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POMP WITH UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCE
Slippery Rock University celebrated its spring 2021 graduates with a 
two-day series of commencement ceremonies, April 30-May 1. All five 
ceremonies, which combined traditional elements of commencement with 
adaptations to protect the health and safety of attendees, took place 
outdoors at Mihalik-Thompson Stadium. SRU President William Behre also 
announced that, in fulfilling his promise to the Class of 2020 that missed out 
on in-person celebrations due to the pandemic, SRU will welcome back all 
2020 alumni for an in-person graduation ceremony during Homecoming 
Weekend, Oct. 15-17. 

SUMMER 2021    5 
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rock quarry

A group of Slippery Rock University 
students have rebuilt SRU’s campus brick 
by brick. However, there is no mortar or 
physical construction involved, but rather 
pixels in the virtual world of Minecraft. 
The popular video game allows users 
to build elaborate virtual environments 
within the game and five students from the 
Esports Club at SRU chose to recreate the 
University’s campus.

“Considering the pandemic is limiting 
our range of physical interaction, I thought 
that it would be a good idea to bring 
campus to a virtual setting where we can 
still have that sense of community,” said 
Adam Schultz, a junior dual computing and 

There‘s a new way for people to connect 
with the Slippery Rock University community 
and hear stories about its faculty, staff, 
students and alumni. SRU has launched its 
first podcast, titled “Hello, SRU,” featuring 
conversational style inter views with guests 
from throughout Rock Nation. 

“Hello, SRU” is hosted by Jeremy Lynch, 
associate professor of special education, 
and produced by Nick Artman, assistant 
professor of communication, as well as 
Justin Zackal, communication specialist 

in the Office of University 
Communication and  
Public Affairs.

“We‘re interested in 
podcasting and also sharing 
the stories that make SRU 
such a great community,” 
Artman said. “The podcast 
highlights people and topics in a 
way that‘s fun and accessible, like 
you‘re sitting down and talking to someone 
over a cup of coffee.” 

SRU debuts new podcast to share campus community stories

“This is something Nick and I have 
been wanting to do for a long time,” Lynch 
said. “This is not our podcast but rather 
something we hope represents the entire 
campus. We‘re grateful to have support 
from the University as well as people 
willing to share ideas and stories that make 
SRU a unique and special place to learn, 
live and work.” 

People can download and subscribe 
to the podcast from a variety of popular 
apps, including iTunes, Spotify, Google 
Podcasts and more, or listen from the 
podcast‘s webpage, anchor.fm/hellosru.

Each episode features a different 
topic and guest(s) with Lynch leading the 

conversation.
Artman and Lynch have already 
partnered with SRU‘s Center for 
Teaching and Learning to start 
another podcast,  “The Podcast 
for Teaching and Learning,” 
that serves as a resource 
for SRU and other higher 
education faculty to enhance 
their teaching practice. 

To contact the “Hello, SRU” 
producers, including recommendations for 

topics or guests, email podcast@sru.edu.

Jeremy Lynch Nick Artman

SRU students recreate campus virtually in Minecraft

philosophy major from Emmaus. “Minecraft 
is about expressing your creativity and 
one of the main motivations for us is to 
take advantage of the limitless possibilities 
of the game. Minecraft gives us a good 
framework to recreate the campus.”

Schultz, the president of the Esports Club 
at SRU, started the project last October, 
and enlisted the help of four of the club’s 
more than 100 members: Daniel Frisco, 
a junior history major from Pittsburgh; 
Zeve Olbum, a senior communication 
major from Pittsburgh; Patrick Sheafer, a 
freshman computing major form Leesburg, 
Virginia; and Brenden Woodside, a junior 
computing major from Kittanning.

More than 126 million monthly active 
users play Minecraft, in which players 
explore and generate three-dimensional 
worlds that appear as blocks –– think 
digital Legos –– to build structures and 
earthworks. Minecraft was created 
by Mojang Studios and released as a 
playable game in 2009. It’s available 
across several gaming platforms and 
computer operating systems, including 
Xbox One, PlayStation, Nintendo Switch, 
iOS, Android and Microsoft Windows 10. 

For instructions on how to access the  
SRU campus on Minecraft, view a YouTube 
video created by the Esports Club available 
at https://youtu.be/0-g4y3p07BU.
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Nancy Pokorny, ’84, Bachelor of Science, Secondary 
Education: Mathematics 
HOME: 
Willoughby, Ohio
PROFESSION:
While I always thought I would be a 
teacher, having taught high school 
math for four years, I moved to the 
business world where I could further 
apply my mathematics degree, working 
in the field of corporate benefits and 
pension plans. My SRU education gave me the foundation to take 
advantage of the opportunities that came my way.
HOBBIES:
I have too many to mention, but primarily it‘s music, metal detecting, 
home improvement and cutting wood. My spouse and I own a lot 
of land, and we are continually clearing fallen trees. Does anyone 
need some wood?
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
I have been blessed in my life with many proud moments, but one 
that stands out is being a part of SRU‘s national runner-up women‘s 
track and field team (1982) and earning All-American honors.  
I carry it in my heart and I will never forget it. 
WHY I GIVE:
I enjoy supporting the student-athletes who truly are doing “double 
time” in representing SRU and earning their degrees. It is a lot of 
work and takes great dedication, and these student-athletes (and 
coaches) do a great job of making us proud. GO ROCK!

Terry Banks, ’95, Bachelor of Science,  
Sport Management
HOME:
Oakland, California
PROFESSION: 
Owner of Bank On It Financial 
Coaching
HOBBIES: 
I like standup comedy, reading and 
traveling. I also enjoy investing, 
which has given me the option of 
retiring early and relocating to my version of paradise, Puerto 
Vallarta, Mexico, in the near future.
ACCOMPLISHMENT: 
I am proud that my wife, Kari, and I have shared more than  
20 years of love and laughter; and I now have the ability 
to retire early from a career in operations and supply-chain 
management at high-growth small businesses. I followed 
my dream and started my own business of helping to guide 
professionals, frustrated with living paycheck to paycheck,  
to achieve financial security.
WHY I GIVE: 
Inspired giving is part of my spiritual practice. I‘m grateful to  
be able to help others to have a college experience that can 
impact their lives. My experience at SRU shaped who I am 
today in a variety of ways, including encouraging my love  
of learning. 

FILESrock

SRU’s Giving Day raises  
more than $320,000

Slippery Rock 
University‘s fifth annual 
Giving Day, March 
26, raised more than 
$320,000, exceeding 
organizers’ goal of 
$300,000, as a total of 
1,340 donors contributed to 
this year’s campaign. 

The one-day, fundraising campaign 
designed to encourage SRU alumni, friends 
and current faculty, staff and students to 
donate to the University has generated 
more than $795,000 in the last five years 
combined. The money supports SRU student 
scholarships, clubs, organizations, academic 
departments, athletic teams and more.

The 2021 campaign included two 
“challenge” gifts, both of which were met: 
SRU deans and members of the president‘s 
cabinet donated $20,000 after the 
campaign reached $100,000, and the  
SRU Foundation, Inc. board of directors 
donated $10,000 after the campaign 
reached 1,000 donors.

For information about Giving Day, email 
advancement@sru.edu.

Slippery Rock University hosted sitting 
U.S. poet laureate Joy Harjo for a special 
virtual presentation, April 6. Harjo, the 
internationally renowned performer and 
writer, spoke as part of a series sponsored 
by We Stand Together, a national 
coalition of presidents and chancellors of 
14 universities from across the country in 
bringing forward a message of unity to 
eradicate discrimination and racism.

SRU President William Behre is a 
member of We Stand Together, which is a 
working group of the American Association 
of State Colleges and Universities‘ New 
Presidents Academy.

Harjo, a member of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation, became the first Native 
American appointed U.S. poet laureate 
in 2019. She presented from her home 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, sharing her poetry 
and speaking about social justice, as well 
answering questions from the audience.

Harjo is author of nine books of 
poetry, including the highly acclaimed 
“An American Sunrise,” several plays 
and children‘s books, and two memoirs. 
Among her many honors, Harjo 
earned the Ruth Lily Prize for Lifetime 
Achievement from the Poetry Foundation, 
the Academy of American Poets 
Wallace Stevens Award, two National 
Endowment for the Arts fellowships and 
a Guggenheim Fellowship. As a musician 
and performer, Harjo has produced six 
award-winning albums including her 
newest, “I Pray for My Enemies.” She 
was first appointed U.S. poet laureate by 
the Library of Congress in 2019 and is 
currently serving her second term as the 
nation‘s official poet.

Harjo previously visited SRU in 2005 
for a public reading hosted by the English 
Department.

U.S poet laureate visits SRU for virtual presentation
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SRU students connect with  
isolated adults as part of state program

“Life has changed  
for everybody. Even 

my neighbors, I would 
see them outside and 

maybe talk in the  
yard but we mostly 

just wave to each 
other. This program  

has helped me be  
more social.”

– Anna, Mercer County

When Katlynn Bradford came to Slippery Rock University, she 
didn’t expect to develop a close friendship with someone who 
she would never meet in person. That became understandable 
for a lot of college students, given the social distancing during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but Bradford’s friend is one county and two 
generations away. Her name is Anna, she is 86 years old and she 
lives alone in nearby Mercer County. 

“At first she was an assignment, but then she became a really 
good friend of mine and I have loved talking to her ever since,” 
said Bradford, a junior recreational therapy major from Spring 
Lake, North Carolina.

Bradford and Anna were paired together as part of a pilot 
program launched in the fall of 2020 by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Aging in partnership with SRU to help older adults 
who are at risk for social isolation. 

“Because of the pandemic, I’m not as social as I used to be,” 
Anna said. “People tell you that you can’t go here or there and you 
have to wear a mask. The pandemic has scared a lot of people, 
including all my friends. My generation, we are social people; we 
trust people.”

Anna was referred to the PDA/SRU joint program through her 
local senior citizens center, which closed during the pandemic.

“Life has changed for everybody,” Anna said. “Even my 
neighbors, I would see them outside and maybe talk in the yard but 
we mostly just wave to each other. This program has helped me be 
more social.”

Social isolation and loneliness are conditions that have been 
perpetuated by the pandemic. These afflictions have been 
particularly harmful for older adults, many of whom, like Anna, are 
living alone and encounter other factors such as loss of friends and 
family members, chronic illness and physical ailments. 

According to the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering 
and Medicine, a quarter of all people ages 65 and older suffer 
from social isolation, which significantly increases a person’s risk 
of premature death from all causes. 
These risks, which may rival those 
of smoking, obesity and physical 
inactivity, include a 50% increased 
risk of dementia, a 29% increased 
risk of heart disease and a 32% 
increased risk of stroke.

To address this issue, the PDA 
presented the idea for a program 
to representatives of Pennsylvania’s 
State System of Higher Education in 
April 2020 to gauge interest from the 
14 universities in the State System. 
SRU was a perfect match.

“We are pleased to have part- 
nered with SRU to kick off this 
program,” said Robert Torres, 
Pennsylvania Secretary of Aging. 
“The pilot program not only helped us to discover how we can further 
support older Pennsylvanians, but to get feedback from the faculty 
and the students involved on what worked and what did not, and how 
we can improve on it moving forward.”

During the fall 2020 semester, more than 100 SRU students in 
recreational therapy and gerontology classes completed service-
learning projects that included interactions with older adults, either 

Closing 
the Social 
Distance

Eddie, an 80-year-old man who lives alone in Indiana County, talked to an SRU student once 
a week as part of a program piloted by the Pennsylvania Department of Aging.
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via phone or virtually if the older adult had access to 
videoconferencing technology. More than 100 older 
adults were referred for the program through the Butler and 
Mercer County Area Agencies on Aging. The program has 
since expanded to other counties as well, based on the success of 
the pilot program in the fall.

“This has been such a rewarding project because of the 
feedback we’ve received from participants and how much they 
look forward to speaking with the students,” said Stephanie 
Cole, director of special projects for the PDA. “This program 
gives them a sense of purpose. It’s not about them being lonely. 
They are going on a journey with the student through these 
conversations. It’s wonderful to see because it’s making people’s 
lives better.”

“Although for my class we were creating interventions specific 
to that person and we had goals (to reach), I never thought about 
Anna as a client,” Bradford said. “Our relationship was about what 
we can do for each other.”

Anna volunteered for the program because she enjoys interacting 
with young people and one of her two daughters and one of her 
granddaughters are SRU alumni. Although her family lives locally 
and they help with grocery shopping, they couldn’t see her as much 
because of the pandemic and, as Anna said, “they have their own 

lives.” Also, Anna no longer drives because she broke her arm after 
a fall and had to spend six weeks in a nursing home. 

“I’ve enjoyed talking to Katlynn because she’s helped me bring 
back memories of my life that I thought I had forgotten,” Anna said. 
“She has helped me through me, helping her.”

Anna continued to talk to Bradford twice a week, even after 
their 10-week project concluded and Anna was assigned another 
student for the spring semester. They talk about each other’s 

families and their faith as fellow Christians. 
They also play puzzle and word 

games and see each other using 
FaceTime. Anna had used 

the videoconferencing app 
before, but Bradford has 
helped her become 
more comfortable using 
technology.

“The generational 
gap was something that 
I was very concerned 
about but we definitely 
had more things in 

common than I thought 
we would have,” Bradford 

said. “My family and 
roommates ask about her 

and she sort of integrated her 
way into my family and I‘ve just 

loved it.”
In total, more than 200 SRU students 

and 200 older adults participated in the program. Students were 
assigned through two classes in the fall, Recreational Therapy for 
Older Adults class, taught by Betsy Kemeny, associate professor of 
parks, conservation and recreational therapy, and the Aging and 
the Older Person class, taught by Adelle Williams, professor of 
public health and social work, department chair and coordinator of 
the gerontology program.

“It’s a privilege for SRU and our students to be able to 
collaborate with the Department of Aging in an effort to serve our 
community’s at-risk older adults,” Kemeny said. “This is a win-win 
for our students to have an opportunity to learn and for older adults 
to learn and benefit from one-on-one, virtual interactions with our 
students. I am thrilled that this project will support so many people 
who are socially isolated while also allowing our students the 
chance to apply and reflect on what they are learning in the virtual 
classroom about recreational therapy assessment and interventions 
for older adults.”

“This has been such a 
rewarding project because 

of the feedback we’ve received 
from participants and how much 

they look forward to speaking with 
the students. This program gives them 

a sense of purpose. It’s not about them 
being lonely. They are going on a 

journey with the student through these 
conversations. It’s wonderful to see 

because it’s making people’s  
lives better.”– Stephanie Cole, director  

of special projects for the PDA

Megan Hutchman, an SRU senior recreational therapy major, talks on 
the phone with a participant in a program that helps older adults with 
social isolation.
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“SRU is committed to preparing students who have an interest 
in addressing the needs of older adults and providing services for 
this population,” Williams said. “This program enables students to 
better serve the needs of older adults. It also enhances our students’ 
awareness and understanding of the challenges and opportunities 
that older people from varying socioeconomic backgrounds and 
functional abilities experience.”

SRU students in the program typically engage twice a week with 
an older adult who is living at home. The students earned service-
learning hours, gained skills in virtual assessment and implementing 
interventions. They participated in a variety of activities with their 
older adult, including recipe swapping, brain fitness, relaxation, 
games and sharing personal life stories.

Storytelling has been particularly therapeutic for Eddie, an 
80-year-old participant from Indiana County. Eddie lives alone after 
his wife of 44 years passed away four years ago. 

“I really don‘t even have to tell him what kind of intervention we‘re 
doing because he just loves storytelling,” said Amber Singer, a junior 
recreational therapy major from New Castle, who was paired with 
Eddie during the spring 2021 semester through Singer’s Organization 
and Management of Recreational Therapy Practice class.

“I like to talk a lot; that’s why they asked me,” Eddie joked. “My 
doctor asks me how many words can I say in a minute. But I enjoy 
talking to Amber and she gets a kick out of me. I make her laugh.”

“He’s a character,” Singer said. “He loves to talk about his past 
and how he worked as a shoe salesman and how he was scouted 
to play professional baseball before joining the military. But I tried 
doing this cognitive therapy to get him to talk about his future goals 
instead of his past and talk about what he plans to do the next day.”

Singer said this experience has not only helped her as an 
aspiring recreational therapist who would like to work with veterans 
in a VA hospital, but in other ways as well.

“Because we’re doing it by phone, this experience has prepared 
me for working in virtual settings,” said Singer, who previously worked 
as a student with clients in equine-assisted therapy. “I learned how to 
do interventions with clients over the phone, which is really important, 
especially since the pandemic forced people to work remotely.”

The experience also benefited students beyond the recreational 
therapy discipline, such as those involved in gerontology and 
social work.

“I am very grateful I was given this opportunity,” said Maria 
Josselyn, a senior public health major from Irwin. “It was one of 
my favorite projects throughout my entire college career. This year 

has been hard on everyone and it was great to be able to be there 
for someone and for them to be there in return. I will cherish how 
we were able to share life experiences and create an overall inter-
generational relationship.”

“Anna has opened my eyes up to a whole new part of myself that 
I didn‘t realize that I had,” Bradford said. “I didn’t ever see myself 
working with older adults, but I’ve loved building the relationship 
one on one with Anna. I’m a very social person and we definitely 
had more things in common than I thought we would have.”

Katlynn Bradford, an SRU junior recreational therapy major, has developed a close friendship 
with 86-year-old Anna, despite the two never meeting in person.
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Once in a lifetime.
For many people, it’s an expression used to describe those 

opportunities in life that are extremely rare, such as running with the 
bulls in Pamplona, Spain, winning the lottery or maybe even hitting 
a hole-in-one on the golf course.

But for Ruth Smith, that once-in-a-lifetime opportunity meant getting 
together with her brothers and sisters – all 14 of them – for a photo. 

“I was 16 years old and the year was 1946,” said Smith, who 
is the youngest sister of George Boozel, the legendary dining hall 
employee at Slippery Rock University. Boozel spent 50 years, 
1927-77, on the SRU campus as a chef and interim director of food 
services. Boozel Dining Hall was dedicated in his honor in fall 1979. 
Boozel was the first of the siblings to attend college and launched his 
career in the campus kitchen to help pay his school expenses.

“I was the youngest of the group and George was the oldest,” 
Smith said. “We had 25 years between the two of us and that family 
picture was the only time we were ever all together in one place.  

I had six brothers in the service during World War II and they all 
came home around the same time at the war’s end before scattering 
across the country for work and life. Somebody mentioned it’s too 
bad we didn’t have a camera but my one sister knew a photographer 
in Butler and they were happy to come out and capture the occasion.”

And while Smith may not have had much time with all her 
siblings, she did share a special bond – and plenty of time – 
with Boozel, and his wife, Jean, throughout the years. It’s that 
relationship that was the catalyst for Smith to establish the 
George and Jean Boozel Endowed Scholarship. The scholarship, 
which will begin being awarded following Smith’s passing, will 
provide financial assistance to undergraduate students pursuing a 
secondary education degree in French at SRU.

Two recipients will be selected per academic year to receive  
full-tuition scholarships. Recipients will be chosen by the College  
of Education scholarship committee in consultation with the Office 
of Financial Aid.
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Jean Boozel, who served as a secretary at SRU for a number of 
years, was also a teacher at Emily Brittain Elementary in Butler, and 
was instrumental in starting the French program at Brittain. She also 
made several trips to France to study and tour the country.

“I used to spend time helping George and Jean at their farm,” 
Smith said. “I’d do things like mow the lawn and help prepare the 
fields, disking them with a tractor, so that George could plant when 
he got home from working in the (University) kitchen.”

But Boozel wasn‘t the only one in the family who was pulling 
double duty. Smith was busy making her trade as a welder at the 
former Pullman-Standard Steel Car Company in Butler. 

“They had opened their own welding school and you were 
supposed to log 60 hours of training before they’d hire you for 
full-time work,” Smith said. “You were also supposed to be  
21 years old but I started when I was only 19. After my first four 
hours of training, the company foreman walked by and saw my 
work and he must have really liked what he 
saw because he told me to come back in the 
morning if I really wanted the job. I went back in 
the morning and was there for the next 33 years 
until they closed.”

Speaking of double duty, in addition to 
working full-time at Pullman-Standard, Smith also 
spent time taking care of family members who 
had become ill, leaving her no time to attend 
college herself. Her hope is the scholarship 
bearing the names of her brother and sister-in-law 
will provide that opportunity for others.

“George had two hobbies, gardening and 
clock collecting, that he thoroughly enjoyed,” Smith 
said. “He spent many days working in the garden 
behind his house and everyone knew when you 
stopped by George and Jean’s, you would most 
likely leave with a basket of produce. George also 
loved to collect about any type of mechanical clock. In fact, at the 
time of his passing, he had nearly 400 clocks throughout his house.”

During the last few years of Boozel’s life, Smith and her sister, 
Betty, took care of George and Jean on a nearly daily basis until 
George’s death in 1987 and Jean’s in 1990.

“ George and Jean’s many 
years at SRU is what led me 
to create this scholarship. 
Why not give some of my 
estate to ‘pay it forward’ to 
help others try to achieve 
a better life and honor my 
brother and sister-in-law at 
the same time by helping 
students at the University?”–Ruth Smith

Previous page: Ruth Smith, 
far left, with her siblings 
and parents in 1946. Smith’s 
oldest brother, George 
Boozel, sits in the front row, 
second from left. 

Top, clockwise from right: 
Jean and George Boozel, 
circa 1986; Smith on her 
90th birthday with her 
dogs, Lexie and Sophie; 
Boozel with then-University 
President Albert Watrel on 
the occasion of Boozel’s 
retirement from SRU after 
50 years of service.

“George and Jean’s many years at SRU is what led me to create 
this scholarship,” said Smith. “Why not give some of my estate to 
‘pay it forward’ to help others try to achieve a better life and honor 
my brother and sister-in-law at the same time by helping students 
at the University? George and Jean helped me along life’s journey 
and the scholarship is an opportunity for me to do the same for 
others by helping students in a meaningful way with paying for 
college and doing it at the place that George and Jean had loved 
so much.”

To learn more about the George and Jean Boozel Endowed 
Scholarship, visit www.srufoundation.org. Additional 
information about giving opportunities or other scholarships 
at SRU is available by contacting University Advancement at 
724.738.2004.
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As Slippery Rock University 
graduates depart the 
western Pennsylvania 
campus and enter the 
workforce, the education 
they’ve earned can stretch 
from one side of the 
globe to the other. 
And for one SRU 
alumnus, his work is 
taking his acquired 
knowledge even 
further – try 200 million miles into space on the 
surface of an asteroid.

Andrew Ryan, a 2011 SRU graduate with 
a degree in environmental geoscience, is a 
staff scientist at the University of Arizona Lunar 
and Planetary Laboratory who is part of the 
OSIRIS-REx mission, which stands for Origins, 
Spectral Interpretation, Resource Identification, 
Security, Regolith Explorer. Scientists at the 
Arizona lab are working with NASA to 
study and collect a sample from a near-Earth 
asteroid named Bennu, which is nearly on the 
same orbit of the sun as Earth, and in recent 
years it has been between 30 million and 210 
million miles away.

The mission is significant for many reasons. 
OSIRIS-REx is the first NASA mission to 
bring an asteroid sample back to Earth, and, 
because Bennu is a primitive, carbon-rich 
asteroid that has not significantly changed 
since it was formed nearly 4.5 billion years 
ago, the organic molecules on its surface might 
provide answers to the history of our solar 
system and the origins of life on Earth.

“We think that maybe these organic 
molecules could have been the ingredients 
that led to life on Earth,” Ryan said. “Organic 
molecules are the building blocks that carbon-
based life forms are made of, and there‘s 
been long-standing questions of ’Where did 
the organics come from?‘ and ’Did they form 

on Earth?‘ or ’Did they form 
in space and then they were 
brought to Earth by asteroid 
impacts while the Earth  

was forming?‘”
There‘s no threat that 

Bennu hitting the Earth 
could end life as we 

know it, despite the 
mission website 
describing 
Bennu as the 

most “potentially hazardous asteroid” with a 
“relatively high probability of impacting the 
Earth.” In fact, scientists estimate there‘s only a 
1-in-2,700 chance of Bennu impacting Earth, 
and even then not until the late 22nd century. 
And, with a diameter of 500 meters, the 
resulting damage would be only a large crater 
versus an apocalyptic event.

The duration of the OSIRIS-REx mission 
is seven years, from September 2016 when 
a spacecraft about the size of a car was 
launched from an Atlas V 411 rocket in Cape 
Canaveral, Florida, to September 2023, 
when a drop capsule containing the sample 
will land via parachute in Utah. OSIRIS-REx 
reached Bennu, Oct. 20, 2020, performing a 
“touch-and-go” maneuver on the surface for 
six breathtaking seconds to capture at least a 
60-gram sample of rocks, although by visual 
confirmation, the estimate is about 400 grams.

But Ryan wasn‘t high-fiving relieved 
colleagues in a mission control room on Oct. 
20. His role on the OSIRIS-REx mission team 
involved analyzing data, developing computer 
thermal models, learning about the asteroid 
and choosing a sample site.

“The actual sample TAG event was 
really a job for the navigation team, the 
mission planners, TAG engineers and senior 
management,” Ryan said. “So actually, I‘ve been 
watching (it unfold) just like everyone else.”

FROM SLIPPERY ROCK TO A

SRU alumnus among scientists 
studying NASA’s first asteroid sample

Space Rock 
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Well, almost everyone. Ryan was in 
France at the time of the sample collection 
because three days earlier, he married his 
wife, Margaux, who is a nurse in Nice, 
France, where Ryan was a postdoctoral 
researcher from 2018-19.

“It happened around midnight in France, 
and my wife fell asleep; she didn‘t make it,” 
Ryan said with a laugh. “But I stayed up 
and I was watching on my laptop; it was 
really exciting.”

A mission of OSIRIS-REx‘s scale requires 
hundreds of contributors for its duration, 

“It all started when I was at SRU. I found that 
I could take the things that I was learning 

about the Earth, geology, the climate 
– all these things in environmental 

science – and I could take that 
knowledge and use that to 

investigate the surfaces 
of other planets, 

which I thought 
was just so 

cool.”

from building and testing the spacecraft and 
its instruments to modeling and analyzing 
data. Space missions can be run through 
a NASA research center, such as the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, but some, like OSIRIS-
REx, originate from a university professor 
serving as principal investigator with a team 
of scientists and engineers proposing their 
mission as partners with NASA.

Ryan may be one of hundreds of people 
all over the world who played a role with 
the OSIRIS-REx mission, but he‘s one of 
only five staff scientists on the University 
of Arizona team of 42 faculty, scientists, 
graduate students, post-doctoral researchers 
and support staff led by principal 
investigator Dante Lauretta, professor of 
planetary science and cosmochemistry.

Ryan‘s career path to joining the OSIRIS-
REx team began as an SRU undergraduate. 
A native of Pittsburgh‘s North Hills, Ryan 
attended SRU where his father, William, 
was an associate professor of exercise 
and rehabilitative sciences, but Ryan was 
interested in environmental sciences, and 
eventually planetary sciences. He interned 
at two NASA space centers, first at Johnson 

Above, Andy Ryan tests a thermal vacuum environmental 
chamber at the University of Arizona that is used to replicate 
the temperature and low-pressure environment of an 
asteroid surface in space. Below, the launch of OSIRIS-Rex 
spacecraft from Cape Canaveral, Florida, in September 2016 
(Photo credit: United Launch Alliance).
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Space Center in Houston, Texas, after his 
sophomore year and then the following two 
summers at Goddard Space Flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Maryland.

“It all started when I was at SRU,” 
Ryan said. “I found that I could take the 
things that I was learning about the Earth, 
geology, the climate – all these things in 
environmental science – and I could take 
that knowledge and use that to investigate 
the surfaces of other planets, which I 
thought was just so cool.”

After SRU, Ryan attended Arizona State 
University where he earned master‘s and 
doctoral degrees in geological sciences. 
There he worked with Philip Christensen, a 
regents‘ professor of geological sciences 
in the ASU School of Earth and Space 
Exploration, on a laboratory experiment 
to study the thermal properties of the 
materials that researchers expected to find 
on the asteroid surface. The experiment 
was later proposed to Lauretta and the 
OSIRIS-REx team at UA. The proposal was 
accepted and in 2015 Ryan joined the 
mission team as a student collaborator.

ASU scientists and engineers collaborated 
with the OSIRIS-REx team to develop an 
instrument called the OSIRIS-REx Thermal 
Emission Spectrometer, known as OTES, 
which was designed for the OSIRIS-REx 
mission to measure the temperate and 
spectral properties on the surface of Bennu 
using a sophisticated thermometer, called a 
“Michelson interferometer.”

Ryan continued to work closely with the 
mission once the spacecraft was launched 
in 2016, serving 
as an instrument 
operator for the 
spacecraft‘s first lap 
around the sun. After 
graduating from ASU 
in 2017 and two 
years of postdoctoral 
research in France, 
Ryan returned to 
Arizona, only this 
time at UA, again 
working with the 
OSIRIS-REx team, 
first as a post-doc 
working closely with 
the OTES instrument. Now, a staff scientist, 
Ryan is transitioning to a role where he will 
be analyzing the asteroid sample when it 
comes back to Earth in September 2023.

“It is so 
gratifying 

to know that a 
student from ’ The 

Rock‘ is now analyzing 
a space rock. (His faculty) 

knew he would be a great 
ambassador for SRU, whether here 

on Earth or beyond in outer space.”
– Krishna Mukherjee, assistant professor of physics and engineering

“A lot of people might think, ’Oh, that‘s 
really a long time off,‘ but I‘m going to 
need that time to get everything ready,” 
Ryan said. “The analysis will include 
the thermal properties like thermal 
conductivity, heat capacity, diffusivity 
and some of the physical properties, 
such as hardness. I welcome the 
challenge and I think it‘s going to 
be really fun to figure out how we‘re going 
to get some of these measurements done, 
because a lot of the techniques that I‘m 
looking into are usually done with very 
large samples that are not rare, like cement 
or concrete.”

The sample from Bennu will also be 
much different than a meteorite that  

lands on Earth because 
it is coming back in its 
purest form. Based on 
thermal analyses, Ryan 
anticipates the sample 
to be “very weak and 
crumbly,” which, if it 
were to fall to Earth 
without a drop capsule, 
would not survive 
atmospheric entry from 
space.

“When a meteorite 
lands on Earth‘s surface, 
it immediately starts 
chemically reacting with 

the water in the atmosphere and it‘s going 
to be altered,” Ryan said. “It would be hard 
to tell what was actually on it versus what 
came from Earth.”

What came from “The Rock,” however, 
is not in question: Ryan’s education and 
the belief that he could pursue the career 
he loves.

“I was really happy with my time 
at SRU,” Ryan said. “There’s a lot of 
outstanding teachers there and they 
really care about their students and their 
current and future success. The education 
was really strong because you get a lot 
of attention from professors, whereas, if 
I had gone to a bigger research school, 
I might have not always gotten the same 
experience, and personalized attention, 
from professors who are instead focused 
on their research.”

One such professor was Krishna 
Mukherjee, assistant professor of physics 
and engineering, who Ryan said really 
pushed him to pursue his current career 
path.

“It is so gratifying to know that a 
student from ’The Rock‘ is now analyzing 
a space rock,” Mukherjee said. “(His 
faculty) knew he would be a great 
ambassador for SRU, whether here on 
Earth or beyond in outer space.”

The sample collector head begins to close on the OSIRIS-REx 
spacecraft after it captured a sample of the asteroid Bennu,  
Oct. 20, 2020, when it was more than 200 million miles from Earth  
(Photo credit: NASA/Goddard/University of Arizona/Lockheed Martin).

“ We think that maybe these organic 
molecules could have been the 
ingredients that led to life on Earth. 
Organic molecules are the building 
blocks that carbon-based life forms 
are made of, and there‘s been long-
standing questions of ’Where did the 
organics come from?‘ and ’Did they 
form on Earth?‘

– Andrew Ryan ‘11, environmental geoscience
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When the Tampa Bay Buccaneers became the first NFL team to 
win a Super Bowl in its home stadium, Feb. 7, there were Slippery 
Rock University alumni working for the team and savoring the 
victory from different vantage points of the organization.

Tim Jarocki, a 2004 SRU graduate with a master’s degree in sport 
management, is the Buccaneers’ director of team operations, and 
recently completed his 16th season with the team. Allie Lewis, a 
2014 graduate with a bachelor’s degree in sport management, was 
hired six years ago, a few months before her husband, Levi Lewis, a 
2014 SRU graduate with a degree in communications. Allie Lewis is 
a member relations associate, serving season ticket holders, and Levi 
Lewis is a video assistant, filming games for coaches and players.

“It’s a coincidence,” Jarocki said of the trio of SRU alumni 
working for the team. “I didn’t even know there were three of us 

from SRU until one day Allie and Levi came up to me and said, 
‘Hey, you went to Slippery Rock … and so did we.’”

Natives of Colorado who followed each other to SRU, the 
Lewises winding up together in Tampa was more a twist of fate than 
coincidence. Levi Lewis interned with the Buccaneers when he was 
an SRU student, filming summer training camps. The summer after 
they graduated in 2014, the couple married and Allie Lewis was 
hired as an inside ticket sales consultant for the NBA’s Charlotte 
Hornets. Levi Lewis attempted to catch on with the NFL team in 
Charlotte, the Carolina Panthers, but to no avail. Instead, he worked 
with youth sports programs at a YMCA in Charlotte, something he 
did as an SRU student in Butler.

Then, after six months, Allie Lewis received an offer from the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers to become a group sales account executive. 

MAKING IT  

Big with the BucsBig with the Bucs
Three SRU alumni work for the Super Bowl champs
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“It was a bizarre coincidence,” Allie Lewis said, echoing Jarocki‘s 
description of working with SRU alumni. “We moved to Tampa and I 
started working there, and then two or three months later, one of the 
full-time employees in the Video Department left and Levi got a call, 
saying, ‘I know you interned for us; we just had one of our guys leave 
and we’d love to hire you. It worked out for the both of us. It’s a fun 
story and we’re very lucky to be here working together.”

Jarocki, a native of Greensburg, took a more direct path from 
Slippery Rock to Tampa. As an SRU student, he interned with the 
Tampa Sports Authority, the organization that operates Raymond 
James Stadium, where the Bucs play.

“From that, I was able to transition into a secretary role with 
the Buccaneers in 2005 and I’ve just been moving through the 
organization since then,” Jarocki said. 

From top, Tampa Bay Buccaneers employees  
who are SRU alumni: Levi Lewis, ’14; Allie Lewis, ’14;  

and Tim Jarocki, ’04.
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buses so players and staff 
could adhere to physical 
distancing guidelines.

“At the end of the 
season, I had a real 
and even better sense of 
accomplishment with the 
(Super Bowl) victory and 
not just watching it on TV,” 
Jarocki said. “We had 
win, after win, after win 
and they were all exciting. 
Every individual within the 

organization had their own role and we all 
helped each other. It was just so thrilling the 
whole way through and even now a lot of 
us are saying, ‘Wow, I can’t believe we just 
won the Super Bowl.’” 

Allie Lewis also encountered new 
challenges because of the pandemic, as 
the stadium capacity was reduced and 
season ticket holders had the option to 
have their plans refunded or to choose a 
limited number of games to attend during 
the season. She previously worked with 
group tickets sales for military and first 
responders but transitioned to working 
directly with season ticket holders and 
managing accounts in 2020.  

“This was my sixth season and during my 
time we had a season with a 2-14 record 
and we’ve gone through a lot of adversity,” 
Allie Lewis said. “To finally have the team 
achieve this, after all of these years, is just 
very rewarding.” 

The success is not limited to victories  
on the field. Allie Lewis also takes pride  
in the Buccaneers ranking as the NFL’s  
No. 1 organization for customer service 

As it turns out, Jarocki was moving up 
the organizational ladder while moving 
the entire team around the country. As 
the person handling logistics for the team, 
Jarocki coordinates the travel arrangements 
to get everyone and everything to and from 
the stadium, from the equipment truck for 
road games to hotel reservations and flight 
scheduling for team personnel throughout 
the year. There are also many other odds 
and ends, such as distributing credentials, 
as well as arrangements with scouting 
combines, minicamps and other sorts of 
team business.

“Anything that it takes to move the 
team from point A to point B, anywhere 
in between and back to Tampa, that’s the 
job,” Jarocki said. “The travel portion has 
always been really cool, just being able to 
see all the different cities and stadiums. This 
year we played in Green Bay, and did it in 
the snow, which was a first for me.”

The 2020 season was particularly 
challenging with having to account for 
COVID-19 safety protocols that included 
things like doubling the amount of charter 

and experience satisfaction among season 
pass members. The Buccaneers have 
earned that recognition in three of the past 
five seasons that she’s worked for the team.

During Super Bowl Sunday, Allie Lewis 
was a liaison on behalf of the Buccaneers 
and the NFL, assisting the Kansas City 
Chiefs front office personnel with parking 
coordination and escorting team owners to 
their suites. 

Levi Lewis, meanwhile, was perched atop 
the scoreboard filming the game for the 
team from the end zone view. Levi Lewis is 
responsible for capturing and editing video 
of all the Buccaneers’ practices and games, 
providing “cut-ups” to help coaches and 
players with game-planning. This allows 
coaches to be able to call up particular 
plays from certain game situations or 
angles on their computers using the video 
software that Levi Lewis operates. 

“I love it,” Levi Lewis said. “It’s not your 
typical 9-to-5 job, and it can be a grind 
with a lot of crazy hours and schedule 
changes on the fly, but I’m not stuck in a 
cubicle; I get to go outside every day for 
practice and travel with the team.

“We have a few guys who will always 
reach out to us and say, ‘Hey, I want to 
see a cut-up about this,’ or they want to 
see some plays to study for an upcoming 
game plan. We’ll get a lot of really great 
questions and the guys are awesome about 
taking advantage of the work that we do. 
Technology has really given us the ease to 
be able to do stuff like this instantly on a 
laptop or iPad and send it to them remotely.”

Levi Lewis credits his communication 
professors at SRU for preparing him for 

Left, Tim Jarocki poses with the George Halas Trophy and the Vince Lombardi Trophy, which the Bucs  
earned for having won the NFC Championships and the Super Bowl. Above, Jarocki walks the sidelines  
at Raymond James Stadium prior to Super Bowl.
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The Strong Safety 
Buccaneers employees weren’t the 

only SRU alumni working the Super 
Bowl. Austin Fiedler, a 2017 SRU 
graduate with a degree in safety 
management, was also in Tampa 
for Super Bowl LV, just as he was 
for Super Bowl LIII, The Masters, the 
NCAA Men’s Basketball Final Four 
and any signature sporting event that 
CBS Sports covers.

Since 2018, Fiedler has worked 
as an environmental health safety 
coordinator for CBS Sports, making 
sure the company’s on-site employees 
are protected. He oversees everything 
from the fall protection anchors for 
camera operators to monitoring 
the weather conditions, and in the 
past year, administering the safety 
and testing protocols for COVID-19. 
He spent nearly a month in Tampa 
preparing for the NFL’s premier 
event, as CBS Sports had more than 
1,000 employees on site for the game 
working in 20 mobile units, forming a 
remote campus for workers.

“That’s why I got into the safety 
business because I didn‘t want to 
have to sit at a desk and do the 
same thing every day,” Fielder said. 
“With most safety jobs, you’re doing 
something different, in a factory or on 
a construction site. But with this job, 
I get to travel the country and attend 
more than 70 major sporting events 
each year. It’s been a very rewarding 
experience.”

his line of work. Although he came to SRU 
intending to be in front of the camera as 
a broadcast journalist, he still uses his 
acquired skill behind the camera.

“(My instructors) really helped me 
become really detail-oriented,” Levi Lewis 
said. “There’s so much that goes into what 
I do and I have to double- and triple-check 
everything. Particularly for things like packing 
camera cases to go on the road and making 
sure to have all the right equipment, you 
have to pay attention to the finer details.”

Jarocki and Allie Lewis also appreciate 
their experience within SRU’s sport 
management program.

“(My time at SRU) helped me to really 
handle a lot of a lot of work and learn how 
to prioritize,” Jarocki said. “Especially in a 
master’s program with the workload and 
getting things done both on my own and 
with others in a group.”

“I can’t say enough about the things 
that I learned in the Sport Management 
Department,” Allie Lewis said. “I learned 
about what it takes to be successful and 
the demands of the sports industry, and 
you make a lot of the connections through 
the program. It’s a very diverse industry 
with each organization having unique 
departments, and (SRU’s) curriculum 
really broadens your horizons and makes 

you aware of all these different aspects. 
The program really set the foundation for 
my career.”

“On behalf of the University, we 
congratulate Tim, Allie and Levi for being 
part of the 2021 Super Bowl,” said Brian 
Crow, professor of sport management and 
department chair. “We are excited and 
proud to have these alumni representing 
SRU while working for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. While there are dozens of SRU 
sport management alumni working for NFL 
teams, this one was special to be able to 
have alumni be part of a team that won the 
championship in its own stadium.”

Despite the rigors of the travel and 
demands of daily life in the NFL, the real 
culmination of the season wasn’t lost on 
Jarocki after the Super Bowl victory.

“More than anything, I really enjoy the 
team aspect and being part of a group of 
people that all came together to push our 
team in one direction and to actually have 
been able to play a hands-on role in the 
ultimate success of the team,” Jarocki said.

Those people now include fellow SRU 
alumni while their hands will now sport 
Super Bowl rings.

Below, Allie and Levi Lewis celebrate on the field after the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers won the Super Bowl.

Fielder, '17
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Barbershops are more than just places to get a haircut. 
They’re places of public discourse, to discuss the news of the 
day and share humanity. Getting a haircut can be a therapeutic 
and recreational activity. Chuck Sallows has a favorite term for 
the intersection of recreational therapy and barbering.

“I call it ‘hairapy,’” said Sallows, a 1999 Slippery Rock 
University graduate with a degree in recreational therapy. 

After nearly 20 years as a recreational therapist at Penn 
Highlands Hospital in DuBois, Sallows is expanding his 
practice into the community while taking up a second career 
as a barber. Sallows noticed foundational relationships 
between the two professions, such as the importance of two-
way conversations over commercial transactions or hard-and-
fast diagnoses. 

But another connection that he made was more logistical, 
if not mechanical. It was something he’d been sketching on 
the back of booklets he received on his first day at Martin’s 
Barber School in Huntington, where he trained four years ago 
while still working at the hospital.

“I noticed individuals coming into the school that were in 
wheelchairs,” Sallows said. “I couldn‘t give people shaves or 
give them the right service, but I just kept talking to them and 
asking questions. Then I started talking to some of the people at 
the hospital who I’ve worked with for years and what (people 
in wheelchairs) needed for things like dialysis treatments.”

The problem was evident: no one in a wheelchair should be 
uncomfortable or risk injury to get a haircut while transitioning 
to a barber chair. The solution would take creativity and 
Sallow was up to the challenge, developing a device that 
allows a person in a wheelchair to roll onto a hydraulic 
platform, much like those in an auto repair shop. The people 
could then be raised one to two feet off the ground and tilted 
to allow barbers and hairdressers to wash and cut hair from 
different angles. 

After contacting an organization in Pittsburgh that works with 
people in wheelchairs, Sallows was referred to engineers at the 
University of Pittsburgh. Anand Mhatre, assistant professor at 
Pitt’s School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, took on the 
design of the project in January 2020. Mhatre teaches classes 
in both the Bioengineering Department and the Department of 
Rehabilitation Science and Technology.

“I have worked on recreational-style wheelchairs before, but 
typically when these projects happen in academia they never 
get deployed into the marketplace,” Mhatre said. “This is a 
unique opportunity where someone in the user setting came 
to us and asked us to design something. The design process 
started with him, then it came to us, and then it goes back to 
Chuck for him to take it to the user setting or marketplace.”

Students in Mhatre’s Clinical Bioengineering and Medical 
Product Prototyping classes worked on the prototypes for 
the device throughout the 2020-21 academic year. Different 
concepts and at least two prototypes were designed before 

SRU graduate invents  
barbershop chair  

for people with disabilities
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the device was developed and modified in the school’s machine 
shop as it was tested on able-bodied users. 

Sallows has already secured nine U.S. patents for the device and 
more could be on the way once the second prototype is finalized. 
Mhatre said that barbering is just a starting point, as there are 
many needs for such a device elsewhere in the field, from dentist 
chairs and recreational facilities to in-home use.

“Chuck is great to work with,” Mhatre said. “We’re greeted with 
nothing but positivity, and he is always available to connect with 
the students as we work on the prototypes.”

Debbi Hutchins, 
an SRU associate 
professor of parks, 
conservation and 
recreational therapy, 
also has a fondness 
for Sallow’s cordial 
demeanor. 

“I loved having 
Chuck in my classes as he had, and continues to have, a love-
for-life attitude,” Hutchins said. “He brought humor and positivity 
to the classroom. Chuck is a ‘people person’ and connects with 
individuals, showing empathy to those who are less fortunate.”

Sallows also supervised many SRU students who worked as 
interns in the recreational therapy setting, which provided Hutchins 
an opportunity to see him in action.

“I was very impressed by the rapport and respect he had 
among his patients,” Hutchins said. “The students that he mentored 
learned so much from him and stay in touch with him well beyond 
the completion of their internships. Over the years, I would 
periodically get calls from Chuck as he shared a new idea or 
project that he wanted to pursue and they were always items that 
would improve the life of people with disabilities.  
He is always thinking and he has this unique  
motivation for wanting to continue making life  
better for others.”

“The experience I had at SRU was definitely the  
foundation for my career, just based on the relationships I 
developed,” Sallows said. “The professors created a family 
atmosphere and that was something that I was able to take with me.”

Last summer, Sallows moved on from hospital work in a 
clinical setting and opened his first barbershop in DuBois, Baka’s 
Barbershop, a nod to his “Star Wars”-inspired nickname. He has a 
haircut called “The Chongo,” the nickname of his father, Richard, 
who Sallows credits for making sacrifices as a single parent to get 
him through college. 

Despite the change in vocation, Sallows still considers himself 
a recreational therapist. He also serves on multiple boards of 

directors for nonprofits that organize community programming 
and provide recreational opportunities, including the Western 
Pennsylvania Police Athletic League, which owns the facility where 
his barbershop is located. 

“I’m in an environment now where I’m more able to meet people at 
different points in their lives,” Sallows said, comparing the barbershop 
patrons to people with diagnosed drug addictions or dementia.

Sallow is ingrained in the DuBois community, where he lives with 
his wife, Angela, and two children, Logan and Aubrie. 

There’s a space waiting in his shop for the new device once it is 
completed later this year, as well as the potential to commercialize 
it, but for now, Sallows is still living his recreational therapist credo.

“Recreational therapy is offering opportunities for people to 
transition into something new but based on something that they 
love,” Sallows said. 

That’s true in many ways, from switching professions or physical 
activities to adjusting to new positions while getting a little off the top.

“ Recreational therapy is offering 
opportunities for people to transition 
into something new but based on 
something that they love.”

– Chuck Sallows, '99

Engineers at the University of Pittsburgh developed a prototype of a device invented  
by SRU graduate Chuck Sallows that uses a hydraulic platform to make wheelchairs  
accessible for barbershop patrons.
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Have Trumpet,  
        Will Travel 

Retired SRU music professor  
tours nation with Disney’s ‘Aladdin’

Just about everyone on the Slippery Rock University campus between 1989 and 2014 
knew the name and often the sound of Stephen Hawk. A professor of music specializing 
in trumpet, Hawk was the conductor of SRU’s Jazz Ensemble, Concert Band, Brass Band, 
Marching Pride and founding conductor of the Symphonic Wind Ensemble. 

Since retiring, his musical talent has taken him across the U.S. as a lead trumpet player in 
national Broadway touring company productions, most recently Disney’s initial nationwide 

tour of “Aladdin,” the stage adaptation of the popular animated movie.
After enjoying lead trumpet work from the orchestra pit in front of thousands at 

packed theaters across the country, the devastating COVID-19 pandemic brought 
the curtain down on all stage productions – leaving Hawk practicing at home.

Explaining how he connected with “Aladdin,” Hawk said, “I had worked 
with the show’s lead trumpet player, Paul Baron, sporadically for 20 years. 
Paul is a good friend and great player. He has been touring in various 
productions his entire professional career and alerted me to his leaving the 
show. National touring company orchestras do not conduct auditions, but 

instead hire based on player reputation. I had been playing national 
tours in Pittsburgh, Austin and San Antonio for some 25 years, so I 

had an established reputation that allowed me to be quickly hired.”
Hawk joined the tour at the Walt Disney Theater in  

Orlando, Florida. 
“I found it interesting that my first Disney tour would actually 

begin at the company headquarters,” Hawk said. “I was scheduled 
to be with the show for four or five months, but the pandemic hit, so 

I was only on the road about eight weeks. 
“At the time, my wife, Jaine, and I were living in San Antonio, but 

allergy issues for both of us had precipitated a planned move to drier Las 
Vegas. We put our house up for sale before the pandemic. We signed our 
Vegas house purchase agreement, then I got laid off from the Disney tour, 
all in rapid succession.”

With the tour canceled, Hawk still maintains a daily practice schedule 
to stay in shape, hoping tours will return for the 2021-22 season.

“My practice regiment has changed from my days as a part-time 
player, while teaching, to that of a full-time player,” Hawk said. “At 
SRU, playing for and with my students on a daily basis was a huge 
part of my conditioning. However, being on the road requires a very 
different routine. You just don’t go in and play a show. I try to get a 
couple hours practice before every show. It is like an athletic event 
for a musician, getting the muscles loose so you are at your peak 
performance level at showtime.” 
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To practice, Hawk plays from various 
books, scales, usual trumpet patterns and 
from trumpet excerpt books. He also plays 
along with pop and jazz recordings to 
keep in shape for whatever style may 
come his way. A doctoral graduate of 
the University of Texas, Hawk said he’s 
waiting for another opportunity to return to 
Broadway work once venues reopen. 

However, as a Las Vegas resident, he is 
also open to working at one of the famous 
shows in his new home city.

His musical life since retiring from SRU 
has included a professorship at Texas 
State University as part of its jazz studies 
graduate program. He taught graduate 
level jazz studies, directed a big band and 
taught Latin jazz trumpet majors. 

“The position came about quickly just as I 
was preparing to leave SRU,” Hawk said. “I 
was invited to talk with the TSU department 
chair. We met for coffee, he opened his 
briefcase, pulled out a contract and invited 
me to teach there. I really enjoyed it.”

While at TSU, Hawk was offered the 
opportunity to join the national tour of 
“The Body Guard,” the 2012 stage musical 
based on the movie of the same name 
that starred Whitney Houston as a stalked 
celebrity. Hawk jumped at the opportunity 

to join his first national tour. 
“I was on the road for almost a year 

with that show,” Hawk said. “A number of 
SRU students came to see it and to catch 
up. I met former students in Hartford, 
Providence, Kansas City, Saratoga, 
Houston, here in Las Vegas and other 
cities. ’Aladdin‘ hired additional musicians 
in each city. When we played Pittsburgh, 
Joe Herndon (a 2000 SRU graduate and 
trumpet player) was hired. I was proud of 
him. SRU was well represented.”

Hawk next played lead trumpet in the 
national tour of the Cyndi Lauper/Harvey 
Fierstein musical, “Kinky Boots.”

When not practicing, or in the orchestra 
pit, Hawk enjoyed touring many of the best 
U.S. cities and meeting other musicians.

“I was fortunate on my first tour to have 
met woodwinds musician Erika Friedman, 
who has been like a daughter,” Hawk 
said. “Despite her youth, she had been on 
the road for five years, playing in Europe 
and Japan and across the U.S. I was 
super excited to be on the road, but I had 
never done it. She showed me the ropes. 
When we arrived in a city like Seattle, she 
would say, ‘Wednesday we will go to the 
Space Needle, then to the Chihuly Garden 
and Glass art galleries, then the original 

Starbucks.’ She would have a whole 
itinerary planned with museums, restaurants 
and specific things to do in every city, 
coast-to-coast.

“Later, when I joined ‘Aladdin,’ I did not 
know many of the musicians. I had a car, so 
I could hit the hot spots, like eating ribs in 
Memphis, enjoying the BMW Driving School 
in Greenville, South Carolina, and lots of 
sightseeing as a typical tourist because Erika 
had shown me how cool it was. I also got to 
see a lot of historic theaters.”

While at SRU, Hawk had also served as 
principal trumpeter with the Pittsburgh Civic 
Light Opera Orchestra, beginning in 1993, 
and with the annual Broadway Series 
Orchestra at the Benedum Center and 
Heinz Hall, where he met national touring 
conductors. He also played trumpet with 
the Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra at Pittsburgh’s 
August Wilson Center and extensively with 
Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons. 

Hawk was a guest soloist at the 
inaugural International Trumpet 
Guild Festival hosted at the Moscow 
Conservatory of Music in 1995. 

“During my SRU tenure, the challenge was 
balancing my full-time teaching schedule 
with my rigorous performance schedule 
– and my family time,” he said. “My late 
wife, Mechelle, was very supportive of my 
playing career. I certainly could not have 
done the things as a performer without her 
support and hard work for our family.”

His trumpet work can be heard on more 
than 75 recordings, including current honors 
in the No. 5 spot of the DownBeat Poll, the 
nation’s most prestigious musical survey, as 
part of Jeff Benedict Big Band’s recording 
“Weather is Here, Wish You were Beautiful.”

Above, the cast and crew of Disney’s “Aladdin” gather onstage 
as they prepared for the next leg of their national tour –  
pre-COVID. At left, the show’s pit orchestra, including Stephen 
Hawk, retired SRU music professor, third from left, assemble 
before a performance.
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Jason Kush, associate professor of music 
and current director of the 18-member Jazz 
Ensemble, reflected on Hawk’s influence.

“It is abundantly clear, Dr. Hawk had 
a huge impact, not only in our jazz area, 
but all areas of the department,” Kush 
said. “Early in his career, he created the 
Wind Ensemble, an elite group playing 
an advanced level of musical literature. 
Later, when he took over leadership of the 
Jazz Ensemble, and his presence, as a 
world-class trumpeter and jazz educator, 
certainly made that area more robust.

“While teaching and  
conducting, he brought in  
emerging music technology  
in the computer music lab,  

making SRU one of the region’s more 
progressive schools. His ability to address 
the pedagogical needs of his students, 
especially those who were not yet well-
versed in jazz styles, was outstanding. 
He clearly communicated how to play  
the style. He inspired students to sound 
like professionals.”

Kush said he and his students still follow 
the tradition Hawk started by showcasing 
the recently recorded “Message from 
Mobley” on YouTube. 

 “Steve is truly a jack of all trades and 
master of all,” Kush said.

Stephen Hawk, left, retired SRU professor of music, met up with Garrett Faccone, a 2011 SRU music education and music 
performance graduate, at the National Association of Music Merchandisers Show in Los Angeles. Faccone now works for  
J. Landress Brass in New York City. 

Many from SRU have also caught 
Hawk’s musical abilities watching the often 
replayed, and very popular, PBS television 
productions “Magic Moments, 50’s Pop,” 
recorded in Atlantic City, and “60’s Rock,” 
recorded in Pittsburgh. 

In addition to becoming a two-time 
Grammy Award-winning trumpeter, and a 
four-time nominee, Hawk has produced two 
recordings of his own work, including “The 
Hawk is Out,” which earned the Big Band 
Recording of the Year honor from Cadence 
Magazine in New York City. 

He has played in backup orchestras for 
a multitude of celebrity singers: jazz artist 
Nancy Wilson, including her performance 
on “Oprah,” as well as Ray Charles, Natalie 
Cole, Aretha Franklin, Dizzy Gillespie, 
Cab Calloway, Diane Schuur, Roy Clark, 
Bob Hope, Jerry Lewis, Dinah Shore, Red 
Skelton, The Four Tops, The Spinners, The 
Temptations, Hugh Jackman, Barry Manilow 
and many others.

Among his major achievements at SRU 
was his 15-year leadership of the University’s 
jazz program, including directing the Jazz 
Ensemble, which produced six albums and 
included international tours to the highly 
regarded North Sea Jazz Festival in the 
Netherlands and Switzerland’s legendary 
Montreux Jazz Festival. Performances in 
Italy and France were part of the ensemble’s 
European tour. 

In addition to serving three years as 
department chair, Hawk was founder and 
director of the SRU Summer Jazz Academy.
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When Kathi Elliott describes her late mother, Gwen, only one word 
was necessary: selfless.

It’s no wonder that Elliott chose that word when one considers 
what her mother, a former Pittsburgh police officer, did prior to her 
death due to cancer in 2007.

From the beginning, it seemed that Gwen Elliott was destined 
to be a champion for young girls and women alike. She began 
to break glass ceilings as early as 1964 when she entered the 
male-dominated military as a member of the U.S. Air Force. 
She would follow that up with a 26-year career in the Pittsburgh 
Police Department that began in 1976 as she became one of the 
department’s first African American female police officers. She 
would eventually become the first woman promoted to sergeant by 
the department before her ascent to commander.

“Throughout her life, her career and especially her time on the 
police force, she did a lot of work in the community, never moving 
away from her passion, which was helping people in need,” said 
Kathi Elliott.

“Whether it was working with women’s shelters, victim services 
or whatever, she wanted to be there for those women and girls who 
needed a helping hand. As an officer, she came across a lot of 
families that had adolescent girls who were runaways or victims of 
conflict at home. It troubled her greatly that at that time there wasn’t 
programming to support those girls or their families through the 
issues they were facing.

“As an officer, she witnessed the struggles of young women and 
girls who came to the attention of law enforcement, and she was 
determined to do something that would help (them) have a better 
quality of life – not just for themselves, but for their children and 
future generations to come.” 

Being the trailblazer that she already was, upon her retirement 
from the PPD, Gwen Elliott did what anyone who knew her would 
expect her to have done. She started her own agency, Gwen’s 

SELFLESSNESS
BADGE OF 
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Girls, to provide programming and assistance for those she felt were 
being overlooked.

Launched in 2002 with funding from the Allegheny County Office 
of Children, Youth and Families, Gwen’s Girls has evolved into a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit agency with a mission to “to empower girls and 
young women to have productive lives through holistic, gender-
specific programs, education and experiences.”

“Gwen’s Girls is about having the girls we provide services 
to become self-sufficient adults, equipped with the capacity to 
continuously evolve emotionally, physically and spiritually,” said Kathi 
Elliott. “We’re all about building strong family units, developing a 
strong support system and contributing to community life.”

Kathi Elliott, a psychiatric nurse by trade who took over as the 
agency’s CEO following her mother’s death, said the organization 
responds to what it sees as the key issues and struggles that “their 
girls” and their families face: poverty, racism and violence. And as 
overwhelming as those societal factors may seem, the agency has 
been able to work with its clients – between 350-400 annually – to 
help see themselves within the context of their communities, realize 
their individual strengths and potential make the choice to become 

self-sufficient and contributing community members.
The agency does this through a number of school- and community-

based services including after-school programs, STEM initiatives, 
career exploration and workforce readiness, clinical services and 
academic support initiatives.

“The needs of our girls and families have always dictated the 
services that we’ve offered,” Kathi Elliott said. “Our society continues 
to be fraught with social barriers of race, class and gender. It is our 
goal to not only stem that tide by celebrating the uniqueness of the 
female spirit, but by advocating for positive changes for girls, their 
families and the communities they live in.

“The diversity of cultures, perspectives and experiences of those 
we work with help them to realize that those differences define the 
richness and vitality of life, while we understand that the educational 
opportunities and enrichment experiences we provide will lead to 
economic self-sufficiency, quality of life and general well-being.”

It’s that advocation for positive change that has led Kathi Elliott to 
launch the Commander Gwen J. Elliot Scholarship. The scholarship 
was established by the Elliott family with assistance from faculty and 
staff of Slippery Rock University’s departments of Social Work and 
Criminology and Criminal Justice. The scholarship, awarded at $1,000 
per year, supports an African American student who is majoring in 
criminology and criminal justice, with preference given to females..

“(Mom) had close friends that were associated with the University 
and within those departments so it made sense that if we were to do 
something to honor her memory, SRU would make the most sense,” 
said Kathi Elliott. “Ultimately, the goal of the agency is to help our 
girls build stable and productive lives. We all know that educational 
opportunities and experiences will lead to economic self-sufficiency, 
an improved quality of life and general well-being. If our scholarship 
can assist a student in accomplishing those same things, why wouldn’t 
we do it? I’m sure that’s exactly what my mom would be asking.”

To learn more about Gwen’s Girls, visit www.gwensgirls.org  
For more information about the Commander Gwen J. Elliott 
Scholarship, visit www.srufoundation.org. Additional 
information about giving opportunities or other scholarships at SRU is 
available by contacting University Advancement at 724.738.2004.

Previous page: Gwen Elliott, pictured outside her patrol car in 1976, spent 26 years as a member of 
the Pittsburgh Police Department. Copyright ©, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 2021, all rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission. Top right: Kathi Elliott, left, with her late mother, Gwen Elliott.

“As an officer, she witnessed 
the struggles of young women 

and girls who came to the 
attention of law enforcement, 

and she was determined to 
do something that would help 

(them) have a better quality of 
life – not just for themselves, 

but for their children and 
future generations to come.”

– Kathi Elliott
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Bill McKay, ’87, was hired as 
superintendent of Governor Mifflin School 
District in Shillington. McKay, who has 
been serving as assistant superintendent 
at GMSD since 2016, has more than 30 
years of experience in public education, 
serving as an elementary school 
teacher, building principal and assistant 
superintendent. GMSD consists of six 
schools in Berks County, serving more 
than 4,000 students in grades K-12. 
Gordon and Kristianne Ovenshine, 
’88, welcomed a second granddaughter, 
Eve Marianne Kurlak, born March 4. She is 
the daughter of Emily and John Kurlak and 
sister to Thea, 2. ● 1

1990s
Molly (Bradley) Bradberry, ’99, 
was elected clerk of district court in Park 
County, Montana.
Harry Brake, ’98, organized students, 
teachers and volunteers to plant nearly 
30 trees across Woodbridge School 
District. Brake, a library media specialist 
at Woodbridge High School, also started a 
computer donation program that provides 
refurbished machines to students in need.
Brent Holt, ’98, ’99, a middle school 
principal at Fort LeBoeuf in Waterford, 
met First Lady Jill Biden March 3 during 
her visit to his school. Fort LeBoeuf was 
identified as a model school district for the 
way that it handled the pandemic.  1 ● 2
Deborah Hummer, ’93, received the 
Distinguished Educator in Gerontological 
Nursing Award from the National 
Hartford Center of Gerontological Nursing 
Excellence. The award recognizes the 
leadership of nurse educators working 
with students, faculty, providers and older 
adults in diverse settings. Hummer is an 
assistant professor at the University of 
North Carolina at Pembroke. 
Robi Lombardo, ’95, was appointed 
to the board of trustees at Butler County 
Community College. Lombardo joins 
other board members in serving as a 
policymaker for BC3, providing direction 
and guidance to the college’s president 
and administration. 
Michael Maina, ’91, ’93, was 
selected as the new executive director 
to the Virginia Association for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. 
VAHPERD is a charitable and educational 
association that promotes quality 
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1970s
Greg Laird, ’76, retired as an IT 
project supervisor after 32 years at 
Thermo Fisher Scientific. Laird previously 
held similar IT positions at Armour 
Foods and Sargent Electric. Laird gives a 
shoutout to all his fellow Rock classmates 
and friends, especially fellow members of 
the Pinball Wizards.  
Greg Ortman, ’79, published his book, 
“Golfology,” presenting a revolutionary 
concept to learning golf by replacing 
“common sense” misconceptions with 
intuitive “golf sense” concepts. Ortman 
has served the golf industry as a player, 
educator and coach for nearly four decades. 
He continues to teach his innovative 5-H 
Golf Learning Method and Holistic Golfology 
in Maryland. Ortman and his wife, Melanie, 
reside in Ridgeley, West Virginia.

1980s
Brian Berns, ’81, retired after 40 
years of teaching health and physical 
education at Caesar Rodney High School 
in Camden, Delaware. Berns coached 
varsity football, wrestling and girls’ 
track and field, winning several state 
championships and coach of the year 
awards. He was awarded Delaware’s 
2020-21 Assistant Varsity Football Coach 
of the Year Award. He hopes all his 1981 
Slippery Rock State College classmates 
are safe and well.
Shawn Blake, ’86, was named 
the chief information officer at North 
American Dental Group, a leading U.S. 
dental support organization based in 
Pittsburgh. Blake leads all information 
technology and information security 
efforts for the company and its more than 
240 supported dental practices. Blake 
also oversees the company’s business 
intelligence team which provides data 
analysis tools and insights to enable 
informed business decisions. 
Shelly Collins, ’87, was selected as 
the All-Greater Rochester (N.Y.) Coach of 
the Decade for softball by the Democrat 
and Chronicle. Collins led her team to its 
first ever New York State title in 2018.
Diane (Cepull) Garcia, ’83, retired 
after more than 35 years as a National 
Park Service ranger. At her final duty 
station, she served as chief of visitor 
services at Hagerman Fossil Beds in Idaho. 
Garcia resides in Arizona.

programs and facilitates professional 
growth of its members through best 
educational practices. 
John Petrocelli, ’99, a professor of 
psychology at Wake Forest University, will 
have his new book, “The Life-Changing 
Science of Detecting Bull----,” published in 
late July. 1  ● 3
William Prystauk, ’94, author of 
an award-winning crime novel series, 
saw his latest works, “Punishment” and 
“Debauchery,” tie for the Best Novel award 
at the L.A. Neo-Noir Novel, Script and 
Film Festival. The series involves a young 
pansexual private investigator stopping 
crimes and exploitation in New York City‘s 
LGBT and BDSM communities. The series 
is available on Kindle, and in paperback, 
at Amazon. 
Sean Rucker, ’93, ’95, was selected 
as the All-Greater Rochester (N.Y.) 
Coach of the Decade for baseball by the 
Democrat and Chronicle. Rucker has won 
three New York State baseball titles in 
2004, 2011 and 2014.
Lt. Col. David Thompson II, ’94, 
recently retired after 31 years in the U.S. 
Air Force. At the time of his retirement, he 
was serving as director of a medical wing 
at the Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 
which prepares medics for deployment “in 
support of global medical responsiveness.” 
He was also the group administrator of the 
59th Medical Support Group within the 
Wilford Hall Ambulatory Surgical Center. 
Ganpat Wagh, ’91, was recently hired 
as vice president of cyber operations at 
Cornerstone Defense LLC. Headquartered 
in Hanover, Maryland, Cornerstone 
Defense provides technical services to the 
intelligence and defense communities of 
the U.S. Government. 

2000s
Rebecca Cozad, ’03, was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army in May 
2020. Cozad leads a 13-person military 
and civilian team as the assistant chief 
of staff, human resources officer, for the 
20th Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear, Explosives Command at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Maryland. Cozad’s human 
resource responsibilities support a one-of-
a-kind command with 3,500 soldiers and 
civilians located across 19 installations in 
16 states. ● 4
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In Memory
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Weddings
Kellyn Hoffman, ’07, and Brian 
Stascavage were married Oct. 31, 2020, 
in Washington, D.C. The couple resides in 
Fairfax, Virginia. ●7
Jeannene Jones, ’13, ’16, and 
Michael Rupert, ’18, were married 
May 30, 2020, in Battle Creek, Michigan.  
● 8

Zach Petrusch, ’15, and Mary 
Price, ’16, were married July 11, 2020, 
in Pittsburgh. The couple resides in Ross 
Township. ● 9
Phillip Raymond, ’13, and Shannon 
Powell were married May 18, 2019, in 
Pittsburgh. ●  10

Andrew Satovich, ’17, and Meghan 
Frew, ’18, ’20, were married Oct. 10, 

2020, in Lower Burrell. The couple resides 
in Monroeville. ●11

Births
Marcie Fyock, ’99, and her husband, 
Joel Martin, welcomed their daughter, 
Palmer Rian, born Nov. 5, 2020. ●12

Nicholas McCowin, ’12, and 
Emily (Schneider) McCowin, ’14, 
welcomed their son, Grayson, born Nov. 
27, 2020. ●13

Zach Thomas, ’95, and his wife, 
Michelle, welcomed their first daughter, 
Meridee, born June 6, 2020. She 
is granddaughter to Carol, ’72, 
’90, and Dan Zacherl, ’73, and 
Claude Thomas, ’74. She is great 
granddaughter to Benson Thomas, 
’51.  ●14

Bethany (Hardy) Dressler, ’09, 
was promoted to account manager at 
HUB International’s office in Erie. HUB 
International is the fifth largest insurance 
brokerage in the world. ● 5
Adam Moss, ’05, was hired as a 
national marketing manager for Bank of 
America Business Capital. Moss oversees a 
team of business development officers who 
provide asset-based solutions and banking 
products to large and middle market 
companies, intermediates and financial 
sponsors across the U.S. and Europe. 
Jeffrey, ’00, and Leanne (Buehler) 
Nelson, ’01, send well wishes to all 
their former classmates. The couple, 
who were married in 2002 and reside in 
Powell, Ohio, are pictured with sons, Evan, 
Carter, Braxton and daughter, Lillian. ●6

2010s
Grace Bicehouse, ’19, was featured 
on a first-time home buyer report on KDKA 
news. Bicehouse works in social media at 
Concordia Lutheran Ministries.
Darren Kuhn, ’17, graduated from 
Logan University’s College of Chiropractic 
in Chesterfield, Missouri, Dec. 19, 2020. 
Kuhn has accepted a full-time position as a 
board-certified chiropractor. 
Malic Ma’at, ’15, was named to 
the inaugural Arts Leadership Fellow at 
Pittsburgh Public Theater. PPT launched its 
new Arts Leadership Fellowship to open 
opportunities for observation, transparency 
and mutual learning for potential arts leaders 
who may not see a traditional path into the 
field of nonprofit, regional theater. PPT is 
located in the O‘Reilly Theater in the heart of 
Pittsburgh’s Downtown Cultural District. 
Phillip Raymond, ’13, joined the 
Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General in 
Pittsburgh as a deputy attorney general in 
the Civil Law Division.
Sara Reed, ’15, CPA, was promoted 
to manager at Maher Duessel in Butler. 

Reed began her public accounting career in 
2014 as an intern with the firm. 
Lisa Sobolak, ’19, wrote an article that 
was published in Literacy Today. Her article, 
titled “A Shift in Learning,” was based on 
an assignment conducted when she was an 
SRU student. The article applies Sobolak‘s 
research about meeting the needs of 
learners through individualized activities and 
inclusive groupings. Sobolak is a K-8 reading 
specialist for the Souderton Charter School 
Collaborative. 
Chisom Ugwuoke, ’14, was hired 
by Mohawk Valley Health System as its 
director for the Service Response Center 
and patient transport. The SRC responds 
to issues related to housekeeping, patient 
equipment, general maintenance and 
patient transport.
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Sharon Kennedy-Clifton, ‘69
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James Foster Jr., ‘71
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Arlene Widenhofer, Staff
Charles Zuzak, Retired Faculty
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Trust is important in the sport of goalball. Athletes are literally 
blindfolded to provide an equal playing field for competitors 
who have varying types of visual impairments. As one of the top 
goalball players in the country describes trust, “you have to be 
where you say you are going to be.”

For Calahan Young, co-captain of the U.S. men’s 
national goalball team, he’s been training intensely 
the last few years to be where he said he wanted to 
be ever since he was 12 years old. 

That place is the Paralympic Games. 
And while he made the U.S. national team in 

2018, his first opportunity to reach the pinnacle 
of his sport, the 2020 Paralympic Games in 
Tokyo, Japan, was postponed to August 2021 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. But 
throughout the long delay, he’s continued to 
trust his training, his teammates, the Paralympic 
organizers and, really, the world’s ability to 
overcome a global health crisis.

“We never thought (the Paralympics) would 
be canceled, so when that happened it was a 
bombshell,” said Young, a 2017 Slippery Rock 
University graduate with a degree in recreational 
therapy. “We tailored the entire year prior to the games 
for training, so it was really deflating and hard to stay 
motivated when it suddenly felt so far away. But once we 
got into 2021, it was reinvigorating when we learned that the 
games were actually going to happen.”

Young, 26, has been anticipating his opportunity to play in the 
Paralympic Games since he first discovered the sport of goalball in 

2007. Growing up in Irwin, Young played traditional sports such 
as basketball and football, but he couldn’t compete at a high level 
because he developed a genetic retina condition called retinitis 
pigmentosa, or “RP” for short, that has gradually diminished his 

vision since childhood. 
After learning about goalball during an adaptive 
sports demonstration for people with disabilities, 

Young enrolled in a youth camp at SRU through an 
organization that’s now called ENVISION Blind 
Sports. The director of the organization is Wendy 
Fagan, SRU instructor of physical and health 
education. 

Goalball is played with a 3-pound, slightly 
deflated ball, about the size of a basketball. The 
center of the ball contains bells (think sleigh bells), 
so that blindfolded competitors can detect it on 
a 9-by-18-meter court. There are three players on 
the court for each team and the object is to roll 
the ball from your side through your opponent’s 
9-meter side, which is the “goal,” to score points.  

“People are rolling the ball as hard as they can, 
so it’s going 30 to 50 miles per hour,” Young 
said. “The defenders are using their bodies to 

dive and block the ball. It’s a cool sport that most people 
have never heard of because, but it’s hard to explain what 

it is. It’s basically handball for the blind, but most people in 
the U.S. don’t know what handball is.”

In high school, Young played for club teams that practiced at 
SRU, traveling to campus at least once a week. He later enrolled 
at the University, but that was after his club team won two youth 

SRU alum waits to lead U.S. national 
goalball team at postponed 

Paralympic Games

Moving the 

Goal
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national championships and he was invited to train with the U.S. 
national team in Lake Placid, New York.

Young, who minored in adapted physical activity at SRU, is a 
former president of the Goalball Club Team at SRU, which features 
students with and without visual impairments. As all participants 
wear goggles that completely black out players’ vision, the playing 
field is level regardless of a person’s everyday vision.  

Because of his RP, Young’s vision has diminished so much over the 
years that he can no longer play certain sports that he could as a 
child or teenager. He now has no peripheral vision and compares 
his condition to looking through the cardboard centers of two rolls 
of paper towels.

“Your peripheral vision is what pulls in light so I’m night blind and 
my eyes don’t have the ability to take in the extra lights to see what’s 
around me, so whenever it’s dark out I can’t see at all,” Young said. 
“I’m also colorblind and I have astigmatism because my eyes shake 
when they are always trying to see what’s around me to try to pull in 
more information. I joke with people and say it’s a cluster and I have 
a little bit of everything going on with (my eyes).” 

Young uses a cane to walk around and he doesn’t drive a car. He 
said people with RP usually don‘t end up losing all of their vision, 
but the condition will continue to constrict his peripheral sight.

His gradual loss of peripheral vision has inversely correlated with 
his increased success on the goalball court. In 2018, made the U.S. 
national team and traveled all over the world for competitions in 
places that included Lithuania, Sweden, Peru and Brazil. 

SRU alumnus Calahan Young (above, No. 6; middle, fourth from left) is a co-captain of the  
U.S. men’s national goalball team, which qualified for this year’s Paralympic Games in Tokyo 
after placing second at the 2019 Parapan American Games in Lima, Peru (below).
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“Once (goalball players) get in their 20s, they start to really 
hone their skills,” Young said. “Through the major competitions that 
we go to, we are able to break down what we did and what we 

need to do to get better, both as 
individuals and as a team, and 
what we can bring to the table.”

At 6-feet, 5-inches tall, 
Young’s body covers two of the 
court’s nine meters in width, 
but, as in basketball, achieving 
success requires more than just 
being tall. 

“It’s like when LeBron James, 
Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh 
played together (for the NBA’s 
Miami Heat),” Young said. “They 
needed time to mesh and build 
rapport. You have to gain that 
confidence and trust with your 
teammates.”

Young and the U.S. team 
placed eighth at the 2018 world 
championships and second at 

the 2019 Parapan American Games, where Young scored 15 of the 
team’s 62 goals. That tournament in Peru qualified the U.S. for the 
Paralympic Games in Tokyo.

Young lives in Fort Wayne, Indiana, where he volunteers as 
part of a residency program at Turnstone, an organization and 
facility that provides rehabilitative, educational, wellness and 
other recreational programs for people with physical disabilities. 
Turnstone is also where multiple U.S. Paralympic national teams 
train, including the goalball team. Young, who trains or practices 
almost every day, is also a full-time graduate student. He plans 
to complete an online degree in health care administration from 
George Mason University in June 2021.

His goal, other than winning gold at the Paralympics, is to be 
an administrator or consultant with a health care organization. He 

“  SRU gave me so many 
different opportunities 
and I was able to utilize so 
many different resources. 
I was able to grow and 
learn and I still have 
all the skills that I took 
from those experiences 
and kept my edge (as a 
goalball player) while I 
was in school. A lot of 
people don’t have the 
opportunity or a place 
where they can train. ”                            – Calahan Young, ’17 

credits his experience at SRU for putting him in the position he’s in 
now, on and off the court.

“SRU gave me so many different opportunities and I was able 
to utilize so many different resources,” Young said. “I was able to 
grow and learn and I still have all the skills that I took from those 
experiences and kept my edge (as a goalball player) while I was in 
school. A lot of people don’t have the opportunity or a place where 
they can train.”

Young is also grateful to be able to train again with his U.S. 
national team, which consists of a pool of nine players, including 
six that will go to Tokyo. With the Paralympics delayed a year, 
his training and practice only intensified as he and his teammates 
waited for normal life to resume. 

Although Turnstone was closed for training for the first four 
months of the pandemic, four of the team members resumed 
workouts at physical distances last summer. It wasn’t until March 
2021, after a full year of the pandemic and some players 
who live outside of Fort Wayne were vaccinated, that all nine 
players practiced together. No international competitions have 
taken place since March 2020, but there were some domestic 
tournaments this spring.

Young said the pandemic gave the players an extra year to 
adapt to a new coach, Keith Young (no relation), who took over the 
team in late 2019.

“It was hard because we went awhile without interacting in 
person,” Calahan Young said. “But in other ways, it was good 
because it gave us an extra year to become a cohesive group. If 
you have one weak link, that will make the whole thing fall apart, 
so I think we got stronger as a unit because of this.”

While Young was talking about his goalball team, the same can 
be said about the fragility of the wider world, and the wide world 
of sports, all of which fell apart but is coming back together before 
our very eyes.

Calahan Young, a 2017 SRU graduate, said that because goalball competitors are 
blindfolded, they must develop intense trust and communication with their teammates 
during months of training.
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Experience the Difference
MASTER’S DEGREES*:

DOCTORAL DEGREES:
•  Educational Leadership  

and Administration (online)
•  Occupational Therapy (onsite)

• Accountancy (blended)
•  Adapted Physical Activity 

(on-campus)
•  Athletic Training 

(on-campus)
•  Counseling and Student 

Affairs (on-campus)
•  Criminal Justice (online)
• Data Analytics (online)
•  Elementary Education 

(online)
• English (online)

•  Environmental Education 
(online)

• Health Informatics (online)
•  Health Information  

Management (online/onsite)
•  History (online)
•  Hospitality and Tourism 

Management (online)
•  MBA (blended/online)
• Music Therapy (blended)
•  Parks and Resource  

Management (online)

CONNECT WITH US
CALL: 724.738.2051
EMAIL: graduate.admissions@sru.edu 
EXPLORE: www.SRU.edu
www.sru.edu/graduate 
SRU’s Virtual Tour

•  Physician Assistant Studies 
(on-campus) 

•  Public Health (online)
•  School Nursing (online)
•  Secondary Education 

(blended/online)
• Social Work (blended)
•  Special Education (online)
•  Teaching Online (online)
• TESOL (blended)

•  Physical Therapy (onsite)
•  Special Education (online)
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I am
the

Christine Gorham, ’88, bachelor’s  
in finance
DAY JOB: As director of development for Caddis 
Healthcare Real Estate, I oversee executive project 
strategy and opportunity sourcing efforts for 
development, acquisitions and management platforms. 
My primary focus is on growing Caddis’ partnerships 
and the company’s nationwide portfolio.

BACKGROUND: In addition to my 20-plus years 
focused on real estate, I have an extensive 
background of medical operations experience and 
have had financial and strategic responsibilities 
with various health care providers. Prior to joining 
Caddis, I was CEO and partner with Eastwood 
Real Estate Services, national director of asset 
management for SRS Investments, and I spent a 
decade at Northside Hospital System in Atlanta. 
My experience in both fields has allowed me to 
successfully navigate the complex intersectionality  
of patient care and real estate. 

INFLUENCE OF SRU: SRU provided me with opportunities 
to safely explore many new adventures and grow in 
thought and life experiences before adulthood. I felt 
supported by my classmates and professors and was 
involved in extracurricular activities that expanded both  
my people and professional skills. My parents have often  
spoke of me and my career truly being the best return on their  
SRU investment and I can’t disagree. Whether it was in the 
classroom, intramural sports or helping to found the Alpha Xi Delta 
Sorority at SRU, it was a great ride and continues to be long after 
my graduation.

rock


