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TO GET HERE, TOGETHER 
Approximately 1,400 Slippery Rock University first-
year students, most wearing shirt colors based on their 
residence halls, assembled at Mihalik-Thompson Stadium 
for New Student Convocation, Aug. 20. This marked the 
first gathering of its kind since the start of the pandemic 
and a welcome sight for the University’s return to fully 
in-person classes and activities.
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rock quarry

When Ivory Dunlap set foot on Slippery 
Rock University’s campus shortly after 
being hired as SRU’s new director of the 
Office for Inclusive Excellence, she was 
already thinking about walking around 
campus in someone else’s shoes – those 
of the students. A native of Butler and an 
SRU graduate, Dunlap is well-suited to 
relate to students in her work that focuses 
on diversity, equity and inclusion from a 
student affairs perspective.

“I’ve been in their shoes,” said Dunlap 
who attended SRU as an undergraduate 
from 1991-94 and later earned her 
master’s degree in student affairs in 
higher education in 2013. “I understand 
that there is a smaller population of 
underrepresented students and a majority 
of the students are white. Being biracial 
myself and coming from a family that is 
from Butler County, I want to be able to 
help students who maybe aren’t from here 
and help them know where to go and 
what to do when they need to feel  
at home.

“And it’s not just about students of color. 
When I think of diversity, I think of all 
aspects, from students who are differently 
abled to students of lower socioeconomic 
status. I've worked with diversity efforts 
for many years in many different aspects 
during my career, and the events (in our 
country) the last year brought everything 
to the forefront and that’s why this (role at 
SRU) is an opportunity that immediately 
spoke to me.”

Dunlap worked the previous 14 years 
at Butler County Community College in 
a variety of positions, most recently as 
an associate professor and an academic 
counselor and retention specialist in 
BC3’s Academic Center for Enrichment 

in the Student Success Center. She was 
the first Black tenured professor at BC3, 
where she taught college success skills 
and human diversity, and was a course 
coordinator.

Her background also includes 
experiences working with victims of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. 
After completing her associate degree 
from BC3 in 1996 and while earning 
her bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education from La Roche College in 2005, 
Dunlap worked as a systems advocate for 
the Victim Outreach Intervention Center in 
Butler for five years. 

Dunlap took over leadership of the  
OIE at SRU July 12. The OIE establishes 
an understanding of diversity to welcome 
people of all abilities, ages, ethnicities, 
genders, nationalities, races, religions, 
spiritual traditions, socioeconomic classes 
and sexual orientations. It is made up of 
four concentrations: 
1.  Student transitions, which includes 

programming such as Jumpstart; 
2.  Mentoring; 
3.  Advocacy, which includes campus-

wide diversity programming and 
workshops; and 

4.  Inclusion, such as the Women’s Center, 
Pride Center and the Veterans Center.
“(This job) is about making people 

feel welcomed,” Dunlap said. “First and 
foremost, I want people to know who I 
am and I want people to be able to use 
our office as a resource for all students. 
One of my first goals is to understand the 
campus climate (as it relates to diversity 
and inclusion) and get out and meet 
people and let all areas of campus know 
that I'm here and available.”

SRU hires Ivory Dunlap as director of the Office for Inclusive Excellence

IVORY DUNLAP
WELCOME TO THE ROCK

Our Apologies …
In the Summer 2021 issue of The Rock 

magazine, the photo credits for our story 
featuring Calahan Young, U.S. men’s 
national goalball team, where inadvertently 
omitted. Photos were courtesy of Joe 
Kusumoto, U.S. Olympic & Paralympic 
Committee Archives, Shannon Galea of the 
Wheelchair Sports Federation, and Mark 
Reis of Mark Reis Photography. The cover 
photo was taken by Reis. The Rock editorial 
staff regrets the omission.

SRU earns reaffirmation of 
accreditation from Middle States 

The Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education, a non-governmental 
membership association that accredits 
institutions of higher education, has 
officially reaffirmed 
Slippery Rock 
University’s 
accreditation. 
The process was completed through a 
Statement of Accreditation Status after SRU 
completed its required self-study process 
and site visit by a team of higher education 
peers earlier this year. 

Institutional accreditation, among other 
purposes, verifies a university’s compliance 
with federal regulations, which allows 
schools such as SRU to offer federal 
financial aid to students. 

“This is great news for our University 
and an achievement for everyone affiliated 
with SRU,” said Abbey Zink, provost and 
vice president for academic affairs. “This 
reaffirmation shows that we are delivering 
on our promise to students and alumni. 
But living by our mission is something that 
continues every day, not once every eight 
years. We’re grateful for everyone who 
contributed to making this a successful 
self-study and evaluation process. The 
reaccreditation process is really a bedrock 
method for continual self-improvement.” 

The effort was led at the University level 
by an accreditation steering committee 
co-chaired by Mary Hennessey, assistant 
to the provost, and Rebecca Morrice, 
associate professor of theatre and 
department chair. The steering committee 
collaborated with several working groups 
to write the self-study report and include 
input from the campus and extended 
communities. 
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Mary Jo Campbell, ’72, Bachelor of Education, 
Elementary Education
HOME:
Edinboro
PROFESSION:  
Professor Emerita at Edinboro 
University of Pennsylvania
HOBBIES/INTERESTS:  
Councilperson for Washington 
Township, member of the executive 
committee for the Pennsylvania State 
Association of Township Supervisors, tennis, yoga,  
golf, traveling, Pittsburgh Steelers football, and community 
service projects.
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  
Being named the recipient of Edinboro University‘s inaugural 
Adviser of the Year Award as well as receiving the APSCUF 
Distinguished Service Award. Both awards speak to my 
passion for students and teaching during my 37-year  
teaching career.
WHY I GIVE:  
SRU provided me with a solid foundation on which to build  
a successful and gratifying educational career. I‘m still 
involved with educational issues as part of my community 
service activities.

Christopher Gathagan, ’79, Bachelor of Science, 
Physical Education 
HOME:
Pittsburgh
PROFESSION:
Retired following a 41-year career 
as a physical education instructor, 
athletic director and coach at  
St. Edmund’s Academy.
HOBBIES/INTERESTS:  
Attending sporting events with my 
wife, Debbie; volunteering for the 412 Food Rescue; and traveling 
to Denver to spend time with our grandson, Lochlan.  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
On Aug. 22, 2019, I received a special honor when the new 
gym at St. Edmund’s Academy was dedicated as the “Coach 
Gathagan Gymnasium.” I am privileged to have been a 
mentor who watched former students become great adults who 
are successful in their chosen careers. I have attended their 
weddings, mourned their losses, and enjoyed having them just 
stop by to reminisce or to have their children meet “Coach.”  
WHY I GIVE:
The impact I have been able to have on students is an impetus for 
giving and helping others. The coursework, professors and overall 
experience at SRU laid the foundation for a very successful and 
enjoyable career. The University, and my family, have instilled 
in me a great work ethic along with ambition and determination 
to make every day a positive experience. I am very thankful for 
my education and hope that by giving back, current and future 
students will have the same opportunities as those offered to me.

FILESrock

SRU trustees vote to approve creation of College of Health Professions 

Slippery Rock University’s College of 
Health Professions is now official. The 
SRU council of trustees conducted a 
special meeting just prior to the start of 
the fall semester and unanimously voted 
to approve the creation of the University’s 
fifth college, the College of Health 
Professions. The new college, which will 
start no later than the fall of 2022, will be 
largely comprised of existing academic 
departments currently housed within 
the College of Health, Engineering and 
Science. The approval of the college 
currently does not correlate with the 
addition of any new academic programs. 

Administrators said establishing a new 

college will enhance SRU’s visibility among 
employers and prospective students, as 
well as create greater organizational 
efficiencies and more concentrated 
leadership. The current College of 
Health, Engineering and Science consists 
of 158 full- and part-time faculty and 
programs that enroll 3,438 full- and part-
time students. Each of those headcounts 
exceed a third of all faculty and students, 
respectively. Among the new programs 
added in the last five years are graduate 
programs in health informatics and public 
health, along with the physician assistant 
and occupational therapy programs. 

“This move helps position the University 

to take advantage of our growing 
programs in the health professions,” said 
William Behre, SRU president. “Not only 
have we added programs in these areas 
but there’s a great need for skilled health 
care professionals. Health care companies 
such as Allegheny Health Network, UPMC 
and Highmark rank in the top 10 among 
employers of SRU alumni. Establishing this 
college gives us even more of a foothold in 
the region and strengthens the recognition 
of SRU as a leader in preparing students 
for health care jobs that are in demand.” 

The specific academic departments that 
will make up the new college have yet to 
be determined.
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Hunger is always an issue that needs addressed by communities, 
but food insecurity was magnified by the COVID-19 pandemic. One 
Slippery Rock University graduate has witnessed this firsthand in 
her roles working for the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank 
in Duquesne.

“The need for food security resources increased 40% since 
the start of the pandemic,” said Maria Montaro, a 2015 SRU 
graduate with degrees in social work and philanthropy and 
nonprofit management. “That‘s a direct result of job loss from the 
pandemic. We‘ve had to serve individuals who’ve never needed 
our support before.”

Montaro is a fundraising coordinator at GPCFB, getting community 
groups and corporations from 11 counties in southwestern Pennsylvania 
to engage with the food bank‘s mission to end hunger in the region. 
In 2020, she transitioned from a community engagement coordinator, 
a role in which she was part of a team that recruited, trained and 
managed more than 6,000 volunteers.

“It‘s been a really busy time for us, but I‘m excited for the challenge 
and I‘ve been blown away by the amount of community support that 
we‘ve been given,” Montaro said. “We‘re doing really great work and 
it‘s inspiring to see that we‘re going to continue to grow and provide 
services for the community to make sure that we can end hunger in 
southwestern Pennsylvania.”

The GPCFB provides more than 35 million meals per year to 
an average of 110,000 people per month through a variety of 
pantry systems, shelters, food drives and by partnering with 365 
organizations in southwestern Pennsylvania. Montaro said the GPCFB‘s 

SRU alumna on the front line 
of fighting hunger

Feeding the need
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increase of meal distribution is matching the 
40% spike in food insecurity in the region.

“People are very generous, especially 
around the holidays, which really helps 
us out, but there‘s a need during all 12 
months of the year,” Montaro said. “A lot 
of families do struggle around the holidays, 
not just because they‘re trying to provide 
gifts or have big meals for their families, 
but that‘s when heating bills go up because 
of the cold and if you‘re someone who 
does contract work that can only be done 
outdoors, you might not have work in the 
winter. There are a lot of logistical reasons 
for food insecurity during the holidays.”

There were also logistical reasons 
caused by the pandemic that affected food 
distribution. For example, regularly available 
volunteers, many of whom are retired, older 
adults who are at a higher risk for COVID-
19, were unavailable to work events and at 
collection sites. Prior to the pandemic, the 
GPCFB offered a program called Produce 
to People where between 500-800 families 
would each receive up to 50 pounds of fresh 
produce at nearly 20 sites in the region.

“Because of social distancing, we 
couldn’t have 500 people gathering in a 
two- or three-hour period so we had to 
find a different way to get those types of 
produce out to people,” Montaro said.

Drive-up distribution events have been 
an alternative, where people drive to a site 
and food is loaded into their vehicles by 
volunteers. Alarming news coverage during 
the pandemic of these events from across 
the country often included aerial drone 
footage of cars lined up for miles.

“You could visualize the need,” Montaro 
said. “A line of about 60 cars is a mile 
long and if the same 500 families (that we 
normally serve) come through, that‘s going 
to be a lot of cars. Still, there were a lot of 
other programs that saw a huge increase 
during the pandemic. Luckily, we now 
have those distribution models down to a 
science so that people aren‘t waiting as 

long and we ask families to register so we 
have enough boxes to provide. All of these 
logistics have been a work in progress but 
they have really come together nicely.

“Feeding people is something we all need 
to get behind,” Montaro said. “It‘s really 
not a political statement to say no one in 
our community should be hungry. Everyone 
deserves to have enough food to eat and 
to not feel hungry. That‘s why I fell in love 
with the mission of the food bank, which is 
to feed people in need and mobilize our 
communities to eliminate hunger.”

Montaro first interned with the GPCFB 
in 2016 while she was pursuing a master‘s 
degree in social work from the University 
of Pittsburgh. She had other internships 
and social work jobs, including three 
months as a researcher for the Independant 
Democracy of Informal Economy 
Association interviewing auto rickshaw 
drivers in Cambodia about their 
working conditions. Montaro not 
only completed her master‘s degree 
from Pitt, but also earned an MBA 
in human resource management 
from Fitchburg State (Mass.) 
University and her doctoral degree 
in community engagement from Point 
Park University. She was hired by 
the GPCFB in July 2019 during her 
second year in the Ph.D. program at 
Point Park.

Montaro also has started a 
nonprofit consulting firm, Montaro 
Consulting Services LLC, that helps 
local nonprofits find the right talent 
and succession planning.

In 2021, Pittsburgh Business Times 
named Montaro as one of its 30 
Under 30, an award honoring 30 
professionals from the Pittsburgh 
region under the age of 30 for 
their successful efforts to grow a 
business or nonprofit and for their 
contributions to the  
community and civic organizations.

Reflecting on her time at SRU, Montaro 
said the social work and philanthropy and 
nonprofit management programs helped 
her better interact with different types of 
people to make sure they are treated with 
dignity and respect.

“There‘s not a single day that I don‘t 
use a skill that I learned at SRU,” Montaro 
said. “Everything from grant writing and 
fundraising to special-event coordinating and 
budgeting. I‘m definitely thankful for that.

“SRU is the best place in the world 
and I was so fortunate to go there. I am 
continuously impressed by how involved the 
University is and how involved the students 
are in activities and innovative projects. The 
University overall just has so much to offer.”

Top left, Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank’s distribution 
sites serves hundreds of families, but when the pandemic hit in 
2020, alternative drive-up events were scheduled to accommodate 
social distancing. SRU alumna Maria Montaro, bottom right, also  
transitioned with the GPCFB in 2020,  
from community engagement  
coordinator to fundraising  
coordinator.
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Pet Project
SRU student garners internet fame  
by leaving pet rocks behind

Only at a place nicknamed “The Rock” could a family of pet 
rocks not only find a home, but gain national attention in the 
process. It all started in the spring when a student at Slippery Rock 
University placed a pet rock with googly eyes on campus and 
shared it on social media. Then he added another pet rock the next 
day, and another the day after that, and so on. After a month and 
several creative iterations of the original pet rock, a lot of people 
started to notice, including a television audience.

“I just thought it was pretty cool to put googly eyes on rocks,” 
said Johnny Phommachanh, a 2021 SRU graduate with a degree 
in management. “I had people tell me it‘s really funny because our 
school is called Slippery Rock University, but I really didn‘t think 
about how it goes hand in hand with the University name; I was just 
doing this for fun.”

Phommachanh was also unaware that pet rocks were once a 
fad in the mid-1970s when people purchased them as toys and 
they became collectors‘ items. Pet rock enthusiasm has apparently 
resurfaced as other people added their own pet rocks to 
Phommachanh‘s collection. 

Students passing by the rocks outside the Smith Student Center, 
where Phommachanh worked as an information desk attendant, 
also started snapping selfies with the rocks and began recognizing 
Phommachanh as the one who started it all.

Here‘s how it got rolling: Phommachanh entered a pet rock 
he named “Clyde” into an online contest for best pets that was 
sponsored by the Delta Zeta sorority at SRU. People voted for their 
favorite through an Instagram poll with Clyde not making it past the 
first round. Phommachanh then put Clyde up for adoption, leaving 
the pet rock outside the SSC with a note asking if someone would 
take the rock home with them.

And while Clyde eventually found a new home, it wasn‘t before 
Phommachanh was compelled to create another googly-eyed rock 
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to place outside the SSC. This time he posted a video on social 
media using his TikTok account, @ross.poo, that resulted in that pet 
rock being taken the next day.

“I was thinking to myself, ‘Why didn‘t that happen for the first 
one?,‘” Phommachanh said. “So, I said, ’You know, I‘m going to 
keep doing it because I think it‘s pretty funny.’ I have a lot of googly 
eyes that I don‘t know what to do with. I didn‘t think this would 
blow up like it did or anything like that, then I started watching the 
reactions (people had to the rocks) from inside the building. And the 
rest is history.”

Phommachanh added 
a new pet rock every day 
for more than 40 days 
and posted videos on 
TikTok. He enlisted the 
help of friends, including 
Abigail McKay, ’21, to 
come up with ideas, gather 
supplies, record and 
produce videos, provide 
transportation and even 
do some heavy lifting. On 
April 14, Day 23 of the 
project, Phommachanh 
and his roommate, Conor 
Coughlin, ’21, carried a 

rock approximately two feet wide and weighing 50 pounds with 
googly eyes the size of dinner plates to join the others.

“I was getting more creative with the faces and I told my 
roommates and friends that I wanted to see what would happen 
if we got this really big rock,” said Phommachanh, who got the 
biggest rock that could be carried by two people and fit in his car. 

“After that one, it really kind of took off.”
The big Clyde initially garnered more than 4.5 million views and 

650,000 likes on TikTok. On Day 30, he added a Clyde that looks 
like celebrity Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, and on Day 38 he 
added a Clyde inspired by Rocky, SRU‘s mascot.

A producer from the television show “Right This Minute” took 
notice of Phommachanh‘s rock collection and messaged him. The 
rocks were featured on a two-minute segment of the show that 
aired April 29.

“I was surprised by all the positive reactions; I had people 
coming up to me saying how happy they were to see them,” 
Phommachanh said. “I even had people from other schools 
messaging me about how much this means to them.”

Although Phommachanh has an art minor, he doesn‘t 
consider himself a great painter or drawer when it comes to 
creating the next Clyde. And not all the rocks are his, as some 
other students joined the effort as well. There were more than 
50 rocks on display by Day 40, May 1, the day of SRU‘s 
commencement when a pet rock with a graduation cap was 
added. Phommachanh graduated May 1 and left campus, but 
he continued the pedigree of Clydes with the hope that it will 
continue to grow at SRU and beyond. He even started leaving 
Clydes in random places elsewhere, including other colleges and 
universities, with a message on the back that includes his TikTok 
screen name.

“I‘m just glad it brings joy to people,” Phommachanh said. “Even 
for a normal guy like me, you can do anything to spread some joy, 
positivity and happiness to others, even if it‘s just filming pet rocks 
placed on campus.”

Phommachanh may have been putting down rocks, but in doing 
so, he lifted the spirits of Rock Nation.

“I ‘m just glad it brings 
joy to people. Even for a 
normal guy like me, you 
can do anything to spread 
some joy, positivity and 
happiness to others, even 
if it‘s just filming pet 
rocks placed on campus.”
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Joseph McCandless appeared to have a 
rather innocuous existence before passing 
away at age 98. He lived most of his life 
with his parents and sister in a modest, four-
bedroom brick house next to the train tracks 
in Ellwood City. He never married. He was 
a civil engineer and he collected rare coins 
and other antiques. 

He was, however, known to be a rabble-
rouser, voicing his opinion in his eccentric 
way at local school board and borough 
council meetings. He once brought a 
brick to a meeting and told the attendees 
it was “Irish confetti.” But he also built a 
reputation for defending taxpayer dollars 
or preventing a building or other property 
from being compromised. After all, his 
grandfather was a contractor and his father 
was an architect who helped build much of 
his community.

No Ordinary Joe
SRU receives record $1.1 million estate gift from the late Joseph McCandless 

But there’s much more to McCandless. 
He was no ordinary Joe. 

“A lot of people just remember him 
as being an old curmudgeon at school 
board meetings,” said Holt Conner, 86, a 
longtime friend. “He was not that type of 
guy. He was a nice, pleasant gentleman 
and very well educated. He was a genuine 
person, a child of the Greatest Generation 
and a hero of World War II. No one in 
town really knew about that.”

“He was really intense,” said Bob Rivers, 
32, owner of an Ellwood City coffee 
shop who became a surrogate grandson 
to McCandless, driving him to doctor’s 
appointments despite the one time he was 
berated by McCandless for being a few 
minutes late. “He would be like that old 
grandpa who is all wound up again, but 
he had these little tendencies that, when 

you start putting them all together, made 
a lot of sense. He’d beat around the bush 
with a lot of things for you to draw your 
own conclusions.”

His plan to leave an estate gift to 
Slippery Rock University was an example.

“We always knew there would be a gift 
coming but with Joe‘s sense of humor, he‘d 
tell you what he wanted you to know and 
that was it,” said Edward Bucha, executive 
director of the SRU Foundation, Inc. “He 
would just say, ’Don‘t worry about it; you‘re 
going to like it.‘ Well, we obviously do.”

McCandless, who died Jan. 14, 2020, 
left a gift of more than $1.1 million to 
SRU, which is the largest gift by a private 
individual in the University‘s history. 
The gift will be used to establish an 
endowed scholarship named in honor 
of McCandless‘ mother, Sylvia Cooper 



12    THE ROCK FALL 2021    13 FALL 2021    13 

Top left, Joseph McCandless (front row, third from left), with 
his flight crew of the B-24 Liberator bomber, earned the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and two Bronze Stars and other 
medals for his service in World War II. Top right clockwise, 
McCandless’ military ID; his sister, Sara Jane McCandless, ’50; 
and McCandless in 1944.

McCandless, Class of 1909, and sister, 
Sara Jane McCandless, ’50, both of whom 
are SRU alumnae.

Although McCandless did not attend 
SRU, he was born in Slippery Rock and he 
had a strong affinity for the University and 
its Normal School roots. Sylvia and Sara 
Jane were both teachers and McCandless 
and his sister purchased and donated a 
one-room schoolhouse for the University 
in 1988 to celebrate SRU‘s tradition of 
teacher preparation. The Hickory Corner 
Schoolhouse, which had previously served 
as a school in nearby Franklin Township, 
Butler County, from 1891-1963, currently 
occupies a prominent space on SRU‘s 
campus along Maltby Avenue.

“Joe wanted people to know that his 
mother‘s and sister‘s names will be around 
for a long time and related to SRU and 
the College of Education,” Bucha said. 
“He had a sincere love for them and 
he appreciated the education that they 
received at the University.”

The scholarship will be eligible for an 
incoming SRU student majoring in early 
childhood and elementary education each 
year, paying half of the recipients‘ tuition 
and room and board. The scholarship will 
be renewable for each recipient for up to 
three additional years.

The scholarship represents one of the 
“tendencies” that Rivers observed. 

“He was very adamant about stipulations, 
saying ‘I‘m going to give you this money 
but you‘re going to use it for this,’” Rivers 
said. “We wanted to make sure that what 
he believed in lived on. He saw the value in 
(SRU), and in education and all these local 
amenities that we have in our area, and he 
saw that the donation would go a lot farther 
for (SRU) than it would anywhere else.”

A graduate of Carnegie Tech, now 
Carnegie Mellon University, McCandless 
worked as an engineer and construction 
inspector for his father‘s business, B.J. 
McCandless Architect. This explains 
McCandless’ proclivity for education and 
physical structures, and maybe some of his 
eccentricities: he told Rivers he wished he 
had the opportunity to have a beer with 
a peculiar college classmate of his, the 
artist Andy Warhol, who would go on to 
become a cultural icon. 

But McCandless was also shaped 
by his military service in World War II, 
during which fate, loyalty, precision and 
punctuality, even by a few minutes, was a 
matter of life and death. 

McCandless, who flew dozens of 
missions in the Asiatic Pacific Theater, 
including the Mandated Islands Campaign 
and the Air Offensive over Japan, had 

several close calls with his crew aboard 
a B-24 Liberator nicknamed “The Curly 
Bird.” There was the time a 76-mm 
anti-aircraft shell ripped through the 
cockpit and out the nose. That’s where 
McCandless, a bombardier, sighted and 
released bombs, except for the time he 
had to jump up and down to dislodge a 
timed-fuse bomb that failed to drop. There 
was also a bombing mission that was 
scrubbed at the last moment despite his 
crew knowing full well that they wouldn’t 
return – they had fuel for 2,000 miles for 
a 3,500 roundtrip. 

McCandless later served with the 
Company A 807th Engineer Aviation 
Battalion, providing air support for 
the building of the Alaska-Canadian 
Highway. He was discharged with the 
rank of captain in 1947 after five and a 
half years of service.

McCandless earned several military 
awards including two Bronze Stars 
and the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
which is awarded to those for “heroism 
or extraordinary achievement while 
participating in an aerial flight.”

Ordinarily, these medals are kept in the 
recipient’s family, just like a home that is 
passed down after an occupant passes 
away. But McCandless’ brick house 
on Fourth Street, which was built by his 
grandfather, has since been demolished. 
Because of this, Rivers thought of an epitaph, 
not for his former customer but for someone 
who McCandless would’ve liked to have a 
coffee with. Warhol simply wanted the word 
“figment” written on his tombstone. 

“That‘s kind of how Joe would’ve wanted 
it, too,” Rivers said. “He wasn‘t married, 
he didn‘t have kids, and I think he felt he 
was sometimes irrelevant in a modern-
day world. He was very passionate about 
a lot of things, but he had the foresight 
and wisdom to know that he can’t save 
everything but he can help (SRU) or save 
this one person, and that was influenced 
by his war experiences and all these 
little things that helped create this man. 
That lives on through this figment of the 
imagination.”

In other words, the big things are the 
buildings with their hard exteriors, but 
what’s on the inside, whether it’s a place to 
live and learn or the heart of a person, is 
less tangible and more imaginative than a 
load of bricks.

“This scholarship reiterates (what Joe 
cared about) for younger generations,” 
Rivers said. “Even if it‘s just one student 
every year, it still helps them have a life that 
they may never have had the opportunity 
(to live).” 

For more information about the Sylvia 
Cooper McCandless, Class of 1909, 
and Sara Jane McCandless, Class of 
1950, Scholarship or to learn more about 
planned giving to SRU, contact University 
Advancement at 724.738.2004.
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Richard “Rich” Hixon may not lace up the skates for the five-time Stanley Cup Champion Pittsburgh 
Penguins, but his 27 years of behind-the-scenes work still allows him to claim his own portion of the 
titles earned by the National Hockey League club during his tenure.

The 1993 Slippery Rock University sport management graduate originally joined the Penguins 
staff after a senior-year internship in the ticketing and marketing department. When the Penguins 
were eliminated from the 1993 Stanley Cup playoffs, declining sales led to the elimination of the 
merchandising side of his work. But Hixon had clearly impressed his bosses as they offered him an 
opportunity in ticket sales. 

Nearly three decades – and many memorable moments – later, Hixon is no longer looking 
after clients. Rather, as the team’s senior vice president of facilities, he spends his days 
overseeing all operational aspects of the Penguins’ home rink in downtown Pittsburgh, 
PPG Paints Arena, as well as the team’s practice facility in Cranberry Township, the 
UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex. Hixon was heavily involved in the development  
of the latter, a $70-million complex that opened in 2015, that was the vision of 
Penguins President and CEO David Morehouse. 

Serious work on the business terms for the Cranberry practice facility began  
in 2010. 

“Our partner in the project, UPMC, asked us to conduct site visits to facilities 
throughout the NHL and other professional sports to determine if there was another 

PENGUINS SUITPENGUINS SUIT
SRU grad finds good fit  
as pro hockey executive
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facility similar to what we envisioned,” 
said Hixon. “When we returned from our 
search, we reported there was good news 
and bad. The good news was there was 
nothing like (our vision) in the country; the 
bad news was, it will be the first of its kind, 
and there were no other facilities like it to 
model our project after. But, as you know, 
we got it done.”

Hixon’s daily duties keep him in constant 
contact with ASM Global, an international 
management company that includes PPG 
Paints Arena among its 300+ venues. The 
Los Angeles-based company is responsible 
for attracting and operating PPG Paints 
Arena’s entertainment events. Hixon also 
connects with ARAMARK, an international 
food service provider that manages 
concessions, premium services and retail 
operations at the arena.

“All in all, ASM Global and Aramark 
employ approximately 1,000 employees 
and are responsible for managing all 
aspects of the live events we host at PPG 
Paints Arena,” Hixon said. “At the complex, I 
oversee a tremendous staff that manages the 
facility and all of our programs, including a 
number of youth and adult hockey programs 
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and the EXCEL Hockey Academy, an elite 
training program formed in partnership with 
North Catholic High School in 2017.” 

The 185,000-square-foot practice facility, 
with 54,000 square feet of clinical space, 
includes two NHL-regulation size hockey 
rinks, with seating for approximately 1,500, 
and a 6,000-square-foot sports performance 
center that offers a state-of-the-art gym and 
sprinting track and other amenities. The 
UPMC portion of the complex, open to the 
general public, offers a full sports medicine 
clinic for both injury care and prevention, 
orthopedics, concussion services, physical 
therapy and rehabilitation, aquatic therapy 
facilities and on-site MRI and X-ray imaging, 
among other services.

“UPMC has provided world-class 
medical services to our NHL team for 
more than a decade,” Hixon said. 
“When we began collaborating with their 
leadership team on the Cranberry project, 
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Rich Hixon is involved with many of the Pittsburgh Penguins 
operations, from the team’s home rink, PPG Paints Arena (top 
left), to special events, such as the 2011 NHL Winter Classic at 
Heinz Field (bottom), as well as the team winning the 2017 
Stanley Cup (top right) and their Little Penguins youth program 
(middle, right).  
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our primary goal was to create a fully integrated facility that used 
a science-based approach for treating and training our athletes. 
We also wanted to use the facility as a platform for hockey-
related research designed to enhance performance, reduce the 
potential for injury and enhance player safety.” 

The ice rinks offer public skates, including themed events for 
family skating and all-age hockey lessons.

“I love my job because every day is something new,” Hixon said. 
“Every day the arena, or the complex, brings something different.”

Prior to his current role with the Penguins, Hixon was vice 
president of industry growth Initiatives for the NHL, responsible for 
the rollout of a leaguewide growth initiative based on the Penguins’ 
successful “Little Penguins Learn to Play Hockey” program. 

The idea for the program, which offers free, head-to-toe hockey 
equipment to players ages of 5-9, originated with Penguins captain 
Sidney Crosby. “Sid was looking for a way to give back to the 
community and expose more players to the sport,” said Hixon. 
“We came up with the idea, and Sid, along with some corporate 
partners, invested in the program that has introduced more than 
13,000 players to the sport since its start in 2008.

“We experienced such great success with the Little Penguins 
program that the NHL decided in 2015 to adopt it in all 30 
markets. The first year, as 
a leaguewide initiative, the 
program introduced more 
than 25,000 new players 
throughout North America 
to the game, and, since 
2016, has added 125,000 
new players to the sport. But it all began here in Pittsburgh and is 
certainly something we are incredibly proud of.” 

Hixon’s career with the Penguins has also taken him to Wilkes-
Barre, home of the team’s American Hockey League affiliate, which 
goes by the same Penquins nickname.

“Pittsburgh won the Stanley Cup in 2009 when I was with 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, and then when it won the first of its back-
to-back championships in 2016, I was working for the NHL,” 
Hixon said. “The 2017 win was probably the most rewarding 
championship for me because I was again working for the big 
club. We had also opened the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex 
and that gave the team a competitive advantage, so I feel as if I 
played a small part in their win.”

Most of Hixon’s time is now spent planning for, then managing, 
events and special projects for the Penguins.

“Currently, we are in the process of working with the city of 
Pittsburgh to add a temporary sheet of ice to the Hunt Armory in 
Shadyside,” said Hixon. “My team is responsible for managing 
the project and for working with the various user groups and the 
community to program the ice once the rink is operational.” 

“ I love my job because every day 
is something new. Every day the 
arena, or the complex, brings 
something different.”

Cre
dit

 ©
Pit

tsb
urg

h P
en

gu
ins

: Jo
e S

arg
en

t

Top left, Hixon and his wife, Allison, pose with the Stanley Cup, which the Penguins won in 2016 
and 2017 during his tenure. Bottom, the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex was opened in 2015 
thanks to the efforts of Penguins executives, including Hixon. 
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“ At the end of the day, I love my job 
and I love the Penguins. I hope when 
I retire, I can say that I not only 
contributed to the growth of the  
sport but helped advance the game.”

The rink will operate between November and March and host 
a series of initiatives designed to promote diversity, equity and 
inclusion in our sport, as well as provide opportunities for children 
throughout the city. The rink will also host public skating, high 
school and amateur practices and games, and possibly a few 
college hockey games. 

“This will be the first indoor ice rink in the city in the past 20-plus 
years,” Hixon said. “It is a very important project to us, and will be 
an asset within the community and the entire region.” 

Between hockey, concerts and other events, PPG Paints Arena 
typically hosts about 150 events annually, according to Hixon. It’s 
often a quick change, the SRU grad added, going from a concert 
the night before to being ready for a morning skate the next day.

While seating more than 18,000 for hockey, the arena has a 
variety of configurations depending on the event. However, the 
COVID-19 pandemic brought a screeching halt to anyone sitting in 
any seat, regardless of the occasion.

“Unquestionably, the greatest challenge during the past 18 
months has been, and will continue to be moving forward, the 
pandemic,” Hixon said. “As an entertainment venue, we were 
one of the first things to close and we are one of the last things to 
reopen. We have taken the time in preparing for guests to come 
back into the venue. We wanted to make sure our guests felt safe.”

To that end, the arena underwent an $11-million renovation that 
will change how it operates moving forward. Hixon said that the 
facility worked directly with state and local health agencies to 
prepare its operational plan, as well as with UPMC. The result was 
being able to successfully reopen, with a reduced capacity, for 
Penguins games late last season before being able to host a full-
capacity crowd for a WWE pro wrestling event in July.

Hixon’s foray 
into the world 
of pro spots 
might have never 
happened had he 
not thought twice 
about his future. 
After graduating 
from Yough Senior High School, he first enrolled at Penn State, 
McKeesport, but saw elementary education as a possible career. 
Given SRU’s roots as a teachers college, he decided to attend  
The Rock.

“I quickly determined education was not the career path I wanted 
to follow, so I changed my major to sport management,” said Hixon. 
“I always had a passion for sports and followed all of the Pittsburgh 
teams throughout my youth so it seemed a good way to go.”

Indeed, it did. 
In addition to his success with the NHL club, Hixon lists helping 

to open the Mohegan Sun Arena, home of the Penguins’ AHL team; 
hosting the 2001 AHL All-Star Classic; and three trips to the AHL’s 
Calder Cup finals among his career highlights. And of course, there 
is that 2017 Stanley Cup.

“At the end of the day, I love my job and I love the Penguins,” he 
said. “I hope when I retire, I can say that I not only contributed to 
the growth of the sport but helped advance the game.”

Right, PPG Paints Arena is more than the home of the Pittsburgh Penguins hockey games. The 
facility also hosts concerts, pro wrestling and other sporting events.
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Allie Bernstein, a 2009 SRU graduate with a 
degree in environmental science, is the turtle 
rehabilitation manager at the Marine Science 
Center in Ponce Inlet, Florida.

-Photo Credit: REI Media Studio
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Folks in Volusia County, Florida, have someone to call if they 
come across a sea turtle in distress. No matter the situation – 
whether the reptile has become stranded on the beach, caught 
in seaweed, appears ill or has injuries – there is one device that’s 
ready to be their lifeline. Think of it as a “shell phone” or having 
“turtle recall” if you will, but if you actually dial the Marine Science 
Center’s 24/7 Turtles on Call number, the person on the other end 
is Allie Bernstein, a 2009 Slippery Rock University graduate who 
earned a degree in environmental science.

Part of her job as MSC’s turtle rehabilitation manager is being on 
call for whenever beachgoers or various patrol officers discover a 
sea turtle that has washed ashore and is debilitated. Bernstein has 
heard this calling – as a career, that is – since she first visited the 
MSC in Ponce Inlet, Florida, as a teenager while on annual family 
vacations to nearby Daytona Beach. Instead of joining her siblings in 
the sun and surf, she had her parents drop her off at the center which 
ingrained in her an interest beyond sandy beaches.

“I would watch the turtles for hours, and I really loved the facility 
and was captivated by the turtles,” said Bernstein, who grew up in 
Fishkill, New York. “It spurred an interest and provided that a-ha 
moment when I thought, ‘Someone’s got to do this; why not me?’”

Fast forward a 
couple decades and 
Bernstein is now 
caring for the slow-
moving reptiles at 
MSC, which is a 
service of Volusia 
County government 
that operates as both 

a rehabilitation hospital for the animals and offers educational 
programs and exhibits for the public.

Being familiar with the MSC, Bernstein completed a summer 
internship there when she was an SRU student, and a year after 
she graduated, she accepted a part-time job there. She’s worked 
at MSC ever since, while also going back to school to become a 
certified veterinary technician and eventually joining the staff full-
time as an assistant manager in 2017. She was promoted to her 
current role as turtle rehabilitation manager in 2019. 

“One of the things that I love about my job is that you never 
quite know what the day is going to bring,” Bernstein said. “We 
get lots of unique phone calls and cases coming through the 
doors. Turtles don‘t have a nine-to-five schedule or a calendar; 
they don‘t know holidays.”

In the first four months of 2021, Bernstein and her staff took in 
158 sea turtles that needed medical care, which was more than 
the entire previous year. The dramatic increase was attributed to 
rough surf and colder than normal temperatures, as well as more 
people enjoying the outdoors while social distancing during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and noticing animals in distress.

Sea turtles wind up in Bernstein’s care when they are washed 
ashore, injured, sick or covered in barnacles, algae or other 
epibiota, which are organisms that live on the surface of another 
living creature. Bernstein said people should never pick up a 
stranded sea turtle and try to return it to the water because there’s 
typically a reason the animal got stranded and moving it could 
worsen the problem and leave it stranded elsewhere.

“If it’s nighttime and there’s a healthy-looking female crawling 
up the beach, she‘s just nesting,” Bernstein said. “They appear 
determined and on a mission to get up toward the dunes to lay 
their eggs and then get back to the water. The only other time 
there would be sea turtles on the beach would be hatchlings 
that are emerging from the nest and hopefully be lining up to go 
toward the water.”

In addition to the wounded adult sea turtles, the MSC takes in 
hundreds and sometimes thousands of hatchings, typically from 
July to November, that are washed back or stuck in brown algae 
called sargassum. 

“Another important thing for people to know is to fill in the holes 
that they dig on the beach and pick up any beach chairs and not 
distract them with lights or human contact,” Bernstein said. “They 
use the tide and the moon to get out to the water so they can have 
the best chance for surviving.”

However, sometimes human intervention is needed, and when 
it does, Bernstein’s Turtles on Call phone rings. On a given day, 
the center could have as many as 30 sea turtles from four different 
species, including the green sea turtle, loggerheads, Kemp’s ridley 
and the hawksbill sea turtles. Their stays at the MSC depends on 

SRU alumna does it all for sea turtles: a first responder, medic, 
rehabilitator, public educator and more

FOR HALF SHELLS
HERO

“  I would watch the turtles  
for hours, and I really  
loved the facility  
and was captivated by  
the turtles.”



20    THE ROCK FALL 2021    21 

their needs, but Bernstein said the turtles typically stay under their 
care for three to four months.

“We see wounds from boat strikes or other impacts and also 
entanglements from discarded fishing line,” Bernstein said. “We also 
get the chronically debilitated turtles that are underweight, lethargic, 
or they get behind the curve because they have (gastrointestinal) or 
buoyancy issues and then they end up stranding.”

For this, MSC serves as a fully functioning animal hospital and 
rehabilitation center. Not only is Bernstein the Center’s dispatcher, 
she manages staff and volunteers; checks on the water quality 
and filtration of the tanks in “Turtle Terrace,” where patients are 
housed and receive their treatment; apportions their food and 
medications; prepares for surgery, X-rays, blood work and other 
in-house diagnostics; and she even oversees those who assist with 
husbandry tasks.

“It all depends on what the needs of the patient are,” said 
Bernstein.

Although she developed more of an expertise in animal medicine 
after working at MSC and getting certified as a veterinarian, her 
passion still lies in environmental education and using the skills she 
developed at SRU. 

“The one thing that I love about the Marine Science Center is that 
we are in such a diverse area with amazing environmental benefits 
for sea turtles and 
nesting,” Bernstein 
said. “We have the 
opportunity to reach 
people who travel 
from all over the 
country and the world, 
and (we’re) able to 
share a little piece of 
what we have here.”

According to the 
National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration, 2,113 adult sea turtles were reported as stranded in 
the U.S. in 2020, nearly half of which were in Florida.

“We can educate people, share conservation messages, and 
be able to get the turtles back out to the breeding population,” 
Bernstein said. “The ultimate goal is to make people aware of the 
impacts that they can have on the turtles’ environment.”

“  I knew I wanted to work  
with animals and work  
in some realm of the  
environmental field, and  
SRU has a lot of great  
environmental-related  
programs to choose from.”
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While replacing holes in the beach and removing obstacles 
for hatchlings is a common tip, the major threats to sea turtles are 
marine debris, vessel strikes, pollution, loss of habitat for nesting, 
and in some areas, the killing of turtles and collection of their eggs 
for consumption and illegal commercial trade. All six species of 
sea turtles found in U.S. waters are listed and protected under the 
Endangered Species Act.

Although Slippery Rock is far from areas where people can study 
sea turtles, Bernstein considers SRU the ideal place to have hatched 
her career.

“I knew I wanted to work with animals and work in some realm 
of the environmental field, and SRU has a lot of great environmental-
related programs to choose from, such as parks and recreation and 
biology,” Bernstein said. “But I loved the (Geography, Geology and the 
Environment) Department and its professors. They were really helpful 
and supportive with challenging courses that helped you get to where 
you wanted to be, and it was definitely the right department for me.”

“We’re so glad to see that Allie is doing such amazing work with 
turtle rehabilitation at the Marine Science Center,” said Langdon Smith, 
professor of geography, geology and the environment, who had 
Bernstein for an environmental law class that she enjoyed. “Allie was 

one of those students who you knew pretty quickly was going to do 
great things after graduating. Her story is a great example of the type 
of career someone can build with an environmental studies degree.

“Like many other students who have joined our department to 
learn more about the environment, Allie didn’t initially know exactly 
what her career would be, but she knew that she wanted to make 
the world a better place. It looks like she is well on her way to 
achieving that goal.”

Bernstein was also involved with the outdoor adventure program 
and rock climbing through SRU Campus Recreation and took 
advantage of a leadership opportunity as the president of PAWS, a 
student organization that advocates for animal welfare. 

“I had the best time at SRU and I have such great memories. 
I absolutely loved my time there,” Bernstein said. “That’s where I 
built up my strengths and relationships to go out and do what I’m 
passionate about. SRU was a great place to get those opportunities.”

In her role at the Marine Science Center, Bernstein (top right) and her staff provide medical care 
and rehabilitation for sea turtles, such as the green sea turtle and loggerhead, before the turtles are 
released back into their habitat. Bernstein also conducts educational programming for the public.

- Photos courtesy of Marine Science Center
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MIRROR DANCE
SRU’s newly renovated Performing Arts Center opened for classes 
for the fall 2021 semester, albeit with students wearing face 
masks for COVID-19 safety precautions. The $33-million upgrade 
to the facility includes a dance studio that overlooks the entrance 
to the Miller Theater.



24    THE ROCK FALL 2021    25 24    THE ROCK

To live in a cave or under a rock typically means you’re out of touch with the world. If 
that is indeed the case, you probably haven’t seen man walk on the moon or recognize 
legendary celebrities. But now, the images that explain world history – and millions of 
others – now reside in a cave of their own. And while it’s not exactly under a rock, it’s 
near The Rock.

The most iconic images captured in the 19th and 20th centuries are located nine miles east of Slippery 
Rock and 220 feet underground at the bottom of a former limestone mine. There, in a 10,000-square-foot, 
refrigerated vault, are rows of filing cabinets and aisles of boxes containing more than 11 million images.

That’s where the world as we knew it is saved for posterity. It’s not on the paper found in libraries or 
the pixels on the internet. Those are reproductions. The original photographs, negatives and glass plates 
that captured these moments in time are located in this “cave.” They comprise what’s known as the 
Bettmann Archive. 

The collection, referred to as “the history of everything” by its namesake curator, Otto Bettmann, was 
previously owned by Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft. But, since 2016, it has been operated by Getty 
Images as the exclusive distribution partner of Visual China Group. And the two Getty Images archive 
research editors who maintain the collection are Slippery Rock University graduates: Sarah Kubiak, ’07, 
and Leslie Stauffer, ’13, who earned their master’s degrees in history from The Rock.

“We are the window into the Bettmann Archive,” Stauffer said. “Otherwise, it would just be in a 
cave and nobody would even know what we have down here. Making all this history accessible is a 
foundational reason why I love my job, because it’s so important.”

“Ditto,” said Kubiak, nodding in agreement and using a word that could describe the digital images that 
they scan and send to their aboveground clients that include journalists, scholars and other researchers 
such as renowned documentarian Ken Burns. 

Going  Going  
(Way) Down  (Way) Down  

in Historyin History
SRU alumnae work underground 

as photo archivists
 

THE MOST 
ICONIC IMAGES 

CAPTURED 
IN THE 19TH 

AND 20TH 
CENTURIES ARE 
LOCATED NINE 
MILES EAST OF 
SLIPPERY ROCK 
AND 220 FEET 

UNDERGROUND 
AT THE BOTTOM 

OF A FORMER 
LIMESTONE 

MINE.
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The photographs in the collection include everything from 
Abraham Lincoln and the Hindenburg disaster to a Pulitzer Prize 
winner that captured the horrors of the Vietnam War. There are also 
popular culture-defining images that include the splaying of Albert 
Einstein’s tongue and Marilyn Monroe’s white dress flying above a 
subway platform.

Bettmann founded the collection in 1936 shortly after he 
immigrated to New York from Germany. For more than 20 years, 
the Bettmann Archive was housed in the Tishman Building in New 
York before Bettmann sold in 1981. The collection merged with 
others over the years, including the United Press International photo 
archive in 1984, before it was purchased in 1995 by Corbis, a 
photo licensing company founded by Gates. 

By 2001, Corbis, with the guidance of film preservationist Henry 
Wilhelm, decided that the collection needed to be preserved in a 
cold storage facility to prevent decay resulting from high humidity 
and temperature fluctuations. Many of the photos, including a 
shot of baseball legend Babe Ruth, were succumbing to “vinegar 

Top left, Sarah Kubiak searches files of photos inside a refrigerated vault that is adjacent to their 
underground office (top right) in a former limestone mine. After a photo is pulled from the file 
(right, second from top), Leslie Stauffer carefully scans it and sends a digital copy to one of Getty 
Images’ clients.
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What Kubiak and Stauffer choose to research can depend on 
anticipating the needs of clients and providing historical context 
for current events. For example, with the recent pandemic and 
mass shootings, they pulled images from the pandemic of 1912 
and the U.S.’s first mass shooting incident in 1949 where Howard 
Unruh randomly killed 13 people in Camden, New Jersey. 
Sometimes they get to choose to conduct research or digitizing 
images based on their interests.

“There are just so many great images that keep turning them up,” 
Kubiak said. “Some of them are boring – we get a lot of people 
walking out of a courtroom – but every once in a while we’ll just 
find something that‘s amazing, like the other day I found this candid 
image of Elvis and Priscilla (Presley) getting into an airplane for 
their honeymoon and I looked and it wasn‘t online anywhere. You 
just find these gems.”

Kubiak and Stauffer discovered the opportunity to work with the 
Bettmann Archive thanks to their experience at SRU, in particular 
the recommendation by David Dixon, the late history professor who 
lined up internships for them at what was then Corbis.

A native of Fort Collins, Colorado, Stauffer completed an 
undergraduate degree in theology at North Park University in 
Chicago before moving to western Pennsylvania to live with her 
grandmother, Eleanor Jones. That move led her to pursuing a 
master’s degree at SRU. Meanwhile, Kubiak, a native of Butler, 
completed her undergraduate degree in secondary education-
social studies at Carlow University in Pittsburgh before deciding to 
study history at SRU. 

Stauffer started her internship at Corbis just three months before 
Kubiak.

“Did I ideally want to work with historical photography? I don’t 
know, but Dr. Dixon saw something in me and I really appreciate 
it,” Stauffer said. “The seeds that he planted formed the path for the 
rest of my life. He was an awesome guy.”

“I just always enjoyed history and expanding my knowledge and 
Dr. Dixon just came to the rescue,” Kubiak said.

“The environment is fairly unique, so that was intriguing to me,” 
Stauffer said. “But it also can be a deterrent (for some people).” 

For example, to avoid the risk of any burst pipes damaging the 
photographs, there’s no running water in their zone of the facility. The 
pair also rarely depart the facility during their workday because of the 
long distance to leave the old mine and get to the closest place to eat 
lunch. The offices, however, are well-lit, the craggy walls are painted 

syndrome,” which occurs when acetate film begins to release 
a vinegar-scented acid. By storing the photographs at a dry, 
consistent temperature between 38-42 degrees Fahrenheit, they 
degrade 500 times slower than above ground in New York. 

Iron Mountain, a data management company that operates a 
200-acre data center in Boyers, provided the ideal location. This 
underground campus is home to several other companies and 
agencies that keep computer servers and other valuable assets in 
a stable environment, reducing the risk of damage from natural 
disasters while being protected by armed security. Among the tenants 
in the 1.7 million square foot former mine are CBS Viacom, the U.S. 
Office of Personnel Management and the Warner Music Group.

Kubiak and Stauffer have worked with the Bettmann Archive 
since 2004, initially for Corbis and now for Getty Images after 
an acquisition in 2016. The Bettmann Archive is rivaled only by 
another Getty Images trove of about 80 million photographs, the 
Hulton Archive, that is located outside of London.

Only 1% of the Bettmann Archive has ever been viewed by the 
public and an estimated 250,000 images have been digitized. The 
rest is up to Kubiak and Stauffer to sift through and maintain. 

“We do it all: we do the research, we pull the images, we 
digitize them, we upload them, we enter all the metadata onto the 
Getty Images website,” Stauffer said. “We are very fortunate to 
work with a well-organized, well-documented collection.”

Occasional burn marks from lit cigarettes resting on top of 
hanging file folders are signs of a bygone era, but the archive’s 
unique card catalog system, similar to a library’s Dewey Decimal 
Classification, continues to function despite a societal shift from 
analog to digital. The preference for analog is not limited to 
the organization process, but the photographs themselves. As 
technology advances, an original image needs to be available. For 
example, scanning an image is quite different now compared to 15 
years ago and it will likely be more advanced 15 years from now. 

“It’s important to preserve the analog data because as 
technology changes certain things are lost,” Stauffer said. “(The 
archive) is always going to be complete, the information protected 
and everything remains the same. (The previous curators) were 
meticulous because it’s a business. Even before it was Corbis or 
even Bettmann, (news services like UPI) were making money off this 
by taking images, making a copy and selling it (through usage fees) 
to whatever newspaper needed a photo.”
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bright white, and it’s warmer there than in the vault. Iron Mountain is 
also equipped with Verilux lights to provide vitamin D for the workers. 

But the adrenaline they get, that comes from the work. 
“Seventeen years of nuanced work, it’s still stimulating,” Stauffer 

said. “I just love finding awesome images. There is some really 
awesome stuff down here. But I also like working with clients 
because sometimes they ‘geek’ out on this stuff the way that we do.”

Clients don’t actually come to the archive but occasionally a 
photographer will visit to “check on their babies.” Luckily, Stauffer 
and Kubiak can only think of one or two glass plate negatives that 
they’ve shattered. A few arrived at Iron Mountain already cracked, 
like the iconic “Lunch atop a Skyscraper” photo of ironworkers in 
1932 sitting on a girder at 30 Rockefeller Plaza in New York.

“It‘s just devastating if that happens – that’s somebody,” said 
Kubiak, measuring her words and the importance of photography 
despite the objects being mere pieces of glass. “That‘s somebody‘s 
history. That‘s our history. That‘s everybody‘s history.

“We’re just lucky enough to have our hands on it.”

THE PHOTOGRAPHS IN THE 
COLLECTION INCLUDE EVERYTHING 
FROM ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND 
THE HINDENBURG DISASTER 
TO A PULITZER PRIZE WINNER 
THAT CAPTURED THE HORRORS 
OF THE VIETNAM WAR. THERE 
ARE ALSO POPULAR CULTURE-
DEFINING IMAGES THAT INCLUDE 
THE SPLAYING OF ALBERT 
EINSTEIN’S TONGUE AND MARILYN 
MONROE’S WHITE DRESS FLYING 
ABOVE A SUBWAY PLATFORM.

Top, left to right, the Bettmann Archive includes some of history’s most iconic images, including a 
1965 Pulitzer Prize winning photo by Kyochi Sawada of a family swimming across a river to flee a 
bombing raid during the Vietnam War, as well as a shot of the 1937 Hindenburg disaster and the 
famous 1932 “Lunch Atop a Skyscraper” publicity-stunt photo of 11 ironworkers sitting on a girder 
70 stories above 41st Street in Manhattan at Rockefeller Plaza.
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PASSION. COURAGE. LEADERSHIP.
Those are the words one would expect to hear when discussing 

military veterans and their service to the country. But those are 
also the words often used to describe Slippery Rock University 
alumna Barbara Gaudio Taylor, a recreational therapist who 
supported veterans.

Gaudio Taylor, a 1984 graduate with a bachelor’s degree in 
recreational therapy, passed away in January following a four-
year battle with cancer. She is also the namesake of the Barbara 
J. Gaudio Taylor Recreational Therapy Scholarship that was 
established by other SRU alumni and friends of Gaudio Taylor’s 
family in her memory. 

The scholarship, to be awarded annually beginning with the 
spring 2022 semester, will provide $1,000 per year for up to 
four years to a student pursuing a degree in recreational therapy 
who maintains a 3.0 or higher GPA and demonstrates leadership 
through student organization or community service. Preference will 
be given to student involved with Greek Life.

SERVICE ABOVE SELF
“Service and Greek Life play a big role in this because those 

things really spoke to Barb’s personality,” said Teresa “Terry” 
Thome, ’82, a friend and sorority sister to Gaudio Taylor through 
Alpha Sigma Tau. “They are both about serving others and 
fostering a sense of community.” 

Originally from Conyngham, Gaudio Taylor’s role as a 
community “den mother” would continue throughout the intervening 
years as she and her husband, Mark, would host dozens of Alpha 
Sigma Tau sisters in conjunction with SRU’s annual Homecoming 
Weekend. She also had served on the advisory board of SRU’s 
recreational therapy program and mentored RT program students.

“Barb had a knack for connecting with people and connecting 
others as well,” Thome said. “Whether it was her involvement 
with the sorority, the Recreational Therapy Department or through 
her work with veterans, she was about putting people together to 
help make the bad times good and the good times great. She was 
known for nurturing relationships and mentoring.”

“I really got to know Barb through our department’s work with the 
Butler VA and the numerous internship and practicum opportunities 

PASSION. 
COURAGE. 
LEADERSHIP.
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that they provide for our students,” said Deborah Hutchins, associate 
professor of recreational therapy and department chair. “She was a 
big supporter of not only our program, but of providing opportunities 
for our students to get hands-on experience and to develop into 
career-focused professionals and leaders of the industry.”

While at SRU, Gaudio Taylor demonstrated her leadership skills 
as a pledge trainer and president for the Alpha Sigma Tau sorority 
and serving as a Phi Sigma Epsilon little sister. After graduation, 
she continued serving her sorority as an adviser while launching 
a career as a recreational therapist at the Butler VA Health Care 
System, spending more than 24 years with the organization.

“Every day was Veterans Day to Barb,” Hutchins said. “She 
helped restore veterans’ health and skills through recreational 
therapy. She loved veterans and her coworkers, and they loved 
and admired Barb. Other rec therapy professionals knew Barb as a 
strong advocate for the veterans she served.

“She was always willing to mentor SRU students and was a truly 
valuable member of our program advisory board. Barb really 
enhanced the quality of life of everyone she encountered, whether it 
was veterans, colleagues, alumni, friends or family.”

Gaudio Taylor’s drive to better the lives of those she worked with 
wasn’t limited simply to the walls of the Butler VA either. 

“Barb’s passion and dedication knew few limits,” said Thome. 
“There were very public things she did like escorting veterans to a 
Steelers game, but there were also things she did behind the scenes 
that most people weren’t even aware of. Whether it was helping 
collect money or clothing for those in need, she was always on the 
alert for lending a hand to those who needed it.”

And even at a time when Gaudio Taylor needed others, she 
maintained her selflessness.

“Barb was incredibly positive, even in the face of illness,” Thome 
said. “She always downplayed her situation and remained upbeat 
and hopeful. Instead of worrying about herself, she focused on 
her caregivers and connecting with them. She learned who they 
were as people, what the names of their kids were and, again, 
established a connection with them to foster yet another community. 
She was so passionate about other people and their lives. She was 
inspiring and it is our hope that this scholarship will instill that same 
passion, courage and leadership in others.”

To learn more about the Barbara J. Gaudio Taylor Recreational 
Therapy Scholarship, visit www.srufoundation.org. Additional 
information about giving opportunities or other scholarships 
at SRU is available by contacting University Advancement at 
724.738.2004.

Barbara Gaudio Taylor, ‘84, was not 
only a proud alumna of Slippery Rock 
University, but a fierce believer in her 
chosen career field and her family that 
included her husband, Mark Taylor (left), 
and son, Luke Taylor (right).
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EDITORIAL INFORMATION
To submit “Class Notes,” email  
us at alumni@sru.edu or go to  
www.rockalumni.com.  
We do not publish engagements 
or pregnancies, but we do publish 
marriages and births.
Please note that due to space 
restrictions, submissions may be 
edited. However, remember that 
we are proud of all our alumni  
and all they do. GO ROCK!

SLIPPERY ROCK UNIVERSITY 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

2021-2022  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President - Melissa Visco ’04
President Elect – Michael Zody ’88
Treasurer - Keith Warcup ’75
Acting Secretary - Don Huddart ’87
Immediate Past President -  
  L. Michael Ross ’77
Executive Committee Honorary -  
  Richard Manning ’75
 
BOARD MEMBERS
Andrea Boggs ’14
Geno Bonetti ’79
Joe Dropp ’03
Ashley Ganoe ’05, ’09
Sue Greaves ’80, ’85
Michael Harich ’94
Rajeev Karmacharya ‚96
Donna Kratz ’84
Bruce Newton ’78
Karen Perry ’79
Corey Riddell ’88
Ron Shidemantle ’92
Donna Kratz ’84
Patrick Geho ’92
Alexandra Vaughan ’15
Ann Tager Winter ’15 , ’17
Sam Zyroll ’78  

rock CLASS 
NOTES

30    THE ROCK

●2 ●3●1 ●5

●6 ●8 ●9●7 ●10

●4

Jon Stevens, ’79, visited campus in 
July 2021 to donate to the University 
more than a dozen pieces of art and 
other items that he collected with a 
total value exceeding $40,000. A 
Littlestown native, Stevens had brain 
shunt surgery in October 2018, which 
treated his hyperplasia and improved 
his mobility so he could travel. Stevens 
served in the U.S. Air Force, rising to 
the rank of first lieutenant, before he 
was medically discharged in 1986 after 
battling psychiatric disorders and was 
eventually diagnosed with schizoaffective 
disorder. Stevens is registered as a 
brain donor with Harvard Brain Tissue 
Resource Center, as he hopes the medical 
community can learn from his condition 
through postmortem brain research. ●2

1980s
Barbara Green, ’83, was nominated 
and featured in The Boston Globe’s 2021 
Salute to Nurses. Green is an ER nurse at 
Anna Jaques Hospital and is pictured with 
her daughter, Bacall Brooks Quintal, who 
is also an ER nurse. ●3

Don Henry, ’83, was named 
the National Wrestling Coaches 
Association‘s NCAA Division II National 
Coach of the Year. Henry, who is in 
his 37th season as head coach of the 
Gannon University wrestling team, 
guided the program to its inaugural 
regional title, as six of his wrestlers 
won individual titles and eight qualified 
for the national tournament. Henry, 
a member of the SRU Athletic Hall of 
Fame, was a two-time NCAA Division I 
national qualifier as a wrestler, helping 
lead The Rock to three regional titles.

1960s
Tim Wilson, ’62, received an honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters degree from 
the University of Southern Maine. Wilson 
is the senior adviser and director of the 
Maine Seeds Programs, a leadership 
development program for youth. 
Donna (Cherry) Wymer, ’69, and 
her husband, Daniel, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary Aug. 7, 2021.

1970s
Garry Benford, ’77, ’79, competed 
at the International Powerlifting 
Federation’s National Bench Press 
Championships, June 26, 2021, in York. 
Benford set a new bench press world 
record for his age group with 405 pounds 
in the 198-pound category. This is the 
36th world record he has set in various 
age groups since the age of 50. He has 
done so with titanium implants in both 
hips and shoulders, and having had a 
genetically defective aortic heart valve 
replaced.  ● 1
Pete DeStefano, ’78, recently 
retired from Cornell University where he 
served as an assistant football coach for 
30 seasons. He is the longest tenured 
football coach in that school’s history. 
Prior to Cornell, he served was defensive 
coordinator at RPI and Allegheny College. 
DeStefano played tight end for The Rock 
from 1974-77. 
Rich Snively, ’73, has retired after 
a three-decade career with Latronics 
Corporation in Latrobe (22 years) and 
Powerex, Inc. in Youngwood (11 years). 
Rich says hello to fellow classmates and 
hopes to see friends at Homecoming.

Thomas Jama, ’88, retired as the 
superintendent of the Elyria (Ohio) City 
School District after a 32-plus year career 
in public education. Jama was previously 
an elementary teacher and principal at 
the elementary, middle school and high 
school levels. At his retirement reception, 
Jama was presented proclamations from 
Elyria‘s mayor, the Ohio State Senate 
and the Ohio House of Representatives 
for exceptional service and for leading a 
bond issue to build five new schools and 
a new multisport complex. Jama enjoys 
spending time with his wife, Kelly, and 
their grandchildren. ●4

Scott Shidemantle, ’87, has been 
appointed as visiting professor of biblical 
studies at Jerusalem (Israel) University 
College for the spring 2022 semester. 
Shidemantle serves as professor of 
biblical and theological studies and bible 
core coordinator at Geneva College in 
Beaver Falls where he has taught since 
1997. 

1990s
Natalie Dorfeld, ’98, ’02, Jason 
Vastola, ’98, and Laurie Moroco, 
’92, show off their Rock Pride in 
Breckenridge, Colorado. ●5

Rahmon Hart, ’95, ’98, was elected 
as a trustee of the August Wilson African 
American Cultural Center. Hart will 
provide leadership for the AWAACC, the 
largest nonprofit cultural organization in 
the country focused exclusively on the 
African American experience and the arts 
of the African diaspora.
Linda McElroy, ’96, was the 
recipient of the Chris Coulson 
Communicator of the Year Award during 
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Ellen Black, ‘48
Charles Bentel, ‘49
Fred Smith, ‘49
Thomas Wilson, ‘49
Edward Eyles, ‘52
Richard Rose, ‘55
Joanne Swigart, ‘55
Mary Allgood ‚56
Nancy Kimble, ‘57
Mary Braden, ‘58
William Livingston, ‘58
Robert Stewart, ‘59
James J. Meissner, ‘60
Donald Boulton, ‘61
Harold Weightman, ‘61
Jean Heard, ‘62
Carolyn Wood, ‘63
Linda Connell, ‘64
Edward Onorato, ‘64
Gail Taylor, ‘64
Edward Thompson, ‘64
John Klein, ‘65
Pamela Swanson, ‘65
Charlene Vago, ‘65
C. Thomas Henry, ‘66
Barbara Lynn, ‘66

Joyce Morrison, ‘66
John Prokopchak, ‘66
William Sherman, ‘66
James Marr, ‘67
Harold Daum, ‘68
Robert Maguire, ‘68
Donna Seibel, ‘68
Dennis Maynard, ‘69
Edward Small, ‘69
Sherry Updike, ‘69
Mary Weiland, ‘69
Alda Kerschner, ‘70
Clifford Herron, ‘71
Mary Bedick, ‘72
De Ann Cheyne, ‘72
Donald McElravy, ‘74
Dennis Brachna, ‘75
Gary Kuhn, ‘77
Patricia Nowikowski, ‘78
Richard Derabasse, ‘80
Eleanor McCanna, ‘81
Barbara Erdman, ‘82
Jill Stedina ‘82 
James Miller, ‘83
John Rogan, ‘84
Walter Hasselback, ‘86

Edward Robinson, ‘86
Donald Kober, ‘87
Russell Coast, ‘88
Nancy Lewis, ‘88
Cheryl Cobern, ‘92
Elizabeth Loughlin, ‘92
Carrol Riddle, ‘92
Paul Angelucci, ‘94
Cory Miller, ‘97
Carolyn Ramsey, ‘97
Frederick Duncan, ‘98
Robert Gorinski, ‘98
Rosemary Stutz, ‘99
Curtis Robinette, ‘02
Jason Cote, ‘12

Sharon Lower, Retired Staff
Barbara Porter, Retired Staff
Michael Vigliotti, Staff
Shium Chen, Retired Faculty 
  (Professor Emeritus)
Richard Cristofoletti, Retired 
   Faculty
Anne Dayton, Retired Faculty
Patrick Grant, Retired Faculty

●11 ●13

the North Carolina City and County 
Communicators’ 2021 Excellence 
in Communications Awards virtual 
conference. McElroy supervises all 
aspects of communications for the 
city of Salisbury. Each year, the NC3C 
recognizes a member whose character, 
career and service represent the highest 
standards of the profession. 
Amy (Worthington) Saleik, ’98, 
recently opened her own custom cookie 
decorating business, AmyBakes. Learn 
more at www.AmyBakes.net. ●6

2000s
Abby Fuller, ’04, published the 
book “Overcoming Cultural Mismatch: 
Reaching and Teaching Diverse 
Children.” Fuller’s book is available 
through Rowman & Littlefield, Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble and other retailers. 

2010s
Michaela (Pease) Good, ’10, was 
promoted to vice president at iSynergy, 
a digital marketing agency in Canfield, 
Ohio. Her responsibilities include 
handling all IT customers, website 
development, human resources, and 
accounts receivable and payable. Good 
has worked for iSynergy for 10 years.  
Nicole (Geyer) Pardus, ’13, 
was named to the list of 2021 
Pennsylvania Super Lawyers Rising 
Stars. Pardus is an attorney with Long 
& Long LLC, specializing in estate 
planning and administration, business 
formation and advisement, real estate 
and civil litigation. Annually, only 
2.5% of Pennsylvania’s lawyers are 
designated for Rising Stars rankings, 

which recognize the contributions of 
exceptional attorneys who are 40 and 
under or practicing for fewer than 10 
years. ●7

2020s
Caroline Kennedy, ’21, recently 
graduated from Conemaugh School 
of Allied Health Program in medical 
laboratory science. Kennedy will continue 
her career with Conemaugh Memorial 
Medical Center. 

Weddings
Brandon Busch, ’16, and Hope 
Despot were married Aug. 18, 2021, at 
Topsail Island, North Carolina. The couple 
resides in Pittsburgh. ●8

Alexandra Cauley, ’15, and Seth 
Dargay were married Nov. 13, 2020, 
in Lawrenceville. The couple resides in 
Pittsburgh. ●9
Dr. Lauren Gray, ’15, and Dr. Justin 
McCloskey were married June 5, 2021, 
in Pittsburgh. The couple resides in 
Canonsburg. ●  10

Dana Lyons, ’14, and Bryce 
Markwardt, ’15, were married May 
30, 2021, in Butler. The couple resides in 
Pittsburgh. ●  11

Nate Merhaut, ’13, and Katherine 
Greenwald were married Oct. 5, 2020, 
in St. Louis, Missouri. The couple resides 
in Lake Saint Louis, Missouri. ●  12

Katie Neidich, ’11, and Paul Kaspick 
were married on Jan. 2, 2021. The 
couple resides in Bradford. ●  13

Births
Kaitlyn (Campbell) Beighley, 
’12, and her husband, Daniel, 
welcomed their son, Owen Daniel, 
March 23, 2021. ●  14

Andrew Dadig, ’12, and Dana 
(Youngker) Dadig, ’13, welcomed 
their daughter, Quinn Renee, May 21, 
2021. ●  15

Katie (Neidich) Kaspick, ’11, 
and her husband, Paul, welcomed 
their son, Joseph Thomas, May 13, 
2021. ●  16

Nate Merhaut, ’13, and his wife, 
Katherine, welcomed their son, Vincent 
Robert, May 14, 2021. He is the 
grandson of James Merhaut,  
’87, and nephew of Joseph 
Merhaut, ’89, and Matthew 
Merhaut, ’94. ●  17

Ashley (Moore) Shoemaker, ’05, 
and her husband, Jeremy, welcomed 
their son, Daniel Bryan, April 28, 2021. 
The family resides in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. ●  18

Daniel Wallick, ’09, and Jami 
(LoAlbo) Wallick, ’10, welcomed 
their daughter, Haddie Marie, Feb. 19, 
2021. She is the great granddaughter of 
Alfred LoAlbo, ’53. ●  19
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SRU recently hired 
1988 alumna and  
former NCAA director 
of championships, 
Roberta Page, as the 
first full-time female 
director of athletics  
in school history. 

Rock AthleticsRock Athletics  
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She knew as soon as she stepped on 
campus as a 17-year-old prospective 
physical education student that Slippery 
Rock University was the right place for her. 
Nearly four decades later, Roberta Page got 
that same feeling when she stepped back on 
the SRU campus during her interview for the 
director of athletics position. 

Page, who played softball and women’s 
basketball at The Rock before graduating 
in 1988, was named the school’s director 
of athletics in July. She took over from 
the longest tenured athletic director in 
program history, Paul Lueken, who retired in 
December 2020 after more than 26 years 
in the role. 

“For me, I told myself I would only take 
the job if I got that feeling when I was on 

campus for my interview,” said Page. “That 
feeling where you are walking around and 
you just know it’s where you are supposed 
to be. I got that feeling. I just knew it was 
the right time and place to come back.”

To get to this moment in her career 
requires rewinding nearly 40 years to 
Page’s decision to attend SRU to pursue 
her undergraduate degree. A Greensburg 
native and Greensburg-Salem High School 
graduate, Page was destined to attend SRU 
before she even visited campus. 

“All of my coaches and mentors that I 
looked up to went to SRU,” said Page. “It 
was one of those things where I almost 
idolized these people and wanted to follow 
in their footsteps. At that point in time, The 
Rock was the place to go if you wanted to 

teach or work in physical education, so I 
knew this is where I had to be.”

It wasn’t quite that cut and dried, 
however, as Page’s father made her 
consider other options to make sure she 
was making the right choice. 

“My dad made me check out some other 
places to make sure SRU was the right fit, but 
I knew it,” said Page. “As soon as I stepped 
foot on campus, I just got that feeling and I 
knew this was going to be the place for me.”

A standout softball and basketball player 
at Greensburg-Salem, Page discovered 
early what many high school athletes 
find out when they get to college – that 
intercollegiate athletics is a whole different 
world and is a significant step up from high 
school competition.

Rock AthleticsRock Athletics  
turns to Page
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“I actually tried out and got cut from basketball my first year at 
SRU,” said Page. “That was hard, coming from a small town where 
you and your team are pretty good, and then (competing against) 
the best at the college level.”

Fortunately for Page, she found a strong mentor in softball coach 
Jan Kasnevich, who convinced her to try out for the team. 

Page played four seasons of softball (1985-88) at The Rock, 
finishing her career with a .266 batting average. She still ranks 
eighth at SRU in single-season triples after she hit three in 1988. 
She also played one season, 1986-87, of basketball.

She earned a bachelor‘s degree in physical education with 
a minor in sport management from SRU. She then earned two 
master‘s degrees from Western Maryland College (now McDaniel 
College), in physical education and educational leadership, and 
advanced her academic career to the highest level with a doctorate 
in educational leadership from Duquesne University in 2002.

After beginning her professional career working in high school 
education and athletics, Page made the move to collegiate athletics 
in 2000 when she accepted an associate athletic director and 
senior woman administrator position at Shippensburg University. 
She was quickly elevated to interim athletic director in December 
2001 and had the interim tag removed in June 2003.

“I would say I was thrown into the fire at Shippensburg,” 
Page said with a laugh. “Shortly after hiring me as an assistant, 
I found myself as the only administrator in athletics for a while 
and I was still working on my doctorate at the time, so I was a 
bit overwhelmed. Fortunately, I was eventually able to hire Jeff 
Michaels away from SRU to come be my assistant, keeping that 
Rock connection intact.”

Page served as the athletic director at Shippensburg from 2003-
09, where she led a department that included 20 intercollegiate 
sports and more than 500 student-athletes. She also served as the 
Title IX coordinator, was responsible for compliance and worked 

with the Shippensburg University Foundation to fundraise and 
expand athletic scholarships.

During her tenure at Shippensburg, the Raiders won the PSAC‘s 
Dixon Trophy as the top overall athletic department three times 
(2003-05). SU claimed 14 PSAC titles, had 60 All-Americans and 
crowned two individual national champions during Page‘s tenure.

“I learned a lot of things that I think can carry over here … as well as 
some things not to try to do here during that run as a first-time athletic 
director,” said Page. “But honestly, Shippensburg was a great spot. I 
was very comfortable there. I had a nice house in a nice community 
and didn’t really plan to leave. I am not sure I would have left if the 
NCAA didn’t call and ask if I would be interested in applying.”

Page applied for and was offered the director of championships 
position at the NCAA, where she would have the chance to oversee 
Division II championships and impact a wider range of student-
athletes from across the country. 

In her role at the NCAA, Page provided guidance and leadership 
to the championships committee that was responsible for putting on 
all 25 NCAA Division II Championship events, while managing a 
budget of more than $20 million.

She was intricately involved in the day-to-day operations of the 
Division II field hockey, women‘s basketball and softball champion-
ships, serving as the championship manager for planning and 
execution of those events. Her role leading the field hockey 
champion ship crossed over with SRU in 2018 when The Rock hosted 
the Division II Fall Festival and served as host of the Field Hockey 
National Championship in Pittsburgh.

“In the back of my mind I always kind of thought ‘What if?’ about 
returning to SRU,” said Page. “Then 
the opportunity became a reality. I 
wasn’t sure if I would get the job,  
but no matter what I wanted SRU to 
hire a good person because I really 
care about the success of our athletics 
department and I wanted a good 
person to be in (my) chair. I don’t 
believe I would have left the NCAA 
for any other job. I could easily have 
kept working there and retired from 
the NCAA, but I couldn’t pass up this 
opportunity after I got that feeling 
again when I came for my interview.”

Page has hit the ground running 
in her first three months on the job, 
working to identify areas that she 
believes athletics can improve. 

“I have been spending time meeting with our sponsors and 
donors, trying to figure out why they give and how we can keep 
supporting each other,” said Page. “I am super optimistic. I try 
to approach every day with a positive attitude. I think a fresh set 
of eyes and a new perspective are going to be good and I think 
we can make some positive changes to advance our athletics 
department. It isn’t going to happen overnight or nearly as fast as I 
want it to, but we are going to start to make small changes to try to 
improve the experience for our student-athletes.

“I want current students and alumni to want to come to our facilities 
and support our student-athletes. I think that’s the best part of collegiate 
athletics, making that connection to the community through athletics.”

While Page will become the first woman to ever assume the 
director of athletics position at SRU on a permanent basis, she will 
be the third woman to lead the department in an official capacity. 
Cheryl Levick first served as an interim AD in fall 1982 and Joanne 
Leight served as the interim AD during the 2021 spring semester.

“ For me, I told myself I 
would only take the job 
if I got that feeling when 
I was on campus for my 
interview. That feeling 
where you are walking 
around and you just 
know it’s where you are 
supposed to be. I got that 
feeling. I just knew it was 
the right time and place 
to come back.”
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SLIPPERY ROCK 
UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS  

Experience the Difference

Experience the Difference
MASTER’S DEGREES*:

DOCTORAL DEGREES:
•  Educational Leadership  

and Administration (online)
•  Occupational Therapy (onsite)

• Accountancy (blended)
•  Adapted Physical Activity 

(on-campus)
•  Athletic Training 

(on-campus)
•  Counseling and Student 

Affairs (on-campus)
•  Criminal Justice (online)
• Data Analytics (online)
•  Elementary Education 

(online)
• English (online)

•  Environmental Education 
(online)

• Health Informatics (online)
•  Health Information  

Management (online/onsite)
•  History (online)
•  Hospitality and Tourism 

Management (online)
•  MBA (blended/online)
• Music Therapy (blended)
•  Parks and Resource  

Management (online)

CONNECT WITH US
CALL: 724.738.2051
EMAIL: graduate.admissions@sru.edu 
EXPLORE: www.SRU.edu
www.sru.edu/graduate 
SRU’s Virtual Tour

•  Physician Assistant Studies 
(on-campus) 

•  Public Health (online)
•  School Nursing (online)
•  Secondary Education 

(blended/online)
• Social Work (blended)
•  Special Education (online)
•  Teaching Online (online)
• TESOL (blended)

•  Physical Therapy (onsite)
•  Special Education (online)

*All business programs are AACSB accredited.
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104 Maltby Avenue, Suite 201
Slippery Rock, PA 16057

I am
the

David Morlock, ’87,  
bachelor’s in finance
DAY JOB: I am managing director at Cain Brothers, a 
health care-focused investment bank headquartered 
in New York City. The bank focuses on mergers and 
acquisitions, capital raising and strategic advisory 
services for health care clients across the country.  
I have accumulated more than $5 billion of health 
care transaction experience.

BACKGROUND: I grew up in Michigan and still have 
a home on the shore of Lake Michigan. I’ve been 
married to my wife, Bonnie, for 33 years, and we 
have two adult children, Collin and Allison. I was 
fortunate to be honored at SRU’s Distinguished 
Alumni Awards celebration in 2014.

INFLUENCE OF SRU: During the course of my career, 
I have been a hospital CEO, a university executive 
vice president and now I help run a Wall Street 
investment bank. My time at The Rock provided me a 
strong foundation for being a leader and taught me 
the importance of teamwork, collegiality, work ethic and 
perseverance. The faculty, staff and my fellow students 
helped shape me into the person that I am today.

rock


