 
son Benjamin James, March 16.

Christopher Gerber, ’99, ’04, and 
Carry Ackinclose Gerber, ’00, ’03 
(M), announce the birth of their daugh-
ter Rylee Campbell, Feb. 3.

2000s
Michelle Gillespie McGraw, ’00, 
and husband, Jim, announce the birth of 
their daughter Isabella Claire, Feb. 26.

Kelly Lewis 
Tiffany, ’02, and 
husband, Derek, 
announce the birth 
of their daughter 
Eilleillwy, March 18, 
in Bellingham, WA.

Bree Morse 
Lawrence, ’02, 
and husband, 
Jason, announce 
the birth of their 
second son, Grant 
Calvin, Nov. 18, 
2008.

Rich Petroske, 
’02, and Lisa 
Wilson Petroske, 
’02, announce the 
birth of their son 
Evan, Feb. 16. The 
family lives on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland where Rich 
is a band teacher and Lisa is a music 
therapist.

Dawn Kaiser Vaughn, ’02, and hus-
band, Chad, announce the birth of their 
second daughter Jocelynne Reese, 
March 15. She joins big sister, Dalaney 
Brielle. Dawn is a health and physi-
cal education teacher at Shaler Area 
Middle School.

Heather Thorstenson Cronk, ’03, and 
husband, Wilber, announce the birth of 
their son Gideon James, Jan. 22.

Karlianne Ciocco 
Bulisco, ’04, and 
Shawn Bulisco, 
’04, announce the 
birth of their son 
Dominick Victor, 
Nov. 7, 2008.

1940s
Albert “Lefty” Davis, ’49, sends his 
best wishes to everyone at Slippery 
Rock University. Davis taught physical 
education for more than 35 years and is 
enjoying life in retirement.

1960s
Joseph Kandor, ’60, distinguished 
service professor emeritus, was honored 
by the American Counseling Association 
recently as an ACA Fellow. Fellows are 
ACA members of professional distinc-
tion who have been recognized for 
significant and unique contributions in 
professional practice, scientific achieve-
ment and governance, or teaching and 
training, and have made important con-
tributions to the counseling profession.

1970s
Michael Minnitti, ’70, was inducted 
into the USA/New Jersey Amateur 
Softball Association Hall of Fame. 
Minnitti was a four-time All-American 
and three-time Major Modified Fast 
Pitch National Champion in USA/ASA 
Softball and won 126 tournaments in 
fast pitch and slow pitch over a 30-year 
career in New Jersey and around the 
United States.
Robert Rihn, ’70, is executive director 
of Tri-County Human Services, a $9 mil-
lion social service agency in Lakeland, 
Fla. Tri-County is a private, nonprofit 
organization employing 210 people. It 
offers outpatient, prevention and detoxi-
fication programs, transitional living, a 
women’s residential unit, in-jail mental 
health and substance abuse treatment 
programs and a dual-diagnosis residen-
tial unit. 
F. Dennis Riegelnegg, 
’72, has been named 
president of St. 
Joseph’s College in 
Indiana and the Catholic 
Institution’s third lay 
president. Riegelnegg 
spent 13 years as vice 
president for student development at  
St. Francis University. 
Dan Toomey, ’72, writes that a number 
of SRU graduates are now working for 
the Reading Phillies Double “AA” minor 
league baseball club, including Joey 
Bialek, ’94, Matt Jackson, ’01, Brian 
Babik, ’05, and Matt Hoffmaster, ’07.
Karen Lepiane Brown, ’73, was 
named National Middle School 
Association Distinguished Educator for 
2008-09. Hundreds of educators from 
across the country were nominated, but 
Brown was only one of two awardees. 
Brown is principal of Boyce Middle 

School in the Upper St. Clair School 
District in suburban Pittsburgh.
Al Stramiello, ’73, professor of teacher 
education at Tift College of Education, 
Mercer University, co-wrote a book enti-
tled, “Sometimes I Did All I Could Do – 
Authentic Remembrances of Teaching.” 
Margaret Gray Rhodes, ’74, retired in 
2004 after 30 years of teaching elemen-
tary education in the Karns City School 
District in suburban Pittsburgh. She and 
husband, Dusty, have been married for 
30 years and have a stepdaughter and 
four grandchildren. They spend the win-
ters in Seaside on the Florida panhandle 
near Destin.
Cindy Riggins, ’77, was appointed 
director of Gateway Rehabilitation 
Center’s new all-female inpatient and 
work-release community-based correc-
tions program called Gateway Sheffield, 
located in Aliquippa. Prior to this posi-
tion, Riggins was program director for 
Gateway Braddock, an all male work-
release corrections program.
Steve Allison, ’78, was inducted into 
the Greensboro College’s Athletics Hall 
of Fame Class of 2009. Largely credited 
with galvanizing Greensboro College’s 
reputation as a regional and national 
power in men’s soccer through much of 
the 1990’s, Allison led The Pride to three 
DIAC championships and four runner up 
finishes, earning NSCAA national rank-
ings in six of his seven seasons at the 
helm. His winning percentage of .732 
(87-29-9) ranks second all-time and his 
teams earned five NCAA tournament 
appearances, advancing to the “Elite 
Eight” in 1996. Allison is currently the 
director of coaching for the Austin (TX) 
United Capital Soccer Club and resides in 
Austin with his wife, Mary Culkin Allison 
and two sons, Shea and Cooper.
Mike Schreiner, ’78, ’79 (M), and 
Mary Nestich Schreiner, ’78, ’79 (M), 
attended the graduation of their son Eric 
Schreiner, ’09, in May. He is working 
at Yosemite National Park in California. 
Their other son, Jim Schreiner, ’08, 
works in Chicago with a community 
outreach group. The family recently 
enjoyed visits with Judy Gallagher 
McMahon, ’78, and Geri Dinger, wife of 
former SRU faculty member, Jack Dinger. 
Mike Schreiner is a co-op teacher at 
Intermediate Unit 13 for special educa-
tion majors from area colleges, and Mary 
Nestich Schreiner is a faculty member at 
Alvernia University.
Sue Baker Cohick, ’79, is the admin-
istrator of Dauphin County Children and 
Youth in Carlisle. The county government 
department is charged with running 
programs to protect children from abuse 
and neglect. Baker Cohick earned a mas-
ter’s degree in social work degree from 
Temple University.

1980s
Charles Tursky, ’80, wrestling coach 
at Kiski Area High School, won his 400th 
victory as a coach. The victory ranks him 
second in the Western Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic League his-
tory. Following the 2002-03 season, 
Tursky was named the Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
Coach of the Year and was inducted into 
the WPIAL Southwest Region and PIAA 
halls of fame.
Shawn inlow, ’83, is spearheading a 
fundraising project to upgrade a park in 
his Osceola Mills community and starting 
a youth soccer program. Inlow hopes to 
establish benches, pavilions, athletic 
fields, a pool and a walking track.
Cheryl Brown, ’84, has been named to 
the Capitol Theatre Center Foundation’s 
board of trustees. The foundation is based 
in Chambersburg and is the primary fund-
raising arm for the cultural arts center.
Gary Hoffman, ’84, is regional opera-
tions manager at McKesson Automation 
in Cranberry Township. Hoffman received 
a master’s degree in organizational lead-
ership in 2000 from Geneva College.
David Cubbison, ’85, was featured in 
the Altoona Mirror recently for his work as 
director of the Bedford County Emergency 
Services in its local news section.
Terry DeCarbo, ’85 (M), principal of 
Independent Hill School and PACE East 
School has been selected as the Prince 
William County winner of The Washington 
Post Distinguished Educational Leadership 
Award and as Prince William County 
Principal of the Year.
Kimberly McCormick, 
’87, is a music teacher 
and reading specialist 
at the New Wilmington 
Elementary School and 
a published author. 
“Hey, Girlfriend,” from 
Meriwether Publishing 
Ltd., offers a collection of monologues 
for teenage girls. Similar to her first 
book, “The Way I See It,” McCormick 
uses her teenage daughter as inspiration 
to provide a variety of topics from every-
day life that teenage girls encounter. For 
more information about these books, go 
to http://www.meriwether.com.
Yvette Rose, ’89, received a master’s 
of education degree in special educa-
tion in 2005 from Lesley University in 
Cambridge, Ma. She also teaches thera-
peutic horseback riding on a part time 
basis in New England.
Kim Wilson, ’89, posted her 400th 
career win as Rowan University’s head 
softball coach. Prior to joining Rowan, 
Wilson was the head softball coach 
at Washington and Jefferson College, 
where she compiled a 64-57 record. The 

Washington and Jefferson team fin-
ished the 1996 season as Pennsylvania 
Athletic Conference champions with a 
26-5 record. 

1990s
Heidi Campbell Shoaf, ’90, is the 
executive director of the Historical 
Society of Frederick County, Maryland, 
and will guide all aspects of the society’s 
operations, including the Museum of 
Frederick County History, the Frederick 
County Archives and Research Center 
and the Roger Brooke Taney House.
John Meister, ’91, is a licensed 
professional counselor by the State of 
Colorado. He received his master’s of sci-
ence degree in vocational rehabilitative 
counseling from the University of North 
Texas in 2006. Meister coordinates dis-
ability services for students and consults 
the Global Campus at Colorado State 
University-Pueblo.
Matthew Driscoll, ’92, has been hired 
as the men’s basketball coach at the 
University of North Florida. Prior to this 
appointment, Driscoll helped lead the 
Baylor University men’s basketball team 
to a spot in the NIT finals, as Baylor’s 
assistant coach.
Christina L. Moyer, ’93, is director 
of career services at Lehigh Carbon 
Community College in Schencksville, 
where she oversees on- and off-campus 
job placements as well as all internship 
programs, job fairs and campus job 
recruitment.
Kathy Cameron, ’97, won first prize in 
the Arts Division of the Hayes Graduate 
Research Forum at The Ohio State 
University for her presentation titled, 
“The Effects of Vibrato Production 
Techniques and Use on Musical 
Collaborations Among Woodwinds.” 
Cameron is a candidate for the DMA 
in flute performance and plays piccolo 
in the top Wind Symphony at The Ohio 
State University.
George Balch, ’98, has been promoted 
to director of insurance at CentiMark. 
Balch previously held the position of 
corporate safety director for the past ten 
years. He and his wife, Shannon, reside 
in Canonsburg, with their two children, 
Olivia and Tommy.
Val Kolesnikov, ’98, received his doc-
tor of philosophy degree in computer 
science from Kansas State University in 
2008. Kolesnikov is an assistant profes-
sor and program director in computer 
science at Baker University in Baldwin 
City, Kansas.
Andrew M. Seder, 98, is a staff writer 
at The Times Leader newspaper in 
Wilkes-Barre and received a Keystone 
Press Award in 2007 for excellence in 
investigative journalism.

UPCOMiNG ALUMNi EVENTS

■   Friday, Oct. 2
• 5 p.m.  Distinguished Alumni Awards 

Cocktail Hour, Russell 
Wright Alumni House and 
Conference Center

•  6 p.m.  Distinguished Alumni 
Awards Banquet, Russell 
Wright Alumni House and 
Conference Center; join us as 
we welcome five new honor-
ees to the 2009 Distinguished 
Alumni Awards. 

•  6 p.m.  Student Government 
Association Reunion Dinner, 
Oakview Golf Course, 
Slippery Rock; all former 
student representatives 
and officers of the Student 
Government Association are 
invited to attend 
 
 
 

■   Saturday, Oct. 3
• 10 a.m.  Homecoming Parade, 

downtown Slippery Rock 
• 11:30 p.m.  Annual Pre-Game Alumni 

Tailgate Tent across from  
N. Kerr Thompson Stadium. 
Food, refreshments and tent spon-
sored by Liberty Mutual Insurance 
and beer provided by North 
Country Brewing Company 

• 2 p.m.  SRU vs. Mercyhurst College, 
N. Kerr Thompson Stadium

 • 6 p.m.  Student Government Post 
Game Reunion Reception, 
Russell Wright Alumni House 
and Conference Center

■   Sunday, Oct. 4
 • 12 p.m.  Murder Mystery Theater, 

Russell Wright Alumni House 
and Conference Center; join 
the fun and try to guess who 
the murderer was in this 
interactive event.

For more information and 
updates about homecoming, 
please go to  http://rockalumni-
cafe.com/HC09.
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SRU AlUmni 
ASSOciAtiOn  
bOARd membeRS: 

UnIvERSITy AdVAnCEMEnT 

Executive Committee
•  Bonnie McElhaney Lukasic, ’63,  

President
•  Richard Manning, ’75,  

Immediate Past President
•  Patrick Mooney, ’61, President-elect
•  Kimberly Hudak Jones, ’96, Treasurer
•  Christin Cunningham Miller, ’96, 

Secretary

Expires 2010
Lisa McCullough Holmes, ’88
Kenneth Hanby, ’63
Daniel Parr, ’75
Marcie Popek, ’96
Bruno Raso, ’61

Expires 2011
Don Huddart, ’87
Chris Hunter, ’94
Thomas Perry, ’02
Linda Gordon Williamson, ’73
Lynette Crago Beattie, ’03

Expires 2012
Nishitha Joyappa, ’05
Lorraine Troiano Barron, ’57
Sue Whelpley Greaves, ’80
Walt Patterson, ’91
David Haddad, ’88
Past Presidents’ Representative
Ben Addison, ’87

Honorary Board Member
Sam Zyroll, ’78

Ex-Officio
Robert Smith, President
Michael Saraka, ’89 (M), Alumni Director

Andrew Bolla, Student Ambassador 
Representative

Grateful graduate: The Combine family, Gloria (left), 
Angela and Mark, Slippery Rock University director of 
purchasing, celebrate Angela receiving her doctorate in 
pharmacy. The Combines, grateful for Angela’s SRU 
pre-pharmacy education, established a scholarship at 
SRU to benefit other pre-pharmacy students. 

When Mark Combine, Slippery Rock 
University director of purchasing, and his 
daughter Angela Combine learned about the 
Campus Family Campaign giving program 
for SRU employees, they recalled how grate-
ful they were for Angela’s SRU education 
and quickly established a family scholarship 
to help other students. Angela went through 
SRU’s pre-pharmacy program, moved on 
to receive her doctorate and is currently a 
Giant Eagle pharmacy manager.

ROCK FILE

Carol Lee (Anderson) Woodward, ’61

Home:  Treasure Lake, DuBois; married to Dick “Woody” Woodward.

Profession:  Retired 4th-grade teacher and more recently a church secretary.

Hobbies:  Collector of Elvis Presley memorabilia. In 1995, we visited 
Graceland in Memphis, Tenn., and I was hooked. I could just feel 
the presence of Elvis as I entered the front door. We’ve been back 
four times. No matter where we go on our travels, we make a stop 
in Memphis because it’s “on the way.” In November we are going 
on our second “All Elvis Cruise” out of Tampa. Fla.  Elvis’ back-up 
singers and instrumentalists will be there with Elvis projected on 
the background. I belong to the We Remember Elvis Fan Club in 
Pittsburgh and I have an “All Elvis” room.

Great  Dick and I managed two successful, three-year building campaigns 
accomplishment:  for our church. That’s why I made my Elvis Jumpsuit  – to give 

monthly campaign progress reports to the congregation. We had a 
very understanding pastor. I drive a beautiful ‘99 5-speed Mustang 
red convertible. I met Woody on a blind date, and we have been 
married for 48 years.

Why I Give:  We provide a $5,000 Woodward Scholarship, distributed over four 
years. Amy Bersett, SRU assistant director of development, came to 
DuBois and took us to lunch to discuss providing a scholarship to 
help make a difference in the lives of Slippery Rock students. We 
have met two of our three scholarship recipients and have found 
them to be hard workers and deserving of our help.

UnIvERSITy AdVAnCEMEnT 

Campus Family Campaign exceeds goals, 
gears up for ’09-10 program

“Her experience at SRU was very 
positive and was a springboard to her 
ability to excel at Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in the pharmacy 
program,” Mark Combine said. “We owe 
a special thanks to SRU.”

Combine and 312 SRU colleagues 
used payroll deductions to participate in 
the inaugural campaign, which exceeded 
expectations and set the bar higher for the 
2009-10 campaign that kicks off Sept. 
1. The campaign raised $132,000 – a 27 
percent increase over the previous year, 
said Tracy Allison, Annual Fund manager.

“We were particularly excited to see the 
number of employees opting to take advan-
tage of the payroll deduction option,” 
Allison said. “The campaign had a goal of 
175 payroll deductions and ended with 
313 participating through payroll deduc-
tion.” Forty nine percent of faculty and 
staff participated.

Contributions make college more afford-
able for deserving students. The Combine 
Family Scholarship provides a $500 annual 
scholarship to a pre-pharmacy student. It 
is funded through a payroll deduction of 

$20 per pay period, which Mark Combine 
pointed out is “less than some people 
spend on coffee per week.”

“I hope our scholarship provides a spark 
to others who may be thinking of doing 
the same thing,” he said. “The payroll 
deduction is such a painless way of giving 
because you are not writing a check or 
seeing it on a credit card statement.”

Allison said 11 campus units reached 
100 percent participation in the cam-
paign, becoming eligible for incentive 
funds. Prizes were offered as well. I.T. 
Meztli, assistant professor of English, 
won the top prize – a flat-screen, digi-
tal television. Six others received Giant 
Eagle gift certificates. For more informa-
tion about the program, call Allison at 
724.738.2182.

THANK YOU: Slippery Rock University Student Phonathon Ambassadors express their gratitude to alumni and 
friends for contributing to the 2008-09 campaign. The Phonathon, led by Tracy Allison, manager of the Annual Fund, 
27 student callers, four student supervisors and a graduate assistant, has raised $264,025 for the fiscal year to date.  
The private dollars, from nearly 4,000 donors, support student scholarships, student research presentation, attendance 
at academic conferences, academic program enhancements, study abroad programs and more. The next campaign will 
begin in September. (Photo by Jacob Sheaffer, a ’09 sport management graduate and Phonathon ambassador.)t
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ROCK AThLETIcS

In his 25 years as Slippery Rock University 
head baseball coach Jeff Messer has been a part 
of some very good teams. Messer, who added 
two more gems to his already impressive collec-
tion of honors and accomplishments during the 
2009 season, said he is proud of the program’s 
success and appreciates the support of alumni 
and the University.

“Slippery Rock was a great place when my 
family arrived 25 years ago, but it has been like 
Camelot the last seven years,” he said. “Great 
changes are happening on campus and with the 
support of the alumni and friends, SRU will con-
tinue to grow. It makes my day when I hear back 
from alumni on where and what’s happening 
with their lives.” 

Only the fourth man to serve as head baseball 
coach at SRU, Messer recorded his 750th career 
victory this spring when The Rock defeated 
Mercyhurst College, 13-9, at Jack Critchfield 
Park. Two weeks later, Messer was inducted into 
the Butler (Pa.) Area Sports Hall of Fame. Messer 
owns a 760-431-4 career win-loss record. He 
leads all active Pennsylvania collegiate head 
coaches in career wins and ranks second on 
the commonwealth’s all-time wins list. Former 
Temple University coach James Wilson is the 
leader with 1,034 victories in 46 seasons.

Rock alumnus Roberta page 
joins ncAA championships 
staff

Roberta Page, a 1988 
graduate of Slippery Rock 
University, has been named 
a director of championships 
by the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association. 

Page, who had served 
as director of athletics at Shippensburg since 
June 2003, will oversee championships in all 
NCAA divisions in track and field, swimming 
and diving, gymnastics and tennis. She also will 
serve as the primary liaison to the Division II 
Championships Committee. 

A native of Greensburg, Page played basketball 
and softball at SRU. She majored in physical edu-
cation with a minor in sports management. 

Matt Driscoll hired as head 
coach at north Florida

Matt Driscoll, 
a 1992 graduate of 
Slippery Rock University, 
has been named the 
head men’s basketball 
coach at the University 
of North Florida. 

Prior to becoming 
UNF’s head coach, 
Driscoll served as an 
assistant coach and 

helped lead Baylor University to a runner-up finish 
behind Penn State in this year’s National Invitation 
Tournament (NIT) at Madison Square Garden.

Messer strikes winning 
tradition, earns spot in 
Butler Hall of Fame

Messer said the most significant change 
since he arrived was the completion of Jack 
Critchfield Park in 2002. The ballpark was made 
possible by a generous gift from Jack Critchfield, 
’55, and his wife Mary. Jack Critchfield pitched 
for The Rock in the 1950s.

“The baseball program at SRU over the last 
25 years has continued to grow into one of the 
premier baseball programs nationally,” Messer 
said. “Each year the SRU baseball program is 
competing for PSAC, regional and national post-
season play.” 

Messer began the 2009 season ranked 12th 
among active NCAA Division II head coaches, 
20th on the all-time D-II wins list, 22nd in win-
ning percentage among active D-II coaches and 
47th in all-time winning percentage. In January 
2008, Messer was selected by his peers to 
serve a three-year term as the American 
Baseball Coaches Association’s Division II 
national chair. 

With so much success, his decision to remain 
at SRU has been questioned, Messer said. 

“There have been numerous opportunities 
over the years to move on, but after looking at 
all factors, it was difficult to leave,” he said. 
“With the new baseball stadium and university 
development, SRU is a great place to coach 
and live.”

Messer said he has many fond memories. 
They include qualifying for the Division II World 
Series, winning regional championships, the 
opportunity to coach both his sons at SRU, the 
gift from Critchfield and a team trip to Europe.

“The hardest part of coaching for me is to 
shatter the dreams of so many high school ath-
letes,” he said. “SRU attracts thousands of 
potential student-athletes each year but must 
make the difficult decision on who I feel can con-
tribute to the Rock baseball team. It is extremely 
difficult telling players that they cannot play 
baseball at this level or particularly at SRU.”

Messer said SRU baseball alumni are the 
heart and soul of the program and continue to 
help build it. Former players have recommended 
several current players who have had a big 
impact on the program. A prime example is 2009 
Division II Player of the Year Matt Adams, a 
health and safety major from Philipsburg who 
plays catcher and first base. Former player Doug 
Sankey, ’97, currently the Philipsburg-Oscelo 
baseball coach, recommended him.

“Without the support of the baseball 
alumni it would be difficult remaining as one 
of the premier baseball programs nationally,” 
Messer said.

For many hard-working students, paying for college has become an even 
greater challenge in the current economy. To help offset these tough financial 
circumstances, the Slippery Rock University Foundation Inc. has established 
the Scholarship Challenge, a need-based matching fund program. 

“The economic climate – sometimes resulting in job losses and tighter bud-
gets for the families of our students – prompted us to accelerate our attention 
on scholarship support in order to fill projected gaps for many of our stu-
dents,” said Barbara Ender, vice president of University Advancement. 

The program challenges alumni and friends of SRU to donate a minimum 
of $2,500, which the foundation will match. Since its inception this spring, 
$60,000 has been raised to award scholarships for SRU freshmen, sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors based on federal income guidelines established by 
the Free Application for Federal Aid (FAFSA) and academic performance.

Students will receive $1,250 a year. Scholarships will be renewable based 
on achieving normal academic success, income eligibility and continued 
funding availability. 

Ender said many SRU students face financial hurdles – 93 percent of 
incoming freshmen applied for need-based financial aid for 2008-09. On 
average, 48 percent of SRU students are the first in their families to attend 
college, and nearly 85 percent report that SRU is their first college choice.

The need has become even greater during the economic downturn. “We do 
know that some students arrange their schedules to allow them to work part 
time in order to cover the difference,” she said.

Investments in higher education not only help students, they may be the 
best strategy for growing the local and state economy over the long term, 
Ender said. A college education is considered a major key to achieving eco-
nomic success.

“A college education is so important, not only as it affects the future for 
the student, but it also has an impact on the overall economic vitality of the 
region,” she said. “We want to be sure that as many students as possible who 
have the desire to go to college are given an affordable opportunity. That, in 
the long run, will come back and reflect positively for the region.”

SRU has also established a Rock Opportunity Scholarship to provide 
need-based assistance, which is running in tandem with the Scholarship 
Challenge program. 

SRU recently sent notices to 3,000 students who met financial criteria for 
the new scholarships and more than 1,900 applied, said Patty Hladio, direc-
tor of financial aid. Six hundred students applied within the first five hours 
and 900 by the second day. Students are facing many hardships, including 
their parents losing jobs and loss of financial support from grandparents and 
other extended family members, she said.

“If through the SRU Foundation, in combination with the Rock 
Opportunity Scholarship program, we can make a difference and keep more 
students in college who otherwise might have had to interrupt their college 
education, then the Scholarship Challenge program will have been success-
ful,” Ender said.

To step up to the Challenge and help keep a future Rock alumni in school, 
call the Office of Advancement at 724.738.2004.

“ A college education is so 
important, not only as 
it affects the future for 
the student, but it also 
has an impact on the 
overall economic vitality 
of the region.”

– Barbara Ender
vice president  

of University Advancement

Foundation responds to tough 
economic times, establishes 

Challenge
Scholarship 
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The NKT Fall Classic golf outing benefit-
ing student scholarships will be staged at 
noon Sept. 25 at the Grove City Country 
Club, 73 Country Club Road. The cost 
is $140 per person, or $560 for a four-
some. Liberty Mutual and RBC Wealth 
Management are the sponsors.  
To register, call the alumni association  
at 724.738.2018.
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“Coach Reynolds did a lot for me personally and did a lot to help us as a team,” said 
Stephens. “He always pushed the team atmosphere over the individual, and that really 
helped bring us together and made us better as a unit.” 

Reynolds’ oversight in turning the program around did not go unnoticed among his peers. 
He was named PSAC-West Coach of the Year after a vote by the league’s head coaches. 

“I remember when we came out to play our first game, there were 100 people in the 
stands,” he said. “I told the guys that winning would bring the crowds out. As we won more 
games, including the last eight in the regular season, you could see the crowd. They were 
good basketball crowds.”

Reynolds has jumped into offseason recruiting and preparing for next year. Reynolds 
said the team would honor former standout players throughout the year at home games.  
He hopes to retire the jerseys of SRU’s former All-Americans. 

Jade Burka, a power forward from Butler who is returning for the 2009-10 season, said 
the team’s success has produced a buzz on campus.

“Oh yeah, definitely, there is a lot more excitement, especially compared to the year 
before,” the communication major from Butler said. “Everyone wants to be around us. They 
come up and ask whether we’re going to win. When we play and everyone’s cheering, it 
gives you a big adrenaline boost.”

Burka said he’s optimistic about the upcoming year. His off-season training includes 
daily workouts and weightlifting and pickup games “wherever we can play.”

continued on page 38

ROCK AThLETIcS

lots of talking heads bemoan college basketball these days. No Cinderellas, they complain. 
Not enough excitement – too boring. None of the experts bothered to check out Slippery 
Rock University’s program, because basketball is back at The Rock.

The men’s team posted its best season in nearly 20 years spring semester, finishing 21-8 
under first-year coach Kevin Reynolds and qualifying for the PSAC tournament. Home game 
attendance soared. The Pep Band was resurrected to provide support, and the University 
organized “Green Out” fan events and a rally to see the team off to the tournament. The team 
is scheduled to begin next season with a Nov. 6 match up at Pennsylvania State University.

The Rock women’s basketball team improved to 11-16 and 6-8 in the conference, com-
pared to 7-20 and 1-11 the year before.

“At the beginning of the season, coach told us we needed to bring the energy level up, 
and we needed to put fans in the seats because the campus wasn’t used to the men’s 
team winning,” said guard Denell Stephens, a professional studies major from Brooklyn 
N.Y. “When people saw that we were winning, it got a lot better. We definitely brought an 
energy back to the Slippery Rock campus and livened it up.” 

The 21 wins were the most by a first-year head coach in SRU history and marked a 200 
percent improvement from the previous year, when the men’s team finished 7-20. The Rock, 
which hadn’t had a 20-win season since 1991, earned the right to host a first-round playoff 
game in the tournament and defeated Indiana University of Pennsylvania to advance to its 
first PSAC Final Four since the 1999-2000 season. 

ROCK AThLETIcS
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‘fast break’ lane
new coach, team

treat fans to life in the
Denell Stephens

Rock basketball head coach Kevin Reynolds. Jamar Scales Kyle Camper

38   The ROCK   Spring 2009



40      The ROCK      Spring 2009       www.SRU.edu      41 

Thomas Stewart has been teaching in the communication department since 1985. He graduated from SRU in 
1980 with a degree in communication arts and theatre. He received his master’s degree in communication arts and 
doctorate in communication studies from the University of Iowa. At SRU, Stewart teaches a variety of multimedia 
design and production courses.

A COnVERSATIOn WITh …

Q: What are the emerging trends in 
communication studies?

A: There are always emerging trends in 
the technology used by communicators 
and the media available to communica-
tion audiences. The emergence of com-
puter, Internet and cellular technologies 
has posed new challenges to the study of 
effective human communication. As new 
technologies develop and are adopted, the 
communication situation evolves.

Q: How does SRU stand out from 
other institutions in communication 
education?

A: SRU stands out first and foremost 
in its personalized and caring attitude 
toward students, but this is not unique 
to our department. It is an institution-
wide characteristic. Our department has 
been part of that caring community, and 
we nurture and support our students 
throughout their time with us. We help 
students discover their interests, and 
cultivate their learning, personalizing it 
to their situation and future plans. With 
our variety of academic degree plans, 
students can build a program uniquely 
suited to them. We also strive to have the 
communication technology that will help 
them succeed beyond the University, and 
unlike many venues, most all equipment 
is available to students.

Q: Where do communication graduates 
find jobs?

A: We have students working in govern-
ment as well as corporate settings, and in 
media, the entertainment industry, health 
care, manufacturing, public relations, 
advertising and the list goes on. What we 
are learning is that jobs are most often 
acquired by networking, so students need 
to be encouraged to move beyond their 
comfort zones to meet as many practic-
ing professionals as possible. With those 

contacts and a good portfolio of projects, 
students seem to be finding jobs even in 
these difficult days.

Q: What do you think about the 
huge explosion of online and portable 
communication? 

A: In many ways these portable devices 
are changing the way we communicate, 
but in many other ways, much remains 
the same. We now have access to informa-
tion and contacts from nearly anywhere, 
at nearly anytime. The same Internet that 
we have from our homes is available to 
our cell phones from most remote loca-
tions. However, the information remains 
much as it has for nearly a century, and 
our interpretation and implementation 
of that information still remains much 
the same. We are immersed in a sea of 
information that we must choose from as 
we create our own representation of the 
world – our personal mindset.

Q: Can you provide any tips for 
discerning what is credible on the 
Internet? 

A: Check the source of the information 
to determine the credibility of that source. 
If the information sounds suspicious, 
it probably is. And, if in doubt, verify. 
Check for alternate sources to see if there 
is consistency in what you are finding.

Q: What are ramifications of the 
demise of print journalism?

A: The “demise” of print journalism 
is a bit overstated. It is really not the 
demise as much as a change of state. 
Print journalism in its traditional form 
is quite costly and has seen some decline 
in the percentage of audience being 
reached. However, with that recognition, 
traditional print journalism has begun 
to change. Newspapers are moving to 
electronic distribution, and with that 

A Conversation with…  
   thomas Stewart

Q&A 
media melding, or the combining of 
traditional media, has begun. This will 
have both short and long-term effects on 
the journalism and advertising industries, 
but I am confident that both will survive, 
though perhaps looking much different 
than they are now.

Q: Americans regard freedom of speech 
as a sacred right. Is censorship ever 
appropriate? 

A: I believe that at times content must 
be controlled to protect children, public 
safety, and of course to protect national 
security, but generally I favor the encour-
agement of open, responsible speech. A 
democracy is founded on the principle of 
open discourse.

ROCK AThLETIcS

Along with the team’s outstanding accomplish-
ments this past season came a bevy of individual 
honors. The Rock had five players finish the season 
averaging more than 10 points per game, which 
marked the first time in school history that  
had happened. 

Stephens and Maron Brown, sophomore professional 
studies major from Salisbury, Md., set a record for the most 
double-doubles in a season by two teammates, with Stephens 
finishing with 15 and Brown 13.

Kyle Camper, a park and resource management graduate  
student from Salisbury, Md., topped all divisions of the NCAA  
in assists, breaking the SRU and PSAC records for single-season 
helpers with 305.

Stephens finished the season averaging 20.0 points per 
game and 9.6 rebounds per game. He was named the PSAC-
West Player of the Year to go along with All-PSAC first team 
honors. Stephens was also named to first team All-Atlantic 
Region honors.

Coaches must replace Stephens and Camper, undoubt-
edly two of the team’s leaders on the court, as well as Erroll 
Robinson, a business management major from, Centreville, Va., 
and career 1,000-point scorer Jamar Scales, a community coun-
seling graduate student from Olmsted Falls, Ohio. Robinson and 
Scales expect to graduate in December.

“We’re losing some big pieces, but we’ll be fine,”  
Burka said.

“ When people saw that we were winning, 
it got a lot better. We definitely brought an energy 
back to the Slippery Rock campus and  
livened it up.” 
       – Denell Stephens

‘fast break’ lane, continued from page 37
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Ronald Hunt, ’73, ’75
Senior vice president of commercial banking, National City 
Bank, Pittsburgh

DAY JOB: I have the privilege of collaborating with some of the bright-
est minds in corporate America. over the years, I have facilitated 
hundreds of millions of dollars to address the capital needs of small 
businesses and middle-market companies throughout the Midwest.

MOONLiGHTiNG:  I serve on various community boards and most 
notably I am vice chair of the board of directors for The highmark 
caring Foundation. 

iNFLUENCE OF SRU: I received my bachelor’s degree in health and 
physical education and a master’s degree in education and admin-
istration from SRU. I was defensive captain and played defensive 
back on the ’72 championship football team and later coached at 
the University and served as an associate director of admissions. 
After leaving SRU, I earned my MbA. corporate America taught me 
that many principles of teaching and coaching apply directly to the 
business world. Whether you are motivating athletes to excel or 
improving the efficiencies of cash flow for a company…you need to 
believe in yourself and your message. I also helped create the SRU 
African American Scholarship Fund and launched the Ronald J. hunt 
Scholarship Fund. both scholarships give preference to African-
American students. SRU shaped who I am today, and I am honored to 
support my alma mater with service, leadership and financial support.
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Regional Learning Alliance  
hits million-hour training mark
The Regional Learning Alliance learning and conference facility 20 miles north of 

Pittsburgh, conceived and developed by Slippery Rock University five years ago, cel-
ebrated a milestone this spring  – providing one-million hours of training to more than 
500 businesses.

“One million hours of training, of improving peoples lives and building a more com-
petitive workforce for southwestern Pennsylvania: The RLA is a resource that could not 
be more important, especially in the current economy,” said Robert Smith, SRU presi-
dent, who offered remarks at a reception marking the occasion. 

The RLA also provides academic classes for thousands of college students. SRU and 
13 other institutions offer programs.

“One of the keys to the success of southwestern Pennsylvania is providing corporate 
workforce training. The RLA provides the kind of activities that are going to keep local 
companies competitive regionally, nationally and internationally,” said Bruce Russell, dean 
of the SRU College of Business, Information and Social Sciences. “We feel we are fulfilling 
the mission of providing a premier workforce development and conference facility while at 
the same time being the largest collaborative education facility in the U.S.”  

 

SnAPSHOTS

Boo! 
Ghosts haunt Miller Auditorium

A paranormal group recently confirmed what many students and alumni have long suspected –  
Miller Auditorium is haunted. The good news is…the ghosts are friendly.

Baelfire Paranormal Investigation from Titusville, Pa., spent the night inside Miller this spring  
searching for the ghost of Emma Guffey Miller, the late University trustee who died in 1970 and  
has reportedly been sighted by faculty members and students.

Investigators set up infrared cameras and digital voice recording equipment and recorded four distinct 
voices – a woman believed to be Miller, a little girl and two men, said John Lewis, Baelfire owner. 

Baelfire gave SRU a certificate of haunting, which is just fine with David Skeele, an SRU professor of 
theatre who said he has sensed Emma’s presence several times. “This is the best possible outcome for us  
and what everyone wanted to hear,” he said.

Students have reported strange goings on for years, he said. They have heard footsteps, seen a presence out of  
the corner of their eye and noticed disappearing and reappearing costumes in a back room called “Emma’s Closet.”  
The closet holds many of Miller’s clothes that she donated to the theatre. 

Baelfire was unable to identify the three other apparitions they documented during their investigation, but they hope  
to return to SRU to do more studies. 
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Ronald Hunt, ’73, ’75
Senior vice president of commercial banking,  
National City Bank, Pittsburgh.
DAY JOB: I have the privilege of collaborating with some of the 
brightest minds in corporate America. over the years, I have 
facilitated hundreds of millions of dollars to address the capital 
needs of small businesses and middle-market companies 
throughout the Midwest.

MOONLiGHTiNG:  I serve on various community boards and most 
notably I am vice chair of the board of directors for The highmark 
caring Foundation. 

iNFLUENCE OF SRU: I received my bachelor’s degree in health 
and physical education and a master’s degree in education and 
administration from SRU. I was defensive captain and played 
defensive back on the ’72 championship football team and later 
coached at the University and served as an associate director 
of admissions. After leaving SRU, I earned my MbA. corporate 
America taught me that many principles of teaching and coaching 
apply directly to the business world. Whether you are motivating 
athletes to excel or improving the efficiencies of cash flow for a 
company…you need to believe in yourself and your message. I 
also helped create the SRU African American Scholarship Fund 
and launched the Ronald J. hunt Scholarship Fund. both scholar-
ships give preference to African-American students. SRU shaped 
who I am today, and I am honored to support my alma mater with 
service, leadership and financial support.
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