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by Robert M. Smith, President 

Retired faculty member Ken Harris told
me what a special experience it can be for
some children with disabilities to be on 
a horse. 

“You put a child with a severe handicap
like cerebral palsy or Down syndrome on
the back of a horse, and a miracle occurs,”
he said. “It’s a magical relationship between
a horse and a child.”

People who have observed that experi-
ence have a passion for using horses in
therapy. And, it was those kind of people
who had the vision for Storm Harbor
Equestrian Center and made it a reality. 

Led by Paul and Carolyn Rizza, retired
faculty and major benefactors for the facil-
ity, several current faculty and administra-
tors along with an advisory board of local
residents have added immensely to Slippery
Rock University’s luster as a shining place
for preparing graduates for special work.

The new center that you will read about
on the following pages is the latest example
of how philanthropic support can create
new opportunities for our students and add
value to a Slippery Rock degree. 

One often hears that ‘if you have special
education degree from Slippery Rock, you
can get a job anywhere.’ From that corner-
stone, faculty and administrators have over
the years added other supporting 
programs that are second to none in
preparing graduates to help people with
disabilities. 

Keeping these programs strong, how-
ever, requires advocacy and resources from
our alumni and other supporters. 

Advocacy can come in several forms:
First, you can help recruit talented 
students who have a desire to help others,
especially the disabled. Second, you can
tell people of influence about the special
work going on at The Rock. Third, you
can communicate on our behalf to 
government agencies and foundations 
that are concerned about making life 
better for people with disabilities. 

Securing resources is important to our
goal of being in control of our own des-
tiny. Like Storm Harbor advisory board
members, you can be directly involved in
helping to identify new sources of support
and become familiar with our work to
help SRU graduates make more and more 
magical moments for people with 
disabilities.

Building our national reputation
Another important goal is being better
known for academic quality. Our long-
standing worldwide reputation in physical
and health education, including special
education, is clear. More recently, though,
Slippery Rock University is becoming
equally well known for preparing graduates
for a variety of other work to help people
with diverse abilities achieve unlimited
capabilities. 

Leaders like U.S. Representative Phil
English are proclaiming the work of 
our faculty and students in the halls of 
the Capitol. Also circulating through
Washington, D.C. is a booklet proclaim-
ing us as one of the nation’s 15 best 
institutions working to better the lives of
those with spinal cord injuries (see page 10).

And, on other pages of this issue, you
will see how The Rock is still a great place
for preparing graduates for special work.
We are developing people who make 
magical moments for others.

President Smith and Storm Harbor advisory board member Sheryle Long listen to
International Special Olympics Gold Medalist Ethan Conte talk about his magical
moments as an equestrian. Family and friends of Ethan’s were contributors to the
Storm Harbor center.

Making magical moments.

VIEW
From



his has been a good year, not only
for Slippery Rock University but
for the Alumni Association as well.

As alumni we have a lot to be grateful for
when it comes to our alma mater.
Enrollment is up again, the campus is 
looking beautiful and membership in the
association continues to grow are just a few
of the successes we’ve seen in 2005. 

This year promises even more challenges
for your association. We need to continue
to improve our membership numbers,
reach out to our younger alumni and keep
them engaged and involved with SRU and
completing the long awaited Russell Wright
Alumni House Expansion Project. This
project will allow is to create a state-of-the-
art conference facility for the campus, even-
tually creating a facility that allows alumni
to hold special events, reunions and even
wedding receptions and showers. Our goal
is to create a building that is alive with cel-
ebration. We’re almost there, but we could
still use your help. When you receive a
pledge card in the mail, please consider
buying a brick or making a gift for this
worthwhile cause.

As president I serve you as members of
the alumni association. We’re your voice to
the administration and Harrisburg. Most of
you by now should have received a mem-
bership brochure in the mail asking you to
join our association. These dues help us

develop new programs and scholarships for
alumni and students. Without your sup-
port our organization will cease to exist. I
encourage you to remain active by either
joining or renewing your membership in
the SRU Alumni Association. My goal
during my tenure as president is to make
this organization the strongest alumni
group in the Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education. Did you know that we
are the only alumni association fully sup-
ported by alumni donations and dues?
This sends a powerful statement and
speaks highly of our alumni.

Some of the things I’m most proud of
include:

• We gave more than $20,000 in scholar-
ships to deserving students this year

• Membership in the association continues
to grow

• Our audit shows that we are in great
financial shape

• We launched our first annual Fall Classic
at Slippery Rock Golf Scramble in 2005

• We continue to have more alumni step
up to assist us in hosting events around
the country.

Your association is working for you but
there is more work to be done. We are
going to continue to work on expanding
our membership base. In fact I challenge
each of you receiving this magazine to join
the association. As President of your asso-
ciation I am excited at what lies ahead for
your association. We are raising expecta-
tions, insisting on results and challenging
failure. This place is more then an institu-
tion of higher learning. It is a guardian of
the values that have shaped the lives of so
many people.

In closing, I wish you the best for this
new year. I look forward to seeing you on
campus in 2006 as you rekindle old friend-
ships and discover what is new at The
ROCK. 
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Preparing for special work: a rock-solid
national leader.
Special education, nursing, physical therapy, exercise and rehabilitative sciences, health and safety, music therapy,
social work, service learning, and more…

Slipper Rock University’s strength has long been its core of majors that prepare graduates for helping others experience those magical

moments of doing something they have never done before or even thought themselves incapable of doing. 

SRU’s leadership role in serving as an educational resource for those who work with people with disabilities comes from the faculty’s

multi-faceted approach to improving lives. Strength in one program has led to multidisciplinary strategies that developed new programs.

From roots in health, physical education, and special education sprouted athletic training, physical therapy, exercise and rehabilitative sci-

ences and other programs. 

In this issue of The Rock Magazine, we focus on a new facility and national recognition for one particular

program-the Adapted Physical Activity minor. A program that adds significant value to many of the health

related degrees awarded by SRU. 

The motivation for continuing to enhance the preparation given to those who choose to enter careers of ser-

vice to people with disabilities is in the core of each of our colleges. 

The College of Education has been a leader in special education since the department was formed in 1963.

Today, it continues to be at the forefront by using technology to bring new freedom and abilities to countless

individuals with physical and mental disabilities. Beginning next fall, SRU special education students will have

an on-campus laboratory filled with such technology so they can learn to better employ it in education settings

involving special education students.

The new Assistive Technologies Laboratory project, to be located in the Jack C. Dinger Special Education

Building, is the brainchild of Dr. Joseph Merhaut, special education assistant professor. It is being made possible

through a $100,000, four-year grant from the Pittsburgh-based Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust. The trust spe-

cializes in funding programs to benefit those with mental retardation and will supply $25,000 annually to equip

the laboratory.

The college also plans to introduce online courses in special education enabling teachers to add continuing

education credits in the field. 

In the College of Health, Environment and Science, the School of Physical Therapy is an obvious example source of new professionals,

highly trained to help people rehabilitate and overcome various disabilities. Additionally, though, graduates in majors such as exercise and

rehabilitative sciences, health and safety, nursing, parks & recreation, and psychology also prepare graduates for meeting needs of people

with disabilities. 

Music students in the College of Humanities, Fine and Performing Arts may choose to major in music therapy if they have a desire to

apply their interest in human services of a more specialized nature.

Not all disabilities are physical or mental. For those with emo-

tional or behavioral afflictions, our College of Business, Information

and Social Sciences has a long history of preparing graduates for

careers in sociology and social work. 

With career opportunities in social work growing, the college is

making the degree more accessible, especially to those who might be

seeking a career change. “We have designed our program for people

who have an undergraduate background in psychology, sociology,

allied health, communication, education or other similar majors,

and who wish to become a professional social worker in social ser-

vices agencies,” explains Dr. Thomas Bechard, program coordinator. 

Courses are offered at convenient times for the working profes-

sional at both the SRU campus and the Regional Learning Alliance

in Cranberry. Students who start this fall would be done in two

years.   

In short, Slippery Rock University has cut a wide path for leading

students into rewarding careers serving special populations.

For a complete list of SRU majors and minors, many of which are directed toward helping people with disabilities,
see: http://catalog.sru.edu/content.php?catoid=2&navoid=10 

Making programs more accessible is an important goal. A social work degree program, 
especially geared for professionals who would like a career change to work for a social 
service agency is available by taking conveniently scheduled classes at the Regional 
Learning Alliance in Cranberry.

Camp Sports Vision allows
youngsters who are vision
impaired to participate in
sporting events. SRU students
serve as volunteer staff.

www.sru.edu 3
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SRU’s Storm Harbor Equestrian Center

• 16,000-square-foot facility on 20 acres,
behind N. Kerr Thompson Stadium

• Indoor riding arena 
• 12 horse stalls
• Six horses on site with more coming
• Fenced-in pastures for horses to graze
• Advances SRU’s Adapted Physical Activity

Program, with 120 students enrolled

Benefits

The equestrian center bolsters SRU’s
“Introduction to Equine Facilitated Riding”
class, the only course of its kind offered by
a Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education university. Equine facilitated
riding provides a number of health benefits

Physical

• Stronger muscles, particularly spine and
abdomen

• Improved balance and coordination
• Increased range of motion, mainly in the

joints
• Better circulation, appetite and digestion

Psychological

• Better self-confidence
• Better control of emotions
• Increased interest in outside world
• Friendship and fun

SRU s Storm Harbor

Equestrian Center

opens, complement-

ing nationally

known array of

programs preparing

graduates for

careers of 

service for those

with disabilities

Colorado resident Mary Conte could
hardly believe her eyes.

“We came up the hill and there it
was, it just takes your breath away,”
she said, recalling her first look at
Slippery Rock University’s new Storm
Harbor Equestrian Center. “It’s a thing
of beauty and it continues from the
minute you walk in – the wide doors,
the stalls, the flooring. They took the
time to plan this, and they got it right.”

More than 200 SRU faculty, staff
and supporters from Pennsylvania,
Colorado, Wisconsin and Montana
gathered recently to celebrate the
grand opening of the 20-acre
equestrian center. The only facility of
its kind in the state and a national
model, the center caters to clients
with mental and physical disabilities,
from toddlers to mature adults.

Western Pennsylvania residents
come to campus for riding lessons
with SRU faculty and students, who
teach all aspects of horsemanship,
gaining valuable career preparation
and providing clients with a number of
health benefits.

“I’ve never seen anything like it in
the country, not to this extent,” said
Conte, the aunt of Special Olympics
Gold Medallist Ethan Conte, who rode
“Thunder” at the dedication.

“There are not too many facilities
like this in the entire country,” said 
Dr. Robb Kissick, a Portersville
veterinarian who serves on the Storm
Harbor advisory board.

Making Miracles

The culmination of years of
planning, the Storm Harbor facility
promises to galvanize the University
as an even stronger supporter of
those with disabilities, while infusing
unlimited potential for interdisciplinary
teaching and research. One of the
crux issues for advocacy is providing
recreational opportunities for
residents in the communities where
they live. The equestrian center and
SRU’s other adapted programs -
aquatics, gymnastics and recreation -
provide opportunities for life-changing
fitness and cognitive development.

In fact, equestrian instructors
already claim one “miracle.”

“A 5-year-old boy with autism who
attends our Monday morning
horseback riding class actually said
‘ride on’ during one of his lessons
two weeks ago. The classroom
teacher had never heard him talk
before. She went running to tell the
parents, it was quite an event!” said
SRU’s Dr. Robert Arnhold, professor
of exercise and rehabilitative
sciences.

The center, about half the size of a
football field, includes 12 stalls, a
tack room with saddles, bridles,
blankets, grooming tools and feeding
troves. Six horses enter the indoor
arena through huge sliding doors.
Led by sidewalkers, they trot in
circular patterns with riders of various
ages, weaving between construction
cones. When not in use, horses graze
outside.

Many health

benefits

The theory behind adapted riding
goes like this: The horse’s gait
strengthens spine and stomach
muscles, improving a rider’s balance
and coordination. The heat a horse
gives off warms the rider’s muscles
and tendons as well.

For people with cerebral palsy,
riding relaxes tight muscles. For
autistic children, it improves self-
control and concentration and
promotes cognitive growth.

“Riding helps clients gain self-
confidence, independence, strength,
balance, coordination, speech, agility
— it depends upon what are your
goals for the rider based on the
individual needs of each participant,”
Arnhold said. “This is what the
students are learning to do, develop
and implement individualized
programs for each participant’s
needs.”

’’It takes your breath away...
I’ve never seen anything like it.’’

“
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“We were pretty quickly coming to the forefront nationally
before. The Storm Harbor center will help us break
through and be at the pinnacle in what’s going on in
adapted physical activity,” said SRU’s Dr. Susan Hannam,
interim dean of the College of Health, Environment and
Science. “This is a whole new culture that will draw people
to Slippery Rock University.” Dr. Hannam is pictured with
“Denada,” a favorite of the children who ride at the center.

“Thank you for making dreams
possible for others with special
needs,” said Ethan Conte, an
International Special Olympics
Gold Medal winner who rode into
the arena atop “Thunder.”

Standout amenities

Made possible by a major donation
from retired SRU professors Carolyn
and Paul Rizza (see page 6), Storm
Harbor includes a number of forward-
thinking amenities:

• A wheelchair lift to position quadriplegic
riders onto a horse

• Special types of saddles and pads   
enabling riders to lie atop a horse

• A floor mixture blend of polymer-coated 
sand and carpet fibers to cushion falls 
and eliminate dust

• Lights situated so they do not glare riders 
or horses

• A sprinkler system throughout

• A hot-water washing stall with a ceiling
heater to dry the animals

• Outdoor drinking water system, heated
below ground, so water doesn’t freeze

• Heated classrooms

In the past, students who took
equine classes or belonged to the
equestrian team needed to drive to
private stables off campus, up to an
hour away. The new facility also
provides opportunities to learn barn
management, animal care and facility
administration.

Larger context of

caring

The Storm Harbor Equestrian
Center is one part of the University’s
larger focus on providing undergrad-
uates with professional preparation 
in developing, implementing and
evaluating programs of individualized
physical activity.

SRU offers courses in adapted
aquatics, gymnastics, physical fitness
and recreation. They are open to
regional children and adults as well.

Many students in these courses
enroll in SRU’s flagship Adapted
Physical Activity Program, a 27-
credit minor that has grown to 
include 120 students. SRU also
operates the Center on Disability 
and Health, which provides
healthcare and recreation tips to
those with disabilities. These
advances prompted the National
Wheelchair Basketball Association 
to hold two consecutive women’s
tournaments at SRU, and the
Christopher Reeve Paralysis
Foundation committed scholarship
money benefiting students with 
spinal cord injury.

“The uniqueness here at Slippery
Rock isn’t just in the pool, it isn’t just
in the gymnasium or the equestrian
center, it’s in all those areas,” Dr.
Susan Hannam, interim dean of the
College of Health, Environment and
Science, said. “We’re the only
program in the country providing
such a multi-faceted approach.”

National

enrollment draw

Nichole Guerra came to The Rock
from Miami because of the Adapted
Physical Activity Program. The
exercise science major, a junior,
conducted a national search and
found SRU offered what she wanted,
especially hands-on work with clients.

“It was
definitely the
minor that
made Slippery
Rock stand
out,” she said.
“With Storm
Harbor and the
other projects
being started,
Slippery Rock
University is
going to go a
long way.”

.
t.’’



Logical step in Dr. Carolyn Rizza’s lifelong passion

New Storm Harbor Equestrian Center
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or Dr. Carolyn Rizza, professor emeritus of sociology, anthropology and social work, riding horses is a passion that began developing when she was
5. It has grown considerably over the years, outlasting even her love of college teaching from which she retired in 1999 — in part to spend more
time with her horses.

Her passion has been displayed through her help in creating SRU’s new Storm Harbor Equestrian Center, a facility she hopes will allow others, espe-
cially youngsters with disabilities, to love horses, ride them, show them and care for them. The Storm Harbor Equestrian Center, across from N. Kerr
Thompson Stadium, is already home to six horses and is primarily being used by SRU Adapted Physical Activity Program students to learn how horses can
help those with disabilities.

In a wide-ranging interview across a large, wood dining room table at the Rizza’s Grove City home, Dr. Rizza talked of her interests and her vision for
the center’s future. “There are many areas we can pursue, but we want the program to grow naturally. We want to make sure there are sufficient students
and disabled persons involved in the programs to make them successful,” she explains. 

Asked about naming the facility, her husband, Dr. Paul Rizza, an SRU professor emeritus of geography, geology and the environment, quickly chimes in
with a chuckle, “They named it after my horse.” His wife smiles, adding, “We picked Paul’s
horse because my horse’s name is ‘Felony,’ and I just didn’t think the ‘Felony Equestrian
Center’ would carry the appropriate message.” She explains Storm Harbor, a
Percheron/Thoroughbred cross, was born on a stormy night, “so they named him ‘Stormer.’
He was supposed to be a caretaker, so we chose ‘Storm Harbor’ as his show name, reflecting
safety. The feed room at the center is named after Felony, who loves to eat.”

Paul shares an interest in horses, but came late. “I was 40 before I really got into riding
and rode for 10 years before being seriously thrown — and deciding to take up golf. Now, I
just own Storm, but I sometimes consider returning to the saddle.” Still, he supports his
wife’s interest in traveling to horse shows and riding events. The couple point out that none
of their three horses are suitable for actual use at the center. Storm Harbor’s temperament is a
“bit too unpredictable.” Dr. Rizza shows and trail rides locally and has traveled to North
Carolina and elsewhere for special events that draw her interest.

Three years of planning
Dr. Rizza, who received her first horse at age 11, enjoys riding, showing and being

involved in old-fashioned fox hunts, including the Rolling Rock Hunt in Ligonier and the
Chagrin Valley Hunt in Ohio. She recalls first being approached about supporting the new
center by Dr. Robert Arnhold, assistant professor of exercise and rehabilitative sciences and
head of the APTP. “It was more than three years ago, and we began to slowly lay the ground-
work and decide what would be needed to launch the program. I saw it as an exceptional
opportunity to bring this program on campus.” Until the center was completed, the appro-
priate classes were conducted at off-campus horse facilities, which had limitations and
demanded student travel.

Dr. Rizza says her mother, the late Mrs. Ethel Carruth, who provided more than $2.5 mil-
lion toward restoration of what is now Paul and Carolyn Carruth Rizza Hall (formerly West
Hall), home to SRU’s department of international languages and cultures and the Office of
International Services, was also interested in the facility and donated toward its construction. 

The 16,000-square-foot, center, includes 12 stalls, as well as tack room, feed room,
grooming stall and offices in addition to the indoor riding arena and classroom. “Other plans
under consideration include providing additional stalls and bringing in horse and dog shows
and having educational events,” Dr. Rizza adds. 

A public call for donated horses found quick respondents with six horses meeting the 
temperament requirements of being docile enough to handle less-experienced, novice or 
disabled riders.

The Rizzas plan to remain active in the center’s development and expansion, working as
part of the facility’s advisory committee and helping the program.

F

Retired professors 
Drs. Carolyn and Paul
Rizza, were cornerstone
supporters for the 
new Adapted Physical
Therapy Facility, named
after their horse Storm
Harbor.



An exceptional group of people with exper-
tise in a wide variety of fields heads the SRU
Storm Harbor Equestrian Center advisory
board. It helped bring the facility to where it is
and envisions a limitless future of interdiscipli-
nary teaching, research and service.

“This center has the backing to become a
premier facility in the country,” said board
member Joan Simmons, who runs a profes-
sional horse farm in Mars and serves as
founder and first president of the Western
Pennsylvania Eventing Association. “The need
for equestrian services is clearly there, and this
facility will be able to meet that need.”

Comprised of an attorney, veterinarian,
horse-farm owners and retired SRU professors,

Top-notch advisory board oversees
‘premier facility in the country’
Future goals include hosting Paralympic Games

A practice of kindness. The SRU
Storm Harbor Equestrian Center
advisory board is united behind the
mission of improving lives through
equestrian services. Board members,
appointed by the University, bring
expertise from a number of fields into
the mix.

Carolyn Rizza, chairperson, retired SRU
faculty, veteran hunter/jumper
equestrian

Robert Arnhold, SRU professor of
exercise and rehabilitative sciences,
director of the University’s Adapted
Physical Activity Program

Nancy Banner, SRU instructor of
exercise and rehabilitative sciences

Mimi Davis, active with the Quarter
Horse Association in Harlansburg

Laurie DeMajo, therapeutic riding
instructor, physical therapist, active with
Rolling Rock Hunt 

Terri Fuellgraf, owns Fuellgraf Electric
Co., Butler

Susan Hannam, SRU’s interim dean of
the College of Health, Environment and
Science

Courtney Gramlich, SRU graduate,
certified therapeutic recreation specialist
in the therapeutic equestrian program at
George Junior Republic, a residential
treatment facility for boys at risk

Dr. Robert Kissick, Storm Harbor
center veterinarian, owns a practice in
Portersville, horseback-riding trainer for
Ethan Conte, a Special Olympics gold
medallist

Clark Long, veteran equestrian 

Sheryle Long, attorney Schenk and
Long, Butler, own Friesians and Walking
horses and has  been involved with
national organizations for those breeds 

E.P. “Buzz” Moriarty, ran a showhorse
and eventing facility in Saxonburg for
many years

Joan Simmons, owner of Stonehouse
Farms, a professional horse farm in Mars
that teaches dressage and three-day
eventing

Suzanne Vessella, SRU trustee,
experienced rider, shows Keeshonds

Sandy Young, owner of a
boarding and training facility for
Arabian horses

the board offers advice and assists in planning
and evaluating center activities. It helps iden-
tify potential donors and studies new ways in
which the facility can be used to improve lives.
The center focuses on teaching SRU students
to work with those with disabilities.

The center and board members have a set a
number of goals. They include:

• Trails around the pastures and into 
property owned by SRU

• More stalls so SRU students can 
board horses

• 4-H Club activities

• Paralympic Games

• Educational and fund-raising clinics

• Academic programs in equine care

• An outdoor arena for Equestrian 
Team competitions

• Dog shows

“We want the facility to be a gathering 
point, an education facility for organizations
providing riding in the western Pennsylvania
area,” board member Carolyn Rizza said.  
“I hope we can encourage, train and host
events for athletes in the Paralympics. We 
will learn more about these activities as we go
along, and see how we can be a center, a focus
point, for them — how we can support them
in what they are doing.”

“I have been involved as a volunteer
with therapeutic equestrian programs for
many years,” board member Courtney
Gramlich, a 2000 SRU graduate, said. 
“I would love to see the program expand
to serve many more individuals with
disabilities. It could also incorporate
outside youth at risk programs
and in the near future possibly
allow SRU students to receive a
minor in equestrian therapy or
even a major in the field.”

Butler attorney Sheryle Long (at podium) is one of 15
accomplished leaders serving in an advisory capacity to the
Storm Harbor Equestrian Center.  Long and her husband Clark,
also a board member, own Friesians and Walking horses and
have been involved in national organizations for those breeds.

Advisory board chairperson Carolyn Rizza, a retired SRU faculty
and a major contributor, described the center as a regional
gathering point for equestrian services and an ideal training
ground for SRU students aspiring to careers of service.

Dr. Robb Kissick (right), a
Portersville veterinarian, serves
on the advisory board and is the
center’s veterinarian. A long-time
advocate for adapted riding, he
trained Special Olympic Gold
Medallist Ethan Conte (rider),
who rode “Thunder” at the
dedication. 
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As the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., said, “Our lives begin to end
the day we become silent about things that matter.”

Those with physical and mental disabilities have one of strongest
supporters in the country, Slippery Rock University, working on
their behalf, and important people acknowledge the University’s
professionalism, advocacy and leadership. Federal lawmakers have
offered more than $200,000 in program and scholarship support,
and nonprofits such as the Christopher Reeve Paralysis
Foundation have named SRU a standout university.

The Reeve Foundation, formed by the late actor paralyzed in a
1995 equestrian accident, included SRU in its top 15 “Best of the
Best” institutions working to better the lives of those with spinal
cord injury and other disabilities. That places SRU with such
weighty company as the Stony Brook Foundation in New York.

“SRU’s Adapted Physical Activity Program serves as a model for
the development of similar programs in other parts of the country,”√
Joseph Canose, vice president of the Reeve Foundation, said. The
program services children and adults with disabilities weekly.

Adapted physical activity is a 27-credit minor with 120 students
enrolled at SRU. Courses include “Introduction to Equine Facilitated
Riding,” “Therapeutic Exercise,” “Sport and Disability” and the
capstone course “Professional Affiliation in Adapted Physical
Activity.” It is the one of the largest programs of its kind in the
nation.

“Slippery Rock University was chosen to be included in this
prestigious list because its program has tangibly improved the
health and quality of life for individuals living with paralysis,”
Canose said.

Federal Support
US. Rep. Phil English of Erie
helped obtain two consecutive
years of federal support for
SRU’s Center on Disability and
Health, which employs two full-
time faculty in the Adapted
Physical Activity Program and
supports up to 10 undergraduate
student workers who provide
direct service in the way of
adapted aquatics, recreation,
fitness and therapeutic
horseback riding for children and
adults with disabilities each
week.

The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention provided a
$150,726 grant in 2004, obtained
by English, to create the Center
on Disability and Health. In 2005,
the CDC contributed  $124,000.

“The support of Congressman
English has allowed us to grow in
both the number of students who
have enrolled in the minor and also permitted us to provide these
health-related services to about 250 children and adults with
disabilities seven days a week,” said SRU’s Dr. Robert Arnhold,
professor of exercise and rehabilitative sciences and adapted
program coordinator.

Student Ambassadors 
Students have also taken their
message of inclusiveness to the
state capitol. Eight students in
SRU’s Adapted Physical Activity
Program recently traveled to
Harrisburg to attend an
advocacy conference that
included meetings with state
lawmakers to discuss the
importance of providing physical
activity opportunities for those
with disabilities.

Arnhold obtained an $8,337
grant from the Pennsylvania
Developmental Disabilities
Council to pay the students’
expenses. SRU not only
obtained the grant, it organized
the entire Pennsylvania Student
Leadership Conference on
Advocacy, which brought
together students from SRU,
West Chester, Indiana, Penn
State and Temple universities.
The conference focused on
student training and included an
examination of how laws get
made and how laws affect the
lives of people with disabilities.

The next day, SRU students met
with state representatives from
their home districts, including
Pittsburgh, Erie and Grove City,
to discuss the value of physical
activity participation for those
with disabilities.

“Physical fitness is an important
component of total wellness and
a form of preventative medicine,”
Arnhold said. “Students went to
Harrisburg to urge lawmakers to
support university and
community programs that include
those with special needs. They
are passionate about helping
people reach their full potential.”

Diana Helt, a junior from Ross,
traveled to Harrisburg to lobby
on behalf of special populations.
She competes in wheelchair
basketball, serves as vice
president of the SRU Adapted
Physical Activity Council and
helps out at the new Storm
Harbor Equestrian Center.

LEARNING TO LOBBY:
A number of SRU Adapted
Physical Activity Program
students visited Harrisburg
recently to learn how to better
advocate for those with
disabilities. As part of the
Pennsylvania Student
Leadership Conference on
Advocacy program students
met with their home district
legislators and emphasized the
importance of including
recreational opportunities in the
communities where those with
disabilities live and work.
Participating were, from left,
front, Diana Helt of Ross, Aaron
Smith of Grove City, Ashley
Moon of Hollsopple, Calista
Shoaff of New Castle, Alicia
Dixon of Cresson, Steven
Midlik of Lemont Furnace and
Leah Schmitt of Pittsburgh. A
grant from the Pennsylvania
Developmental Disabilities
Council paid for the trip. Dr.
Robert Arnhold, professor of
exercise science, and Dr.
Susan Hannam, interim dean
of the College of Health,
Environment and Science,
accompanied the students.

‘BEST OF THE BEST’

"The activities and information available at this
SRU facility are a great step forward for the area's
disabilities community.  I commend the University's
efforts in making this center a reality for area resi-
dents and for providing such outstanding career
preparation for students."

--U.S. Rep. Phil English of Erie, who obtained $274,726 to create
SRU's Center on Disability and Health

U.S. Congress, national groups recognize
SRU program as a national model
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t’s not all about horses. By assisting with
adapted physical education and aquatics
classes, SRU students learn about children

with specific disabilities between the ages of 3-
21 have and what type of activities improves
their health and happiness.

Twice a week, physical education and special
education majors work with 
about 25 children on a one-on-one basis,
organizing team games and workouts 
that bolster fitness and improve social
interaction skills.

“It’s a wonderful experience
being able to be in an actual
school setting with children
who have a number of different
disabilities and to be able to
structure the class to fit all of
their needs,” said Jody Duff, a
physical education major from
Hudson, Ohio.

“Students gain insight into the
child’s ability levels and behaviors,”
said Dr. Pamela Arnhold, assistant
professor of exercise and rehabilitative
sciences. “By working with professors,
our students are able reflect on their
mission and the importance of this
field. It’s a win-win situation.”

One of the more popular exercises
involves a giant parachute. Children
hoist it into the air so others can run
around beneath it. They also bounce
balls adopt the chute, developing
upper body strength and color
identification because they use balls of
all colors!

Adapted physical education,
swimming ‘WIN-WIN’ for
students, children

Adapted Aquatics
Children with disabilities also have the
opportunity to experience movement in 
the water. As soon as the psychical
education experience ends, they change
into swimsuits and are assigned to partner
with a different group of University students,
those minoring in adapted physical activity
or aquatics.

SRU students select a theme they wish to
teach and organize the skills and activities for
a particular lesson. A specific theme such as
“Thanksgiving” or “Sports” or even “Under the
Sea” may include music, decorations and a
variety of skills to enhance the theme and the
abilities of the children in the water – and to
make it more fun.

“Most of the children love the freedom the
water offers them that they do not often
experience on land,” Arnhold said. “The
individual attention offers great opportunities
to enhance and refine already developed
skills or initiate new skill development all
with water safety promotion throughout 
each lesson.”

With this practicum experience and lecture
materials, SRU students can obtain a
national credential as “Adapted Aquatics
Instructor” or “Adapted Aquatics Assistant.”

I



grads reading this can name many faculty and
administrators who nurtured this growth.

Auxter continues to be influential through service on 
a number of committees, coalitions and consortiums
working to bring equality to those with disabilities. 
He is frequently in Washington, D.C., helping to shape
legislation affecting the disabled. It all continues work 
he pioneered when his 1968 text “Principals and Methods
of Adapted Physical Education and Recreation” set world-
wide program standards for adapted physical education.
Now in its tenth edition, it is used in classrooms
worldwide.

Touring the new Storm Harbor Equestrian Center
during opening ceremonies, a beaming Auxter described it
as “a perfect addition to the Adapted Physical Activity
Program. This is something different for the University;
different for the community; different for students. It is a
great addition to the campus, as is the Center on Disability
and Health. Both are important for student education.”

The roots were strong for
growing new branches, and
former faculty like Dr. David
Auxter and Jack Dinger were
among those who saw the
opportunity. It was Dinger,
according to Auxter, who was
instrumental in attracting federal
grants as part of then-President
Lyndon Johnson’s call for better
service to the disabled, including
those requiring special education
and inclusion in the school
classroom. 

As Slippery Rock transitioned from teacher preparation
to broader career offerings to comprehensive university, it
was only natural to build on its strong credentials in special
education and develop programs to prepare graduates for
wider ranging services to people with disabilities. Rock

Professor Emeritus Auxter

Set worldwide standards and saw rock-solid potential

for national leadership in adapted physical activity
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Practicing what we teach
While Slippery Rock University is proud of its majors that help students learn to aid those with disabilities, it is equally
proud of its programs that help students who come to campus with disabilities. The Office for Students with Disabilities
provides students with accommodations and services designed to help ensure equal access to educational opportunities 
across the curriculum.

“We currently offer services to nearly 400 SRU students,” says Linda Smith, director of the office. “We provide everything
from note takers, test readers, interpreters for the deaf, arranging special seating, enlarged print text and liaison work with
faculty, the SRU Tutorial Center and the local office for vocational rehabilitation. We also offer special help through books
on tape for blind or dyslexic students and can help with special needs for class schedules and even elevator use.”

Many students arriving on campus are familiar with such program, which were part 
of their high school education. SRU continues to provide similar accommodations, but
students must make formal requests for service through the disabilities office, Smith says.

Located in Bailey Library, the Office for Students with Disabilities also works to assure
the entire campus is handicapped accessible to those with both short-term or long-term
disabilities. The office oversees curb cuts, sidewalk accessibility, lowered telephones and
drinking fountains and accessible bathrooms. Because SRU is located in the rolling hills 
of western Pennsylvania, tips for those in wheelchairs or on crutches on navigating 
through buildings by making use of elevators to travel from the traditional “lower end” 
of campus to the “upper level” are also provided. The office is equipped to handle voice
TDD communication.

Courtney Shewak, who served as a
graduate student in the Office of
Students with Disabilities, joins Linda
Smith, office director, at
commencement.
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M
ore than 160 friends and
supporters of Slippery Rock
University gathered in the

holiday-decorated lobby of Old Main
for the annual Celebration of Giving
organized by the Office of University
Advancement. The event serves as a
way to publicly thank those who have
generously offered financial support
to a myriad of University projects and
programs over the past year.

Canapés and desserts – includ-
ing an abundance of chocolate –
provided the background for catching
up on University news and renewing
friendships. This year’s event included
presentation of Lifetime Giving pins
to those who have reached various
levels in their lifetime giving. (See
pages 40-45 for complete details.)
Photos included here offer an idea of
the diversity of SRU supporters,
including current and retired faculty,
friends, alumni and staff.

Celebration
of Giving

Honors SRU Supporters

❄

❄

❄

❄

❅

❆

❅

❅

❅

❅

❅

❆

❅

❅

❅

❅

❅
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9-11 Memorial dedicated
More than 50 students, faculty, staff and

alumni gathered recently to dedicate a 
9-11 memorial given by the class of 2004-
05. The tragic events of Sept. 11, 2001,
took place days after the arrival of that
freshman class.

The memorial, between Vincent Science
Hall and the University Union, features two
steel beams representing the World Trade
Center towers and a plaque memorializing
Flight 93, which crashed in Shanksville. 
At night, two light beams, one from each
tower, project to represent those who lost
their lives in the attacks.

SRU continues enrollment
growth sixth year in a row;
record now 8,105

With an enrollment of 8,105, SRU
continued its sixth straight academic year
of enrollment increases, besting last year’s
enrollment by 177 students and setting an
all-time record. The year also finds an all-
time record in credit hours undertaken
standing at 113,156.

SRU posted the fourth highest increase
among the 14 Pennsylvania State System
of Higher Education institutions.

“Our continued enrollment rise is due
to a number of important factors,” said
President Smith, pointing to “the
University’s continued efforts at increasing
the quality of its programs; our added
emphasis on student research; and our
continuing emphasis on global as well as
individual community understanding.” He
adds, “Our admissions and recruitment
efforts are continuing to pay substantial
rewards in attracting top scholars from
across the state and throughout the Mid-
west.”

Last year’s student count was 7,928 and
students enrolled for 110,524 credit hours
of study. This year’s enrollment figure also
reflects SRU’s increased retention efforts.
Hispanic student enrollment held steady
this year with African-American students
now numbering 334.

1930s
Margaret Steel Beatty, ’30, turned 90 in October
and is still very active with her church. Beatty
reports that, including herself, she has six family
members who attended Slippery Rock University -
Essie Steele Stewart, ’08, Florence Stewart Yarian,
’43, William Beatty, ’56, Nancy Taylor Meyer, ’77,
and Barbara Beatty Pink, ’88.

1940s
Anna Reed Campbell, ’46, reminds her class about
attending their 60th anniversary reunion during
alumni weekend on June 16-17, 2006, at SRU.
Classmates may contact her at Lighthouse Pointe,
#312, 500 Chapel Harbor Drive, Pittsburgh, PA
15238 (see story in Advancement section).

William S.E. Coleman, ’49, wrote a short, satirical,
anti-war screenplay produced by the Iowa Motion
Picture Association and the Iowa Scriptwriters
Alliance and released on DVD. Coleman has had
several plays produced in central Iowa.

1950s
Chester “Chet” Ambrose, ’51, is a professional
storyteller at church pre-schools, elementary
schools, senior retirement homes, community
centers and other locations. Ambrose says, “The
power of storytelling is something to experience.”
He has a Web site www.storyteller.net listing all of
the stories he has told.

Verda Turner Heckathorn, ’54, and her husband Earl
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Dec. 23.

1960s
Dr. Robert Marcus, ’61, says, “Congratulations to
the Slippery Rock men’s soccer team for winning
the Pennsylvania State System Championship. You
make all former soccer players proud. Go Rock!”
Marcus, former chair of the SRU Council of
Trustees, played soccer as a student.

Dr. Paul Black, ’63, and Mary Lou Black, ’74, are
enjoying retirement in Wexford. Dr. Black retired
from the SRU Secondary Education Department
after 31 years. He was re-elected chair of the
Franklin Park Planning Commission and also serves
as chair of the Franklin Park Democratic Party. Mrs.
Black is a license real estate salesperson, broker
and appraiser. They have two grown children.

Dr. Joseph Gallian, ’66, was chosen president-elect
for 2006 of the Mathematical Association of
America. He will be president of the Association in
2007-08. Gallian received a master of arts degree
from Kansas in 1968 and a doctor of philosophy
degree from Notre Dame in 1971. He has been a
faculty member at the University of Minnesota-
Duluth since 1972 and has received numerous
regional and national awards for his work in
mathematics.

Class  Notes
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King and queen: SRU students elected Brandon
Berns, a sport management major from Bowie, and

Jennifer Craig, a special education major from
Finleyville, homecoming king and queen. Alumni
returned under the theme of “Fantastic Voyage.”
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New residence halls
taking shape

The new residence halls will provide a
great living experience for students,
including freshman. Capable of housing
2,200 and going up faster than expected, the
units feature suite-style rooms, semi-private
bathrooms and common areas.

The first phase opens by fall 2006, the
final by 2008. Built behind Founders Hall,
between Dodds Hall and Rock Apartments,
University officials say the $110-million
project is one of the largest housing
replacement programs in the country.

They will give students more privacy
options while fostering a sense of
community. Outdoor amenities include
sand volleyball courts.

The SRU Foundation, Inc., undertook
the project to continue drawing top
academic students and meet the increasing
demand for individual living.

When 500 Pittsburgh corporate leaders
gathered recently to honor western
Pennsylvania’s finest chief financial officers,
they met two of SRU’s finest. Dr. Charles
Curry, (upper right) vice president for
finance and administration, and Don
Johnston, ’89, treasurer of Every Child,
Inc. and a partner at Grossman Yanak &
Ford LLP, were selected as finalists for the
Pittsburgh Business Times’ Chief Financial
Officer of the Year Award.

The Business Times recognized Curry for
fiscal management that enabled SRU to
embark on one of the nation’s largest new
residence hall construction projects while
maintaining excellent financial ratios. 

“Charles Curry has demonstrated his
leadership in managing a complex budget
within a complex system,” President Smith
said. “Managing public funds requires a
very special trust in that all of your
accounts are public records.”

The newspaper lauded Johnston for his
charity work with Every Child Counts and
for leadership at Grossman Yanak & Ford.
Johnston told the Business Times, “It all
comes down to the lessons I learned from
my parents during my childhood - hard
work and believing in yourself will allow
you to achieve whatever you want.”

“While the SRU crowd was disappointed
our folks did not win the top award, we
remain proud of these two proven leaders,”
Public Relations Director Ross Feltz said.

Pittsburgh Business Times honors two from SRU as
finalists for CFO of the year

Karen Lepiane Brown, ’73
and Rock alumni

Ray Flynt, ’68, has published his first mystery novel,
“Unforgiving Shadows.” You may also visit his Web site
at www.rayflynt.com.

1970s
Ralph Butera, ’70, retired in June from the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit’s educational services division after
35 years as a special education teacher. Butera enjoys
traveling and teaching special education part-time at
LaRoche College.

Andrew Sobey, Jr., ’71, announces the 15th
anniversary of his computer consulting business 
S & S Systems Consultants, Inc. The firm is located in
St. Louis, Missouri.

Brian Cashman, ’72, principal of Susquehannock High
School in the Southern York County School District, is
the 2005-06 president of the Pennsylvania Association
of Elementary and Secondary School Principals. 

Meghan-Morgan Shannon, ’72, is a disabled
equestrian and show rider in dressage and is working
toward showing as a Para-Olympic International Rider.

Ron Burke, ’73, completed his sixth Ironman Triathlon
in Lake Placid, N.Y., in July. Burke is a health educator
for Naples (N.Y.) Schools.

Kathy Teeter George, ’74, received a master of
education degree from Miami University of Ohio
in August.

Martha “Marty” Vanslette, ’74, has worked for Social
Security Administration since 1977.  Vanslette started
working at Federal Plaza in Manhattan as a social
insurance specialist and says she came to New York
City to expose her daughter Carla Jablonski to classical
voice and acting. Her other daughter Nina is a senior
at the Art Institute of Philadelphia. Vanslette says,
“New York City is wonderful.” Contact her if you are
planning to visit, and she’ll give you a personal tour.

Karen Lepiane Brown, ’73, is a principal at Boyce
Middle School in the Upper St. Clair School District. She
writes that four SRU alumni work in her school district.
Pictured (from left, Brown; Amy Mullig Antonio, ’94,
guidance counselor; Justin Gremba, ’00, administrative
intern; Debbie Austin Ford, ’73, fifth-grade teacher; and
Dana Pears, ’03, physical education teacher).

Curry Johnston
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SRU receives $334,800
grant to support
community-service work 

SRU’s AmeriCorps Program has received
a $334,800 state grant to provide money
for students and local residents to serve at
15 schools and social-service organizations,
including Habitat for Humanity.

SRU’s program, launched in 1997,
received $285,000 last year. AmeriCorps is
a federally funded program operated
through PennSERVE: The Governor’s
Office of Citizen Service. Those 18 or
older serve for one year improving their
communities and receive a living allowance
and an educational award.

The grant provides AmeriCorps
positions for 26 SRU students and 33 local
residents, who will serve at the I CARE
House in New Castle, the Lawrence
County Habitat for Humanity, Children’s
Advocacy Center and several schools and
organizations. They coordinate after-school
programs in Lawrence County schools,
host parenting workshops, help senior
citizens and recruit volunteers.

“The president [Dr. Robert Smith] has
said many times that our students need to
be civic-minded citizens who solve
problems in the world,” said SRU’s Alice
Kaiser-Drobney, director of AmeriCorps
and a political science faculty member.
“We want students and community
members to become part of the solution to
the challenges faced in our communities.”

SRU student members design and
deliver after-school programs in the
Slippery Rock Area School District. They
tutor at the I CARE House in New Castle,
which serves children and their families as
a community center. They plan SRU’s
annual Empty Bowls fund-raiser against
hunger and help organize CareBreaks, an
alternative spring break and weekend
program.

Tech-savvy SRU joins new
on-line training center 

The division of lifelong learning has
signed on to offer rock.howtomaster.com,”
a new on-line education center and course
library designed to expand and enhance
the University’s continuing education
course offerings.

This online center, available over the
Internet at http://rock.howtomaster.com,
not only provides courses that can help
individuals succeed on the job and in their
personal lives, but also allows the courses
to be taken on the student’s schedule.

The self-paced and self-directed courses
allow students to advance through the
material at their own speed and from their
own computers, using an Internet
connection, says Dr. James Kushner, SRU
dean of lifelong learning.

The courses are offered through
InfoSource, Inc., a Florida-based developer
and provider of Web-based training,
computer-based learning and instructor-
led training for the K-12 education,
corporate and government training
markets.

Caring community: 
Quilters stitch for
Hurricane Katrina victims 

“Many of them don’t have anything, and
this will give them something warm to
snuggle up in,” says Jean Wanchick,
organizer of a SRU quilting guild working
to aid Hurricane Katrina victims.
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Class  Notes
Bonnie Lipton, ’76,
became an ordained
minister in the United
Church of Christ in St.
Augustine, Fla. She
received her master of
divinity degree from
Bangor Theological
Seminary in Maine.

Gary Bernstein, ’77, and his wife, Donna, live in
Louisville, Ky. Bernstein is the executive director of
the Jewish Communal Service of Louisville.

Harry Z. Leslie, ’77, was featured in the Erie Times-
News about his job as park operations manager at
Presque Isle State Park. Leslie has been employed at
the park since 1989 and played a major role in the
development of the new Tom Ridge Environmental
Center.

Dr. David Synowka, ’77, has been appointed acting
department head of management in the School of
Business at Robert Morris University for the 2005-
06 academic year.

Chris Hess Crotty, ’78, is the aquatic supervisor of
Health-First Pro-Health and Fitness Center in
Melbourne, Fla.

Raymond Newman, ’78, is the director of graduate
studies for the interdisciplinary water resources
science graduate program at the University of
Minnesota. The program comprises more than 100
faculty and 80 graduate students working on an
array of water resource issues.

Jackie Perkins Zaborowski, ’78, and Frank
Zaborowski, ’81, were evacuated from New Orleans
in August. Zaborowski is a colonel in the U.S.
Marine Corps and was stationed in New Orleans as
communication officer. They are currently residing
in Ft. Worth, Texas, until allowed to return.

Debby Doyle Bradley, ’79, is the president of Junior
Achievement of Mahoning Valley, Youngstown,
Ohio. She and her husband, Bob, reside in Farrell.

1980s
Michael Grommo, ’80, recruits faculty for the
University of Phoenix at San Diego. He earned a
master of business administration degree and has
been with University of Phoenix since 1998. In
addition to recruiting, he also teaches
undergraduate business and management courses.
He would enjoy hearing from friends and may be
reached at michael.grommo@phoenix.edu.

Quilting for a cause: Susan Cantanzarito (left), Coralee
Armstrong, Nancy Powell, Ruth Woods, Jean Wanchick

and Deanna Clouse stitched this quilt for victims of
Hurricane Katrina. They worked on it during an SRU class

for retires.

Bonnie Lipton,’76
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Twelve members of SRU’s Institute for
Learning in Retirement Quilt Guild are
sewing three quilts for distribution by the
American Red Cross to hurricane victims
living in the Mississippi area. Katrina
struck the Gulf Coast in August,
displacing thousands, causing billions in
property damage and causing an
undetermined number of deaths.

The on-going spectrum of suffering
prompted the local response, Wanchick
says. “We know that when people get a
place to live or sleep, they’re not going to
have much else,” she said.

The women expect to complete the
twin-size quilts with red, white and blue
squares in a week.  They’re stitching “made
at Slippery Rock University” on the back.

SRU hosts Pennsylvania
School Counselors Regional
Conference 

More than 300 high school counselors
from western Pennsylvania and eastern
Ohio visited SRU this fall for the one-day
Pennsylvania School Counselors
Association Western Regional Conference
under the theme “School Counselors:
Fostering Resiliency.”

The keynote speaker was the Rev. Scott
Seethaler, a Capuchin Franciscan priest,
author and radio show host, who discussed
resiliency for counselors in a talk titled
“The 3’R’s of Counselors in Challenging
Times.” Father Seethaler was the
PSCAWRC speaker when the organization
launched its first conference 10 years ago.

Nicholas Toubakaris, ’83, was honored by the Butler
County Community College Alumni Association
with the 2005 Distinguished Alumni Award.
Toubakaris came to the United States from Greece
in 1970. He began attending night classes in 1971
and graduated in 1977 after transferring to SRU.
Toubakaris owns O.H. Nicholas Transfer and Storage
Company in Butler.

Matthew Drobnik, ’85, married Lynne on Jan. 1.
Drobnik works for the Department of Defense and
took a three-year position in Stuttgart, Germany.
ROCK alumni going to Germany should let him
know. You can check out his adventure at
www.spaces.msn.com/members/lynneandmatt/.

Gary E. Morin, ’85, was named program director of
the Athletic Training Education Program at Southern
Connecticut State University. For the past 12 years,
Morin served as head athletic trainer at SCSU.

David Donald, ’86, received a master’s degree in
speech-language pathology from Duquesne
University. He works at Kane Regional Hospital-Ross.

Kevin Pottmeyer, ’86, former president and CEO at
GSC/Kleinfelder, has been appointed to The
Kleinfelder Group’s board of directors. As senior
vice president of corporate development and senior
principal owner, Pottmeyer will integrate
GSC/Kleinfelder with the nationwide firm, which
now has offices in 22 states. Pottmeyer has also
completed field studies in geology through Cornell
University.

Doug Fritz, ’88, is a project leader for Legg Mason
in Baltimore. He and his wife, Mary Ann, and son,
Henry (3), live in Monkton, Md.

Kimberly Gotshall Gazda, ’89, is employed with
Finance America, LLC, in Moon Township. Gazda is
married with two children and resides in Baden.

Steven Marquis, ’89, was promoted to print shop
supervisor for Bi-Lo/Bruno’s Supermarkets.

Billy Ray Perkins, ’89, is the athletic director at
Bloomsburg Area High School and a defensive line
coach at Bloomsburg University. 

Ken Wilcox, ’89, is division vice president for
Quaker Tropicana and Gatorade in Chicago.

1990s
Eric Day, ’90, donated a copy of the book he wrote,
The Fifth Crystal, to Bailey Library at SRU.

Cyndi Gately, ’91, is employed by the Cecil County
public schools in Maryland as an elementary special
education teacher. She teaches children with
autism ages 5-7 and loves it.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for
counselors and graduate students in
counseling to hear from the experts. We
will offer more than 30 breakout sessions,
and since we are now hosting our fifth
conference, we have learned how to
provide the information school counselors
want and need,” says Dr. Ann Kemmerer,
professor of counseling and development
at SRU and a program originator. 

caption: Rev. Scott Seethaler, a
Capuchin Franciscan priest and author,
came to SRU to present a talk titled “The
3R’s of Counselors in Challenging Times.”

SRU hosts first biodiesel
revival explaining
alternative fuels

Greg Boulos, a May SRU graduate in
the master’s of sustainable systems
program, demonstrated how to make
diesel fuel from waste and virgin vegetable
oils during SRU’s first Biodiesel Revival. 

Boulos, co-founder of Steel City
Biofuels, a company dedicated to
promoting the use of locally manufactured
fuels in the western Pennsylvania region,
later hosted a second program because the
first was so successful.

SRU hosts Frederick
Douglass collaborative    

Slippery Rock University’s Frederick
Douglass Institute recently hosted the two-
day Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education Frederick Douglass Institute
Collaborative fall meeting at the Regional
Learning Alliance at Cranberry Woods
Corporate Office Park.

As a Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education collaborative, the
institute encouraged faculty and staff
professional development around issues of
equality and diversity by providing
information and programs, and through
scholarships and research, forums, exhibits,
conferences, and visiting scholars, says Dr.
Christophas Walker, director of SRU’s
Douglass Institute.
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Russian substance abuse
counselors visit SRU to
trade treatment methods

Three Russian substance abuse
counselors and a medical school
administrator visited SRU recently to
exchange treatment and counseling
methods, followed by a meeting with the
student Russian club.

The Russian experts brainstormed anti-
drug strategies and treatment methods
with SRU’s Dr. Gerard Love, associate
professor of counseling and development
and coordinator of the  graduate program
in addiction counseling. 

“We are pleased to have these
international experts coming to campus,”
President Smith said. “Globalism is a
priority at Slippery Rock University — we
want our students to graduate with a
broad understanding of the world. Any
exchange of
information on the
important topic of
substance abuse
prevention will
produce growth for
all involved.”

SRU graduate
William Kirker, ’73,
organized the visit.

Annual ’Empty Bowls’
raises hunger awareness

SRU’s Institute for Community, Service-
Learning and Nonprofit Leadership raised
$3,000 during its ninth annual “Empty
Bowls” program as a way of raising hunger
awareness across the community. 

Participants donated $10 and as a
remembrance took home an “empty bowl”
made by SRU art students and volunteers

COMPANY GROWTH OUTLINED: SRU graduate Dr. Robert Murray, director of the Gatorade Sports Science Institute,
told a packed Eisenburg Classroom Building Auditorium of his work in continuing the development of the popular
sports drink Gatorade when he returned to campus Sept. 29. The "Science, Sports and Business: The Gatorade

Formula" session included emphasis on the physiological and performance effects of fluid and nutrient intake during
exercise. Murray who graduated from SRU in 1971 and earned his master's degree at SRU in 1974 and has been a
longterm supporter, oversees scientific research in a variety of areas in exercise science and sports nutrition at the

Chicago-based Gatorade facility. The lecture was sponsored by SRU's School of Business.

at the Ceramics Studio. Funds raised by
the event were used to support area food
delivery programs, including the Slippery
Rock Feed My Sheep Food Shelter,
the Butler Area Agency on Aging and
the I CARE House food programs in
New Castle.

Five Russians addiction counselors visited with SRU’s
Dr. Gerard Love (far right), associate professor of

counseling and development, to exchange treatment
ideas. The visitors were, from left, Viktoriya

Aleksandrova, Taisiya Novikova, Aleksandr Balykov,
Natalya Lebedeva and Yelena Belevich.



Class  Notes
Paul Borick, ’92, writes, “I had my first book ’Water
Warp: Daze of Reckoning’ published. It is a science
fiction/adventure story geared toward the young
adult reading group.” Borick is a fifth-grade teacher
in Catlett, Va.

James “Bubba” Curtiss, ’92, received a master’s
degree in mass communication. Since 1998 he has
lived in Europe as an English teacher - first in
Poland, then the Czech Republic and now Germany.
He and his wife, Jarmila, live in Halle, Germany. You
may visit him at www.jimcurtiss.com to read about
his adventures. 

Jennifer Upton Watts, ’93, started her own
accounting company in 2005. She and her husband
Christopher and two children live in Clifton, Va.

John P. Tooher, ’94, is interested in organizing a
reunion for all from the class of 1994, School of
Physical Therapy. Anyone interested may contact
him at 215-913-0484 or jtooher@hq.novacare.com.

Leonard Segal, ’95, works at a hospice agency in
Pittsburgh and is a telemarketer for non-profit
agencies.

Heidi Lock Pedersen, ’96, lives in Copenhagen,
Denmark, and has started a master’s degree in
computer-mediated communication. Pedersen
works in marketing for a food ingredients company
named Chr. Hansen focusing in natural colors for
food products. She would like to get in touch with
people from either the theater or English
departments who studied the same years she was
at SRU. You may contact her at heidi@corleone.dk.

Sarah R. Clover, ’97,
earned her certified
fraud examiners
designation and is a
certified public
accountant and
manager in the
accounting, auditing
and software
training
departments at The
Dolan Group in
Sharon. In addition
to her management responsibilities, she also works
with corporate clientele providing planning,
auditing and accounting services, as well as
business consulting. She resides in Fredonia and
volunteers with the United Way and the American
Heart Association.

Shawn Gini, ’98, is a mathematics teacher in the
Baltimore City Public Schools at Hazelwood
Elementary/Middle School.

We want to know.

• New Job?
• Just Married?
• New Baby?

changedchanged
Anything

1-800-GET-ROCK
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Fax: 724-738-4784
E-mail: alumni@sru.edu

Alumni Relations
Slippery Rock University
Russell Wright Alumni House
Slippery Rock, PA 16057

Write, fax or e-mail us at: 

changed??

Alex Kondur, ’98, has
lived in New York
since graduation and
works as a financial
advisor at Merrill
Lynch. “New York City
is a lot of fun and I
am looking forward to
establishing
connections with my
fellow alumni in the New York City area,” he
invites. You may reach him at 718-281-7749.

Christopher Housenick, ’99, completed his doctor of
philosophy degree at Penn State University and
teaches at American University in Washington, D.C.

Lisa E. Perkins, ’99, was hired by Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Greater Pittsburgh as program director.
She earned a master’s degree in social work from
the University of Pittsburgh.

2000s
Ellinor Kenne, ’01, is working on a doctor of
philosophy degree in physiology at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm, Sweden. She completed her
master of science degree in exercise physiology at
Syracuse University in 2003

Bree Morse Lawrence, ’02, and her husband Jason
live in Dawsonville, Ga. 

Frank Burja, ’03, is a police officer for the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs in Pittsburgh. 

Josh Young, ’04, was elected to the Caln Township
Commissioner’s Office in Chester County.

Julee Carlson, ’05, is a seventh-grade inclusion
teacher at the Pine Ridge Middle School in
Manatee County, Fla.

Sarah R. Clover, ’97

Alex Kondur, ’98

ING Series brings Hamlisch
to campus
Award winning composer
discusses value of arts education

Award-winning composer Marvin
Hamlisch brought along a surprise guest for
his ING Performing Arts Series appearance
in December: Broadway star Mark McVey,
who played Jean Valjean in “Les Miserables”
2,912 times on stages throughout the U.S.
and in London. 

Hamlisch and McVey delighted the
nearly sold out Miller Auditorium in a
concert that included Hamlisch composing
a song to a title suggested by an audience
member and taking time to talk with SRU
dance students. In commentary between
selections, he kept the audience laughing
and, on a serious note, discussed the proven
benefits of arts education in the schools.

Knowing that Hamlisch is an avid
baseball fan who has even attended a
Yankees fantasy camp, President Smith gave
him a framed collection of photos of
Critchfield Park explaining that he will have
his own seat at the SRU ballpark adorned
with a Marvin Hamlisch nameplate.

Composer Marvin Hamlisch and “Les Miserables” star
Mark McVey entertained at Miller Auditorium

President Smith
presents Hamlisch
with his own
named seat at
Jack Critchfield Park.

AVI Food Services
prepared a special

cake for a donor
reception following

the concert.
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Capitol Steps perform on April 1.

For ticket information,
visit www.sru.edu and click on

ING Performing Arts Series logo.
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SRU awards 475 diplomas
at winter commencement;
Auntie Anne’s founder speaks

When Slippery Rock University awarded
nearly 475 diplomas on Dec. 17, all of
them were special, but one was extra special,
the one going to Burnell Smucker. His aunt
Anne F. Beiler  – founder of Auntie Anne’s
Inc.,  the world’s largest mall-based pretzel
franchise – served as commencement
speaker.

Smucker, a health and physical education
from Gap, suggested his aunt to the
commencement planning committee and
the idea quickly took hold. Beiler
personifies SRU’s rock-solid values,
including “purpose” and “people.” Like,
SRU, Beiler is dedicated to community
service and developing programs to meet
daily challenges. She urged graduates to be
“men and women of integrity.”

Beiler launched her successful business in
1988 by selling fresh-baked pretzels at a
farmers’ market in Dowingtown. The
company has grown to support more than
250 franchisees and their 850-plus locations
worldwide. Auntie Anne’s generated more
than $250 million in sales in 2004 and

provided more
than $1 million
to charitable
organizations.

Weddings
1970s
Peggy McCaslin Poff, ’70, married David Schlichter
on June 18, 2005. They resides in Spring Grove and
she teaches a primary multiple disabilities support
class at the Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12.

1980s
Blanca D’hoedt Erickson, ’83,
writes, “I was married on July 10,
2004, and had a beautiful baby
girl on Aug. 28, 2004. My
husband, John, our baby, Gracie,
and I live in Asheville, N.C. He is a
history teacher and we both coach the cross
country and track teams at Enka High School. I’m
staying at home with Gracie for now and loving it!” 

Jennifer Carpenter, ’83, and Joseph Reid were
married in August 2005 and reside in Brick, N.J.

1990s
Erin Jackson, ’97, writes,
“This is a picture from my
wedding to Christopher
Daruszka on Sept. 22. I
could never resist having
my picture taken with a
mascot - although I am
not quite sure what this
one is? We were married
in Nags Head, N.C.” 

Robert Maloney, ’97, and
wife, Heather, were married
in New Jersey in April 2005.
Maloney writes, “We
currently reside in Henry
County, Ga., where we both
work at a local hospital. She
is a nurse and I am using my
doctor of physical therapy

degree and master of business administration
degree to progress through the administrative
ranks.”

Rochelle “Shelly”
Tower, ’97, married
Brian Rushe and live
in Cranberry Township.
Tower works as the
marketing director at
Washington Crown
Center Mall. 

Richard Dunn, ’98, resides in Phoenixville. He and
his wife, Joy, were married Oct. 9, 2004. Dunn is a
director with Kenexa Technology Inc., in Wayne.

Darcy Michelle Buck, ’99, and Jonathan Sabol were
married on July 24, 2004, and reside in Greensburg.

2000s
Julie Marie Falba, ’00, and Jason Ray Doneluck
were married on June 11, 2005, and reside in New
Castle.

Nicole “Nikki” Mooney Sciulli, ’01, writes, “I was
married to Joe Sciulli, a native from Penn Hills, on
July 23, 2005. We have a house in Plum Borough.

Karla Veiock, ’01, and Kevin Fonner, ’02, were
married on Oct. 16, 2004. Fonner is assistant
manager at Wal-Mart in Salem, Ohio, and Veiock is
the project coordinator for the Bridge Project at SRU.

Carrie Birckbichler, ’02, married Darrell Smith, ’04, in
Chicora.

Kristen Leigh Shaffer, ’03, and Adam Piccirillo were
married on Sept. 24, 2005, in Wilmington. Shaffer
works in the administrative office of the Borough
of New Wilmington and is also a freelance
photographer. The couple resides in Sharon.

Kelly Killian, ’04, married Andrew Jones on April 23,
2005. Killian is a teacher at the Pennsylvania Cyber
Charter School and resides in Bridgeville.

Jessica Miller, ’04, and Joseph Simpson, ’02, were
married Aug. 6, 2005, and reside in Moon
Township.

1980s
Cynthia Daily, ’85, announces the
birth of her son Zachary Thomas
on Jan. 12, 2004.

1990s
Jennifer Wragg Gossert, ’90, and
Jamie Gossert, ’91, announce the
birth of their second child James
Alexander in January 2005.

Carl L. Anderson, ’93, and his wife, Jennifer,
announce the birth of their daughter Corinne Emily
on June 1, 2005.

Scot Campbell, ’94, and wife,
Natalie, announce the birth of their
son Liam Joseph on May 17, 2005.

2000s
Amy Chornenky, ’01, and her husband announce the
birth of their son Zachary Daniel on April 17, 2005. 

Baby Liam

Baby Zachary

Baby James

New Arrivals

Graduate Bernie Smucker suggested his Aunt Anne as
speaker and introduced her at the ceremony.



In Memory
Lavaun Ellenberger Walker, ’27
Harry Duff, ’28
Mary Thomas Ciccone, ’28
Elizabeth Culbert, ’29
Alta Sowers Dixon, ’30
Elizabeth Roessing Bevan, ’30
Esther Shusset Sobel, ’31
Freda Hoffman Guthoehrlein, ’31
Helen Witherspoon Kennedy, ’31
Dorothy McKee Brownlee, ’32
Estelle Sherrick Stover ’32
Mary Crowther, ’32
Sara Dick Baker, ’33
Joseph Schultz, ’33
Dorothy Beerworth, ’34
Francis Cline ’34
Mildred Svehla Demine, ’34
Ruth Plaisted Householder, ’34
Martha Lytle, ’34
Helen Carlberg Monroe, ’34
Edward Pawka, ’34
Edna Hartung Stenzel, ’34
Orville Freed, ’35
David Patz, ’35
Elliott Francis, ’37

E. Helen Gotjen, ’40
Frank Rogers, ’41
Priscilla McCoy Stoughton, ’42
Lillian Pogachnick Rokoski, ’43
Frank Guesman, ’48
Joan Allison Badger, ’50
Charles McDaniel, ’50
Ruth Herr Keenan, ’50
Richard Shreve, ’51
Regis Kelly, ’52
Jeanne McComb, ’52
Donald Miller, ’53
Robert Ward, ’53
Donald Nagy, ’55
Ellen Frohm Neuhouser, ’55
James Golden, ’57
John Harford, ’59
William McMaster, ’61 
Joan Montgomery, ’62
Joan Graham, ’64 
Ronald Sudnik, ’64
Delphine McFate, ’66
Lois Stipetich Samson, ’66
Wayne Fleeger, ’68
Isabelle Metta, ’69

SRU student ‘commuted’
online from Texas; gets
degree on campus

Tracey Santiago, a Slippery Rock
University nursing student living and
working outside Houston, Texas, came to
campus to receive her diploma even
though she has not been here since the
early 1990s.

Santiago earned her bachelor of science
degree in nursing through SRU’s on-line
nursing program, which allowed her to
take classes since 2004 via the Internet.
While studying at SRU, Santiago worked
weekends as a registered nurse in labor and
delivery at the University of Texas Medical
Branch in Galveston, Texas.

“The program was really great. It offered
me the chance to study in a way that fit
my schedule, and I was able to work
online with other students on group
projects and participate in on-line
communication through e-mail and
through the Web-based program. It was
easy to manipulate through the program,
and the professors were very helpful and
understanding,” she said.

The graduation ceremony became a
family affair with her husband, Hector,
and six-year-old son Ethan joining her for
the flight – and ceremony. In addition,
her mother and stepfather, Jan and Jay
Turner, came from West Virginia, and her
grandmother Evelyn Hardwick flew
from Texas.
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EDITORIAL INFORMATION

Please note that “Class Notes” list the year alumni received their undergraduate degree from
Slippery Rock University. To submit “Class Notes,” simply return e-mail us at alumni@sru.edu or go
to http://rockalumnicafe.com with your information. We are happy to publish your information. It
is our policy not to publish engagements or pregnancies; however, we publish marriages and births.

(M) — Denotes master’s degree (F) — Denotes faculty member (FR) — Denotes friend of the University 

Diane Conte Moore, ’69
John Phillips, ’69
Gary Troll, ’70
Mary Sainato, ’70
Linda Perri Shema, ’70
Raymond Sword, ’71
Goldie Pontius, ’72
Jessie Day, ’74
Maryann Mihalick Connor, ’78
Ali Rasool Aud Khamis, ’79
Ruth Olson, ’79
Shunila Ram, ’79
William Marks, ’81
Jayne Shaulis, ’81
John Nazarovitch, ’82
Veronica Gorny, ’83
Paul Thomas, ’83
Melissa Corbett Homan, ’84
Darren Scott Midberry, ’84
Linda Critchlow Hall, ’86
Robert Brown, ’90
Leslie Domanick, ’90
Frank Sweeney, ’93
Shelley Proskin McGowan, ’95
Marguerite Griffith Ko, ’99
Miriam Barker (F)

Saturday, June 17
Sunrise Walk
Breakfast in North Hall
Trolley Tours of Campus
Annual Alumni Reunion Luncheon
Fitness Time at the Recreation Center
Dinner at North Country Brewery
Microbrew and PA Wine Tasting
Class

Look for more details in the mail
and online at
http://rockalumnicafe.com.

JUNE 15-17, 2006

Thursday, June 15
Class of 1956 Reunion Dinner

Friday, June 16
Shuttle to Grove City Factory Outlets
Women’s Athletics Golf Outing at
Pine Grove County Club, Grove City
Walking Tour of McConnell’s Mill
The Slippery Rock “Clam Bake”
Picnic at the Pavilion
Musicians’ Concert Band
Post-Concert Champagne Reception

ALUMNI WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Tracey Santiago and her husband Hector



College of BUSINESS • INFORMATION • SOCIAL SCIENCES
School of Business; including programs in management, marketing, accounting, finance and economics. Departments of Communication, Computer Science,
Military Science, Sociology/Anthropology/Social Work; Center for Government Contracting Assistance

Computer Science Programs
Earn Six Prestigious Computer
Accreditations

SRU’s computer science department has
received accreditation by the Computing
Accreditation Commission of ABET, Inc.,
the recognized accreditor of college and
university programs in applied science,
computing, engineering, and technology.
The accreditation recognizes the
department’s program in computer science
as well as five concentrations in
information systems. 

ABET accreditation recognizes the
program’s commitment to providing
students with quality education. SRU
currently has 100 students majoring in
computer science and 60 majoring in
information systems studies.

Department chair Dr. David Valentine,
associate professor of computer science,
says, “We are unbelievably excited about
this recognition. ABET certification is an
important acknowledgment of the
excellence of our programs in computer
science and in information systems. It is a
guarantee to our students that they are
receiving an outstanding education in
computing at Slippery Rock University.”

Valentine, adds, “Of all the computing
degrees offered in Pennsylvania, only eight
are accredited in computer science with
only three accredited in information
systems. SRU stands out as one of the best
choices available to students wanting to
study computing!”

“This is truly an important milestone
for our computer science department and
our faculty are to be commended for their
work in obtaining this important
accreditation, as well as for the outstanding
teaching they are providing within
computer science and information systems
classes. This accreditation from an outside
body speaks volumes about the quality of
education Slippery Rock University
students receive and once again points to
the rock-solid educational opportunities
available to our students,” said President
Smith on learning of the accreditation.

Accreditation is a voluntary, peer-review
process that requires programs to undergo

comprehensive, periodic evaluations
conducted by volunteer professionals
working in industry, government, academe
and private practice within the ABET
disciplines. The review focuses on program
curricula, faculty, facilities, institutional
support, and other important areas. 

One of the key elements of ABET
accreditation is the requirement that
programs continuously improve the quality
of education provided. As part of this
continuous improvement requirement,
programs set specific, measurable goals for
their students and graduates, assess their
success at reaching those goals, and
improve their programs based on the
results of the assessment.

‘Computer Safety Begins at
Home’ Subject of New Non-
major Course

Using the premise “computer safety
begins a home,” SRU’ computer science
department will offer a new course spring
semester designed to teach home computer
users how to protect their piece of
cyberspace.

“This is an area of study that has long
been needed, especially in light of new
viruses and computer identity theft,”
explains Dr. David Valentine, department
chair, saying while the course, formally
called “Computer Security,” or “CPSC-
301,” is not for computer science majors,
it is designed for those who use computers
and need to protect not only their personal
or office system, but the overall computer
environment.” Valentine points out SRU
computer science majors learn about such
protection as part of their standard course
studies.

“The National Strategy to Secure
Cyberspace, issued by the federal
Department of Homeland Security, calls
for everyone to do their part, and that
means learning about virus protection,
how networks work, how those with
wireless systems at home or in their offices,
can protect their systems from abuse,”
Valentine explains.

As part of explaining the three-credit
course, the associate professor of computer
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science, notes many who devise computer
viruses incorporate plans that allows the
initial use of the Internet to secretly seek
unprotected computer systems. “Once
such systems are found, they infect it, but
the actual damage may not take place until
literally thousands of computers have been
infected,” he says. He points to one
popular Zombie-like virus that remains in
a holding pattern on computers around
the world until a specific time and date,
then activates sending millions of service
requests to a specific Web site, overloading
the system and causing major system
shutdowns.

“We really are looking at this as a new
‘How to’ course. It will not require huge
amounts of computer understanding. It is
not a programming or computer language
course, but a course designed to teach
computer users about computer security
and self protection on the Internet. We
believe it is among the first of its kind in a
college setting.” Course content will cover
such topics as computer viruses or worms,
identity theft through computers, firewalls,
set-up and protection of wireless systems
and related areas.

PACKED SPOTTS WORLD CULTURE AUDITORIUM:
SRU doctor of physical therapy students packed Spotts World
Culture Auditorium to hear 1967 SRU graduate Thomas W.
Zaucha, partner and vice president at Benchmark Medical, Inc.,
Indiana, Pa., offer “Physical Therapy - Profession or Business?” The
SRU alumnus, former chairman and chief executive officer of
Northstar Health Services, and founder and former president of
Keystone Rehabilitation Systems told students, “Look for a career
not a job. While you are in school, you gain clinical expertise.
When you start your career, you must learn efficient and productive
delivery of healthcare services to make yourself indispensable to your
employer.” Zaucha was named Health Care Entrepreneur of the
Year in Western Pennsylvania in 1992 and returned to campus as
part of the “Alumni Guest Lecture” series. 



College of EDUCATION
Departments of Counseling and Development, Elementary Education/Early Childhood, Physical Education, Sport Management, 
Secondary Education/Foundations of Education, and Special Education
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Part of ‘No Child Left Behind’
Program — 
FULL SCHOLARSHIP TO MINORITY STUDENTS 

PLANNED UNDER NEW $1.3 MILLION GRANT

Minority students in New Castle,
Farrell, Sharon and Youngstown, Ohio,
high schools considering becoming
teachers are preparing for a new SRU
program that will provide full-tuition
scholarships for up to a dozen entering,
students over the next two years.

The $1.3 million U.S. Department of
Education grant - the largest ever at SRU
— will provide full tuition, room and
board for six students majoring in
education in its first year, then expand to
12 students the following year. In addition,
funding will support SRU’s Professional
Development School relationships with a
number of regional school districts. That
support includes graduate-level course
scholarships as well as workshops and
seminars to help teachers qualify for
National Board Certification. 

Dr. Claudia Balach, assistant professor of
elementary education/early childhood and
a National Board Certified teacher, received
the grant. She says the grant stems from
President Bush’s “No Child Left Behind”
program which seeks a highly qualified
teacher in every classroom in the nation.

“This is a tremendous boost for our
education programs,” explains Balach, who
notes, “Usually this kind of grant goes to
universities in the Research I category. For
SRU to receive such a grant speaks volumes
about our education program.” SRU was
founded in 1889 as teacher training site
and 2,400 students are currently enrolled
in its College of Education.

“In December, we will begin targeting
high school in Farrell, Sharon and
Youngstown, looking for minority students
who want to become teachers, but did not
think it was possible to attend college. We
will offer them scholarships and work with
them in providing a cohort model,
mentoring, tutoring, and strengthening
academic advisement for the teacher
candidates as a way of ensuring their
success in college,” Balach explains.

“Dr. Balach is indeed to be commended
for obtaining this important grant,” said
Dr. Jay Hertzog, dean of SRU’s College of
Education. “This funding will move our
agenda ahead in making sure school
children have the best teachers possible
while also helping the region continue to
develop National Board Certified teachers.”
SRU’s teacher education program is
accredited by the National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education.  

Balach explains funding for the Teacher
Quality Enhancement Recruitment
program will result in systemic changes in
the recruitment, retention, teacher
education program, classroom practice of
K-12 teachers as well as induction of novice
teachers in central western Pennsylvania. 

By creating a Professional Development
School network, SRU education faculty
will create additional relationships between
collaboration sites with a joint goal of
improved pre-service teacher education
that includes quality clinical experiences,
along with collaboratively developed and
implemented professional development,
the implementation of an inquiry
approach and a focus on student
achievement. 

KOSOVAR VISITORS: Discussions of the differences in American
and Kosovarian education systems, including programs,
accreditation and academic standards, were on the table when Dr.
Jay Hertzog (left) dean of SRU’s College of Education, met with
Habibe Buzuku, officer in Kosovar Ministry of Education, Science
and Technology, and Lema Kabashi, a faculty member at the
University of Prishtina in Kosovar, as part of their campus visit.
Joining in were Dr. Richard Altenbaugh, professor of secondary
education, Dr. David M. Berman, professor at the University of
Pittsburgh, and Dr. Herbert Hunt, SRU assistant professor of
elementary education and early childhood. The two-day visit,
arranged by Altenbaugh, included class observations, meetings with
faculty from SRU professional development schools, SRU students
involved in field experience work and other faculty/staff meeting.

School Counseling Program
Gains National Acceptance

SRU’s department of counseling and
development has had its master’s degree
level School Counseling Program approved
by the Council for Accreditation of
Counseling and Related Education
Programs.

CACREP is a national board promoting
excellence in the professional preparation
of master’s level counseling practitioners
and master’s level professionals in related
fields of study. Programs receiving
CACREP acceptance have demonstrated a
commitment to high admissions, academic
and fieldwork standards and current best
practices in counselor preparation and
ongoing program improvement.

“We are proud of our most recent
acceptance,” said Dr. Jay Hertzog, dean of
the College of Education. “The hard work
put forth by faculty in the department and
across the college shows the level of
commitment we have in continuing to
build on SRU’s reputation of providing
rock solid education to all of our students.
This accreditation clearly shows our
program is a leader in the nation and
simultaneously tells students considering
enrolling at SRU that we are maintaining
the latest standards and most up-to-date
classes possible.”

SRU’s School Counseling Program
started preparing to make application to
CACREP in the fall of 2003 by adjusting
admissions procedures, increasing
fieldwork requirements for school
counseling interns and studying
departmental practices and policies.
Course requirements consistent with
CACREP standards have been in place
since 2001 when the SRU’s master’s in
Community Counseling Program achieved
CACREP accreditation.

Only six other schools in Pennsylvania
have CACREP accreditation for School
Counseling, including only two
(Edinboro and Shippensburg) in the
Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education.
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Psychology professor breaks
new ground on handedness 

Biology determines a person’s beliefs and
being exclusively right- or left-handed or
ambidextrous shapes those beliefs,
according to new research by Slippery Rock
University’s Dr. Christopher Niebauer,
assistant professor of psychology.

“Because handedness is likely to be
under the control of genetics, my research
shows that biology determines beliefs, not
environmental factors such as culture or
what your parents taught you,” he said.

Niebauer’s research on handedness has
received national and regional attention.
His findings appear in the 2005 book “A
Left-Hand turn around the world: Chasing
the mystery and meaning of all things
southpaw” by David Wolman and the
current issue of “New Scientist.” The
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette profiled Niebauer
in November.

Based on studies involving more than
1,000 people, he found those who are
ambidextrous seem to modify and update
their beliefs on a wide range of topics from
religion, politics and homosexuality to their
beliefs about their own health.

“In each case, ambidextrous people are
more likely to embrace the next new thing
while those less ambidextrous seem to
uphold the status quo,” he said.

Pike studied mud fiddler crabs and
wrote a paper on her findings, saying, “We
had to fit a semester’s worth of work into
three week.” 

The Marine Science Consortium offers
opportunities for studying marine biology,
marine geology and marine chemistry.
Slippery Rock University takes pride in
being a founding member of the
consortium of which many students have
benefited.

Instilling excitement for science
Teaching young people to enjoy and

pursue careers in science remains an
important mission of the department of
chemistry and physics. To plant the seed,
the department brought  100 third-graders
from Butler County to campus for lessons
in physics and the solar system. SRU’s Dr.
Krishna Mukherjee, chemistry and physics
instructor, organized the event.
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Math alum appointed president
of national association 

Joe Gallian, ’66, has been appointed
president-elect of the Mathematical
Association of America, one of the nation’s
largest math organization promoting
mathematical research and education
through conferences, contests surveys,
publications and scholarships.

Gallian, a mathematics professor at the
University of Minnesota/Duluth, keeps in
touch with his alma mater. Most recently,
he returned to participate and lecture in a
statewide conference hosted by SRU’s
math department.

Biology major one of 14 in
country in marine biology
course; researches fiddler crabs

SRU biology major Rebecca Pike (left)
was one of 14 students nationwide to
participate in the marine biology course at

the Marine Science Consortium in
Wallops Island, Va., a

non-profit facility for
marine studies.

Pupils learned the order of the planets by lining them up.

SRU’s Dr. Susan Hannam, interim dean of the College of Health,
Environment and Science, welcomes 100 third-graders to campus
for science day, telling students they could become the next great
astronomers, mathematicians and geologists.



College of HUMANITIES • FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS
Departments of Art, Dance, English, History, Modern Languages and Cultures, Music, Philosophy, Theater, and Women’s Studies

SRU history professor details
Pennsylvania’s contribution to
American Revolution 

Those following
current events in
world terrorism
would do well to
read SRU history
Professor Dr.
David Dixon’s
latest book “Never
Come to Peace
Again,” detailing
the social and political climate leading to
the American Revolution and offering
historical analysis of the three-year Pontiac’s
Uprising of 1763.

Dixon formulated his book “Never
Come to Peace Again: Pontiac’s Uprising
and the Fate of the British Empire in
North America,” while teaching a
Pennsylvania history course at SRU. The
384-page work includes 23 black-and-
white illustrations and is available at the
SGA bookstore.

“While nearly every American history
student knows of the shots fired at Concord,
few realize the first shots fired in anger against
British soldiers took place at Fort Loudon on
the Pennsylvania frontier in 1765 - nearly a
decade before the shots at Lexington Green,”
he said. “Others are surprised to hear
Pittsburgh had its own tea party.”

Blasé S. Scarnati turns over
Musicians’ Concert Band baton 

A legend has
passed the torch.
Blase S. Scarnati,
founder and
veteran conductor
of the SRU
Musicians’ Concert
Band, turned over
the conducting
baton to Jeff
Kroner, an original band member and
current music teacher with the Butler Area
School District, when the 100-member
community band presented its final concert
in December.

Keller, cited for excellence in the arts
by Pittsburgh Magazine and a recipient
of the President’s Award for Creative
Achievement at SRU, choreographed
much of the concert, which addressed
issues such as reproduction, emotional
confinement, guilt and victimization.

It’s an exciting time in the dance
department. Other semester highlights
included the Faculty and Guest Artists’
Dance Concert,
attended by 600,
a performance of
the centuries-old
Japanese folk
work “Big and
Small Lion
Dance” and a
masterclass and
performance by
the New York
based Nai-Ni
Chen Dance
Company.

SRU flute choir, chamber flutes
release first CD 

The Slippery Rock
University Flute Choir
and Chamber Flutes have
released their first CD,
“Flute Garden.” More than
20 students appear on nine
songs under the direction of
Stacey Steele, assistant professor of music.
The CD is available at the SGA Bookstore.

Scarnati, professor emeritus of music at
Slippery Rock University, formed the band
in 1986 with 35 members and has led its
membership expansion as it plays before
capacity crowds.

Music majors perform ‘Amahl
and the Night Visitors’; three
kings interviewed on radio 

An SRU production of “Amahl and the
Night Visitors” gave music majors a chance
to perform on campus and in Butler and
appear on a live radio show. WISR 680-AM
talk show host Dave Malarkey interviewed
the students playing the three kings. 

Nicholas Kochanov (left) of North
Huntington, Michael Desnoyers of
Allegheny, N.Y.  and Stephen Ball of Butler
arrived at the station for in-character
interviews. That is, they wore their
costumes, sang and answered questions
as kings.

Students performed at Swope Music Hall
and at Butler County Community College.
SRU’s Dr. Colleen Gray Neubert, assistant
professor of music, directed the American
opera, with SRU alumnus Mark Erickson,
’05 of New Wilmington, as assistant
director. SRU’s Kevin Smith, assistant
professor of music, conducted the
orchestra.

Dance department goes
international, tackles gender
stereotyping

Dance faculty Jennifer Keller entered the
regional spotlight when she performed
“Political Reflex,” a concert addressing
gender stereotyping, twice in Pittsburgh’s
Kelly-Strayhorn Theater. The Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette and Tribune-Review covered
the event.

French art on display: French sculptor Thierry Cayo (left) and
French painter Michele Caillaud-Houel show off their art in Carruth
Rizza Hall as part of this year’s “Focus on French Week” organized by
SRU’s department of modern languages and cultures. The artists, who
have displayed their works in numerous French galleries, China and
Morocco, discussed their art during the week, which also included a
French film and the chance to sample French food.
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Wagner graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
physical education from SRU and is an assistant
professor in the health, physical education, and
recreation department at Utah State University.  He
holds certifications from the American College of
Sports Medicine, the American Society of Exercise
Physiologists and the National Strength and
Conditioning Association.  

He feels SRU did a great job in preparing him for
his professional life.  “Many of the things I learned
in my teaching methods courses are still applicable
today when I am teaching university level classes.
Having balance in life is something, he said, was
the most important thing he has learned
throughout his career.  His biggest
accomplishments since graduation include
obtaining a doctor of philosophy degree, co-
authoring a textbook and more than a dozen
journal articles.  

He also considers reaching the summits of some
of the biggest mountains in the world among his
biggest accomplishment. He enjoys bicycling,
mountaineering and watching movies. When asked
to share something interesting, he said, “I have
been very fortunate to have traveled throughout
the world, and I have been able to climb in many of
the world’s greatest mountain ranges, including the
Himalaya and the Andes.” 

Sethna has been a teacher, principal and central
office administrator for public and private schools.
Today she is director of curriculum, instruction and
assessment in the Berkshire Local School District.
She has served on the SRU Alumni Association
board of directors and has performed in the
faculty/alumni dance performance.

Sethna majored in elementary education and
dance and she belonged to Kappa Delta Pi
Educational honorary and the SRU dance theater.
From here, she obtained her master’s degree in
education administration from Duquesne University.
Her favorite SRU memory is “living in North Hall,
performing with the SRU dance theater and
volunteering at the SRU Lab School.”

She feels “SRU gave me a very solid foundation
that allowed me to be successful in graduate
school and beyond.” Sethna went on to say, “After
graduation, I performed with a professional, local
dance company in Pittsburgh and began teaching
first grade at St. Agnus School in the Hill District.”  

Her biggest accomplishment since graduation
was being named interim superintendent of her
local school district. Sethna has been married six
years to Farhad Sethna, an immigration attorney
from Akron. They have three children, and are
expecting in December.

Kim Phillips
Sethna, ’89

Employer: Berkshire
Local School District

Job Title: Director
of Curriculum,
Instruction and
Assessment

Location: Burton,
Ohio

Dale Wagner,
’88

Employer: Utah
State University

Current Job Title:
Assistant Professor

Location: Logan,
Utah
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As president of Anne Arundel Community
College since August 1994, Smith’s focus has  been
to always put the students first. With that motto,
Smith has been recognized for her leadership,
vision and commitment to students and the
community. She is a member of the board of
directors of the League for Innovation in the
Community Colleges, has been appointed by Gov.
Robert L. Ehrilch to serve on the Maryland
Education Council and as her state’s representative
on the Education Commission for the States. Smith
also serves on the Governor’s Work Force
Investment Board, on the Institute for Community
College Development board, the board for the
Greater Baltimore Committee and the board of
Leadership Anne Arundel. 

Smith has been named one of Maryland’s Top
100 Women by The Daily Record, three times, most
recently in 2002; Anne Arundel County’s First
Women of Education by the YMCA of Annapolis
and Anne Arundel County; and received the 2001
Community Trustee Award from Leadership Anne
Arundel. Prior to working at AACC, Smith served as
president of Dundalk Community College for seven
years. She recalls one of her biggest
accomplishments is the privilege of being president
of two community colleges. 

After completing her SRU degree in chemistry,
Smith pursued her master’s degree in education
from University of Hawaii and her doctorate from
University of Northern Colorado. Smith says that
SRU provided her with many opportunities to
experience leadership and responsibility.

Dr. Martha A.
Smith, ’70

Employer:
Ann Arundel
Community College

Job title: College
President

Location: Arnold,
Maryland

Where Are they now?
A Profile of Past Recipients of SRU”s Outstanding
Senior Male and Female Award (Part 1 of a Two-Part Series)
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Wendy Bable,
’98

Employer: Wynn
Seale Academy of
Fine Arts

Job title: Resident
Director of Theatre,
Arts Ambassador

Location: Corpus
Christi, Texas

Bable originally chose SRU for “the strength of
the education program,” but decided to stay at The
Rock because of “the dynamic theater department.”
With majors in theater, English literature and
philosophy, she attributes the professional success
she has achieved in her career to the skills and
education she received at Slippery Rock University.
When asked how SRU helped to prepare her for her
professional life, Bable said, “The high expectations
in the theater department gave me the skills and
professional savvy necessary to enter the
professional world of theater.” 

As director of theater and arts at Wynn Seale
Academy of Fine Arts (Corpus Christi, Tex.), Bable
has continued to pursue her passion for theater
since graduation. Wynn Seale Academy is a magnet
middle school for fine arts, languages, and
technology. Wynn Seale celebrates its 10th year as
a magnet school for fine arts, languages, and
technology.

Bable’s professional theater experience includes
working with the Seattle Children’s Theater,
American Players Theater and Milwaukee Repertory
Theater in Wisconsin, as well as the Unseam’d
Shakespeare Company in Pittsburgh. In 1998 she
started her own theater company to provide more
first time opportunities to young artists. She
received the Dionysus Lifetime Achievement Award
and Best Actress Award from Alpha Psi Omega, the
national theater honorary in 1999, for her efforts

Bable is developing an original theater
production titled “From the Darkness,” a multi-
media play using journal entries from children of
the Holocaust. At the same time, she is completing
her master’s degree in secondary education from
Texas A & M, Corpus Christi. Bable praises SRU for
preparing her and challenging her to “push beyond”
her perceived limits in the pursuit of excellence in
her profession. 

Miller chose SRU because her high school
mathematics teacher attended and recommended it
to her. Among her favorite memories are “...breaking
into Vincent Science Hall to study with blankets,
pillows and popcorn poppers; passing the president
(Herb Reinhart) over the heads of the marching band
up the stadium seats and of course, Bob’s Subs.”
Miller says of SRU, “My professors took the time to
recommend the mathematical coursework I’d need to
succeed in graduate school. I learned how to broaden
my perceptions of the world - and to love doing so.”

In addition to her SRU bachelor’s degree in
mathematics, Miller completed her doctor of
philosophy degree from the University of Maryland.
After graduate school she worked at Western
Kentucky University as a tenured associate
professor. “I left all that to come back home to
SRU,” says Miller. Among her favorite mentors are
Bill Lindgren, Mike Deflesen, Clair McClure, Tony
Pagano and Blase Scarnati. 

Among Miller’s honors is the Distinguished Faculty
Mentor of 2004, presented by the Mathematical
Association of America. Miller has also taken study
tours of the United Kingdom, Greece, Mexico,
South Africa, Canada and the American west.

Name: Dr. J.
Lyn Miller, ’86

Employer: Slippery
Rock University

Job Title: Assistant
Professor

Location: Slippery
Rock

A communication major with a minor in Spanish,
Barger also received a certificate in nonprofit
leadership as part of SRU’s American Humanics
Program. He is the director of development at the
AACA Museum, Inc., and responsible for the
coordination and management of all fundraising
activities. His job involves soliciting donations,

Chad Barger, ’02

Job title: Director of Development

Employer: Antique Automobile Club of
America Museum, Inc.

Location: Hershey

Diane is a self-employed businesswoman who
owns and operates two Hallmark card shops. In her
community she has been involved in clubs and
booster organizations, church boards and plays in a
hand bell choir.

She graduated from SRU with a bachelor’s
degree in health and phys education. Poach says, “I
felt as though I was prepared as a teacher. The
classes, teachers and student teaching experiences
were excellent.”  

She says the most important thing she learned
was to be pleasant and honest.  “Be pleasant and
honest in your dealings with people and you can
win them over.”  Her biggest accomplishment since
graduation was being married to her husband for
33 years, and raising 4 children and 6 grandchildren.
“My life has been full and blessed. We have traveled
around the world but still enjoy our home in the
hills of West Virginia,” says Poach.

Diane Butler
Poach, ’73

Job title:
Owner/Employer:
Diane’s Hallmark
Shops

Location:
Buckhannon, W.V.

sponsorships and memberships as well as working
with those interested in donating antique
automobiles. “I find my career both challenging 
and rewarding,” says Barger.

“SRU provided me with countless extra-curricular
opportunities that I used to build the skills related
to my career,” he says. “Specifically, the Institute for
Community, Service-Learning and Nonprofit Leadership
and American Humanics Program was an essential
factor in preparing for my career.” While at the Rock,
Barger says he learned the importance of teamwork
and how to function in a group work environment.
“This was always a point of emphasis at SRU and a
lesson which I’m glad I learned prior to entering
the workforce.” 

Barger and his wife, Kim, live in Mechanicsburg,
where he enjoys home renovation, antique tool
restoration and golf.
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continued

Where Are They Now? continued

Williams is an exercise science graduate from
SRU and is pursuing her master’s degree in physical
therapy. She works part-time at the weight
management and wellness center of Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh. She is a member of Phi
Kappa Phi Honor Society, Golden Key International
Honor Society and the class liaison to the
southwest district of the Pennsylvania Physical
Therapy Association.  As a graduate assistant for
the SRU honors program, she helps organize the
Saturday Showcase Admission Program.

“I have many wonderful memories. I think my
favorites were my “Great Books” trip and
presenting my research at two professional
conferences,” says Williams.  SRU taught her the
importance of working hard, getting involved,
staying motivated and managing her time. “At SRU,
I had the opportunity to work on research in
exercise science. This has inspired me to continue
working on research in graduate school,” says
Williams.  

Her biggest accomplishment since graduation
was being hired to work at the Children’s Hospital
of Pittsburgh. “In October I attended the National
Student Conclave of the American Physical Therapy
Association in Denver, Colorado, where I learned
about many aspects of Physical Therapy practice.
This really helped to further inspire my career
inspirations,” says Williams.

Valerie
Williams, ’05

Employer: Slippery
Rock University

Current Job Title:
Graduate Assistant

Location: Slippery
Rock

As a senior research toxicologist, Himmelstein’s
job duties include, performing consults, researching
and testing for new and existing chemicals for
large chemical companies. His specialty is planning
and conducting metabolism and pharmacokinetic
studies (the process of how a drug is absorbed,
distributed, metabolized, and eliminated by the
body) to answer questions about how many
chemicals can be absorbed by the body and how it
is eliminated with or without causing toxicity. 

At SRU, Himmelstein majored in environmental
science and minored in chemistry. After graduation
he attended the University of Cincinnati where he
earned a doctor of philosophy degree in environmental
health/toxicology. He would later attend the Chemical
Industry Institute of Toxicology, in Research Triangle
Park, N.C., to earn the post-doctorate fellow.
Himmelstein chose Slippery Rock because of the
strength of the environmental science program. “It
was aligned with my interest in a career aimed at
improving the quality of the environment,” he said. 

Himmelstein was a member of a “small but
exclusive club” called the lab slobs. He said they had
tee-shirts made and key access to Vincent Science
Hall. “We would inhabit Vincent Hall at odd hours
helping prepare labs for various professors as part
of the work study program. It was a great way to
find the best locations to study.” His ultimate memory
of SRU was meeting his wife, Karen Werdehoff, who
was also in the environmental science program.
Lastly, Himmelstein says, “The coursework prepared
me for seven years of graduate school. The lab
courses and work study at SRU were a great prelude
to graduate school research.”

Matthew
Himmelstein,
’85

Job Title: Senior
Research Toxicologist

Employer: DuPont
Haskell Laboratory
for Health and
Environmental
Science

Location:
Landenberg

A dual major studying exercise science and
dance, Kinker received the Outstanding Senior
Award in 2004. She works full time at a medically-
based fitness facility in Cincinnati, Ohio. In her
spare time, she teaches dance to 3 to 18-years-
olds. In 2005, Kinker received the Top Dance
Choreographer Award at the Star Power National
Dance Competition.

While at SRU, Kinker was active in extra-
curricular activities, including studying abroad. She
was initially interested in The Rock because it
offered both physical therapy and modern dance
programs. “After visiting the University, I knew it
was the place for me. The campus was beautiful...,”
she says. 

By preparing for interviews and organizing her
portfolio, with the assistance of Career Services,
Kinker felt she was “overqualified” for her first job
because she had excelled in SRU’s premier exercise
science program. “I had much more practical
experience going into my first job than my peers.
My education and time spent at SRU prepared me
for this job,” she adds.

Lauren
Kinker, ’04

Employer: TriHealth
Fitness and Health
Pavilion

Job Title: Health
and Fitness
Specialist/Dance
Instructor and
Choreographer

Location:
Cincinnati, Ohio

Anyone interested in nominating someone to receive a Young Alumni Award in the future, please contact the alumni office at
1-800-GET-ROCK or alumni@sru.edu. We welcome all nominations.
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THANKS FOR TALKING WITH US
Slippery Rock University students,

faculty and staff would like to say “thank you” to all
alumni who answered their phones during the 2005 fall semester

Annual Fund Phonathon Program. Your generous pledges on the phone
totaled more than $126,000. Alumni participation in the Phonathon Program

has been increasing thanks to you!

Only with your continued support will the 2005-2006 Phonathon Program be
successful for Slippery Rock University. The
2005-2006 Phonathon Program began on

September 19, 2005, with approximately 20 student
callers contacting more than 22,000 alumni during

the fall semester. These calls will be made until
May 2006 on every Sunday through Thursday

during the hours of 6 - 9 p.m. EST.

So, please continue to answer your phone when a
Slippery Rock University student calls you! Our callers
will be ready to talk to you about your days on campus,

new programs at the University and ask you for your
continued support of Slippery Rock University. Remember,

your gift to the Annual Fund can be made by personal
check, credit card or through our secure Giving to SRU

Web page at www.sru.edu.

JOIN YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION TODAY!
Did you know that the Slippery Rock University Alumni Association supports students with more than
$20,000 worth of scholarships each year? The Alumni Association also hosts alumni events such as
homecoming, alumni weekend and gatherings. Why not take a moment to be part of an organization that is
run by Rock alumni for Rock alumni? Simply fill out the form below and mail to: Office of Alumni Relations,
1 Morrow Way, Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock, PA 16057. Fax: 724-738-4784.

Name__________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________ State______ Zip Code_____________

Phone #_____________________________ E-mail_____________________________________

Dues Levels (check one):

___ Individual Annual $30
___ Joint Annual $50
___ 65 and Older, Individual Annual $10
___ 65 and Older, Join Annual $20
___ Individual Life $300
___ Joint Life $400

Spouse Name (if SRU graduate)____________________________________________________

Graduation Year__________________ Major__________________________________________

You can also register online at http://rockalumnicafe.com. Questions?
Call 1-800-GET-ROCK. Please make checks payable to “SRUAA.”

___ 65 and Older, Individual Life $100
___ 65 and Older, Joint Life $200
___ Associate Annual $30
___ Associate Joint Annual $50
___ Associate Life $300
___ Associate Joint Life $400
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BUTLER EAGLE COVERS OLD STONE HOUSE,
OTHER HISTORY NEWS
The Butler Eagle gave positive coverage through a
two-page, photo-heavy story on the possibility of
ghosts at the Old Stone House. 

SRU’s Dr. David Dixon, history professor and
curator of the house, held the annual “Ghost
Stories at the Old Stone House.” The event
prompted a two-hour radio show on WBUT in
Butler.

In other history coverage, Dixon’s new book,
“Never Come Peace Again,” also drew
considerable attention.

PENNSYLVANIA  FARM DAY 
In an effort to give local children a “real farm”
experience, the Macoskey Center for Sustainable
Systems Research and Education brought local

elementary school children to its facility. The
Butler Eagle published a story with photos.
Students learned about chickens, pigs, sheep,
proper nutrition and the importance of
agriculture in Pennsylvania.

THE VINDICATOR (OHIO) COVERS $20,000
DONATION
When Quality Aggregates, Inc., a Pittsburgh-
based surface mining and land reclamation
company, committed $20,000 to SRU to create
the Quality Aggregates Scholarship for graduates
of New Castle’s Laurel High School, the story
made news in Ohio. The Vindicator from
Youngstown covered the development.

Under the plan, administered by the Slippery
Rock University Foundation, Inc., the nonprofit
manager of charitable resources for the university,
the first $1,000 scholarship will be awarded next
spring to the Laurel High graduate with the
highest grade-point-average, applying and being
admitted to SRU for fall 2006.

STORM HARBOR EQUESTRIAN CENTER NETS
EXPOSURE
The Butler Eagle published an extensive story,
with pictures, on SRU’s new Storm Harbor
Equestrian Center. (See front section of
magazine.) The article noted SRU is one of the
few universities in the country with such an
extensive equestrian program for those with
disabilities.

NEW CASTLE NEWS LAUDS SERVICE GRANT
When Slippery Rock University’s AmeriCorps
Program received a $334,800 state grant today to
provide money for students and local residents to
serve at 15 schools and social-service organizations,
including Habitat for Humanity, the New Castle
News published a front-page story.

The grant provides AmeriCorps positions for
26 SRU students and 33 local residents, who will
serve at the I CARE House in New Castle, the
Lawrence County Habitat for Humanity,
Children’s Advocacy Center and several schools
and organizations. They coordinate after-school
programs in Lawrence County schools, host
parenting workshops, care for senior citizens and
recruit volunteers.

PAPERS COVER NURSING MINORITY
SCHOLARSHIP

SRU recently created a minority nursing
scholarship honoring Hattie Turk, a Pittsburgh
nursing pioneer. The Allied News published the
story, as did the New Pittsburgh Courier. The
The scholarship awards money to students
enrolled in the Clarion Edinboro and Slippery
Rock Universities Master of Science in Nursing
Program.

NEWSPAPERS COVER PROFESSOR’S
RESEARCH ON HANDEDNESS  
The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette published a news
story and column (“Is Right Always Right?) on
the unusual research conducted by SRU’s Dr.
Christopher Niebauer, assistant professor
psychology. The Allied News and Butler Eagle
profiled him as well.

Based on studies involving more than 1,000
people, Niebauer found those who are
ambidextrous seem to modify and update their
beliefs on a wide range of topics from religion,
politics and homosexuality to their beliefs about
their own health. His research was published
nationally in a book and an edition of “New
Scientist.”

Post-Gazette columnist Dave Budinger called it
a fascinating study, noting, “Niebauer believes the
ambidextrous think a little differently than right-
handed people or the 10 percent among us who
are left-handed.”

TWO SRU FOLKS NOMINATED AS ‘CHIEF
FINANCIAL OFFICER OF YEAR’ 
The Pittsburgh Business Times published profiles
of SRU’s Dr. Charles Curry, vice president finance
and administrative affairs, and Don Johnston,
’89, treasurer of Every Child, Inc., after they were
nominated for chief financial officer of the year.
(See story in News from the Rock.)

“CFOs are viewed within their firms and
communities as an important source for
information, advice and long-term strategic
direction,” special reports editor Mara Mrvos
wrote in an introduction. This is certainly true of
SRU’s outstanding leaders.

PITTSBURGH COLUMNIST COVERS POLITICS
OF CLEAN WATER 
Columnist Bill Steigerwald of the Pittsburgh
Tribune-Review wrote a positive column about
SRU’s Richard Wukich, professor of art, and his
use of ceramics to purify drinking water in the
Sudan and other third-world countries. 

Wukich, an active member of Potters for Peace,
uses a ceramic filter to remove harmful bacteria
and microbes from water making it drinkable.

Wukich, who primarily teaches pottery-making
classes at SRU, joined the faculty in 1968. In a
similar mission last year, he traveled to Iraq with
Potters for Peace.

Newspapers published more than 100 stories about SRU this semester, covering
scholarships, research by professors and students, the opening of the Storm Harbor
Equestrian Center and a professor’s efforts to purify drinking water in the Sudan.
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Athletics
G

reen Bay, Wisconsin, may claim

to be “Titletown USA” and

Detroit may lay claim to

“Hockeytown USA.” But on November

6, 2005, Slippery Rock proudly earned

the right to call itself “Soccertown PA.”

On that day that will live in Rock athletic

history, Slippery Rock University claimed

the championship in both the Pennsylvania

State Athletic Conference men’s and

women’s soccer playoff competitions.

The Rock thus became only the second

school in PSAC history to simultaneously

own both conference soccer titles.

The Rock men, under the guidance of

head coach Matt Thompson, defeated

top-seeded California U. of Pa. by a 2-1

score on the Vulcans’ home turf to win

SRU’s first men’s soccer conference title

since 1974.

The Rock, under the tutelage of head

coach Noreen Herlihy, recorded a 1-0

decision in the Golden Bears’ den three

days after Kutztown had upset previously

undefeated and eventual regional champion

West Chester in a semifinal match.

Game MVP Meghan McGrath, a

sophomore midfielder, scored the title-

winning tally in the third minute of the

SRU, which had not competed in

PSAC postseason competition since 1985,

subsequently received its first-ever berth in

the NCAA playoffs to cap off a

memorable 2005 campaign.

In recognition of his leadership effort,

his peers named Thompson as the PSAC

“Coach of the Year.”

Three members of the conference

championship team – sophomore forward

Nick Christy, sophomore defender Matt

Furlan and senior midfielder David
Keller – were afforded second-team all-

region and all-conference honors for their

roles in the title-winning effort.

While The Rock men were conquering

California, the SRU women’s soccer team

was closing the deal on its second PSAC

title in the last three seasons in Kutztown.

“WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!”



second half of action. Freshman goalie

Jen McCormick then slammed the door

on the hosts to record her 12th shutout

of the season.

Joy soon turned into shock, though, as

The Rock was inexplicably denied a berth

in the NCAA playoffs.

The wound was salved somewhat

when SRU senior captain and midfielder

Julie Kirwan was selected by the

division’s head coaches as the top player

in the PSAC’s Western Division.

Kirwan and McGrath subsequently

received second-team all-region honors and

were two of six Rock players named to

All-PSAC-West honors. They were joined

on the first-team list by McCormick and

sophomore midfielder Jaimi Wilson.

Freshman forward Danielle Cooper and

sophomore forward Sarah Mangiarelli
earned second-team all-conference honors.

Behind the title-winning efforts of the

men’s and women’s soccer teams, The

Rock assumed the lead in the hunt for

the 2005-06 Dixon Trophy awarded to

the top athletic program in the 

14-school PSAC.
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Rock seniors Cheryl Wickerham (l9), Emily Winterich (5) and Julie Kirwan (16) and team co-captain Kelly Blake
(second from left) proudly display the Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference championship trophy and join
teammates in celebrating following their 1-0 win at Kutztown in the conference title game. 
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F r e s h m e n  p h e n o m
p a c e s  f a l l  e f f o r t

T
he pacesetting effort for Rock

student-athletes in terms of

individual honors was the

storybook freshman season recorded by

men’s cross country standout Jeff Weiss.
Weiss quickly served notice that he

would be a force with which to be

reckoned when he won the individual

title at the George Kyte Classic hosted by

NCAA Division I competitor Northern

Arizona in early September.

Fast forward to November.

Weiss

finished his

phenomenal

freshman

season with a

No. 3 finish in

the NCAA

Division II

national

championship

race – the

highest

finishes by a

Rock runner

since 1983

when Bob
Petrini earned

his second successive national runner-up

honor – and the individual titles in both

the NCAA East Regional and PSAC

championship races.

Consequently, Weiss was named as the

East Regional “Athlete of the Year” by the

U.S. Track and Field and Cross Country

Coaches Association and as both the

“Athlete of the Year” and “Rookie of the

Year” by the PSAC coaches.

M e m o r a b l e  s e a s o n  f o r
m e n ’s  w a t e r  p o l o  t e a m

A
n effort that went unnoticed in

terms of the aforementioned

Dixon Trophy chase since there

is no PSAC-sponsored competition in the

sport was a season to remember for The

Rock men’s water polo team.

Veteran head coach Jim Yeamans’
squad compiled a 24-7 won-lost record

this fall, a mark that stands second only

to a 26-7 ledger compiled by the 1991

Rock team – the first intercollegiate men’s

water polo team sponsored by SRU.

The season culminated with a No. 6

finish in the Collegiate Water Polo

Association’s Eastern Regional

tournament, the equivalent of a NCAA

Division I competition.

En route to that honor, The Rock

garnered a fourth-place finish in the

CWPA Southern Regional, won the

CWPA Southern Division-Western

Regional regular-season and Division II

East Regional titles and earned a No. 20

national ranking.

In recognition of his efforts, Yeamans

was named as the CWPA Southern

Division “Coach of the Year.”

Senior setter Arseni Grokhovski was

named to first-team All-Southern

Division honors while sophomore driver

Oliver Horrigan and senior goalie Glenn
Reepmeyer received second-team all-

region honors. (end trim optional section)

H o n o r s  g a l o r e  f o r  f a l l  S p o r t s

T
he aforementioned team and

individual honors were but a few

of the achievements recorded by

Rock fall sports teams and/or student-

athletes. Others of note included:

Volleyball – The Rock finished the

season with a 24-10 won-

lost record, the most wins

for a Rock team since

1994, and earned its first

NCAA playoff berth since

2000. Freshman middle

blocker Anastasia Urbanik
earned first-team all-region

honors from the American Volleyball

Coaches Association and was named to

first-team All-PSAC-West honors and 

as the division’s “Rookie of the Year” by

the conference’s coaches. Junior setter

Sara Kirsch also received first-team

AVCA all-region and All-PSAC-West

honors and was a second-team

Daktronics all-region selection by the

sports information directors. She also

earned a spot on the NCAA Division II

Atlantic Regional all-tournament team.

JEFF WEISS

ANASTASIA
URBANIK

Football – Senior running back/return

specialist Josh Kniess earned All-America

honors from CollegeSportsReport.com

and all-region honors from several

organizations. Senior defensive nose guard

Robert Minnie was named to the East

Team roster for the Cactus

Bowl, NCAA Division II

all-star game. Kniess and

Minnie were two of five

Rock players who earned

All-PSAC-West honors.

Also included on that list

were junior offensive tackle Mike
Butterworth, sophomore defensive end

Cory Lacek and junior linebacker

Jerome Whiting. Lacek was also named

to Daktronics all-region honors. Junior

kicking specialist Ryan Daniel, sophomore

wide receiver Paul Favers and senior

offensive guard Don Harbison earned

second-team All-PSAC-West honors.

J o e  Q u i n l a n  n a m e d
A D  a t  S e t o n  H a l l

Joseph A. Quinlan, Jr. (’80) was

named in September as Director of

Athletics and Recreational Services at

Seton Hall University.

Quinlan assumed the reins of the BIG

EAST Conference program after seven

years as an assistant at Rutgers, where he

served as deputy AD since 2003.

Quinlan previously worked as an

assistant sports information

director and assistant

director of athletics at

Seton Hall from 1986-89,

as Assistant Director of the

NCAA Division I Men’s

Basketball Championship

from 1989 to 1992 and as

assistant athletics director at St.

Bonaventure University from 1992-94.

He began his career in collegiate

athletics at Loyola College in Baltimore,

Md., as the Sports Information Director

from 1984-86.

Quinlan graduated from Slippery Rock

State College in 1980 with a degree in

allied health and earned a master’s degree

in health, physical education and

recreation from Ohio State in 1983. 

JOSH KNIESS

JOSEPH A.
QUINLAN, JR



The Rock football coaching staff

for the seasons 1972 through 1974

received a “Special Recognition

Award” during the Sept. 10 induction

ceremonies for the SRU Athletic Hall

of Fame’s Class of 2005. Members of

that coaching staff included (from

left to right): Stan Kendziorski,

head coach Bob DiSpirito, Jean

Clinger (representing her late

husband Doug), Paul “Bear” Bruno

and Rod Oberlin. 

Not present was Mike Pariseau.

Inducted into the SRU Athletic Hall

of Fame as members of the Class of

2005 were (from left to right): Joan

Mount Anderson (cross country/track

and field, SRU ’95), Greg Hopkins

(football/wrestling, SRU ’95), Jay

Wagner (football, SRU ’70/’73), Bill

Miller (swimming, SRU ’64), Dr. Al

Schmittlein (golf coach, 1979-92),

Sean Patrick Kelly, Gretchen Moran

Kelly and Steve Banjak (gymnastics

coach, 1968-84). Sean Patrick Kelly

and Gretchen Moran Kelly represented

their late father and husband, Bill

Kelly (football, SRU ’65).

Present for the “Locker Room of

Champions” dedication ceremonies 

on Sept. 24 were several of the donors

whose contributions led to the

successful completion of the

project. Included in that group

were Gene Collodi, Quentin

Currie, James “Red” DiAntonio,

Fred Herlinger Jr., Stan

Kendziorski, Don Koshute,

Frank Lucido, George

McDowell, the Joe Merhaut

family, current Rock head coach

Dr. George Mihalik and his

family, Bob and Karen Watson

and Rock athletic trainer

Scott Zema.

The “Locker Room of Champions,” a state of the art facility used by The Rock

football team, is the newest addition to the N. Kerr Thompson Stadium complex.

Dedication ceremonies were held on Sept. 24, prior to the football game vs. Lock

Haven. Featured prominently in the locker room are SRU’s “Block S” and “Rock” logos.

1 9 7 0 s  F o o t b a l l  C o a c h e s

H a l l  o f  F a m e  C l a s s  o f  2 0 0 5

L o c k e r  R o o m  o f  C h a m p i o n s
D o n o r s

Locker  Room o f  Champions
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In January 2000, Slippery

Rock University began The

Campaign for Slippery Rock

University and stimulated an

incredible outpouring of

generosity from alumni and

others.

At no other time in its 116

year history has more fiscal

support been contributed. A

total of $20,437,202 has been

gifted or pledged since the

University unveiled its 10-year,

$33 million campaign. Annual

contributions have surpassed

the $3 million mark during

four of the last five years.

“Words alone cannot express

my sincere appreciation for the

remarkable support from the

University’s constituents,” said

President Smith. “Their

generosity helps Slippery Rock

University transform lives by

creating opportunities for

students through scholarships,

research, innovative learning

environments and technologies

as well as enriching our

community with the arts,

athletics and music.”

Smith added, “All gifts, in

any amount and in any way,

have a profound impact on the

lives of our students.” 

The Campaign for Slippery

Rock University began as an

effort to generate $11 million

during a five-year period. The

goal of the campaign was

increased to $33 million within

10 years due to the

overwhelming response that

surpassed the $11 million goal

in just 18 months. The $20 .4

million collected represents 62

percent of the campaign goal.

Individuals have accounted

for nearly $12.9 million,

representing 63 percent, of the

total. Friends of Slippery Rock

University have gifted and

committed $6.5 million, 32

percent. Gifts and

commitments from alumni

total nearly $5.6 million 27

percent. Also, faculty and staff

contributed and committed

$725,052, or 3.6 percent of the

campaign total.

The corporate community

has provided $6.1 million, 32

percent, of the total. And

nearly 7 percent, $1.4 million,

was gifted by foundations and

other organizations.

Campaign Stimulates Outpouring of Generosity
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GIFTS THAT BENEFIT STUDENTS: Charitable gifts from alumni and friends are making a significant difference in the lives of Slippery Rock  University students. Gifts continue to provide
numerous learning enhancements for students through increased opportunities for scholarships, for facilities, and for academic, athletic, and cultural programs.



Thirty-seven donors to The

Campaign for Slippery Rock

University and members of the

seven Lifetime Giving

Recognition Clubs were honored

as part of the Celebration of

Giving held in Old Main.

The Celebration of Giving is

an annual event to thank

donors. President Smith took

time to recognize those being

“pinned” into the various giving

clubs, thanking them “for being

very special and important to

the continued success of Slippery

Rock University.”

Receiving their second lapel

pins and moving to the Ruby

Club ($50,000-$99,999) were

John and Kathryn Conway.

Moving to Amethyst ($10,000-

$24,999) were Bob and Marilyn

DiSpirito.

and Janet, ’78, Sphar.

Peridot ($5,000-$9,999), Dr.

Jace Condravy and Tim Chase,

Receiving their first lapel pins

were: Sapphire ($100,000-

$499,999), Drs. G. Warren and

Connie Smith; Ruby ($50,000-

$99,999), Georgia Berner and

Jim Farber, and Dr. Michael

Cleary and Jane Scott-Cleary.

Aquamarine ($25,000-

$49,999), President Emeritus

Dr. Robert and Nancy

Aebersold; Don, ’51, and Terry,

’52, Phillips, and Dr. Rhoda

Taylor.

Amethyst ($10,000-$24,999),

Drs. Robert and Kathleen

Boykin, Claire Schmieler, ’87,

Robert and Barbara Davis, Lois

Hamilton, Dr. Frank and Ruth

Hoffman, Joseph D.

Monteleone, Glenn and Dr.

Ramona Nelson, Dr. Jerome and

Theresa O’Malley, Blasé and

Mary Scarnati, and Gary, ’76,

Bill and Kathryn Elliott, and

Drs. Jim and Kathleen

Strickland.

37 INDUCTED INTO LIFETIME GIVING CLUBS AT CELEBRATION OF GIVING
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A Job Well Done: President Robert Smith congratulates Barry ’73 and Rayanne Welsch
following their comments as hosts of the Celebration of Giving in December that was

attended by 160 contributors. Welsch serves as vice chair of the Slippery Rock University
Foundation, Inc., Board  of Directors.

PITTSBURGH-BASED QUALITY AGGREGATES CREATES AWARD 
FOR LAUREL HIGH SCHOLARS

Quality Aggregates Inc., a

Pittsburgh-based surface mining

and land reclamation company,

has completed to a $20,000

donation to SRU to create the

Quality Aggregates Endowed

Scholarship for graduates of

Laurel High School.

Under the plan, administered

by the Slippery Rock University

Foundation, Inc., the nonprofit

manager of charitable resources

for the University, the first

$1,000 scholarship will be

awarded next spring to the

Laurel High graduate with the

highest grade-point-average,

applying and being admitted to

SRU for fall 2006.

“This is a very important

scholarship,” says President

Smith, noting, “It will allow a

deserving Laurel High graduate

the opportunity to attend SRU.

We are deeply appreciative of

Quality Aggregates, and

especially its president Joe Aloe.

His leadership in giving back to

the community in which the

company operates and in

recognizing the need for such

scholarships is to be

commended. We thank both

him and Quality Aggregates for

their generosity and support.”

Last year, Quality Aggregates

donated limestone boulders

produced at its Princeton, Pa.,

quarry, moving them to campus

to create a walkway rock

sculpture on the main quad near

Bailey Library. The donation

helped beautify the campus.

Aloe stated, “Safety,

environmental stewardship and

community relations are

essential in today’s mineral

extraction industry. QAI is

proud of its on-going affiliation

with Slippery Rock University.”

Slippery Rock University

Foundation, Inc., provides $4.3

million annually for programs

and projects under way on

campus, including more than

$1.2 million in direct student

scholarship aid provided by

donors and those creating both

endowed and special

scholarships.



NEW LEGACY SOCIETY AT SRU CREATES RECOGNITION
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FOR THOSE MAKING PLANNED GIFTS

The Legacy Society of Slippery

Rock University is being

established to acknowledge

alumni who make planned gifts

to the University and encourage

friends and alumni to include

planned giving to SRU in their

financial and estate plans. 

Planned giving is an easy and

effective way for friends and

alumni to contribute to the

success of the University while at

the same time generating an

immediate or deferred income

and/or tax benefit. The most

common planned gifts are made

through charitable gift annuities

or bequests. 

“This new society will help

more alumni realize their

philanthropic dreams. In

watching national trends we see

that the majority of planned gifts

are unrestricted, a fact that helps

build a strong endowment. It is

critical that we expand our

endowment for future innovation

and growth at Slippery Rock

University,” says President Smith.

“It will be a sincere pleasure to

recognize our friends and alumni

who provide this leadership to

strengthen our endowment,”

commented Smith.

SRU alumnae James E., ’42,

and Lois Gallagher, ’42, have

made an unrestricted bequest

commitment of $75,000 through

their will. “Lois and I have a

sincere respect for Slippery Rock

University and a pretty good

understanding of higher

education from our involvement

in various ways for nearly 60

years,” said Jim. “We believe the

best way our commitment will

help the University is to empower

the administration to use it for

one of its priority programs.” 

Madeline (Booth) Clements,

’56, recently notified the

University she has named SRU as

a co-beneficiary in her will.

Clements states, “Providing for a

scholarship fund for deserving

students is an opportunity for me

to support SRU where I received

an excellent foundation for my

career in education. More

importantly, I can assist a new

generation of teachers who will

help their students achieve their

dreams.”

According to Ruth Purcell,

director for University

Advancement, “The University

has been fortunate to receive gifts

through bequests and the

establishment of the Legacy

Society will enable the University

to express its appreciation and

recognize donors’ generosity

during their lifetime. We also

hope it will encourage alumni to

let us know of their future

intentions.” 

Dr. Catherine Morsink, retired

College of Education dean,

recently made a planned gift with

a charitable gift annuity to

increase the endowment in the

Catherine Morsink Scholarship.

“I decided to make this gift

through an annuity because it is

truly a win-win situation. It is

good for both the giver and the

institution. In return for this gift

I see the immediate benefits for

the University, and I realize a

return in the form of a

guaranteed annual income from

the Slippery Rock University

Foundation,” stated Morsink. 

Members of the society will

include donors who make their

planned gift via a bequest,

charitable gift annuity or other

planned charitable gift

arrangements. They will be

recognized and honored at

University special events,

including the Celebration of

Giving, the Presidential Gala

and other donor recognition

events at SRU and receive the

most rewarding benefit of all –

knowing that their gift is making

a significant difference for future

generations of SRU students.

In addition to establishing the

Legacy Society of Slippery Rock

University, a new initiative is

being launched to communicate

the importance of planned giving

at the University. “We see an

increasing number of alumni

who are interested in making

gifts but whose assets are in

retirement accounts, property

and securities. Planned giving

enables donors to utilize non-

cash assets to give to the

University and derive an income

or tax benefit. It’s an exciting

opportunity for both donors and

SRU,” said Purcell.

Those interested in becoming

members of the society or who

are interested in additional

information about planned

giving are urged to call

University Advancement at

724-738-2004, or send an e-mail

to: advancement@sru.edu.

James and Lois Gallagher

Dr. Catherine V. Morsink

“I can assist a
new generation
of teachers who
will help their

students achieve
their dreams.”

Madeline (Booth) Clements, ’56
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Snyder family and Snyder

Associated Companies personify

the values the University holds

dear: a solid work ethic that is

the foundation for success and a

generous commitment to the

community in which we live and

work. We are indeed honored

that the family has selected

Slippery Rock University for this

most important contribution.

This gift will have a dramatic

impact on the region, the campus

and the local community. The

support of the Snyder family is

deeply appreciated.”

“I am pleased to be part of

such a major undertaking at

Slippery Rock University. As a

University neighbor, it is exciting

to see young people develop their

talents, especially those involved

in new technologies and science,

on which this building is

founded. Our companies rely on

science, and we hope this lobby

will remind students of the direct

impact their learning can have on

business and the community,”

said Dennis Snyder, president of

Allegheny Mineral and vice

president of Snyder Associated,

Inc. Snyder is a grandson of the

late Charles Snyder and nephew

to Elmer Snyder, company

founders. He has worked with

the University in establishing the

gift. His wife, the former Kathy

Veronesi, is a 1972 SRU graduate,

and Elmer Snyder’s wife, Annabelle

is a 1946 SRU graduate.

Brothers Elmer and Charles’

partnership began in 1941 as a

The Snyder Charitable

Foundation based in Kittanning

has committed $250,000 to help

construct SRU’s new $14.4

million Advanced Technology

and Science Hall, slated for

opening next spring. The

building will include a formal

lobby named for the Snyder

family following announcement

of the family foundation’s gift in

support of the campus project.

The Snyder Charitable

Foundation commitment will

allow the building’s entranceway

to become an inviting academic

showcase for students and

visitors. The Snyder Lobby will

include furniture and wall art

along with a plaque

commemorating the family

foundation’s gift as a

remembrance of its generosity.

Snyder Associated Companies,

Inc., is the holding company for

a number of related businesses,

including Allegheny Mineral

Corp., operating in Slippery

Rock and nearby Harrisville.

In accepting the gift, SRU

President Smith said, “The

small construction and coal

business growing to become one

of the largest Armstrong County

employers with major facilities

in Butler County as well as from

humble beginnings, the Snyder

brothers evolved their company

to develop into a number of

businesses now including

operations in mining,

manufacturing, agriculture, oil

and gas and banking sectors.

The Snyder Charitable

Foundation was established to

manage charitable resources for

Snyder Associated.

The University’s new Advanced

Technology and Science Hall,

currently under construction,

will house the departments of

physics, chemistry, geology,

geography and computer science.

The 76,000-square-foot, state-of-

the-art facility will offer some 20

science teaching and research

laboratories; computer labs; a

showcase, 250-seat auditorium;

“smart classrooms;” study

lounges; and faculty offices all

wired for Internet access and

multimedia display.

SNYDER CHARITABLE FOUNDATION COMMITS $250,000 TO FUND LOBBY 
FOR SRU’S NEW $14.4 MILLION STATE-OF-THE-ART
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE HALL

Dennis Snyder

PRESIDENT’S SIGNATURE CIRCLE AWARD
LAUNCHES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Blasé S. Scarnati, professor

emeritus of music, was honored

with the newly created President’s

Signature Circle Award which

will provide a four-year $10,000

scholarship to a first-year student

in Scarnati’s name as he formally

retired as director of the

Musicians’ Concert Band, a

community band he formed in

1986. An additional $10,000

was added to the current Blasé S.

Scarnati and Mary L. Scarnati

Endowed Scholarship in honor of

Scarnati’s leadership in enriching

the music community and in

particular the Musicians’ Concert

Band.  The award is the first in a

planned series launched by

President Smith.

Tribute to a Music Leader: Professor
Emeritus Blasé S. Scarnati stands by as

President Smith presents the initial
President’s Signature Circle Award to honor

Scarnati during his last performance as
conductor of the Musicians’ Concert Band

in December.
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When you shake the SRU

family tree, like fall leaves, a

large number of diplomas

bearing the Reed family name

will fall.

Anne Reed Campbell, who

earned her own degree in early

childhood education in 1946,

says her affinity for her alma

mater moved her to create the

Reed Family Scholarship awarded

annually. The scholarship was

first awarded this year.

Mrs. Campbell and her

husband, Dr. Robert Campbell,

returned to campus this fall to

look over recent progress,

additions and changes. They also

took time to reminisce. Mrs.

Campbell explains, “It is always

wonderful to return to my alma

mater. I have been able to

donate a number of memorabilia

items to the alumni house,

including my copy of ‘The

Saxigenia,’ an SRU-engraved

tray, a quilted art work of Old

Main and the beanie my

brothers John and Russell Reed

and I wore as freshmen.” She

especially enjoys returning for

Alumni Weekend and the chance

to catch up on old friends.

She recalls her brother, John

Q., was among the early Reeds

to attend SRU where he majored

in English and later became

head of the English department

at Pittsburg State University in

Kansas. In total, nearly two

dozen Reed family members

received diplomas and degrees

from the University, and the

tradition continues this year

with a niece, Rebecca Bintrim, a

senior currently attending classes

as a biology major.

As the unofficial Reed family

historian, she is clearly proud of

her family’s connection to the

western Pennsylvania University,

including the fact her great-

uncle John Reed – then a local

resident often addressed as

Squire Reed – was the chair of

the first meeting at which plans

to obtain a charter for the then –

State Normal School were

formulated. She has compiled a

12-page family report detailing

early roots in Ireland to

settlement in the Butler County

region and migration to SRU.

Mrs. Campbell used her

teaching degree in New Castle

and North Hills, Pittsburgh, as

well as Philadelphia and in

Delaware County schools while

her husband attended graduate

school leading to a doctorate in

physics. She earner her master’s

degree in remedial reading from

the University of Pittsburgh.

After leaving the formal

classroom, she created a private

tutoring service, then did pre-

school tutoring work at the

Sewickley Valley YMCA before

recently ending a 23-year

volunteer teacher career in

Pittsburgh’s Northgate School

System where she worked with

first-grade reading students. 

She and her husband, a retired

research physicist with a number

of publications, have two

children, Bruce and David. The

Campbells make their home in a

Pittsburgh-area independent

living retirement village.

SRU GRADUATE FINDS FAMILY TREE FILLED 
WITH SRU DIPLOMAS

A Part of Family History; Anne Reed Campbell, ’46, and her husband, Dr. Robert
Campbell, display a quilted art work of Old Main that is part of the family’s collection

now showcased in the memorabilia room of the Russell Wright Alumni House.

��

Saturday,September, 9 – Pittsburgh Hilton & Towers
President’s GalaShe

The Slippery Rock University Foundation, Inc., Presents...
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FAMILY, SRU HEALTH AND SAFETY DEPARTMENT ESTABLISH SCHOLARSHIP 
TO HONOR KYLE S. McFEELY KILLED IN TRAFFIC ACCIDENT

JEFFREY SCHOLARSHIP GROWS TO HELP NURSING STUDENTS

The Steven McFeely family of

Grove City along with SRU’s

health and safety department

have established the Kyle S.

McFeely Memorial Scholarship

to honor the 22-year-old junior

killed in a two-car, Pine

Township accident last fall.

Dr. Joseph Cali, department

chair and one of Mr. McFeely’s

teachers, said, “Kyle was a

terrific person who was respected

and loved by his friends,

classmates and family. He served

his country in the National

Guard and was stationed in

Europe. He was also an officer of

our American Society of Safety

Engineers, student chapter and

worked at General Electric,

where he was involved in safety

management and he earned high

praise from his supervisors. He

was a leader, a friend, and a

loving son and brother. His

sister, Amber, is a safety

management student at SRU.

He will be missed.”

The goal of the Kyle McFeely

Scholarship is to create an

endowment that will enable the

scholarship program to exist in

perpetuity. The scholarship will

be available to SRU senior safety

and environmental management

majors. The first preference in

selecting a recipient will be a

rising senior who most

represents the values for which

Mr. McFeely stood: strong moral

values, good citizenship and a

determination to succeed.

Contributions are being

accepted by the Slippery Rock

University Foundation, Inc., 100

Old Main, Slippery Rock, Pa.

16057. Leading the scholarship

creation were Mr. McFeely’s

parents, Steven and Sally

McFeely of Grove City, and 

his sister.

When Elinor “Punky” Jeffrey,

’79, decided to endow a

scholarship at SRU, she knew

right away she wanted to

support students in nursing.

Although Jeffrey and her

husband, Bob, are now involved

in real estate and neighborhood

revitalization in St. Petersburg,

Florida, she began her career as a

nurse and, later, as a nursing

professor at Clarion University.

The Jeffreys established the

Elinor Jeffrey Scholarship with

an initial gift of $20,000 in

2001 and they have continued

to build the endowment through

annual gifts. 

Both Oil City natives, they

make their home in St.

Petersburg, Fla., where they

enjoy spending time with their

son and daughter, who live in

the area.

Both were among President

Smith’s guests at a March dinner

held in Tampa where they were

recognized for their generosity to

the University. Smith presented

them an Amethyst Level pin to

signify their membership in

SRU’s Lifetime Giving Club.

Recognizing a Lifetime of Giving: Elinor “Punky” Jeffrey ’79 is formally “pinned” by
President Smith during a program at an alumni dinner at the Bayou Club in Largo, Fla.

Punky and her husband, Bob, were recognized with the Aquamarine label pin that
signifies lifetime giving between $25,000 and $49,999.

A total of $20.4 million has been gifted or pledged

to Slippery Rock University since it unveiled 

The Campaign for Slippery Rock University 

in January 2000.

Kyle McFeely
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      The

Lifetime
    Giving

SRU DONORS RECOGNIZED FOR LIFETIME GIVING
Slippery Rock University’s effort

to recognize and honor those who
have helped create a culture of
giving at The Rock is gaining a
visible presence among its alumni
and friends. Launched last year,
the Lifetime Giving Clubs honor a
distinguished group of benefactors
who have made a profound impact
on the lives of Slippery Rock
University students and faculty.

Slippery Rock University’s
Lifetime Giving Clubs includes
seven levels to honor alumni,
friends and corporations whose
cumulative giving totals $5,000
and more.

The prominent recognition
awarded to individuals who are
honored through the program is a
lapel pin. It is a replica of the
President’s Medallion created by
Slippery Rock University art
students for the 2004 inauguration
of President Robert Smith. Inset
on each lapel pin is a gem that is
visual acknowledgement of each
individual’s recognition level.

At publication, 114 individuals
have been presented with lifetime
donor recognition lapel pins.
Included throughout the complete
listing are photographs of
individuals who have been
recently “pinned.”

If you would like more
information on getting “pinned,”
please contact the Office of
University Advancement at
724-738-2004.

LIFETIME GIVING RECOGNITION LEVELS

Diamond . . . . . . . . . . $1 Million

Emerald . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500,000

Sapphire. . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000

Ruby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50,000

Aquamarine . . . . . . . . . . . $25,000

Amethyst . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000

Peridot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000

SAPPHIRE CLUB
($100,000 PLUS)

Grace Allen (Hildebrand) ’35 **
ARAMARK Corporation 
Alfred John Barnes ’38 **
Ann Vincent Carney
Nien Yuan Yao Cheng 
Grady W. Cooper 
The Eberly Family Charitable Trust 
Howard L. Headland 
Margaret Headland (Rehm) ’40
Howard Heinz Endowment 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Howard E. Meyer 
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur William Phillips
Charitable Trust 
ProModel Corporation 
Carolyn C. Rizza 
Paul F. Rizza 
Constance K. Smith 
G. Warren Smith 
SRI Sports, Inc. 
SRU Student Government Association, Inc. 
Edward P. Vincent

Sophie Harwood Vincent ’72 
Russell M. Wright ’23 **

RUBY CLUB
($50,000 PLUS)

Alcoa Foundation 
Berner International Corporation 
Georgia Berner 
Charles S. and Mary Coen Family Foundation 
Christopher Reeve Paralysis Foundation 
Michael J. Cleary 
Jane Scott-Cleary
John W. Conway 
Kathryn Conway
Nile D. Coon 
Ruth V. Coon (Vaughan) ’52
Coraopolis Wolves Club Den IX 
F. Eugene Dixon Jr.
Sheila I. Drohan ’74
Filmtronics, Inc. 
First National Bank of Pennsylvania  
James E. Gallagher ’42 
Lois Gallagher (Leddy) ’42 
Martha Gault Ph.D. **

** Deceased
Blue - Moved to Higher Level
Green - New to Lifetime Giving Club

DIAMOND CLUB
($1,000,000 PLUS)

Anonymous (1)   
Allen H. Carruth **
Ethel Carruth **
Mine Safety Appliances Company 

EMERALD CLUB
($500,000 PLUS)

Jerome F. Bejbl ’63
Kathleen T. Bejbl ’63
Jack B. Critchfield ’55
First National Bank of Pennsylvania 
Stanley B. Kraus **
Marilyn Kraus
Irene Maruca **
Nate Maruca  **
Pepsi-Cola Company 
Pearl K. Stoner **
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Allen D. Gettig **
Helen Louise Gettig (Brua) ’27 **
Eleanor Ruth Hartzell (Cottrell) ’39 
Herbert F. Hartzell ’35 
Betty Hess
Darrell James Hess ’54 
The Grable Foundation
Brenda C. Loube 
Marvin E. Lowe **
McDonald’s Corporation 
Bonnie A. McElhaney (Gangone) ’63
Robert L. McMullen ’51 **
A. Helen Morton (Scarem) ’41 **
National Association of Elementary

School Principals 
Florence O. Ohler **
Frederick Richardson 
Marcia D. Richardson 
Madeline M. Stoops (Farnen) ’23 **
Surface Technical Systems, Inc. 
Mary Elizabeth Taylor (Kimmel) ’43
Helen K. Thompson (Funkhouser) ’30 **
University of Oklahoma Health

Sciences Center 
James Unterwagner **
Helen Williams 
John O. Williams ’35
Wolves Club of New Castle Den No. 1 
Alice L. Zaucha (Staniek) ’69
Thomas W. Zaucha ’67

AQUAMARINE CLUB
($25,000 PLUS)

Anonymous (1)
Nancy Aebersold
Robert N. Aebersold 
AK Steel Corporation 
Allegheny Energy 
Renee M. Boccio ’66
H. Carl Brandt **
Cameron Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Robert H. Coulson ’56 **
Davic, Inc. 
Dominion Peoples Gas Company 

Gay K. Dull 
James E. Dull ’50
Lillian Ann Dunsmore (Marks) ’77
Richard Milton Dunsmore ’75
Robert E. Eberly **
The Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust 
Helen R. Ferguson ’48
Jeanne R. Furrie (Powell) ’45
John K. Gehret ’80
Daniel Patrick Gillen ’78 
Monique Gillen 
Donald W. Graham ’64
Barbara J. Hannan 
Robert W. Hannan ’61
John J. Hanrahan 
Lisa Hanrahan (Graham) ’68
ING, Inc. 
Elinor Ruth Jeffrey ’79 
Robert Jeffrey 
Joel USA, Inc. 
Keystone Rehabilitation Systems 
David C. Knopp 
Victoria Lee Knopp 
Robert A. Macoskey **
Vivas M. Macoskey ’81
John B. Madden ’42 **
Marjorie L. Maguire (Christy) ’37
Carol J. Matteson ’68
G. C. McCandless **
Donald E. Phillips ’51 
Theresa Phillips (Hudacek) ’52 
Mary Hulton Phillips 
PPG Industries Foundation 
Hazel A. Reed (Andrews) ’24 **
William F. Rose 
Janet L. Sargert (Westerwick) ’63 
Laurice F. Sargert 
Charlotte H. Shapiro ** 
Sky Bank 
Robert Nelson Smiley 
Michael R. Springer 
State Farm Insurance Company 
Champ R. Storch 
Marjorie L. Storch 
Rhoda E. Taylor 

Barry K. Thompson ’87
Triangle Tech Group 
Vulcan Materials Company 
Karen J. Watson (McKeag) ’73
Robert J. Watson ’70
BarbaraWukich ’92
Richard M. Wukich 

AMETHYST CLUB
($10,000 PLUS)

Benjamin L. Addison ’87
Aetna Life & Casualty Company 
D. Julianne Agar 
Mary Margaret Allbaugh (Elder) ’39
Allegheny Mineral Corporation 
American Legion, Post No. 393
Dorotha Anderson (Elder) ’37
The Armoloy Corporation 
Deborah A. Baker
Eliott G. Baker
Cheryl Marie Barber ’76
Geri D. Bass **
Garry W. Benford ’77
Janine Louise Berner (John) ’82
Nicholas Billy ’56 
Earl J. Birdy Jr.’51
Shirley A. Birdy (Dean) ’51
Barbara B. Blackstone 
William O. Boggs 
Hazel Boliver
Louis Boliver 
Delores S. Boyer **
Kathleen G. Boykin 
Robert W. Boykin 
M. Kate Brennan 
Loyal K. Briggs ’38 **
John Wilson Brown ’54
Leah M. Brown 
Glen W. Brunken 
Burger King Corporation 
Burgess/McCormac Foundation 
Beverly R. Butch (Swallow) ’70
John D. Butch ’72
Butler County Bar Association 

Jerry Bejbl ’63
Emerald Club

Grady Cooper
Sapphire Club

Paul and Carolyn Rizza
Sapphire Club

Budd and Maggie ’40
Headland

Sapphire Club

John and Kathryn Conway
Ruby Club

Mike Cleary and
Jane Scott-Cleary

Ruby Club



Raymond E. Carothers ’73
Leonard M. Carroll 
David O. Cashdollar ’74
Susan Jean Changnon (Hetherington) ’85
Dorothy B. Conway (Book) ’46
Duane Lonsdale Conway ’56
Edwin B. Cottrell ’43
Mildred Louise Cottrell (Weed) ’43
Donna Couillard-Getreuer ’74
Gregory A. Crawford 
Merle Jan Crawford (Moses) ’79
Barbara C. Davis ’65
Robert A. Davis 
Robert G. DiSpirito Sr.
Marilyn DiSpirito
Kyle Francis Dresden 
Diana Y. Dreyer 
Eaton Corporation 
Jemima J. Eisaman (Sutton) ’27 **
Elevator Company of America 
Murry E. Everson 
Philip Fleck, Jr. 
Wealtha Mae Flick (Adamosky) ’57
Carol Forrester-Staz 
Sue Anderson Garton 
William W. Garton 

Charles A. Gottschalk ’90 
Anne M. Griffiths 
Arveta Haag (Daugherty) ’35 **
Janis B. Hall
Terry L. Hall ’71
Lois J. Hamilton 
Susan E. Hannam 
Ruth Madalyn Harris (Glaspey) ’38
Andrea Hawkins 
James S. Hawkins ’71
Francene E. Haymon
Raymond E. Haynes ’37

Louis J. Heitlinger 
Frank M. Hoffman 
Ruth A. Hoffman ’79
Carol L. Holland (Grolemund) ’86
Ralph C. Humphrey ’35 **
Billie F. Hunkler
Richard F. Hunkler 
Herbert W. Hunt ’67 
Inmetco Company 
International Custom Products, Inc. 
Interstate Chemical Co. Inc. 
Larry F. Jarres ’67
Shelia E. Jarres (Toohey) ’67
Jerry Taylor Ford Sales, Inc. 
Dale E. Kaufmann **
Rose S. Kaufman ’69
Phyllis A. Kendziorski 
Stanley Kendziorski 
Mary Louise Kennedy (Perry) ’40**
Helen A. Knierim 
John E. Knight Jr.
Alicia Kopp (Stackhouse) ’86 
Kevin R. Kopp 
Koppers Industries, Inc. 
Russell L. Laubach 
Carl L. Laughner ’49

Norma A. Laughner (Watson) ’48
Marcy J. Leeds 
Sally J. Lennox (Jackson) ’59
William C. Lennox ’59
Henry Lenz 
Linda L. Lenz ’92
Ann Liedel-Rice 
Linda Ligo
N. Lee Ligo 
Dale E. Liken ’38 **
Adaline M. Liken (Riddle) 
James W. Liken 
William F. Lindgren 
John H. Loudon  **
William J. Love ’72 
Dineshnandini Manocha 

Jitendra Manocha
Robert Marcus ’61
Frank V. Mastrianna 
Allen W. McClymonds 
Melissa McClymonds 
James P. McFarland 
Janie M. McFarland 
Joanne L. McKeag ’55
Aimee McKnight 
Grant McKnight 
Frederick G. McLaughlin ’33 **
McMullen Travel & Tours, Inc. 
Douglas McMullen 
Linda McMullen 
Mellon Bank Corporation 
George J. Mihalik ’74
Laura Lee Mihalik (Lanich) ’76 
Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing
Foundation, Inc. 
Laurie Mollenhauer
Robert J. Mollenhauer 
Joseph Monteleone 
Patricia A. Monteson ’67 
Bonnie J. Moreno 
Catherine V. Morsink 
Motorola, Incorporated 

Robert Murray ’71
James C. Myford 
Natural Sand Company 
Anthony Evan Nicastro ’75
Thor O. Olson ’39 **
Alice O’Toole
Lawrence M. O’Toole 
Jessie K. Padchonga 
Louis Pappan 
Patty Pappan 
Phoenix Communication Group Inc. of NJ 
Pittsburgh Foundation 
Procter & Gamble Fund
Albert R. Puntureri 
Quality Aggregates, Inc. 
Jacque Quast

42 The Rock Winter 2006

Bob ’70 and Karen ’73
Watson

Aquamarine Club

Ed ’43 and Millie ’43
Cottrell

Amethyst Club

Lois Hamilton
Amethyst Club

Bob and Marilyn DiSpirito
Amethyst Club

Carl ’49 and Norma ’48
Laughner

Amethyst Club

      The

Lifetime
    Giving

** Deceased
Blue - Moved to Higher Level
Green - New to Lifetime Giving Club
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Darrell Hess ’54
Ruby Club

Bill Sonntag ’70
Amethyst Club

Jim Stracka ’80
Amethyst Club

Elinor Jeffrey ’79
Aquamarine Club

Rhoda Taylor
Aquamarine Club

Jan Sargert ’63
Aquamarine Club

Ken Blair
Peridot Club

Bruce Boliver ’73
Peridot Club

Quentin Currie ’62
Peridot Club

Herb Burger
Peridot Club

George Mihalik ’74
Amethyst Club

Patricia Spataro
Gary E. Sphar ’76
Janet Sphar (Robertson) ’78
Sprint 
Mack J. Steel 
Marie E. Stoehr ’17 **
James Michael Stracka ’80
Ronda Sue Stracka (Romesburg) ’81
Constantine N. Stroumbakis 
Maria Stroumbakis
Beverly L. Suhr (Lauffer) ’52
Henry B. Suhr 
Surftec Enterprises, Inc. 
K. Marie Swope **
M. Clair Swope **
Cynthia Rae Taylor ’78
Robert S. Taylor ’78
Jane Teague
Norman B. Teague 
Bill E. Temple ’41
Friedrich Teroerde 
Troy-Alan Chevrolet-Olds-Geo, Inc. 
Genevieve M. Tvrdik 
Unilever United States, Inc. 
Naomi Vichich (Neilson) ’70 
Roger Vincent 
Vira I. Heinz Endowment 
Wal-Mart Foundation 
IreneWatson 
John A. Watson ’40 **
Virginia Wellman 
Barry E. Welsch ’73
Rayanne Welsch
Mildred E. Whisner ’27 **

W. Garry Quast 
Ranbar Technology, Inc. 
Dennis V. Raybuck 
Rebecca F. Raybuck ’73
Louis Razzano 
Charles D. Rice 
Richard King Mellon Foundation 
Jan K. Richardson P.T.
Robert Richardson 
Robert E. Eberly Foundation 
Rock City Ltd. 
Gary Rose 
M. Richard Rose ’55
C. Bruce Rossiter 
Doris Rossiter 
Pamela Joan Runac (Minoski) ’69 
Randall L. C. Russell ’66
Blase S. Scarnati 
Mary Scarnati 
Claire R. Schmieler ’87 
Susan E. Schmitt (Newell) ’68
William J. Schmitt ’65
Michael Schmittlein 
Florence & John Schumann Foundation
John P. Scullin 
Arthur Murtland Scully III ’82
Charles H. Sheetz ’74
H. Charles Shultz ’54
Ramona Smith
Robert M. Smith 
Sung Won Sohn 
Jean A. Sonntag 
William C. Sonntag ’70
Harry D. Spataro ’51

Marvin Wilenzik
Nancy L. Wilenzik (McCracken) ’65
A. Lee Williams (Hauer) ’91
William F. Williams 
James E. Winner Jr.
Wise Physical Therapy and Sports Medicine 
Janet Wise 
Scott Allan Wise ’90 
Arthur C. Wodiska 
Carl G. Woodling  **
Judith L. Zarenko ’71
Patricia A. Zimmerman 
Charles A. Zuzak 

PERIDOT CLUB
($5,000 PLUS)

Anonymous (1)
84 Lumber Company - Butler 
Henry J. Anna 
Autism Opportunities Network of PA, Inc. 
AXA Foundation 
Richard D. Barclay ’46
Barnett Banks, Inc. 
P. Darlene Beck 
Timothy Beck ’76
Bell of Pennsylvania 
Elizabeth Ann Berkely ’70
Kenneth B. Blair 
Bruce G. Boliver ’73
Tracy Leigh Boliver (Massack) ’79
Betty Jean Borello (Boyer) ’74
Robert S. Borello ’71
Bernice G. Brown 



Roger A. Dunlap ’94 
Arlene H. Dziedzic (Kane) ’71
Stanley J. Dziedzic Jr.’72
William M. Elliott 
Lynne Marie Ernes (Gorse) ’78
Exxon Education Foundation 
Elizabeth C. Farr 
Susan Ferrandiz 
Robert E. Fidoten 
George T. Force 
Jeffrey Y. Forrest 
Kimberly Y. Z. Forrest 
Charles D. Foust 
Bill Frank ’65
Judith M. Frederick (Miron) ’69
Robert Eugene Frederick ’69

Bernard D. Freydberg 
Pamela Jane Frigot (Seibel) ’79 
Furniture Galleries/Carpet One 
Ettore A. Gagliardo ’69
General Electric Company 
General Mills Foodservice 
David Gordley 
Oliver C. Gordon ’25 **
Dennis Andrew Grosky ’84
Sandra E. Grosky (Hilgar) ’73
Elmer C. Gross ’41 **
Harold Reyburn Grove ’54 
Guy Vincent Guadagnino ’70
Marie Gubitz (Stefango) ’32 **
Harper Collins Publishers, LTD. 
Alden W. Hart 
Carla M. Hart 
Glenn Allen Hart ’79
Alma B. Hemphill (Bunting) ’29**
C. Jay Hertzog 
Karen Rita Hickok ’99 
John A. Hicks ’62
Judith F. Hicks (Keith) ’62
Margery L. Himes 
Robert W. Hinds 
Patricia A. Hladio 

Mary Jane Hoffman ’40
Ronald J. Hunt ’73 
IBM Corporation 
Integra Charitable Foundation 
Harry E. Karsten 
Patricia S. Keating (Stacy) ’61
Dianna L. Kelly (McCandless) ’73
Donald Shields Kelly ’56
Knott’s Interiors 
Akiko Kotani 
John Robert Kotula ’57
Karen A. Krepinevich-Wicke ’81 
Lambda Tau Nursing Honor Society 
Lincoln Square 
Joseph A. Lisciandro ’72
Molly Lynn Lisciandro (O’Neil) ’74

Donna Lowry ’60
Robert A. Lowry ’48
Ann Lueken 
Paul A. Lueken 
Magnetics 
Joseph A. McCandless 
Sara Jane McCandless ’50
Mark Andrew McCommon ’78
Shelly Lynne McConnell-Weber ’87
McDonald’s of Slippery Rock 
George F. McDowell ’82
Carl Thomas McGary ’83
Mary Agnes McKay 
William McKay 
William J. McKinney 
Gary McKnight 
Sandra E. McKnight (Day) ’69
Barbara M. McNeal 
Thomas M. McPherson 
Stephen Medwid ’62
Donald F. Megnin 
Zane R. M. Meixner ’49
Mary H. Meyer 
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation 
Wayne L. Miller ’71
Paul L. Mills Jr. ’71 

Christine Marie Bucha (Bolton) ’93
Edward R. Bucha 
Herbert F. Burger 
Jane C. Burger 
Dennis S. Burnham 
The Buhl Foundation
John L. Burtch 
Vernice P. Cain 
Kenneth J. Calhoun 
Dean Vansant Camp ’80
Timothy D. Carney 
Oliver F. Cashdollar Jr.
Wilma J. Cavill ’52
Joan B. Chew (Titus) ’51
Charles K. Clark ’72
Coca-Cola Company

Mark J. Cohen 
Joan C. Condravy 
Continental Food Service, Inc. 
Cooper Brothers, Inc. 
CoreStates Financial Corporation 
Cornelius Cosgrove 
Joseph A. Costello ’68 
Stephen C. Coulon ’80
Susan V. Coulon
Dennis P. Cousins ’69
J. Robert Crayne 
Teresa M. Crayne 
CSEM, Inc. 
Quentin P. Currie ’62
Cynthia Ann Dillon ’96
Feliciata L. DiPasquale ’55
David D. Dixon ’76
Jane Douds
Paul A. Douds Sr. ’62
DSF Charitable Foundation 
Henry J. Duckstein ’71
Susan J. Duckstein (Drexler) ’70
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Bob and Ramona Smith
Amethyst Club

Gary ’76 and Janet ’78
Sphar

Amethyst Club

Don ’51 and Terry ’52
Phillips

Aquamarine Club

Bob and Nancy Aebersold
Aquamarine Club

Barry ’73 and Rayanne
Welsch

Amethyst Club

      The

Lifetime
    Giving

** Deceased
Blue - Moved to Higher Level
Green - New to Lifetime Giving Club



Rebecca Mills 
Frank N. Monteleone Jr.
Elliott P. Moriarty Jr. 
National City Bank of Pennsylvania - 

Pittsburgh 
National Foundation, Inc. 
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company 
North Allegheny Science Scholarship 

Committee 
Harry A. Norton ’85
Peter J. Oesterling Sr. ’78 
Alan B. Offstein 
Patti Offstein 
Jerome F. O’Malley 
Theresa O’Malley
P. & W. Construction Co., Inc. 
Pappan’s Family Restaurant, Inc. 
Leona C. Parascenzo 
Kiel-Soon Park ’75
Daniel Robert Parr ’75 
Joyce L. Patterson ’76
Pennsylvania Aggregates and Concrete
Association 
Pennzoil Products Company 
Pepsi Bottling Group 
PepsiCo Foundation
Charles O. Peterson Jr.’63
Orvan B. Peterson 
John P. Phillips ’69 **
Carolyn V. Prorok ’78
Quaker Oats Company 
Raymond H. Ralston ’27 **
Marcie Lynn Reinhard (Seeger) ’85
Mark Alan Reinhard ’84
Donald L. Roberts 

Janet R. Roberts 
Rodale Institute 
Walter E. Rohwedder 
F. Duane Rose 
Donna Jean Ross (Barkhymer) ’76
L. Michael Ross ’77
Bruce W. Russell ’72
Sue Ellen Russell (Dickert) ’93
Gail Sabanosh ’76
Safari Club International 
Diane Samuels 
Carolyn Santone 
Daniel Santone 
Duncan M. Sargent 
Mildred S. Sass (Kratz) ’68
Regis I. Schiebel ’57
Marc E. Schmittlein 
Seneca Printing & Label, Inc. 
Clara C. Settlemire 
Michael Howard Sharp ’83
Richard L. Shearer ’62
Mark A. Shotwell 
Charles H. Shultz 
Sue A. Shuttleworth
Jeffery C. Siemianowski ’74
Ruth A. Sipes (Braun) ’41
Slippery Rock Bartramian Audubon Society 
Slippery Rock Hardware 
Slippery Rock Lawn & Garden 
Slippery Rock University Alumni Association 
Elizabeth Naomi Smiley (Bowser) ’32**
Robert G. Smiley ’33 **
Snyder Charitable Foundation 
Dennis Snyder 
Kathy Snyder (Veronesi) ’72

John F. Snyder 
Slippery Rock University Math Department 
Peggy Jo Staab ’76
Stackpole-Hall Foundation 
Stacey G. Steele 
Terry S. Steele 
Michael E. Stephens 
Roy T. Stewart 
K. James Strickland 
Kathleen M. Strickland 
Elaine M. Sullivan ’74
SunTrust 
William N. Tolia ’82
Transitional Living 
Timothy Trautman ’73
Susan H. Tritt ’72 
Wachovia Corporation
U.S. Waterpolo, Inc. 
Verizon 
Frederick W. Vincent ’80
Nancy V. Walker (Vincent) 
Ed J. Walsh 
Frances H. Walsh 
Barbara Walwik
Theodore J. Walwik 
Jeffrey William Wangler ’81 
Trinda N. Weaver ’73
Scott D. Weber ’87
Stephen T. Wicke ’82
Jane E. Wiley 
Katherine Willoughby 
Winner Foundation 
Amanda A. Yale
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Alan Offstein
Peridot Club

Dan Santone
Peridot Club

Regis Schiebel ’57
Peridot Club

Mark McCommon ’78
Peridot Club

Steve Medwid ’62
Peridot Club

Jim and Janie McFarland
Amethyst Club

Blasé and Mary Scarnati
Amethyst Club

Glenn and Ramona Nelson
Amethyst Club

Claire Schmieler ’87 and
Emily Ferraro
Amethyst Club

Bill and Kathryn Elliott
Peridot Club
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Dinner & Dancing
6:30p.m.

Black Tie Optional 
$100 per Person
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Proceeds to Benefit SRU 
Scholarship Programs

For more information:
www.sru.edu/presidentsgala
email: presidentsgala.sru.edu

Be sure to send me an invitation (Invitations will be mailed in July)

I will want to organize a table of 8 or 10

Please send me sponsorship information

Name

Address

City                                                  State               Zip 

Telephone Email 

Mail to:  President’s Gala, 201 Old Main, Slippery Rock University
Slippery Rock, PA 16057

Saturday,September, 9 – Pittsburgh Hilton & Towers
President’s GalaShe

The Slippery Rock University Foundation, Inc. Presents...


