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PLOW FAR DO THEY GO?
When the snow falls – and accumulates accordingly – at Slippery 
Rock University, the grounds crew springs into action by clearing 
13 miles of sidewalks, 40 acres of parking lots and 1,135 steps.
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rock quarry

After more than 26 years leading the SRU 
Athletic Department, Paul Lueken retired from 
his position as director of athletics Jan. 1.

Joanne Leight, chair of SRU‘s Physical 
Education Department and former faculty 
athletic representative, is serving as interim 
athletic director. A national search will take 
place to identify the next athletic director, 
who will assume the position prior to the 
fall 2021 semester.

“I am extremely proud to have served 
as director of athletics at SRU for more 
than 26 years, assisting our great student-
athletes and coaches in achieving 
tremendous success in the classroom and 
on the playing fields,” said Lueken. “I 
hope folks will remember me as someone 
who loved the experience of working with 
student-athletes and coaches to achieve 
many goals, and as someone who helped 
transform SRU Athletics into a top NCAA 
Division II program. It has always been my 
intention to improve Rock Athletics through 
strategic actions and help our teams 
succeed into the future.”

A 1983 graduate of Earlham College 
(Indiana), Lueken earned a master‘s degree 
in sports administration from St. Thomas 
University in Florida in 1985. He joined 
the SRU Athletic Department in 1994 after 
serving as an assistant athletic director 
and head golf coach at Eastern Illinois 
University for four years.

“Paul has been an outstanding 
representative of this institution, and we 
are grateful to him for his incredible run 
and years of service,” said William Behre, 
SRU president. “The University truly values 
all the work he‘s done for our institution, 
athletics and especially our student-athletes.

SRU bids farewell to former athletic director Paul Lueken
“Paul did a great job of not 

micromanaging while at the same time 
having his finger on the pulse of the 
department. He wasn‘t nearly as concerned 
about why you were running a particular 
scheme as he was about making sure you 
knew the recruiting rules. His leadership 
and direction have provided a stable 
and clarifying vision for our 
programs that have resulted 
in both academic and athletic 
excellence.”

Under Lueken‘s leadership, 
SRU athletic teams won 39 
PSAC championships and 
had 11 individual student-
athletes win a national title.

Among the top team 
accomplishments under 
Lueken were eight 
appearances in the NCAA 
Division II Football Playoffs, 
including two trips to the national semifinals 
with the most recent coming in 2019 when 
SRU earned the right to host the semifinals. 
The track and field programs have also 
shined during Lueken‘s tenure, winning 
a combined 19 PSAC titles between the 
men and women. In total, 11 different SRU 
teams have won at least one PSAC title 
during Lueken‘s tenure with women‘s teams 
claiming 21 titles and men‘s teams picking 
up 18.

The athletic success can be traced to a 
number of positive moves made by Lueken, 
from the hiring of quality coaches to the 
creation and significant enhancements 
to athletic facilities. Perhaps the most 
significant piece of The Rock‘s athletic 
success came from Lueken‘s fundraising 

and advocating for additional scholarship 
money for student-athletes. When he took 
over in 1994, the total athletic scholarship 
fund was slightly more than $300,000 
annually. After retiring in January, it was 
more than $1.1 million.

Also during his tenure, SRU ranked 
at or near the top of all PSAC schools 

in academic success. A total of 11 SRU 
student-athletes were named the PSAC Pete 
Nevins Scholar-Athlete of Year, while 69 
SRU student-athletes were named to PSAC 
Top 10 teams. Since 1994, SRU had a total 
of 75 student-athletes named to CoSIDA 
Academic All-America honors and The 
Rock leads all schools in the Atlantic Region 
and rank sixth nationally in that category.

When Lueken took the reins in 1994, 
SRU‘s student-athletes combined for an 
average GPA of 2.614. During the course 
of his tenure, that average rose nearly a 
full point with The Rock‘s student-athletes 
posting a 3.532 cumulative GPA in  
spring 2020. Since 1994, SRU‘s student-
athletes have a total combined average 
GPA of 3.064.

“ Paul has been an outstanding 
representative of this institution, 
and we are grateful to him for his 
incredible run and years of service. 
The University truly values all the 
work he‘s done for our institution, 
athletics and especially our 
student-athletes.”

– William Behre, SRU president
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Bannering together
Nearly two dozen outdoor 

banners were displayed 
around campus as part of 
an experiential digital global 
engagement project titled 
“Global Cultures: Portugal.” 
Twelve students in SRU‘s Fiber 
Art class, taught by Barbara 
Westman, professor of art, 
worked remotely with eight 
students from Instituto Politécnico 
de Lisboa in Lisbon, Portugal, 
to come up with designs that 
depict Portuguese culture, 
history, art, nature and daily 
life. SRU students created the 
banners in the Fiber Art Studio.

Special Olympics International 
has selected SRU to its list 
of National Banner Unified 
Champion Schools. SRU is 
the first college or university 
in Pennsylvania to earn this 
designation, which honors middle 
schools, high schools, colleges 
and universities for having 
“inclusive school climate and 
exuding a sense of collaboration, 
engagement and respect for all 
members of their communities.”

SRU joins the University of 

SRU honored as a National Banner Unified Champion School by Special Olympics

Pearl Shaffer, ’91, Bachelor of Science, Business,  
’93, Master of Science, Physical Education
HOME:
Mount Holly, North Carolina
PROFESSION:  
Retired
HOBBIES:  
Jogging, going to the gym,  
playing pickleball, sewing,  
quilting, organizing events for 
my community and serving on 
my community’s homeowner’s 
association.
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  
My son, Jimmy. I am so proud of the man he has become. He is a 
wonderful husband and father, and has a successful career after 
obtaining his computer science degree from SRU.
WHY I GIVE:   
I give back to the University because it has given so much to 
me. Besides being an alumna, I am retired from The Rock after 
working in the Athletics Department and Alumni Engagement for 
more than 36 years. During that time, I earned both of my degrees 
and moved into management. I attribute many of my successes to 
SRU and for that I am forever thankful.

Todd Vore, ’90, Bachelor of Science, Marketing
HOME:
Raleigh, North Carolina
PROFESSION:
President of Implus Corporation
HOBBIES:
I enjoy anything outdoors and 
sports oriented. I’m most relaxed 
on a hiking trail, riding an ATV or 
any activity around the water with 
family and friends. I am an avid 
sports fan and still bleed “Black 
and Gold” despite living in North Carolina for nearly 30 years.
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
My greatest personal accomplishment is my wonderful family. My 
wife, Dena, has done an amazing job raising three beautiful children 
and providing a “Rock Solid” foundation for our family. My greatest 
professional accomplishment has been my 28-year career at Implus, 
my lone employer since graduating from SRU.
WHY I GIVE:
When I think about why I give, it comes down to what SRU provided. 
From 1986-1990, I was supported by members of the community that 
were like family to me and who were instrumental in launching my 
career. It is my honor to give back to ensure others are able to have 
the same SRU experience.

FILESrock

Minnesota, Texas Tech University 
and the University of South 
Dakota as the only colleges to 
earn Unified Champion School 
status this academic year.

In order to be honored as 
a National Banner Unified 
Champion School, a school 
must demonstrate commitment 
to inclusion by meeting Special 
Olympics‘ 10 standards of 
excellence. They include areas 
related to inclusive youth 
leadership, whole school 

engagement, sustainability and 
supporting Special Olympics 
Unified Sports, which are 
fully inclusive sports or fitness 
programs that combine an 
approximately equal number 
of students with and without 
intellectual disabilities.

Among a variety of programs 
supported by SRU’s Special 
Olympics programming is the 
University’s Physical and Health 
Education Department having 
helped to establish more than 13 
bocce teams at high schools in 
Butler, Lawrence and Mercer 
counties through a partnership 
with Special Olympics 
Pennsylvania with funding from 
its Interscholastic Unified Sports 
program. SRU graduate students 
in the adapted physical activity 
program and undergraduate 
health and physical education 
majors serve as volunteer 
coaches and SRU hosts the 
regional tournament where teams 
qualify for the state unified bocce 
championship in Hershey.
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The journey of self-discovery for college students is often mapped out during the course of four years with  
a set number of course credits and culminating with the wearing of a cap and gown and receiving a diploma. 
These academic signposts are planted among the social and emotional peaks and valleys. But one Slippery 
Rock University student took a different journey, measured by visiting all 121 Pennsylvania state parks in 303 
days, capped off by a bald eagle flyover and supposedly receiving a bandana.

Meet Trevor Nordquist, a 2020 SRU graduate with a degree in interdisciplinary programs. Before 
completing his degree last fall, Nordquist embarked on a 10-month journey during which he practiced goal-
setting, experienced nature, changed his major and explored his home state by completing the Pennsylvania 
Parks & Forest Foundation’s “See Them All Challenge.” Oh, and during this time there was the onset of a 
global pandemic, so like many people, he spent a considerable time alone, only instead of at home in Butler, 
Nordquist was quarantined in his Hyundai Elantra as he drove to visit places like Nockamixon, Blue Knob,  
Ole Bull and Whipple Dam.

with TrevorTravels
SRU student visits all 121 state parks in 303 days
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SRU student Trevor Nordquist stands by the Bear Run  
boat launch at Moraine State Park in Butler County,  
one of a few nearby parks on his journey to visit  
all 121 Pennsylvania state parks.
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“Getting outside and clearing my mind, 
that really helped me,” Nordquist said.  
“I learned that I needed that disconnect 
from school and work to explore and 
enjoy my environment.”

The first stop on Nordquist’s state park 
quest occurred Oct. 15, 2019, when he 
drove to Oil Creek State Park near Oil 
City, but the inspiration spouted a year 
earlier. Nordquist spent the summer of 
2018 volunteering with AmeriCorps, a civil 
society program, which placed him at a 
library in Greeley, Colorado, where he 
managed a reading program for children.

While there, Nordquist was taken aback 
by the majestic Rocky Mountains where 
he hiked two of the 58 peaks in the state 
that are at least 14,000 feet in elevation. 
There’s a challenge among Coloradans 
to summit all peaks and become what’s 
known as a “Fourteener.”

“As I was exploring so much of 
Colorado, I realized I never explored any 
of Pennsylvania,” Nordquist said. “It felt 
like I was kind of doing a little disservice to 
my home state, so when I came back I was 
thinking, ‘What‘s the best way to explore 
the whole state?’”

After a visit to Moraine State Park 
near Butler, and later discovering a map 
showing all the state parks, he began 
saving addresses of state parks on his 
phone. 

“I never saw the things that make 
Pennsylvania unique,” Nordquist said. “I think 
the state parks really do that. Pennsylvania is 
so vast. It’s like three different states in one. 
The western, eastern and central parts of the 
state are so very different from each other, 
just from the culture and the overall vibe.”

One by one, Nordquist began checking 
off state parks from his list. Sometimes 

on a Saturday afternoon when he wasn’t 
working part-time at Target or taking 
classes at SRU, and others on consecutive 
days with overnight trips, staying with 
friends, at hotels and Airbnbs or camping 
in a tent. The most he visited in one trip was 
15 on a three-day, two-night excursion to 
eastern Pennsylvania.

“I’ve seen every corner of the state, 
the small towns and the back roads, the 
places you would never see if you didn’t 
commit to going to every single state 
park,” Nordquist said.

Salt Springs State Park in Susquehanna 
County was his favorite, for its waterfall 

Nordquist’s visit to all 121 state parks, marked by trees 
on the map above, included Boyd Big Tree Preserve and 
Conservation Area (middle) and Flat Rock Trail at Colonel 
Denning State Park (right).



and huge meadow. He also raved about 
the two parks along what’s known as 
Pennsylvania’s Grand Canyon: Colton Point 
and Leonard Harrison state parks in north-
central Pennsylvania, which he visited in the 
middle of summer. Winter trips were also on 
the agenda, including venturing out in the 
blistering cold onto the 300-foot-tall Kinzua 
Bridge, one of the tallest railway bridges 
in the U.S. before it partially collapsed in 
2003, rendering it an elaborate, boardwalk-
style observation tower.

What constitutes a visit varies depending 
on the park. Nordquist said he tried to 
visit all the points of interest and scenic 
overlooks and, in some instances, he 
went for a hike or rode a kayak in the 
waterways. At the very least, he said 
“putting my feet on it” counted, especially 
when a state park is not much more than 
an area for picnic tables. For example, and 
for that very reason, his least favorite park 
was Marsh Creek near Downington.

Prior to living in Colorado, Nordquist 
never considered himself an outdoors- 
man. He visited state parks near Butler 
before, such as Moraine and McConnells 
Mill, but his journey opened his mind to 
the restorative benefits of the outdoors 
and contemplation. 

“I just fell in love with the outdoors,” 
Nordquist said. “Never before my time in 
Colorado was I really into hiking, and (on 
my Pennsylvania trips) I camped alone in a 
tent for the first time.”

The time alone helped Nordquist, 27, take 
stock of his life. Right out of high school, 
Nordquist worked as a mail carrier for 
the U.S. Postal Service in nearby Prospect. 
After a brief time living in Arizona, he 
returned home and enrolled at Butler County 
Community College before transferring to 
SRU as an early childhood education major.

Nearly halfway into his state parks 
quest, Nordquist decided to change 

his major to cultural studies within the 
interdisciplinary programs major, earning 
certificates in Japanese and Middle 
Eastern studies. He also began taking 
credits at SRU toward earning a master’s 
degree in teaching English as a second 
language, hoping to apply that trade by 
teaching immigrants or refugees.

The task of visiting all the state parks was 
analogous to his academic journey and 
achieving goals.

“I’m just really big on setting goals for 
myself,” Nordquist said. “I learned that I 
can reach my goals, no matter how difficult 
they might seem. Also, I learned that I 
always have time for something and I’m 
never too busy, because if I have time to 
visit all these state parks, then I have time 
for other things if I set my mind to it.”

Nordquist feels there are many  
rewards, mostly psychological, 
that come with reaching his goals. 
However, there’s one physical token 
from his in-state journeys that he has 
yet to receive. Those who log their state-
park visits in the Pennsylvania Parks & 
Forest Foundation Passport for the “See 
Them All Challenge” are supposed to 
receive a special bandana from PPFP 
for their accomplishment. Nordquist has 

yet to receive his, but he’s not writing any 
complaint letters either.

Instead, he hopes to write a children’s 
book about his journey to inspire others to 
experience the beauty of Pennsylvania. 
He’s also working on a website, 
thekeystoneadventures.net.      

“Just the feeling (of completing 
the challenge) was really 
rewarding,” Nordquist said.

To him, finally seeing a 
bald eagle with his own 
eyes was nature’s way 
of placing a bandana 
on his head, like a laurel 

wreath crowning his accomplishment. 
Despite having already visited 120 state 
parks, including Bald Eagle State Park, 
it wasn’t until Nordquist arrived at his 
final destination – park No. 121 on Day 
303, Aug. 13, 2020 – that he finally saw 
the elusive bird while overlooking the 
Susquehanna River in Susquehannock 
State Park.

“When I was walking to that final spot, 
overlooking the river, a bald eagle flew 
down,” Nordquist said. “I thought, ‘Oh 
wow, that’s a great ending.’ You can’t 
make this up.”

I never saw the things that make Pennsylvania unique.  
I think the state parks really do that. Pennsylvania is so vast. 
It’s like three different states in one. The western, eastern 
and central parts of the state are so very different from each 
other, just from the culture and the overall vibe.

Below, Nordquist collected brochures from all his visits 
to Pennsylvania state parks, including McConnells Mills 
in Portersville.
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What’s in a name? If that name happens 
to be McClymonds, it’s part of history at 
Slippery Rock University. 

When the institution that would eventually become SRU first 
opened its doors in 1889, the school’s trustees appointed I.M. 
McClymonds to the faculty. That appointment started a run of 
nearly 11 decades with the McClymonds name on the school 
roster. While Ines F. McClymonds joined the faculty in 1899, and 
remained with the institution into the 1930s, Charles McClymonds 
began work as an accountant at the school in 1929 before giving 
way to his son, Allen McClymonds, in 1954. 

The younger McClymonds, also an accountant in what was 
then the bursar’s office, would spend nearly 45 years with the 
University before retiring in 1998 as director of business services. 
His retirement brought an end to a 109-year stretch of having the 
McClymonds name associated with the Slippery Rock campus.

But with the establishment of the Allen McClymonds Memorial 
Scholarship, following his 2019 death, the family name will 
continue to be linked with the University for decades to come.

“We felt establishing the scholarship would be a fitting tribute to 
(dad),” said Ann McClymonds, Allen’s daughter. “He loved what he 
did for a living and being a part of the University. After his passing, 
my mother, Melissa, my brother, Phil, and me felt that it would be a 
great way to continue his admiration for the school and allow our 
family to give something back to a school that gave dad so much.

Calling The 
Right Number
Family of former SRU 
accountant and director  
of business services endows 
memorial scholarship for 
business majors

12    THE ROCK
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“Because he felt so strongly about learning, 
establishing this scholarship in his name to help 
students fulfill their educational dreams seemed like a 
perfect way to honor him and his memory.”

The scholarship, endowed by a $105,000 gift 
from the McClymonds family, will benefit one student 
from SRU’s School of Business per year with a 
$2,000 award. Applicants must have a 3.0 GPA and 
demonstrate involvement and leadership on campus. 
The opportunity for renewal through a student’s 
traditional senior year is contingent upon maintaining 
an overall 3.0 GPA and continuation in the School 
of Business. Recipients are selected by the School of 
Business in conjunction with SRU’s Financial Aid Office.

The 2020-21 inaugural recipient is Ethan Jaap, a junior 
accounting major from Cresson.

“I had applied for a variety of scholarships that where offered 
through the School of Business,” said Jaap, “and there was a 

day that I had received a 
few emails telling me that 
I hadn’t been selected for 
this scholarship or that 
scholarship and then within 
a few minutes of being 
rejected a few times, I 
found out that I had been 
awarded the McClymonds 
scholarship and it turned 
my whole day around for 
the better. This award is 
such a big help and I’m 
really grateful to have 
been considered worthy 
enough.”

A member of Kappa 
Delta Rho, Jaap serves 
as the fraternity’s 
community service 

chair, spearheading the group’s participation in campus and 
community clean-up projects and various fundraisers, including 
a recent drive to collect money to aid the Butler City Police 
Department in securing a new K-9 officer.

“It’s important to be active in your community and try to make 
a difference wherever and whenever you can,” Jaap said. “Being 
involved in community service projects provides another outlet, in 
my case, for getting to know your fraternity brothers on a different 
level. It also gives you a chance to network with others for the 
community and build relationships that may lead to other projects 
and opportunities within the community that could eventually 
benefit everyone.”

Like McClymonds, Jaap is also a “numbers guy” with plans to 
pursue a career in banking or corporate finance after graduation.

Allen McClymonds joined the staff of the then-Slippery Rock 
State Teachers College in 1954 following two summers (1949-50) 
as an assistant to the institution’s storekeeper and receiving clerk 
while attending nearby Grove City College. Promoted to business 
manager in 1959, McClymonds was one of only four administrators 

at the school that included the president, dean of instruction  
and deans of men and women.

McClymonds was a member of the North Liberty Presbyterian 
Church, where he served on the building committee, church session 
and board of trustees, taught adult Sunday school classes and 
chaperoned many youth activities. He also served many years as a 
Boy Scout leader in Grove City. An avid traveler, he and his wife, 
who honeymooned in Alaska, visited all 50 states.

The family’s lengthy association with the school also includes 
McClymonds’ mother, Bertha, who was a 1927 graduate; Ann, ‘92; 
and grandson, Andy, a junior 
finance major from Beaver 
Falls, who is a pitcher for the 
SRU baseball team.

To learn more about the  
Allen McClymonds 
Memorial Scholarship, visit 
www.srufoundation.
org. For additional 
information about giving 
opportunities or other 
scholarships, contact 
University Advancement 
at 724.738.2004.

WINTER 2021    13 

From left: Ethan Jaap, a junior 
accounting major from Cresson, 
is the inaugural recipient of the 
Allen McClymonds Memorial 
Scholarship; a 1998 Butler 
Eagle clipping told the story of SRU 
losing the McClymonds name from its active employee 
roster; McClymonds and wife, Ann; McClymonds‘ grandson,  
Andy, a junior finance major from Beaver Falls, is a pitcher  
for the SRU baseball team.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has changed people’s lives in a great 
many ways. For many members of the Slippery Rock University 
community, one of those ways includes how often, if at all, they 
find themselves on campus. 

While of course still adhering to all safety guidelines and COVID-
19 mitigation efforts, the University recently welcomed two new 
administrators, Abbey Zink and Terrence Mitchell, with open arms.

Zink, the former dean of the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas, 
joined SRU last June as its new provost and vice president for 
academic affairs.

In her role at SRU, Zink serves as the University‘s chief academic 
officer, the highest ranking University official behind the president, 
and is responsible for creating an academic vision for the 
University. All academic colleges, departments and programs 
report to the provost, who is responsible for all academic policies. 

Zink replaced Jerry Chmielewski who had served in an interim 
role since June 2019. Chmielewski, who was previously dean for 
SRU‘s College of Health, Engineering and Science, assumed the 
interim role following the departure of Philip Way, who was with 
the University from 2012-19.

“I was very impressed by everything I saw when I visited the 
campus during the interview process,” said Zink, a native of 
Milton, West Virginia. “Everyone I spoke with – the students, 
faculty and staff – were fantastic and clearly excited about being 
at The Rock. For me, to see an institution so undeniably focused 
on continuing to move the needle forward, to get the opportunity 
to join in on that and continue to make an already great situation 
even better, is something you hope for.

“Having grown up in the region, I‘m very familiar with western 
Pennsylvania and to be able to come back‚ home,‘ if you will, is 
very exciting. Throughout my career I‘ve been student-focused 
and forward-thinking. I‘m a collaborator and love working across 
disciplines, units and the community to improve the standards of 
education and life for everyone. I have a real passion for creating 
learning and work environments where everyone not only feels 
welcome, but also has the opportunity to thrive. It‘s clear to me 
that SRU feels the same way, so I think the fit between myself and 
the University is a great one.”

Prior to her stint at SHSU, Zink was dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences at Texas A&M University-Kingsville and interim 
dean and assistant dean of the School of Arts and Sciences at 

ROCK 
SOLID
Administra

tors
Administra

tors
 SRU welcomes  

new pair to campus

ABBEY ZINK
Provost and Vice President

for Academic Affairs
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Western Connecticut State University in Danbury, Connecticut.
Under her leadership at SHSU, the College of Humanities 

and Social Sciences took the lead in addressing diversity and 
inclusion issues at the university. The college‘s Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee that Zink headed was the first of its kind 
among SHSU‘s seven colleges. Composition of that faculty-
led committee has expanded to include student leaders and 
representatives from Student Affairs, Human Resources and 
at least one other SHSU college. In addition to planning 
programming, the committee developed a diversity and 
inclusion statement for the college. She also oversaw the 
creation of bachelor‘s degree programs in criminal justice and 
physics and three master‘s degree programs in criminology, 
music performance and cultural studies. 

A two-time Marshall University graduate, with a bachelor‘s 
degree in journalism (1989) and a master‘s degree in English 

(1995), Zink also earned 
a doctorate in English at 
Northern Illinois University. 

Mitchell was named a 
special assistant for diversity 
and inclusion to SRU President 
Bill Behre last August. SRU 
shares Mitchell with Edinboro 
University, where he works 
as EU‘s chief diversity and 
inclusion officer.

Through this partnership with 
EU, Mitchell works part time at 
SRU in helping to strengthen the 
University‘s strategic diversity 
planning; to assure the success 
of all students; and manage 
SRU‘s efforts in creating a 
more inclusive environment for 
all students and employees. 
He also serves as a resource 
to relevant presidential 
commissions in order to 

enhance, facilitate and coordinate University diversity efforts.
Prior to his arrival in Pennsylvania’s State System of 

Higher Education, Mitchell was chief diversity officer at the 
State University of New York at Oneonta, where he led 
the development of the college‘s first strategic diversity and 
inclusion plan and helped to increase participation in the 
annual Student Diversity and Leadership Conference. During 
his tenure, SUNY Oneonta was twice awarded the Higher 
Education Excellence in Diversity Award, a national honor 
bestowed upon institutions that demonstrate an outstanding 
commitment to diversity and inclusion.

Prior to joining SUNY Oneonta, Mitchell spent 12 years at 
Allegheny College in Meadville, where he served in various 
roles, including director of diversity affairs, associate dean of 
students and assistant to the president for institutional diversity. 
Earlier in his career, Mitchell served as director of San 
Francisco State University‘s Student Activities Office and as 
associate director of student support services at the University 
of Oklahoma.

He earned bachelor‘s and master‘s degrees at the University 
of Central Oklahoma and a Ph.D. in Administration and 
Leadership Studies at Indiana University of Pennsylvania where 
his doctoral research focused on engagement of professionals 
who work in diversity-related roles in higher education.

Administra
tors

Administra
tors

“  I was very impressed by 
everything I saw when I 
visited the campus during 
the interview process, 
Everyone I spoke with – 
the students, faculty and 
staff – were fantastic 
and clearly excited about 
being at The Rock. For 
me, to see an institution 
so undeniably focused 
on continuing to move the 
needle forward, to get the 
opportunity to join in on 
that and continue to make 
an already great situation 
even better, is something 
you hope for.”

– Abbey Zink, provost  
and vice president for academic affairs

TERRENCE MITCHELL
Special Assistant for Diversity 
and Inclusion 
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STAGESTAGE
The

is Setis Set
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SRU’s premier Performing Arts Complex 
makes its premiere  

SRU’s newly renovated Miller Auditorium now has seating for 753 and a performance space that includes a 2,600-square-foot stage.
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The stage is finally set … and so is the 
black box theater, the dance studios, 
scene and costume shops and offices 
and classrooms. The list could go on and 
on but this is all to say that the curtain 
can now be raised on Slippery Rock 
University’s Performing Arts Complex after 
a $33-million renovation and expansion 
project that has been years in the making.

Reopening in 2021, the Performing Arts Complex consists of 
three buildings: the Performing Arts Center, which houses Miller 
Auditorium, and Stoner East and Stoner West, two buildings 
that were previously known as East Gym and West Gym. 
While construction began in June 2018, Miller Auditorium was 
dormant since 2012 while the future of SRU’s performing arts 
facilities was being determined by University leaders working in 
conjunction with state agencies. But the spotlight can now once 
again shine on the facilities that will be home to the SRU Dance 
and Theatre departments.

“The Performing Arts Complex is such an integral part of our 
campus, both from its visual presence and also the space it provides 
our faculty, staff and students to flourish,” said William Behre, 
SRU president. “Since arriving at SRU nearly three years ago, I’ve 
witnessed this project coming together and I can’t overstate how 

exciting it is 
to be able to 
house all of our 
theatre and dance 
students and faculty 
in their own dedicated 
learning spaces and for them to be 
able to develop as individuals and as a community.”

The Theatre Department was previously housed in the University 
Union, which had a performance space, but with only 11-foot-
high ceilings and no permanent stage. The department also used a 
small performance space in the bottom floor of the Maltby Center. 
The Dance Department, meanwhile, had offices in Spotts World 
Culture Building and dance studios in McKay Education Building and 
Morrow Field House and, prior to the renovation, a studio in Stoner 
West. 

“Instead of being spread across campus, our Dance and Theatre 
departments will have facilities in one concentrated area, so that 
sharing of resources and collaboration is far more possible,” said 
Dan Bauer, dean of the College of Liberal Arts. “A lot of hard work 
and patience have gone into seeing this project through and now 
our faculty, staff and students can work together in spaces that are 
inviting, technologically up-to-date and far more functional. These 
improvements will elevate our programs to new heights.”

Heights, widths and depths abound, especially for the PAC, 
which was expanded by 9,500 square feet to a total of 38,407 
square feet. Miller Auditorium now has a performance space 

“ ...I can’t overstate how  
exciting it is to be able to house all  
of our theatre and dance students  
and faculty in their own dedicated 

learning spaces and for them to be able 
to develop as individuals and as a 

community.” – William Behre, SRU president

18    THE ROCK
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that includes a 2,600-square-foot stage, seating for 753, and a 
242-square-foot orchestra pit. The PAC also includes two dances 
studios, offices, various dressing and storage rooms, and a scene 
shop, which occupies a two-story addition to the building near the 
corner of Morrow Way and South Main Street.

The PAC’s main entrance and lobby faces Maltby Avenue 
near Old Main with a series of arched openings that provide 
a distinct, contemporary look while still “creating a stronger 
contextual connection between the exterior façade of the new 
addition and the campus quad,” according to architects. The 
project was designed by teams from R3A Architecture and 
Westlake Reed Leskosky.

“The challenge of renovating a performing arts center on a 
university campus is in creating spaces that accommodate a 
broad range of theatrical and performance arts and events, while 
supporting the technically complex and rigorous infrastructure, 
equipment, lighting, acoustics and back of house needs of each 
of the users in a safe and efficient manner,” said William Vernon, 
associate principal, R3A Architecture, in a joint statement with 
Hans Baker, liason with the Pennsylvania Department of General 
Services, who oversaw the 
project. “We needed to 
create spaces that would 
not distract from, but rather 
showcase the performances. 
We also needed to be 
mindful of the different uses 
of the building, from small 
student classes to large public 
performances with maximum 
audience capacity.”

Accessibility, hallways 
and entry points were also 
enhanced for people with 
disabilities as well as for 
performers who want to 
make a “through the house” 
entrance without revealing 
themselves to the audience or 
having to walk in from outside.

The architects worked 
closely with SRU faculty 
and staff at all phases of 
the project with particular 
input from Michael Boone, 
technical director for the 
College of Liberal Arts, 
and Gordon Phetteplace, 
associate professor of 
theatre, who specializes in 
set design.

“The key players always 
had a seat at the table and 

At right, Lindsay Viatori, SRU assistant 
professor of dance, on the 2,600-square-
foot stage inside Miller Auditorium.
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that was really important,” said Nora Ambrosio, professor of 
dance, who was among the faculty members who had input from 
the inception of the project. “That’s why everything is very close to 
what we had originally imagined.”

Built in 1958, decades before SRU had a theater department, 
Miller Auditorium served as a convocation area for the entire 
University, but not necessarily a “theater.” As the word “audio” 
suggests, an auditorium is a place where people go to hear things, 
such as public speakers, meetings and performances, whereas a 
theater consists of a stage and seating for an audience to watch 
plays, musical performances and public ceremonies.

“An auditorium serves many purposes, but we all know that 
by serving many, you wind up serving none of them particularly 
well,” said Rebecca Morrice, associate professor of theatre and 
department chair. “There are times and places where having those 
hundreds of seats was incredibly useful, but then there were other 
times where it was just too vacuous of a space. Now, we’re going 
to have dedicated spaces to really dig deeper into what we’re 
doing instead of trying to remain flexible and trying to satisfy 
multiple needs.”

 ” 

Instead of being spread across 
campus, our Dance and 

Theatre departments will have 
facilities in one concentrated 

area, so that sharing of 
resources and collaboration is 

far more possible.
– Dan Bauer, dean of the College of Liberal Arts

“
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Renovations to Stoner East and Stoner West, located 
across Morrow Way from the PAC, now provide 
alternatives as well as spaces for studios and classrooms. 
Stoner West now houses offices and three classrooms 
for the Dance and Theatre departments and a dance/
theater studio with additional support areas for both 
departments. Stoner East updates include a black box 
theater with seating for 296, a costume shop, acting and 
design classrooms and a dance studio with a 27-foot 
ceiling height built from a space that used to be East 
Gym’s indoor swimming pool. Black box theater is a term 
used to describe a small performance space with black 
walls, a level floor, retractable configurations for the 
stage and audience seating.

According to Morrice, having both a large auditorium 
and a black box theater will allow scheduling flexibility, 
especially for groups outside the Dance and Theatre 
departments, including the Music Department, that use 
the auditorium when, for example, another group needs 
a space for rehearsal.

The Dance Department, which has hosted at least 
two productions per year at Butler County Community 
College’s Succop Theater while Miller Auditorium was 
unavailable, typically hosts six concerts per year, not 
including independent concerts where, if a student 
wanted to host their own production, they could do so 
if they could reserve the space. Now, that will be much 
easier. The Theatre Department previously hosted five 
main-stage productions per year, but now the department 
plans to host at least eight.  

“That’s what’s most exciting, to see what this does for 
our departments and our students,” Morrice said. “Before, 
we had conversations about what we can do with what’s 
available. This is now a totally different world because 
we can really unleash our creativity. We’re looking 
forward to showing these spaces off to prospective 
students and for our current students to receive the 
education that we intend to give them.”

Gabby Pfeifer, a freshman dance major from 
Stevensville, Maryland, loved the idea of being among 
the first students to benefit from SRU’s new facilities.

“One of the main reasons why I chose SRU was for 
the new facilities,” said Pfeifer, whose high school dance 
program had its studio in a basement. “It’s awesome 
seeing the big windows where you can see the sunlight 
and people walking by and actually having this feeling of 
community in a new space. Just talking about it with the 
other students, we can’t wait to be on campus together. 
We all said, ‘Oh, just imagine how different our lives are 
going to be.’”

Pfeifer will get plenty of sunlight courtesy of the large 
windows in each of the new studios. In addition to the 
two studios in Stoner East and Stoner West, there are 

20    THE ROCK

From top, a crowd gathered in September 2019 to commemorate the installation 
of the last steel beam at the Performing Arts Center, before interior construction 
continued the following year to expand the facility by 9,500 square feet to a total 
of 38,407 square feet.
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two second-floor dance studios in the PAC with windows 
overlooking the first-floor lobby. Both the studios and 
lobby are visible from outside the building. 

“This type of exposure is unusual for theater buildings 
because they are traditionally closed off with no windows 
letting outside light in,” Morrice said. “But because this 
is a multipurpose performing arts center, with classrooms 
and studios, people from the outside will actually be able 
to peer in and see activity that‘s usually hidden.”

“It’s about engaging audiences and inviting people 
into the process,” said Jennifer Keller, professor of dance 
and department chair. “But just having our dancers in 
a consolidated space is important for many reasons, 
including not having our students perform aerobic 
activity, getting sweaty and then going outside 
in the cold from one building to another 
in the winter.”

Three of the new studios will 
have Marley flooring, which 
is a vinyl covering made 
specifically for dance to allow 
for foot turns without being too 
slippery. The larger of the two 
PAC dance studios will have a 
wood covering, which will allow 
professors to teach rolling and 
sliding techniques.

“We’ve never had wood flooring 
before, so this will open up more 
pedagogical opportunities for us to teach skills,” 
Keller said.  

Capacity is also a need, as accrediting organizations 
recommend 2,400 square feet for each dance studio, or 
at least 100 square feet per dancer. Studios in Morrow 
Field House and McKay Education Building, which did 
not meet those standards, will no longer be used. The 
Stoner West dance/theater studio, the largest of the new 
studios, is 3,000 square feet. 

“When I was hired in the fall 1998, I had six students 
in my Advanced Modern Technique class and now those 
classes have 25-30 students, so we have been bursting 
at the seams because of our burgeoning programs,” 
Keller said.

There are now more than 100 dance majors and more 
than 50 theatre majors at SRU, as well as approximately 
40 students minoring in either program. Morrice said 
that, with new facilities and the new Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Acting (acting and musical theatre concentrations), they 
hope to have 100 theatre majors in the next four years.

SRU, which also has art and music programs, is  
one of just two universities in Pennsylvania, the other 
being Temple University, with at least four accredited 
arts programs.

“It’s amazing,” Ambrosio said of the new PAC. “We 
now finally have the facilities that match the excellence of 
our programs, our students and our faculty.” 

Above, a black box theater in Stoner East is a small performance space with 
a level floor, retractable configurations for the stage and audience seating 
for 296 people.

“ It’s amazing.  
We now finally have the  

facilities that match the excellence  
of our programs, our students and  

our faculty.” – Nora Ambrosio, professor of dance
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NamePutting a
to a

The name of any 
particular building 

at Slippery Rock 
University might 

mean very little to 
most people beyond 

describing their 
location on campus, 

but they mean a lot in 
the historical legacy 

of the University. 
The namesakes have 

left their mark at 
SRU in some way, 
whether they are 
faculty members, 

alumni, benefactors or 
administrators. Here 

are the names behind 
the buildings of  
28 structures on  

SRU’s campus:  

Bailey Library 
The University’s current library, built in 

1971 to replace Maltby Library (Center) 
in 1973, is named for Matilda Bailey, an 
English professor who taught at SRU from 
1935-41 and 1957-58. Bailey’s time at SRU 
was interrupted by her successful writing 
career, as she authored many textbooks 
published by the American Book Company, 
but Slippery Rock State College continued to 
appear under her name in her popular book 
titles and she returned to SRU as a visiting 
professor in the early 1960s.  ■2

Boozel Dining Hall 
Constructed in 1971 and renovated 

multiple times since, SRU’s largest dining 
hall is dedicated to George Boozel, who 
worked at SRU for more than 50 years 
before retiring as director of food services 
in 1977.  ■3

Robert N. Aebersold Student Recreation Center 
Also known as “The ARC,” this student recreation center is named after the late Robert 

Aebersold, who arrived at SRU in 1968 as an assistant professor of physical education and 
an assistant football and baseball coach, before later serving as department chair, vice 
president for academic affairs and University president from 1984-97. ■1

 ■1

 ■2

 ■3
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Drs. Paul and Carolyn Carruth Rizza Hall 
Built in 1900 as the model school for elementary school training, Carruth Rizza Hall 

was for many years known as West Hall until it was dedicated to Paul and Carolyn 
Carruth Rizza in 2003 following a renovation. A $2.5 million gift from Carolyn’s mother, 
Ethel Carruth, which at the time was the largest in the University’s history, funded the 
renovation. Carolyn served on the SRU faculty from 1975-99 and retired as a professor 
of sociology and social work and as head of the Department of Sociology, Anthropology 
and Social Work. Paul joined the faculty in 1972 and retired in 1998 as a professor of 
geography and environmental studies. ■4 

Eisenberg Classroom 
Building 

J. Lindwood Eisenberg was president 
of SRU from 1916-34 when it transitioned 
from a Normal School to a State Teachers 
College. He became the namesake of the 
classroom building that was built in 1969. ■7

Jack Critchfield Park 
SRU’s baseball stadium, which opened 

in 2002, is named after Jack Critchfield, 
a 1955 SRU graduate who contributed 
$75,000 to help build the facility. ■5 

Jack C. Dinger Building 
Named for the late professor and 

founder of the Special Education 
Department at SRU, this building is 
the home base for public health and 
social work after the Special Education 
Department relocated to McKay in 2011. ■6

Robert A. Lowry Center 
SRU acquired the former private residence of 

professor Howard Headland in 1961 to house 
the offices for the director of development and 
alumni affairs. It‘s now home to the Department 
of Military Science. The house was dedicated 
in 1988 to honor Robert Lowry, a 1948 SRU 
alumnus and Army Veteran, who served as the 
University’s first director of admissions in 1957 
and later served as chief administrative officer 
and acting president in 1968. ■8

Robert A. Macoskey Center 
for Sustainable Systems 
Education and Research

The University’s 83-acre environmental 
center used to promote sustainability at SRU 
and in the local community is named after the 
late Robert Macoskey, an SRU professor of 
philosophy from 1971-90. ■9 

 ■4

 ■6

■5

■7

■8

■9 
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Maltby Center 
Built in 1938 and housing the University’s 

library until 1973, the Maltby Center is 
named after SRU’s second president, Albert 
Maltby, who served from 1890-1916. Maltby 
was a prolific writer, taught classes and, as 
a former civil engineer who helped survey 
the disputed boundary between Mexico and 
Guatemala, did much of the surveying of the 
land that the University acquired.■10 

McKay Education Building 
The namesake of the McKay Education 

Building purportedly knew every student on 
campus by name, so it’s somewhat fitting 
that Maree McKay had the education 
building, built in 1929, named after her 
in 1979. McKay, who served as SRU’s 
registrar for more than 35 years, was 
considered a “patron saint” and ardent 
supporter of the University. According to 
her nephew and SRU alumnus J.W. McKay, 
“literally hundreds of former students have 
said to me, ‘Had it not been for Maree 
McKay, I would never have made it through 
college,’” because of McKay’s personal 
counseling and arrangements with loans.■11 

 

Mihalik-Thompson Stadium Complex  
Serving as the home of SRU’s field hockey, football, lacrosse, soccer and track and 

field teams, this stadium is named after two former SRU football coaches, the late N. Kerr 
Thompson (1920-45) and George Mihalik (1988-2015), whose name was added in 2011. 
Mihalik, a 1974 SRU graduate, dedicated more than 44 years of his life to the University as 
a student-athlete, football coach and professor. ■13

Miller Auditorium
Emma Guffey Miller was a highly 

influential political figure who served as a 
member of SRU’s council of trustees from 
1933-68 and helped secure state funding for 
programs and buildings. For example, she 
helped SRU obtain the state funding for five 
campus buildings in 1937, not including the 
replacement for North Hall, after North Hall 
burned down later that year. Another era of 
expansion began, the first in the post-World 
War II years, in 1958 with the building of 
Miller Auditorium, named in Guffey Miller’s 
honor, as the first of 17 buildings erected 
through 1975. ■12 

James C. Myford Art 
Sculpture Building 

Opened in 2009, this building is named 
after an art professor and department chair 
who taught at SRU from 1968-97. One of his 
sculptures, in the Slippery Rock town square, 
featured aluminum columns separated by 
a waterfall that symbolized the coming 
together of the University and the town. ■15Morrow Field House 

James Morrow was appointed the first 
principal of Slippery Rock State Normal 
School when the school that is now SRU 
opened in 1889. He served only one year 
but his name lives on via the University’s 
street address, 1 Morrow Way, and as the 
name of its field house, which opened  
in 1959. ■14

■10 

■11 

■13

 ■14

 ■15

 ■12
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Robert M. Smith Student Center 
Opened in 2012, this is one of the newest buildings on campus, featuring a ballroom, theater, 

offices, bookstore, a campus dining facility and even a Starbucks. The 106,869-square foot facility  
is named after SRU’s 15th president, Robert Smith, who led the University from 2004-12. ■20

Spotts World Culture 
Building 

Opened in 1966, this classroom and 
faculty office building was named in 1979 
for Carle Spotts, considered one of the most 
versatile and respected faculty members ever 
to teach at SRU. Spotts, who retired in 1960, 
was chair of the English Department for 25 
years and helped to build major programs in 
English, speech and debate. ■18

Stoner East and Stoner West 
The buildings, formerly known as the Pearl K. Stoner Instructional Complex, were long 

known as East and West Gyms. Constructed in 1931 and 1906, respectively, they were 
collectively renamed in 1994 after Pearl K. Stoner made a $500,000 commitment to the 
University’s capital campaign. ■19

Patterson Hall 
Built as a residence hall in 1958 until it 

was converted to a classroom building in 
2008, Patterson Hall is named after Lewis 
Patterson who donated the land on which 
the three original buildings of the University 
were built. ■16

Rhoads Hall 
This residence hall that also houses the 

Student Counseling and Student Health centers, 
is named after Margaret Rhoads, who was 
dean of women in 1948 and a professor of 
mathematics at SRU for 33 years. ■17

 ■16

 ■17

 ■18

 ■19

 ■20
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Vincent Science Center 
This round building that houses 

classrooms, laboratories, offices and 
a planetarium opened in 1968, and 
was named for Arthur Vincent, a former 
science professor and chair of the Science 
Department from 1923-40. ■22

Strain Safety Building 
Known as the Science Hall after it 

was built in 1938 to house the Physical 
and Chemical Science departments, 
the building was renamed in 1979 as 
the Strain Behavioral Science Building 
in honor of Warren Strain, the former 
chair of the Geography Department. In 
2017, the building was again renamed, 
this time as the Strain Safety Building, to 
reflect it housing the University’s Safety 
Management Department. ■23

Swope Music Hall 
Built in 1977, the home of the Department of Music is named for Clair Swope, a former 

department chair who taught from 1946-78 and worked tirelessly to bring a music program 
to SRU during his career. ■24

Storm Harbor Equestrian Center 
Fittingly, the equestrian center is the only campus building named after an animal. Storm 

Harbor was the name of a horse owned by Carolyn Rizza, a former SRU professor of 
sociology and social work from 1975-99, who remains a major benefactor to the center for 
its construction in 2005 and expansion in 2019. Storm Harbor was a black and white half-
Percheron, half-Thoroughbred steed. ■21

 ■21

 ■22

 ■23

 ■24
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Robert J. Watson Hall
Also known as “Building C” among the six structures within SRU‘s Residential Suites, the hall is named for Robert Watson, a 1970 

SRU graduate who served his alma mater in several professional capacities before retiring in 2006 as vice president of student life after 
34 years as an SRU employee. ■25

Weisenfluh Dining Hall 
Affectionally called “The Fluh,” this dining 

facility that opened in 1962 is named for 
the late Norman Weisenfluh, SRU president 
from 1956-60. ■26

Russell Wright Alumni House and Conference Center 
The Russell Wright Alumni House and Conference Center, opened in 1996, is named after 

a 1923 SRU graduate who went on to become the team physician for MLB‘s Detroit Tigers, 
NBA‘s Detroit Pistons and the U.S. Olympic weightlifting team. ■27

 ■25

 ■26

■27
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Reactions to the turbulent times we 
are facing – whether it be to the global 
pandemic or civil unrest in America – are 
as varied as the people being affected 
by them. For one Slippery Rock University 
graduate, Michael O‘Hare, ’74, the natural 
response was one of unity and generosity.

O‘Hare, and his wife, Becky, recently 
donated $10,000 to SRU Foundation, Inc., to 
establish the “Unity at The Rock” Scholarship. 
The gift provided two scholarships, each 
worth $1,250 per year for up to four years, 
to a pair of incoming freshmen for the fall 
2020 semester. The recipients were Adam 
Owori, an exercise science major from 
Zelienople, and Molly Ney, a biology major 
from Peninsula, Ohio.

Owori and Ney were chosen from a 
pool of applicants based on two criteria: 
one recipient being an underrepresented 
minority student from western 
Pennsylvania, and the other a student 
whose parent is a first responder.

“At a time when America is 
struggling with disharmony and angst, 
this is a perfect time to do something 
for others,” said O‘Hare, a retired 
vice president at Snyder‘s of Hanover 
who now lives in Sunset Beach, North 
Carolina. “I learned from my wife that 
during unsettling times when you are 
feeling down, the best thing you can do is 
to help other people.”

Helping other people, students in 
particular, is something O’Hare is 
synonymous with.

An Allegheny County native who earned 
a degree in elementary education from 
The Rock, he has established multiple SRU 
scholarships, including gifts honoring his 
late first wife, Geraldine Angeloff O’Hare; 
his parents, Dody and Stel O’Hare; and 
his former high school football coach, 
Don “Pappy” Bouton, who is also an 
SRU alumnus, through $1,000 awards to 
a group of 11 Deer Lakes High School 
graduates. The three students with the best 
GPA matriculating to their sophomore year 
will receive an additional $1,000 award 
with the opportunity for renewal through 
their senior year.

“This is a unique if not unsettling time that 
we are living in right now,” O’Hare said. 
“But despite all the arguing and 
shouting going on, I think, at 
the heart of it, everyone 

wants the same thing – to get along, to 
move the country forward and to bring 
everyone together so that everyone has the 
same opportunities. That’s why we gave the 
scholarship the name we did and directed it 
toward underrepresented students and those 
who come from first-responder families.

“I’ve always believed that if everyone can 
do whatever they can for someone else, the 
world could be such a better place, almost 
immediately, and certainly exponentially.”

“We‘re grateful for alumni like Mike for 
supporting our students and inspiring others,” 
said Samantha Swift, SRU’s executive 

Unity 
SRU alumnus establishes Unity  Scholarship with $10,000 gift
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director of development. “The O‘Hares are 
proud members of The Rock community and 
their generosity makes us stronger.”

“I‘ve been very fortunate; I had a great 
career and giving just feels so good,” 
O’Hare said. “I had people who helped 
me when I was a student, and in 1970, 
believe me, the $500 per year that I 
received from a scholarship funded by a 
person who didn’t know me, meant more 
than I could ever say. It was like a gift from 
God because that was money that I didn’t 
have; I was so grateful for it.”

That grateful feeling from the ’70s has 

Unity Through 
Generosity

SRU alumnus establishes Unity  Scholarship with $10,000 gift

made its way to the modern day courtesy of 
O’Hare’s “paying it forward” mentality.

“It was only a few weeks before the (fall) 
semester started that I received an email 
letting me know that I had been selected 
as a recipient (of the scholarship),” said 
Owori. “I’m a zero EFC (expected family 
contribution) student so any amount that I 
receive really helps. It’s like the old saying 
goes, ‘A little goes a long way.’”

A former track and cross-country athlete 
at Seneca Valley High School, Owori wasn’t 
able to pursue collegiate athletic endeavors 
due to injury. But it was those same injuries 
– hamstring and hip flexor strains, stiff-

person syndrome, plantar 
fasciitis and lower 
back pain – that 
provided educational 
direction.

“There was a doctor, Ann Dumont, at 
the Tri Rivers Musculoskeletal Centers 
that I really connected with when I was 
suffering from and working through my 
various injuries,” Owori said. “She was 
my go-to medical person throughout high 
school. She had a 
great approach 
and took the 
time to really 
explain the 
process 
and what 
to expect 
for my 
recoveries. 
That really 
sparked 
my interest in 
pursuing a career in 
the medical field.”

Owori’s sister, Kaitlyn, is also enrolled at 
SRU as a freshman health science-public 

health major. After Owori completes his 
bachelor’s degree, he plans to pursue 
a graduate degree via the University’s 
physician assistant program. 

“Helping someone have a better 
quality of life than before they knew you 

is something that really speaks to me,” said 
Owori. “It made a difference in my life in 
more ways than one. If I can do the same for 
others, that would be great.”  

Those interested in helping to extend the 
“Unity at The Rock” Scholarship beyond 
fall 2020 can donate by contacting the 
SRU Foundation at 724.738.2047 or 
visiting www.srufoundation.org. A list of 
scholarship applications for SRU students is 
available on SRU‘s Financial Aid webpage, 
at www.sru/admissions/financialaid.

 This is a unique if not unsettling time that we are living in right now.  
But despite all the arguing and shouting going on, I think, at the heart 
of it, everyone wants the same thing – to get along, to move the country 
forward and to bring everyone together so that everyone has the same 
opportunities. That’s why we gave the scholarship the name we did and 
directed it toward underrepresented students and those who come from 
first-responder families.

– Michael O‘Hare

“
‚‚

                                                                          
       

      
 ADAM O
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We do not publish engagements 
or pregnancies, but we do publish 
marriages and births.
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years of high school basketball, football 
and track and field officiating. Ward 
remains active in all three sports and 
just concluded his 22nd year of NCAA 
track and field officiating. He retired 
from the Butler Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center after 35 years 
of service. Ward and his wife, Karen, 
’73, reside in Butler.

1980s
Gary Aldrich, ’82, ’89, was named 
men‘s throws coach for the U.S. Track 
and Field team for the upcoming 2021 
Summer Olympics. Aldrich was inducted 
into the Athletics Hall of Fame at The Rock 
in 2006 and is the current head coach at 
Carnegie Mellon University. This will mark 
the seventh time Aldrich has been given 
the opportunity to represent the U.S. in a 
coaching capacity. Aldrich is pictured with 
his son, Christian, and daughter, Kate, a 
sophomore at SRU and member of the 
cross country and track and field teams. ● 1
Tom Chisdock, ’84, received the 
2020 Guy Bradley Award. Named for the 
first wildlife officer killed in the line of 
duty, Guy Bradley, the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation annually presents 
this prestigious award to one state 
and one federal recipient “to recognize 
extraordinary individuals who have made 
an outstanding lifetime contribution to 
wildlife law enforcement, wildlife forensics 
or investigative techniques.” The award 
included a $2,500 check, which Chisdock 
donated to the Pascagoula River Audubon 
Center in honor of his late mother-in-law, 
who was a lifetime birder and Mississippi 
resident. The funds will provide tuition 
for 10 students to attend the center’s 
summer camp and will be named the 
“Guy Bradley Summer Camp Scholarship 
in memory of Carol Barrett.” Chisdock 
retired in December 2019.  1 ● 2
Tonyea (Trimmer) Mead, ’84, 
was awarded the 2019-20 Excellence in 
Environmental Education Award from the 
Delaware Association of Environmental 
Education. Mead partners with state 
parks, zoos, nature centers, higher 
education and school districts to ensure 
all students make connections from the 
classroom to the outdoors. Mead is the 
state science supervisor at the Delaware 
Department of Education. 
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1960s
Elwood Exley Jr., ’63, was 
appointed to the Connecticut State Board 
of Education by Gov. Ned Lamont. Exley 
serves on the Accountability and Support 
Committee and the Legislation and Policy 
Development Committee. Exley is the 
owner of Exley Communications LLC 
that provides editorial services to major 
corporations in Connecticut and beyond. 
Ronald Hill, ’67, is retired and resides 
in Hillsboro, Oregon, with his wife 
Patricia (Galbraith) Hill, ’68. 
Patricia is a licensed Ohio attorney. In 
2014, they followed their two sons to live 
in the Northwest. Hill taught elementary 
school in New Castle for seven years 
before joining a PBS station in Kent, Ohio, 
as director of educational services for 10 
years. He continued working in education 
with ATARI and IBM. He was granted a 
U.S. Patent on a software product titled 
“The Audit & Verification Tool System” 
and used it to start his own company, C.E. 
Verifier, Inc. Hill sends a special hello to all 
Alpha Chi Rho fraternity brothers.

1970s
Rev. William Kirker, ’73, ’92, 
recently retired from St. Paul’s Senior Living 
Community after 20 years of service, 
including the last nine years as director 
of spiritual services. He now serves as 
a member of the pastoral care team at 
Victory Christian Center in New Wilmington 
where he serves as an Elder. He and his 
wife Connie, ’98, reside in Volant.
James Plousis, ’75, won second 
place in the Public Safety Writers 
Association’s 2020 national competition 
for the best nonfiction books. His book, 
“Jersey Lawman,” is a memoir of his 
40 years in law enforcement as a police 
officer, county sheriff, U.S. marshal and 
parole board chairman in New Jersey. 
Plousis is currently chairman of the Casino 
Control Commission in Atlantic City.
Steve Ward, ’73, was recognized 
by the Pennsylvania Interscholastic 
Athletic Association for a combined 50 

Steve Williams, ’84, retired after 31 
seasons with the Baltimore Professional 
Duckpin Association. Williams received 
the Platinum Award at the end of his 30th 
season, having knocked down more than 
a million pins while winning two team and 
one doubles championship.
Peter Young Jr., ’81, sends a hello to 
fellow SRU alumni. Apparently, even the 
Florida gators love The Rock. ● 3

1990s
Matthew Derstine, ’95, began 
employment with the Chattahoochee-
Oconee National Forest in March 2011 
and with Kevin Vasalinda, ’04, in 
September 2012. The two immediately 
hit it off and formed a friendship. Derstine, 
who has since began new employment 
with Cherokee National Forest, took 
this photo on their last day of working 
together. ● 4
Melanie Beals Goan, ’94, authored 
a new book titled, “A Simple Justice: 
Kentucky Women Fight for the Vote.” Goan 
offers a new and deeper understanding 
of the women‘s suffrage movement in 
Kentucky by following the people who 
labored long and hard to see the battle 
won. Goan, who resides in Lexington, 
Kentucky, is an associate professor of 
history at the University of Kentucky 
specializing in women‘s history in the U.S. 

2000s
Paul Miller, ’03, was awarded the 
Todd A. Milano Faculty Excellence Award 
at Central Penn College’s recent virtual 
commencement ceremony. This award 
recognizes the college’s faculty person 
of the year. Miller was also promoted to 
assistant professor of media studies in 
November 2019.
Seth Jenny, ’02, recently co-authored 
a textbook titled “Technology for Physical 
Educators, Health Educators, & Coaches: 
Enhancing Instruction, Assessment, 
Management, Professional Development, 
& Advocacy.” Jenny, an SRU assistant 
professor of exercise and rehabilitative 
sciences, captained the SRU cross country 
and track and field teams while a student-
athlete. ● 5
Stacy Schultz-Payne, ’02, received 
her doctor of education with a focus in 

●2 ●3●1 ●5●4
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special education in January 2020 from 
Northcentral University. Schultz-Payne is 
currently the special education coordinator 
and girls’ athletic director for Commodore 
Perry School District in Hadley. 

2010s
Olivia Brinker, ’15, financial advisor 
at Merrill Lynch, Jordan Grady, ’15, 
’16, executive director of the Butler County 
Chamber of Commerce and Aleta Heard, 
’15, vice president, business technology 
liaison at BNY Mellon, were selected as 
recipients of the 2020 Pittsburgh Business 
Times 30 Under 30 Award, honoring 30 
professionals under the age of 30 for their 
successful efforts to grow a business or 
nonprofit and for their contributions to the 
community and civic organizations. 
Catherine Danae (Hayes) Elser, 
’13, was the artist-in-resident at Petrified 
Forest National Park in Arizona. Elser 
created a needle felted sculptural piece to 
represent a fossil from the Triassic period. 
This was Elser’s second residency for the 
National Park Service. 

2020s
Tyler Benninger, ’20, contributed to a 
video project that won a 2020 Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Emmy Award by the Mid-Atlantic 
Chapter of the National Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences. Benninger was 
a production assistant for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins’ PensTV staff that won the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Emmy in the Sports 
Feature Segment category for “Matt 
Cullen, My Story,” which was a personally 
narrated recap of Cullen’s 21-year career 
in the National Hockey League. A former 
intern with the Penguins, Benninger now 
owns a video production company. 
Jesus Origel, ’20, was named to 
Pittsburgh Magazine’s 40 Under 40, which 
recognizes 40 outstanding individuals 
under the age of 40 whose creativity, 
vision and passion enrich the Pittsburgh 
region. Origel is a campus minister for 
the Coalition for Christian Outreach and 
works with student athletes from the 
University of Pittsburgh. Origel is also 
a chaplain for the Pittsburgh Pirates, 
focusing on the Spanish-speaking players 
and coaches. Origel was featured in the 
November issue of Pittsburgh Magazine.

Paula (Dimun) Acquaviva, ‘73
Sandra Aimonetti, ‘75
Jon Albitz, ‘60
Lawrence Altimus, ‘62
Dennis Andritz, ‘60
Constance Bailey, ‘70
David Baird, ‘72
David Ball, ‘97
Charles Barnes, ‘53
Edward Bartosh, ‘64
Shirley (Critchlow) Beacom, ‘66
David Begg, ‘68
William Bergin, ‘84
Beverly (Patterson) Bevington, ‘02
Emma (Shaffer) Biskup, ‘50
Mary Lou (Cleveland) Boben, ‘83
Dorothy (Torrence) Boice, ‘52
Jordis (Loeb) Boltz, ‘70
Musa (Hall) Bovee, ‘73
Ronald Bowser, ‘66
Bette Brant, ‘74
Rose Buchanon, ‘69
Joseph Butera, ‘63
Tera Callihan, ‘08
Patricia Cather, ‘86
Margaret Clougherty, ‘16
Harold Cogburn, ‘90
James Cooper, ‘69
Thomas Costa, ‘68
Mildred (Weed) Cottrell, ‘43
Julie Davis, ‘85
Theodore Davis, ‘52
Philip Demson, ‘72
Deborah (Kovach) Dittmer, ‘74
Helen (Kasper) Domin, ‘31
Patricia (Smith) Doss, ‘83
Terry Drupp, ‘76
Tammy Eiselt, ‘06
Robert Emeigh, ‘87

Reba Erickson, ‘58
Dennis Fassett, ‘69
Thomas Ferment, ‘81
Shaun Fetters, ‘83
Georgia Flowers, ‘87
Carol (Pinney) Folwell, ‘85
Marsha Steiner Fox, ‘96
Joseph Franjione, ‘70
Mary Jo Gaspare, ‘74
Barbara (Millington) Gessner, ‘61
Stephen Getner, ‘64
Louise Graziani, ‘88
Stephen Green, ‘72
Joanne (Gardner) Grossman, ‘70
Donald Group, ‘56
Sandra (Haney) Haines, ‘62
Donald Heisey, ‘79
Arlene Hepner, ‘69
Sandra (Patula) Holzshu, ‘61
Bertha (Martinsek) Huff, ‘57
Ronald Huffner, ‘62
Kim (Stoops) Humphreys, ‘92
Everett Jackson, ‘93
Chip Jasmin, ‘72
Anthony Johnson, ‘13
William Jones, ‘56
Shawn Kelly, ‘03
Michael Kiefer, ‘09
Joseph Kilbert, ‘64
Jay Lauer, ‘13
Jean Leyde, ‘75
Charise (Ohrn) Loranger, ‘71
Beth Lowrie, ‘03
Carole Lynch, ‘78
Gordon Mackrell, ‘93
Denise (Smith) Malone, ‘74
Margaret (Laughner) Martz, ‘72
Duane Massingale, ‘84
Frederick Mastele, ‘81

Pauline McClure, ‘57
Jannet (Mayer) McCollum, ‘52
Karen McCoy, ‘89
William McElhaney, ‘83
Jeanne (Hartzell) McQuistion, ‘66
Jack Merritts, ‘43
Sandro Micocci, ‘04
Betty Moore, ‘81
Margaret Nicholson, ‘75
Sharie Olack, ‘97
Anthony Palipchak, ‘86
George Pessy, ‘63
Lois Price, ‘81
Sheila (Durkin) Rabovsky, ‘68
Robert Ranck, ‘60
Jason Rebrassier, ‘01
Jay Ricciardelli, ‘96
Gary Roberts, ‘82
Theresa (Sambolt) Rodgers, ‘67
Donald Ross, ‘58
James Ruesch, ‘54
Martin Schlossnagel, ‘94
Robin (Montross) Schultz, ‘93
Daniel Seamans, ‘63
Thomas Sharpe, ‘60
Fred Shaw, ‘77
Karen (Killmeyer) Shirah, ‘67
Louis Sims, ‘51
Kenneth Slosky Jr., ‘59
John Small Jr., ‘58
David Smykowski, ‘72
James Snodgrass, ‘62
Susan (Thias) Stewart, ‘74
Lawrence Strader, ‘67
Frank Styduhar, ‘72
Donald Sullivan, ‘58
Franklin Sutton, ‘56
Lisa (Torrence) Swanson, ‘97
Margaret (Thompson) Swingle, ‘51

Fred Swope, ‘72
Kimberly Talley, ‘83
Joan (Goss) Tejchman, ‘88
David Tierney, ‘76
Lisa (Schad) Timmons, ‘92
Michael Tomeo, ‘72
Lyle Trexler, ‘65
Anna Mae Schaaf Vicchy, ‘59
Peter J. Vilasi, ‘92
Martha (Bartley) Vollwiler, ‘41
Richard Walker, ‘55
William Wanatosky, ‘61
Rosemarie (Bock) Watson, ‘56
James White, ‘56
Edward Wilbert, ‘88
Sandra (Goodman) Wilkinson, ‘70
Karen Zellmann, ‘65

William “Bill” Barnett, retired faculty
Matilda Betres, retired faculty
Frances Brannon, retired faculty
Mark Campbell, ‘92, faculty
Nancy Gabrielsen, retired faculty
Barry Hammond, retired faculty
Francene Haymon, retired faculty
Alvera Lamison, retired staff
Fred Livingston, retired faculty
Michele Phillips, SRU Foundation,  
  Inc. board of directors
David Shaw, retired faculty
Melba (Stahlman) Tomeo, ‘81,    
  retired faculty
Betty Voss, ‘71, retired staff
Arlene Widenhofer, staff

In Memory

Weddings
Meghan Rice, ’10, ’11, and Andrew 
Reiman were married July 13, 2019, on 
the SRU campus. The couple resides in 
Richland, Washington. ● 6

Births
Lauren (Branchetti) Ionadi, ’06, 
and her husband, Stephen, welcomed 
their son, Vincent Philip, born Jan. 27, 
2020.  ● 7

●6 ●8 ●9 ●11●7 ●10 ●12

Bill Kammermeier, ’03, and 
Mandy Kammermeier, ’17, 
welcomed their third child, Lily Elaine, 
born June 28, 2020. ● 8
Meghan (Rice) Reiman, ’10, ’11, 
and her husband, Andrew, welcomed their 
son, Odin Henry, born July 3, 2020. ● 9
Corey Street, ’12, and his wife, 
Monica, welcomed their daughter, Isla 
Irene, born July 29, 2020. The family 
resides in Canton, Ohio. ●10

Travis Urban, ’10, and his wife, 
Catherine (Rodgers) Urban, ’12, 
’17, welcomed their son, Connor Travis, 
born June 10, 2020.  ●11
Steve Winslow, ’08, and Krista 
Winslow, ’08, welcomed their 
second son, Timothy James, born June 3, 
2020. Timothy joins big brother, Theodore 
Edward, born August 4, 2017. ●12
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RESPONDING TO A 
NEW CALL

SRU social work students interning  
with local police departments
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For three Slippery Rock University students, the stereotypical 
internship chores of making copies, brewing coffee or emptying 
the trash are long gone. Instead, the students, each enrolled 
in SRU’s Master of Social Work program, find themselves 
embedded within local law enforcement operations as police 
social workers, helping to de-escalate situations and applying 
their area of expertise.

“What we do goes hand in hand with the police officers,” said 
Angela Kenbok, a graduate student majoring in social work from 
Pittsburgh. “I’ve been going on calls with the officers, learning 
more about their codes, how to read incident reports and how 
they handle certain situations. But then, on the other side of 
things, we’re the ones providing them with more resources for 
their residents and teaching them about certain mental health or 

addiction issues.”
Kenbok and Kaylee Kihn, a 

graduate student majoring in 
social work from Slippery Rock, 
are working 16 hours per week 
during the 2020-21 academic 
year with the Hampton Township 
Police Department in Allison Park, 
while Haylee Zinn, a graduate 
student majoring in social work 
from Westland, is fulfilling her 
internship requirement with the 
New Castle Police Department. 

“This experience will give 
me hands-on interaction with 
individuals and families in crisis 
moments,” Kihn said. “It will 

expand my competency within different populations, and I will 
gain knowledge in many aspects of social work.”

The work the SRU students are doing is part of an emerging 
profession in an area called forensic social work, a specialized 
area of practice where social services are offered within the 
criminal justice system. They interact and help victims of abuse, 
people suffering from mental illness and criminals after they are 
charged with a crime.

“Police social workers can perform a variety of duties,” 
said Yvonne Eaton-Stull, 
associate professor of 
public health and social 
work. “They accompany 
police and assist in actual 
crisis intervention once 
a scene is secure. Once 
police do their job first, then 
the social workers can lend 
their expertise, especially 
in areas like domestic 
violence, mental health and 
substance abuse.”

Coincidentally, each of 
the three SRU students have 
separate backgrounds 
treating people in each of 

those areas: Zinn with domestic violence victims, Kenbok with 
substance abusers and Kihn with mental health patients. For 
example, when Kenbok was an undergraduate student at SRU, 
she worked part time as a counselor at an inpatient drug and 
alcohol facility. 

“I couldn’t imagine coming to a police department as my 
first-ever internship or job in the field because it does require 
some experience,” Kenbok said. “But the neat thing about this 
opportunity (with HTPD) is they’re trusting our experience and 
our education in the field and allowing us to participate in as 
many calls as possible.”

Still, it can be unnerving because not many college interns 
have to wear bulletproof vests while on the job.

“If I had to sum it up into a few words, it would be exciting, 
emotional and eye-opening … three e’s,” Zinn said. “New 
Castle is a larger city and it’s fast-paced. I’ve seen a crazier 
side of things during my time with the department and it’s 
definitely been eye-opening to see what police officers actually 
go through.”

“Going on a police call can cause (the stirring of) many 
emotions,” Kihn said. “There is excitement because it is a 
new experience and I can use my knowledge to help those 
involved. There is curiosity because I don’t always know the 
details of the calls before I leave. But with every call I go on, 
I feel compassion. I am there to do whatever I can do to help 
de-escalate individuals, give them resources, or even just be 
supportive and listen to them.”

That’s not to say police officers are unable to apply similar 
approaches than those of social workers; sometimes just having 
a third-party mediator can make a difference.

“Sometimes when police officers show up to these types of 
calls, we de-escalate them just by showing up,” said Thomas 
Vulakovich, chief of police, Hampton Township. “But there are 
times that our uniform, the mere presence of it, has a tendency 
to escalate somebody, especially someone going through a 
mental health crisis. The fact that we have somebody who’s not 
a police officer and who has training in de-escalation that’s 
related to mental health, they may be able to better identify 
things quicker than an officer because they are educated and 

“Police social workers can perform 
a variety of duties. They accompany 

police and assist in actual crisis 
intervention once a scene is secure. 

Once police do their job first, then 
the social workers can lend their 
expertise, especially in areas like 
domestic violence, mental health 

and substance abuse.”
– Yvonne Eaton-Stull, associate professor  

of public health and social work

From left, SRU social work graduate 
students Angela Kenbok and Kaylee Kihn 

on duty with the Hampton Township Police 
Department as police social workers.
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are able to relay that information to us. They’re not seen as so 
much of a threat.”

How common police social workers are varies by 
departments and the size of precincts, whether it’s embedded 
social workers like the SRU interns or third-party agencies 
who are on call to respond. But according to Vulakovich, the 
placement of SRU interns has gotten the attention of nearby 
police departments.

“All the municipalities around us have found out that we have 
this program and I’ve gotten a lot of inquiries about it,” Vulakovich 
said. “They realize there is a need for this type of profession. 
Within law enforcement, there’s a lot of things that we can learn 
from (social workers), and there are a lot of things that they can 
learn from us. We’re considered first responders, and in a way, 
the social workers can be part of that first responder list because 
they’re going to be potentially right there during a crisis.”

Vulakovich stressed that social workers aren’t put in harm’s 
way and they are only brought in once a scene in secure, but 
social workers are considered a valuable resource at a scene or 
as a follow-up in the days after an incident. 

“Simply making an arrest is not enough try to resolve (issues) 
in the long run, and that‘s where the social workers come in,” 
Vulakovich said. “We let the social worker step in and see if 
they can make a better impact on that family or that individual.

“In today’s world, there’s so much in the media about 
defunding the police and how social workers are going to 
respond to these types of calls, but (everyone has a job): police 
have their job to do, social workers have their job, medics and 
doctors have their jobs, firefighters have their jobs. There is 
a place, when you are dealing with public welfare and their 
safety, for every one of these professions to play a role.”

Police departments have always played a role in their 
communities, but in places like New Castle their support casts 
are expanding. Chris Frye, the mayor of New Castle, helped 
create community-based initiatives after he was elected the 
city’s mayor last year. 

“For many years, the New Castle Police Department, under 
the direction of Chief Robert Salem, has made community 
relations a priority,” said Frye, who is also an SRU part-time 
instructor of public health and social work. “Recently, Chief 
Salem and I created a Community Affairs Bureau to identify 
and address problems within the community. The CAB will focus 

on untapped demographics and 
solicit interaction to achieve goals 
and resolve issues. By partnering 
with SRU’s social work master’s 
program, the CAB now has the 
opportunity to include forensic social 
work frameworks into it mission and 
effectively assess people in their 
environments.”

“These partnerships go a long 
way because it really is going to give 
students an experience that they’re 
not going to get most places,” Eaton-
Stull said. “It also can open up doors 

for other police departments that are seeing the success of New 
Castle and Hampton Township, and it sets SRU apart because 
we’re one of a very few MSW programs (in the country) that has 
a specialization in forensic social work.”

“This internship has changed my view of police officers 
completely,” Zinn said. “With everything going on (in the last 
year) with the Black Lives Matter movement and incidents of 
police brutality (across the country), I wanted to learn more 
about the system of policing and what police officers encounter 
on a daily basis. You might agree 
or disagree with decisions they 
make, but when you see what 
they deal with in some instances, 
it can change your outlook.”

Prior to the internship, Zinn 
wanted to pursue a career in 
forensic social work that would 
be conducted mainly in the 
prison system, assisting inmates 
with reentry into society and 
preventing recidivism. However, 
she said she is now considering a 
career as a police social worker.  

While the SRU interns’ work 
does include going out on police 
calls, they also perform outreach 
to connect resources with residents and they are available for 
counseling appointments at the police station. There are many 
nuances to police social work, but for students like Kenbok, she 
gets to apply a trait that’s universal to social work.

“It really comes down to compassion and applying that in 
field of social work,” said Kenbok, who said she would consider 
police social work as a permanent job after graduating, in 
addition to continuing her work as a drug and alcohol counselor.

“I want to get one step ahead of people who are coming to 
inpatient (counseling). By looking into the forensic side of things, 
this experience helps me understand what I can do as a social 
worker before people get into legal trouble. 

“I didn’t come into this field expecting to work in all these 
positive situations. I came into the field wanting to make a 
change for people and helping them get one step closer to 
recovery or wherever they need to be.”

“Within law enforcement, there’s a 
lot of things that we can learn from 

(social workers), and there are a lot 
of things that they can learn from us. 

We’re considered first responders, 
and in a way, the social workers 

can be part of that first responder 
list because they’re going to be 

potentially right there during a crisis.”
– Thomas Vulakovich, chief of police,  

Hampton Township

SRU graduate student Haylee Zinn is interning with the 
New Castle Police Department 16 hours per week during 
the 2020-21 academic year.
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Management (online/onsite)
•  History (online)
•  Hospitality and Tourism 

Management (online)
•  MBA (blended/online)
• Music Therapy (blended)
•  Parks and Resource  

Management (online)

CONNECT WITH US
CALL: 724.738.2051
EMAIL: graduate.admissions@sru.edu 
EXPLORE: www.SRU.edu
www.sru.edu/graduate 
SRU’s Virtual Tour

•  Physician Assistant Studies 
(on-campus) 

•  Public Health (online)
•  School Nursing (online)
•  Secondary Education 

(blended/online)
• Social Work (blended)
•  Special Education (online)
•  Teaching Online (online)
• TESOL (blended)

•  Physical Therapy (onsite)
•  Special Education (online)

*All business programs are AACSB accredited.
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I am
the

Jairus Moore, ’19, bachelor’s  
in safety management;  
’20, master‘s in criminal justice 
DAY JOB: I am currently stationed at Fort Sill, a  
U.S. Army base just north of Lawton, Oklahoma.  
I work in the training room to assist warrant officers  
and captains, working with the administration to 
ensure they are prepared for their future education.  
I also serve as the safety officer to ensure the health 
and safety of soldiers within my immediate area 
by updating policies and conducting quarterly 
inspections and trainings. 

BACKGROUND: I graduated from Rochester High 
School in 2012 before attending Triangle Tech 
where I earned an associate degree in specialized 
technology (2013). I began my undergraduate 
time at SRU in January 2016 and recently earned a 
master’s degree in criminal justice from The Rock. 

INFLUENCE OF SRU: A former teacher of mine from 
high school, Valerie Perelman, graduated from SRU 
and encouraged my decision to attend The Rock and 
pursue my bachelor’s degree and it changed my life. 
I obviously spent time in the University’s Army ROTC 
program, was a co-ed cheerleader and a student trustee. 
My faith, family, friends and my previous professors all 
had a great influence on me, pushing me  
to be the best version of myself as possible and I feel that  
I am because of having been at The Rock.

rock


