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Dear friends,

It’s a great time to be part of the Slippery Rock University family – especially this 
time of year. With the opening of fall semester, and all that entails, one could feel a 
real sense of excitement and expectation in the air. 

Our incoming freshman class is the largest in the University’s history – and one 
of the most academically talented. The average SAT score has increased 85 points 
since 2000; 40 percent of our new students come from the top 25 percent of their 
graduating class, and 12 percent from the top 10 percent. That’s heady stuff and one 
of the reasons the University continues to be named one of the “Best Northeastern 
Colleges,” by The Princeton Review.

New construction and renovation is apparent across campus. We opened the 
final two buildings in our $141 million, six-building residence hall project and are 
now preparing the site for the new Student Union where Dodds, Bard and Harner 
once stood. Vincent and Boozel are receiving major renovations. You can read 
about the repurposing of Patterson from a residence hall to an academic center in 
this issue.

These facility enhancements are essential if SRU is to continue to be competitive 
in attracting the best and the brightest students.

Equally important is our ability to provide scholarships to these students –  
scholarships that are often the difference between a student choosing SRU or not.

The University is fortunate to have alumni and friends who have stepped forward 
to help us meet this challenge; especially people like James and Donna Winner.

The Winners aren’t graduates of SRU, but Donna’s mother Sadie Evelyn Lindey 
graduated from Slippery Rock State Normal School in 1927. Both credit their par-
ents with instilling in them a love for education, and both believe in the mission and 
values of SRU. The Winners recently demonstrated their support by contributing 
a $1 million gift to create the Winner Foundation Scholarship Endowment.  Their 
gift, the largest single one-time gift in University history, will enable thousands of 
young people to attend Slippery Rock University.

I am grateful to the Winners, and to all our donors, for their generosity. I hope 
you enjoy reading the Winner’s story in this issue. They are incredible role models  
for us all.

       Cordially,

President
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About the cover
James and Donna Winner on the grounds of Tara –  
a Country Inn, their renowned western Pennsylvania inn 
and restaurant. The all-around winners believe in giving 
back and recently made a historic contribution to Slippery 
Rock University (page 8).
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of the Pennsylvania State System  
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 This edition of The ROCK puts the spot-
light on winners – in business, life and 
philanthropy. 

Our cover story features James and Donna 
Winner, a successful “power couple” who 
throughout their lives have demonstrated that 
the best treasure is found in helping others. The 
Winners recently extended their ‘winner’s circle 
of friends’ to include Slippery Rock University. 
Their $1 million gift to SRU will enable thou-
sands of young people to attend the University 
and keep the circle growing.

Getting those students ready for college 
means making sure their K-12 education is first 
rate. SRU continues to set the standard in that 
arena as well, with nearly 100 graduates who 
have gone on to become school superinten-
dents across the country.

And finally, we take a look at that venerable 
activity made famous in the movie American 
Pie  – one summer at band camp. 

As always, I look forward to hearing from you.

Cordially,

Gordon Ovenshine, ’88
Editor, The Rock

gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu

P.S. Did you meet your spouse while attending 
SRU? If so, and you are willing to share your 
story in the next magazine, I’d love to hear from 
you. Please contact me at the e-mail above or 
give me a call at 724.738.4854

22
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PASSHE appoints new chancellor 
John Cavanaugh, the new chancellor of the Pennsylvania State System of 

Higher Education, which includes SRU and 13 other institutions, visited SRU 
Aug. 28 to share his vision for the state system and to get a first-hand look at  
the University.

Cavanaugh, who was selected by the Board of Governors after a national search, 
previously was president of the University of West Florida in Pensacola. He also 
served as provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs at the 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington for three years. 

He began his academic career as an adjunct instructor 
of psychology at Indiana University at South Bend. His 
first permanent appointment was as an assistant professor 
in the department of psychology at Bowling Green State 
University in 1980.

Cavanaugh received a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from the University of Delaware in 1975. He also holds both 
a master’s degree and a Ph.D. in psychology from the 
University of Notre Dame, and served as a postdoc-
toral fellow at the University of Minnesota’s Center 
for Research in Human Learning and the Institute 
of Child Development. 

SRU has once again been named one 
of the best colleges and universities in 

the Northeast by The 
Princeton Review. The 
education services com-
pany developed its 2009 
rankings based on student 

responses to questions about professors, aca-
demic quality, campus food and social life.

Princeton Review praised SRU’s 
“breathtakingly beautiful” campus and 
“wonderful business school and notable 
programs in music and physical therapy.” 
Students lauded the library and athletic 
facilities, among other factors.

The Best in the Northeast category ranks 
the best public and private institutions in 
Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Vermont and Washington, D.C.

SRU names new police chief
Robert F. Downey, a lieutenant/ 

commander with Allegheny County (Pa.) 
Police, has been named director and chief 
of University Police at Slippery Rock 
University.

“I look forward to my role as chief at 
Slippery Rock University and will bring 
a fresh perspective to the ever-changing 
face of law enforcement by utilizing the 
leadership skills and knowledge gained 
during the course of 
my career,” Downey 
said. “I look forward 
to working with 
students, faculty and 
staff to keep SRU a 
safe campus.”

Downey earned 
a master’s degree 
in criminal justice 
from the University 
of Cincinnati and a 
bachelor of arts in 
criminal justice from 
La Roche College. 
He joined the county police in 1980 
and served as a uniformed patrol officer, 
detective, uniformed sergeant and detec-
tive sergeant, before being promoted to 
lieutenant/commander of the general 
investigations unit in 2002.

Safie Ekuo recently became the first student from Togo to graduate from SRU,  
testifying to the vibrancy of the international initiatives program. She earned dean’s  

list honors her senior year and finished with a 3.55 GPA. She received  
a degree in international business with a minor in human  

resources/communication. 
“I came in the semester where everything was about leader-

ship,” she said. “It was a brand new concept for me. Being a 
residence hall community assistant, Internations Club sec-
retary and also working in the modern language department 

were perfect in helping me develop my leadership skills. I also 
enjoyed the availability and accessibility of professors and staffs, 
from the dining hall to student accounts, secretaries in the 
various department and the health center, but above all, our 
beloved international office.” 
Ekuo’s future plans include visiting Las Vegas, Hawaii and  

Los Angeles before seeking employment in Pittsburgh. 

’08 alumna achieves graduation milestone

SRU earns ‘Best in the 
Northeast’ honors – again

Enrollment, academic quality increase
For the ninth consecutive year, Slippery Rock University recorded record enrollments 

while improving academic quality of the incoming class.
Fall enrollment came in at 8,458 undergraduate and graduate students, compared to 8,325 a 

year ago. “This represents a 1.6 percent enrollment increase,” said Amanda Yale, associate pro-
vost for enrollment services.

“We are pacing our enrollment growth to our ability to continue to offer quality educa-
tional programs and increase the value of a Slippery Rock University degree,” SRU presi-
dent Robert Smith said. “This means students choosing SRU as their first choice for where 
they want to earn their college degree need to apply earlier and be even better prepared if 
they are to gain admission.”

Yale said the average SAT score for entering freshman is up 85 points since 2000; and 
40 percent are from the top 25 percent of their high school class, up 4.7 percent.
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University builds bright future
Campus is under going one of the biggest con-

struction periods in history to accommodate enroll-
ment growth. Additions include the final two suite-style 
residence halls, eight intramural fields and a new home 
for exercise and rehabilitative sciences. Existing build-
ings are being renovated to create better learning, din-
ing and living environments. Many projects are going 
on simultaneously because they relate to each other. 
The work affects one end of campus to the other. 

Highlights include:
•  Completion of Buildings E and F, the final compo-

nents of the $141-million residence hall replace-
ment project. They went up near N. Kerr Thompson 
Football Stadium and on the demolished Founders 
Hall site. The work allows the design phase to begin 
on a $4.2-million renovation to Rhoads Hall, includ-
ing new air conditioning, roof, windows and an 
elevator.

•  A $14-million renovation of Vincent Science Hall, 
including an interior reconfiguration and redesign 
of the front. The mathematics and biology depart-
ments temporarily relocated to Patterson Hall, a 
former residence hall that has been converted to 
an academic building (see page 16).

•  A $7.5-million enlargement of Boozel Dining Hall, 
including front and rear additions. More food sta-
tions and expanded seating throughout will enable 
Boozel to become the primary dining hall on campus.

•  A $1-million art and sculpture studio near the presi-
dent’s house and Wally Rose Baseball Stadium. 
The 4,500-square foot facility will include work-
benches, a clay-modeling classroom, mounted 
saws and sanders, as well as a lecture hall, black-
smith forge and loading dock. Work began this fall.

•  A $900,000 renovation to McKay Education 
Building, built in 1929. Workers replaced the roof, 
cleaned and restored bricks.

•  A $600,000 expansion of The Russell Wright Alumni 
House and Conference Center, funded by alumni 
dues and donations. Additions include a grand con-
ference center, kitchen, new technology and two 
Alumni Association seals woven into the carpet.

•  A new pavilion between the Spotts World Culture 
and Eisenberg Classroom buildings, giving stu-
dents a place to congregate and stage concerts 
and impromptu dances. Student Government 
Association paid for the pavilion. 

•  A $685,000 pedestrian path along Harmony Road, 
extending from the tennis courts on Kiester Road 
to soccer fields near the football stadium. A grant 
from the state Department of Transportation is 
funding this project.

•  Eight intramural fields behind N. Kerr Thompson 
Stadium, for softball, flag football, lacrosse volley-
ball, rugby and soccer. Work will begin this year.

•  Installation of lights and new surfaces for the  
campus tennis courts
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Guide taps dance program  
as one of the top in the nation

The dance program has been named 
one of the top 200 programs in the coun-
try for creative students by “Creative 
Colleges: A Guide for Student Actors, 

Artists, Dancers, 
Musicians and 
Writers.” The 2008 
book, which helps 
college-bound stu-
dents pick a school, 
covers academics, 
auditions, portfolios 
and admission essays.

Other best-of 
schools cited in 

the dance category include Julliard, 
Marymount Manhattan, New York 
University and the University of 
California-Irvine, among others.

“What makes Slippery Rock University 
unique is the depth and variety of the pro-
gram, especially for the size of the institu-
tion,” author Elaina Loveland said. A new distance education Web site has 

been developed to help meet the needs of 
SRU students taking courses online. 

Part of a state-
wide initiative 
focusing on the 
promotion of 
high-quality 

distance education offerings, the site 
(www.sru.edu/de) creates a single access 
point for distance education students  

Claire Schmieler, ’76, school nurse, ’87,  
masters in counseling services
Home:  Harrisville, Pa.

Age:  65

Profession:  Retired assistant vice president for student affairs, SRU. 

Hobbies:  Perennial gardening, trail bike riding, boating on the Clarion River, 
sewing and related crafts, digital photography, travel, reading,  
garden parties and teas.

Great  Certainly, parenting my daughter Tammie and son, Rob with my 
accomplishment:  husband Bob, was the greatest personal accomplishment and bless-

ing of my life. 

Why I Give:  I give because it’s the right thing to do. A small scholarship I received 
when I was a student nurse made all the difference in my ability to go 
to school. When I retired in 2003, I wanted to give something back to 
The Rock for all the wonderful opportunities I had. I wanted to assure 
that professional development opportunities would be available for the 
next generation of professional women at SRU. With the help of many, 
including the SRU Office of Advancement, the Claire R. Schmieler 
Leadership Institute for Professional Women was created. The class of 
2008-2009 will be the fifth group of participants in the institute. I also 
contribute to The Performing Arts Series and women’s athletics.

SRU begins graduate program 
in criminal justice

A master of arts degree in criminal 
justice will be introduced fall 2009 to 
meet increased employment needs in 
corrections and other fields. The online 
program will be geared toward those 
working in the field. Applications for the 

New distance education Web site meets needs
to key resources such as course offerings, 
financial aid, and access to Blackboard, 
SRU’s online course management 
system.

SRU offers seven online programs as 
well as several courses. Distance education 
programs and courses provide a unique 
opportunity for non-traditional students 
to receive a quality education from SRU 
by offering course work outside of the  
traditional classroom.

University introduces  
Rock Pay

SRU this fall 
launched Rock 
Pay, another forward-
thinking payment system ben-
efiting students and parents. Rock Pay, 
(www.SRU.edu), enables students and 
parents to pay University bills online, 
including application fees, enrollment 
deposits and housing payments.

Rock Pay comes a year after the 
University introduced its new Rock Dollar$ 
ID card, the first in the nation to feature 
tap-and-go payment technology with a cell 
phone application. The system has been 
a hit: Heartland Payment Systems Inc., 
the company that developed it, received 
the 2008 Best in Payment Editor’s Choice 
Award from Card & Payment Magazine. 
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UnIVERSITy BOOKSHELF
New books by SRU faculty and alumni

Alumnus contributes  
to wellness field

David Morrow, ’93, 
exercise science, has 
written a wellness book, 
“Fat into the Fire – The 
Simple Missing Links to 
Maximize Metabolism, 
Energy and Yourself.” 
Morrow shows how to maximize metabo-
lism, achieve excellent health and lose fat. 
He also penned an accompanying work-
book, “Fat Into the Fire Journal.” Both 
paperbacks, published by AuthorHouse, 
are available at Amazon.com

Novel explores priest’s  
surprising discovery

John Frochio, ’85, 
natural sciences and 
math, published a novel, 
“Roots of a Priest,” 
co-written with Ken 
Bowers. He tells the 
story of a Catholic priest 
who discovers his Jewish heritage after 
learning he was adopted. Published by 
POD Publishing House, the novel is 
available at Booklocker.com, Amazon.
com, BarnesandNoble.com and  
Target.com

Special education 
graduate writes 
crime novel

Edward Flick, ’83, 
master’s degree in 
special education, has 
written “Sex Offense,” 
a crime novel about 
the horror of child rape. The tragedy is 
compounded by an ineffective justice 
system. Flick said he aims to heighten 
awareness of child sex crimes, provide 
insight into the criminal justice system 
and show how strong-willed people 
can make a difference. Flick is a retired 
parole officer. Sex Offense, published  
by Author House of Bloomington, is 
available at Amazon.com

Numbers

University

169,100,000
Dollar value of the SRU Foundation assets as of  
June 30, 2008.

144,900,000
Asset value, in dollars, of the Residential Suites.

29,714,452
Gifts and pledges received as of June 30, 2008 for 
the Campaign for Slippery Rock University. This 
represents 90 percent of the campaign goal.

19,845,099
Dollar value of the endowment as of June 30, 
2008. This represents the combined totals of the 
Slippery Rock University Foundation, Inc. and  
the SRU Alumni Association.

1,716,430
Annual charitable giving total in dollars, less the 
top three gifts, as of June 30, 2008.

414,090
Grant dollars received by SRU during the period  
of May 1, 2008 through June 30, 2008.

20,197
Clinical care visits at the Student Health Center 
during 2007-08.

7,029 
Health promotion encounters. 4,607 of these 
encounters occurred during campus wide health 
outreach activities, an increase of 610%.

1029.8
Average SAT score for the entering class of fall 
2008. A 27.4 point increase compared to fall 2007.

750
Students participating in Living learning  
Communities during the fall 2008 semester, an 
increase of 25 percent compared to fall 2007.

100
Percent of occupancy in the Residential Suites for 
fall term.

79
Student athletes awarded Division II Athletic 
Directors Association Academic Achievement 
Awards for achieving a 3.5 GPA during the  
2007-08 academic year.

Sustainability expert reprints  
sanitation handbook

Joseph Jenkins, a former 
sustainable systems gradu-
ate student, is reprinting 
the third edition of the 
“Humanure Handbook - 
A Guide to Composting 
Human Manure,” which 
covers the details of composting human 
feces. The book, which began as a gradu-
ate thesis and was self-published in its first 
edition in 1994, has since sold 35,000 cop-
ies and been translated into Norwegian, 
Korean and Hebrew. The book is available 
at Amazon.com or at josephjenkins.com. 

Education professors  
write textbook 

Edwin Christmann and 
John Badgett, professors 
of secondary education, 
have written a textbook 
for NSTA Press titled 
“Interpreting Assessment 
Data: Statistical Techniques You Can Use.” 
The textbook is designed for use with intro-
ductory educational assessment courses, sci-
ence education courses and in-service science 
teachers. The book presents a non-threat-
ening and practical approach to educational 
assessments and statistics with the template 
for the application of the graphing calculator. 

Professor writes history,  
philosophy of  
education narrative

Mark Mraz, assistant 
professor secondary 
education, has writ-
ten “A Primer on the 
History & Philosophy 
of Education.” The nar-
rative presents the history of education as 
part of the larger picture of the develop-
ment of civilization. Mraz said his goal is 
to help students and teachers find deeper 
historical understanding from other books 
and Internet resources. University Press of 
America published the book.

B Y

M A R K  M R A Z

A Primer on the 
History and Philosophy 

of Education
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program are available from SRU’s gradu-
ate admissions. 

“Our current criminal justice undergradu-
ate program is strong both in academics and 
in enrollment,” said Bruce Russell, dean of 
the College of Business, Information and 
Social Sciences. “The next logical step is to 
offer a master’s degree for those seeking to 
enhance their professional opportunities.” 
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winners
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If James and Donna Winner, the dap-
per owners of the Gone With the Wind 
inspired Tara – A Country Inn, were writ-
ing their own life story, they might title 
their autobiography “Our Parents Deserve 
the Credit.”  

“I set a very hard pace for myself in 
whatever business I was in because of 
the work ethic embedded in me by my 
father,” said James Winner, a venture cap-
italist who grew up poor on a dairy farm 
in western Pennsylvania. “My mother was 
more philosophical. She was the one I 
talked to, and she kept current on politics 
and world events.” 

Donna Winner, whose mother gradu-
ated from the then Slippery Rock State 
Normal School in 1927, recalled her 
determination and dedication to educa-
tion. “She had a hard life, but education 
allowed her the opportunity to teach 
school every day for 27 years, and she 
loved every minute of it,” she said.

It is not possible to overstate the 
Winners’ commitment to education, or 
the depth of their belief that to those 
to whom good things are given much 
is expected in return. The semi-retired 
owners of nine businesses recently dem-
onstrated their generosity by contribut-
ing a $1 million gift to Slippery Rock 
University Foundation Inc. to create 
the Winner Foundation Scholarship 
Endowment. Their gift, the largest one-
time gift in University history, will enable 
thousands of young people to attend 
Slippery Rock University.

“We are incredibly grateful for the 
Winners. They are wonderful friends of 
education and Slippery Rock University,” 
said Barbara Ender, vice president for 
University Advancement. “We have had 
larger donations given over several incre-
ments but never such a generous, one-
time gift to create an endowment. Their 
gift will affect many, many lives for years 
to come.”

Scholarships will be awarded with a 
preference to students who are dependent 
children of Winner International employ-
ees. Students from Reynolds, Sharon and 
Mercer County school districts are also 
eligible. Recipients must have a 3.0 grade-
point average and be recommended by a 
school administrator based on good char-
acter, determination and leadership quali-
ties. Winner Foundation Scholarships 

winners  James and Donna Winner
deliver $1 million gift to SRU 
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will provide individual scholarships of $5,000 annually to SRU 
students. Recipients maintaining certain requirements can renew 
the scholarships for up to three additional years beyond the ini-
tial award year. 

The Winners believe so strongly in 
SRU’s mission of providing compre-

hensive, affordable education that 
they simply mailed a check 

to the University without 
any fanfare. 

“We had been think-
ing about Slippery 
Rock for a long 
time,” said James 
Winner, chairman of 
the board of Winner 
International, incorpo-

rated in 1986. “God has 
blessed me very well in my 

life, for which I am forever grateful, 
and I feel a strong moral obligation to give back. With education 
comes everything else:  the economy, business, fulfillment, every-
thing hinges on education, absolutely.”

“Slippery Rock is an affordable college, and so many aren’t,” 
Donna Winner explained. “The average person can afford to go 
to Slippery Rock University but may not be able to go to another 
college in our area, where it’s more expensive. The endowment 
will have greater impact at Slippery Rock University.”

Couple finds real meaning of success
Both Winners attribute their value system of hard work to 

their upbringing and Christian faith. James Winner, a Transfer 
native, lived on his parents’ farm until he joined the Army at 18. 
Donna is the daughter of a Pennsylvania coal miner. 

“From age five until when I went to Korea, I was with my 
father every day of my life. I was up at 5 o’clock in the morning 
and into the barn milking cows,” James Winner said. “Physically, 

even to this day, things have not been hard for me. When I went 
into the Army, when others were working toward 50 pushups, I 
could do 100.”

These early experiences and James Winner’s determination to 
succeed calcified into a philosophy of self-reliance that helped him 
in business. Winner International, headquartered in Sharon, is 
the maker of The Club® vehicle anti-theft device and other safety 
and security products. The success of The Club® enabled the 
company to expand into commercial, residential, recreational and 
personal security and safety markets worldwide. 

The family built Winner Steel and also owns the Buhl Mansion 
and an art gallery. In addition, the Winners own The Radisson in 
Shenango Township and Tiffany’s, a banquet hall in Brookfield, 
Ohio. Winner enterprises have created at least 800 jobs in Mercer 
County and beyond.

James Winner’s guiding principals may not appear in the 
Harvard Business Review, but he believes they work: try harder; 
never give up; never accept defeat and if someone says no, they 
don’t really understand your point of view.  He said many of the 
lessons originated with his mother.

Seize the day but remember others
Still, the Winners don’t measure success by how much money 

they make, but by how much they invest in the lives of others. 
They believe in the importance of tithing 10 percent of their 
income. Ten percent of company profits go into the Winner 
Foundation, with the primary goal of helping children continue 
their education.

“The first 10 percent of our earnings belong to God. The other 
90 percent is ours to deal with,” he said.

And, they believe in seizing the day. “There are more oppor-
tunities existing today, despite all of the dismal forecasts. Look 
for an opportunity,” James Winner said when asked what advice 
he would give young people. “We’re extremely good at – we’re 
better than anybody in the world – at technical innovation. 
There is nobody like us, not even China. We’ve got to take 
advantage of opportunities.”

“With education comes 
everything else: the economy, 

business, fulfillment,  
everything hinges on  

education, absolutely.”
– James Winner

The dining room at Tara. Belle’s Boudoir.
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Honoring thy mother
Donna Winner inherited her passion for education from 

her late mother, Sadie Evelyn Lindey, a 1927 Slippery Rock 
State Normal School graduate from Prospect, Pa. who taught 
school in western Pennsylvania for nearly 30 years.

“She was the oldest of eight children, and they were very 
poor,” Winner said. “I was a mid-life baby. My mother was 
already older by the time I got to the point where I was inter-
ested in listening to her stories.”

Born in 1904, Lindey joined the Normal School’s What-
to-do Club, the Open Road Club and the Y.W.C.A. The  
’27 yearbook describes her as “a sober, silent girl.”

She began her teaching career in a one-room school in rural 
Pennsylvania and worked through the Great Depression. 
Times were tough.  

“She lived with an Amish family,” Winner said. “I went to 
a one-room school with my sisters the first few years of my 
life,” Winner said. “Then in 1956, when I was in the fourth 
grade, my mother was offered a job teaching first grade in a 
regular school.”

It was a real family milestone. “I remember celebrating 
that. I remember being at the dining room table, and she 
was so excited because she was going to make $3,600 a year,” 
Winner said.

Despite low pay, Winner said her mother “loved every  
second” of her teaching career and wanted her three daugh-
ters to become teachers. Although they followed other paths, 
with the love that binds children to their parents, Winner 
recalls her mother with great affection.

“She had a hard life, but she definitely impacted me as an 
adult,” she said.

The Winners view China, a country they admire and have vis-
ited several times, as a jackpot for investment in the 21st century. 

“It is most important that we clearly understand we are no  
longer in a parochial situation; we’re not just a global economy, 
we’re a global society,” James Winner said. “We must live like 
that; we must think like that.”

Donna Winner, while ascribing to a 
pluralistic worldview as well, said she 
is excited about the difference their 
investment in SRU 
will make.

“I hope that stu-
dents will seize the 
moment and under-
stand it is important 
to concentrate on their 
education when they’re 
there,” she said. “Only the 
names and faces change. Every 
generation, every child, has the same 
issues growing up and goes through the same college experiences.” 
She pauses for a moment then advises, “apply yourself.”

The couple divides time between Florida and western 
Pennsylvania. They live in Tara, which offers luxurious overnight 
accommodations and world-class meals.

“The endowment will 
contribute more to 

more people.”
– Donna Winner

James Winner and his grandson Ricky, in China, holding the Olympic torch.
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Almost 100 graduates  
have gone on to become 
superintendents in  
school districts across  
the country
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Bill Delp, ‘71, Special Education District of Lake County, Illinois; Francis 
Barnes, ‘71, Palisades; Jack Fullen, ‘63, Blackhawk.
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Astronaut, actor, firefighter, teacher…but superintendent? 
While career choices for Slippery Rock University students have 
never been greater, almost none started out dreaming about 
becoming an education administrator. Why then, have close to 
100 education graduates gone on to serve as superintendents or 
assistant superintendents across the country?

“It’s really a natural progression that people go through rather 
than a specific path they set out on,” explained Jay Hertzog, dean 
of the College of Education. “Most students who graduate from 
a four-year program want to be teachers because they have a love 
for learning and kids. Then they start seeing the different aspects 
of education and how they can impact more kids, so they become 
a principal where they are involved with the overall scheme of 

decision 
makers
mo

tiv
ato

rgoals

leadership
things. But there, they realize that as a superintendent, they can 
affect curriculum for the entire district.”

For years, Slippery Rock’s exceptional education programs have 
attracted students who have instinctive leadership potential. But with 
the more recent campus-wide focus on leadership, all students are 
given opportunities to get involved as leaders – which makes it easier 
for teachers later when they decide to transition into an administra-
tive role. “The entire University encourages student leadership, and 
that takes many forms,” said Hertzog. “In the education department, 
we offer students many opportunities for leadership, and we also 
require extensive field experience so that our students are  
out working with kids and getting direct exposure to  
schools rather than simply reading about it.”



SRU: a training ground for leaders
Dennis Murray, a 1963 elementary education graduate and now 

superintendent of the Altoona School District and a trustee at SRU, 
realized early on that he liked to be a decision maker. Working his 
way up through a variety of positions: teacher, principal, college pro-
fessor, school board member, and ultimately superintendent, Murray 
has spent 25 years as a “change agent, advising the school board and 
then carrying out the policies they set,” he explained.

Though Murray handles issues that he had not anticipated as a 
student – labor relations, school construction, public relations, and 
school finance – he traces the foundation of his leadership style to 
his days at SRU. “My classes were really basic training for leader-
ship,” he said. “I took a lot of methods courses that were geared to 
make you a classroom leader capable of delivering curriculum in a 
thorough and efficient manner. Dr. Edgar, one of my professors, 
was dynamic, and I still use what he taught me about IQs and stu-
dent behavior, along with classroom management issues.”

Murray is one of more than 30 graduates who are serving 
as active superintendents. Francis Barnes, ’71, the secretary of 
education for the Pennsylvania Department of Education from 
2004-05, is another. He heads the Palisades School District in 
Bucks County, Pa. Others run districts in Texas, Illinois and 
Ohio. All of them, said Murray, wear many hats. Their duties 
include personnel selection, preparation of operating budgets and 
implementation of school curriculum, policies and regulations. 
They set the tone and help shape the vision for the district while 
juggling the sometimes-competing demands of the boards that 
hire them, the staff that works for them, teachers, parents, stu-
dents, and the communities they serve.

To be successful, Barnes said, a superintendent should dem-
onstrate leadership, as well as management and communication 

skills. Strong leadership skills enable continuous improvement. 
Management skills can be instrumental for trust building and 
reliability, and communication skills are necessary to convey and 
receive ongoing and important information.

“The faculty at SRU embraced me in the way that I came to 
them. They shaped me in spite of myself into a well-informed and 
confident, health/physical educator,” Barnes said. “The campus 
provided both the structure and freedom necessary to mature and 
make wise decisions. Slippery Rock University provided me with 
my first anonymous experience with a built-in safety net.  
I made many lifelong friends and visited places that I would not 
have visited otherwise. I flourished during those years.”

The Rock’s elementary and special education curriculum, as 
well as campus leadership opportunities, gave Heidi Ondek, ’84, 
an advantage over her peers.

“As a first-year teacher, the practical experiences I received from 
Slippery Rock set me apart from my counterparts,” said Ondek, 
assistant superintendent for the Quaker Valley School District in 
western Pennsylvania.  “From the start I was viewed as a leader. 
My principal (in El Paso, Texas) saw the leadership potential in 
me and really encouraged me to pursue school administration.”

Paulette Savolskis, ’69 and ’72, who retired in June after 14 years 
as Lakeview School District superintendent, said SRU prepared 
her well for a career in education and demonstrated the core values 
shared by all great teachers. “You have to have a commitment to 
education, all students and self-discipline. You have to have great 
motivation and a strong work ethic to be a successful superinten-
dent. It’s not an 8 to 4 job – it takes endless hours,” said Savolskis.

“Everyone thinks you get the summer off, but you have to do 
end-of-the-year reports, grant writing and you’re planning for  
the start of the next school year as soon as the students graduate.  
I ended up not taking vacation a lot of years,” Savolskis said.

A heart for service
For Bill Delp, a 1971 elementary and special education gradu-

ate and now the superintendent of the Special Education District 
of Lake County in Illinois, Slippery Rock’s required practicums 
helped him decide about the types of students he wanted to work 
with, but it was the high expectations that helped him excel.  
“The rigor, curriculum, and expectations were set high by my 

 

Superintendents juggle  
budgets, curriculum, personnel

A superintendent is a “change agent,” said Dennis Murray, 
’63, a modern day jack of all trades juggling a variety of issues 
such as personnel, budgeting, labor relations, curriculum, tech-
nology, safety, transportation, fund raising and construction. 

A superintendent is also a motivator and leader. “School 
administrators are the crème de la crème of the teaching pro-
fession      – those classroom leaders who help run the school and 
have the desire, aspiration, and feeling of ‘I could do this and 
I could do it better,” said Jay Hertzog, dean of the College of 
Education. “When they move from teaching to administration, 
it puts a drain on the profession, but then you wouldn’t want 
someone who was just an okay teacher to be an administrator.”

Perhaps the most daunting aspect of being a superintendent 
is the role as decision-maker, the one person who ultimately 
shoulders responsibility for the education and well-being of 
thousands of children. For Bill Delp, ‘71 that sometimes means 
getting up at three in the morning to determine whether to call 
off school during a snowstorm. “I’m dealing with handicapped 
kids, and though I don’t like to call off school, I know that the 
cold really affects them,” he explained. “And if something were 
to happen with the buses…”
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then took a teaching job where he also coached basketball and 
football. After a series of promotions that propelled him into 
administration, he landed as assistant superintendent and athletic 
director at Blackhawk School District in Beaver Falls, filling in a 
couple years as the acting superintendent but eventually turning 
down the head job. 

Besides the friends he made, “a group of guys at The Rock from 
’59 to ’64   now known as Charlie’s Boys,” Fullen remembers the 
most important lesson he took away from school was the idea of 
being proactive rather than reactive. “That really impressed upon 
me,” he said, “and because of it, I’ve always come in to work at 
6:30 a.m. every morning to get everything taken care of before the 
students arrive. That frees me up to walk around and get to know 
the kids and set the tone for the atmosphere.” 

Earlier this year, Fullen retired from his superintendent role but 
stayed on as athletic director. “I have no regrets,” he said. “This is 
my 45th year in education, and I still like getting out of bed and 
coming to work—it’s been a great ride.”

professors, and they expected you to live up to them,” he said. 
“That helped me learn how to set goals and created the drive for 
going after what I wanted to do.”

More importantly, Delp’s mentors instilled the idea of putting 
students first. “The curriculum is important and techniques are 
important, but you have to look at every child and make sure you 
are designing programs to meet their individual needs,” he said. 
This hands-on, personal approach is evident in Delp’s leadership 
style. He spends two days each week out in the schools, and often 
teaches when substitute teachers are short. “I do it because I miss 
teaching and having contact with the kids and parents, but I also 
know that I can’t run the district without knowing what’s going 
on in the classrooms,” he said.

Determine your own destiny
Jack Fullen’s career began on the playing field. Aspiring to be 

the next John Wooden (the legendary UCLA basketball coach), 
Fullen graduated in 1963 in health and physical education, and 

“There probably isn’t a superintendent in all of 
Pennsylvania who is as well-known and respected 
as is Dennis Murray,” said David Ellis, president 
of the Altoona Area School Board. Ellis should 
know. He’s worked with Murray since 2001 and 
was instrumental in encouraging him to put aside 
thoughts of retirement and stay with the district 
through at least June 30, 2010.

Murray, a 1963 SRU graduate, has served as 
the AASD superintendent and the chief school 
administrator of the Greater Altoona Career and 
Technology Center since 1984. With more than 
8,000 students, Altoona is one of Pennsylvania’s 

largest school districts. Murray first joined the school district staff in 
1978 as an assistant superintendent for elementary education after being 
employed as an assistant professor and assistant director for resident 
instruction in the College of Education at Pennsylvania State University. 

During a broad-based 50 plus-year career in education, Murray has 
served as a classroom teacher, a college professor, a school district and col-
lege administrator and school board member.

“Dr. Murray is a dynamic leader who has had an incredible impact on 
shaping education in the state,” Ellis said. “His record of success in our dis-
trict has been phenomenal.”

Counted among Murray’s many accomplishments are:

■  Completing numerous capital projects totaling more than $104 million.
■  Creating the Bertram Leopold Recreation Center on the Altoona Area 

High School campus.
■    Implementing a school-based management/total quality education program 

known as Q-SITE, which earned the school ISO-9001 certification. It was the 
fifth school district in the nation to earn the designation at the time.

Super-chArged LeAder

Dennis Murray, ’63, sets standard of excellence
■   Establishing countless school/community partnerships that have stimu-

lated economic development in Blair County.
■    Creating the Altoona Area School District Foundation – a non-profit organi-

zation that has attracted $1. 8 million in private contributions since 1989.
■    Organizing a national AAHS Alumni Association.
■    Establishing partnerships with colleges and universities that have helped 

to make Altoona a teaching/research-based school district.
■    Implementing a rigorous secondary curriculum that features 18 Advanced 

Placement courses recognized by the College Board.
■    Becoming the first Pennsylvania school district to put strobe lights on 

school buses.
■    Creating an employee wellness center.

Murray received a bachelor in education degree from Slippery Rock 
University in 1963, his master’s in educational administration from Duquesne 
University in 1965 and a doctorate of education from Penn State in 1973.

Not surprisingly, Murray has received numerous awards throughout 
his distinguished career including the Educational Leadership Award from 
Phi Delta Kappa; the Distinguished Educator Award from the Tri-State 
Study Council of the University of Pittsburgh; the Excellence in Education 
Award from the Penn State University College of Education; the Exemplary 
and Innovative Educational Leadership and Management Award from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education; the Excellence in Administration 
Award from the Pennsylvania School Study Council; and the Blair Bedford 
Central Labor Council AFL-CIO Person of the Year Award. In 2007 he was 
awarded an honorary doctorate from St. Francis University.

As if he didn’t have enough to keep him busy in the district, Murray 
serves as a member of the Council of Trustees for SRU, and has served on 
numerous boards and committees and taught graduate level courses for  
St. Frances University and Penn State.
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Until recently, few people outside of the students who lived there had much reason to venture 
inside Patterson Hall. “I would confess that its architecture was institutional – bare cement blocks, 
a single pay phone and communal bathrooms,” recalled Bill Foley, an ’88 graduate who lived in 
Patterson Hall in 1983. “How I laughed when I walked into a second-floor room and found six or 
seven husky guys squeezed around a tiny black-and white television.”

Today, harmonies of form, space and texture engage the eye inside Patterson. A $3.5 million 
remodeling has converted the 50-year-old residence hall into a state-of-the art learning environ-
ment, a “green” academic building with classrooms, research labs, a new data communication  
system, sensor lighting, all-natural flooring and motorized projection screens.

The project expanded Patterson by 2,720 square feet to a total of 65,606 and created a perma-
nent academic home for the departments of exercise and rehabilitative sciences and athletic training. 
Workers demolished walls and ceilings to provide more openness, day lighting and natural ventilation. 

Ambitious 
remodeling 
pumps new  
life into former 
residence hall

through sustainable development
millions
Saving
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Patterson renovation  
boosts student learning 

Students have the latest clinical equipment, 
including a new underwater weighing tank, 
treatment tables and anatomy mannequins, at 
their disposal thanks to the Patterson repurpos-
ing project. The departments of exercise and 
rehabilitative sciences and athletic training took 
advantage of the larger space and bought new 
equipment to boost learning opportunities.

“Oh my goodness, Patterson is such a 
better learning environment,” said Bonnie 
Siple, athletic training program coordinator.  
“We have our first dedicated athletic training 
classroom. It has a wing that we use as a 
plinth lab. We have 25 new treatment tables 
between two classrooms and will be gradu-
ally adding state-of-the art electrical modali-
ties for student learning.”

Enrollment in exercise and rehabilitative 
sciences has increased from 200 to 700 stu-
dents since 2001.

“Our most essential need to continue the 
growth was a facility that could house our 
students and faculty,” said Patricia Pierce, 
exercise and rehabilitative sciences depart-
ment chair. “Since moving into Patterson, 
we’ve been able to add a new underwater 
weighing tank and another stress system for 
student labs, and now we have the space to 
buy more equipment.”

“We were able to participate in the design 
of labs, and we have a lot more space – it’s 
an upgrade in accommodations,” said Jeff  
Lynn, assistant professor of exercise and 
rehabilitative sciences. “Students coming 
here as prospects will see new labs, new 
offices, they’ll see their faculty are all in one 
hallway. It’s a recruitment plus.” 

They avoided materials that emit gases or particulates and used sustainable materials such  
as anti-bacterial Marmoleum ® flooring and chemical-free paints.

Today’s renewed interest in “green” architecture has heightened attention to the ethic 
of preservation as a cornerstone of sustainability. Recapturing Patterson showed a lot of 
logic, because the project took advantage of a strong building shell. The University saved 
millions in construction costs, compared to building from scratch, and achieved eco-
nomic savings in masonry, site work, concrete and carpentry.

“These are predominately economic decisions, but they are also ethical in nature,” 
said Charles Curry, SRU vice president of finance and administrative affairs. “The whole 
concept of sustainability has to do with the investment of energy. It took a lot of energy 
to build Patterson Hall 50 years ago. Why would you spend more energy on demolishing 
it when for a small investment you can adaptively reuse the structure? The intent was to 
save money and time and provide a better learning environment.”

“We made the case for adaptive reuse because Patterson’s frame is column and beam 
construction, which means that most of the walls could be removed to make larger spaces 
for classrooms, dry labs and conference rooms,” said Herb Carlson, SRU assistant vice 
president for construction design and management.

The initial impetus to consider the reuse of Patterson Hall came from the need to 
find temporary facilities for the academic departments in Vincent Science Hall. It was 
estimated to cost about $2 million to house the displaced Vincent departments in rented 
modular facilities, Carlson said. The departments from Vincent, biology, psychology and 
math, will temporarily occupy offices, classrooms and labs in Patterson.

In addition, exercise and rehabilitative sciences and athletic training were outgrowing 
their existing facilities in the Stoner Instructional Complex. These two factors combined 
in the decision to repurpose Patterson Hall. Replacing Patterson with a new building 
would have cost $16.4 million, he said.

“Patterson itself was built very sturdily. It’s brick and block, cement and metal, but 
it was toward the end of its lifecycle in terms of other systems, such as the plumbing,” 
he said. “We had previously upgraded the mechanical and data communication systems 
in the building. The renovation redid all the lighting inside to make the building more 
energy efficient. We replaced the ceilings and upgraded all other surfaces. We redid the 
bathrooms and got rid of the showers.”

Foley, the ’88 graduate, said Patterson left its mark on those who lived there, and those 
who lived their left a mark on Patterson. “Someone who stayed in No. 32 before I did in 
the early ‘80s carved ‘John Lennon lives’ on a wooden bookshelf in my room,” he said. 
“Now it’s my turn to do some carving, albeit figuratively: Patterson lives.”

A former residence hall bedroom is now a contemporary office.
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Students take stock  
of Wall Street in campus 
Financial Trading Lab

S    lippery Rock University’s Eisenberg Classroom Building is 
approximately 325 miles west of New York City’s famed Wall Street, 
but one area, now equipped with the latest technology in stock tickers, 
commodity market report screens and up-to-the-minute broadcasts of 
economic and financial news from the business world, has closed the 
gap and is creating quite a campus buzz.

“The students are very intrigued. They are creating a buzz for those 
in the School of Business and in other majors,” said John Misner, 
professor in SRU’s School of Business. “The University invested about 
$100,000 in equipment and software and the dividends are already 
paying off,” he said.

One of Eisenberg’s first floor classrooms is now the SRU Financial 
Trading Room Laboratory, complete with a 24-foot, traveling, color-
coded stock ticker; four-foot by six-foot wall board listing stock activ-
ity, commodity prices, interest rates, currency prices, world indices, 
and futures and options activities; and two, 46-inch LCD televisions 
that broadcast either campus news and standard television feeds, or 
business channels such as CNBC. A 10-foot-by-10-foot center screen 
is linked to the Internet, enabling  professors to display appropriate 
sites to help drive home discussion points. The lab, which opened 
at the start of fall semester, also offers 36 computer workstations. 
Through the workstations, students have access to sophisticated trad-

ing system software.
“Just sitting in a room filled 

with this much activity increases 
student interest,” Misner said. 
“While I am talking about stock 
prices, students can keep one eye 
on the news and another on the 
actual markets, seeing directly 
how the day’s news  

From the Dean:
We appreciate the financial help from the University and alumni to fund 

the new financial trading and accounting computer classrooms. As the 
School of Business continues its mission to be the best undergraduate pro-
gram in the region, state-of-the art classrooms will help us achieve this goal. 
The opportunity for faculty and students to use these facilities for account-
ing and finance classroom instruction will significantly increase our students’ 
ability to utilize the software and programs when they enter the workforce. 

 – Bruce Russell

may be affecting trading.” In particular, Misner noted a recent 
day in which news was leaking out on the U.S. government’s 
planned takeover of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. “We talked 
about the issues in class, and the students tracked the relevant 
financial data during class,” Misner said.

“The system we purchased is just like that being used in brokerage 
houses and financial offices around the world. It gives us near-instant 
access to what is taking place in the markets. I can program it to 
report any area of the financial markets – the commodity exchanges, 
futures markets and even international markets,” he said. “And, for 
purposes of demonstration, I can simulate the markets to better help 
students understand how and why fluctuations occur.” 

 Students can also be linked to breaking information, such as 
testimony or addresses from the secretary of the treasury or other 
federal regulators detailing economic issues. Courses including, 
“Investments,” “Financial Markets and Institutions,” “Portfolio 
Theory” and “Finance Seminar” are already making use of the new 
facility; other courses are expected to follow. “Very few undergradu-
ate programs offer such a trading room experience,” Misner said.

The lab’s features travel well on the Internet, Misner said. “While 
we are not yet using real money, I hope we can someday make our 
classroom theories even more hands on by using a special fund. I’d 
like to see us have at least $100,000 to actually invest.” 
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ollege of Education

From the Dean:
We are really excited about the upcoming CACREP visit for the depart-

ment of counseling and development.  A successful accreditation visit for 
the department will mean that all of our programs that have accrediting 
bodies will be accredited. What an accomplishment for our faculty and 
what recognition for our students.

 – Jay Hertzog

Counseling and  
development program 
goes ‘green’  
for accreditationF   aculty in Slippery Rock University’s department of counseling 

and development have taken a solid step forward in going green by 
eliminating the use of mountains of paper in their efforts to renew 
the department’s national accreditation through the Council for the 
Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs, 
the accreditation arm of the American Counseling Association.  

“Accreditation is an important, yet time-consuming task that 
requires us to review every aspect of our undergraduate and gradu-
ate counseling programs to ensure we are up-to-date in the infor-
mation we are offering and that we have the latest technology and 
library resources our program graduates will need to succeed in 
their chosen profession,” said Donald Strano, associate professor of 
counseling and development and department chair.

Strano was on hand when SRU’s Community Counseling 
Program was first accredited in 2002. The department hopes 
to add its Student Affairs in Higher Education Program to the 
accreditation list this year. 

“We have completed a self-study to show how we believe our 
program is meeting or exceeding all of the standards of each 
program, and we have been approved for a site visit this fall dur-
ing which all three programs will be examined, and if approved, 
would be accredited through 2015,” he said.

In recalling previous accreditation preparations, Strano said,  
“It used to take reams of paper – three or four large notebooks 
filled with nearly 1,600 pages of reports and evaluation charts – 

and we had to make multiple copies, then distribute them. This 
time, we are putting the entire report on a CD and when the final 
is submitted, it will go electronically. Because we are working 
on computers in preparing the report, it is easy to duplicate and 
much easier to share information between colleagues before final 
copies are submitted for evaluation review.”

Strano said one of the personal benefits he sees in actually han-
dling the report’s writing is “it gives me a chance to discover all of 
the bragging points for our programs.” One example is being able 
to point to the 100 percent success rate of SRU students taking 
the nationally administered National Counselor Exam. “One-
hundred percent of our students passed the exam in fall of 2006, 
spring of 2007 and fall of 2007. That is a clear indication we are 
doing the right things in the classroom,” he said.

“Another bragging point in our accreditation report is the excep-
tional diversity of our faculty,” Strano said. “Our faculty are gradu-
ates of top-quality programs at Harvard University, Vanderbilt 
University, the University of Georgia, The Ohio State University, 
North Carolina State University, William and Mary, Texas Tech 
and Duquesne University, among others. This diversity brings a 
variety of different approaches under one umbrella, giving our stu-
dents a well-rounded view in each area of counseling study.”

“I am glad our program began pursuing accreditation even before 
the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education began its push 
for the 14 state system schools to get on board. Our early entry into 
the accreditation process gave us a leg up and has helped us develop 
a number of our counseling programs so they are inner-linked – 
another benefit for out students,” Strano said.

CACREP will send a four-member team to meet with adminis-
trators, faculty, staff, students, alumni and others during a three-day 
visit during fall semester. The reviewers will also visit classes and 
survey equipment and support materials available to SRU students.
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Badlands interdisciplinary 
fieldwork sparks learning, 
high adventure  

It’s a remote spot for SRU students to conduct research –  
the Badlands in South Dakota. Yet year after year students 
go there, drawn by the rock spires, eroded buttes and Native-
American culture that provide a unique learning opportunity 
under the tutelage of Patrick Burkhart, professor of geography, 
geology and the environment.

“The thing that’s great about the Badlands is the three-fold 
teaching process. You learn from your peers, you learn from 
alumni who come along on their own personal dollar and you 
learn from the faculty,” said Travis Anderson, a 2007 graduate 
who participated in the program three consecutive years and who 
now works as a resource naturalist in Virginia.

2008-09 marks the 10-year anniversary of the Badlands Working 
Group. Dozens of students have accumulated more than 900 field 
days in the 2,200-acre national park, gaining invaluable experience 
to complement classroom instruction.  Contributions to SRU help 
fund the trips through professional development, department and 
faculty-student research grants.

The interdisciplinary research covers several fields and involves 
students in geology, geography, parks and recreation and environ-
mental education. Students study landscape origins, develop soil 
profiles and examine the effects of erosion. They make inferences 
about past climate change and explore the history of the region, its 
people and art, meeting with members of the Lakota Nation for 

From the Dean:
The success of this unique opportunity for undergraduate students 

can be directly attributed to the commitment of faculty from several dis-
ciplines who are able to inspire students to accomplish more than they 
ever dreamed possible.  This is one of our most popular and successful 
fieldtrip sites year after year – a testament to the quality of experience 
that students are receiving.

– Susan Hannam

their perspective. Katherine Mickle, an SRU art faculty member 
who teaches photography, has participated as well.

“I have watched many students grow from kids who knew little 
beyond their neighborhoods, like Butler, to scientists and profes-
sionals that now prosper through graduate schools and employ-
ment of national and international stature,” Burkhart said. “They 
emerge stronger, wiser, more confident and better prepared for 
their next adventures in life.”

“I could write a book on the things I learned through my experi-
ences with The Badlands Working Group,” said Michael Jahn, an 
environmental geosciences graduate who works in Colorado. “I went 
every spring until I graduated in 2004.  Myself and others have had 
the opportunity to present our undergraduate research multiple 
times at large national meetings from Washington, D.C. to Seattle.” 

“Our students encounter extremes of heat and cold, parched 
dryness and this year flooding – the desert can kill a fool,” 
Burkhart said. “On the other hand, we have climbed Harney 
Peak, highest point in South Dakota, during a snow storm. The 
trips are high adventure.”
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Interim dean cites  
new Performing Arts 
Building as priority“T

From the Dean:
A liberal arts education provides the foundation for a rewarding 

private life and intelligent participation in society, while providing the 
framework for a variety of careers in an ever-changing global economy. 
Given the likelihood today that few individuals remain employed in only 
one or two types of work in their lifetime, the College of Humanities, 
Fine and Performing Arts endeavors to teach students how to succeed, 
not merely as job holders, but as life-long learners who succeed as citi-
zens, neighbors, spouses and parents.

– Diana Dreyer

o showcase properly the many student-led shows and concerts 
on campus, we are in dire need of a proper facility, one that can 
accommodate our own and guest artists in ways current structures 
simply cannot,” said Diana Dreyer, interim college dean. “I invite 
all to become a friend of the arts by sponsoring this project and 
other cultural events.”

 Dreyer, a former SRU English professor who came out of 
retirement to head the college, replaces William McKinney, 
who relocated to Indiana. More than 700 students major in the 
humanities, fine and performing arts.

Dreyer said she found retirement “somewhat enervating” and 
wasted no time in setting goals for the college. “My primary 
goal is to promote and support the college’s numerous strengths: 
professors’ teaching and scholarship, enormous contribution to 
the Liberal Studies Program, and our role in the greater Slippery 
Rock community as a leader in the fine and performing arts as 
well as humanities events,” she said.

Building a new Performing Arts Building to replace Miller 
Auditorium won’t be possible without contributions, Dreyer said, 
because the state requires matching funds. 

“Feasibility studies have been completed,” she said. “We need 
the building to remain competitive to continue to attract the best 
dance, theatre and music students. Now the University commu-
nity must generate matching funds with the state to finance such 
a building.” 

Dreyer received an undergraduate degree in education from 
Illinois State University and a master’s degree and doctorate 
in English, focusing on rhetoric and linguistics, from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania. She worked as a public school teacher 
for five years and reared three daughters before joining SRU 
in 1980 as a part-time English faculty member. She received a 
tenure-track position four years later, eventually serving as assis-
tant chair and coordinator of graduate education in the English 
department, and later serving as assistant to the dean before retir-
ing from the English department in 2006.

“SRU has been very good to me during my tenure here.  
So when the opportunity arose to serve as interim dean of the 
College of Humanities, Fine and Performing Arts, I was pleased 
to accept the challenge, giving back for the many good years 
already spent here,” she said.
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Student musicians tune  
their hopes and dreams 

One summer at

Band Camp

F    orget the nerd clichés. Band camp has gotten a makeover. Bullhorns are out, wireless 
microphones are in. Drills are designed on a computer, and an electric bass player helps 
keep the beat. Didn’t quite catch the drum major’s directive? Send a text.

The ROCK tagged along during band camp this year to provide an insider’s view of 
the back-to-school rite of passage involving 160 students. Several agreed to keep journals. 
You will read of their trials and excitement as they adapt to college and band life. 

Despite 12-hour days in the sun, many echoed the enthusiasm of freshman Brittany 
Tallman. “Every day I’m wowed at the skill of this band and the dedication of the staff. 
It’ll feel so good to finally be able to just perform and let the public see how good we 
really are,” she said.

Band director James Berry taught his charges marching band style, positioning of feet 
and bodies, new drills and how to hold their instruments.

“One of the biggest obstacles is the freshmen come from 80 or 90 different high school 
bands which did things differently. Many have to unlearn what they learned, and we 
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Band Camp

move at a faster pace,” he said. “The most anxiety ridden moments for some freshmen 
involve leaving their parents and being off on their own. We do have some homesickness. 
But I work with the smartest, most talented and most motivated kids at the University.”

Alumni who survived band camp might be surprised by its sophistication.
“It’s not just blocks and spelling out letters like it used to be,” said David Glover, music 

department chairman. “It’s an artistic expression, a fully designed show, and our director 
is one of the better writers around as far as drill is concerned.”

Percussion in particular has “gone crazy lately,” Glover said. “Our band now has the 
addition of a front ensemble, called a pit, with a mallet, keyboard as well as electric bass 
and hand percussion and timpani, a lot of instruments not normally included in march-
ing band.”

Band camp rocks!

Contributions sought  
to enhance opportunities

University supporters can make 
a big difference in the musical edu-
cation of students by contributing 
toward scholarships and equipment 
purchases. James Berry, assistant 
professor of music and marching 
band director, has identified several 
priorities. They include: 

•  50 nickel-plated brass instru-
ments to unify the band’s appear-
ance and create a more cohesive 
sound. Many students use older, 
brass-plated instruments

•  Eight new sousaphones

•  Support for the Scarnatti 
Endowment providing tuition 
assistance

•  Support for auxiliary groups and 
the drum line 

•  A vehicle to haul instruments  
and equipment 

•  More travel and performance 
opportunities for the band

•  Additional practice rooms in 
Swope Music Hall

For more information, call Berry  
at 724.738.2436.
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BAND BLOGS:

'Oh, the joys of band camp'

Stephanie Miller, sophomore, 
Madison, Ohio
Music education

My feet are killing me but that’s OK. I mean, we got a lot done today. As we learn the drills and get used to it, the pain 
will go away, hopefully. It seems to be going well as the low brass leader said we already sound good on “Ol’ Man 
River.” My official nickname is tuba girl. Oh, the joys of band camp.

Yet another day of pain. It started out great but ended not very pleasing. The evening session, oh boy. We added a 
movement into the opener which was kind of fun, but then rehearsal began dragging. Nothing seemed to be good 
enough. Mr. Berry [band director] had us running sections over and over again. Hopefully tomorrow will be better.

Today was the best day of band camp yet. Today was our band picnic and scavenger hunt. Totally awesome!!! The 
ultimate Frisbee game that got started at the picnic was crazy to watch. The last thing to do was jump into East Lake. 
Nights like this give the phrase “This one time at band camp...” a whole new level of meaning!

Erica Yukovich, freshman, 
Butler
Music education

I decided to come to Slippery Rock University because I heard amazing things about the music department and the 
education program, and I really like the staff and kids as well. There is a huge difference in musicianship from high 
school to college. 

We started learning the drill to the first song today, and it’s coming along pretty well. Parts of it are new to me, so it 
was kind of challenging at first, but it’s easier now. We also played the second tune as an ensemble and it sounded 
extremely good. 

Today we started to learn the drill for the second tune and it’s starting to come along very well. The musicianship 
improves daily, as does the marching ability. The moves that we added look amazing when the whole band performs 
them together. This is the best band I have ever been a part of, and I am very proud to say that I am part of the Slippery 
Rock University Marching Band.

Anthony Santos, senior, 
Conshohocken, Pa.
Music education

The incoming freshmen seem to be a very talented group and mesh well with our existing members. I am very 
excited to be a part of this year’s season and can’t wait to lead them as commanding officer through the rest of the 
season. Just from the first day I could tell that everyone was willing to work and put everything they got into learn-
ing the show. So far we have the potential of being the best marching band that Slippery Rock University has had for 
quite some time now.
 
Just as I thought, the nice weather only lasted a day, making today the hottest day of the week if not the entire sum-
mer! The band also began to feel the strain of band camp as we near the end of the week. But we were able to put all 
that aside and begin learning the drill for our second tune. 

Here we are at the last day of band camp ’08. After having a good, relaxing time at the picnic yesterday we were able 
to come in refreshed and ready to finish out the week strong. We were able to achieve our goal of completing the first 
two tunes of the show! 
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Allie Hughes, transfer student,
South Fayette
Music education

Donning The Rock band uniform definitely fueled me with a new energy and spirit that I have not felt before in my 
other years of band. I was already excited about starting anew at Slippery Rock University. Trying on the new uniform 
certainly got me fired up about not only becoming part of a high quality and excellent marching band, but also meeting 
lifelong friends and contributing to the growing reputation of excellence at The Rock. 

It is an amazing feeling when everything that you have worked on comes together. Like working to solve a math prob-
lem, everything begins to click and mold into one seamless performance. The sense of accomplishment is well worth 
the breathlessness and sore muscles that I feel after a long day of marching and drilling. I look forward to growing 
upon what we have already perfected and am excited to play my part in this great band.

Zachery Neish, freshman, 
Greensburg
Elementary education

The transition from high school to a college marching band is not horribly different. It’s a lot more work and a lot more 
focusing on more than just the music. The main differences that I have noticed are the manner in which commands are 
executed, and postures such as attention and parade rest. This is a new experience for me in a few ways, and I cannot 
wait to see what else this new marching season has in store for me.  

Ryan Wolf, freshman, 
South Fayette
Music education

I knew that essentially starting over again in a new marching band (not to mention a new school) would be tough. Maybe 
change is a good thing. For example, as a music education major, I can appreciate performing with band members who 
actually play. And I don’t mean just putting the instrument to your lips and blowing – I mean really playing. In sectionals we 
all tend to learn from each other. On the field we all help each other. 

The upperclassmen, along with director Mr. Berry, are all very aware that the new group of musicians have come 
from varied styles of marching, so learning the roll step hasn’t been that big of a challenge for me. Maybe an old 
dog can learn some new tricks after all...

A taskmaster with the brass of a Sousa march, the attention grab of an 
concert-opening fanfare and the softness of a Brahm’s lullaby all describe 
legendary Slippery Rock University music director Blase Scarnati.

The music maestro who brought the University’s Marching Band, 
then known as the Marching Rockets and recently renamed the 
Marching Pride, to multiple crescendos settled for nothing less than 
perfection when his band was on the field. Auditions set the pace for 
the riggers of band members, recalls George McDowell, recruitment and 
retention strategist in SRU’s Enrollment Services and a marching band 
member in 1975 and 1977-81. 

“Mr. S. was truly a great friend, a great educator and a great leader. 
He made us believe we could be the best, and he saw that we lived up 
to our potential,” McDowell said.

Scarnati, who died Aug. 22, 2007, at age 72, remains an influence 
on members of the current SRU Marching Band as well as high school 
musicians who come to SRU for weeklong band camps and spend hours 
practicing on the Blase Scarnati Marching Band Practice Field set aside 
to honor the late music director. Scarnati served SRU 32 years before 
retiring in 1996.

Influence of maestro Blase Scarnati resounds  
Those who played under Scarnati most remember 

the performance trips. Under Scarnati’s direction 
the SRU Marching Band performed at a Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City, at 1979 
and 1982 football games in Michigan Stadium on the 
University of Michigan campus, and at the Pontiac 
Silverdome and as part of a Detroit Lions game. There 
were also performances at the Knute Rockne Bowl 
and a performance at a Pittsburgh Steelers’ game in old Pitt Stadium.

John Gackenbach playing drums in 1985 and served as drum major 
in 1986 and 1987, recalls Scarnati saying, “He was like our father away 
from home. He made us feel we were part of something great and he 
made us feel comfortable before a crowd. He also made us work hard.”

Scarnati’s leadership remains also visible strong through the Blase 
S. and Mary L. Scarnati Scholarship honoring both the maestro and his 
wife. Each year, two to four members of the SRU Marching Pride receive 
the financial support. The endowed scholarship remains open for addition 
contributions and those interested in contributing should contact the  
SRU Office of Advancement at 724.748.2004.
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Alumni
AssociationReport

Bricks memorialize alumni words of wisdom, humor, thanks
Slippery Rock University graduates and 

friends opted for humor, nostalgia and 
friendship connections when inscribing 
patio bricks at the Russell Wright Alumni 
House and Conference Center with their 
favorite quotes.

The bricks are now part of the expanded 
Sally Lennox Patio outside the newly 
revamped and expanded alumni facility.

Nearly 400 personalized bricks help 
make up the red-brick and sand-seam 
floor of the patio used for alumni and 
campus outdoor functions. Named for 
Lennox, longtime alumni relations direc-
tor, now retired and living in Florida, the 
patio was initially created in her honor by 
her family. When the building underwent 
its most recent expansion, adding 3,000 

square feet of meeting rooms and related 
facilities, the original patio bricks were 
removed and stored while alumni and 
University friends were given opportuni-
ties to purchase personalized bricks that 
would expand the patio located on the 
south end of the building. It now includes 
their collective wisdom.

“We were very excited to see so many 
alumni and University friends become 
involved – and we appreciated their sense 
of humor,” said Michael Saraka, alumni 
relations director. “Some offered clever 
phrases; some used the bricks as a remem-
brance of meeting their future husband 
or wife at SRU; and others used it to 
remember good times, friends and loved 
ones with SRU connections. It was fun. 

We still have room for additional bricks 
should others have additional ideas or 
want to be part of the project.”

Bricks, including, “Lost – 50 Billion 
Brain Cells: If found please contact Dave 
Palombo, ’85, Lennoxes Rule” and “Don’t 
drink dirty smelly beer” are among those 
on the “must see” list for patio visitors.

Palombo, owner of Dave’s Last Resort 
and Raw Bar in Ft. Worth, Fla., recalls he 
and young Bill Lennox, son of Sally and 
retired SRU track coach William Lennox, 
became friends while attending SRU. “In 
fact, after graduation I went to visit Bill in 
Florida for the 1986 Orange Bowl and I 
just stayed. I figured that since I left half 
of my brain cells at SRU, I should place a 
brick in case anyone finds them.”
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Mark Antenucci, a member of the class 
of 1985, is the man behind the “Don’t 
drink dirty smelly beer” advice. “I lived 
in an apartment on Main Street with Bill 
Lennox,” he said. “His mother would often 
visit and chide us ‘not to drink that dirty, 
smelly beer.’ So I thought her words of wis-
dom should be enshrined in her patio.”

A 2005 graduate memorialized her  
initial campus visit with a brick inscribed, 
“Ashley Michaux, 12/05 for Gram Wolicki 
and My First Rock Visit.” She explains, 
“While my Grandmother Wolicki and I 
were researching colleges in 2001, we drove 
to campus. She liked the campus, and I 
enrolled. It was a great day for both of us.” 

Others elected to show pride in their SRU 
education: Ethel Eck Steelnack, a 1950 
elementary education graduate, offered 
“Greatest School Ever.” Joette Miller, 1973 
education graduate, offered “SRSC – Thanx 
for the Opportunities!” “Soar on Rock” was 
provided by Dorothy B. Conway, ’46, and 
Duane L. Conway, ’56. 

Four SRU members of the 1954 class 
included their names – Dolly Kalita 
Lobur, E. Wikert McCloskey, Kathy 
Conway Walcutt and Joan Loyde-ie 
Lee – and the notation “Roommates 4 

years.” Pat O’Hare, a 1965 Rock gradu-
ate offered, “For all who attended the 
ROCK and became better than they ever 
thought they could become,” and Scott R. 
McCaskey, a spring education graduate 
and former member of the SRU Council 
of Trustees, offered “Inspiring the future, 
one day at a time.” 

Other brick purchasers offered apprecia-
tion, including, “Thanks Mom & Dad, 
Your First College Grad, Pat Mooney, 
’60.” ‘The ROCK is always in our hearts, 
Diantha H. Grant, faculty 1979-89, 
Donald E. Grant, B.S., Class of 1989” 
reads another oversized brick, while yet 
another offers, “Tuition Paid! Thanks 
Mom, YO ED (Phila.).”

Bricks also spotlight campus organiza-
tions, including “Alpha Sigma Alpha, 
Gamma XI Chapter, 1966-1997 – Aspire, 
Seek, Attain,” is written on one, while 
another reads, “Sigma Sigma Sigma, 1967 
1971, ‘Time passes but the memories 
never fade’ forever purple.”

Among the “special memory” bricks are 
those saluting, George Buzash, ’58 and 
Alberta Olzak Buzash, ’56; Denny Hyland, 
’68; Anne Zarekno-Sharek, Judy Zarenko; 
Shannon N. Johns and George Long; and 

Wendy L. Danner. One reads, “In memory 
of the 3rd Floor Back Hall Gang – Biddle 
(1950), while another recalls “Charlie’s 
Boys,” a reference to those who played foot-
ball for SRU coach Charlie Godlasky. 

Soldiers killed in action, including  
Capt. Jason M. West, a 2002 graduate,  
are also saluted.

Hundreds of other SRU graduates simply 
included their name and their class year, 
such as Paul ’58 and Carol Younginger 
Alcorn ’59’; Glen Yeakel, 1974, “Stoney” 
and Jeffrey ‘Jake’ Jacob, Theta Chi, ’80.

“We hope alumni, friends and their 
families will spend time on the patio. 
Many will use it to rekindle memories and 
others will find it amusing. It will truly be 
a great place to visit, especially at home-
coming,” said Saraka.

The only brick not yet talked about 
(because the intended recipient has not yet 
seen it) offers a proposal, “XXX, will you 
marry me? Love XXX.” The only thing left 
is waiting to see if the next brick installed 
reads, “Yeah” or “Ney.” The next issue of 
The ROCK magazine will carry an update. 

Those interested in adding their own 
words of wisdom carved in brick, should 
call 724.738.2018 for details.
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If you live in Pennsylvania, you’re 
in good company. That’s because – no 
surprise – there are more SRU graduates 
in the Keystone State than anywhere – 
31,225 to be exact. Ohio, with 1,949, is 
a distant second, and Florida, with 1,870, 
rounds out the top three. No doubt prox-
imity and family keep graduates in the 
state and also in nearby Ohio; Florida’s 
tropical climate lures beach bums south.

Interestingly, however, is the trend of 
graduates widening their geographic limits 
as they enter the workforce. Today, alumni 
can be found in all 50 states and more than 
40 countries around the world. This means 
you’re likely to bump into a graduate any-
where from Hartford to Honolulu and all 
places in-between – even North Dakota, 
which is home to 11 SRU alumni, the least 
of any state. Call it “Outpost 11.”

“We moved from Annapolis seven 
years ago after Gene got a job as the 
athletic director at North Dakota State 
University,” said Catherine Schofield 
Taylor,’ 83, head basketball coach at 
North Dakota State. “Ironically, it 
was right before 9-11 and the whole 
Washington sniper ordeal. It was tough to 
leave because my two brothers and sister 
lived within five miles of us, but the safety 
factor of a small town was pretty appeal-
ing. Here, our kids wander around at the 
basketball games and everybody knows 

‘Outpost 11’ graduates flourish 1,300 miles from home
By Heidi Tyline King

them. It’s hard when we go back home 
because they can’t take off and do what 
they do in Fargo. The people here are also 
so nice. When we moved, our stuff didn’t 
arrive on time, so our neighbors, whom 
we had just met five minutes before, left 
their door open and told us to go ahead 
and help ourselves. We were like, ‘Are 
you kidding me?’ That kind of thing just 
doesn’t happen.”

Almost 1,300 miles from Slippery 
Rock, the state of North Dakota boasts a 
population of 635,867. It’s flat, isolated, 
unbearably cold in the winter and swarm-
ing with mosquitoes in the summer. 
Curious about their reasons for moving to 
the prairie, The ROCK contacted several 
other graduates and asked, “How in the 
world did you end up in North Dakota?”

Jobs attract 
newcomers

Jeffrey Carmichael, ’90, an assistant pro-
fessor of biology at the University of North 
Dakota, moved there for a simple reason. 
“A job. I got here by way of graduate school 
at the University of Georgia, then got a job 
offer that was perfect for what I wanted 
to do,” he said. “My experiences with the 
professors at SRU were really what encour-
aged me to go into teaching. When it comes 
down to it, the fact that I am here doing 
what I do…I owe it all to them.”

Patti J. Kurtz, ’94, assistant professor of 
English at Minot State University, was also 
lured to the state because of her career. “I 
was at Idaho State University after getting 
my master’s at SRU when this job came 
open,” she explained. “I had never been to 
North Dakota until I came for the inter-
view, but I knew from being in Idaho that 
I liked the isolation and the West. This 
ended up being the perfect job – the per-
fect school. Minot State is a little smaller 
than SRU when I was there, so I get to 
teach a lot of different things. And inter-
estingly, Dr. James Strickland’s teaching 
theory courses were a huge influence  
in shaping how I teach writing –  
I even cite some of his ideas and theories to 
my students. Even now, I still find myself 
drawing on things I learned at SRU.”

Here, there and North Dakota

Jeffrey Carmichael, ‘90, University of North Dakota.



      www.SRU.edu      29 

New    

Getting Connected
there are several ways to  
network with former SRU alumni:
•  www.LinkedIn.com: http://

www.lindedin.com/e/
gis/125349/550624413092

•  Facebook SRU Alumni  
Association Global page:  
Go to www.facebook.com and  
type in SRU Alumni Association 
Global page, then follow  
directions to join. Or to go  
http://www.new.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=2255510929

•  Rock Alumni Café:  
http://rockalumnicafe.com

Outdoor life 
appeals to many

When outdoorsmen die, they go to 
North Dakota—at least that’s what John 
and Jill Mazur believe. John Mazur, ’03, 
who works with Ducks Unlimited Chase 
Lake Refuge in Woodworth, moved out for 
the hunting; Jill, an environmental health 
and safety expert at Goodrich, followed a 
year later after graduation. “We moved up 
here for the lifestyle,” Jill says. “John hunts 
and fishes and plays on a softball team, and 
I play on a volleyball team. North Dakota 
is different from Pennsylvania, with more 
fields of crops and dairy farms. It’s flat, 
much colder, and more isolated in some 
parts. It’s a small-town kind of lifestyle.”

Paula Onufray Berg, ’92, is the only 
native of the bunch, and though she lived 

three years outside the state, it was the 
great outdoors that brought her back to 
North Dakota. “When I was growing 
up, we went camping a lot, and I knew I 
didn’t want to work behind a desk,” she 
said. “I became interested in parks and 
recreation, graduated from Mancado State 
University in Mancado, then became 
North Dakota’s first female state park 
ranger and park manager. When I decided 
to get my master’s, I didn’t want to quit 
my job, so I enrolled in the correspon-
dence program at SRU. It took three years 
to complete, but without the recreation 
management program that SRU offered,  
I don’t know if I would have gone on to 
get my master’s. Quitting a full time job to 
be a full-time student was not appealing.”

Great place to 
raise a family 

The Air Force brought Janice Marie 
Sayers, ’73, to North Dakota with her 
family, but after her husband retired, they 
decided to stay because of the family-
friendly atmosphere. “The people here 
– they’re so friendly,” she said. “I have a 
friend who was driving home on Christmas 
Eve and the weather got really bad, so she 
pulled off the road next to a house and 
knocked on the door. They took her in 
– she stayed at their house and celebrated 
Christmas Eve, and the next day, got back 

in her car and drove on home. I don’t know 
if you could do that anywhere else – or if 
you would even think of doing it.”

Sayers admits the decision to stay was 
easier because of her job as a reference 
librarian with the Grand Forks Public 
Library. “As an SRU student, I got a job 
working at the library,” Sayers said. “Then 
when I came here, I got a job at the library 
because of my experience from SRU. I had 
never thought about being a librarian, but 
it was a perfect fit for me – someone who 
has a lot of otherwise useless knowledge 
floating around in my head.”

Did you know North Dakota…
•  Got its nickname, “The Flickertail State,” 

because of the jerks or “flicks” of the tails 
of abundant Richardson ground squirrels 
found throughout the state.

•  Has 70,665 square miles, making it  
the 17th largest in the U.S.

•  Grows more sunflowers than any 
other state.

•  Is either the 39th or 40th state admit-
ted into the Union. Because of a 
rivalry with South Dakota, President 
Harrison ordered the papers be 
shuffled so he wouldn’t know which 
he signed first. The actual order went 
unrecorded; however it is often listed 
as the 39th since it’s common to list 
the Dakotas alphabetically.

Patti Kurtz, ‘94
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Please note that “Class Notes” lists the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class 
Notes,” simply contact us at alumni@sru.edu or go to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. You can also call 1-800-GET-ROCK 
or fax us at 724.738.4784. It is our policy not to publish engagements or pregnancies; however, we publish marriages and births.

(M) - Denotes master’s degree, (F) - Denotes faculty member, (FR) - Denotes friend of the University

Please note that the editorial staff makes every effort to publish the information given to us by alumni as it is received. Due to 
space restrictions in the magazine we sometimes have to edit the information. We are proud of all our alumni and regret having  
to make any revisions. 

ClassNotes
1940s
Charles L. Klausing, ‘48, was 
recently inducted into the WPIAL Hall 
of Fame in recognition of his 54 game 
football winning streak as coach at 
Braddock High School from 1954-1959.  
He is ranked as one of the top 20 win-
ningist coaches in NCAA football his-
tory.  Klausing has also been inducted 
into the College Football Hall of Fame 
in South Bend, IN, eight additional 
Halls of Fame and wrote a book, “Never 
Lost a Game; Time Just Ran Out.”Since 
retirement, Klausing has been adminis-
tering TEAM KLAUSING football camps 
and clinics throughout the United 
States and mentoring coaches.

1960s
Dennis Murray, `63, received an hon-
orary doctorate of pedagogy from St. 
Francis University May 4. The award-
winning educator and superintendent 
of the Altoona Area School District is a 
SRU Trustee.

George Waggoner, `66, was inducted 
into the Lawrence County Sports Hall 
of Fame. George and his wife, Verla, are 
retired and living in Jacksonville, FL.

1970s
Lynne Campisi Cawley, ’73, was 
named Administrator of the Year at 
Nova Southeastern University in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. Cawley is the direc-
tor of alumni affairs at the College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. She and her 
husband, Paul, reside in Boca Raton.

Barbara Ramous, ’75, retired from 
the Los Angeles County Office of 

Education as an adapted physical 
education specialist after 28 years. 
Since retiring, Ramous became an 
ordained minister and was selected 
by Cambridge Publications to be 
included in the “Who’s Who Registry of 
Executives and Professionals.” Friends 
can contact her at 760 Lomita Blvd., 
#140, Harbor City, CA 90710.

Judith Rinier Stewart, ’77, is 
the owner of Stewart’s Farm and 
Greenhouse and grows vegetables and 
flowers for two local farmers’ markets. 

1980s
Rhonda Patterson Jacobs, `80, 
retired from the Department of Energy 
in November 2007 and is now the 
program manager for Geoscientists 
Without Borders which is a humanitar-
ian and community project program that 
will support projects using geophysics 
to improve life in an area of need.

Trent Trees, ’80, received the 2007 
Silver Beaver Award from the Boy 
Scouts of America, Atlanta Area 
Chapter. Trees is the owner of Painting 
By Trees, an interior/exterior painting 
and pressure washing company.

Shellie Davis Waldron, ’80, is senior 
teacher for special education at Hanover 
High School in Mechanicsville, Va.

Matthew Drobnik, ’85, lives in 
Charleston, S.C., and works for the 
Department of Defense with the Space 
and Naval Warfare Systems Command. 

1990s
Heidi Monroe DiGennaro, ’94, is 
a labor and delivery, mother-baby 
and nursery registered nurse at the 

Cleveland Clinic’s Huron Hospital in 
East Cleveland, Ohio. 

Ted Gillgrist, `94, was recently named 
one of the Forty Under 40 for the 
Charleston Regional Business Journal 
in Charleston, SC. The award is given 
to people under the age of 40 who are 
“making their mark with professional 
success and community involve-
ment.” Ted and his wife, Karen Kinsel 
Gillgrist, `95, have three children, 
Kaitlyn 7, Brennan 5, and Ethan 3 and 
have lived in Charleston, SC since 2001.

Sean McCarty, `95, is a middle school 
principal with the Seneca Valley School 
District in Harmony and is currently 
pursuing a doctorate degree.

Bob Ogoreuc, `96, was the first swim-
mer to be inducted into the Indiana 
County Sports Hall of Fame. Ogoreuc is 
an assistant professor in the physical 
education department at Slippery Rock 
University. He also serves as aquatic 
director for the department overseeing 
the scheduling and operation of the 
lifeguards for academic classes.

Sherri Rae, ’96, is the assistant 
director of student activities and 
intercultural affairs at the University of 
Pittsburgh – Johnstown.

Shelly Black Proper, `97, and 
husband opened Angeli Winery in 
Titusville. For information, see the Web 
site www.angeliwiery.com.

Julie Watrous Mateer, ’98, is a 
sixth-grade science teacher in the 
Manheim School District in Lancaster.

2000s
Anne Callanan Petersen, ’03, and 
her husband work for the National 

Park Service on the north rim at Grand 
Canyon National Park.

Matthew Stahl, `05 is a project 
manager on information technol-
ogy projects at the Bank of New 
York Mellon. His wife, Jana 
Venturella Stahl, `05 is an 
elementary teacher. The couple 
reside is Collier Township.

Bobbie Jo Belus, ’06 (M), is 
the director of annual giving within the 
athletics department  
at the United States Military Academy 
at West Point.

Lisa Cifrulak, `06, is a senior area 
supervisor of voice at Busch Gardens 
Europe in Williamsburg where she  
will oversee vocal aspects of all 
shows and not performing. She will, 
however, be performing at Grant’s 
Farm in November.

Jenny Craig, ’06, is the director of  
gift planning at Walsh University in 
North Canton, Ohio.

Frank J. Rizza, ’06, is fitness  
director at the Pocono Family YMCA  
in Stroudsburg.

Married couples  
sought for story
The ROCK wants to tell the sto-
ries of married couples that met 
at SRU for an upcoming edition. 
Please contact Gordon Ovenshine, 
The Rock Editor, at 724.738.4854;   
gordon.ovenshine@sru.edu

SRU ALUMnI ASSOCIATIOn BOARd MEMBERS: 

ExECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
•  Richard Manning, ‘75, 

President

•  eric Holmes, ‘93, Immediate 
Past President

•  bonnie Mcelhaney, ‘63, 
president-elect

•  Kimberley Hudak Jones, ‘96, 
Treasurer

•  christin cunningham Miller, 
‘96, Secretary 
  

ExPIRES 2009 
Lorraine troiano barron, ‘57 
patrick Mooney, ‘61 
nishitha Joyappa, ‘05 
Robert Watson, ‘70 
Samuel Zyroll, ‘78 
  
ExPIRES 2010 
Lisa Mccullough Holmes, ‘88 
Kenneth Hanby, ‘63 
Daniel parr, ‘75 
Marcie popek, ‘96 
bruno Raso, ‘61 
  

ExPIRES 2011 
Don Huddart, ‘87 
chris Hunter, ‘94 
carl Madison, ‘92 
thomas perry, ‘02 
Linda Gordon Williamson, ‘73 
  
William byrnes, ‘61, past 
presidents’ Representative 
  
Ex-OFFICIO 
Robert Smith, President, SRU 
Michael Saraka, ’89, director  
of SRU Alumni Relations, SRU
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‘ Births and Adoptions

Weddings In Memory

CLASS nOteS

Anne Dvoryak Parker ‘29
Alda Liken Johnson ‘31
John Staup ‘33
Grace McCune Kelly ‘35
James Areida ‘37
Evelyn Means Carson ‘37
Kathleen Allison Hogue ‘37
Helen Fergus Barnes ‘38
Anthony Forte ‘42
Robert Herzberger ‘42
Mildred Scowden ‘42
Norman Campbell ‘49
Dolores McDowell McDonald ‘53
Joanne O’Toole ‘53
Robert Hartnett ‘54
Elinore Scott Morea ‘55

1980s
Michele Stefanka, `88, married 
Chuck Potter on July 5. The couple 
resides in Germantown, Md.

1990s
Nicole Spichiger, ’97, married 
Daniel Gough April 12 in Orlando, Fla. 
Spichiger is a biologist for the South 
Florida Water Management District in 
Orlando, Fla.

Jacqui Hedstrom, ’98, married Roy 
Chalhoub August 2. Hedstrom is a tech-
nology specialist for the Clark County 
School District in Las Vegas, Nev.

2000s
 Clint Lingenfelder, ’01, 
and Karen Stanley, ’01, 
were married July 12, 2007, 
at the Walt Disney World 
Resort in Orlando, Fla. The 
Lingenfelders reside in 
Charleston, S.C., where Karen 
is a first grade teacher and 
Clint works for a golf club.

Aubrey Barth Slotten, `02, married 
Jason Slotten, `01 on April 26.

1980s
Gregory Moffett, ’89, and wife 
Jessica announce the birth of their 
daughter, Hailey Elizabeth on June 24.

1990s
Pontus Engstrom, `94, adopted a 
baby girl from China. Kajsa Chunping 
Engstrom joins big sister, Ella, age 7.

Jill Dunston Milla, ’96, and husband, 
German, announce the birth of their 
fourth child, Peyton Cecilia, on Feb. 19.

Sean McCarty, `95, and 
wife, Angie, welcomed their 
third child, Grace Elizabeth, 
November 29, 2007. 

Bryan Bentz, ‘97, and wife, 
Melanie, announce the birth of 
their son, Braydon Scott Bentz, 
May 1. Andrew Seder, ’98, and 

Jen Seder announce the birth of their son, 
Adam Paul, in August.

Christopher Housenick, ’99, and 
Danielle Sherosky Housenick, ’99, 
announce the birth of their first child, 
Paige Elena, in October 2007.

Rachel Abbs O’Malley, ‘99, 
announces the birth of Aidan Thomas 
O’Malley, July 22. Aidan joins big sister, 
Grace, age 6.

Halee McCain Sikorski, ‘99 and 
Michael Sikorski, `03, announce the 

Kelly Lewis, ’04, and Derrek Tiffany 
were married May 13 in Bellingham, 
Wash. Lewis is employed as a personal 
assistant to the owner of a chain of Thai 
restaurants.

Dana Kelly, 
`05 and David 
Kindelberger, 
`05, were 
married July 
20, 2007 in 
Pittsburgh. Dana 
is a special edu-
cation teacher 
and David is a health/physical educa-
tion teacher at the same middle school 
in Cary, NC. David is also a Real Estate 
Agent with Reality World Partners. 

Matthew Stahl, `05 and Jana 
Venturella, `05, were married on June 
14. The couple resides in Collier Township.

Rachel Seeman, `07 and Nathan 
Collins, `07, were married on June 21, 
2008. The couple resides in Ohio where 
Rachel is working on her master’s degree 
in mass communication. Nathan is a 
graphic designer for a small advertising 
business based in Maryland.

Benjamin Barrett, ‘04, ‘06 married 
Andi Rose, ‘07 om June 7, 2008 in 
Wheeling West Virginia.

birth of Gavin Michael Sikorski born May 
31. Gavin joins his big sister Mylee age 11.

Matt North, `99 and Jen Mehall North, 
`04, announce the birth of their first child, 
Elizabeth Claire North, on May 23.

2000s
Marsha Belt Radkowski, ’00, and 
husband Matthew welcomed their sec-
ond son, Erik Lee Radkowski, June 5. Erik 
joins big brother Adam, age 15 months.

Joseph Vojtas, ’01, and Emily Eich 
Vojtas, ’01, announce the birth of their 
second son, Jacob Robert, on June 1. 
Jacob and his brother, Joey, age 2, are 
the grandsons of Jim Eich, ‘71, and his 
wife, Joyce, and the nephews of Alissa 
Eich Mote ‘95, Holly Eich, ‘97, and 
SRU sophomore, Jim Eich III.

Beth Walters 
Hartle (‘02) and 
husband, Dustin, 
announce the birth 
of their first child, 
Nathan James 
Hartle, born May 
7, 2008

Tracy Sherman, ’04, announces the 
birth of her daughter, Jaelynn Ivelisse 
Perez, June 23. 

Dana Kelly, `05 and David 
Kindelberger, `05, announce the birth 
of Noah David Kindelberger on July 19.

Freda Thompson ‘59
Darrell Matheus ‘61
Dorothy Carlson Wilhelm ‘61
Edward Luksik ‘62
Susan Baum Sullivan ‘63
Sandra Hares Richards ‘67
Richard Piotrowski ‘68
Sara Yaple Shoulis ‘68
Cathy Cadwallader Miller ‘70
James Wilson ‘72
Charles Eury ‘73
Judith Ann Shaw Novelly ‘83
Doreen Hann ‘85

Sara Edna King – Retired Library 
Faculty

Upcoming alumni events
■  Women’s Soccer Family, Friends  

and Alumni Reunion
Date: Oct. 25, 2008, 2-9 p.m.
For alumni and friends of the women’s soccer program. Cheer 
The Rock to victory then enjoy a fun picnic at the Ski Lodge.

■  Veterans Day Ceremony
Date: Nov. 11, 2008, 11:11 a.m. to noon
Join faculty, staff, students and alumni as we honor those vet-
erans who served their country. All alumni are invited to attend. 
Light refreshments served after the ceremony. 

■  Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
Date: Nov. 16, 2008, noon to 4 p.m.
“Mobsters, Molls and Marinara,” written by Mystery’s Most 
Wanted Cast from Pittsburgh. Cost is only $25 per ticket and 
includes appetizer, full dinner, dessert and refreshments.

■  Canary Islands and Morocco Cruise
Date: Dec. 10, 2008, 8 a.m. to Dec. 21, 2008, 6 p.m.
pennsylvania State System of Higher education Alumni  
and Friends Travel Program.

■  Southern Caribbean Cruise
Date: Jan. 25, 2009, 8 a.m. to Feb. 1, 2009, 6 p.m.
pennsylvania State System of Higher education Alumni  
and Friends Travel Program.

■  CASE ASAP District II Conference
Date: Feb. 6, 2009, 8 a.m. to Feb. 8, 2009 6 p.m. 
Slippery Rock University is hosting the council for the 
Advancement and Support of education’s Affiliated Student 
Advancement Programs’ annual conference. The event is  
for all college students and their advisers who are members  
of District II.

■  Pittsburgh Pops Alumni Event
Date: February 15, 2009, 2:30-5 p.m.
Marvin and Music of Jerome Kern. Ticket, transportation and 
alumni reception provided to those alumni interested. Different 
ticket pricing options available.
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Advancement
News

Nike, the Oregon-based footwear com-
pany, has paid tribute to women’s basket-
ball coach C. Vivian Stringer, a 1970 and 
1973 Slippery Rock University graduate, 
by naming a child development center 
after her. The facility includes a wing for 
toddlers called The Rock.

nike honors SRU graduate with building
center also includes the Stoner Family 
Lobby. Stoner is Stringer’s maiden name 
and recognizes her five siblings, Jack, Tim 
Verna, Madeline and Richelle. The con-
ference room is named Vivian and Bill’s, 
in honor of Stringer’s late husband.

Two adjoining courtyards acknowledge 
Stringer’s parents, Thelma and Charles 
Stoner. Another pair of courtyards rec-
ognize Stringer’s late father-in-law Pascal 
and mother-in-law Marian Stringer. Four 
playgrounds adorn the outside grounds. 
Three of the play facilities are named for 
Stringer’s three children, David, Justin 
and Nina. The fourth is named for 
Keonte Williams, Stringer’s niece. 

Stringer, a physical education graduate 
from SRU, is a member of the Women’s 
Basketball Hall of Fame and a National 
Coach of the Year. She was the assis-
tant coach for the women’s 2004 U.S. 
Olympic team, which won a Gold Medal 
in Athens. 

Stringer described her years at SRU as 
“the most exciting time of my life.” Her 
late husband is a 1968 SRU graduate.

Stringer began her illustrious coach-
ing career at Cheyney State in 1971. She 

compiled a 251-51 ledger in 12 seasons, 
taking the Lady Wolves to the first-ever 
women’s basketball national champion-
ship game in 1982.  Stringer was at the 
helm at the University of Iowa from 
1983-1995, reaching the Final Four  
in 1993.

Stringer has led Rutgers to two  
Final Four appearances during her 
13-year tenure (2000, 2007). In 2000, 
she became the first coach – male or 
female – to take three different programs 
to the Final Four. This past season, 
Stringer became just the third women’s 
coach and the ninth coach overall to 
record 800 wins. 

“I am blessed to have had success and 
I know without so many phenomenal 
people in my life, it would not have been 
possible to win 100 games much less 
800,” Stringer said. “I cannot imagine 
ever doing anything other than teaching 
young women which makes this center 
even more special to me.”

The Stringer Center utilizes a “green” 
design. Nike used 80 percent recycled 
materials and included solar panels to 
minimize energy consumption.The 35,000-square-foot C. Vivian 

Stringer Child Development Center in 
Beaverton, Or. houses 26 classrooms and 
will provide learning opportunities for 
300 children ages six months to five. Nike 
dedicated the building in September.

“I am tremendously touched by 
this amazing honor from Nike,” said 
Stringer, head women’s basketball coach 
for Rutgers University. “I am a fairly 
humble person and have a hard time 
accepting accolades so this (a building 
named in my honor) has hit me very 
hard. Coaching is my passion and so 
many individuals have touched my life 
personally and professionally, helping me 
reach goals I never imagined.”

Nike divided the building into four 
wings honoring Stringer’s profes-
sional associations: infants (Scarlet 
Knights), toddlers (The Rock), transition 
(Hawkeyes) and preschool (Wolves). The 
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Rhoda Taylor, professor emeritus of biology, SRU
Home:  Slippery Rock 

Age:   72

Profession:   Retired biology professor, artist.

Hobbies:  My major hobby is fiber art. I make fabric art wall hangings.  
I have sewed, knitted, crocheted, embroidered almost all of my  
life, but in 2002 I began taking quilting classes at SRU’s  Learning 
in Retirement and started making wall hangings. Early in 2007,  
I joined the Fiberarts Guild of Pittsburgh and began taking 
workshops from nationally known fiber artists, learning to dye, 
discharge and embellish my own fabrics. I began to enter my work 
in juried art shows and have had pieces accepted and exhibited at 
the Hoyt Institute. for Fine Arts in New Castle, a Fiberarts Guild 
Members Show at the Borelli-Edwards (BE) Gallery in Pittsburgh, 
and at the FE Gallery in Pittsburgh at its “In the Making: 250 
Years/250 Artists.” I also enjoy traveling and have visited about  
50 countries.

Great   Becoming a recognized artist.
accomplishment: 

Why I give:   I sponsor the Rhoda Evans Taylor Endowed Scholarship. It pro-
vides $1,500 a year to a non-traditional, female science student.  
I wanted to do something for the University and for female  
science students who are returning to or beginning college at an 
older age, who often have a family and may be single moms  
with little sources of support. 

Advancement launches 
Campus Family Campaign 

When Robert Lagnese opened his pledge 
material for the Campus Family 

Campaign, he didn’t have to 
think twice about whether he 
would give. Lagnese, director 
of orientation at Slippery 
Rock University, said par-
ticipating in the campaign is 
his way of giving something 

back to the University for all 
the benefits he’s enjoyed while 

working here.
“Slippery Rock University is a great 

place to work,” he said. “My gift will help 
ensure students can attend SRU and reach 
their personal and professional goals while 
they are at the University.”

The campaign is the first campus-
wide fund-raising program targeting 
faculty and staff in more than 10 years. 
Participants may choose to designate 
their gift to support scholarships, 
their own department or a program of 
their choice, said Tracy Allison, from 
University Advancement.

“We, as a campus family, want to pro-
mote unity and Rock Pride, and we want 
to show that every dollar counts,” said 
Allison, manager of the Annual Fund. 
“The size of the gift doesn’t matter. We 
want people to see that all of our money 
added up can do great things.”

Mary Purdy, a Bailey Library technician 
and University employee for 21 years, 
made a contribution to the campaign as 
well. Her daughter, stepdaughter, mother-
in-law and brother graduated from SRU. 
She believes in SRU’s mission of provid-
ing an affordable education.

“I have a daughter who attended,” she 
said, “and I know as a single parent how 
much help students need. The expense 
of college can be a burden for a lot of 
families. My contribution will provide 
scholarship assistance to deserving 
young people.”

Bruce Russell, dean of the college 
of Business, Information and Social 
Sciences and Carol Holland, associate 
professor Counseling Center, are the 
CFC program co-chairs. They are lead-
ing a team of departmental level orga-
nizers whose goals are to spread enthusi-
asm and encourage support within  
that department.

In an effort to make giving to the 
campaign as easy as possible, partici-
pants may opt for payroll deduction or 
make a one-time gift, Allison said. 
Contributions not earmarked for a  

specific program can be marked unre-
stricted and be distributed to the area of 
greatest need, Allison said. 

Allison said 26 percent of SRU employ-
ees currently give to the University. 
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     alking about Ryan Campbell’s health improvements is a bit     
         like finding a best-kept secret coffee shop. Half of you can’t 
wait to share it with friends and the other half wants to keep it for 
yourself to enjoy. In this case, sharing the good news is wonderful.

Ryan, diagnosed with autism as a toddler, has shown remark-
able physical and social gains by participating in the equine-
assisted riding programs at Slippery Rock University’s Storm 
Harbor Equestrian Center. The 11-year-old holds his body more 
erect. His muscles strengthened, he smiles a lot, competes in 
sports and exudes self-confidence.

“So many things have happened that we absolutely had no 
idea would happen through therapeutic riding,” said Kathleen 
Strickland, his grandmother and an SRU professor of English. 
“Riding horses has become something important in Ryan’s life, 
and he has become quite good at it. His bedroom is even deco-
rated with a horse theme.” 

Storm Harbor has filled a 
countywide treatment need for 
children with autism, Strickland 
said. “When Ryan was first diag-
nosed with autism, there really 
were few support services in 
Butler County,” she said. “The 
first advice we were given was, 
‘move to Allegheny County.’ 
We’re just so thankful that we 
were able to find just what Ryan 
needs right here at home.”

Tuesday is Ryan’s big night of the week. He sometimes 
spends as much as an hour at Storm Harbor riding horses. He 
cues the horse, steers with the reigns and practices different rid-
ing techniques, although he still needs the minimal aid of a side 
walker, a person who walks beside him to ensure safety while 
riding. He also participates in SRU-hosted Special Olympics 

Boy with autism  
rides to healthier life    Grandma’spride and joy

Equestrian Team practices to get ready for a state competition. 
The work has improved his coordination, socialization and 
empathy for the animals. 

“In the beginning, we were hoping that riding would help his 
gross motor skills,” Strickland said. “He had a very difficult time 
with posture. His large muscles were weak and underdeveloped. 
He couldn’t run like other children. Of course we are thrilled 
with the physical gains that he is making, but all kinds of things 
are happening that we weren’t prepared for. He really didn’t fit in 
anywhere in school when it came to organized sports. He couldn’t 
participate in typical games like baseball and soccer. Now Ryan 
plays kickball, and even the P.E. teacher notices a difference in  
his abilities.”

Ryan’s strides show the impact of financial giving to SRU. 
Kathleen and husband James Strickland, also an SRU English  

faculty member, have contributed 
to a number of programs for more 
than 20 years. Storm Harbor 
became their latest goodwill venture 
because of Ryan and the center’s 
focus on improving the lives of 
those with disabilities.

“It’s always been important to 
Jim and me to support Slippery 
Rock University,” Kathleen 
Strickland said. “We’ve supported 
tuition and athletic scholarships 

through payroll deduction for years. We have always made the 
University a part of what we do because we believe in the mission 
of the University and we want to support students. I wish more 
people, including faculty, would step forward.”

Laura Campbell, Ryan’s mother and an SRU graduate, is proud 
of Ryan’s riding achievements and is thrilled that this opportunity 
is available at the University.

T

“Storm Harbor is making a difference in 
so many childrens’ lives. I am definitely 
grateful to the staff and all the people 
who donate their time and money to help 
keep this program going.”

 – Laura Campbell, ’95 and ’01 
Ryan’s mother
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“Storm Harbor has been a wonderful program for Ryan for 
many reasons. He has become more aware of his body, posture and 
balance and feels proud of his accomplishments,” said Campbell, 
a ’95 and ’01 graduate. “Storm Harbor is making a difference in 
so many childrens’ lives. I am definitely grateful to the staff and to 
all the people who donate their time and money to help keep this 
program going.”

One point to keep in mind with Storm Harbor, Strickland said, is 
the facility also supports student learning, especially for those in SRU’s 
adapted physical activity program. University students gain clinical 
experience and, like a journalism student who writes for the campus 
newspaper, they graduate with better credentials for employment.

“The money we’re giving not only helps student learning, but 
it also helps in the lives of these children and their families. I see 
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“It’s very expensive to raise a child with 
a disability. At Storm Harbor, we make 
sure there are scholarships for every 
child with financial need who comes 
here to participate in therapeutic riding.

– Kathleen Srickland

Slippery Rock University doing more and more of this, with our 
Kids in Action program and Sensory Lab. We’re becoming very 
integrated in the community working toward improving the lives 
of those with disabilities like autism.”

Strickland urges others to get involved. “It’s very expensive 
to raise a child with a disability. At Storm Harbor, we make 
sure there are scholarships for every child with financial need 
who comes here to participate in therapeutic riding. Hopefully, 
no child will ever be turned away,” she said. “All this is taken 
care of through donations. Although the University has been 
wonderful and supports Storm Harbor in all kinds of ways, the 
programs rely a great deal on the generosity of donors. When 
you support Storm Harbor financially, you can actually see your 
donations paying off.”

Kathleen Strickland Grandson Ryan with Courtney Gramlich, manager of Storm Harbor Equestrian Center. 
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goals’
STUDENT-ATHLETES REMEMBER 

‘It’s all about 

‘Forgotten Angels’ of Haiti

Day 1
Day 2

Day 3

Day 4
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For a group of nine Rock student-athletes and their three adult 
chaperones, a humanitarian trip to Haiti this past summer was all 
about goals. Not the kind scored in athletic competition. Rather, 
the type that tug at your heartstrings, bring tears to your eyes and 
make you a better person.

“The whole idea of SRU Athletes For Forgotten Angels came 
about six months ago with a vision to help disadvantaged children 
all over the world,” said Noreen Herlihy, Rock women’s soccer 
head coach and AFFA adviser. “Traveling to Haiti was our inau-
gural mission and who would have thought we could have pulled 
it all together in a relatively short span of time.”

But pull it together they did, organizing a series of activities 
that helped raise $18,000 to cover expenses for the trip and to 
purchase hygiene and school supplies for children living at an 
orphanage in Cap Haitian. 

There were many cooks in the kitchen for this project, which 
was done in conjunction with the Missionary Flights International 
organization. “The support of our families, loved ones and friends, 
the other members of the AFFA group who were not able to make 
this trip, those in the SRU community who helped in our efforts 
and others made this all possible,” Herlihy 
said. “We thank them from the bottoms of 
our hearts.

“Together, we were able to bring a smile 
to the faces of a lot of children in Haiti,” 
she said.

Helping Herlihy oversee the opera-
tion were Matt Thompson, head men’s 
soccer coach, and Julie Manfred, an 

SRU alumna and CCO of the campus chapter of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes.

On hand to deliver the final product to Haiti were nine Rock 
student-athletes. That roster consisted of Lisa Belcastro (field hockey/
Doylestown); Andrea Campbell (women’s volleyball/Felton); Patrick 
Cormac (men’s soccer/Plymouth, England); Jeremy Deighton (men’s 
soccer/Broadview Heights, OH); Steffani Gravely (women’s soccer/
Philadelphia); Courtney Hoover (women’s soccer/Warwick Valley, 
NY); Jackie Palus (women’s basketball/Independence, OH); Lara 
Rizzi (women’s tennis/Irwin); and Linda Schirmeister (women’s soc-
cer/London, England)

Having completed the trip, Gravely said she would give the 
following advice to anyone heading for Haiti. “Go with an open 
mind. You can’t have an idea of what you’re going to see because 
your idea’s going to get completely shattered.”

Group overcomes culture shock
In the span of a relatively short four-hour airplane flight, the 

group went from a comfortable hotel room in Fort Pierce, Fla.   – 
one of the most affluent areas of the Sunshine State – to the heat, 
humidity and poverty of Haiti.

“When we landed [at Cap Haitian Airport] in 
Haiti, we saw people walking 

around in jeans and 
long pants. But we 
were sweating as soon 
as we stepped off the 

plane,” Gravely said.
The arrival also had 

an emotional impact on 
the group of Americans. 

Not even the best of pre-
trip planning could have 
prepared the group for 
what they would find.

‘Forgotten Angels’ of Haiti
“Although from different cultures, different races and 
different religious affiliations, we came together as one 
through the universal language of sports”.

– Noreen Herlihy 

Day 6

Day 5
Day 7
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“The whole flight, we were talking and bantering back and forth,” 
said Schirmeister, from London, England. “When we landed, we 
were excited. Then we got off the plane and into the back of a pickup 
truck for our 45-minute ride to where we would be staying.

“The whole ride, all you heard was ‘Wow’ and ‘Oh, my God …’ 
Schirmeister said.

“We saw pictures before we left,” Hoover said, “but we didn’t real-
ize they have absolutely nothing.”

 “The amazing thing to all of us,” Gravely added, “was that 
even though they live in this extreme poverty they are still smiling 
all the time and they still love each other and want to be friends 
with each other.”

“The Haitian people are a unique people,” Herlihy said.  
“They live with a grace that is remarkable despite the horrors  
that surround them. Polite and respectful and so very proud, they 
are truly a lesson to mankind. The children, who so often laugh 
and play, seem to have a glow inside them. Their smile can light 
up a room.”

“They have nothing, but, when they do get something, they 
are willing to share it with others,” Gravely added. “That’s what 
kept us going and wanting to do as much for them as we could in 
the short time we were there.”

“Just to give a child a simple thing like a crayon made them 
happier than anything you could ever imagine,” Schirmeister 
said. “We thought they would be grateful for us to be there, but 
for them to share what little they had with us was really what 
motivated us to do more, to do as much as we could for them.”

In addition to delivering much-needed everyday supplies such 
as toothbrushes and toothpaste, the group also helped with  

children’s English, reading, writing and algebra lessons – which 
proved to be somewhat of a challenge. “Very few of the children 
spoke English, and those that did spoke broken English,”  
Gravely said.

“But we were fine,” Schirmeister added, “because we all  
spoke the universal language of sports. We could show them 
what we wanted them to do and where to be and they picked it 
up right away.”

Most of the group’s time and efforts 
revolved around an orphanage, on 
which construction was started in 2001 
but has not yet been completed. As is 
their nature, rather than complain, the 
Haitian people simply say the project is 
“in God’s hands.”

The AFFA group also helped out in 
a health clinic, a facility at which they 
found it “nothing short of miraculous 
that they can actually treat people 
there, especially the very sick,” in the 
words of Herlihy. “The cost of a visit 
is 65 U.S. cents and yet the doctor 
there said people struggle to pay. Many 
people come here after hours of travel on foot and then may have 
to wait all day before they are seen by the doctor.”

A drastic change in the price of food in recent months has 
resulted in people suffering even more. 

Most Haitian babies are delivered at home. To help prepare for 
the births, the doctor provides them with the simplest set of sup-
plies: a sheet of paper so the newborn is not put on the mud floor, 
rubber gloves, a rag to wipe away the fluids, two pieces of string 

to tie the umbilical chord, a razor blade to cut it and a piece of 
gauze to wrap around the baby to stop the bleeding. “We hate 
to sound like a broken record,” Herlihy said, “but the poverty 
there and the conditions these people live in is heart-wrench-

ing. Pictures can merely offer a glimpse of it all.”
“Once you see the situation for yourself, it 
changes your perspective on life,” Schirmeister 
said. “It was truly a life-changing experience.”

Despite what most of us would consider doom 
and gloom, the Haitian people love to sing.

“Any culture’s, all as one, in a tiny Haitian 
classroom,” Herlihy said.

The Haitian children were also fascinated 
by the accents and cultures of the AFFA 
group, Herlihy with her Irish heritage and 
United Kingdom natives Schirmeister and 
Thompson with their true English accents.

“We almost forgot, the group and their 
newly found friends also played soccer 
… a lot of soccer,” she said.

After the final game played during 
the trip – a friendly Haitians vs. Guest 
Players match that drew a large crowd 

of spectators and ended in a 3-3 tie – a 
prayer was given in which the AFFA 
group was thanked for the joy brought to 
the local people.

“once you see the 
situation for your-
self, it changes 
your perspective on 
life,” Schirmeister 
said. “It was truly 
a life-changing 
experience.”
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“What they truly failed to realize,” Herlihy said, “was they 
gave us the joy, which we made sure to tell them through our 
translator.”

What followed left an indelible mark in the memories of the 
AFFA group.

“As we were walking off the field, we realized none of our boys 
had shirts on their backs,” Schirmeister said. “Soon, we had given 
away almost everything we were wearing. Shoes, sweatbands, dirty 
socks … everything was like gold to those kids.”

It was at that moment that the tears started flowing.
“It was like we had brought so much already, but we had so 

much more we could still give them,” Schirmeister said. “We 
had some peanut butter and a loaf of bread left. That was one 
of the biggest meals those kids have ever had.”

Would the participants make the trip again?
“In a heartbeat,” Gravely, Hoover and Schirmeister 

exclaimed simultaneously.
“I can’t stop talking about the trip and the kids in Haiti,” 

Gravely said. “They made such a lasting impression on all of us.”
Several members of the AFFA group continue to corre-

spond regularly with their new friends.
“What we have learned from this trip is simple,” Herlihy 

said. “The most empowering things in the world don’t cost 
us anything  – time spent with others less fortunate, whether 
in Haiti or in your own neighborhood, time spent with a 
child, compassion, respect and, most of all, love.

“We know we have a responsibility to look out for our 
fellow human beings. We are our brother’s keepers.

“We will never forget the people of Haiti,” Herlihy con-
tinued, “and we certainly won’t forget the children we came 
to know and love. Although from different cultures, different 
races and different religious affiliations, we came together as 
one through the universal language of sports.

“We arrived as strangers and left as friends. There is no 
greater feeling for all involved.”

You see, it’s all about goals. 
Chalk this one up as a victory.
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the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame celebrated 
its 25th anniversary Sept. 20 with the induc-
tion of the Class of 2008.

the newest members of the Hall included 
an All-World softball player, a pair of All-
America performers, one of the most suc-
cessful collegiate volleyball coaches in the 
nation and two all-conference performers.

Also honored during the ceremonies were 
six women credited with being the pioneers 
of the SRU women’s athletic program.

Included in the group of pioneers were 
Wilma Cavill, Dr. Anne Griffiths, Dr. Martha 
Haverstick, Dr. Marie Wheaton, Carolyn 
Williams and Dr. Patricia Zimmerman.

the 2008 inductees into the Hall included:

■  Walter Esser, who earned first-team 
all-conference honors as a member of 
the Rock men’s soccer program and set 
a state record in the pole vault competi-
tion as a track and field student-athlete. 
A three-sport student-athlete, he was a 
member of both the gymnastics and track 
and field teams for all four seasons of his 
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collegiate eligibility and played three sea-
sons of soccer competition. Esser served 
as co-captain of both the soccer and 
track and field teams, as well as Student 
Government president, in his senior year. 
Following graduation from SRU, esser 
was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Marine Corps. He was awarded a 
bronze Star, six Air Medals, a Vietnamese 
cross of Gallantry and numerous cam-
paign ribbons during the Vietnam War.

■  Lori Way Gulati, who earned all-
region and All-America honors in her 
final three seasons of collegiate lacrosse 
competition and was a four-time All-
pennsylvania State Athletic conference 
performer. A four-year letter winner at 
SRU, she was selected to play for the USA 
national Lacrosse team three consecutive 
seasons (1989-91). Following graduation 
from SRU, Gulati taught part-time at an 
American school in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
and served as an assistant coach at Great 
Valley High School in Malvern, Pa.

■  Rita Belavic Harrell walked onto 
the Rock women’s basketball team and, 
as a senior, helped lead the team to a 
perfect 11-0 record in 1975. Her suc-
cess at SRU led to an invitation to play 
basketball in Germany and to participate 
in the 1976 Olympic Trials. Following 
graduation, Harrell was a member of 
four United States Slowpitch Softball 
Association (USSSA) world champion-
ship teams and earned All-World team 
honors in 1976.

■  Blair S. Hildebrand earned first-
team all-conference honors in 1947 as 
a member of The Rock football team. 
He was a three-year member of the 
team and served as team captain in his 
senior season. His collegiate career was 
interrupted from 1942-46 by service in 
the U.S. Marines. Following graduation 
from SRU, Hildebrand served 36 years 
as athletic director and supervisor 
of the health and physical education 
department at Oil City High School. He 
also served as director of the District 
10 high school wrestling tournament 
and was inducted into the pennsylvania 
Wrestling coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in 1981.

■  Bridget Sheehan was a four-year 
member of the Rock volleyball program 
and served as team captain in her senior 
season. Following graduation from SRU, 
Sheehan is currently in her 22nd season 
as head volleyball coach at Allegheny 
college in Meadville, where she has 
compiled a 533-239 career record. 
Allegheny’s all-time leader in career 
wins, she ranks 13th in the ncAA in total 
wins, 55th in win percentage (.625) and 
eighth in wins among active Division III 
coaches. Sheehan was named as the 
1987 ncAA east Region “coach of the 
year” and earned north coast Athletic 
conference “coach of the year” honors 
in 1987 and 1990.

■  Jerry Skocik earned churchmen, 
Kodak, nAIA and Associated press (Ap) 
All-America honors as a member of the 
Rock football team. A three-year letter 
winner, he was a team co-captain and set 
the school record with seven pass recep-
tions in one game in 1975. 

SRU HALL OF FAME
Celebrates Silver Anniversary

(From left:) Blair Hildebrand, Rita Belavic Harrell, Jerry Skocik, Bridget Sheehan, Walter Esser and Lori Way 
Gulati are members of the silver anniversary Class of 2008 inducted into the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame.

 •  With the addition of the Class of 2008, the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame now includes 156 
former Rock student-athletes, coaches, administrators and supporters.

 •  The Hall’s inaugural induction ceremony was in 1984.

 •  For more information on the SRU Athletic Hall of Fame, please go to http://www.rock-
athletics.com and click on the “Hall of Fame” link on the left side of the main webpage, 
or call the SRU Athletic Office at 724.738.2021.
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Criminology faculty member David Champion joined The Rock in 2004. He co-founded the criminology program 
and serves as coordinator. Champion received his doctorate in criminology from Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
in 2001 and has published a book as well as several articles and reviews. His research interests include criminal 
psychology and offender treatment. 

A COnVERSATIOn WItH …

Q: What does criminology encompass 
as an academic field? 

A: Criminology spans the study of the crim-
inal justice system, which includes police, 
courts and corrections, as well as theories of 
crime causation and the impact of crime on 
society. It spins off into several specialties, 
such as juvenile justice, community policing, 
restorative justice, and various other facets of 
crime and the social control of crime. I often 
tell my students that criminology is the study 
of the evil that men (and women) do and 
society’s reaction to it. 

Q: SRU has 239 criminology majors. 
Why is it increasing so quickly?

A: People have always been fascinated by 
the darker side of human nature and the 
role of social control in dealing with these 
aspects of society. We are also constantly 
exposed to rapidly changing contemporary 
events that range from the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks to women killing other women 
to steal their unborn children to campus 
and school shootings. To one degree or 
another, these events heighten awareness  
of the importance of achieving a semblance 
of safety and security.

Q: What distinguishes SRU’s program? 

A: Our program has a specialization in com-
munity corrections, which is an emerging 
trend in criminal justice because of skyrock-
eting incarceration rates and Pennsylvania 
policy platforms that emphasize offender 
re-entry. We also offer our courses online. In 
addition, we have courses such as criminal 
investigations (with a University building 
we use as a “crime house”) and community 
corrections that involve hands-on experience 
and service activities. 

Q: What are the up and coming 
employment opportunities?

A: Several sources indicate job mounting 
opportunities in law enforcement, private 

investigations/security, probation and 
parole, juvenile treatment, corrections, 
offender re-entry, and other criminal 
justice tracks. We have a campus job fair 
every year as well as an internship program 
to help students decide upon a career.

Q: When teaching, how do you discuss 
controversial issues such as the death 
penalty without imposing your own 
viewpoint on students? 

A: I try to avoid imposing my personal 
point of view on students. I try to get 
them to look at a position from various 
viewpoints and to use critical thinking on 
the various arguments associated with a 
particular issue. I encourage students to be 
informed and thoughtful citizens no mat-
ter what direction their opinions may take.

Q: What would you change about the 
U.S. justice system?

A: I would like to see less incarceration 
for non-violent offenders, and more 
alternative sentencing measures used for 
them so they could pay their societal debt 
without taking up prison space, which 
should be used for the chronically violent 
predators. I would also like to see an 
expansion of “stand your ground” laws so 
people could use deadly force to protect 
themselves from violent crimes without 
being prosecuted themselves. 

Q: What trends in crime especially 
concern you?

A: The “CSI effect” is troubling. There 
seems to be a trend where jurors tend to 
believe that there will be this tremendous 
wealth of physical evidence at every crime 
scene and they may tend to hold the pros-
ecution to unrealistically high expectations 
to produce mountains of trace evidence in 
trial. It’s fine to hold the prosecution to the 
standard of “beyond reasonable doubt.”  
That is their job. But jurors should also 

consider testimonial and circumstantial 
evidence in weighing their decisions.

Q: Is America less safe or does the media 
promote fear with excessive coverage?

A: The question of whether America is 
more or less safe is very difficult to answer, 
because the FBI Uniform Crime Reports 
and other traditional reporting systems 
cannot give us the whole story.  Much 
depends on the individual circumstances 
of our own lives: where we live, who our 
associates are, our lifestyles, our habits, 
and so on. I believe that media tends to 
construct much of our reality and shapes 
our perceptions of society to the extent that 
it becomes background noise. We eventu-
ally accept whatever we are told without 
questioning the veracity of the message. 

Q: Do you have a hero?

A: My dad. He is a retired emeritus pro-
fessor of music from Buffalo State College 
and is a tremendously talented musician. 
He is also the most moral and decent man 
I have ever known. 

Q: What might surprise people about you?

A: I was an art major as an undergraduate.

A Conversation with…  
   David R. Champion

Q&A  
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SnApSHOTS

Mascot fever! 
Rocky, a leader with confidence, personality (and a tail), is always ready to get his 

furry head into the game. Now he is spreading Rock Pride beyond the confines of campus 
through special appearances and video work.

Rocky’s biggest goodwill outing occurred during “SRU night” at pnc park, home of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates professional baseball team. Hundreds of SRU faculty members, staff, 
students and alumni watched the Pirates play the Cincinnati Reds.

The Reds won the game but Rock Pride carried the night. Edward Bucha, executive 
director of the SRU Foundation, threw out the first pitch to his 16-year-old son Blaise. 
More than 22,000 fans went home with a Pirates/SRU T-shirt.

Rocky handed out SRU bracelets at Kennywood amusement park, awarded  graduation 
diplomas at a preschool graduation and participated in new recruitment video.
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SRU Alumni Association  
dedicates University showpiece

The facility, in the center of the his-
toric quad, includes a nearly 3,000 square 
foot, $600,000 addition for receptions, 
conferences, meetings and class reunions. 
The grand reception room can be divided 
into two smaller rooms with a retractable, 
soundproof wall.

Each room features state-of-the art 
technology for presentations. While 
nearly 2,000 alumni and friends donated, 
several rooms honor major contributors 
who graduated from SRU.  Signature 
rooms included the Jeannie Powell 
Furrie Reception Room, the Wise Family 
Sunroom and expanded Sally Lennox 

A dream came true recently when more 
than 125 SRU alumni, faculty mem-
bers and staff gathered to rededicate the 
expanded Russell Wright Alumni House and 
Conference Center. Rock pride was evident 
in the toasts and comments from enthusiastic 
graduates, many of whom contributed their 
resources to make the expansion possible.

“For alumni, this creates a great sense 
of belonging,” said Sam Zyroll, ’78, an 
alumni association board member and past 
president. “As a graduate, before we had the 
house, I always thought, ‘where do you go?’ 
This is the culmination of all that stuff and 
is a showpiece for the University.”

Patio, the Watson Family Conference 
Room and Darrell Hess Entrance Way.

Rededication speakers included Robert 
Smith, SRU president, Barbara Ender, vice 
president for University Advancement, 
Richard Manning, ’75, president of the 
Alumni Association, Michael Saraka, ’89, 
director of Alumni Relations and Zyroll.

The facility is named for the late Russell 
Wright, ’23, the team physician for the 
Detroit Tigers major league baseball team 
and the Detroit Pistons of the National 
Basketball Association. He contributed 
$100,000 to construct the original alumni 
building in 1998.
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I am

Ron Peluso, ’72,  
speech and theatre 

Artistic Director of History Theatre, Saint Paul, Minn. 

DAY JOB: I’m in my 14th season as the artistic director of History theatre in  
Saint Paul. It’s a great gig! I commission new work about Minnesota and the 
Midwest – real stories about real people. I work with nationally known play-
wrights, professional actors and direct many of the shows. My wife, Sue Scott, 
is a regular comic actor on Garrison Keillor’s A Prairie Home Companion. 

MOONLIGHT: Occasionally, I direct shows out of state, most recently our 
original hit musical “beyond the Rainbow: Judy Garland at carnegie Hall” at 
Florida Stage in West palm beach and at Riverside theater in Vero beach…
ah, winters in Florida! I don’t do any acting…not since my less-than-brilliant 
performance in “Angel Street” in Miller Auditorium. 

INFLUENCE OF SRU: One of two great learning experiences at the Rock came 
under freshman basketball coach Mel “Mad Mel” Hankinson in ’68-’69. His 
Spartan-like approach to the game taught us – skinny 18 year olds – how to 
demand the most from ourselves as we grew into manhood. However, my 
skills on the court were limited, and one night I walked out of practice and 
into the “new student union” where I came upon a touring production of “the 
Fantasticks” – a ‘60s musical about coming of age. As I walked back to Riviera 
Hall, I marveled at the moon, pondered the great questions of life, considered 
the power of theatre, and then found the courage to drift into Miller Auditorium 
for a theatre class. Soon I found myself cast in “The Night Thoreau Spent in 
Jail” – a play that would activate my sense of politics and art. Thank you, Dr. 
Milton Carless. He’d be proud to think that “the jock” he directed now has a 
master of fine arts in directing from the University of Minnesota. I am happy to 
give back by contributing to the SRU Annual Fund and I am looking forward to 
the creation of a Performing Arts Building on campus.
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